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Myanmar Junta Moves Detained President U Win Myint to Prison From House Arrest
By THE IRRAWADDY | 19 January 2023

The Myanmar junta has moved civilian President U Win Myint of the ousted National League
for Democracy (NLD) government to Taungoo Prison in Bago Region from an undisclosed
location where he is believed to have been under house arrest since the military coup in 2021.

In June last year, detained State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi of the NLD was moved from
house arrest to solitary confinement in Naypyitaw Prison.

A source from the junta’s Home Affairs Ministry confirmed the transfer and said the detained
President was moved after the minister inspected a special facility where U Win Myint is now
being held inside the prison.

The junta’s Home Affairs Minister Lieutenant General Soe Htut inspected Taungoo Prison and
instructed staff to pay special attention to security, and conduct anti-riot drills, on Jan. 12.

According to a source close to the matter, the ousted President was taken to the prison on Jan.
14, two days after the inspection, and placed in a new building next to the prison hospital
within the compound.

“It is confirmed that the President has been moved to Taungoo Prison,” another source said,
adding that since his arrival, security has been beefed up at the prison.

President U Win Myint, who is now 71, has been held by the junta since the coup on Feb. 1,
2021, when the military overthrew the civilian government. Until his move last week, it is
believed he was detained under house arrest at a secret location in Naypyitaw. He has been
tried and sentenced on charges, widely dismissed as trumped up, of incitement, violation of
COVID-19 rules, and corruption.

In court testimony, the detained President exposed the illegality of the coup by revealing the
details of his arrest, explaining that the military attempted to force his resignation in order to
legitimize the coup by threatening him with “harm” if he refused. U Win Myint told the generals
that he would rather die than consent to their proposal.

The reason for the transfer is not yet known and the junta has yet to release a statement about
it.

People released from Taungoo Prisoon early this month also confirmed that additional small
buildings were being constructed inside the prison compound.

Before the arrival of President U Win Myint, detained Shan State Chief Minister Dr. Lin Htut and
Shan State Minister of Planning and Finance U Soe Nyunt Lwin, members of the ousted civilian
government, were also transferred to the prison.
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Recently, the junta sentenced President U Win Myint and State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi to an additional seven years’ imprisonment each on a final set of corruption charges, ending
a series of legal cases filed against the duo.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, 77, has been sentenced to a total of 33 years in prison, and President U
Win Myint to 12 years.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-moves-detained-president-u-win-
myint-to-prison-from-house-arrest.html

Myanmar Regime Bombs Village of 7,000 People, Killing 7 Civilians
By THE IRRAWADDY | 19 January 2023

Seven civilians were killed and dozens injured in Katha Township, upper Sagaing Region on
Wednesday when two Myanmar military jets bombed a large village of 1,800 households.

The junta bombed civilian targets in Moetar village after its troops suffered heavy losses in a
clash with resistance forces several kilometers away, according to Katha-People’s Defense
Force.

On Wednesday morning, intense fighting broke out 3 to 5 kilometers from Moetar when a
combined force of the Katha-PDF and All Burma Students’ Front (ABSDF) attacked a military
detachment of around 100 troops from Kachin State heading to the village.

Around 20 regime soldiers are thought to have been killed or injured in the battle. After
suffering heavy losses, the junta deployed two fighter jets from the air base in the Kachin State
capital Myitkyina to attack the resistance forces.

Regime jets also dropped four bombs on Moetar village. One of the bombs hit a crowd
attending a donation ceremony in the village, a Katha-PDF representative told The Irrawaddy
on Thursday.

Photos of the scene show charred bodies lying in a burnt-out house surrounded by other
damaged houses. Locals said the bombing also injured at least 30 other residents, indicating
that civilians were the target.

“If bombs had hit the edge of the village located near the clash, we would have understood the
jets had missed the target. But the bombs actually hit an edge that is miles away from the clash,
so they were intentionally attacking civilian targets,” said the Katha-PDF representative.

He condemned junta airstrikes that target civilians as crimes against humanity.

Clashes between junta troops and resistance forces were still being reported in the area on
Thursday morning.
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Moetar is home to over 7,000 residents, but most fled after the bombing.
Junta jets also attacked the village a year ago on January 12, killing or severely injuring five
civilians including children and damaging six houses.

The military regime has intensified its campaign of airstrikes on both civilian and resistance
targets in Sagaing Region and Chin, Kachin and Karen states since early January. The escalation
came after ethnic armed organizations and PDFs, the armed wing of Myanmar’s civilian
National Unity Government, vowed in their New Year speeches to uproot the military
dictatorship in 2023.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-bombs-village-of-7000-people-
killing-7-civilians.html

Eight Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Kantbalu Battle with PDFs
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 19 January 2023

Eight junta soldiers and allied Pyu Saw Htee militia were killed in a battle with resistance forces
near a village in Kantbalu Township, Sagaing Region on Tuesday, according to resistance groups
and locals.

Clashes broke out at around 1.45 pm when the combined resistance force attacked a junta
military column of some two dozen troops reinforced by militia near Nyaung Zin Lay village,
Than Kone village tract.

The column had reportedly entered the area a few weeks ago.

A resistance force comprising the Kantbalu Underground Warriors, MPF U.18, Kantbalu
People’s Defense Force (Kantbalu PDF), Kantbalu L-PDF, and another guerrilla group
bombarded the column with eight rounds of 60mm mortar fire.

“The junta’s military troops and Pyu Saw Htee were not able to return fire. They just had to run
away and fall back,” said a member of the Kyun Hla Activist group.

At around 2.30 pm, junta troops called up reinforcements in the form of Pyu Saw Htee militia
from Htan Kone village. However, they ran into two landmines and an ambush attack on the
way to the battle site, residents and resistance groups said.

Some reinforcements arrived but junta troops were still forced to retreat at 4 pm in the face of
advancing resistance fighters.

“At around 4.30, they received reinforcement from 60 more troops, but we kept fighting them
for another 30 minutes,” said a member of Kantbalu PDF.
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The clashes ended at around 5 pm near Yaw village, leaving at least eight personnel from the
junta force dead, according to a statement issued by the Kantbalu Underground Warriors

group.
There were no casualties reported among the resistance forces, it added.

Junta forces and Pyu Saw Htee militia are also suspected in the massacre of a family of eight,
including three children, at their home in Kantbalu last Saturday. The family were known to be
supporters of the ousted National League for Democracy.

Since the February 2021 coup, the junta has killed over 2,700 civilians and arrested more than
13,000, according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP). The resistance
stronghold of Sagaing Region has suffered the highest death toll.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/eight-myanmar-junta-forces-killed-
in-kantbalu-battle-with-pdfs.html

Man and child injured as soldiers open fire after blast at election office in northern Sagaing

The incident comes as anti-regime groups step up their efforts to block junta-controlled
elections slated for later this year

Nyein Swe | Published on Jan 19, 2023
PDF troops seen in Kachin state in 2022 (PDF- 510)

Two people, including a three-year-old child, were injured in
the northern Sagaing Region town of Indaw on Tuesday after
regime forces fired heavy artillery in response to an
explosion targeting a local election office.

The Indaw Urban Guerrilla Force, a group operating under
the command of the Indaw Township People’s Defence Force (PDF), claimed responsibility for
the blast.

“The building wasn’t damaged at all, as our intention was just to send them a warning.
However, the junta forces retaliated by firing heavy weapons in random directions,” a
spokesperson for the group told Myanmar Now.

A local resident said that two shells landed inside a cemetery on the outskirts of the town, while
a third fell near its market. Both victims—the child and a 30-year-old man—sustained only
minor injuries, he added.

“They were just grazed. The shell came down near the entrance to the market. No one was
injured by the shells that hit the cemetery,” he said.
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Security was reportedly tight in Indaw a day after the attack on the election office.

“The town was flooded with soldiers this morning. They were literally everywhere, conducting
searches,” said the Indaw local, speaking on Wednesday.

x A photo posted on pro-junta Telegram channels shows the
Indaw election office after it was bombed on January 17

h_.' Junta gunfire triggered by a resistance attack also caused a
\.\J ‘%\Ng civilian casualty in another part of the country earlier this
= month.

v\*

On January 1, a seven-year-old girl was killed when soldiers
stationed in a village school in Magway Region’s Seikphyu
Township opened fire after being hit by a drone attack.

Earlier this month, the regime began the process of updating voters lists in preparation for an
election that it plans to hold later this year. Since then, there have been multiple reports of
attacks targeting officials involved in the election effort.

On January 9, a resistance attack on officials collecting voter data in Tanintharyi Region’s
Launglon Township reportedly left a police private dead and one other person injured.

Four days later, a village administrator and a female clerk were killed in a similar attack in Mon
State’s Thaton Township. A ward administrator in Mandalay was also shot dead on Sunday.

At least seven non-lethal bomb blasts were reported in Yangon and Mandalay last week. In
Magway Region’s Yesagyo Township, members of a local PDF group set fire to an immigration
office and briefly detained four officials.

The shadow National Unity Government declared last week that it would be filing terrorism
charges against officials working with the military to hold junta-controlled elections.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/man-and-child-injured-as-soldiers-open-fire-after-blast-at-
election-office-in-northern-sagaing

Myanmar military torches dozens of homes in Mandalay Region village near resistance
stronghold

Junta troops loot a community in Ngazun Township, across the Ayeyarwady River from Myaung
in Sagaing Region, before setting fire to nearly 40 homes

Han Thit | Published on Jan 19, 2023

Junta forces burnt 39 houses in Mandalay Region’s Myingyan District on Tuesday morning after
looting the village for hours, locals said.
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The ruins of Shwe Pauk Pin Kyun village after the military’s
January 17 arson attack (Ven Aggavensa)

The 100-household Shwe Pauk Pin Kyun, located along the
Ayeyarwady River in western Ngazun Township, came under
attack at 4am by a convoy of around 70 Myanmar army
soldiers.

A resident told Myanmar Now that it was assumed by the troops that members of the anti-
regime People’s Defence Force (PDF) from neighbouring Myaung Township—a resistance
stronghold across the Ayeyarwady in Sagaing—were sheltering there.

“They raided the village because they thought PDF troops were hiding there, as it is opposite
Myaung,” he said. “There wasn’t anything of significance to them in the village, and there
wasn’t a PDF base there, either.”

The troops reportedly did not begin burning Shwe Pauk Pin Kyun until three hours after they
had arrived and cleared it of valuables.

“They entered the village, firing their weapons, forcing the villagers to flee to the shore of the
river,” the local man recalled. “After the village had been emptied, they started looting and
carrying away the stolen items on ox-drawn carts. They only started torching the houses after
that.”

At around 10:30am, the junta soldiers left Shwe Pauk Pin Kyun, returning to the occupied
village of Thar Kyin, also in Ngazun, seven miles away.

L2 Map showing the location of Shwe Pauk Pin Kyun in Ngazun,
ST Mandalay Region

/ Some of the Shwe Pauk Pin Kyun’s residents returned to

' : extinguish the fire after the troops had withdrawn, but at the
time of reporting, they had not resettled in the community.
Tuesday’s attack was the second time that the village had
come under siege in recent months; junta forces also torched
several homes there on September 17 last year, displacing

hundreds of civilians.

Ngazun Township is home to around 1,000 households in total. The estimated 100 Myanmar
army soldiers stationed in two of its villages, Thar Kyin and Ngarn Mar Gyi have been known to
retaliate against other area communities after there are clashes with anti-junta forces in
Myaung.

On Sunday, two days before the attack on Shwe Pauk Pin Kyun, junta forces targeted Ma Yoe
Kone, one mile away. They reportedly captured three civilians, including one teacher, who were
still in junta custody at the time of reporting.
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Villagers are frequently detained by Myanmar army troops and forced to act as guides or
porters, or tortured for information regarding the armed resistance movement. Their families
have also at times been asked for ransom to ensure their release.

The military council does not release information on arson attacks, theft, arbitrary arrests or
extrajudicial killings by its forces and rarely provides comment to journalists covering such
crimes.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-torches-dozens-of-homes-in-mandalay-
region-village-near-resistance-stronghold

Infant killed by stray shot during assassination of Bago Region junta administrators

No group has claimed responsibility for killing the military-appointed officials following the
death of the child, who was in a bystander’s arms when the shooting started

Thura Maung | Published on Jan 19, 2023

The infant, fatally hit by a stray bullet, is seen in the hospital
undergoing treatment before later succumbing to his injuries
(Supplied)

An eight-month-old boy was accidentally struck by a bullet as unidentified
assassins attacked and shot down two village administrators on Tuesday in
eastern Bago Region, south of Taungoo.

The targets of the assassination were Soe Naing, incumbent administrator of the village of Chaung Wa in
Htantabin Township, Taungoo District and his predecessor, Khin Maung Win. The child was being held in
the arms of his mother, a bystander with no evident connection to the administrators.

The administrators were driving back from a trip to Taungoo when the assassins located them on the
road near Ywar Thar Yar village, located in Chaung Wa village tract, five miles north of Htantabin town.
An eyewitness said two gunmen on a motorbike saw the administrators in their car, overtook them, and
started shooting.

“They were alone in the car and the gunmen chased them down on a motorbike and cornered
them in an alleyway,” the witness said. “The current administrator was killed just outside the
car, and the retired administrator was killed near someone else’s house while trying to flee.”

A woman was standing next to a nearby betel kiosk holding her baby in her arms as the
shooting began, and a stray bullet struck the infant in the head.

“She was beside the chewing betel stand when it all happened. She turned around to see where
the noises were coming from, and the bullet hit the child,” the witness said. “We don’t know for
sure if the bullet ricocheted off the road or a car, or if it was just a stray shot.”
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J The mother is seen holding her critically injured infant in the hospital following
the January 17 shooting (Supplied)

The infant was sent to the Htantabin General Hospital, then transferred to the
Taungoo General Hospital, and finally transferred to the Naypyitaw Hospital,
where he was pronounced dead on arrival, according to a spokesperson for
the Save the Trees social welfare organisation based in Taungoo.

“The child was already in critical condition from the injury when we arrived,” the social welfare
group spokesperson said, adding that the infant was “bleeding out, with the bullet still lodged
inside his head.”

Myanmar Now contacted the parents of the infant on Wednesday and were told that the child’s
body was in transit from Naypyitaw back to Ywar Thar Yar village.

No group has claimed responsibility for the assassination that resulted in the infant’s death.

Myanmar Now contacted a spokesperson for the Bago Region’s People’s Defence Force (PDF),
which operates under the direct command of the publicly mandated National Unity
Government (NUG), requesting details about the attack. The spokesperson could not provide
information, but said that the military council regularly propagates false news to defame the
PDF and cautioned against accepting their accounts uncritically.

“From what | have heard from the public and civilian agents, the two administrators were
involved in an internal conflict that led to a gunfight,” the PDF spokesperson said.

Assassination attempts and attacks on junta-appointed administrators are a frequent
occurrence in Bago Region. The day before Soe Naing and Khin Maung Win’s assassination,
ward-level administrator Thein Lwin was shot in Kyaukkyi Township in eastern Bago, and was
still hospitalised at the time of reporting.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/infant-killed-by-stray-shot-during-assassination-of-bago-

region-junta-administrators

Junta and Arakan Army swap prisoners in Rakhine state
The second exchange this month follows a November ceasefire agreement.
By RFA Burmese | 2023.01.19

Myanmar’s military and the ethnic Rakhine Arakan Army have exchanged prisoners as a
seven-week ceasefire still holds.

The Jan. 15 prisoner swap took place near Rakhine state’s Ponnagyun township, a local
witness, who did not want to be named for security reasons, told RFA.
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Arakan Army troops on patrol in Rakhine state. Arakan
Army News and Information Department

He said both sides sent a vehicle to Kun Taung village on
Sunday afternoon to carry out the exchange.

SEJIR . & “The Arakan Army released five people: a police corporal,
a sub-inspector, a lance corporal and two policemen,” the local said, adding that the junta
freed two AA soldiers.

Neither side has released any information on the exchange.
RFA tried to contact AA spokesman Khine Thukha but was unable to get in touch.

The prisoner swap follows a Jan. 3 exchange near the same village when a major from each
side was released along with some junta and AA soldiers, locals told RFA.

On Nov. 15, 2021, the Arakan Army released 15 soldiers and police officers near Ponnagyun.

Fighting between the two sides resumed in July, following a two-year lull. During that
time, nearly 100 civilians were arrested by the junta and accused of working with the AA,
Khine Thukha told RFA last month.

The locals were charged with illegal association and incitement against junta employees, he
said. Seven were released in January, while the rest are still being detained.

The Arakan Army and the military agreed a ceasefire at the end of November last year, with
the AA citing humanitarian reasons because junta bombs and roadblocks had cut off
supplies.

The informal agreement has so far held, allowing the reopening of roads and the free
movement of civilians and goods between Yangon and the Rakhine capital Sittwe, northern
Rakhine and southern Chin state, according to a UNHCR report on Jan. 9.

Translated by RFA Burmese. Edited by Mike Firn.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/aa-prisoner-swap-01192023050753.html

Strategic Initiative Forum criticises proposed Myanmar junta elections
By Mizzima |

The Strategic Initiative Forum (SIF), a coalition of Myanmar organisations, issued a statement
condemning the junta’s proposed 2023 general elections on 17 January.

CIF is working to establish a federal democratic union and is made up of the following groups:
the General Strike Committee (GSC), the Karen National Union (KNU), the Karenni National
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Progressive Party (KNPP), the Women’s League of Burma (WLB), the Democratic Party for a
New Society (DPNS) and individuals who truly believe in democratic values and share common
political views.

The Myanmar junta government holds talks with the

delegations of the United Wa State Party, National

. Democratic Alliance Army, and Shan State Progress Party on
o § January 6, 2023, in Naypyidaw. Photo: Global New Light of

W= Myanmar

Below is their statement about the proposed elections:

1. The three main objectives of the Peoples' Revolution are to abolish military dictatorship
along with the 2008 constitution and to reform the country by establishing a Federal
Democratic Union.

2. The impending election, which the military junta is scheming to hold, against the will of the
people of Myanmar, could not be a democratic election, and it would create a pathway for the
junta to acquire the legitimacy for the serious crimes which they have committed, are still
committing, and will without doubt continue to commit in the future. The "election" will most
certainly not bring any stability, peace, justice or equality to Myanmar society.

3. Recognition or engagement with the junta's proposed election can only be interpreted as:

rejection of the objectives of the peoples' revolution which have evolved from the most
valuable sacrifices of people.

permitting the military junta to prolong its tyrannical rule and access to impunity granted by the
2008 constitution.

4. Therefore, we, ethnic revolutionary forces, political parties, and the whole society of
Myanmar people must reject the junta's proposed election in all aspects. This sham election is
in fact just an event to select the culprits of the country's history.

5. We would like to urge international communities, who are standing together with the
Myanmar people in the process of establishing a federal democratic union, including the
foreign governments and international organizations, to strongly object and denounce the
junta’s deceitfully planned sham election.

6. Major ethnic revolutionary organizations such as Karen National Union (KNU), Kachin
Independence Organization (KIO), Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP) and Palaung State
Liberation Front (PSLF) have shown their firm stand to reject the stooge-selection scandal,
commonly and colloquially known as the junta's election. We would like to call for the other
ethnic revolutionary organizations not to accept the junta's planned sham election, and to
denounce it.
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7. In conclusion, we strongly believe that we will achieve the objectives of peoples' revolution
with the unity of all revolutionary forces, political forces and the general public. We, therefore,
urge all the revolutionary forces to oppose this stooge-selection scandal of the junta, and
march together towards our goal of Federal Democratic Union harmoniously.

https://mizzima.com/article/strategic-initiative-forum-criticises-proposed-myanmar-junta-
elections

Rohingya Refugee Killed at Myanmar Border Camp
By MUKTADIR RASHID | 19 January 2023

DHAKA — A Rohingya refugee was shot dead, two others injured and many displaced by
shooting and fires at a camp in no man’s land between Bangladesh and Myanmar on
Wednesday.

Gunshots were also reported on Thursday from the Konarpara camp where Squadron Leader
Rizwan Rushdee of the Directorate General of Forces Intelligence (DGFI) and a young Rohingya
woman were killed during an anti-smuggling operation on November 14.

Bangladeshi intelligence and police sources told The Irrawaddy that there was fighting between
groups linked to the Rohingya Solidary Organisation (RSO) and Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army
(ARSA) broke at the Konarpara camp and sporadic firing carried on for several hours.

“We have nothing to do with the firing as it took place inside the camp and also inside
Myanmar,” said Naikhyangchhari police chief Mohammad Shahjahan on Thursday.

Police said the border is mainly under Border Guard Bangladesh jurisdiction. The border force
was unavailable for comment.

A law enforcement agency source in Bandarban said one man in RSO “combat uniform” was
shot dead and many others were injured on the border and inside Myanmar.

Two intelligence agents said fighting between the RSO and “uncontrolled” ARSA was
responsible for Rushdee’s death in November. ARSA denied involvement.

DGFI Cox’s Bazar officer Mohammad Anwar Hossain on November 23 filed a case against ARSA
commander-in-chief Ataullah Abu Ammar Jununi and 66 others for Rushdee’s death.

Médecins Sans Frontiéres (Doctors Without Borders) in Bangladesh told The Irrawaddy on
Wednesday that two injured people were treated at its Kutupalong clinic in Cox’s Bazar.
Another victim was dead on arrival.

“MSF can confirm that among the two injured patients who survived, one suffered a gunshot
wound and has been referred for further treatment to another facility. The second patient, a
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child, sustained minor injuries after a bullet grazed his hand and damaged the tissue,” the
charity said.

The deceased man was Hamid Ullah, 24, while Mohid Ullah, 23, of Shalbagan Rohingya camp near Cox’s
Bazar was admitted to a government hospital.

Ullah’s brother-in-law Mohammad Shaker said he was an RSO member.

Rohingya community leader Dil Mohammad told the media that the rival groups were fighting to control
the refugee camp.

Many Rohingya were later displaced after fires were set at the camp.

“We have learned it was ARSA who set fire to escape from Konarpara. | saw over 100 Rohingya lose their
shelters,” said a Bangladeshi visitor.

Bangladesh Refugee Relief and Repatriation Commissioner Mohammed Mizanur Rahman said many of
those displaced were seeking safety inside Bangladesh.

“We put our law enforcement agencies on alert and asked them not to allow anyone inside into
Bangladeshi territory as we are already overburdened and have no room to accommodate a single
person,” he told The Irrawaddy.

RSO or ARSA made no comment.

Last month Bangladeshi home minister Asaduzzaman Khan announced that security at
Konarpara would be increased, including extra fencing to reduce transborder crimes.

He said around 4,500 Rohingyas in no man’s land would not be relocated but fences would be
erected to prevent crime.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/rohingya-refugee-killed-at-myanmar-border-
camp.html

Myanmar’s junta chief meets Thai counterpart at beach resort to discuss military ties

Conflict along their 1,500-mile shared border, misfired shells, refugees entering Thailand likely
on agenda.

By RFA Burmese | 2023.01.19

Myanmar’s junta chief met with his Thai counterpart at a Myanmar beach resort on
Thursday for talks that will likely focus on military relations and stability issues along their
1,500-mile (2,415-kilometer) border, according to sources in the country.

The three-day meeting between Sr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing and a delegation led by Gen.
Chalermpol Srisawat, Thailand’s military chief of staff, in Ngapali in Rakhine state’s Thandwe
township is the eighth annual gathering for the two nations' military leaders.
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Myanmar junta chief Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing welcomes
Gen. Chalermphon Srisawasdi, commander-in-chief of the
Royal Thai Army, to a state dinner at Pristine Mermaid Resort
in Ngapali beach, Thandwe, Rakhine state, Myanmar, on
Thursday, Jan. 19, 2023. Myanmar military

Myanmar’s military is squaring off with anti-junta forces
that include People’s Defense Force paramilitary groups
and ethnic armies on multiple fronts in embattled Kayah,
Kayin and Shan states, as well as Tanintharyi region, all of which border Thailand.

As of Thursday evening, neither country’s military had issued any formal announcement.
Junta Deputy Information Minister Major Gen. Zaw Min Tun told RFA he was unable to
comment because he was not present at the talks.

Myanmar-based political analyst Than Soe Naing told RFA that an issue of pressing concern
for both nations is an ongoing junta campaign of heavy aerial attacks on areas controlled by
the ethnic Karen National Union along the border in Kayin state, near Thailand.

“At a time when the [junta] has to decide whether or not to continue with airstrikes, it will
be important to discuss these issues with Thai officials in order to gain an understanding,” he
said.

The two sides will also likely discuss the issues of Myanmar refugees who have fled to
Thailand since the coup as well as shells mistakenly fired into Thai territory by junta troops,
Than Soe Naing said.

Min Aung Hlaing, viewed as a pariah by the international community after leading a February
2021 coup and subsequent violent crackdown on Myanmar's opposition, enjoys close
personal ties to Thai Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha, who himself seized power in a 2014
putsch.

Prayut Chan-o-cha helps to prop up the junta through supporting Thai natural gas purchases
from Myanmar, and Thursday’s meeting came just days after the two countries reopened
the key Myawaddy-Mae Sot Friendship Bridge border crossing after a three-year hiatus.

Thai soldiers stand in formation during the annual troop
rotation ceremony inspection at Chulabhorn military
camp in Narathiwat province in 2022. Min Aung Hlaing
is said by observers to envy the Thai military. Credit: AFP

‘Secret talks’

* " Than Soe Naing, the analyst, also suggested that there
. e 4o .0 could also be “secret talks” between the two generals
regarding Thai authorities’ confiscation of assets owned by Min Aung Hlaing’s children
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during the arrest of Myanmar arms broker Tun Min Latt on charges of drug smuggling and
money laundering in September last year.

The discovery of a property title belonging to Min Aung Hlaing’s son, Aung Pyae Sone, and
two bank passbooks belonging to his daughter, Khin Thiri Thet Mon, among the seized assets
as detailed in a report by campaign group Justice for Myanmar last week has prompted calls
for a probe into their ties and to block their access to Thailand’s financial system.

Another Burmese analyst, Sai Kyi Zin Soe, downplayed any indication that a meeting
between the two leaders might lead to unexpected announcements.

“It is not unusual to see something like this,” he said, noting that Myanmar and Thailand
have a long history of diplomatic relations that precede their current political situations.

But he predicted that the two sides will “have much to talk about” because of the similarities
of their rise to power and eagerness to hold post-coup general elections. Thailand has
scheduled an election for May 7 — its second since the 2014 takeover — while the junta has
also vowed to hold a ballot this year, although a date has not been announced.

Burmese observers frequently suggest that Min Aung Hlaing envies Thailand’s military
because of the control it exerts over the stability of the country, despite having staged an
unpopular coup.

Translated by Myo Min Aung. Edited by Joshua Lipes and Malcolm Foster.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/meeting-01192023154946.html|

Indonesian Minister Says Myanmar Regime Not Qualified to Run Country
By THE IRRAWADDY | 19 January 2023

Indonesia’s investment minister said Myanmar’s military regime should give up power and let
someone qualified run the country, which has been mired in social and political chaos since a
military coup in 2021, as Indonesia did in 1998.

Indonesian Coordinating Minister for Maritime Affairs and Investment Luhut Panjaitan, a
former general, said while participating in a panel at the World Economic Forum that while
there were many examples of militaries taking charge of governments, someone shouldn’t try
to rule a country if they are not qualified.

His remark was a clear reference to Myanmar military chief Min Aung Hlaing, who seized power
in the Southeast Asian country via a coup. He still does not have control over the country due to
a widespread popular armed resistance that some UN experts characterize as a civil war against
his rule.
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“Let someone else who is qualified manage this country like what happened in Indonesia,” the
minister said, according to Bloomberg.

Indonesia has become a democracy since the 1998 ouster of former General Suharto, who
seized power from the country’s first president in 1966.

The minister’s message is especially significant as Indonesia is the 2023 chair of the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), of which Myanmar is a member.

In an effort to resolve the Myanmar crisis, shortly after the coup the bloc adopted a five-point
peace plan calling for, among other things, the immediate cessation of violence in the country.

However, as of December last year, when Indonesia assumed the rotating ASEAN chair from
Cambodia, the plan had made no progress as the junta has refused to implement any of its
provisions. So far, the regime has killed more than 2,700 people, mainly anti-regime activists, in
a brutal response to the resistance that has included air strikes against civilians.

Last year, Indonesian President Joko Widodo proposed to the bloc’s leaders that regime
representatives be banned from all ASEAN meetings, not only its major summits.

Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi announced last week that she will lead a newly set-
up office of the ASEAN special envoy on Myanmar to engage with all stakeholders to address
the Myanmar crisis.

She said that as ASEAN chair, and in accordance with the mandate of the Five-Point Consensus
adopted by ASEAN in 2021, Indonesia will make every effort to help Myanmar out of its political
crisis and won’t allow the Myanmar issue to hold the bloc’s development hostage.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/indonesian-minister-says-myanmar-
regime.html
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