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Why Are More Resistance Attacks Due Across Myanmar in 2023?
By NAYT THIT | 20 January 2023
KNLA and resistance allies in Karen State

Resistance attacks on regime targets in Myanmar’s southern,
eastern and central regions are likely to increase in the coming
months as the country’s oldest rebel group has vowed to step
up operations while saying fighting is only one way to end
military rule.

“We need to speed up in both military and political affairs,” KNU communications chief Padoh
Saw Taw Nee told The Irrawaddy.

The KNU was founded in 1947 and its armed wings, the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA)
and Karen National Defense Organization, are fighting the junta in Karen and Mon states and
Bago and Tanintharyi regions. They are the most powerful ethnic armed organizations near the
Thai border.

Fighting has already increased this year.

The KNLA and allied resistance groups attacked Battalions 32, 283 and 284 near the town of
Kyainseikgyi in Karen State on January 4, while the junta was marking Myanmar’s Independence
Day.

A battalion headquarters was seized and an infantry barracks, some officer’s quarters and
vehicles were torched before junta airstrikes forced a retreat.

Karen forces claimed that 45 junta soldiers, including a battalion commander, were killed or
wounded in the raids. Seven resistance troops were killed and 13 injured.

The KNLA and its allies raided Border Guard Force outposts along the Phayathonsu road in
Kyainseikgyi Township in early January. Two outposts were seized, 90 regime soldiers died
while nine resistance fighters were killed and 15 injured, the group said.

The attacks prompted junta shelling and airstrikes on civilian and resistance targets.

Since the 2021 coup and the subsequent killing of peaceful demonstrators nationwide, the KNU
has trained and armed several thousand volunteers to fight the regime.

Its troops have also fought alongside newly formed resistance groups and coordinated with the
civilian National Unity Government.

An estimated 5,500 regime soldiers have been killed and around 5,000 have been injured while
hundreds of resistance fighters have died, Padoh Saw Taw Nee said.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-battalion-commander-among-casualties-in-karen-state-battles.html

Near-daily coordinated attacks by KNU forces and their resistance allies are reported across
Karen, Mon, Bago and Tanintharyi.

“We need to uproot the military dictatorship not only in our state but across the country so we
have plans to connect with other resistance groups,” Padoh Saw Taw Nee said.

In December the KNLA led attacked junta targets, including a district police office and an
administrative office in Kawkareik. It claimed to have inflicted heavy casualties and seized
weapons and ammunition.

Padoh Saw Taw Nee said: “There will be more urban attacks. We have said we will attack in
various arenas.”

The KNU is also looking further afield.

The KNLA and Magwe resistance allies attacked a key junta airbase in Magwe Township using
three improvised rockets.

Padoh Saw Taw Nee said at the time that three military aircraft were destroyed and at least
eight regime troops killed.

Resistance fighters trained and assigned by the KNU are fighting with other groups across
Magwe, Mandalay and Sagaing regions.

Meanwhile, the regime continues to kill civilians, loot and burn houses and attack civilian areas
with shells and airstrikes and commit acts of sexual violence.

Since early January the regime has been escalating airstrikes in Sagaing Region and Chin, Kachin
and Karen states, possibly in response to New Year’s speeches by ethnic armed organizations’
leaders vowing to uproot the dictatorship during 2023.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/why-are-more-resistance-attacks-due-across-
myanmar-in-2023.html

Over 80 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Three Days of Clashes With Resistance
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 January 2023

At least 87 Myanmar junta forces including pro-regime militia members, in addition to two
resistance fighters, were killed in the last three days as People’s Defense Force groups (PDFs)
escalated their attacks on regime targets across the country.

In one case, two junta jet fighters bombed a crowd of civilians in a reprisal attack after the
regime suffered heavy losses in clashes with resistance forces in upper Sagaing Region.

Incidents were reported in Sagaing, Mandalay, Magwe and Bago regions and Mon State.
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The Irrawaddy has collected the following reports of significant attacks from the PDFs.
Some military casualty figures could not be independently verified.
Officers among 40 regime forces killed in fierce Bago clashes

Resistance fighters of Daung Min Thar-Yedashe PDF, which was involved in
clashes with junta forces in Yedashe Township on Tuesday. / DMT-Yedashe-
PDF

At least 40 regime forces including three army officers were killed in Yedashe
Township, Bago Region when two days of intense clashes broke out between a
military detachment and combined PDF groups, according to Bago Region PDF.

The fighting started on Monday evening when resistance forces of Taungoo District
Battalion 3501 and combined PDF groups used land mines to ambush 100 junta troops who were
moving through a forest to search for and attack resistance bases. After suffering casualties, the regime
forces withdrew from the area.

Three more intense clashes broke out in the area on Tuesday when the PDF groups reinforced by allied
forces attacked 150 regime soldiers attempting to raid the area again, said Bago Region PDF.

In the clashes, a PDF fighter was also killed and one injured. Some military equipment was
seized, the PDF group said. However, The Irrawaddy was unable to independently verify the
military casualties.

Junta suffers heavy losses in resistance attacks in upper Sagaing

Damaged houses are seen in Moetar Village in Katha after being
bombed by two junta jet fighters on Wednesday. / CJ

At least 20 regime forces are believed to have been killed and
injured in intense clashes with combined resistance groups on
Wednesday and Thursday, Katha-PDF told The Irrawaddy.

On Wednesday, combined troops from Katha-PDF, Myohla PDF and
the All Burma Students’ Democratic Front (ABSDF) attacked a military detachment of 72 troops
from military Infantry Battalion 77 who were heading to Moetar Village.

After sustaining heavy losses, two junta fighter jets bombed the resistance forces and Moetar
Village, which is several kilometers away from the clash site.

One of the bombs hit a crowd of residents attending a donation ceremony in the village. The air
strikes killed eight civilians and injured some 30 villagers, according to local sources. Some
houses were burned.

Intense fighting continued in the area for the whole day on Thursday.
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Eight regime forces killed in PDF attacks in Sagaing

The bodies of a dead pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia member is seen
after PDF groups ambushed regime forces in Kanbalu Township on
Tuesday. / Kyunhla Activists Group

At least eight regime soldiers including pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee
militia members were killed in Kanbalu Township, Sagaing Region on
Tuesday when local PDF groups jointly attacked military detachments
and bases, said Kyunhla Activists Group, the media wing of the local
resistance groups.

On Tuesday afternoon, at least five PDF groups started attacking 20 regime forces stationed at
Nyaung Zin Lay Village with heavy explosives.

Using land mines and firearms, the groups also ambushed 60 military reinforcements from Htan
Kone Village heading to Naung Zin Lay Village.

During the clash, the PDF forces used a drone to drop bombs on the regime forces. There were
no PDF casualties in the fighting.

Junta forces burning village bombed in Sagaing

Local resistance group Nayla Satkyar-Shwebo PDF claimed it and another PDF group used 24
improvised mortar rounds to bomb regime forces torching houses in Tayawtaw Village in
Shwebo Township, Sagaing Region on Tuesday.

Military casualties were unknown.
Junta forces bombed by PDF drone in Magwe

Some junta soldiers are believed to have been killed or injured in Yesagyo Township, Magwe
Region on Thursday when Yesagyo-PDF used drones to drop bombs on 15 junta sentries near a
village, the PDF group said.

Regime forces were bombed again by the PDF drone while they were trying to move the bodies
of killed or injured soldiers, the PDF group told the media.

An aerial video shot by Yesagyo-PDF shows regime forces fleeing after a bomb explodes near
them.

Police outpost attacked in Magwe

T

The entrance to the town of Pauk, Magwe Region / CJ

A junta police officer was killed and some others injured in
Pauk Township, Magwe Region on Wednesday when
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combined PDF groups attacked a police outpost in Zeepyar Village, according to local media
reports citing resistance groups.

Fifteen junta troops killed in PDF ambush in Mandalay

Improvised land mines produced by Myaung Special People Defense
Force, which joined a PDF ambush against regime forces in Nganzun
Township on Tuesday. / MSPDF

At least 15 regime forces were reportedly killed in Nganzun Township,
Mandalay Region on Tuesday when five PDF groups jointly used land mines to ambush regime forces on
motorbikes and vehicles, said Zarmani Guerrilla Force, which took part in the ambushes.

Regime forces on three vehicles and 10 motorbikes were mined in three locations while they were
returning to their base after looting and burning houses in Japankyun Village in the township, the PDF
group claimed.

In the attack, 20 other regime forces were also injured, the PDF group said, citing resident witnesses.

After being ambushed, angry soldiers arrested people nearby and killed a civilian, according to
the PDF group.

PDF fighter killed in junta raid in Mandalay

The remains of a villager killed when regime forces burned Htonebo
Village, Madaya Township on Tuesday. / Nagarni Guerrilla Force

Nagarni Guerrilla Force-Madaya members said their comrade Maung Ye
Zin Tun, 17, was killed during a regime raid on Htone Bo Village and
their camp in Madaya Township, Mandalay Region on Tuesday.

Regime forces used heavy explosives to raid Htone Bo Village. Two other PDF fighters were
injured while trying to repulse the junta raid.

Regime forces also burned down 20 houses and killed a 40-year-old resident of the village.
Regime forces retreated from the village after facing a coordinated attack from several PDF
groups from Mandalay and two townships in neighboring Sagaing Region, Nagarni Guerrilla
Force said.

Junta police outpost raided in Mon
The entrance to the town of Thanphyuzayat in Mon State / CJ

Local resistance group Ye Guerrilla Force claimed to have killed three
junta policemen and injured five others as they raided a police outpost
in a village in Thanphyu Zayat Township, Mon State on Wednesday

morning.
There were no resistance casualties.
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Airstrike leaves seven civilians dead in Sagaing’s Katha Township

The attack came after resistance forces ambushed junta troops in an area largely under the
control of anti-regime groups

Nyein Swe | Published on Jan 20, 2023

Six women and a man were killed by junta airstrikes carried out after regime forces came under
attack in Sagaing Region’s Katha Township on Wednesday, according to resistance sources.

Two fighter jets were involved in the aerial assault, which also destroyed several houses and
left dozens of people in the village of Moe Tar Lay injured, the sources said.

The incident took place at around 4:30pm on Wednesday after a column of around 70 junta
troops was pinned down following an ambush by resistance forces between the villages of Sin
Kone Taing and Tut Kone earlier in the day.

At least a dozen houses in Tut Kone and Sayti Yat, another village in the area, were also
destroyed in the attack, but no casualties were reported.

According to a member of the Katha People’s Defence Force (PDF), most of the victims in Moe
Tar Lay were in one house.

“A bomb landed on the house and three people were burned alive. Three managed to escape,
but we later found another body when we were searching there in the morning,” he said.

A resident of the village told Myanmar Now that the victims were preparing for a donation
ceremony at the time of the attack.

Figures compiled by the village’s defence team showed that as of Wednesday morning, the
bodies of six women and one man had been recovered. Several farm animals had also been
killed.

Photos seen by Myanmar Now show the charred remains of villagers and a number of damaged
or destroyed houses.

An undetonated bomb, about two feet in length, was also discovered under a house in Sayti
Yat, where five houses were completely destroyed by fire, according to a village resident.

Most residents of the area have fled to the town of Katha since the attack, he added.

Fighting resumed early Thursday morning after resistance forces deployed drones to scout
enemy positions and drop explosives, according to a defence team member.

Page 7 of 55


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/over-80-myanmar-junta-forces-killed-in-three-days-of-clashes-with-resistance.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/over-80-myanmar-junta-forces-killed-in-three-days-of-clashes-with-resistance.html
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/airstrike-leaves-seven-civilians-dead-in-sagaings-katha-township
https://myanmar-now.org/en/author/9063

Later in the day, two fighter jets returned to the area and dropped several bombs. There were
no immediate reports of casualties and the extent of damage was not known.

According to the Katha PDF, two members of the All Burma Students' Democratic Front—an
allied group that took part in the fighting—sustained minor injuries.

The groups claim that they inflicted heavy casualties on the regime forces during the two days
of clashes.

Katha Township is located in northern Sagaing Region, in an area that is largely under the
control of resistance forces. Anti-regime groups say the military has recently begun sending
large numbers of reinforcements and munitions into the area along the Ayeyarwady River.

In response, groups based in Katha, Htigyaing and Myo Hla (in neighbouring Kachin State) say
they have been carrying out continuous attacks against the regime forces.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/airstrike-leaves-seven-civilians-dead-in-sagaings-katha-
township

Myanmar Resistance Fighters Sacrifice Themselves to Save Comrades
By YUZANA | 20 January 2023

Ever since Hnin Si Hlaing joined the armed revolution against the military regime, she said she
would do anything she could to kill the junta soldiers she referred to as “military dogs”.

The 20-year-old member of the logistic group of Kawlin Township’s People’s Defence Force
(PDF) in Sagaing Region proved her words on January 7, when she and her comrade blew
themselves up when confronted by regime troops.

The two women were riding a motorcycle and transporting homemade bombs for the
resistance when they unexpectedly encountered a regime column patrolling in Kawlin
Township, one of the strongholds of the resistance to the military dictatorship.

Rather than surrender and face brutal interrogation which might have led them to give up information
about their comrades, the women blew themselves up as the soldiers approached them.

A number of soldiers were injured in the bombing, while the remains of the two women have
yet to be returned to their families, according to local PDF the Kawlin Revolution Team (KRT).

Hnin Si Hlaing worked as a sales clerk in a Kawlin store and was preparing to take the parallel
National Unity Government’s (NUG) matriculation exam, while also serving in the Kawlin PDF.

Her comrade who died alongside her was Daw Su Su Yee. The 45-year-old is survived by her 20-
year-old son and 70-year-old mother. Before the coup, Daw Su Su Yee worked as a betel nut
seller in Kawlin Township.
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But after the military takeover, she took part in anti-junta protests and then became a member
of the Kawlin PDF logistics group, as well as acting as a scout for the KRT.

Daw Su Su Yee said she felt sorry for young comrades who gave their lives for the revolution,
saying she would rather die instead of them, according to KRT.

Her house was sealed off by the regime the day after she died. Her son and mother are now
under the protection of the Kawlin People’s Administrative Body, the NUG’s administration in
the township.

The PDF said in a statement that Daw Su Su Yee and Hnin Si Hlaing had sacrificed their lives for
the revolution and honoured them as heroes.

The attack by the two women stands out as the latest example of the fighting spirit of the
revolutionary forces battling to restore democracy to Myanmar.

But there are other resistance fighters who have also sacrificed their lives for their comrades
and the revolution. These are some of them.

Ko Moe, Yesagyo Revolution Group (YRG)

s g ,\m The remains of Ko Moe and his motorcycle.

Ko Moe attacked regime soldiers by blowing himself up with
hand grenades in Magwe Region’s Yesagyo Township in early
1 July last year.

The father of two was a member of local PDF the Yesagyo
Revolution Group (YRG) and a village defense force volunteer.
# The 45-year old encountered junta troops near Thae Taw
Village monastery on the border of Yesagyo and Pakokku
townships on July 8. Ko Moe did not know that nearly 80
Myanmar military soldiers were deployed at the monastery.

After being shot and injured by regime troops near the monastery, he fell off his motorcycle. As
the soldiers approached him, Ko Moe exploded three hand grenades, killing seven soldiers
instantly. Another eight troops died later in hospital, according to YRG.

“He wasn’t a combatant. He was in the supply force, but he always carried three grenades. He
always said that he would rather die than be captured,” said Ko Zero, a YRG spokesperson.

YRG leader Ko Pathay told The Irrawaddy that Ko Moe helped scout for the PDF when it laid
mines to ambush junta forces.

“We have all thought about how to kill as many soldiers as possible if we were captured by
them,” he said.
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Eze, Moe Nyo Revolution Force
Eze from the Moe Nyo Revolution Force.

Eze, 19, a student who passed the matriculation exam with two
distinctions, joined the Moe Nyo Revolution Force in Myinmu
Township, Sagaing Region last year in order to topple the military
dictatorship.

He wanted to be an engineer and his parents intended him to go
and work in Japan. But he said that he would go to Japan only
after the revolution succeeded, said Ko Tay Zar, a spokesperson
for the Moe Nyo Revolution Force.

“He said that he would never surrender as long as the revolution is ongoing. He refused to
return home when his parents asked him to come back,” said Ko Tay Zar.

Eze was a mine technician and led the mine attacks on the Sagaing-Myinmu Road. He died in
late October 2022 while he was covering his comrades during a clash with junta forces. He and
four other comrades were surrounded as they prepared to detonate a mine to attack a column
of 150 regime soldiers.

After being hit in the thigh, he refused attempts from his comrades to rescue him and instead
told them to retreat and to leave him. His friends left him a homemade shotgun with five
bullets. Just one bullet was left when his body was found.

“He might have been captured alive, but he didn’t let himself be interrogated,” said Ko Tay Zar,
who told The Irrawaddy the resistance group wasn’t raided after the attack.

Eze’s corpse was found the day after the attack far away from where he was captured. Three
gunshot wounds were found in his chest and heads, while his legs were torn from being
dragged by the soldiers.

“He told us that if he was arrested by the military dogs, he would not talk to them but only spit
in their faces,” recalled Ko Tay Zar.

His fellow fighters remember Eze as a young man with a good attitude who always smiled, and
as someone who sacrificed his life in order to save his comrades.

“People like Eze are a rare breed. Although he was young, he was also mature,” Ko Tay Zar told
The Irrawaddy.

Bo Thanmani, Shwebo Defense Force (SBDF)

Bo Thanmani sacrificed his life to save his comrades during a clash last June in Sagaing Region’s
Wetlet Township.
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The 49-year-old founder of the Shwebo Defense Force (SBDF) was killed in action along with a
fellow fighter. More than two dozen junta soldiers opened fire on Bo Thanmani and his troop of
15 fighters. Bo Thanmani and fellow fighter Ko Soe Paing were injured.

With the regime troops just 20 feet away, Bo Thanmani ordered his comrades to retreat while
he and Ko Soe Paing covered them, according to Ko Yan Gyi, the commander of Battalion 23 of
the SBDF.

“If Sayar [Bo Thanmani] and Ko Soe Paing hadn’t covered us, we wouldn’t be alive now,” Ko Yan
Gyi told The Irrawaddy.

The pair were found dead and holding hands. Bo Thanmani had been shot twice, once in the
heart and again in the head.

“The death of Sayar [Bo Thanmani] is an irreplaceable loss for us,” Ko Yan Gyi told The
Irrawaddy.

Bo Thanmani treated his SBDF comrades like his own children. His fighters wanted him to
command them from their base camp, but he insisted on leading missions from the front.

“He thought about his comrades until his last breath and he gave his life for us,” said Ko Yan
Gyi.
Along with his comrades, Bo Thanmani resisted the regime forces with only MA-1 rifles and

homemade weapons.

A lack of sufficient arms is one of the reasons why resistance fighters are dying in battle. Ko Yan
Gyi urged the NUG, which is responsible for arming the over 300 PDF battalions currently
operating, to provide them with more weapons as soon as possible.

He explained that if SBDF had had around 10 automatic weapons, the group would have been
able to defeat the junta soldiers and save the life of their leader Bo Thanmani.

Ko Tay Zar of the Moe Nyo Revolution Force in Myinmu Township also called for more and
better arms. “If we had automatic rifles, our comrades like Eze might not have died,” he said.

The NUG has admitted that while it can’t supply the resistance with all its needs, it is trying to
support them as much as possible.

“We will have to give more lives until we get better weapons,” said Ko Tay Zar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/features/myanmar-resistance-fighters-sacrifice-themselves-to-
save-comrades.html
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Prison court sentences 6 men to life for blowing up telecoms towers

They were among 8 arrested for attacks on Mytel, part-owned by Myanmar’s military.

By RFA Burmese | 2023.01.20

Guards stand outside Yangon’s Insein prison on Feb. 12, 2022.
A secret court there sentenced six men to life in prison on Jan.
16, 2023. RFA

A court in Yangon’s Insein prison has sentenced six men to
life in prison for attacks on telecommunications towers
owned by a company tied to Myanmar’s military.

They were convicted on Jan. 16 under Section 50 (i) of the Counter-Terrorism Act which
covers terrorist bombing, according to a friend of the men.

The six were arrested with two other men in November 2022 and accused of blowing up
Mytel towers in several townships, a police station, and the power splitter and power lines
of a karaoke club.

The friend, who didn’t want to be identified for safety reasons, told RFA he only heard the
verdict on Thursday because the men were not allowed to hire a lawyer for the secret trial in
Yangon’s notorious prison.

“These eight people were arrested and | found out the court verdict was handed down three
days ago,” he said “They were only arrested last November. The court verdict was so fast.”

The six men with life sentences are T Nyein Khant; Aung Myo Win; Htet Arkar; Thea Oo
Paing’; Kyaw Thiha; and San Lin Htut.

The other two, Kaung Htut and Ye Htet Zaw, were sentenced to seven years in prison the
same day for allegedly attending military training with anti-junta troops in the jungle,
according to the men’s friends.

Mytel is 49% owned by Vietnam’s defense ministry through Viettel Global Investment. The
Myanmar military oversees a 28% stake held by state-owned Star High Co. Ltd. The
remaining 23% is owned by Myanmar National Telecom Holding.

In March last year Justice for Myanmar obtained leaked documents which the group said
showed Myanmar’s military stood to earn U.S.5720 million for Mytel between 2021 and
2025.

Three months later the activist group produced more leaked documents, which it said
proved Mytel had been working with the junta to monitor military personnel by offering
them customized phone numbers.
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According to Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma) figures released Thursday,
more than 13,600 people are being held in prisons across Myanmar.

Translated by RFA Burmese. Edited by Mike Firn.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/mytel-prison-sentences-01202023043249.html

Jahtuzup PMF Still Mining Gold In Tanai

20th January 2023

Min Zin Thant PMF

The Jahtuzup People’s Militia Force (PMF) continues to mine gold from
Jahtuzup village, where the group under the regime takes its name,
despite efforts by the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) to stop it.

\ Since December, the KIA has also been trying to shut down mines in
Kanwethu, Chaung Sone, Bankok, Ja Wan and Kai Taw areas.

Miners working at the 50 acre Kai Taw gold mine a mile from Jahtuzup along Lido Road have
already left since 10 January, but they said the PMF, led by Min Thant Zin, continues to mine
gold with four backhoes.

The PMF is using the “civilians as cover”, said an anonymous source, suspecting that the KIA
won’t attack them.

“The PMF continues to extract gold, so the KIA’s efforts (to block them) will not have a financial
impact on the PMF, but it is for the local population.”

Since 14 January, both the KIA and the PMF have blocked the roads leading to the minesin a
turf war, especially stopping fuel trucks on the road from Tanai to Lido, causing hardship for
locals who cannot get fuel or travel.

https://kachinnews.com/2023/01/20/jahtuzup-pmf-still-mining-gold-in-tanai/

Momauk Villagers Protest KIO Rare Earth Mine

20th January 2023

Hundreds of Kachin nationalities have demanded the
closure of a rare earth mine planned by the Kachin
Independence Organisation (KIO) in Momauk Township.
Nearly 200 villagers from N’ba Pa protested at the location
of the mine site in Kachin State for two days.
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“Everyone knows that it (the rare earth mine) isn’t good for all of us. We’ll keep protesting
against it until the project is shelved,” one man, who wished to remain anonymous, told KNG.
He said the next generation will still suffer from pollution when the profits from the mine dry
up, and that is why they’re against it.

On 16 January, the villagers were also joined by some civilians displaced by the war, a Kachin
Baptist Convention officer for Bhamo District and a Catholic monk from Momauk town.

Last December, villagers wrote to the KIO asking them to stop its plans for a mine in Dingsing
Pa, and some religious leaders met with leaders of the Kachin armed group. For three years, the
KIO has allowed Chinese investors to mine rare earths in the N’kawng Pa and Gauri Krung
mountain range. Now the armed group are taking measurements and sending materials to the
new mine.

“The KIO should respect our voice. As a government, it must protect the people and respect
their wishes,” said a social volunteer, who also requested anonymity.

According to KIO spokesperson Col Naw Bu, officials in the eastern district are discussing the
issue.

Rare earth elements (REE) are used for a variety of applications such as semiconductors, mobile
phones, computer hard drives, electric and hybrid vehicles, and flat panel displays and
televisions. REE ores contain metals that, when combined with chemicals from the leaching
pool, pollute the air, water and soil. In addition, the ores are often laced with radioactive
thorium and uranium, which have adverse health effects.

https://kachinnews.com/2023/01/20/momauk-villagers-protest-kio-rare-earth-mine/

Undocumented Chinese citizens from Shwe Kokko roaming around with weapons

Residents told KIC that undocumented Chinese nationals from the new city of Shwe Kokko.
carrying weapons in cars with Chinese number plates, are roaming around in Myawaddy
without any checks.

Karen News | 20 January 2023

A Myawaddy local told KIC, “ The Chinese nationals connected
with the casino business in Shwe Koko have three or four armed
bodyguards, but even at military checkpoints ,cars with Shwe

~ l Kokko Chinese license plates are not checked. The city is only
patrolled by the military, but they don’t dare to do anything
about the Chinese roaming around without documents.”
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This Shew Kokko new city project was suspended during the National League for Democracy-
NLD government, but after the military coup operations quickly resumed with the full blessing
of the Military Council.

According to people close to them, undocumented foreigners are coming to work in casino
businesses, luxury businesses, online gambling businesses in the new city, and many people are
coming in and out of the Thai-Myanmar border illegally to gamble and have fun.

“Shwe Kokkol is crowded now. BGF is working with its own administrative rules, access cards,
and local license plates. There are many illegal Chinese and other nationals. Many Burmese and
Karen people are coming because the carpentry and masonry jobs are earning well. Tenants
and farm tenants also work. Although it’s not a good time in the Mainland, it’s busy in Shwe
Kokko,” said a person working in a casino construction business to KIC.

In addition to Chinese citizens, many Thais and other foreigners are coming to live and work in
the casino businesses operating under the name Shwe Kokko new city project.

According to local news sources, the heads of the Military Council and their children often visit
the new town of Shwe Kokko for gambling and entertainment.

[A resident of Myawaddy who witnessed that undocumented Chinese nationals from casino
businesses in Shwe Kokko are riding in vehicles with Chinese number plates, carrying weapons
and being allowed to travel in Myawaddy without any prohibition or inspection by the Military
Council forces.

https://karennews.org/2023/01/undocumented-chinese-citizens-from-shwe-kokko-roaming-

around-with-weapons/

Myanmar Junta Unveils Weapons it Hopes Will Defeat Resistance
By OTTO | 20 January 2023

Myanmar’s junta chief Min Aung Hlaing has unveiled some of his new military hardware, which
he will hope can swing the balance as he battles a revolution on numerous fronts.

At the Independence Day parade on January 4 in Naypyitaw a grand military review unveiled
weapons that may be particularly dangerous to resistance forces.

The Chinese-made SY-300 multiple rocket launcher, which was first reported to be on the
military’s wish list in 2017, made an appearance.

Defense analysts in 2020 reported the possible purchase of SY-400 rocket launchers and a new
variant developed by Sichuan Aerospace Industry Corporation based in Chengdu was spotted in
Naypyitaw.
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With the capacity to use 300mm rockets, the SY-300 is the regime’s most powerful rocket
launcher. The rockets have a simple inertial guidance system but can also use Chinese Baidu
satellite navigation for mid-course guidance, significantly increasing accuracy.

Chinese-made SY-300 multiple rocket launchers, which might
be used to great effect against resistance forces, on
Independence Day on January 4.

It can be equipped with various warheads, including anti-
personnel, anti-armor or thermobaric fuel-air explosive
weapons weighing up to 150kg.

The manufacturers claim the rockets have a range from 40 to 130km with a firing accuracy of
250 meters using inertial guidance and 50 meters using both inertial and satellite navigation.

The regime already uses 120mm and 240mm multiple launchers. The military used 240mm
rockets against the Arakan Army in Rakhine State before the 2021 coup and more recently
against resistance groups in Demoso, Kayah State.

The SY-300s, with the potential to almost instantly destroy entire grid squares, may cause
increasing problems for resistance forces.

The parade also unveiled its MMT-40, a light tank or anti-tank armored vehicle, which the junta
claims to have developed domestically.

It is a cross between a tank and an ordinary armored vehicle.

The MMT-40 is a Soviet-era 251 Gvozdika armored artillery vehicle with a Chinese PTL02
105mm gun turret.

The junta’s new MMT-40 tanks at the Independence Day parade
on January 4.

It could be used to provide direct fire support. Its firepower
could enable junta forces to seize resistance bases and
overpower ground troops. Its mobility over Myanmar’s rugged
terrain remains to be seen.

Since the 2010s, the military has talked about designing and
developing its own weapons and has since designed frigates and light combat boats. It claims to
have made its own MTX-1 A and MTX- 1 B training aircraft this year. But the MTX-1 A planeis a
copy of a Chinese aircraft.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-unveils-weapons-it-hopes-will-
defeat-resistance.html
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Q&A: US Sees No Chance of Fair Election Under Myanmar Junta

Khin Soe Win

Derek Chollet says the U.S. has been "very engaged with
the National Unity Government as well as some of the
ethnic groups within Burma, talking to them about ways we
could be most helpful in their efforts to put Burma back on
the path to democracy."

WASHINGTON — The United States believes there is no
chance that proposed elections in Myanmar will be free and fair, according to Derek Chollet, a
senior adviser to Secretary of State Antony Blinken on Myanmar and other issues.

In an interview at the State Department on Thursday with Khin Soe Win, acting chief of VOA’s
Burmese Service, Chollet also discussed the recently passed Burma Act, which provides for
humanitarian assistance and civil society support to pro-democracy factions in Myanmar and
imposes targeted sanctions on elements of the ruling junta accused of human rights abuses.

Other issues discussed included Russian support for the military junta that seized power in
Myanmar, also known as Burma, in February 2020, and U.S. efforts to build support for
Myanmar opposition forces such as the National Unity Government and People’s Defense
Forces, and among Myanmar’s neighbors in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations.

The following transcript has been edited for length and clarity.

VOA: President Biden recently signed the National Defense Authorization Act, which includes
the Burma Act, which is welcomed most Burmese people, particularly the resistance groups, as
well as the National Unity Government and People’s Defense Force. But how effectively and
how soon can you deliver this assistance to the targeted groups?

Derek Chollet, senior adviser to Secretary of State Antony Blinken: Well, first of all, we're
already working — and we have been working over the last several years — to provide
nonlethal assistance to the pro-democracy opposition inside Burma. We've been very engaged
with the National Unity Government as well as some of the ethnic groups within Burma, talking
to them about ways we could be most helpful in their efforts to put Burma back on the path to
democracy. The Burma Act that was recently signed into law is something we in the Biden
administration strongly support. We worked very closely with the Congress in the development
of the Burma Act. It's something we welcome, and the fact that that was put into law in a
bipartisan basis with both Democrats and Republicans working together shows the depth of
support here in the United States for the people of Burma. [It also shows] the strong position
we have against what the junta has done.
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VOA: Yes, it's about $136 million. But compared to the U.S. assistance to Ukraine, it's just
peanuts. But this is an encouragement for the resistance group as well as the moral support for
the Burmese people who are under the military suppression.

Chollet: Yes, absolutely. And | think it's important to note the Burma Act is not the sum total of
everything we are doing for Burma. Since 2017, the United States has provided nearly $2 billion
in support to Burma, Bangladesh, the areas ... afflicted by this conflict. And we're going to
continue to try to find ways that we can support the people of Burma and the pro-democracy
opposition there.

Derek Chollet, a senior adviser to Secretary of State Antony
Blinken on Myanmar and other issues, speaks with Khin Soe
Win, acting chief of VOA’s Burmese Service, at the State
Department in Washington, Jan. 19, 2023.

VOA: The junta seems not to be winning in the fight against
the People's Defense Forces and ethnic armed groups on the
ground and focusing on air power. There are reports of some calling to impose a no-fly zone. Is
it possible for the U.S. to coordinate with the U.N. Security Council on a no-fly zone?

Chollet: Well, that's not something we're considering now. What we're trying to find is a way
that we can peacefully resolve the situation inside Burma. We strongly condemn what the junta
has done and is doing every day. We fully support the efforts by ASEAN in particular to stick to
the five-point consensus to ensure that Burma and the junta remain isolated within ASEAN and
not being able to enjoy the benefits of membership in certain ways — certainly by not having
political representation at key ASEAN meetings. When we held the U.S.-ASEAN summit here in
Washington and President Biden met with nine leaders of ASEAN, there was an empty chair.
And that was because Burma was not welcome at a political level at that meeting.

VOA: Back to NDAA and assistance for Burma, including the nonlethal assistance for armed
resistance groups. Russia might retaliate against the U.S. because the Burmese junta was the
very first to support the Russian invasion of Ukraine. Do you think Russia might react?

Chollet: We have seen over the last several years that the relationship between the junta and
Moscow has only grown stronger. Russia is the biggest military supporter of the junta. It has
been backing the junta in very significant ways. It's something we strongly condemn. And Russia
is at a point right now where it's got very few friends in the international community, and it's
found that the junta is one of the more reliable friends. That said, we were able to work with
our partners in the U.N. Security Council to have a significant resolution passed, the first time
the U.N. Security Council had spoken to the issue of Burma since the coup. Russia allowed that
Security Council resolution to go forward. And so, we've shown that we can get some things
done. But the reality is Russia and the junta are very, very close. | expect they'll remain that
way. But that will only cause us to redouble our efforts to support the people of Burma, to work
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with our like-minded allies in the region and beyond to try to bring about a resolution to this
crisis.

VOA: Neighboring countries are crucial for Burma. The military leader Min Aung Hlaing today
met with the Thai army chief in the beach resort in Rakhine state. Thailand's role in the Burma
crisis is critical because of the exodus of migrants to Thailand. When you visited Thailand
together with Secretary Blinken last year, representatives of the National Unity Government
and various armed ethnic organizations were not able to meet you because they feared Thai
intelligence would find their location. So how do you assess Thailand's role in this conflict?

Chollet: Thailand shares a very, very long border with Burma and is quite concerned about the
spillover effects of the instability. We fully understand that Thailand has been a critical partner
of us for many, many years, and working to deal with the refugee crisis in Burma and all of its
manifestations over decades. Now, we are very close partners and Thailand is an ally of the
United States. Thailand is a key partner within ASEAN. So we're working very hard to stay close
to our Thai partners as we're working together to try to resolve the situation inside Burma. It's
something that we're doing also with our other ASEAN partners, because there's many
countries with a lot at stake in Burma's future. And | think the one thing we have been able to
accomplish in the years since the coup is by maintaining the strong unity — seeing the unity
within ASEAN and then building unity between ASEAN and countries like the United States,
Australia, the United Kingdom and others with an interest in a secure and peaceful and
democratic Burma.

VOA: Secretary Blinken urged the international community to reject the sham elections that the
junta is going to hold. And then yesterday the military spokesperson confirmed they are going
to hold a National Security Council meeting at the end of this month, and they are going to set
the election date. | don’t know how they are going to do it, because the military regime’s state
of emergency expires at the end of this month.

Chollet: Look, our position hasn't changed. These elections have no chance of being free and
fair. It's a transparent attempt to try to legitimize what the junta has done and try to create an
offramp somehow for its coup. Our view is very simple. There was an election that was deemed
free and fair. It was in November of 2020. The junta did not like the outcome of that election,
which is why they did what they did on February 1, 2021. They don't control up to 50% of the
territory right now. It's unclear how they could even hold elections. You can't have a free and
fair election when you're jailing every significant opposition, when you're committing atrocities,
when you're shutting down a free press. So, we should drop any pretense that if they were to
hold an election— and they probably will try to hold one — that it would be free and fair.

This story originated in VOA's Burmese Service.

https://www.voanews.com/a/q-a-us-sees-no-chance-of-fair-election-under-myanmar-junta-
/6927384.html
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Myanmar Junta Leader Meets Thai Military Chief in Rakhine
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 January 2023

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing met chief of defense forces of the Royal Thai Armed Forces
General Chalermpol Srisawat in Ngapali Beach in Rakhine State’s Thandwe in western Myanmar
on Thursday, according to an announcement by the Myanmar military.

The Thai delegation arrived in Thandwe on Thursday on a special aircraft of the Royal Thai Air
Force to attend the 8th High-Level Committee Meeting between the Myanmar and Thai armed
forces. The two sides will discuss promotion of ties and cooperation between the two militaries
during the three-day meeting.

According to a BBC report based on a statement issued by the Royal Thai Army, military leaders
of the two countries discussed cooperation on border security and stability, and agreed to
adopt a framework for cooperation between the two armies in the future.

Min Aung Hlaing, who is also Myanmar’s commander-in-chief of defense services, reportedly
thanked his Thai counterpart for Bangkok’s assistance to Myanmar to fight COVID-19.

Myanmar’s Chief of the General Staff (Army, Navy and Air) General Maung Maung Aye and
other high-ranking officials welcomed the Thai delegation upon their arrival in Thandwe on
Thursday.

Established in 2010, the committee meets once a year. The two countries take turns hosting the
meeting. The last time the two sides met was for the seventh meeting in 2019 in Bangkok,
which Min Aung Hlaing attended.

Myanmar hosted the sixth meeting in 2018 in the country’s ancient city of Bagan, which was
also the venue for the second meeting.

Min Aung Hlaing will also visit Sittwe during his Rakhine trip, where he will discuss with local
battalion commanders the upgrading of a naval base in the town and issues relating to the
border between Maungdaw and Bangladesh, according to junta sources. Two Rohingya armed
organizations, the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army and the Rohingya Solidarity Organization,
reportedly clashed at the border near Maungdaw earlier this week.

On Tuesday, the junta’s home affairs minister, Lieutenant-General Soe Htut, and deputy police
chief arrived in Sittwe, which has seen security beefed up around the town and along the
beach.

Myanmar has been in social and political chaos since military rule began in 2021. The Thursday
meeting is the first between the two military chiefs since the takeover.
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The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), of which both Myanmar and Thailand are
members, adopted a five-point peace plan calling for, among other things, the immediate
cessation of violence in the country in an effort to resolve the Myanmar crisis in 2021.

However, the plan has made no progress as the junta has refused to implement any of its
provisions. So far, the regime has killed more than 2,700 people, mainly anti-regime activists, in
a brutal response to the resistance, including air strikes against civilians.

Indonesia is the ASEAN chair for 2023. Indonesian Coordinating Minister for Maritime Affairs
and Investment Luhut Panjaitan recently commented that Myanmar’s military regime should
give up power and let someone qualified run the country, saying “There are so many militaries
in charge of government, but if you are not qualified, why should you be president?”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-leader-meets-thai-military-chief-in-
rakhine.html

In Myanmar, a once revered monk falls from the people’s grace

Ashin Nyanissara has long courted controversy, but it took his support for a coup to finally deal
his reputation a fatal blow

Swe Win | Published on Jan 20, 2023

Around the turn of the 21st century, when | was still a political prisoner, | would often strain to
hear the sermons of one of Myanmar’s most prominent Buddhist monks through the rusty iron
bars of my cell.

The voice of Ashin Nyanissara—or Sitagu Sayadaw, as he is better known to his many
followers—is still a familiar one inside the country’s prisons. Broadcast through loudspeakers,
his words invite inmates to seek liberation—not from their jailers, but from their own spiritual
defilements.

During my years behind bars, his dhamma talks were indeed a source of salvation. In those
days, political detainees were denied access to books, writing materials, and letters from loved
ones. Utterly cut off from the outside world, we regarded anything that delivered us from the
confines of our lives as prisoners as a blessing. And so we listened to Nyanissara’s homilies with
a special intensity.

Known for his eloquence, and for basing his sermons on Buddhist lore rather than on practical
instructions on how to achieve enlightenment, Nyanissara has been a household name in
Myanmar since the 1970s. After 1988, when the country tried unsuccessfully to rid itself of its
military rulers, his fame grew as he chastised the newly installed regime by speaking often
about the Buddha’s teachings on good kings—standards that stood in stark contrast to the
brutal behaviour of the junta then in power.
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Thousands of Buddhists listening to Sitagu Sayadaw in Paleik,
Myanmar in November 2017.

This earned him a brief period in exile. After he returned to
the country, however, he seemed to get along better with the
generals. But this wasn’t particularly troubling to his
devotees, as monks are generally expected to avoid overt
involvement in politics, and to be open to engaging with even
the worst elements of society. It wasn’t until 2007, when the military carried out a merciless
assault on monks taking part in the Saffron Revolution, that Nyanissara again became mildly
critical of the country’s self-appointed rulers.

In a country where most other voices opposed to oppression had been silenced, these gentle
rebukes were profoundly heartening to many. They offered psychological support to a nation
that was under constant, crushing pressure to accept the unacceptable. And so, Nyanissara
came to be seen, in a distinctly Buddhist way, as a sort of saviour figure, simply by virtue of his
ability to remind Myanmar’s people of the fundamental sanity of their demands for justice.

Ashin Nyanissara, second from left, and Aung San Suu Kyi,
right, attend a ceremony marking the centennial anniversary
of Suu Kyi’s father, independence hero General Aung San, in
February 2015 (Pyae Sone Aung/EPA)

Preaching paranoia

A decade later, however, this image began to unravel. In May
2017, he delivered a sermon to an audience of military family
members that appeared to condone the killing of non-Buddhists. Coming at a time when the
army was facing accusations of genocide for its attacks on Rohingya Muslims in Rakhine State,
this was seen by some observers as not just a deviation from the loving-kindness preached by
the Buddha, but as an act of complicity in crimes against humanity.

As jarring as this was to many, it did not come as a great surprise to those who have followed
Nyanissara’s career in recent years. It was certainly not the first time he had expressed
antipathy towards Muslims. Over the years, he turned increasingly to the theme of the
dominance of Islam in countries like Afghanistan, Pakistan, Indonesia, and Malaysia, where
Buddhism had once flourished. While doing so, he often projected an image of himself as the
protector of the faith followed by the majority of Myanmar citizens, even though Buddhism has
no place for religious leaders who occupy such a role. Monks are meant to set an example for
those who seek to achieve liberation by overcoming their own mental shackles—not by lashing
out at external enemies, real or imagined.
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Ashin Nyanissara and Min Aung Hlaing at a ceremony in 2020
(Myanmar Now)

Interestingly, it was after Myanmar began to open up to the
outside world just over a decade ago that Nyanissara’s
preoccupation with Islam became more pronounced. Perhaps
this was because the military-orchestrated transition to a quasi-
democracy that started in 2010 didn’t just usher in limited political rights; it also showed signs
of eroding respect for traditional power hierarchies, including that of the Buddhist monastic
order.

While monks still had a moral authority that the military had long since lost, some began to feel
that their influence was waning as society changed. New forces were coming into play—
everything from party politics and civil society to a free press and social media. While many
may have adjusted well to this new reality, others saw it as more of a threat. This was
particularly true of certain senior monks who feared that in the long run, they would lose the
ability to collect the donations that they wielded to great effect to enhance their own prestige.

It was in this context that a new Buddhist nationalist movement, calling for the protection of
“race and religion,” emerged. The most notorious embodiment of this reactionary force was
the Patriotic Association of Myanmar—better known by its Burmese acronym, Ma Ba Tha—of
which Nyanissara was a founding member and vice chair.

Although he later distanced himself from Ma Ba Tha as it came to be dominated by more
extreme figures like Wirathu—the monk who spearheaded the anti-Muslim 969 Movement—
Nyanissara was clearly on board with its central message. He demonstrated this in July 2013,
around six months before the group was formally established, when he addressed a major
gathering of monks in Yangon and stoked their growing paranoia by speaking of how ancient
Buddhist pagodas had been torn down in the city’s centre to make way for mosques.

Min Aung Hlaing and Ashin Nyanissara attend an inauguration
ceremony for a 17-metre-tall Buddha statue in Naypyitaw in 2020
(Senior General Min Aung Hlaing website)

An unholy alliance

As | noted in my reporting at the time, that event was also widely
attended by members of the then-governing Union Solidarity
Party (USDP). Two years later, the military proxy party was soundly defeated by the National
League for Democracy (NLD), led by Aung San Suu Kyi. And it was at that point that
Nyanissara—who until then had avoided being too closely associated with the military—began
to forge a new relationship with Myanmar’s top general.

As the country geared up for its next election in 2020, Nyanissara worked hand in hand with
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, the commander in chief of the armed forces, to burnish his
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image as a devout Buddhist. In 2019, they joined forces to oversee the construction of a giant,
17-metre-tall statue of the Buddha in Naypyitaw. And in February of the following year,
Nyanissara organised a ceremony to confer the lengthy title of Agga Maha Mangala
Dhammajoti Daja—meaning “great and noble protector of the Dhamma”—on the man whose
orders had resulted in the expulsion of nearly a million Rohingya into neighbouring Bangladesh.

During that ceremony, held at the headquarters of the Yangon Regional Military Command,
Nyanissara sat next to Tiloka Bhivamsa, the head of Ma Ba Tha, which by then had been banned
by the NLD-led government. Meanwhile, Kumara Bhivamsa, the chief monk of the State Sangha
Mahanayaka—the state-sanctioned monastic association—officiated, completing a sort of
triumvirate of high-ranking monks dedicated to upholding the status quo.

Min Aung Hlaing, third from left, offers alms to Ashin
Nyanissara, second from left, and Tiloka Bhivamsa, the head of
Ma Ba Tha, at a ceremony in February 2020 (Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing website)

After the election, Nyanissara echoed the military’s claims that
%8 < , | there were doubts about the outcome, based on allegations
that it had been rigged in favour of the NLD. Speaking to hundreds of his followers on
November 16, 2020, he even made his own contribution to these unfounded conspiracy
theories, claiming that a mysterious box containing 40,000 ballots had appeared out of
nowhere at a polling station in Yangon.

Ashin Nyanissara in 2019 (Myanmar Now)

Despite his increasingly blatant embrace of the military,
however, Nyanissara remained a widely respected and even
revered figure. Privately, though, some had begun to express
misgivings about his charitable work, to which he dedicated
much of his time and energy. His fundraising activities took him
around the world, into Myanmar diaspora communities that donated huge sums of money to
support his many projects. During these tours, he would stay in luxury hotels rather than local
Buddhist monasteries. One follower told me that on a trip to Melbourne, Australia, about a
decade ago, Nyanissara bought an expensive camera for his personal use without even
bothering to check the price. Such reports of his free-spending ways were common, but rarely
reached the ears of devotees back home in Myanmar, where few dared to openly criticise him.

The last straw

But all that changed after the military overthrew the elected NLD government on February 1,
2021. Many were appalled when, at a ceremony held a month and a half later to mark the
birthday of Ma Ba Tha head Tiloka Bhivamsa, Nyanissara endorsed the coup regime by saying
that it had shown moral integrity and great devotion to the Buddhist faith.
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By continuing to back Min Aung Hlaing—even travelling with him to Russia last year for the
opening of a Buddhist temple—Nyanissara has outraged many who once held him in the
highest esteem. When, at an Armed Forces Day ceremony held less than two months after the
coup, Myanmar’s new dictator seized on the monk’s praise to congratulate himself for his role
in ridding Myanmar of “bad kalars” —using a derogatory term for people of Indian descent to
refer to the Rohingya—it left an especially bitter taste in many people’s mouths. For it was on
that day—March 27, 2021—that Min Aung Hlaing escalated his attacks on civilians opposed to
his rule, killing hundreds around the country.

Buddha statues inside a religious building hit by a junta air
strike in Letyetkone, in Sagaing Region’s Depayin Township,
in September 2022 (Myanmar Now)

Since then, the regime has murdered thousands more. In
Sagaing Region, where Nyanissara’s following has always
been especially strong, junta troops torch entire villages on
an almost daily basis. Countless civilians have died in these
attacks, designed to terrorise them into submission. Around the country, more than a million
have been displaced by the regime’s predations. And yet, nearly two full years into Myanmar’s
coup-induced catastrophe, support for the resistance movement remains solid.

Against this backdrop, Nyanissara’s fall from grace is the least of the country’s worries. But it
still stands as a cautionary tale to those who place their faith in religious leaders who lose sight
of the fact that the real struggle is one waged within. Only when it has slain its own demons will
Myanmar cease to be a nation at war with itself.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/in-myanmar-a-once-revered-monk-falls-from-the-peoples-
grace
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