PEACE Info (January 18, 2023)

Myanmar’s Acting President Demands Protection For Civilians
At Least Eight Myanmar Regime Forces Killed in Tanintharyi Fighting
Civil organizations in Kayin are facing huge obstacles with new Junta-drafted regulations
imposed on civil society
Kokang: Caught Between Myanmar and China
Junta shelling kills 1, injures 3 in Shan state
Junta Crackdown Against CDMers In Northern Shan State
Nearly 50 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks
Myanmar’s Civilian Govt to Grant Mining Licenses for ‘Ruby Land’
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Myanmar’s Acting President Demands Protection For Civilians
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 January 2023

Duwa Lashi La, the acting president of Myanmar’s National Unity Government (NUG), says
protecting civilians is as important as eliminating the military regime, amid attacks on junta
election preparations.

Resistance groups in Yangon, Mandalay, Monywa in Sagaing Region, Launglon in Tanintharyi
Region and Thaton in Mon State have attacked voter registration sites where junta
administrators are compiling household registrations for the planned general election.

Five junta personnel, including two police officers and a ward administrator, have been killed.

While most attacks were non-lethal, resistance groups warned that future attacks will be
bloody and urged the public to stay away from regime officials. However, junta forces have
been summoning the public to submit their details.

Duwa Lashi La said he bows down when he thinks of the revolutionary spirit and people’s
determination to resist the dictatorship each day.

“The NUG sees the elimination of the military regime as the first priority but the protection of
the lives and property of the public is our first priority too,” he told a cabinet meeting on
Tuesday.

He urged revolutionary leaders to use the correct tactics to oppose the junta’s planned
election.

The election is widely seen as an attempt by the junta to tighten its grip on power following the
2021 coup.

The NUG, revolutionary forces and democracies around the world have denounced any election
as a sham. The United States and United Nations have said any election held by the regime will
be neither free nor fair.

Ethnic armed organizations, including the Ta’ang National Liberation Army, Karen National
Union and Kachin Independence Army, rejected the planned election and warned
administrators not to take part.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-acting-president-demands-protection-
for-civilians.html
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At Least Eight Myanmar Regime Forces Killed in Tanintharyi Fighting
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 January 2023

Eight Myanmar junta forces, including pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia, were killed on Monday
in a clash with ethnic Karen-led resistance groups in Palaw Township in southern Myanmar’s
Tanintharyi Region.

A fierce firefight erupted on Monday afternoon when fighters from the Karen National Defense
Organization, one of the armed wings of the Karen National Union, the Palaw People’s Defense
Force (PDF) and other local resistance groups raided military regime forces based in Shat Pon
Village in Palaw Township.

Weapons and ammunition seized on Monday by resistance
forces during a clash in Palaw Township’s Shat Pon Village. / CJ

During the raid, the resistance forces mined military vehicles, as
. well as shooting dead junta-appointed village administrator
Nyein Chan Aung, who was also the leader of Shat Pon’s Pyu
Saw Htee militia, said Palaw Regional Defense Forces (PRDF).

A spokesperson for the Myeik District PDF told The Irrawaddy that they had received reports
from Shat Pon residents detailing how they were being oppressed by Pyu Saw Htee militia in
the village.

PRDF claimed to have killed eight junta forces in the clash. The group submitted photos of dead
soldiers and captured weapons, ammunition and military kit as evidence.

There were no resistance casualties, said PRDF. However, two villagers were killed in the
fighting after regime forces opened fire at random.

After the clash, a 33-year-old Shat Pon man was reportedly killed after being arrested by regime
soldiers while returning from fishing. The man’s throat was cut, reported local media The
Tanintharyi Times, citing residents of Shat Pon.

Regime forces also stole a gold chain from the victim, the report added.

Later on Monday night, further fighting broke out in Palaw as the combined resistance forces
raided Myanmar military battalion 285, said PRDF.

Casualties from that clash are currently unknown.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/at-least-eight-myanmar-regime-
forces-killed-in-tanintharyi-fighting.html
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Civil organizations in Kayin are facing huge obstacles with new Junta-drafted regulations
imposed on civil society

Is the regime trying to strangle local aid- providers? Associations in Kayin State are facing a big
dilemma over whether to comply with the new junta -drafted registration of all civil society
groups, and the requirement to re- register by January 2023.

Karen News | 18, January 2023

An official from a civil society group in Hpa-An city told KIC
that “ we are still debating whether or not to keep their
association, as we may be disbanded and suffer reprisals, if
we failed to comply.”

J ‘ _ He said, “ Our team is a simple funeral team. Our donors
V-4l [ =4 Yallik \ { '_‘*L» ‘Ml areinneighborhoods and cities. Now, with the new
Military Council law, it is a little difficult for us to think about it. According to the law, you
cannot be associated with an illegal organization, so each of our donors needs to know

everything. Because of that, it is difficult for us to re- register.”

According to the law of the military council, any civil organization must be registered, or they
will be imprisoned for 3 years (or) fined 1,000,000 kyats. It states that if you communicate with
individuals and organizations designated as illegal terrorists, you will be fined 5,000,000 kyats
and imprisoned for up to 5 years.

A young man from Hlaingbwe who works in charity told KIC that “ Due to the new law of the
Military Council, the civil organizations providing support for social, local development, health
and education will be weakened, and there will be fewer organizations that will be re-
registered under the Military Council.”

“| also heard that they are going to hold an election. | don’t know if there will be an election or
not. Anyway | heard that some civil society groups will re-register after the election. | can’t say
anything specific at this time,” he said.

The Registration of Organizations Law, which was newly drafted by the Military Council, states
that associations are not allowed to participate in political, religious and internal matters, and
that government departments have the right to inspect them at any time.

The law was redrafted after the military coup and published in state-run newspapers controlled
by the Military Council on October 28, 2022.The military council also instructed that the
associations must be re-registered by January 2023.

A census was conducted in the provinces and regions from January 9-13 ,and during that time,
there were 7 attacks in Mandalay, Sagaing, Tanintharyi, Karen and Chin, according to the
newspaper of the Military Council on January 14. The Military Council has also announced that
the nationwide population census will be conducted from January 9 to January 31.
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Kokang: Caught Between Myanmar and China
By BERTIL LINTNER | 18 January 2023

One of the most unexpected developments in the struggle against Myanmar’s latest military
dictatorship is the support for the resistance that has come from the Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA). An ethnic armed organization (EAO), the MNDAA is based
in Kokang in the far northeastern corner of Shan State in eastern Myanmar.

More than 90 per cent of Kokang’s population of approximately 150,000 people are ethnic
Chinese of Yunnan descent, and the region’s cultural, personal and even political ties with China
have always been strong. Given Beijing’s support for the junta that was installed after the
February 2021 coup, it may seem surprising that the MNDAA is getting away with supporting
the resistance to the regime. But, as a long-time observer of Myanmar politics, put it: “It looks
to me as if the Chinese are working, as they often do, to keep a foot of some sort in all camps.”

iR <+ Alanuary 2023 graduation ceremony for new MNDAA
v recruits. / The Kokong.

The MNDAA has trained several groups of fighters from the
pro-democracy resistance, which are loosely-banded
together and known as People’s Defense Forces (PDF). Arms
for the resistance have also been provided through the
MNDAA and its close ally the Ta’ang National Liberation Army, a powerful EAO that is active in
Palaung-inhabited areas of northern Shan State. The weapons, in turn, are Chinese-made and
come from the United Wa State Army (UWSA), which has had a ceasefire agreement with the
Myanmar military since 1989, and therefore cannot be directly involved in the fight.

The flow of guns and the fact that no Chinese-made FN-6 Man-portable air-defense systems
(MANPADS), of which the UWSA has many, have been provided seems to indicate that the
China is giving its tacit approval to the arms supplies, but with certain limitations. The PDFs
need MANPADS urgently to protect themselves against the increasingly frequent airstrikes that
the military regime has unleashed against resistance strongholds. But it wouldn’t look good if
any of the Chinese-made planes in service with the Myanmar Air Force were shot down by
Chinese-made MANPADS.

In this rather complicated context, it should also be remembered that this is not the first time
that the MINDAA has been engaged in a conflict with the Myanmar military. The group was one
of four EAOs that emerged from a mutiny among the rank-and-file of the once powerful
Communist Party of Burma (CPB) in 1989. The others were the UWSA, the National Democratic
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Alliance Army in eastern Shan State, and the New Democratic Army in Kachin State. All four
entered into, but did not sign, ceasefire agreements with the then junta, the State Law and
Order Restoration Council (SLORC), but fighting broke out between the MNDAA and the
Myanmar military in 2009. The MNDAA lost most of its territory, and an estimated 30,000
Kokang people fled across the border to Yunnan.

MNDAA troops at a memorial parade for Pheung
Kya-shin in Mongla in March 2022. / The Kokang

Most of them were able to return but, in February
2015, fighting resumed and between 40,000-50,000
refugees ended up in Yunnan. Massive airstrikes and
artillery barrages were used. In a May 2015 article
for Jane’s Defense Weekly, writer Anthony Davis described the offensive as “the largest war
since Myanmar’s independence.” China cannot have been pleased with what happened in 2009
and 2015, and probably thought it wise to maintain good relations with the MNDAA. With its
ethnic Chinese population, Kokang has always served as an unofficial buffer zone between
China and Myanmar, as well as gateway for China’s influence in Shan State and beyond.
Consequently, Kokang is of the utmost strategic importance to Beijing.

Kokang’s exact status has always been somewhat ambiguous. Prior to the arrival of the British
in the then Burma, Kokang maintained a dual relationship between local chieftains and the
Shan saohpa [sawbwa in Burmese] of Hsenwi to the west of the Salween River and with Chinese
rulers to the east of the Salween. But under an 1894 agreement between Britain and China,
Kokang was recognized as Chinese territory. However, a new agreement was reached in 1897
under which China had to cede Kokang to the British, who placed the region under the
jurisdiction of North Hsenwi State and a local myosa, literally a ‘town eater’, or local tax
collector, who also had other duties.

Olive Yang

During World War Il, Kokang’s status was changed again and, in 1951 it
became a separate entity within the Shan States ruled by its own saohpa.
His name was Yang Kyein-sai and he belonged to the Yang clan, the most
powerful family in Kokang. His sister Yang Kyin-hsui, better known as Olive
Yang, is perhaps the best-known of his siblings. She had her own armed
militia and, in the 1950s, became involved in the opium trade, although her role in business and
politics has been grossly exaggerated and even glamorized, perhaps because she was openly
lesbian.

Some contemporary writers have elevated her to the status of an early LGBT activist and, even
more imaginatively, as a superspy connected with various foreign intelligence agencies. In fact,
Olive Yang’s main and only real claim to fame was that she was the first person to send opium
in truck convoys down to the Thai border, rather than by the usual mule caravans. She traded
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opium with the remnants of the Chinese nationalist Kuomintang (KMT) forces on the Thai-Shan
State border, but had hardly any other significant connections with the outside world.

In 1960, Olive wanted to assume the title of saohpa of Kokang, a title still held by her brother,
but she was detained by Myanmar’s central authorities from 1963 to 1968. She lived quietly in
Yangon and Shan State after her release until 1989, when the then military intelligence chief
General Khin Nyunt appointed her, ex-opium warlord Lo Hsing-han and Aung Gyi, a Sino-
Burmese former army officer, to negotiate with the CPB mutineers in Kokang. She died in 2017
in Muse in northern Shan State.

Another Yang sibling, Yang Kyein-sein, aka Jimmy Yang, was far more important than Olive. He
was elected MP for Kokang in 1950, a position he held until General Ne Win’s coup in 1962 and
the end of Myanmar democracy. Jimmy Yang also founded the Burma Bank and was a
prominent personality in politics and business throughout the 1950s.

He went underground after the coup and formed the Kokang Revolutionary Force which, in
1964, merged with two Shan groups to form the Shan State Army, led by Sao Nang Hearn
Hkam, the widow of Myanmar’s first president Sao Shwe Thaike. But Jimmy soon broke away
and served for a while as a manager of the long-gone Rincome Hotel in Chiang Mai. He later
allied himself with the KMT in the opium business and with ousted Prime Minister U Nu in exile
politics. Jimmy Yang left for Paris in 1973, but returned to Myanmar during a general amnesty
in 1980. He died in Yangon in 1985.

Meanwhile at home in Kokang, crucial events took place which became a turning point in the
modern history of the territory. In 1967, two of Jimmy Yang’s officers, Pheung Kya-shin and
Pheung Kya-fu, traveled to China to ask for help. The Chinese introduced them to CPB exiles,
who for several years had been planning a major push into Myanmar. On January 1, 1968,
heavily-armed CPB units crossed into Myanmar at Méng Ko in northern Shan State. Five days
later, the Pheung brothers and the force they commanded crossed into Kokang, which was
overrun within days. Kokang and large parts of northern Shan State soon came under CPB
control.

> A memorial to Pheung Kya-shin in Mongla in March
2022. / The Kokang

By the mid 1970s, the CPB had extended its ‘liberated
area’ to encompass 20,000 square kilometers of land
along Myanmar’s border with China. The problem, though, was that the CPB’s soldiers
consisted almost exclusively of people from the mountains of northern and eastern Shan State,
while orthodox, Maoist Bamar dominated the CPB’s political leadership. People like Pheung
Kya-shin didn’t even join the CPB; he was content to be an army commander and local
administrator in Kokang. Almost inevitably, this led to a mutiny, which began in Kokang in
March 1989 and, in April, spread to the Wa Hills and other CPB-controlled areas.
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At first it was believed that the CPB mutineers would link up with Myanmar’s other EAOs. But
the SLORC was faster, and made the mutineers an offer they accepted without hesitation: keep
your armies but don’t share your guns with the other EAOs, and you can also retain control
over your respective areas and get involved in any kind of business. In the beginning that meant
the trade in opium and its derivative heroin, but now commercial pursuits are more diversified
and include tin and rare earth mining with China being the main market for exports.

Since the mutiny, Kokang has been transformed into a center for cross-border trade with China.
Whereas during the CPB days there were only bamboo huts and a few bigger houses made of
stone, high-rise buildings now loom over market places and shopping centers. There are even
talks about building a high-speed railroad from China through the southern part of Kokang to
Hsenwi, and then all the way to Mandalay and, eventually, Yangon and the port of Kyaukphyu
in Rakhine State. Needless to say, Kokang’s recent development is more in tune with what the
leaders in Beijing want, as China no longer exports communist revolution. Today it’s a question
of trade, commerce and all kinds of influence over Myanmar’s internal affairs, be it the
insurgencies and military affairs or mainstream politics and, most important, geopolitical
concerns.

Representatives from Myanmar’s parallel National Unity
Government, ethnic armed organizations, the military regime
and officials from China’s government attend a memorial
parade for Kokang rebel leader Pheung Kya-shin in Mongla in
March 2022. / The Kokang

Pheung Kya-fu died in June 2017 at the age of 81 and Pheung
Kya-shin on February 16, 2022. He was 94. With those old
warlords gone, a new generation of Kokang leaders have taken over, but little is known about
them. It is also not known how and when they invited PDF fighters to their area. But with
Kokang commanders in charge it is certain that relations with China are bound to be strong.
And will the PDFs be able to maintain their independence? Their main weakness is that the
PDFs have no central command and no common strategy. They can easily end up being totally
dependent on the stronger groups that train and equip them.

That means that the struggle for Myanmar’s future is as uncertain as it always has been: a
never-ending civil war with more suffering for the people, who are now being bombarded by
the Myanmar Air Force and ruled by an incompetent junta that has pushed the country close to
an economic abyss. And much of it has to do with China’s desire to secure its control over the
vital ‘Myanmar corridor’, which gives it access to the Indian Ocean and markets across the
world.

As for Kokang, it will not be an easy task for anyone in power in Naypyitaw to establish some
semblance of authority over that virtually autonomous territory. Like the Wa Hills to the south,
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it is a part of Myanmar that has never been under any effective, central governmental control
— but which for a very long time has had much closer ties to China.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/kokang-caught-between-myanmar-and-
china.html

Junta shelling kills 1, injures 3 in Shan state

Troops fired on a camp for people made homeless by Myanmar’s civil war.

By RFA Burmese | 23.01.18

One of the three people injured when a shell exploded in
Loilen Lay town, is taken from an ambulance at Loikaw
Hospital, Loikaw township, Kayah state on Jan. 15, 2023.
Shwe Loikaw Charitable Association

A 33-year-old woman died and three men were injured
when junta troops fired heavy artillery at an internally
displaced persons’ camp in Myanmar’s eastern Shan state.

A mortar shell landed on the camp near Moebye township on Monday evening, residents
told RFA.

An official from the anti-junta Moebye People’s Defense Force said the woman, named
Mulin, came from Don Du Ta village but fled to the camp in Kaung Hsawng village due to
fighting between junta troops and PDFs.

He said troops from Pekon, 18 kilometers (11 miles) north of Moebye, were constantly
shelling the camp.

“About 50 displaced people are gathered there. They come there because they can’t go
anywhere in urban neighborhoods,” said the official, who didn’t want to be named for
security reasons.

Locals said the three injured men were being treated at a secret clinic because it was too
dangerous to take them to local hospitals. They said one man, aged 65, was seriously
injured.

The previous day junta troops fired artillery on homes in Kayah state, neighboring Shan to
the south.

Two women and a man were injured when a shell exploded in Loikaw township’s Loilen Lay
town, according to an official of the Shwe Loikaw Charitable Association.
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“The man was hit in the arm. The two women were only hit by shrapnel,” said the official
who also wished to remain anonymous. “The two women have been discharged. The man is
still in the hospital. None of them are in a serious condition.”

The junta has not released any information about civilian casualties caused by shelling.

RFA contacted Khun Thein Maung, junta spokesman for Shan state, and Aung Win Oo,
spokesman for Kayah state, but the calls went unanswered.

More than 27,000 civilians have been killed by junta forces since the military seized power
nearly two years ago, according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma).

Translated by RFA Burmese. Edited by Mike Firn.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/shan-shelling-01182023053311.html

Junta Crackdown Against CDMers In Northern Shan State
By SHAN | January 18, 2023

The military has arrested numerous government workers who have resigned as part of its
ongoing crackdown on the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) in northern Shan and across
the country.

Many of these CDMers, as they’re called in Burma, have been left alone until now. However,
the regime has recently reportedly ordered town, district and village administrators to compile
a list of government workers who have joined the CDM and are still living at home. The
Northeastern Military Command gave the order for soldiers and police to arrest them with the
help of informants.

A man living in the town in Kyaukme District, who spoke to SHAN on condition of anonymity,
said two teachers in Hsipaw were arrested on 15 January. “They were living in their house after
joining the CDM, so | don’t know why the soldiers arrested them recently,” the man said.

Civil disobedience movement (CDM).

A total of seven people who joined the CDM, including two other
teachers, were arrested and gaoled in the town. Soldiers have also
arrested teachers from Nam Lang in Hsipaw Township, and some
youths from the same town, he said.

Eight people were recently arrested in Lashio.

“Soldiers are trying to arrest government staff who join the CDM in Lashio,” a lawyer from the
town, who wishes to remain anonymous, told SHAN. He said two of them worked in the
General Administration Department, four were teachers and two were political activists.
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A few days ago, soldiers stormed the house of a doctor and a dentist in Kyaukme District and
arrested both.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25741

Nearly 50 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 January 2023

At least 48 Myanmar junta forces including pro-regime militia members and regime-appointed
administrators were killed in the last three days as People’s Defense Force (PDF) groups
continued to attack regime targets across the country.

A resistance fighter was killed in a fierce clash with regime forces in Sagaing Region and two
civilians were also killed during a shootout in Tanintharyi Region.

Incidents were reported in Sagaing, Mandalay, Magwe, Bago and Tanintharyi regions.
The Irrawaddy has collected the following reports of significant attacks from PDFs.
Some military casualty figures could not be independently verified.

Twenty regime forces killed, injured in PDF ambush in Sagaing

At least 20 regime forces are believed to have been killed or injured in Salingyi Township,
Sagaing Region on Monday when several PDF groups jointly ambushed a military detachment of
70 troops heading to Sar Htone Village, according to the PDF groups and the Defense Ministry
of Myanmar’s parallel National Unity Government (NUG).

After suffering heavy losses in two hourlong shootouts, a Russian-made Mi-35 regime
helicopter gunship conducted air strikes against resistance forces to evacuate troops on the
ground.

In the shootout, a resistance fighter was also killed, the PDF forces told The Irrawaddy.
Regime vehicles ambushed in Sagaing

Spent ammunition used by regime forces to attack PDF forces in Monywa
Township on Sunday. / Areal 71 PDF-Monywa

A regime soldier was killed in Monywa Township, Sagaing Region on Sunday
when Area 71 PDF-Monywa ambushed regime forces clandestinely traveling
in civilian vehicles in the township, the PDF group said.

After conducting a surveillance operation for several days, they ambushed
the regime forces stationed at the Technology University in the township
while the latter were traveling in three civilian vehicles.
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After being ambushed, regime forces responded with both automatic firearms and heavy
explosives, but all PDF fighters retreated from the ambush site without casualties, the
resistance group claimed.

Three regime troops killed in PDF land mine ambush in Sagaing

Improvised land mines produced by Dragon Brother Task Force in
Yinmabin / DBTF

Three regime forces were killed and five injured in Yinmabin
Township, Sagaing Region on Monday when two PDF groups used 14
improvised land mines to ambush regime forces from Bantbwe
Village, said Dragon Brother Task Force, which took part in the
ambush.

Twenty regime forces including pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia
members stationed at the village were ambushed while going out to
obtain rations in nearby villages.

Eight regime forces killed in PDF raid in Tanintharyi

A soldier killed by Palaw Regional PDF in a shootout in Shat Pon
Village, Palaw Township on Monday. / PRDF

Eight regime forces including pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia
members were killed by combined resistance forces during their raid
targeting a junta-appointed village administrator in Shat Pon Village in
Palaw Township, Tanintharyi Region on Monday, said Palaw Regional
Defense Force, which coordinated the attack.

The shootout erupted when PDF forces attempted to arrest the
administrator at his house just as regime forces were about to escort

him to another location.

During the clash, two civilians were shot and killed. There were no PDF casualties, however.
Two military weapons and ammunition were seized, the PDF group said.

Junta outpost torched in Tanintharyi

A junta police outpost is burned by resistance forces in Launglone
Township on Monday. / LLPDF

Launglon People’s Defense Force, along with the allied Special
Guerrilla Force, claimed to have torched an abandoned junta
police outpost on Monday night in Launglon Township,
Tanintharyi Region.
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The outpost was abandoned by 50 regime forces last Friday after repeated attacks by resistance
forces.

Regime forces bombed by PDF drone in Mandalay

A PDF drone drops a bomb on regime targets in
Nganzun Township on Monday. / Nway Oo Takhon-
PDF

Local resistance group Nway Oo Takhon claimed it and
| five other PDF groups killed two regime forces and
injured three others as they used a drone to drop a
bomb on 20 regime forces stationed at a village in
Ngazun Township, Mandalay Region on Monday.

The PDF group said it had to call off the aerial mission after dropping one bomb, as regime
forces were armed with an anti-drone gun.

An aerial video shot by the PDF shows a drone dropping a bomb on regime targets.

All resistance forces retreated from the area without any casualties despite regime forces
randomly responding with firearms.

Junta-run township General Administration Office attacked in Mandalay

Urban resistance group General Z Power claimed it and other PDF groups used an M79 grenade
launcher to attack the junta-run township General Administration Department office of
Amarapura Township in the city of Mandalay on Monday.

Some regime forces are believed to have been injured or killed, the PDF group said.
Four junta soldiers killed in Bago

Resistance fighters of Paungde PDF during an operation in
Paungde Township / PPDF

Paungde PDF group claimed to have killed four regime
soldiers and injured three others as they used a cluster of
three land mines to attack a military detachment of 33 troops
traveling in the forest in Paungde Township, Bago Region on
Monday.

After suffering casualties, regime forces randomly responded
with both flrearms and heavy explosives and burned down seven civilian farm huts nearby.

All PDF fighters retreated from the area without any casualties, the PDF group said.
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Junta-appointed administrator killed in Bago

PDF fighters of Paungde and Bago Region PDF during an
operation / Bago Region PDF

Bago Region PDF said one of its resistance groups, Kyaukgyi
PDF, assassinated junta-appointed ward administration
member U Thein Lwin in the town of Kyaukgyi in Bago Region
on Monday.

The administrator was notorious for oppressing and extorting
money from civilians. Recently, the administrator had been actively collaborating with junta
officials to organize the regime’s coming sham election.

Following the assassination, regime forces randomly shelled nearby villages with 120-mm
artillery rounds, injuring a resident, Bago Region PDF said.

Nine junta soldiers killed in PDF ambush in Magwe
The entrance to the town of Natmauk, Magwe Region / CJ

At least nine regime troops were killed in Natmauk
Township, Magwe Region on Sunday when two PDF groups

{ »l ambushed 12 soldiers on six motorbikes on a road,

== according to local media reports citing the PDF groups.

A representative of Galone Force-Natmauk, which coordinated the attack, told the media that
the groups attacked the regime forces after conducting mine ambushes.

All resistance forces retreated when regime reinforcements arrived in the area. After the clash,
regime forces torched some houses in nearby Phattawya Village.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/nearly-50-myanmar-junta-forces-
killed-in-three-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

Myanmar’s Civilian Govt to Grant Mining Licenses for ‘Ruby Land’
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 January 2023

Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government (NUG) is planning to raise funds through mining
licenses, according to its planning, finance and investment minister U Tin Tun Naing.

The minister revealed the plan to grant licenses for local and foreign businesses to operate gem
mines in Mandalay’s Mogok Township, also known as “Ruby Land”, during a press conference
on Sunday.
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“We are doing this to bring justice after [gem mining] was monopolized by a handful of ruling
elites in successive periods. Those businesses only served the interests of military dictators, so
we are fixing this to serve the interests of the people, and to ensure the country and its citizens
get what they deserve,” said the minister.

The NUG’s national resource management body will invite expressions of interest from local
and foreign investors, said U Tin Tun Naing.

The move is among NUG projects scheduled for implementation between September 2022 and
September 2023 to support the revolution against military rule, he said.

The NUG’s resource management body will consult with environmental and legal experts and
refer to international procedures in granting mining licenses, said the minister.

Mining companies awarded licenses thanks to their ties to the Myanmar military have never
implemented environmental management plans for their mines in the area, said NUG electricity
and energy minister U Soe Thura Tun.

This was partly because the companies were mostly granted short-term licenses, encouraging
them to exploit resources to the maximum while ignoring environmental impacts, he added.
The NUG on the other hand plans to grant long-term contracts to help encourage more
systematic and less environmentally harmful mining, he said.

“While we aim to raise funds for the revolution, we also want to systematize the mining of
natural resources,” said U Soe Thura.

The mines will be operated as public-private partnerships with a 51 percent stake for the
government and 49 percent for the private partner.

He added that the licensed mines will start operating after the military dictatorship is ousted,
with more details of the project to be released soon.

A gems merchant in Upper Myanmar said no registered mining companies are currently
operating in Mogok due to the lack of security and rule of law, but individuals and groups of
miners are working on a small scale.

The Ta’ang National Liberation Army, and the NUG’s People’s Defense Force armed wing are
active in areas surrounding Mogok, but junta troops control the town, said residents.

Known locally as the Land of Gems, the area comprises Mogok, Moemeik, Twin Nge, and
Thabeikkyin where mines produce rubies, sapphires, peridot and other precious stones.

The parallel civilian government has so far raised more than US$100 million to fund its
revolution against the military regime, according to the NUG’s planning and finance ministry.

The funds were raised by selling treasury bonds, auctioning off military-linked properties
including two mansion residences of junta boss Min Aung Hlaing, and selling yet-to-be-built

Page 16 of 74



apartments on military-linked land. The NUG said buyers will be handed keys to their properties
once the junta is toppled. The NUG has also collected tax revenue totaling 3 billion kyats in the
areas of the country it controls.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-civilian-govt-to-grant-mining-licenses-
for-ruby-land.html

Terrorism charge brought against former NLD member in Mandalay

A businessman no longer active in politics was detained by soldiers posing as his customers
after pro-junta social media users accused him of fomenting terrorism

Myat Thwel | Published on Jan 18, 2023

S N A

Khin Maung Chin, also known as Chin Chin (Facebook)

The military has filed a terrorism charge against a former
member of Myanmar’s ousted ruling party following his arrest in
Mandalay late last month, according to a source close to the
victim.

Khin Maung Chin, 40, was detained on December 19 by junta soldiers posing as clients of his
peanut oil business, and charged 10 days later under Section 52a of the Counter-Terrorism Law,
the source said. The charge carries a sentence of three to seven years in prison.

“He was accused of encouraging terrorist activities. | heard he was sent to Obo Prison on
December 29 and had his first hearing in prison last week,” the source told Myanmar Now.

According to the source, Khin Maung Chin had not been involved in politics since the military
seized power nearly two years ago.

“He was just selling his peanut oil and hasn’t been politically active for a while now,” he said.
“It’s really shocking to see that they filed such a serious charge against him, but this is not
unusual for the military council.”

The source added that relatives had been caring for Khin Maung Chin’s 90-year-old mother
since his arrest.

“We still don’t know how badly he was tortured during his interrogation as we haven’t had
contact with his family, but | am sure it was pretty bad. I’'m just glad that he is still alive,” the
source said, speaking on condition of anonymity.

Khin Maung Chin became a member of the National League for Democracy (NLD) in 2012, but
hasn’t been active in the party since the 2021 coup. Since then, he has been mainly engaged in
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running a peanut oil business under the name of Chin Chin, which he also uses as the brand of
his product.

Prior to his arrest, pro-regime channels on the online messaging platform Telegram monitored
his social media accounts, which they said he was using to foment terrorism.

Among the posts they highlighted were one on his Facebook page critical of the military
council’s response to an earthquake in Mandalay. Another was a birthday greeting to former
NLD vice-president Dr. Zaw Myint Maung. Messages referring to Aung San Suu Kyi, the deposed
state counsellor, as “mother,” were also deemed a threat to the regime.

Participants in the Telegram exchanges suggested that soldiers pose as customers in order to
arrest Khin Maung Chin. A photo, apparently taken on December 20 while he was undergoing
interrogation, was later distributed on the same Telegram channels.

Khin Maung Chin was also identified as a member of the LGBT community, making him
especially vulnerable to abuse in junta custody.

Last month, the regime sentenced Mandalay-based LGBT activist and transgender woman Sue
Sha Shinn Thant to 22 years in prison on terrorism charges. Sources said she was tortured and
sexually assaulted during her interrogation following her arrest in October 2021.

According to a member of the anti-regime Mandalay Strike Committee, the junta also arrested
a monk earlier this month. Venerable Asara, 40, was taken into custody on January 3 and has
not been heard from since, the source said.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/terrorism-charge-brought-against-former-nld-member-in-
mandalay

Guerrilla forces target military personnel gathering data for Myanmar junta election

Resistance groups launch assaults against the junta’s administrative personnel and their
security details, calling on the public not to cooperate with the military’s electoral process

Myanmar Now | Published on Jan 18, 2023

za@ Junta immigration minister Myint Kyaing and staff are seen
: checking on the data collection process in Thingangyun
Township, Yangon on January 14 (Military council’s
information ministry)

Resistance forces across the country have launched multiple
recent attacks on junta personnel collecting data from
residents in preparation for military-controlled elections

s gl 4 <
scheduled for later this year.
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Guerrilla groups have killed three administrative staff in Mon State and Mandalay since last
Friday, and used explosives to target a military security detail for the data gathering process in
Magway Region on Sunday.

As a pretext for the February 2021 coup, the military rejected the results of Myanmar’s 2020
election—in which the governing National League of Democracy won a majority—and pointed
to widely unsubstantiated claims of fraud.

Since then, the junta has planned to hold new elections under its own authority. Various ethnic
armed organisations, the publicly mandated National Unity Government (NUG) and its affiliated
People’s Defence Force (PDF) are among those who have declared that they will not recognise
the legitimacy of a military election. The NUG has stated that all personnel participating in the
collection of data for such a junta-controlled vote would be subject to severe punishment
under the Counterterrorism Law.

However, the coup council began gathering information from locals nationwide on January 9 to
compile updated voter lists. Within two days, there were several bomb attacks in Yangon and
Mandalay targeting infrastructure necessary to this surveying process; a police private involved
in the data collection process was killed in another assault by the resistance in Tanintharyi
Region’s Launglon Township.

A group of junta-appointed administrators are guarded by
junta soldiers and police officers while collecting lists of
household members in Myanaung Township, Ayeyarwady
Region (Military council’s information ministry)

Bomb attack in Magway

. / | On Sunday, the Garuda PDF and Black Panther Column used
makeshlft explosives to strlke a convoy of 12 junta troops on six motorcycles leading
administrative personnel through Magway Region’s Natmauk Township on a data collection
trip.

The attack, which involved eight bombs, was followed by a 30-minute shootout and occurred
between the villages of Thabutpin—where the troops had been stationed—and Phat Taw Ye.
While one member of the resistance was injured by a gunshot to the thigh, according to a
Garuda PDF spokesperson, it was not known if there were any junta casualties.

“We retreated after we ran out of ammunition as more reinforcements arrived from [the
military’s] side,” he told Myanmar Now.

In retaliation, 100 soldiers stationed at a nearby weapons storage facility and the No. 17 arms
factory under the Directorate of Defence Industries raided villages around the attack site on
Monday.

Locals claimed that the data collection process was put on hold in the area after the ambush.
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Assassinated administrators

The Thaton People’s Defence Team (PDT) shot and killed two junta administrative staff in the
township by the same name in Mon State on January 13 after it became known that they were
collecting lists of residents to be used to draft the military council’s voter list.

Soe Thein, the administrator for Taung Tsun village, and a clerk whose name was not known at
the time of reporting, were both shot twice at their office and died at the scene, according to
members of the resistance force that claimed responsibility.

“The villagers were forced to come to the office to submit their lists of household members, so
we conducted the operation in the evening, when there were no civilians,” a Thaton PDT officer
said. “The administrators collect the lists at the people’s doorsteps in some regions but the
female clerk threatened the public, saying that if they failed to submit the lists at the office,
they would arrest them and send them to prison.”

The officer urged locals to not cooperate with the data gathering process, which he said was
being conducted in Thaton by village administrators as well as personnel from the Myanmar
Red Cross, the fire department, and social welfare groups affiliated with the junta.

l The body of administrator U Saw (Special Task Force
| Mandalay)

An administrator from Mandalay Region’s Maha Aungmyay
Township was also shot dead at his home on Sunday by
members of an urban guerrilla force, after locals said that he
was seen conducting checks of household residents in his
ward.

It was not known at the time of reporting if the data he was gathering was for the junta’s
electoral use.

The Special Task Force-Mandalay (STF-MDY) claimed responsibility for the attack on U Saw, who
was in his 50s, and released a 20-second video of the incident depicting gunmen entering his
home on 69th St and chasing him down before shooting him.

The statement released alongside the footage explained that U Saw had been targeted due to
his cooperation with the military council, despite warnings by the resistance to resign from
their jobs or risk assassination.

STF-MDY also bombed a community hall in Chanmyathazi Township at 2pm on January 12 while
junta administrative staff were holding a meeting, as well as an administration office in Maha
Aungmyay’s Than Shay ward, seriously injuring two staff.

Reporting by Esther J, Khin Yi Yi Zaw, and Myat Thwel
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USDP Chairperson Meets Ethnic Nationalities in Shan State Capital Taunggyi
By SHAN | January 18, 2023

On Monday 16, the military-backed Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP)
chairperson travelled to Shan State, capital Taunggyi, meeting with the ethnic nationalities and
culture association discussed about the junta’s 2023 election plan.

At the meeting, U Khin Yi told the attendants to be united as all ethnic nationalities live in the
same land and drink water from the same river. With all ethnic nationalities united, the election
will be successfully held. He urged and sought for local collaborations to join the general
election.

USDP chairperson meets with ethnic nationalities culture
asssociations in Shan State capital Taunggyi.

“We received invitation letter, therefore we attended.
They invited 4 people from each group but only two people
from our group attended. The other organizations four
people attended. It was strange that 8 people from Pa-O
groups attended. Approximately, there were about 40
people attended.” said meeting participant Sai Kham Noot.

At the meeting, several ethnic representatives from the cultural associations based in Shan
State attended. They were Pa’ O, Shan, Kokang, Intha, Taung Yoe, Palaung, and Yang Lai.
However, Danu did not turn up

USDP Invitation letter.

USDP chairperson U Khin Yi reportedly made his first visit to
the ethnic state. Previously, he met with pro-military political
parties in Naypyitaw.

An anonymous person who attended the meeting told SHAN
that the meeting was organized by USDP. He added that, “They
mainly discussed about 2023 election plan. Some attendants
are the ‘follower’, they attended as they were told.”

The junta leader, Min Aung Hlaing said earlier this month that his regime will seek to hold
general election. The junta-appointed election body is currently conducting data collection to
update voter lists.
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‘I would call it a fake election staged by the junta’

Veteran Rakhine politician Pe Than discusses the junta’s election plans and what they will mean
for his home state and the country

Poe U | Published on Jan 18, 2023

Campaign posters seen in Rakhine State’s Sittwe Township
before the 2020 election (EPA)

As a former MP who contested and won elections in 2010 and
2015, Pe Than is a well-known political veteran in his native
Rakhine State. More recently, however, he has become a
fugitive of the regime that seized power nearly two years ago. In
this interview, he shares his views on the junta’s plans to hold elections later this year.

An archive photo of Pe Than in parliament in Naypyitaw in 2016
(Supplied)

Myanmar Now: The military council has been conducting
population surveys to prepare for its planned election. Do you
think the election will happen despite the ongoing armed
resistance that continues to rage across the country?

Pe Than: The election is just a way for the junta to get out of its political predicament. It wants
to project an image of peace and stability to the international community by having political
parties take part in the election.

They will rig the election and tell the world that they are the legitimate government. They will
pretend that the election was “free and fair,” but it won’t be. They have tied the hands of their
main rivals, the National League for Democracy, creating a situation where they can easily win.
This is why the public isn’t interested in the election. It isn’t supported by the international
community or the ethnic armed organisations, either. It wasn’t well-conceived and it isn’t very
promising. | would call it a fake election staged by the junta.

Arakan Army troops take part in a graduation ceremony for
new recruits who have completed military training (AA)

MN: How do you think it will affect Rakhine State and the
Rakhine people?

The election will not benefit the Rakhine people or anyone else
in the country. It will only serve to extend the regime’s hold on
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power and sustain the military dictatorship for the long term. | am sure that the only winners
will be the junta, the [military proxy] Union Solidarity and Development Party, and their allies.

They will form the government, and I’'m sure they will also be able to control the parliament.
The military automatically has 25% of the seats already, so they will not face any opposition.

The political parties that participate in the election will not have any authority. It was the same
before. There was no hint of federal rights for ethnic people like us during the previous two
election cycles. But this election will be worse. There will be nothing in this election that will be
good for the country or for the Rakhine people. This is just about [the military’s] own survival
and its long-term control of the country.

Arakan Army troops are seen in an archive
photo undergoing military training (Myanmar Now)

MN: The United League of Arakan/Arakan Army (ULA/AA) is
now observing a temporary ceasefire with the military. Do
you know what its position on the election is?

I’'ve heard [ULA/AA spokesperson] Khaing Thukha say at press
conference that while none of the previous elections have been good for Rakhine State, during
the next election, the situation of the entire country also needs to be considered. But so far, the
ULA/AA hasn’t objected to the junta’s election preparations. This may be due to the ceasefire
agreement.

But just because they haven’t prohibited the collection of population data, that doesn’t mean
they support the election. It’s still an open question whether the truce will remain in place until
the election, or if fighting will resume. The ULA/AA talked about taking the whole country into
consideration for the next election. Does this mean they will allow it or not? We will see when
the time comes.

People in Rakhine State’s Sittwe Township wait to vote in
the November 8, 2020, election (EPA)

MN: The Arakan League for Democracy has made it clear
that it won’t contest the election, but the Arakan Front
Party, led by Dr. Aye Maung, has said that it will;
meanwhile, the Arakan National Party hasn’t taken any
definite position on the issue.

What do you think these parties stand to gain or lose from participating in the election? And
what will happen to them if they don’t?

First of all, it has to be said that the election will only take place in Rakhine State if the AA
decides to let it happen. The election will be held here if the ULA/AA agrees with it, and won’t if
it disagrees.
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That said, there are parties willing to participate in this good-for-nothing election because that
is what they were created to do—contest elections. And if they don’t, they may be dissolved, in
accordance with the law.

But contesting the election won’t do their political standing any good. The public won’t respect
or vote for parties or candidates that contest this election.

So they have to choose between the survival of the party and the desires of the people. How
can they protect their political integrity? All we can say is that parties that participate will
become mere pawns in the junta’s political game. They will not bring any benefits to the public
or gain any political prestige. | think this will be an election where parties will have to make a
choice between survival and maintaining their political integrity.

What matters is that the election does not have the support of the public. We don’t know what
percentage of people will participate. But | can definitely say that this election will mean less to
the country’s people than any other that has been held in Myanmar.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/i-would-call-it-a-fake-election-staged-by-the-junta

Myanmar Junta Supporters Protest UN Resolution Calling for end to Violence
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 January 2023

Myanmar’s military regime has organized a series of protests against the United Nations (UN)
Security Council’s resolution on Myanmar which demands an end to violence and calls on the
junta to release all political prisoners, including ousted leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

The latest demonstration was held on Tuesday in Karen State’s Hpa-an, with members of the
ultranationalist Association for Protection of Race and Religion, better known by its Burmese
acronym Ma Ba Tha, joining military sympathizers at the protest.

The UN Security Council’s resolution is the first adopted on Myanmar in 74 years. China and
Russia, who have backed Myanmar’s junta since the coup, abstained from the vote on
Wednesday, along with India. The remaining 12 members of the Security Council voted in favor
of the resolution.

Although the Hpa-an demonstration purportedly targeted the UN resolution, protesters held
placards showing United States (US) President Joe Biden and stating “US, the world’s shit bag”,
while shouting “US, the world’s troublemaker, don’t interfere” and “We oppose foreign
countries interfering in the internal affairs of Myanmar.” Junta media reported that some 1,800
people took part in the peaceful protest.
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Posters denouncing US President Joe Biden at a pro-regime
protest against the UN resolution on Myanmar in Hpa-an on
January 17, 2023.

Demonstrators wearing yellow t-shirts emblazoned with ‘Ma Ba
Tha Karen’” welcomed prominent firebrand nationalist monk U
Wirathu, the former leader of Ma Ba Tha, who spoke at the
protest. The monk was recently awarded the title of Thiri
Pyanchi by junta chief Min Aung Hlaing.

The regime has accused the UN of adopting the resolution to create instability in Myanmar.
Demonstrations against the resolution have since taken place in townships in Yangon,
Mandalay and Tanintharyi regions and Mon, Kachin, and Karen states, with junta forces
providing security for protesters.

A total of 26 political parties, including the military’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development
Party (USDP), released a joint statement strongly condemning the UN resolution.

Ma Ba Tha supporters did not publicly participate in previous protests. But Ma Ba Tha monks
and supporters in Ma Ba Tha t-shirts dominated the latest protest in Karen State.

Military supporters also took to the streets several months ago to show their support for the
regime’s execution of four democracy activists, including Ko Jimmy and former lawmaker Ko
Phyo Zeya Thaw. The pro-junta demonstrators even stoned the homes of the families of the
two men after they were executed.

There were similar demonstrations under previous military regimes. Then, such protests were
orchestrated by the Union Solidarity and Development Association, the forerunner of the USDP,
and military-backed vigilante groups including the notorious Swan Arr Shin.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-supporters-protest-un-resolution-
calling-for-end-to-violence.html

Myanmar Junta Leaked Memo Shows Resistance Growing Beyond Control
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 January 2023

Leaked minutes from a top-level “counterterrorism” meeting led by Home Affairs Minister
Lieutenant-General Soe Htut show the junta is at its wit’s end after failing to drum up public
support to crush the shadow National Unity Government (NUG).

The leaked document, which comes from a December meeting of the Central Committee for
Counter-Terrorism, was shared online by Khit Thit Media.
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The meeting was joined by more than 50 senior regime officials including deputy ministers for
home affairs, defense, and border affairs, senior police officers, military intelligence officials,
and security and border affairs officials at the regional and state levels.

The meeting arrived at the conclusion that resistance forces known collectively as People’s
Defense Forces (PDFs) had expanded beyond control, and PDF attacks are expected to intensify
this year.

None of the officials present at the meeting was confident the regime will be able to
successfully hold the election planned in August.

Generals ignorant of public fury

The home affairs minister and his deputies expressed concern that PDFs had escalated from
sneak attacks to artillery assaults using makeshift 107mm rocket launchers.

Some 75 percent of weapons and explosive material used by PDFs to attack junta targets had
passed through junta security checkpoints, said the home affairs minister.

“Keep in mind that all checkpoints [where weapons] have passed through must be held
responsible in the future,” Lt-Gen Soe Htut warned.

Generals present expressed consternation that Myanmar people as well as the international
community were supporting the NUG and PDF, whom they consider to be terrorists.

“They can commit terrorist acts because they are favored by the international community for
being elected [in the 2020 general election]. They also have an upper hand in media warfare,”
said deputy home affairs minister Major General Zin Min Htet, who is also the police chief.

Lt-Gen Soe Htut, a former military intelligence chief, lamented that the military had failed to
extract information from the people about the NUG, its parliamentary body the CRPH, and the
PDF.

“We still can’t get the information we need despite offering rewards and promising secrecy. We
are not doing enough to gain information in areas that we control,” he said.

He also called for deployment of technology to collect intelligence. Deputy home affairs
minister Major-General Soe Tint Naing said a budget was granted last year to recruit a network
of informants, but much of the fund remained unspent indicating people are reluctant to take
the job.

Generals insisted the NUG, its parliament and PDFs would collapse if their flow of finances
could be cut off.

The regime had frozen more than 18,000 accounts in 18 months, a police brigadier-general told
the meeting. It had also imposed restrictions on mobile payment services in a bid to stem the
flow of donations to resistance forces.
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Police Brigadier-General Kyaw Lin of the Crime Department said that more than 17,000 cases of
violence had been logged since the February 2021 coup, but only 7,000 had resulted in
prosecutions. Perpetrators could not be identified in the other 10,000 cases, he said.

Failures across the country

The junta’s security and border affairs ministers, reporting on the situation in their respective
regions and states, indicated that the resistance movement was growing beyond control.

Kachin State’s security and border minister reported that the Kachin Independence Army (KIA)
is training PDFs at its headquarters in Laiza, where it is also manufacturing weapons to supply
resistance forces in Sagaing, Magwe and Mandalay regions.

The security and border minister for Sagaing, a resistance stronghold in central Myanmar, said
PDFs were growing from a small armed organization into a large fighting force.

They were also using social media to implement new initiatives to drum up public support, he
added.

Neighboring Magwe Region had seen 87 attacks on police stations since the coup, said its
security and border affairs minister. Resistance fighters would use large forces to attack police
stations and security outposts this year, he forecast.

His counterpart in Mandalay, the capital of Upper Myanmar, said the region was now home to
more than 50 PDF groups whose network was spreading to Sagaing and Magwe regions and
Shan State.

Frequent power outages had eroded the ability of the city’s CCTV surveillance system to spot
PDFs, the minister lamented. Apparently alarmed by the threat of PDFs, he asked for
bulletproof vests to protect security forces in the town.

Kayah’s security and border affairs minister said PDFs were fighting alongside local ethnic
armed groups in the eastern border region. Forested terrain was causing logistical and
operational problems for junta troops in Kayah, he said, with regime forces increasingly forced
to rely on air transport.

Resistance forces were also targeting government offices in neighboring Karen State, said its
security and border affairs minister. Junta troops were facing difficulties because they don’t
know the terrain and local language, he added. Myanmar’s oldest ethnic armed group, the
Karen National Union, is fighting alongside PDFs in Karen State.

Myanmar’s military is also finding it difficult to quell PDFs in KNU-controlled areas in Bago,
adjacent to Karen State, said Bago Region’s security and border affairs minister.

Regime forces were also being restricted in the west by the Arakan Army in Rakhine State, said
its security and border affairs minister.
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His counterpart in neighboring Chin State said locals were refusing to cooperate with junta
authorities for fear of retaliation by “terrorist” organizations, meaning PDFs.

Elsewhere, Yangon’s security minister said the commercial capital had seen more than 900
bomb attacks despite tightened security.

Regime vents anger on strikers, migrant workers

The home affairs minister also warned attendees that hundreds of government employees
made jobless and barred from leaving the country could resort to attacking the regime.

Lt-Gen Soe Htut also mentioned tight surveillance had been imposed on some 500 Myanmar
migrant workers denied entry by their destination countries over the past two months.

The meeting also discussed using surveillance technology to get more information on the
resistance. Criminal Investigation Department (CID) police chief Nyunt Wai said his department
had put in a request to the Transportation and Communications Ministry for “high-end
technological gadgets.”

Another participant, deputy border affairs minister Lt-Gen Khun Thant Zaw Htoo, proposed
intercepting phone calls and hacking social media accounts to get resistance intelligence.

“If CID and military intelligence could form a team to hack them, we could get more
information,” he said.

Deputy transport and communications minister U Aung Kyaw Tun confirmed “we will
collaborate” but said he could not discuss all the details as some technology was still being
procured.

Deputy home affairs minister Maj-Gen Soe Tint Naing proposed using community policing to
combat “terrorism”, apparently ignorant of the fact that regime officials can’t even bribe
people to give information.

The home affairs minister also instructed participants to exploit the ongoing census to gather
information about the NUG, its parliament, and PDFs. Junta-appointed election officials and
immigration department employees have been visiting wards to count voters ahead of the
regime’s planned poll.

The NUG has warned administrative officials not to cooperate in the census. There have already
been several blasts and attacks targeting census teams. The leak of the home affairs minister’s
plan is likely to make census takers an even bigger target.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-leaked-memo-shows-resistance-
growing-beyond-control.html
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Refugees Flee to India Amid Military Airstrikes in Myanmar

Ingyin Naing

FILE - Myanmar's military trucks loaded with missiles are seen
during a ceremony marking Myanmar's 75th anniversary of
Independence Day in Naypyitaw, Myanmar, Jan. 4, 2023.

Hundreds of refugees are fleeing to safety in India as the
Myanmar military intensifies airstrikes in Chin state in
Myanmar's northwest, a refugee aid group told VOA on

Wednesday.

At least 200 Chin refugees crossed the border last week following airstrikes by the Myanmar
military on a key rebel camp on the India-Myanmar border, according to the Chin Human Rights
Organization (CHRO).

"Within the first half of this month, the Myanmar junta carried out four airstrikes in Chin state,"
Salai Mang Hre Lian, a CHRO program manager, told VOA by phone.

The organization, which has reported "a total of at least 14 airstrikes after the military coup in
February 2021," is working to protect and promote the rights of Chin people and other
oppressed and marginalized communities in Myanmar.

FILE - This aerial photo taken on Oct. 29, 2021 show smokes
and fires from Thantlang, in Chin State, where more than 160
buildings were destroyed by shelling from Junta military
troops, according to local media.

The latest airstrikes were reportedly conducted by the
Myanmar junta air force on January 10 and 11 and targeted
Camp Victoria, headquarters of the Chin National Front
(CNF), an ethnic resistance organization in Chin state.

"The bombing killed five CNF soldiers, including two women, and injured more than dozens of
civilians around the area of Camp Victoria," Salai Mang Hre Lian told VOA, adding that "the
bombing also destroyed civilian housing and the medical facilities of Camp Victoria."

He said hundreds of refugees from at least five villages fled across the border. "They also have
grave concerns about their safety, as there is a possibility of future airstrikes and military
operations from the Myanmar junta in their surrounding areas," he said.

According to CHRO's report, during the junta's airstrikes last week, two bombs landed on the
Indian side of the border in Mizoram state, where thousands of Chin refugees have pursued
protection.
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"Our main concern is the safety of Chin internally displaced persons in the Indo-Burma border
areas as well as the Chin refugees in Mizoram state of India," Zo Tum Hmung, executive director
of the Chin Association of Maryland (CAM), told VOA.

CAM said in a statement to VOA that "at least one bomb landed on Indian soil and damaged the
truck of a villager from Farkawn Village in Mizoram State, India." The organization identified
"five Myanmar military fighter jets, three Yak-130s and two MIG 29s."

"India should condemn the Myanmar military fighters [for] dropping a bomb on India soil," Zo
Tum Hmung said.

Global watchdog Fortify Rights also called on India to prevent Myanmar junta fighter jets from
accessing its airspace.

"New Delhi shouldn't tolerate the junta's incursions on its airspace, and Indian authorities
should do everything in their power to ensure the security of civilians and border areas,"
Matthew Smith, CEO of Fortify Rights, said last week.

So far, there have been no responses from New Delhi or Mizoram regarding the airstrikes.

CHRO said more than 52,000 Chin civilians have fled to India since the military coup last year.
Around 44,000 live in Mizoram, and about 8,000 are in New Delhi.

https://www.voanews.com/a/refugees-flee-to-india-amid-military-airstrikes-in-
myanmar/6924644.html

Rohingya settlement on Bangladesh-Myanmar border torched amid fighting

At least one person died during clashes in and around a no-man’s land along the frontier.

Abdur Rahman for BenarNews | 2023.01.18
Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh

This screengrab from a video shows smoke in the distance
from a fire at a Rohingya settlement in the no-man’s land
between the borders of Bangladesh and Myanmar, Jan. 18,
2023. The community seen in the foreground is in
Naikhongchhari, a sub-district of the southeastern Bangladeshi
district of Bandarban. [Abdur Rahman/BenarNews]

A settlement of about 3,000 Rohingya refugees on the Myanmar-Bangladesh border was
burnt to the ground Wednesday after an hours-long gunfight between Rohingya militant
groups that left at least one person dead, sources said.
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The two armed groups engaged one another in a firefight with reports that Rohingya shelters
were set ablaze in the no-man’s land along the frontier, causing hundreds to flee for safety
into Bangladeshi territory in southeastern Bandarban district, refugees and officials said.

Apart from the report of the one slain Rohingya, at least two others were injured.

“The camp has been burnt. People are unable to stay due to the gunshots. Now there’s
smoke around,” Mohammad Rahim, who was among the uprooted refugees, told a
BenarNews correspondent who visited the Tambru border area, where the fighting and
arson were reported.

Refugees said the violence lasted 12 hours, from 5a.m. to 5 p.m.
“One person died. Many of us have been injured,” said Asma, a Rohingya girl.

“Some children were also injured. Our houses have been burnt,” she told BenarNews,
weeping.

Md. Rahim, a resident of no-man’s land, said he fled to the Bangladesh side of the border to
save his life.

“Suddenly, we saw our houses burning. The people could not stay there. The whole area was
covered with smoke. Where will we go now?,” he said.

In Cox’s Bazar, a neighboring district, a Rohingya association leader said that no one knew as
of yet who was responsible for setting fire to the shelters.

“IThe fighting took place] far away from the refugee camps on the Bangladesh side. It is
closer to the Myanmar side,” Khin Maung, founder of the Rohingya Youth Association, told
the Burmese Service of Radio Free Asia (RFA), a news service affiliated with BenarNews.”

“Reports said the fighting broke out between ARSA and RSO,” he said, referring to the
Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army and the Rohingya Solidarity Organization, both Rohingya
militant groups.

Photographs obtained by the BenarNews reporter on Wednesday in Tambru showed two
injured men, including one dead man. Both had on camouflage shirts with a patch that bore
RSQO’s insignia.

According to Khin Maung, there were about 3,000 Rohingya refugees living in the camp in
no-man’s land, and there were no more residents there after it was set on fire Wednesday.
He said some refugees had fled to Myanmar while others had fled to Bangladesh.

RFA could not independently confirm which group was responsible for the arson.

In Dhaka, Bangladesh Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal said he had heard that ARSA
rebels may have been involved in Wednesday’s violence near the Burmese border.
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“The fighting has happened on the Myanmar side of the no-man’s land. ... One person is
confirmed dead. The houses of some Rohingya living along the zero point [no-man’s land] of
the frontier have been set on fire,” Khan told BenarNews.

“So far, we have come to know that ARSA could be involved in the fighting; they have
different conflicting groups. They could have engaged in the fighting.”

The minister added that a handful of Rohingya entered Bangladesh territory to escape the
clashes.

“We have taken them in our custody. The situation is under control. They will be sent back
tomorrow,” said Khan.

Myanmar security personnel keep watch along the
Myanmar-Bangladesh border as a Rohingya refugee looks on
from Tombru in the Bangladeshi district of Bandarban, March
1, 2018. [Munir Uz Zaman/AFP]

Bangladesh police officials claimed, meanwhile, that the
dead and injured Rohingya lived in the sprawling refugee
camps of Cox’s Bazar, but they could not explain what
these Rohingya were doing in no-man’s land.

The chief of Cox’s Bazar district police, Mahfuzul Islam, said the refugee who was killed,
Hamid Ullah, was a resident of Kutupalong camp. Of the two injured Rohingya, one was a
resident of the Jadimura camp in Teknaf, a sub-district of Cox’s Bazar, and the other was 12
years old, Islam said.

ARSA, or the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army, is the militant group that launched deadly
attacks on Burmese military and police outposts in Myanmar’s border state of Rakhine in
August 2017.

Those attacks provoked a brutal military crackdown that forced some 740,000 people to
seek shelter in southeastern Bangladesh, where they now live in refugee camps in Cox’s
Bazar.

Kamran Reza Chowdhury in Dhaka contributed to this report.
BenarNews is an RFA-affiliated new service.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/rohingaycampfighting-01182023153549.html
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