PEACE Info (January 25, 2023)

Myanmar Resistance Assassinates Junta 'Informant’
Myanmar military’s 3-day arson attack forces 10,000 people to flee
Myanmar military uses ‘excessive force’ to seize resistance base in Mandalay Region
Junta Atrocities Have United Myanmar: KNU
Thousands Flee as Myanmar Junta Artillery, Gunships Attack Villages in Karen State
Multiple junta administrative offices torched in Karen State border town
Myanmar Regime Bombs Displacement Hub at Monastery in Chin State
Myanmar military bombs Chin State monastery sheltering displaced civilians
Mon State Federal Council urged to Fight Together for Self-Determination to build a Federal
Union
Nearly 60 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks
EMPOWERING JUNTA’S OPPOSITION CAMP: Political unity and solidarity of ethnic-
democratic forces key to successful revolution
Over 60 governments and international organisations have enabled Myanmar junta
War Crimes Complaint Filed Against Myanmar Military in Germany
Myanmar Junta Crony Pleads Not Guilty to Drug, Financial Crimes in Thailand
Thai police seize 1.1 tonnes of crystal meth in under a week
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Myanmar Resistance Assassinates Junta 'Informant’
By HEIN HTOO ZAN |25 January 2023

A retired army major and his wife were reportedly shot dead by a resistance group in
Mayangone Township, Yangon, on Wednesday morning.

Residents said two gunmen executed U Kyaw Min Than, 45, and his wife Naw Saw Mon Myat
with shots in the head and chest. Both died on the spot.

U Kyaw Min Than retired from the military in 2018 and founded the Lucky Palace King
company.

Revolutionary groups in Mayangone and Hlaing townships said he was a regime supporter and
informant, giving details of protesters and urban resistance members. His information led to
arrests and he was seen at some abductions, the resistance claimed.

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.

They said Naw Saw Mon Myat worked at a junta immigration office, a key department in
preparing voter lists for the general election the regime is planning to hold this year.

U Kyaw Min Than is named as a Lucky Palace King director by the Directorate of Investment and
Company Administration producing beverages and vehicles, trading vehicles and providing land
and pipeline transport.

Residents said junta troops soon blocked off the area and began searching civilians. The ward
administration office collected all the CCTV in the ward.

No urban guerilla force has claimed responsibility for the attack but the junta’s media said the
couple were ordinary civilians killed by resistance groups following orders from the civilian
National Unity Government.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-resistance-assassinates-

junta-informant.html

Myanmar military’s 3-day arson attack forces 10,000 people to flee
Troops have been burning houses in 13 Sagaing region villages.
By RFA Burmese | 2023.01.25

Around 10,000 villagers in two townships have abandoned their homes as junta troops
continued scorched earth operations in Myanmar's northern Sagaing region, locals told RFA.

A column of around 100 troops started burning houses in Yinmarbin township on Monday
and attacked villages in nearby Salingyi over the next two days.
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Villagers flee junta arson attacks in Yinmarbin and
Salingyi townships on Jan. 24, 2023. Citizen journalist

“The army column has been raiding [our village] since 11
a.m. yesterday morning, forcing people to run away,”
said a resident who didn’t want to be named for security
reasons. “Now they are burning buildings near Htan Taw
Gyi village. | can see the smoke.”

Residents of nine villages in Yinmarbin and four in Salingyi fled to other villages or the forest
to avoid the troops. They said troops often arrest or kill civilians and torch their homes to
punish them for their alleged support of local People’s Defense Forces.

Villagers flee junta arson attacks in Yinmarbin and Salingyi
townships on Jan. 24, 2023. Credit: Citizen journalist

. The Institute for Strategy and Policy (Myanmar) said
Tuesday a total of 43,216 buildings in Sagaing region
had been destroyed between Feb. 1, 2021, and Jan. 14,
2023.

It said nearly 20,000 residential buildings in Sagaing
were destroyed from November 2022 to mid-January alone, including more than 5,000
buildings in hardest hit Tabayin township and more than 4,600 in Shwe Bo township.

Kyaw Htet Aung, a senior researcher at ISP Myanmar, told RFA that the actual damage over
the period may be more substantial.

“We have compiled this list with as much information as we could get our hands on," he
said, adding that sources for the data included independent media reports and statements
by civil society organizations.

Aye Hlaing, the junta’s social affairs minister and spokesman for Sagaing, told RFA on
Wednesday that he was "unaware of the current security issues" in the region and could not
comment on reports of residential arson.

Trading accusations

The military reported on Tuesday that the shadow National Unity Government, ethnic Kachin
Independence Ary and PDF "are attacking and destroying civilian targets" in Sagaing and
Kachin states, adding that 1,122 houses had been torched in 23 separate incidents in 22
villages in Shwe Ku township, in Sagaing's Taze township.

However, an official with the PDF in nearby Tabayin township dismissed the claim and
attributed the destruction to the military, telling RFA that his group would "never do
anything to destroy the homes of residents."
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“[The junta troops] burned the wooden houses immediately as they are flammable and then
they placed something inside the [reinforced concrete] and brick buildings," he said,
speaking on condition of anonymity, citing security concerns.

"After piling up a lot of explosives together, they set [the sturdier buildings] on fire. The
explosives exploded, causing the buildings to burn and collapse. Then they placed landmines
there before they left. Now some civilians have become the victims of those landmines.”

He accused junta soldiers from the Sagaing regional 33rd Light Infantry Division, as well as
from Paungbyin township-based Light Infantry Battalions 367 and 368, of methodically
carrying out the attacks in one village after another.

According to the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(UNOCHA), more than 650,000 people have abandoned their homes in Sagaing region since
the military seized power from Myanmar’s democratically elected government nearly two
years ago.

Around 15% of people in the region have been forced to live in camps, by far the largest
number of internally displaced persons of any of the country’s states and regions, ISP said.

Translated by RFA Burmese. Edited by Mike Firn.

This story has been updated to include additional arson data from Sagaing region, based
on ISP Myanmar's reporting.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/sagaing-scorched-earth-01252023042929.html

Myanmar military uses ‘excessive force’ to seize resistance base in Mandalay Region

The junta deploys fighter jets, hundreds of ground troops and heavy weapons to overrun a PDF
base in Mogok

Moe Oo |Published on Jan 25, 2023

Thabeikkyin PDF troops are pictured in December 2022 (Battalion
1222)

The Myanmar military used three fighter jets to attack a base of
the anti-junta People’s Defence Force (PDF) in Mandalay Region’s
Mogok Township last week, killing a column commander in the
resistance unit and forcing the group to abandon the site.

On the afternoon of January 20, military aircraft dropped some 30 bombs around the post—
located around 13 miles southeast of Mogok town—while troops on board fired machine guns
at the area. An army column of 200 soldiers then launched a ground attack, firing mortars at
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the base, according to Min Khant Kyaw, the information officer for the PDF battalion that was
targeted.

“They used excessive force and we had to abandon the base due to the great difference in
firepower. Maybe we were unprepared, as well,” the 25-year-old spokesperson told Myanmar
Now.

Injured PDF members being carried out of the besieged Mogok
base on January 20 (Battalion 1222)

The base in question was home to Battalion 1222 of the PDF,
operating under the publicly mandated National Unity
Government in Mogok and Thabeikkyin townships, as well as
fighting against the junta in northern Shan State, which is
adjacent to the region.

According to the PDF’s structure, each base typically has a
column commander who operates under battalion and vice
battalion commanders. In the January 20 attack on the Mogok

—

base, a column commander for Battalion 1222 was killed, according to the PDF. His identity was
not confirmed at the time of reporting, but he was known by the alias “PUBG.”

Three other members of the resistance force were also seriously injured, carried to safety by
other PDF troops as they fled, according to spokesperson Min Khant Kyaw. He added that while
they were able to bring their weapons, they were forced to abandon their battalion’s food
supplies and electricity generators to the advancing junta forces.

They later launched a counterattack against the Myanmar army ground troops with explosive
devices set up around the base, he said.

Battalion 1222 originally formed as the Thabeikkyin PDF in May 2021, more than three months
after Myanmar’s military coup, and was later restructured into the NUG’s PDF. Also operating in
the area is a second resistance unit, Battalion 1221.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-uses-excessive-force-to-seize-
resistance-base-in-mandalay-region

Junta Atrocities Have United Myanmar: KNU
By THE IRRAWADDY 25 January 2023

Myanmar’s oldest rebel group, the Karen National Union (KNU), was founded in 1947. Its armed
wings, the Karen National Liberation Army and Karen National Defense Organization, are
fighting the junta in Karen and Mon states and Bago and Tanintharyi regions.
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Since the regime slaughtered hundreds of peaceful anti-coup demonstrators nationwide in
2021, the KNU has given military training and armed several thousand activists to fight the
junta.

The KNU has revived its military campaign alongside newly formed resistance groups, including
several people’s defense forces.

It says has engaged the regime more than 7,000 times, killing an estimated 5,500 regime troops
and injuring around 5,000. It has reported hundreds of resistance deaths.

This month the KNU has stepped up raids on military headquarters and junta offices.

Meanwhile, it is working with the National Unity Consultative Council, a political coalition
opposing the junta, and the civilian National Unity Government (NUG) to establish a federal
union.

The KNU’s communications chief Padoh Saw Taw Nee recently told The Irrawaddy about his
hopes for 2023.

Ethnic armed organizations [EAOs] and the NUG vowed in New Year’s speeches to uproot the
dictatorship. What are the KNU’s plans for 2023?

Following the coup, we displayed our clear resistance while some groups didn’t. But other
groups still refuse to accept the regime in many ways.

We have no other option but to fight.
It becomes more clear with time that there is no alternative.

We are happy that other EAOs vowed in their New Year’s speeches to uproot the regime. This is
welcome.

We have been openly fighting the regime.

We have engaged in more than 7,000 clashes over two years. We can’t de-escalate our
revolution.

We must keep going until we win and increase efforts across military and political spheres.
What improvements can you report?

As we became used to the guerrilla tactics, there were ambushes, sniper attacks and some raids
occupying junta outposts.

Now we are conducting more urban raids, like in Kawkareik.

This shows our growing confidence. We raided a military headquarters. We have never done
this before. We raided three battalions at the same time. We could not do that before.
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More raids like that will follow as our revolution grows in every sector.
How have you managed to conduct raids like that?

This regime and its predecessors have prepared poorly for many years. For the first time, we
are receiving international support and broad domestic backing. In the past, the Bamar majority
stayed away from politics and did not help.

Now people have become one flesh and blood as junta atrocities occur across the country. That
is why our revolution has strengthened quickly.

Fighting is not the only way to demolish military institutions that have monopolized power for
70 years.

The institutions must be broken.

Many soldiers have joined us and there are many others inside the military who secretly
support the people’s revolution in many ways.

This revolution is very different from previous movements.

We hear attacks in upper Myanmar were led by the KNU. Have you expanded beyond your
traditional territory?

The dictatorship must be uprooted across the country, not just in our state. We have plans to
connect with other resistance groups. There will be more joint operations.

The junta is using more airstrikes. How can you defend yourselves?

The terrorist regime is now committing unacceptable airstrikes on civilian targets. The junta is
committing war crimes.

It shows the regime’s desperation.
We lack air-defense weapons so we must be aware of the threat from the air.

The terrorist junta regards both resistance forces and civilians as their enemy so we all must be
alert all the time. We all need to dig bunkers.

We hope the international community will provide air-defense weapons. We are asking other
countries to cut off supplies of aviation fuel for the regime.

We need anti-aircraft weapons and they need to arrive soon.
Will junta atrocities increase?
We can’t estimate how many more atrocities the junta will carry out.

[Junta leader] Min Aung Hlaing targets civilians as he has no choice. He regards the people as
his enemy and he believes his enemies will be defeated if the people are destroyed.
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We cannot predict how much more we will lose. We will never step away from the fight. Victory
gets closer with every atrocity.

Freedom does not come for free.
Do you have a policy on the junta’s election plans?
Min Aung Hlaing has no room politically. He has failed to gain international recognition.

As a final attempt to win legitimacy, he will hold an illegal election. At that point, we will fight
openly. We totally reject his fake general election.

The people must fight. No one will collaborate in his election and he won’t be able to raise his
head if he can’t implement it. That is why his election must be defeated.

Does the KNU have an action plan against the election?

We announced at our public meeting on November 11 that we would oppose the junta’s
election. There were Karen political parties at the meeting. This is a serious matter. Those who
fail to follow our policy must be held accountable.

How much control does the KNU have in its territory?
Following the coup, the junta totally lost all administrative mechanisms in our territory.
The junta’s administrators struggle to survive in the towns.

Due to the civil disobedience movement of government employees, the regime cannot run
rural schools and hospitals.

The junta can only respond militarily.
We need to consider our plans for governing after the revolution.
Has the revolution been successful?

It is hard to say how successful we have been. We can do many things politically, diplomatically
and economically against the regime that we have never done in the past. We only have to
strengthen our military connectivity with other groups.

Do you have a message for the people?

We have to keep pushing our revolution forward. We must remember that you get nothing for
free.

Freedom comes with great difficulty and costs.

Rather than asking when we will succeed, we must think deeply about how we can all
contribute to the revolution.
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If we work hard together, we will succeed quickly.
| am very pleased with the people’s contribution and thank them.

We are pleased with the continuous support from our people amid suffering and crises. We will
keep trying hard.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/junta-atrocities-have-united-myanmar-
knu.html

Thousands Flee as Myanmar Junta Artillery, Gunships Attack Villages in Karen State
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 25 January 2023

Thousands of residents have fled their homes as fighting intensifies between junta forces and
the anti-regime Lion Battalion Commando under the ethnic Kawthoolei Army in Kawkareik
Township, Karen State.

The junta has shelled and bombed villages around the battle zone close to Kyondoe town,
according to the resistance groups and residents.

Thousands have fled Kann Ni, Mi Galon, Nyaung Yeik Thar and Kaw Bein villages where regime
artillery and helicopter gunships have burned dozens of houses since Tuesday.

The junta’s Infantry Battalions 545 and 546 are bombarding the villages with artillery, causing
casualties and damage to homes, residents said.

A camp in Kawkareik run by the Committee for Internally Displaced Karen People (CIDKP) is
preparing to take in Kyondoe residents fleeing the town in search of shelter.

“We were dismayed to hear that they [regime troops] are shelling civilian areas. How would
you feel if the residents were your family, your relatives, if the houses destroyed were your
properties? It may be too far for them to reach us, but we are seeking other ways we can help,’
said Naw Hpaw Lwal, head of the CIDPKP camp in Kawkareik.

4

Clashes began in Kyondoe on Friday before gradually intensifying and reaching a crescendo
from Tuesday. They were still ongoing as of Wednesday afternoon, according to residents.

“We left the village yesterday and crossed the river to stay at a relative’s house in [Kyondoe]
town. But junta troops warned Kyondoe residents that intense fighting could break out in the
town at any time as well,” said a 43-year-old Karen man who fled Nyaung Yeik Thar village
yesterday when it was shelled by regime forces.

At least 40 junta troops have been killed in the clashes so far, according to a statement issued
by the Lion Battalion Commando on Wednesday.
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The Irrawaddy could not verify that figure.
Residents and resistance groups said they are still unable to give civilian casualty figures.

“Intense clashes are still breaking out and the terrorist military council keeps shelling and
bombing from Mi35 [helicopter gunships]. Some of our troops have also been injured,” said the
Lion Battalion Commando in their statement.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/thousands-flee-as-myanmar-junta-artillery-
gunships-attack-villages-in-karen-state.html

Multiple junta administrative offices torched in Karen State border town

Four offices of the military council’s administrative mechanism in Payathonzu are ‘reduced to
ashes’ in one evening, with a local guerrilla force claiming responsibility

Linn Htin / May Yu | Published on Jan 25, 2023

The fire that destroyed four junta offices in Payathonzu on
January 23 (Supplied)

Several junta offices in Karen State’s Payathonzu town
burned down on Monday night after being targeted in arson
attacks by an area resistance force, according to local
sources and media reports.

The military council’s city development committee and general administration offices—located
in front of an army base on Bayinnaung Rd—and those for immigration and military
intelligence, across from the town’s market, were destroyed in fires set after 8pm, at which
time gunfire was heard by area locals.

“All of the places that were torched were reduced to ashes, and six or seven shops that were
connected to the general administration office were also destroyed,” said a resident of
Payathonzu, which is located in Kyainseikgyi Township near the border with Thailand.

The Payathonzu Guerrilla Force (PGF) claimed responsibility for the attack in an interview with
local media outlet The Irrawaddy on Tuesday, urging the staff of the junta’s administrative
mechanism to leave their jobs and join the Civil Disobedience Movement aimed at toppling the
regime.

Further clashes erupted in the area following the arson. The Lion Battalion Commando—which
operates under deposed Karen National Defence Organisation leader Saw Nerdah Mya’s new
Kawthoolei Army—ambushed multiple junta columns coming from Kyainseikgyi town towards
Payathonzu.
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The remains of a junta office that was destroyed in the
January 23 fire (Supplied)

Shops in Payathonzu were closed until Tuesday afternoon,
a local woman told Myanmar Now, adding that the
Myanmar army soldiers had been seen patrolling the
town.

“Everyone’s still on high alert,” she said.

The Karen National Union (KNU), the People’s Defence Force and the Democratic Karen
Benevolent Army (DKBA) also operate in the surrounding area, which falls under the KNU’s
Brigade 6 territory, known as Dooplaya District.

On January 21, the military carried out an airstrike that destroyed the house of DKBA leader Col
A Wan near Payathonzu.

Frequent battles have broken out near Payathonzu since the February 2021 coup, with the
military targeting civilian homes, mines, and a monastery in the area.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/multiple-junta-administrative-offices-torched-in-karen-
state-border-town

Myanmar Regime Bombs Displacement Hub at Monastery in Chin State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 January 2023

Junta air attacks on Mindat Township, Chin State have injured at least eight people and
targeted a monastery organizing shelter for displaced residents, according to the local civilian
People’s Authority.

The regime carried out eight airstrikes in Mindat between January 7 and 23, said the Chinland
Defense Force (CDF).

The most recent air raids took place at the weekend, said Salai Yaw Marn, spokesman of Mindat
People’s Authority.

“They dropped bombs from the air on Jan. 21 and 22 and fired artillery. They also bombed near
the rural health care center where they believed those injured [in the strikes] would be taken.
There were no fatalities, but some eight people were injured,” said Salai Yaw Marn.

The unprovoked air and artillery strikes damaged houses, a monastery, and a religious hall at
two villages in northern Mindat. A regime battalion based in Mindat town also shelled another
village nearby, according to the People’s Authority. The attacks forced residents of targeted
villages to flee their homes.
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The People’s Authority said regime forces deliberately targeted the Buddhist monastery in
Paleik Htwi village as it was housing the township’s committee for internally displaced persons
(IDPs). The attack injured committee members and damaged relief supplies, the IDP committee
said.

Mindat CDF has warned residents to dig foxholes to protect themselves against junta air raids.

The Chin National Organization/Chin National Defense Force issued a statement on Tuesday,
vowing continue fighting together with other revolutionary forces until the military dictatorship
is toppled.

Junta forces attacked the Mt. Victoria headquarters of the Chin National Front, the political
wing of the Chin National Army, near the Myanmar-India border on Jan. 10 and 11. The attacks
killed five CNF members and injured many others.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-bombs-displacement-hub-at-
monastery-in-chin-state.html

Myanmar military bombs Chin State monastery sheltering displaced civilians

Junta aircraft bomb and opens fire on the makeshift camp in Mindat Township, seriously
injuring locals who were unable to access medical treatment

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Jan 25, 2023

The monastery in Paleikhtwi village following the airstrike
on January 23 (Supplied)

Five civilians sheltering at a monastery in southern Chin
State’s Mindat Township were injured in a junta airstrike
on the makeshift camp for internally displaced persons
(IDPs) on Monday morning.

" According to Salai Yaw Marn, an officer within the anti-
junta People’s Administration Team for the township, two of these individuals were seriously
wounded, and at least two nearby homes in the village—Paleikhtwi—were destroyed.

“They dropped four bombs and opened fire from jets while the people in the monastery were
preparing to distribute soap and detergent to the IDPs,” he told Myanmar Now, adding, “The
bombs fell right on the assembly hall and the pagoda.”

Further details about the victims were not available at the time of reporting.

The military also fired heavy artillery at the Mindat General Hospital on Monday, and two days
earlier, launched an aerial attack on the village of Tsun Taung, five miles away from Paleikhtwi.
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“We couldn’t take those who were injured to the hospital as they were also firing shells at the
hospital,” Salai Yaw Marn said. “We had no choice but to tend to their injuries with whatever
we had in the woods. We could only give them first aid, and there was no clean or sterile place
to give them proper treatment.”

The Mindat chapter of the Chinland Defence Force (CDF), a resistance group, released a
statement condemning the military’s attacks on civilians and declaring that the junta’s targeting
of a religious building and IDP camp was a war crime.

Noting that during this month alone, the military had carried out eight airstrikes in Mindat, the
CDF urged the public to dig bunkers in preparation for further bombardments.

Salai Yaw Marn said that these shelters must be four to five feet deep, and “wide enough for at
least two people to move around freely.”

“They must also have lids with good ventilation,” he added.

Nearly 12,000 people have been displaced in Mindat and are taking shelter in nearby villages,
relatives’ homes, and religious buildings, according to local sources.

The military bombed the headquarters of the Chin National Front on Chin State’s border with
India on January 10 and 11, killing five members of the resistance group.

The junta has also previously used its air power to target religious buildings, hospitals and IDP
camps elsewhere in Chin, Karen and Karenni states.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-bombs-chin-state-monastery-
sheltering-displaced-civilians

Mon State Federal Council urged to Fight Together for Self-Determination to build a Federal
Union

By monnews - January 25, 2023

The Mon State Federal Council (MSFC), which has been expanded and changed from the former
Mon State Interim Coordinating Committee (MSICC), is now urging the Mon people to join
together and fight against military dictatorship and its tyranny. MSFC is calling for the right to
self-determination and a federal union.

The announcement was made after its first conference held on January 22, 2023.

The Council issued a statement saying it would work together with other ethnic, democratic,
and revolutionary forces to establish a federal democratic union.

“In order for a federal democratic union and a federal democratic government to take place,
the federal unit in each state must strengthen state governments. If the implementation of
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federalism at the state level is weak, that translates into a weak federal democratic union.
Since the coup, the people, particularly Karenni people have been putting up signs in every
village saying “self-reliant local government”. We believe that there are many villages in Mon
township that are working towards “self-help local government”. I also believe that there are
many areas where the State Administrative Councils (SAC) administrative operations cannot
operate. Therefore, the role of political leadership is very important and we need to show
practical political leadership in areas that are no longer governed by SAC.” said Mrs. Alvarin of
the Karenni State Consultative Council — KSCC.

After the military coup, the MSICC was formed to fight against all tyranny, including the military
dictatorship. Under the current political situation, MSICC was transformed into MSFC due to the
need for a state federal unit organization that represents the people of Mon State.

The MSFC conference approved its constitution, and three interim legislative measures to be
exercised within Monland. The Mon State Federal Council is composed of 25 councilors elected
by individual private representatives.

The Council also announced that in order to unite the forces of the Mon State (region) against
the dictatorship during the revolutionary period, there must be organizing efforts amongst all
revolutionary forces to participate in anti-dictatorship activities, and to adhere to the legislative
powers of the MSFC.

https://monnews.org/2023/01/25/mon-state-federal-council-urged-to-fight-together-for-self-
determination-to-build-a-federal-union/

Nearly 60 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 January 2023

At least 57 Myanmar junta forces including pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members were
killed in the last three days as People’s Defense Forces (PDFs) stepped up their attacks on
regime targets across the country.

In one case, resistance forces raided and burned down a junta-run general administration
office, immigration office and some military offices in a town near the Thai border in Karen
State.

Incidents were reported in Sagaing, Mandalay and Magwe regions and Karen State.
The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant attacks from PDFs.
Some military casualties could not be independently verified.

20 pro-regime militia members killed in PDF raid in Sagaing
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At least 20 pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members were killed and 15 others injured in
Shwebo Township, Sagaing Region on Sunday when 13 local PDF groups jointly raided a pro-
regime military camp in Taltheetaw Village, according to the resistance groups.

During the raid, PDF forces burned down some militia camps. In the shootout, three resistance
fighters suffered minor injuries.

Five junta troops killed by PDF land mines in Sagaing

Khin U Special Force Organization claimed it and two PDF groups killed five regime forces and
injured three others when they used three land mines to ambush 15 regime forces traveling in
the north of Khin U Township, Sagaing Region on Tuesday.

Pro-regime village raided in Sagaing

Four pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members were confirmed killed in Pale Township,
Sagaing Region on Monday when eight PDF groups from Yinmabin District and Pakokku District
in neighboring Magwe Region shelled and raided the pro-regime village of Zee Phyu Kone,
claimed Yoma Yarzar PDF group, which joined the attacks.

During the raids, PDF fighters managed to enter the village and burn down some buildings.
Two junta police killed by PDF shelling in Sagaing
Improvised explosives produced by Eagle Guerrilla Force / EGF

At least two junta policemen were killed and some of their family members
were injured in Wetlet Township, Sagaing Region on Tuesday when Eagle
Guerrilla Forces used improvised mortar shells to bomb the police station in
the town, the PDF group claimed.

The PDF group said they also shelled a base of pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee
militia members in the township and the militia group randomly responded
with firearms.

Regime camp shelled in Sagaing

Improvised artillery rounds made by Lin Yone Ni PDF in
Kanbalu Township. / Lin Yone Ni-PDF

Many regime forces are thought to have been killed or

injured in Kanbalu Township, Sagaing Region on Monday

when six PDF groups jointly used five 81-mm improvised

, mortar rounds to bomb regime forces stationed near

; _;‘:D Nyaung Zin Lay Village, claimed Kanbalu Underground
Warriors, which took part in the attack.
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The PDF group also said it conducted a surprise attack on regime forces in Kar Boe Village in the
township on Sunday. There were military casualties.

Military detachment attacked in Karen

A junta soldier killed during a clash with resistance forces in
Kyainseikgyi Township on Tuesday / Lion Battalion Commando

Three junta soldiers were killed and more than five others injured in
Kyainseikgyi Township, Karen State on Tuesday when the resistance
group Lion Battalion commando attacked a military detachment of
the military’s Division 44, the resistance group said.

During the clash, the bodies of dead soldiers were seized along with
two firearms, the group said.

On Monday night, a combined resistance group also raided and burned down a junta-run
General Administration Department office, immigration offices and some military offices in the
town of Payathonzu in Kyainseikgyi.

Regime forces bombed by PDF drone in Magwe

Local resistance group Yesagyo-PDF said it used a drone to drop three bombs on 12 regime
forces in a forest near Kan Thit Village in Yesagyo Township, Magwe Region on Tuesday.

The military reinforcements were also bombed by the PDF group while traveling to the drone
strike area. However, military casualties were unknown. An aerial video shows a drone
dropping improvised bombs on regime targets.

The group also claimed to have killed two regime soldiers as they used land mines to ambush
regime forces on motorbikes in the town of Yesagyo at 4 a.m. early Tuesday.

Pro-regime village attacked in Magwe

A pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia member was killed and two others seriously injured in
Myaing Township, Magwe Region on Sunday when local PDF groups attacked the pro-regime
village of Kan Ni using both heavy weapons and firearms, said Myaing-PDF, which was involved
in the attack.

The attack was in response to the recent junta air strikes targeting civilians in Bahin Village in
the township, the PDF group said.

Myaing-PDF forces also used a drone to bomb pro-regime military members from the pro-
regime village of Twinma while they were performing sentry duty outside the village.

20 junta troops killed by PDF land mines in Magwe
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Heavy improvised land mines produced by Myaing-PDF / Myaing-
PDF

Myaing Underground Defense Force (MUGDF) claimed to have
killed at least 20 regime troops when it and two other PDF groups
used a cluster of 15 land mines to ambush 50 troops of a military
advance unit in Myaing Township, Magwe Region on Monday.

The military detachment, which was escorting a military convoy of
supply vehicles, was ambushed with land mines while traveling to
a military camp in an oil drilling area in the township.

s Bodies of killed or injured soldiers were transported in three
military vehicles, the PDF group said.

Junta servants collecting voter lists bombed in Mandalay

Local PDF group Unicorn Guerrilla Force said it and six other resistance groups used four drones
to drop bombs on regime forces and government servants while they were collecting voter lists
for the regime’s sham election at a village in Madaya Township in Mandalay Region on Monday.

Regime leaders have instructed their forces to look for PDF forces while collecting the lists from
households.

An aerial video released by the PDF group shows drones dropping bombs on regime targets at a
monastery.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/nearly-60-myanmar-junta-forces-
killed-in-three-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

EMPOWERING JUNTA’S OPPOSITION CAMP: Political unity and solidarity of ethnic-democratic
forces key to successful revolution

BySai Wansai | January 25, 2023

As the second anniversary of military coup on February 1 approaches, the military junta or State
Administration Council (SAC) is determined to hold national election in the second half of the
year in the hope of achieving legitimacy, while the ethnic-democratic forces may be pondering
on how to heighten the alliance collaboration to a new level, in order to be more effective.

In this respect a virtual discussion held recently by Stimson Center participated by Christina Fink
and Ye Myo Hain is worth mentioning, particularly because the proposition dwells on how to
improve the overall undertaking of the ethnic-democratic forces capability and solidarity in the
sense of better coordination and cooperation.
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Christina Fink, an analyst of Myanmar issues, in analyzing the strengths and weaknesses of the
current anti-revolutionary movement said that the National Unity Government (NUG) is more
successful than the revolutionary forces of the past in raising funds for the war victims. The
revolutionary forces also can now undertake whatever they want without relying on external
support.

Although the anti-dictatorship armed movement only took place in non-Bamar ethnic states in
the past, this time around it has spread to the majority Bamar areas, and the military council is
losing control one region after another, which is becoming widespread.

Peaple's Defense Force Dashboard (1 May 2021 - 19 Jan 2023) Emergence of PDF forces in Burma.

Christina Fink also analyzed the challenges facing
the revolutionary forces at the moment, saying:
“One challenge is that the military council may
increase airstrikes. Twenty years ago, they didn’t
have the ability to do this. They have bought
fighter jets from Russia and China. They also
received military training. At the moment, when
the military council’s ground forces are quite weak,
they use more airstrikes. In addition, they know
that there is almost no support for them among
the people, so morale is also declining. But the
army is making the best use of the air force’s
capabilities. One of the things they are doing is launching airstrikes on the headquarters of the
ethnic armed groups that provide military training to the People’s Defense Force (PDF) troops.
In this way, they are trying to separate Bamar revolutionary groups from ethnic groups.
Another challenge is that there is some authoritarianism among both civilian and ethnic
leaders, including the National League for Democracy (NLD) party. Thus, it is very difficult to
organize all groups under one leadership. Therefore, it would be more practical for all
revolutionary groups to stand as a network connected to each other rather than as a single
group. From here, we can gradually improve cooperation.”

Christina Fink also considered it is important for the Bamar leaders to understand the wishes of
the ethnic groups in order to build trust with the ethnic leaders.

“The peace process started in 2010, but the NLD was not allowed to participate. During the
period when the NLD came to power, their performance was not good. They do not understand
the needs of the ethnic groups and the relationship between ethnic groups. It is also because
the NLD party did not choose the person whom the ethnic parties wanted to appoint as the
state chief minister. Only ethnic members from the NLD party are appointed to these position,
so it remains under the control of the NLD. So in the ethnic states, especially in Rakhine and
Shan states, trust is destroyed. Therefore, in order to build trust with the ethnic groups both
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militarily and politically, as the forces active in the cause of democracy, we need to overcome
not only past actions, but also the mistrust caused by recent actions,” she said.

As Scott Marcial, the former US ambassador to Myanmar, said in an interview, currently, the
revolutionary forces need to develop a road map, Christina Fink said. Now, there is a need for a
road map that is accepted by all, to ensure that the various armed resistance groups’ activities
are coordinated and that they are moving toward the same goal of becoming a stable and
peaceful country in the future, experts say.

Political analyst on Myanmar Ye Myo Hein of Woodrow Wilson Center suggested that only
through trust-building, cooperation and coordination can the current political crisis be
overcome, and building it on step by step sequencing.

“Right now, it is important to have cooperation between the revolutionary forces. According to
the history of Myanmar, It is unrealistic to expect perfect unity. Therefore, as revolutionary
forces, we must build a plan step by step.”

Ye Myo Hein also emphasized that the NUG in cooperation with the ethnic armed forces were
able to set up five military regions across Myanmar; created and established Central Command
and Coordination Committees (C3C), Joint Command and Coordination (J2C) and Alliance
Relation Committee, in order to improve the relationship between the newly established PDF
groups and the existing ethnic armed groups.

Current military situation in a nutshell

Contsstaion & Gostol Aorods Mysssa: Firt Halfof 2022 Armed conflicts and territory contestation areas.

The current military situation can be summed up under
four categories, according to analyst Ko Oo in his
report in The Irrawaddy on January 9.

According to him, from around 150,000 troops of
ethnic armed organizations (EAO) countrywide, the
first group consisting 31 percent of them involving the
Kachin Independence Army (KIA), the Karen National
Union (KNU), the Karenni National Progressive Party
B o s oot seue (KNPP), the Chin National Front (CNF) and the All

% Burma Students Democratic Front (ABSDF) are fully
cooperating with the Spring Revolution or working with
the NUG.

Another 31 percent, the second group consisting of the

Arakan Army (AA), the Ta’ang National Liberation Army

T et (TNLA) and the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance
""""" Army (MNDAA) or Kokang, have been only partially
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been involved in the Spring Revolution, but they effectively checkmate or contain the junta
troops.

Another 31 percent, the third group consisting of the United Wa State Army (UWSA), the Shan
State Progress Party (SSPP) and the National Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA) or Mongla, are
not currently involved in the Spring Revolution. But they are not engaged in active fighting with
the regime, and it also appears that they are not helping the resistance forces either.

The fourth group, consisting of the RCSS, the New Mon State Party (NMSP), the Democratic
Karen Benevolent Army (DKBA), the Karen National Union/Karen National Liberation Army-
Peace Council (KNU/KNLA-PC), the Arakan Liberation Party (ALP), the Pa-O National Liberation
Organization (PNLO), and the Lahu Democratic Union, which accounts for 7 percent of the total
troops, are unlikely to join the ethnic-democratic forces in the Spring Revolution for now.

In addition to this recent report of The Irrawaddy said that the UWSA, NDAA and SSPP, all of
them EAOs from Shan State, rejected the junta’s ultimatum or demand that they stop
supporting the parallel NUG, its Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH)
parliamentary body, and its People’s Defense Force (PDF) armed wing.

The three EAOs during their attendance of the so-called peace talks with the regime in
Naypyitaw from January 5-7, the junta’s National Solidarity and Peace Negotiation Committee
(NSPNC) reportedly coerced them into signing an agreement to comply with the junta’s
demand.

“They asked us to sign an agreement not to support and sell arms to the CRPH, the NUG and
the PDF. We didn’t accept that. There was a heated argument and we told them that we would
walk out if they kept insisting that we sign the agreement,” a source told The Irrawaddy.

On January 24, Shan Herald reported that tension has been rising as the junta sent
reconnaissance military flight over SSPP headquarters in Wanhai.

At around 11:50 a.m. On January 24, a Yak-130 military council jet fighter hovered over Wan
Hai headquarters at a height of more than 300 feet, SSPP spokesperson Lt. Col. Sai Su told the
Shan Herald.

“With no prior notice, a jet fighter flew into our headquarters. It circled two rounds. The first
round flew at a height of around 500 meters, and in the second round at a height of more than
300 meters. Now, although we have inquired about the reason for intrusion we haven’t
received any reply from the Naypyitaw yet,” explained spokesman Lt. Col. Sai Su to the Shan
Herald.

“If they come again without prior notice we will definitely shoot it down and at that time don’t
say that our side is reacting unreasonably,” said the spokesman.
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Conditions for a successful revolution

According to “Revolutions and Revolutionary Movements,” by James DeFronzo, five conditions
for a successful revolution are listed as follows:

Mass frustration resulting in local uprisings;

Dissident elites;

Powerful unifying motivations;

A severe crisis paralyzing state administrative & coercive powers; and
A permissive or tolerant world context.

e wWwN R

Burma or Myanmar situation actually met all the conditions mentioned above for a successful
revolution.

For example, there is mass frustration leading to local uprising because the military staged a
coup and took away the people’s partial democratic rights that they enjoyed from 2011 to
2021, which is intolerably breaching their freedom and thus met with the countrywide
resistance.

There is more than enough dissident elites joining the revolution.

The powerful unifying motivations are to uproot the military dictatorship, including all forms of
autocratic rules, and unwavering aspirations to rebuild the country within the frame of federal
democratic union.

A severe crisis paralyzing state administrative and coercive powers can be seen by countrywide
anti-coup demonstrations and later armed resistance that transformed into nationwide civil
war and the military inability to rule as more than 50 percent of the country’s territories are
under the control of ethnic-democratic forces. According to Special Advisory Council for
Myanmar (SAC-M), the junta can only claim to have stable control over 17 percent of the
country, as its rule is being actively contested elsewhere.

A permissive or tolerant world context is also the prevailing atmosphere, because the
neighboring countries and even the ASEAN cannot do anything to defuse the ongoing civil war
and seems unwilling to take sides of the two conflict parties, the military junta and the ethnic-
democratic forces, which can either be taken as being impotent, indifference, or tolerance to
the revolutionary movement.

In sum, it may be seen as favorable conditions for a successful revolution as outlined by James
DeFronzo.

Moves that still need to be undertaken

Nevertheless, even if the Spring Revolution may have grown with leaps and bounds in less than
two years it is still quite far away from immediate victory for several reasons.
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In general terms political unity and military cohesion still need to be solidify and important nuts
and bolts have to be in place first.

In practical sense political unity actually can only be achieved by resolving the constitutional crisis which
has plagued the country from the outset since the country’s independence from the British in 1948.

To make the long story short, Bamar political class has never honored the 1947 Panglong Agreement,
which is the sole legal bond between the Bamar and the non-Bamar ethnic nationalities; refusal of non-
Bamar ethnic nationalities’ 1961 federal amendment proposal, popularly known as Shan Federal
Proposal, of the 1948 Union of Burma Constitution to make it more federal, as it was only federal in
structure but unitary in essense; and steadfast rejection of ethnic equality, democracy, federalism and
human rights by successive Bamar military leaders and Bamar civilian political class to these days.

Thus in order to win over the remaining EAOs, the NUG and its ethnic allies may need to produce a
federal democratic union constitution and not just Federal Democracy Charter (FDC), which is just the
guidelines and not constitution. For the non-Bamar ethnic nationalities this has to be in place first or
agreed upon first before committing themselves to the war-time coalition-building. In other words, the
transformation of FDC to federal democratic union constitution has to be speeded up, without delay, as
no decisive move from the part of the remaining EAOs will happen if the constitution is not in place.

It is true that sequencing and one step at a time is the way to go. But constitutional drafting,
which at least should include agreed core principles, will have to be given priority so that
speedy political unity and expansion of military alliance between the NUG and EAOs could gain
momentum.

To sum up, achievement of political unity depends solely upon agreeable constitution of all
stakeholders, which in turn will pave way for further network of military coordination and
cooperation, if not exactly under one command.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25746

Over 60 governments and international organisations have enabled Myanmar junta

By Mizzima | 25 January 2023

ADB Headquarters in Mandaluyong, Metro Manila,
Philippines. Photo: Wikipedia

Over 60 foreign governments and international
organisations (including United Nations entities) have
provided support for the Myanmar junta, directly and
indirectly supporting its campaign of terror, since the
February 2021 coup, according to a new report by
Justice for Myanmar.
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The report, titled Developing a Dictatorship: How governments and international organisations
are supporting the illegal Myanmar military junta - and what must be done to stop this,
provides details of the organisations and the forms of support they have provided.

Key findings include: The findings show that the following Amongst the junta enablers
highlighted in the report there were: 22 foreign governments; 26 intergovernmental
organisations (including 14 United Nations entities); 8 foreign financial institutions; and 8 other
international organisations are implicated.

The report covers four main types of support for the military junta:

Political support through diplomatic relations and actions that legitimise and enable the junta
to take decisions on behalf of Myanmar in international forums.

Technical cooperation that enables the transfer of knowledge and skills to the junta and those
who serve their interests.

Financial support that may flow through development initiatives, loan disbursements, direct
purchases from, or indirect business dealings with, companies and other entities controlled by
the junta, as well as the development of infrastructure that may serve the junta financially and
strategically.

Renting property such as hotel rooms, office spaces and residences from military- linked
businesses. The report includes 18 detailed case studies and provides clear recommendations
for what must be done to prevent the illegal military junta from gaining further funds,
resources and power. It also provides an analysis of the legal considerations and consequences
for international organisations found to be supporting the military junta.

Justice For Myanmar spokesperson Yadanar Maung says: “It has been two years since the
Myanmar military’s attempted coup. Over 2,700 people have been killed and more than 13,600
people are still detained.

“The junta is waging a scorched earth campaign against the people of Myanmar, carrying out
indiscriminate airstrikes and shelling, and has caused a humanitarian catastrophe with more
than 1.1 million displaced.

“So far, the international community has taken insufficient action to end the flow of funds and
resources that enables the military junta’s campaign of terror.

“It’s clear that some foreign governments and international organisations are not only
neglecting to help the people of Myanmar, but they are also actively supporting the military
junta that is committing war crimes and crimes against humanity against the people.

“All forms of support for the military junta are unacceptable — from inviting the military junta to
represent Myanmar at international meetings to providing training to junta members and
spending millions of dollars at military-linked hotels.
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“The National Unity Government as the legitimate government of Myanmar needs to be invited
to international meetings on behalf of Myanmar.

“All financial ties to the Myanmar military must be cut, and targeted sanctions must be
imposed.

“We call on foreign governments and international organisations to take immediate action to
end all forms of support for the military junta.”

Among the organisations named in the report, 13 have recently taken action towards ending
their support for the military junta.

https://mizzima.com/article/over-60-governments-and-international-organisations-have-
enabled-myanmar-junta

War Crimes Complaint Filed Against Myanmar Military in Germany
By AFP | 25 January 2023

BANGKOK—A group of people from Myanmar have filed a criminal complaint in Germany
accusing their country’s military of genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity, a rights
organization said Tuesday.

The case was lodged with Germany’s Federal Public Prosecutor General under the principle of
universal jurisdiction, which allows the prosecution of certain grave crimes regardless of where
they took place, and has been used to try Syrians over atrocities committed during the civil war.

The 16 complainants live in several countries, including Myanmar, and are drawn from a cross-
section of the country’s numerous ethnic groups, including Rohingya, the dominant Burman
and minority Chin communities.

Their accounts date from 2017, when the country was run by a civilian government, to 2021,
after the coup that brought the current junta to power.

“They [the army] don’t think of us as people and treat us like animals,” said Thi Da, a 35-year-
old ethnic Chin.

Her husband disappeared in September.

The 215-page complaint alleges the military “systematically killed, raped, tortured, imprisoned,
disappeared, persecuted, and committed other acts that amount to genocide, crimes against
humanity, and war crimes,” the campaign group Fortify Rights, which is leading the legal case,
said in a statement.

Page 25 of 63


https://mizzima.com/article/over-60-governments-and-international-organisations-have-enabled-myanmar-junta
https://mizzima.com/article/over-60-governments-and-international-organisations-have-enabled-myanmar-junta

The complaint draws on more than 1,000 interviews conducted by Fortify Rights since 2013, as
well as leaked documents and information from the Myanmar army and deserters, said the
rights group.

It alleges that senior military officials “knew about their subordinates’ crimes, and failed to take
any action to prevent the crimes from happening and to punish the perpetrators”.

The complaint asks the German prosecutor to open an investigation into specific officials and
others liable for mass atrocity crimes.

It also addresses the army’s actions during a violent crackdown against the Rohingya in 2017,
which forced more than 740,000 to flee.

‘l want justice’

One Rohingya woman, identified by the initials FK, survived an attack by soldiers and non-
Rohingya on her northern Rakhine village in August 2017.

Seven members of her family were killed, and as she was beaten by soldiers, she heard her
daughter-in-law being raped in the adjacent room.

“As a Rohingya woman, | want justice for the genocide so that it does not happen again,” FK
said.

Cases are currently being heard by the International Criminal Court, the International Court of
Justice, and another universal jurisdiction case in Argentina for crimes committed during the
military crackdown on the Rohingya.

The United States has said Myanmar’s 2017 crackdown on Rohingya constituted genocide.

The German complaint was filed on January 20 and is not publicly available, according to Fortify
Rights, which was established in Myanmar and also works in Thailand and Malaysia.

Germany has repeatedly prosecuted atrocities committed abroad, including the war in Syria.

In January last year, a German court jailed a former Syrian colonel for life for overseeing the
murder of 27 people and the torture of 4,000 others at a Damascus detention center a decade
ago.

More recently, the federal prosecutor’s office in Karlsruhe opened an investigation into
suspected war crimes by Russian troops following the invasion of Ukraine.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/war-crimes-complaint-filed-against-
myanmar-military-in-germany.html
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Myanmar Junta Crony Pleads Not Guilty to Drug, Financial Crimes in Thailand
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 January 2023

An arms dealer and Myanmar junta crony with close links to the country’s military regime
leader on Monday pleaded not guilty to drug trafficking and money laundering charges in
Thailand.

Myanmar citizen Tun Min Latt and three other people, in addition to legal entity Allure Group
(P&E), were charged in December with money laundering, drug trafficking and transnational
organized crime after their arrests in Bangkok in September.

During Monday’s trial hearing at the Ratchadaphisek Criminal Court in Bangkok, Tun Min Latt
and co-defendant Dean Young Guntula, the son-in-law of Thai senator Upakit Pachariyangkun,
appeared in court shackled by the ankles, while the other two sat with them without shackles.

Tun Min Latt is accused of transferring funds derived from drug sales to Allure Group (P&E), an
electricity company. According to the indictment, the company was used to “transform money
gained from offences related to drugs into commodities in the form of electricity that was
exported to [Shan State’s Tachileik in] Myanmar” from Thailand.

Dean allegedly oversaw the transfer of funds to Allure Group (P&E) from a related firm,
Myanmar Allure Group Co. Ltd. According to Thailand’s company registry, Tun Min Latt is the
sole shareholder in Myanmar Allure Group (P&E), which is registered in Mae Sai, a Thai town
across the border from Tachileik. The other two defendants, Namhom Nettrakun and Piyada
Khamta, are also accused of involvement in transferring drug money to Allure Group (P&E).

The four pleaded not guilty on Monday via their attorneys, and provided reasons for their pleas,
according to Thai news website Prachatai.

The lawyers stated that their clients had nothing to do with the drug trade, insisting that Allure
Group P&E was involved only in importing electricity from Thailand to Tachiliek.

They said an unofficial moneychanger that the company used to conduct cross-border
transactions was involved with money from drug trafficking.

Dean’s lawyer claimed his client had no involvement in the matter, that among his seized assets
nothing illegal was found, and that he had never even traveled to Myanmar.

Tun Min Latt and the other defendants have been in custody in Thailand since their arrest in
September 2022. Over 200 million baht (USS5.4 million) worth of drugs and other items were
confiscated from them, Thai police said.

Two weeks later, an arrest warrant was also issued for Guntula’s father-in-law, Upakit, on drug
trafficking and money laundering charges, but the warrant was quickly withdrawn, OCCRP and
Prachatai reported.
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Tun Min Latt runs the Star Sapphire Group of companies, which brokered imports of Israeli
reconnaissance drones and aircraft parts for the Myanmar Air Force, according to sources.

Star Sapphire Group is partnered with two military-owned business conglomerates — Myanma
Economic Holdings Ltd (MEHL) and Myanmar Economic Corporation (MEC) — in numerous
ventures, sources said.

His ties to Myanmar junta leader Min Aung Hlaing’s family were revealed when police found
bankbooks and the title document of a luxury condominium owned by the adult children of
Myanmar junta chief Min Aung Hlaing among items seized during the raid in September.

The items included the title document of a four-bedroom condo worth nearly $S1 million in the
Belle Rama 9 complex in Bangkok belonging to Min Aung Hlaing’s son Aung Pyae Sone, and two
Siam Commercial Bank passbooks belonging to Khin Thiri Thet Mon, Min Aung Hlaing’s
daughter.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/junta-crony/myanmar-junta-crony-pleads-not-guilty-to-
drug-financial-crimes-in-thailand.html

Thai police seize 1.1 tonnes of crystal meth in under a week

By AFP | 25 January 2023

A G e N

Packages of crystal methamphetamine are seen displayed
on a table before a press conference at the Narcotics
Suppression Bureau in Bangkok on January 24, 2023.
Photo: AFP

Thai police seized 1.1 tonnes of crystal methamphetamine
in less than a week, officers said Tuesday, as the kingdom
cracks down on smuggling that has surged since the

¥

country's borders reopened.

The haul comes after a spike in clashes between police and smugglers in the kingdom's remote
northern hinterlands, long a hub for the trade in illegal narcotics.

Following a tip-off, police arrested 10 Thai nationals in a series of raids in the north and south of
the kingdom.

"Some of these drugs were kept for a period of time before being transported to the
southernmost provinces, and they were supposed to be shipped to other countries later," said
Police General Chinnapat Sarasin, Deputy National Police Chief.

He said Thailand was "surrounded by drugs manufacturing hotspots", but that the Covid
pandemic had prevented smugglers from moving their wares.
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"Now that the country has been reopened, the pent-up products are just being shipped in non-
stop," he said.

Police said in a statement that a transnational drugs gang was behind the illicit trade.

In the first operation, officers found 731 kilograms (1,600 pounds) of crystal meth, also known
by the street name "ice", in two raids in the southern Thai provinces of Phatthalung and Surat
Thani.

Following a tip-off, officers arrested three men Thursday after they discovered 688 kilograms of
crystal meth in three pick-up trucks, which they believe was smuggled into Thailand's northeast
before being transported south.

Police later arrested four more people after finding 43 kilograms of the drug, which was being
sold via the popular Thai messaging app LINE.

On Sunday, another man was arrested in northern Chiang Rai province as he prepared to
transport roughly 300 kilograms of ice -- hidden in tea bags -- south to Satun.

Finally, around 114 kilos were confiscated in central Nakhon Sawan and Patum Thani provinces,
after the drugs were found hidden in coffee bag packages. Two men were arrested.

Southeast Asia is awash with meth, and authorities netted a record billion pills across the Asian
region in 2021, according to a United Nations report.

AFP

https://mizzima.com/article/thai-police-seize-11-tonnes-crystal-meth-under-week
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B0z i AP 20008s Rights group files suit in Germany against Myanmar military
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o%gmogu Il Prachatai 000o&: Tun Min Latt in Thai court denies wrongdoing

https://burma.irrawaddy.com/news/2023/01/25/257533.html
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