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Myanmar army columns merge in Sagaing to carry out raids following resistance ambush
Buddhist monk leading deadly pro-junta militias in Myanmar’s Sagaing region
Myanmar Junta Troops Trigger Mines in Attack on Mandalay PDF Camp
Clash and blasts reported in Myanmar jade town of Hpakant
Kachin Civilians Urgently Need Landmine Awareness Training
Junta air-force unleash bombs on anti-coup DKBA military unit in Dooplaya district -a KNU-
controlled zone Karen state.
Resistance Group Burns Myanmar Junta Offices on Thai Border
Pro-democracy militias burn down junta offices in Kayin State
Regime Nixes Shan National Day in Mong Pan
Myanmar Regime Chief Presses Ahead With Plans for Sham Election
Myanmar Junta Expected to Install Puppet Civilian Govt at End of January
Political Parties for registration must be allowed for election: SAC chairman
Uncertainty Shrouds Myanmar Elections
Myanmar’s Civilian National Unity Govt Thanks China for UN Stance
Criminal Complaint Filed in Germany Accuses Myanmar Military of Genocide, War Crimes
0860mEBMD 3285:000532[| 0503059 $ BZ60p5e: BogEpS VY LnLdogoo[Be
L L L L L (<]
cg$?§ecp8:q|§ NUG q$<§eg e3lo 20 03$:Go?ﬁq
¢ c ¢ [ [ [o§~] (% Ceo O C ~ ~ C o
QPM$-0§EC0s @@@meg@o 00GOMCO ooe@oeqsoaoo§a QCOY| 3§ 32§, F200009§
oo&eoof:aéjf: esooéooo‘iésn% 0660mES0S qcﬁqo%ocﬁocﬁ 0308@08
08607E8Emode[mnEiadias[3E:e[0nE il sE sl n3(d).$0503e 63008
99,000 GORP 326460l GgPE3E:6 54
[BI1E g€ 0dammEBag6[Gi006006p: 830305805963 326005 o Goosd:
3E:66[3), §220 00§35 00§60 36 gr0pd§emleny cd%bes
8:667Be oM $A[MBa[mnE mae:sdB: 32013208 Govdiaadepq
o L o
ooep:ads aos’a$ 08006$¢ maCoaalE:ondeps E’Jo OOSGGl s00&: eoe§
Ep: oa Selle @osac aoo|__, 22|0008 oongJo oo§ ooecmcooooq_p
o?spoaPoaR@m 6093701 coomi 0p50E$E 0quE:EIEad: B:600E[GOM)
(o3 (o4 (8§ o
KNU &) 600500:6002903)| 05056[g 3:0000:0§E320328) G0qiegpep:ad
Com (03RS M|GePAdRE[oNE 63208 000 Gy 38:epPCEese
06607E86 0de0deE[ONE @q&oao JB:[ac: oo$3a§epq
om&oomg@oogsa@n coeg?sa@qp comsr.mr_, oocﬁcg]mo @§c 8:0né oQp Eso‘ﬁgo:

0660 E8S cooo«?mr_, 6[0€ 628 -6pE§Eanesadep: cp_us 50PMS: 38

.—OO

OS(QJ@(L)

200:32qE4[6¢ Mb:odeqpe
o ¢ o o¢ c O CO Co-o (N C [ (8§
aB3600$:326p§|336 GOG[E:03058 0596200560 0OEINES M

2000823292230 §E 0> DKBASS

Page 1 of 67



08:008[|,$053203E: 056077ES 2026058005
0&:008[8|,03 Groa[omEze 035 Md[gE005 ©

Q
o

S
~QGo

[3/

o
o

/ O

epeooge nﬂ|[:cg$|:a;8: op CDF - Mindat a§

Ju
00n8[B,¢ 0§[505c00[8: 63o0de0p :adIgoe
MSICC oﬁ’) 9$[cpS0rd3qudemmEB(MSFC)22(sd a[gr:ad3opd:

SSPP 6 06RBRE:R 0660mES 0]c58cS o Jid

SEOE | 0} QNG Q

06R3E:s Se0l 060305E00x G080 Go50:00p9c06 886> SSPP 0005[3$
2O . RQO%:Q 30RCQO8) ? 20009

05006 2005[805¢6[0nE 32308 Rd3pS .0 6 B caonlaadyeodaqEaedl: 000
B oon
006[3p5 002001680280 G3AHQ[B: 00OB80500p5:00608:0005: S0EF[3
0008ECd: @& S:6a232 08@8@ RCSS m 0660mES $¢ con ad:can:cs:
U $QOCEI20R g b §G CORR:CePCy:

RCSS pgag 8059)|0[03: 0gade06§ 06607EBE, [B6:96:6a:09:0 82643328, 603,80

¢ (o (8 o [ Q0 ~
[6§6206006 condemdomdgeog 0556033260 §8650d

[6§928596[Bsc0g03 Fortify Rights crsagE226qE32Q, QPecBden 0oep:g
6gee05Q[§D6e7E [03)206:qeudad 0demMEBRgGEd

2]

Ggﬁ@(TYJ(TSQE)LCYE(SGl$33080’S $8équ&o%qjosﬁe§qeé@5@: %86@@136]03%390&;)038@8:
Boes@go%%c‘iq:% 226e30m C\%sfaaoaéqu ooaéofl):ooSE)f:aoS@:d]m saorgé@[o?ors
ShocSigblt: porrpgpgadicE

:3@506 ngemoggaﬂ&o@ﬁecﬁc@ m8328@e|§n$86:>3: (oﬁem')éo%e@')g(f:q)

8:pp8:0C SSP 6:§0l030E o Bz 0B25dg

co&:60:[8|,505 rB:66 06 C:006p COOMEE] FB3E600ED #26E:a303¢ [3E0wo G

088:og8 5 008330383 0m50mB8006E:0:006680: 0 3000 0 VFA3 ©6:a8:q3
L IL L

Page 2 of 67



Myanmar Regime Raids Displace Over 7,000 Civilians in Sagaing Region
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 January 2023

More than 7,000 civilians in Sagaing Region were forced to flee their homes on Monday and
Tuesday, after Myanmar military soldiers raided and torched villages along the border of
Depayin and Ye-U townships.

Around 200 military regime troops raided five villages in Ye-U Township on Monday, displacing
residents.

On Tuesday morning junta forces moved into Depayin Township, with three columns of soldiers
raiding Let Yat Kone Village and firing heavy weapons, according to villagers. The regime troops
torched houses in the northern part of the village, before moving on to raid and torch homes in
nearby Mu Ka Twin Village.

Let Yat Kone Village was previously hit by a junta airstrike in late September last year that killed
13 people, including seven children. The village was also raided by regime troops in December
2022, when around 200 houses were burned down.

“Our house was torched in December. We built a new one and moved in yesterday, but the
soldiers torched our house again,” a Let Yat Kone resident told The Irrawaddy.

Villagers said that resistance fighters and regime troops clashed for around an hour on Tuesday
morning. However, The Irrawaddy couldn’t verify the fighting independently.

Thousands of residents from ten villages in Depayin have currently fled their homes. They are in
urgent need of food and shelter, according to local civil society group, the Depayin Refugee
Support Group.

“People are taking refuge in the fields and forest. As the weather is cold, they are in quite a lot
of trouble,” a spokesperson for the Depayin Refugee Support Group told The Irrawaddy.

Junta troops are currently deployed in Let Yat Kone Village and also in Sae Kyi Village on the
border of Depayin and Ye-U townships, from where they are firing artillery at Nyaung Hla
Village, according to locals.

Regime soldiers conducted arson attacks on 30 villages in Depayin Township in December 2022
alone, destroying over 3,000 houses and five monasteries.

An estimated 36,667 houses in Sagaing Region had been burned down by junta forces as of
December 2022, independent rights group Data for Myanmar reported in January.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-raids-displace-over-7000-civilians-
in-sagaing-region.html
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Myanmar army columns merge in Sagaing to carry out raids following resistance ambush

Three columns join to form a 300-soldier unit that assaulted a Wuntho Township village, killing
a woman and an infant

Nyein Swe | Published on Jan 24, 2023

Locals try to extinguish a fire set by the military in a Kawlin
Township village in December 2022 (Kawlin Revolution-KR)

Two civilians, including an 18-month-old child, were killed
during a Myanmar army raid in northern Sagaing Region’s
Wuntho Township on Sunday, according to a member of an
anti-junta guerrilla force active in the area.

The attack, which targeted Pein Hne Kone village, occurred on the second day of clashes
between the military and allied resistance groups from Wuntho as well as Kawlin Township,
located to the south.

Two junta columns were ambushed by the alliance near the village of Lwin Gyi—one mile from
Pein Hne Kone—on Saturday.

According to the information officer from a Wuntho-based resistance group, one of the military
columns—which had around 80 soldiers—retreated into Lwin Gyi after suffering several
casualties at around 3pm.

“We set up landmines at the entrance of Lwin Gyi, so a lot of them were killed. We haven’t
confirmed the exact numbers, but up to six of them died in that attack,” he said.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify the resistance spokesperson’s figures.

The second unit of 50 junta troops, who had just torched and destroyed the nearby village of
Shwe Taik Kone, joined the column in Lwin Gyi that afternoon around the time of the resistance
force’s attack. Together, the combined column of approximately 130 soldiers stayed overnight
in Lwin Gyi before setting fire to the village at 6am on Sunday and departing.

They then joined a larger third column of 180 troops and raided Pein Hne Kone around two
hours later, firing artillery into the village before burning at least four homes.

A woman was shot dead that afternoon while trying to flee the occupying soldiers, the Wuntho
resistance force spokesperson said, adding that her identity was not confirmed.

An infant, one-and-a-half years old, was killed by heavy weapons fire; his father and one other
civilian were also injured, he added.

On Monday morning, the consolidated unit of more than 300 troops advanced into the forests
west of Ka Na Hpawt, the village next to Pein Hne Kone.
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As of Monday afternoon, there were no further clashes in the area, according to the resistance
spokesperson, who noted that guerrilla forces were still monitoring the junta soldiers in
question.

Local resistance groups claimed that some 20 Myanmar military troops were killed in an earlier
battle in Wuntho Township, near Tone Kyeik village, on January 12.

Myanmar Now was unable to confirm those figures.
The junta does not typically release information on clashes or casualties.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-army-columns-merge-in-sagaing-to-carry-out-
raids-following-resistance-ambush

Buddhist monk leading deadly pro-junta militias in Myanmar’s Sagaing region

Warthawa’s ultranationalist agenda has enjoyed new support under military rule.

By RFA Burmese | 2023.01.24

In this undated photo, Warthawa, a pro-military nationalist
monk in Myanmar, is seen with pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militia
members. Citizen journalist

An ultranationalist Buddhist monk is leading the charge

: e against Myanmar’s armed rebellion in Sagaing region for the
military regime, establishing a network of pro-junta militias using a combination of violent
coercion and fear-mongering.

While you won’t find him on any list of sanctions targeting the junta and its cronies for their
repression of the country’s opposition, Warthawa is well known in Sagaing, where the
military has faced some of the strongest resistance to its rule since its February 2021 coup.

The stern-looking 40-year-old monk with broad shoulders and wide-set eyes made a name
for himself in Sagaing’s Kanbalu township, where he previously served as the abbot of a
temple in the Muslim-majority village of Hmaw Taw — a tract where only 10% of the 500
households observe Myanmar’s national religion of Buddhism.

He later became a former leader, or “sayadaw,” of the country’s now-defunct Ma Ba
Tha network of extremists, who residents of the region told Radio Free Asia stoked fears of
an assault on Buddhism to gain followers.

“These monks made people delusional through the use of religion, but they are evil monks,”
said a resident of neighboring Taze township, who spoke on condition of anonymity, citing
fear of reprisal.
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Despite a ban of the Ma Ba Tha under Myanmar’s former National League for Democracy
government, sources in Sagaing say that since August 2021, Warthawa has used the support
of the military regime to push his nationalist agenda. He’s also helped form “Pyu Saw Htee”
militias that assist the junta in its offensive against the region’s People’s Defense Force
paramilitary groups and armed ethnic groups.

“After the military coup, [Warthawa] supported the military and the USDP,” the Taze
resident said, referring to the pro-military Union Solidarity and Development Party.

He said that the monk and his followers have made the Pyu Saw Htee “much stronger,”
prompting a recent rash of revenge killings of civilians with suspected links to the PDF in
response to attacks on the military.

A PDF member in Kanbalu who also declined to be named told RFA that Warthawa “uses
religion as his weapon” to turn the largely uneducated population of rural Sagaing against
the armed resistance.

“He deludes the people, telling them that our country will become part of [neighboring]
India [if they do not fight],” he said.

“He first built the Pyu Saw Htee forces. Then, when they became strong, even the NLD
supporters dared not oppose them,” he said. “Some of them fled from their villages. Those
who remain are recruited by force. One person must join their forces from each household
and then these groups serve as the village defense.”

Expanding militia network

Sources say Warthawa has seen significant recruiting success in Kanbalu and Taze, as well as
the township of Kyunhla — three areas where there is already strong support amongst
villagers for the military and its political party, the USDP.

But reports indicate he is also working to expand the network throughout Sagaing, where at
least 77 pro-junta militia groups are currently operating, according to a confidential report
by the Northwest Military Command, leaked to social media in March 2022.

That same month, a video went viral on social media, purportedly showing members of the
Ma Ba Tha on a “tour” of several pro-junta villages in Sagaing in support of forming Pyu Saw
Htee units. The video appeared to show the monks helping to train people and delivering
Buddhist sermons.

In one clip, Warthawa and two other Ma Ba Tha sayadaws Wira Raza and Pandita appear to
be holding guns in their hands and telling residents that the PDF fighters were killing people
and setting fire to villages.

Sources told RFA at the time that the footage was filmed on Feb. 27 at the Yadanar Kan
Myint Htei Monastery during a Pyu Saw Htee training camp graduation ceremony in Taze
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township’s Kabe village. They confirmed that pro-junta monks had been “carrying guns” and
“taking part in some of the fighting” in the region.

In this undated photo, the monk Warthawa attends a
ceremony marking the delivery of military uniforms and
equipment from the junta to a pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee
militia. Credit: Citizen journalist

‘They call us bald-heads’

A more recent video, filmed at a monastery in western
Kanbalu’s Kyun Lel village and viewed by RFA, showed members of a Pyu Saw Htee group
telling residents that they must take up arms as part of an effort to “build peace” and defend
the area from PDF fighters who are “insulting and destroying our country, our people, and
our religion.”

“They kill their own people just because they hold different views. They call monks venerable
when they need us, but when they don’t like us, they call us bald-heads,” says one monk-
turned-militia member. “The PDF is a group of inhumane people with an animal mindset.”

“Therefore, you, my comrades, are taking up arms to defend your village, your region and
your country. Isn’t that so?”

Local media outlet Myanmar Now reported that in October, Warthawa led a group of monks
and gunmen to Kanbalu’s Ngar Toet village, where they ordered residents of the tract’s 250

households into the local monastery before one of the armed men fired his weapon into air

and warned them they would be shot if they tried to leave.

Warthawa oversaw the selection of 150 men to attend a two-week training to prepare them
for joining the Pyu Saw Htee, held at the same monastery. Nearly all who were chosen went
to the training “by force,” the report said, quoting one resident whose name was among
those called.

The resident fled the village with his family and went into hiding, but Myanmar Now said
junta troops killed one person who attempted to run away — a former campaign organizer
for the ousted NLD — and recaptured another, whose condition is currently unknown.

Warthawa has also used the military to build up his Pyu Saw Htee network by offering
incentives to potential recruits. Myanmar Now said the junta provided Warthawa with nearly
U.S.52,000 in cash earmarked for disaster relief, local development, and monasteries to buy
food for Pyu Saw Htee members in Kanbalu and Taze in October. Villagers familiar with the
militias in the townships said members are provided with free uniforms and paid U.5.580
monthly, while leaders receive a salary of U.5.5100.
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Other residents told RFA that there are currently around 400 members of the Pyu Saw Htee
in Taze, all of whom have been equipped with weapons issued to them by the junta’s
Northwest Military Command based in Monywa, Sagaing’s largest city.

‘No major sins’

While Warthawa initially established the Pyu Saw Htee groups in western Kanbalu with the
vow that they would only be used for “village protection,” sources told RFA that he had since
ordered them to join military columns throughout the township.

In the nearly two years since the coup, Pyu Saw Htee groups fighting alongside the military in
Taze have arrested or killed at least 77 civilians, burned down 83 villages, and forced more
than 16,000 people to flee their homes, the residents said.

In November and December alone, the Pyu Saw Htee groups under Warthawa’s command
killed 30 civilians and torched more than 1,100 houses in 21 villages in the three townships,
they said.

In an interview with Myanmar in June, Warthawa defended his attacks on villages he claims
to be aligned with the armed resistance movement, claiming that he was acting in the spirit
of “angry benevolence.”

When asked about his role in the conflict, a former Ma Ba Tha monk named Pauk Ko Taw
told RFA that Warthawa’s actions are “righteous” and that he “doesn’t support killing
people.”

“He is just working as a monk for building peace in Sagaing’s Kanbalu township, that’s why
he organized [the groups] for peace making,” he said. “We Buddhist monks need to organize
people to stay peaceful and united and preach harmony to our ethnic groups. Warthawa has
not committed any major sins ... in Buddhism.”

‘Training killers’

But a Sagaing-based monk characterized Warthawa’s actions as “far from acceptable” for a
member of the clergy.

Junta leader Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing “abuses his power, torturing and killing the people
and burning their villages through military might,” said the monk, who requested anonymity.

“Since Warthawa is training such killers in the Pyu Saw Htee, what he is doing is not in
accordance with the codes of Buddhist monks in any way.”

A monk in Mandalay agreed that Warthawa is abusing his role as a monk to further his own
agenda. “We Buddhist monks are prohibited from even using harsh words against others or
cursing, let alone killing or taking up arms,” the monk said.
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“Monks are the object of veneration and worship for the people and we have to preserve
morality as the model for the people. Taking up arms like he has is completely wrong and
such monks can no longer be considered followers of Buddhism.”

The monk told RFA that it is the responsibility of the State Sangha Maha Nayaka Committee,
which oversees the nation’s Buddhist clergy, to discipline such wrongdoings, but said that in
this case, “they are turning a blind eye.”

Multiple attempts by RFA to contact Warthawa for this report went unanswered, as did
inquiries made to the Yangon-based State Sangha Maha Nayaka Committee.

Translated by Myo Min Aung. Edited by Joshua Lipes and Malcolm Foster.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/warthawa-01242023144243.html

Myanmar Junta Troops Trigger Mines in Attack on Mandalay PDF Camp
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 January 2023

Around 30 junta infantry soldiers were wounded or killed on Friday when they were caught in a
minefield planted around a People’s Defense Force (PDF) battalion base in Mogok Township,
Mandalay Region, the PDF group said on Tuesday.

The National Unity Government (NUG)’s Thabeikkyin PDF battalion 1222 said the casualties
occurred after regime troops launched a combined air and ground attack on its base. Three
fighter jets bombed the base at around 12.20 on Jan. 20 while 200 regime troops attacked on
the ground.

The battalion said its commander was killed in the attack, which also left three PDF fighters
wounded.

“Around 30 bombs were dropped and the junta troops used machine guns,” the battalion said.
Its members retreated from the base under the barrage of airstrikes and ground artillery.

However, a defensive cordon of land mines planted around the camp was triggered by the
advancing junta forces. The battle for the base left around 30 soldiers wounded or dead, said
the battalion, citing reports by locals.

The PDF group lost food, backpacks and motorcycles in its hasty retreat from the base.

There are now over 300 PDF battalions nationwide, supplemented by township-level defense
forces in 250 of the 330 townships across the country.
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PDF groups vowed to go on the offensive this year and are increasingly raiding and occupying —
sometimes in tandem with ethnic armed groups — army outposts and police stations in
resistance strongholds.

The junta has responded by escalating its campaign of indiscriminate air and artillery strikes,
killing civilians while also detaining opponents of military rule.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-junta-troops-trigger-
mines-in-attack-on-mandalay-pdf-camp.html

Clash and blasts reported in Myanmar jade town of Hpakant

The incidents are the latest evidence of tensions in the area, three months after dozens were
killed there by junta airstrikes

Nyein Swe | Published on Jan 24, 2023

™M _Jade mines seen on the outskirts of Hpakant in 2016
(Myanmar Now)

Several junta soldiers are believed to have been killed after
fighting broke out in the Kachin State jade-mining town of
Hpakant early Monday morning, according to local sources.

e e The clash reportedly began at around 6am, after a
combined force of Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and People’s Defence Force (PDF) troops
attacked soldiers based inside the compound of the Ever Winner Jade company in Hpakant’s
Yumar ward.

The two sides fought for around an hour, a resident of the town with ties to the PDF told
Myanmar Now.

“They attacked the junta force stationed inside the Ever Winner compound. There were some
junta casualties, but we don’t know exactly how many,” he added.

The incident occurred amid reports of a series of blasts in and around the town over the
weekend.

On Saturday, resistance forces threw eight grenades at Hpakant Township’s general
administration office, reportedly injuring several staff members.

A woman who witnessed the incident said she saw blood inside the building after the
explosions, as well as several people being taken away in ambulances.

According to a local man, junta troops stationed at the nearby Myo-U Pagoda opened fire with
heavy artillery after the attack, forcing residents of the area to flee.
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The next day, two young men were found dead on the side of the road to Lone Khin, a town
about 25km north of Hpakant. The victims could not be identified at the time of reporting, but
were believed to be members of the PDF.

Later the same day, explosions were reported at the Uruyadana Jade Bridge and Pan Tin Bridge,
according to locals.

Tensions have been high in Hpakant since the military carried out airstrikes on October 23 of
last year targeting a music festival held there to celebrate the founding of the Kachin
Independence Organisation, the KIA’s political wing.

Dozens of people, including KIA officers and civilians, were killed in that attack.

In the wake of the February 2021 coup, the KIA moved aggressively to recapture bases it had
lost during previous years of fighting with the Myanmar military.

Following the formation of PDF and other armed groups opposed to the coup, the KIA played a
leading role in providing weapons and training to resistance forces in the country’s north.

Anti-regime activity has increased around the country in recent weeks, as the junta moves to
hold elections two years after seizing power.

On Monday, residents of Hpakant said they saw plainclothes junta troops at the town’s
gemstone market collecting lists of local household members in preparation for the election,
which regime opponents say will be used to legitimise continued military rule.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/clash-and-blasts-reported-in-myanmar-jade-town-of-
hpakant

Kachin Civilians Urgently Need Landmine Awareness Training

24th January 2023

Some residents of Kachin State, affected by the war between the
regime and resistance forces, have asked for training on how to
deal with landmines after at least nine people, including
children, were killed this year alone by the explosive devices.

“Some try to pick up an unexploded bomb because they have no
training on landmines,” a Waingmaw resident told KNG on
condition of anonymity. He said a shell fired by the regime’s
Infantry Battalion 58 landed near his chicken farm.

A ten-year-old was killed and two other children were injured after playing with a landmine
near the Wu Yang People’s Militia Force camp in Waingmaw Township on 10 January.
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In Yay Lae, three civilians were killed on the spot after children found a bomb in the village in
Shwegu Township on 19 October.

Two young cattle herders were killed on the spot after the boys played with a leftover bomb by
a river near Chaungwa in Katha Township, Sagaing Region.

Since the coup, artillery attacks on civilian areas from military bases have become frequent.

According to residents of Kawng Ra in Kachin State, it’s not uncommon for them to come across
unexploded bombs. Bombs were also found in Hpakant, Waingmaw and on the banks of the
Irrawaddy River in Kachin State, as well as in Katha and Indaw townships in Sagaing Region.

A former landmine safety educator from Waingmaw said people need to understand that the
leftover explosives are still unsafe and everyone—young and old—needs training about the
dangers they pose.

“It’s so difficult to educate them about landmines because the military regime arrests people
every time they gather as a group.” Before the coup, he said the government worked with civil
society groups to provide education in the internally displaced persons’ camps.

As fighting has increased over the past two years, it has become even more important to
protect the community from the dangers of landmines and other explosives in their villages and
farms.

https://kachinnews.com/2023/01/24/kachin-civilians-urgently-need-landmine-awareness-

training/

Junta air-force unleash bombs on anti-coup DKBA military unit in Dooplaya district -a KNU-
controlled zone Karen state.

The Military Council unleashed an aerial bombing strike on the No. 2 tactical command center
of the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA) based in Kyein Chaung village in Dooplaya
District (Kyainseikgyi Township), a territory of Karen National Union (KNU) on January 21st. As a
result of the attack, some buildings in the center were burned and destroyed, village officials
said.

Karen News | 24 January 2023

" T g { SRk g

DKBA No. 2 tactical command center is under the
leadership of Colonel Saw A Wan, whose house was
toppled in the bombing. The village clinic hit by the bomb
had been providing free healthcare to the people of
Dooplaya district since the time of the Covid pandemic,
villagers said.
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Although it is well -known that the DKBA is a Karen armed organization that signed the
Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) led by Saw Steel, the Commander-in-Chief of the DKBA,
who had become an ally of the Military Council even before the 2021 coup.

However this DKBA unit under Colonel Saw operates inside the KNU zone and cooperates with
the Karen anti-coup forces led by the KNLA.

The family homes of this DKBA unit and some office buildings were destroyed by the bombs.In
addition, the DKBA’s free public healthcare clinic and the village church were also damaged
during the attack, a village official told KIC.

“Around 1:00 at night, the planes arrived and started
dropping bombs. Bombs fell all over the command center
of DKBA, as well as the operating room of the clinic and
near the church in the village. Bombs also landed near
the gate of the command center and the training ground.
A total of 6 bombs were dropped. There were some
minor injuries”, he said.

After the Military Council bombed the DKBA command center and around the Kyein Chaung
village, residents living nearby had to flee for safety. KIC contacted DKBA about the attack but
have not yet received a reply and the details of the damage are still unknown.

https://karennews.org/2023/01/junta-air-force-unleash-bombs-on-anti-coup-dkba-military-
unit-in-dooplaya-district-a-knu-controlled-zone-karen-state/

Resistance Group Burns Myanmar Junta Offices on Thai Border
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 24 January 2023

A Karen State resistance group says it burned down three government offices at Payathonzu on
the Thai border on Monday.

The Payathonzu Guerrilla Force (PGF) said it attacked the general administration department
and municipal offices in the border town.

“The regime’s staff know no one can protect anyone working for the military council. We urge
all staff to join the civil disobedience movement,” said a PGF spokesman.

The PGF also warned junta informants to stop spying on revolutionary movements.

Residents reported hearing gunshots. The PGF said it fired during its coordinated raids but
there were no casualties.

The PGF said it retreated before junta troops arrived.
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After the raid, the anti-regime Lion Battalion Commando and its allies ambushed junta
reinforcements from Light Infantry Division 44 heading from Kyainseikgyi to Payathonzu.

At least three junta troops were killed and five injured, according to the Lion Battalion.
The fighting persisted until Tuesday afternoon.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-group-burns-myanmar-junta-offices-on-
thai-border.html

Pro-democracy militias burn down junta offices in Kayin State

The Karen National Liberation army joined forces with local guerillas to fight junta troops.

By RFA Burmese | 2023.01.24

The remains of the combined administration offices in
Payathonzu town, Kyainseikgyi township, Kayin state, that
were burned down by KNLA/PDF fighters on Jan. 23, 2023.
Citizen journalist

Fighting between junta troops and one of Myanmar’s
most powerful ethnic armies continued Tuesday after
local guerilla groups burned down an administrative office in Kayin state, residents and
fighters told RFA.

A local People’s Defense Force raided the office in Payathonzu town near the Thai border on
Monday night. They set fire to four buildings housing military intelligence offices, along with
general administration, immigration and land registry departments.

When the military sent in reinforcements, Karen National Liberation Army troops and a
Kawthoolei Army special commando unit joined the battle, a Kawthoolei soldier told RFA on
condition of anonymity.

One local, who also declined to be named for safety reasons, said some residents fled the
town as fighting continued Tuesday morning.

“Joint forces attacked and both sides are still fighting,” he said. “The casualties are still not
known, but the fighting intensified this morning. Almost all the offices were destroyed. The
fighting mainly erupted because of anti-regime civil disobedience movement issues.”

Another witness told RFA he could hear gunfire all through the night.

“As soon as | heard the sound | looked outside. | saw the flames rising up. | could also hear
the sound of explosions,” he said.

Page 14 of 67


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-group-burns-myanmar-junta-offices-on-thai-border.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-group-burns-myanmar-junta-offices-on-thai-border.html

A member of a local charity said two civilians were injured but she did not know the details.

“They were hit by shrapnel but | don’t know where. | heard that an elderly man and one
from the betel shop were hit,” she said. “I saw the burnt [offices], but | didn't see fire trucks
... People are moving around cautiously and there are only a few on the street.”

Neither side has released a statement about any casualties and RFA has not been able to
independently confirm whether anyone was killed.

The Karen National Liberation Army has refused to hold talks with the junta, saying there can
be no negotiations unless they include the National Unity Government, ousted by the
military nearly two years ago.

The KNLA and its political wing the Karen National Union have also said they oppose the
junta’s plan to carry out a census and hold national elections this year.

Fighting between the military, local People’s Defense Forces and ethnic Karen armies has
forced more than 97,000 people to flee their homes in Kayin State, according to data
compiled between Feb. 1, 2021, and Jan. 20, 2023, by the United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA).

Translated by RFA Burmese. Edited by Mike Firn.

This story has been updated to include quotes from locals and to clarify that the Kawthoolei
Army was also involved in the battle.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/kayin-battle-01242023023848.html|

Regime Nixes Shan National Day in Mong Pan

By SHAN | January 24, 2023

RCSS SSA troops.

The military regime has ordered an organising committee not to
hold the 76th Shan National Day in Mong Pan Township,

th! southern Shan State. The holiday that’s celebrated on 7
February has already been postponed for three years, mainly
because of the pandemic.

“We have been preparing for the Shan National Day celebrations for three months and have
already set up the stage and some buildings for visitors,” a man told SHAN on condition of
anonymity. He said the soldiers had said they could hold the celebration elsewhere, just not at
this location in Ner Wam village but after planning it since October, it was too late to move to
another location.
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Another local source, who also requested anonymity, said the military regime wanted to
prevent the event from taking place in the township in Langkho District because the
Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS) is one of the main organisers. “I think the military is
afraid that the RCSS will expand its territory in Mong Pan after the Shan National Day
celebrations and why they banned it.”

However, RCSS spokesperson Col Oum Khur said the ethnic armed group wasn’t involved. He
said the Shan Literature and Cultural Association branch for the township was organising the
event together with the residents.

Before the pandemic, the RCSS commemorated the holiday every year at its headquarters in Loi
Tai Leng and invited the Shan community to come to its hilltop camp on the Burmese side of
the border with Thailand.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25744

Myanmar Regime Chief Presses Ahead With Plans for Sham Election
By The Irrawaddy | 24 January 2023

Myanmar junta chief Min Aung Hlaing on Monday assured a meeting of the State
Administration Council (SAC) that the junta’s proposed general election will be staged later this
year, despite escalating armed resistance to the regime and condemnation of the planned poll
overseas.

Junta-appointed Union Election Commission (UEC) chairman U Thein Soe and legal experts
were invited to the Monday meeting of the SAC, the regime’s governing body, which focused
on “holding the election and the handover of power to the winning party,” according to regime-
controlled media.

At the meeting, Min Aung Hlaing suggested making further amendments to the Political Parties
Registration Law. It is not known what particular suggestions he made. The regime boss
stressed also that the UEC should not register any political party that has violated the military-
drafted 2008 Constitution.

Min Aung Hlaing boasted also that he had reached agreement in principle with the few ethnic
armed organizations (EAOs) that have held talks with him on strengthening multi-party
democracy and building a union in Myanmar based on democracy and federalism.

The junta chief also urged the UEC to staff its branch offices nationwide. He is apparently
worried that staff at election commissions at the local level may not work out of fear of attacks
by resistance forces. At least 13 election commission offices across the country have been
attacked and damaged by People’s Defense Forces from December 2021 to this past Sunday,
regime media said on Monday.
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Min Aung Hlaing urged the UEC to ensure voter lists are correct. His order was not a surprise, as
Min Aung Hlaing cited errors in the voter lists as the excuse for seizing power from the
democratically-elected government in a February 2021 coup.

The UEC has approved the introduction of a proportional representation (PR) system in the
planned poll to replace the first-past-the-post system. The adoption of PR is widely expected to
guarantee the military’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party the 26 per cent of seats
it needs to win in the national legislature. With 25 per cent of seats constitutionally guaranteed
to the Myanmar military, this will allow the regime to maintain its grip on power and claim
legitimacy as an elected government.

Numerous EAOs including the Kachin Independence Army, the Karen National Union, the
Karenni National Progressive Party, the Palaung State Liberation Front and the Ta’ang National
Liberation Army have rejected the so-called election. They are active in Kachin, Karen, Mon,
Kayah and Shan states.

The majority of Myanmar people are against the sham poll, being well aware that those who
will come to power after it is held will be the current ruling generals in different clothes, along
with their supporters.

The parallel National Unity Government and major political parties including the National
League for Democracy and the Shan Nationalities League for Democracy have rejected the
election, as have foreign governments and blocs including the United States, European Union
and Malaysia.

US Department of State Counselor Derek Chollet reiterated Washington’s rejection of the
election in a recent interview with Voice of America.

Five people including two police and election officials have been killed by resistance forces so
far this month while attempting to update voter lists.

Under the military-drafted 2008 constitution, the two years of emergency rule declared by Min
Aung Hlaing on February 1, 2021 will finish at the end of January, requiring the National
Defense and Security Council to hold an election within six months.

Observers say Min Aung Hlaing may start the election in towns controlled by Myanmar military,
and schedule the voting in other areas for later dates.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-chief-presses-ahead-with-plans-
for-sham-election.html
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Myanmar Junta Expected to Install Puppet Civilian Govt at End of January
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 January 2023

Myanmar military regime chief Min Aung Hlaing is likely to hand over power to his puppet,
acting president U Myint Swe, at the head of a “civilian government” while remaining the
power behind the throne when two years of emergency military rule expire at the end of this
month.

The scenario, sources and analysts said, is meant to prepare for the election the junta plans to
hold this year, with the regime chief continuing to hold the powerful army boss position while
waiting to become the country’s president through the election. Myanmar’s military-drafted
constitution states that a poll must be held within six months of the end of emergency rule.

They said the junta chief would most likely choose this option, as the constitution prohibits him
from extending emergency rule beyond two years. More importantly, he needs to fill the power
vacuum until the election by picking someone he will be able to influence as they organize the
election, and who can peddle Min Aung Hlaing’s lie that he is no longer in charge.

Facing no significant opposition, Min Aung Hlaing’s road to the country’s top job is open, as the
military proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party only needs to secure 26 percent of seats
in the national legislature to add to the 25 percent constitutionally guaranteed to the military.
Observers said this will make the junta feel it can claim legitimacy as an elected government,
though the planned poll has already been condemned as a sham both locally and
internationally.

Ceremonial president

The most recent NDSC meeting is held in Naypyitaw on July
31, 2022. At the meeting, the council extended military rule
| for another six months. / Cincds

If the staged “power handover” happens, it will take place at
the Jan. 31 meeting of the military-dominated National Defense and Security Council (NDSC), at
which the regime will submit its report on two years of emergency rule to the defense and
security body. As the Myanmar military chief, Min Aung Hlaing is an NDSC member.

The junta seized power from the country’s democratically elected National League for
Democracy (NLD) government on Feb. 1, 2021, announcing “emergency rule” on grounds of
vote fraud in the 2020 general election—a claim dismissed by international election observers.
The NLD won a landslide victory in the polls.

The so-called civilian government, under the name of a “transitional council”, will be led by
current acting president U Myint Swe, a former general and military-elected vice president
during the NLD government. Min Aung Hlaing picked him as the acting president at the time of
the coup, but U Myint Swe does not hold a position of power in the regime. Analysts said U
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Myint Swe’s role as president in the new government would be merely ceremonial, as Min
Aung Hlaing would pull the strings from behind the scenes.

Sources said the new cabinet members will include some from the regime’s governing State
Administration Council (SAC).

Constitutional but...

The scenario is constitutionally viable; the charter dictates that the NDSC exercise legislative
power after annulling the sovereign power granted to the military chief while transferring
administrative and judicial powers to an individual or organization that can hold them until an
election can be held.

The situation on the ground, however, could still thwart the regime’s plan to hold an election,
as fighting between the military and anti-junta forces continues to escalate, including resistance
attacks on election offices and teams involved in updating voter lists. In light of this, another
possible scenario emerges.

Some observers fear the regime could manipulate the relevant provision of the constitution,
which says that the NDSC may “normally” permit two six-month extensions of emergency rule.
Given the extraordinary situation of ongoing fighting across the country, there are questions as
to whether the NDSC can extend emergency rule a third time.

Whatever the case, the analysts said, Min Aung Hlaing will continue to hold power, be it de
facto or de jure. The NDSC meeting on Jan. 31 in Naypyitaw will decide which.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-expected-to-install-puppet-civilian-
govt-at-end-of-january.html

Political Parties for registration must be allowed for election: SAC chairman
PUBLISHED 24 JANUARY 2023

NAYPYITAW------ Political parties for registration must be allowed
for the election and it is important to enact the political parties’
registration law, said Chairman of State Administration Council
(SAC) Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing at the SAC
meeting (1/2023) held in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.

The meeting was attended by the SAC vice chairman and members
so also Union Election Commission (UEC) chairman Thein Soe and his members, legal advisors
and officials.

“The UEC should allow the political parties for registration but these parties must not violate
the constitution. So, it was important to enact the political parties’ registration law. Needs for
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amending the political parties’ registration law must be approved issued if the necessary.
Moreover, it is needed to open all election sub-commission offices. Preparations must be made
for compiling the correct voter list. Only when the commission obtains correct data across the
nation will the voter lists be correct. A free and fair election must be held in all places with the
participation of the people, and such an election must be systematic and justified,” said the SAC
chairman.

He also said that as eighty-eight out of more than 90 political parties participated in the 2020
multiparty democracy general election, representatives from 19 parties only were elected and
two representatives won in the election as independent representatives. It can be reviewed
that although there are many political parties in the country, they are weak in representing the
people. Actually, they have to represent the people with united strength. According to the
experiences in previous multiparty democracy general elections, a few numbers of political
parties could grasp the chance to participate in the Hluttaw despite many political parties.
Many numbers of political parties could do their functions as a member group. If such a group
is small, it will not enable to do organizational tasks in large areas.

The Senior General noted that all political parties have to systematically organize themselves in
a compact manner. It is necessary to review the Political Parties Registration Law to make
amendments if necessary.

The Union Election Commission Chairman reported on preparations to amend the law. The SAC
Vice-Chairman Deputy Prime Minister, the SAC secretary, the joint secretary, Council members,
and attendees discussed matters related to the amending the law.

The SAC chairman made a conclusion remarks that as the country is exercising the democratic
system, it is necessary to strive for holding a free and fair election whatever it may be. All the
people are to cast votes without fail. As the government has agreed with EAOs in cementing the
multiparty democratic system and building the Union system based on democracy and
federalism in principle, it is necessary to focus on holding the election across the nation and
creating the chance for the entire people to freely cast votes without threats and coercion.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/political-parties-for-registration-must-be-allowed-for-
election-sac-chairman

Uncertainty Shrouds Myanmar Elections

Ingyin Naing

A Myanmar junta spokesperson has told VOA’s Burmese service that there is uncertainty over
whether general elections will be held this year, due to what he calls issues regarding voter
registration and opposition attacks surging across the country.
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Myanmar's Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, head of the
military council, inspects officers during a ceremony
marking the 75th anniversary of Independence Day in
Naypyitaw, Jan. 4, 2023.

When pressed on the subject, Major General Zaw Min
Tun, said, “I can’t say for sure right now. All | can only say
is that we are working hard to hold the elections this year; however, there are various
‘subversive activities,”” he said in a telephone interview.

Zaw Min Tun appeared to be referring to Myanmar’s parallel government-in-exile, known as
the National Unity Government, or NUG, and other resistance groups that have emerged since
the junta’s seizure of power on Feb. 1, 2021. The takeover led to the ouster of the
democratically elected government of Aun San Suu Kyi and triggered widespread street
demonstrations.

The junta also declared illegal an exiled parliament known as the Committee Representing the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, or CRPH, and imposed states of emergency lasting several months at a
time.

Zaw Min Tun added, “Groups like the NUG, its parliamentary body the CRPH, and some other
groups in foreign countries are saying that they are not recognizing the elections.”

The NUG was formed by ousted Myanmar officials and some ethnic leaders who oppose the
junta and back the armed resistance movement fighting it. The junta has labeled the NUG a
terrorist group.

FILE - People march with the federal flag as they support
National Unity Government (NUG) in Yangon, Myanmar,
April 18, 2021.

A spokesperson for the CRPH told VOA the junta, formally
known as the State Administrative Council, or SAC, is
looking for any reason to stay in power.

Si Thu Maung, the CRPH’s spokesperson, said, “We can
see that what they are attempting to demonstrate is that even though they tried to hold the
election in accordance with the constitution due to these disruptions and difficulties, it will no
longer be possible, and they will have to continue to rule under martial law.”

He added, “There have been reports from the SAC that they are experiencing disruptions in the
collection of the population census for the election.”

It is not clear who the candidates will be or when the election will take place.
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The United States imposed sanctions against Myanmar, formerly known as Burma, in response
to the coup.

U.S. State Department Counselor Derek Chollet said in an interview with VOA last week that
there is “no chance” that the proposed elections in Myanmar will be free and fair.

“You can't have a free and fair election when you're jailing every significant opposition when
you're committing atrocities when you're shutting down a free press.”

Myanmar’s ruling military leader, Min Aung Hlaing, announced detailed plans for an election
during a ceremony marking the 75th anniversary of independence from Britain on January 4.

In his speech in the capital, Naypyitaw, Min Aung Hlaing said, “Upon accomplishing the
provisions of the state of emergency, free and fair elections will be held in line with the 2008
constitution, and further work will be undertaken to hand over state duties to the winning
party in accordance with the democratic standards.”

Si Thu Maung, however, said, “We understand that an election is normally announced six
months in advance. If the SAC holds elections in August, as many have predicted, they will now
have to announce at the end of January. And they will find some options or way to extend their
rule in the interim before the election.”

https://www.voanews.com/a/uncertainty-over-elections-in-myanmar/6932184.html

Myanmar’s Civilian National Unity Govt Thanks China for UN Stance
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 January 2023

In Lunar New Year greetings, the Foreign Ministry of Myanmar’s parallel National Unity
Government (NUG) thanked China for standing by the people of Myanmar at the United
Nations, in particular on the UN Security Council (UNSC).

“We [the NUG] would like to express our deep gratitude to the People’s Republic of China for
their support for the return of power to the people ... of Myanmar,” NUG Foreign Minister Daw
Zin Mar Aung said in the New Year message sent to her Chinese counterpart.

In December, the UNSC adopted its first-ever resolution on Myanmar, demanding an
immediate end to all forms of violence, the immediate release of all arbitrarily detained
prisoners, including State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and President U Win Myint, and the
implementation of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations’ Five-Point Consensus.

The resolution, proposed by the United Kingdom, was passed with no votes against. Permanent
members China and Russia abstained, opting not to wield vetoes following amendments to the
wording. India also abstained.
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Daw Zin Mar Aung said China’s decision not to side with the military junta, which is violently
oppressing the people of Myanmar, “is a proof of the good neighborliness of the People’s
Republic of China and the people of Myanmar will always remember ... China’s stand.”

She also assured Beijing that “the fruits of the revolution that the people of Myanmar and the
NUG are currently contesting will not harm the interests and the long-term stable development
of the regional countries, including the interests of the People’s Republic of China.”

She added that “The new Federal Nation envisioned by our NUG and the people of Myanmar
will only bring fruitful impacts to the neighboring countries and ... China.”

The minister also looked forward to closer relations in the year ahead.

“We convey our earnest wishes that the new year will promote and strengthen genuine Pauk
Phaw relations for the people of both China and Myanmar,” Daw Zin Mar Aung wrote, using a
Burmese expression coined in the 1950s to describe the supposedly friendly and close
relationship between China and Myanmar. “Pauk-phaw” may be translated as “fraternal” but,
according to Myanmar expert David Steinberg, it “has a closer Chinese connotation of siblings
from the same womb [and] was used uniquely for Burma.”

The junta and the NUG, which is challenging the junta’s legitimacy at home and abroad, are
both courting the powerful neighboring country’s favor.

China is a major investor and controls several strategic infrastructure projects in its southern
neighbor, including energy pipelines and a proposed port that would give Beijing vital access to
the Indian Ocean. China also has leverage over some ethnic armed organizations active near the
border. It is one of the few powerful countries, along with Russia, which has engaged with the
regime since the coup.

Despite its engagement with the junta, however, China has said it wants to see stability in
Myanmar.

The NUG, which commands the loyalty of the vast majority of Myanmar citizens, has committed
itself to China’s goal of a shared future with Myanmar and repeatedly pushed China to engage
with the civilian administration. It has warned that continuing to work with the regime will
damage Beijing’s international reputation and arouse hostility among Myanmar’s population.

China has had no official engagement with the NUG.

In an attempt to please China, junta chief Min Aung Hlaing personally attended a Chinese New
Year celebration in Yangon on Jan. 21.

At the ceremony, Min Aung Hlaing said Myanmar and China are good neighbors that enjoy
fraternal friendship. China is an important neighboring country and a multi-strategy partner, he
added.
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“Myanmar is a trustworthy neighboring country that is not two-faced toward China and her
citizens and Myanmar-born Chinese people,” said the coup leader, whose troops have killed
Chinese people during its terror campaign against the entire population.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/myanmars-civilian-national-unity-govt-
thanks-china-for-un-stance.html

Criminal Complaint Filed in Germany Accuses Myanmar Military of Genocide, War Crimes

Zsombor Peter

FILE - A protester holds onto the shirt of a fallen
demonstrator during a crackdown by security forces on anti-
coup protests in Hlaing Tharyar township in Yangon,
Myanmar, March 14, 2021.

BANGKOK — Campaign group Fortify Rights and 16
Myanmar nationals have filed a genocide and war crimes
complaint against Myanmar’s military leaders in Germany in the latest bid to leverage the
principle of universal jurisdiction against the country’s generals.

Fortify Rights announced the case Tuesday in Thailand, which shares a long and porous border
with Myanmar, and says a 215-page complaint was filed with Germany’s federal public
prosecutor on January 20. The prosecutor’s office must now decide whether to open an
investigation.

The prosecutor’s office confirmed receipt of the complaint in an email to VOA but declined
further comment.

Universal jurisdiction holds that some crimes, including genocide, are so heinous they
transcend national borders and that they and their perpetrators can be tried anywhere.

Fortify Rights CEO Matthew Smith said Germany has some of the most comprehensive laws
covering universal jurisdiction in the world and already is handling more than 100 such cases.

His said his group’s complaint, “provides new evidence that the Myanmar military
systematically killed, raped, tortured, imprisoned, disappeared, persecuted and committed
other acts that amount to genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes in violation of
German law.”

“The complaint includes evidence showing that senior military junta officials exercised superior
responsibility over subordinates who committed crimes, and that those officials knew about
their subordinates’ crimes and failed to take any action to prevent the crimes or to punish the
perpetrators,” Smith added.
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He told VOA the complaint’s targets include junta leader Min Aung Hlaing but would not
identify the rest. He said they included “members of the Myanmar military and others.”

The complaint covers their alleged abuses, both against the country’s ethnic minority Rohingya
in 2016 and 2017 and against the broader population since the military toppled a
democratically elected government in February 2021.

The United States and others have accused the military of genocide over its treatment of the
Rohingya after a 2017 wave of murder, rape and arson that drove more than 700,000 of the
mostly Muslim group to neighboring Bangladesh. Rights groups say the police and military also
have killed thousands of civilians across the country since the coup in their bid to put down an
ongoing armed resistance and civil disobedience movement to the junta’s rule.

Myanmar’s military rulers have denied wrongdoing. They say the military’s activities in 2016
and 2017 were legitimate counter-insurgency operations and that it has been using
proportionate force since the coup against “terrorists” to restore peace and order.

Fortify Rights says the mixed makeup of the complainants reflect the breadth of abuse. About
half are Rohingya; the rest come from some of the country’s many other ethnic groups,
including the Arakan, Chin, Karen, Karenni, Mon and majority Burmans.

One of the Rohingya, a woman identified only as F.K. for her safety, claims to have survived an
attack on her village in 2017 by soldiers and others under their control. According to the
complaint, she says she saw them beating, stabbing and killing her neighbors and burning their
homes, and heard them raping her daughter-in-law in an adjacent room.

“We [are counting] on the judiciary in Germany to open an investigation. This is the time to end
the perpetrators’ impunity to ensure that they no longer get away with their crimes,” said
Nickey Diamond, a Burmese complainant who fled the post-coup violence and now lives in
Germany.

“If we do not act, serious crimes go unpunished, the perpetrators even repeat their crimes,” he
said at the announcement of the complaint via video link.

In addition to interviews with hundreds of alleged abuse survivors and witnesses, Fortify Rights
says the complaint, which comes with more than 1,000 pages of supporting material, includes
information and leaked documents from military and police deserters and other sources.

The rights group says it also fills “gaps” in other cases against the military already underway at
the International Court of Justice and International Criminal Court and in another universal
jurisdiction case in Argentina. All three focus on the military’s alleged crimes against the
Rohingya before the coup. The ICJ holds only states, not individuals, criminally responsible.
Argentina’s courts, unlike Germany’s, said Smith, do not prescribe punishment specifically for
genocide.
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In yet another universal jurisdiction case, Turkey’s public prosecutor’s office is investigating
Myanmar’s military for crimes against humanity over the alleged torture of prisoners, in the
first case filed against the junta for alleged crimes committed since the 2021 coup.

None of the accused in any of those cases or in the complaint just filed in Germany are in
custody. But Smith is hopeful that could change if and when Germany’s public prosecutor
decides to launch an investigation.

“Ultimately the objective is for the German authorities to issue arrest warrants, and in the
event that that happens, things such as extradition to Germany become very real,” he said.
“This will send a message to members of the Myanmar military junta and others that are
responsible for crimes in Myanmar that they’re not safe, they’re not safe to travel in our
world.”

https://www.voanews.com/a/criminal-lawsuit-filed-in-germany-accused-myanmar-military-of-
genocide-war-crimes/6931674.html
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