PEACE Info (January 17, 2023)

Myanmar Junta Blamed for Deaths of Family of Eight in Sagaing
In nightmarish account, villagers describe junta raid that left 9 civilians dead
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Intensified fighting bans travellers not to use Kyarinseikgyi-Payathonzu road: KNU’s Doo Pla Ya
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Myanmar Junta Blamed for Deaths of Family of Eight in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 January 2023

A family of eight, including three children, who were supporters of Myanmar’s ousted National
League for Democracy (NLD), were found knifed to death at their home in Kantbalu Township,
Sagaing Region, on Saturday.

The Ngar Myaung village murders occurred in a village where most residents are the supporters
of the military-proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party, according to media reports.

The area has been under the control of junta forces and pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militias,
sources said.

Resistance forces and residents blamed junta forces and militia allies for the murders. The
Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.

Regime forces and militia members attacked the house on Saturday morning, according to the
Kyunhla Activists Group that helps displaced people fleeing junta raids.

The victims, who all had their throats cut, were U Kyaw Hlaing, 70, his wife Daw Mya Nyunt, 65,
U Tin Myo Win, 45, Daw Hnin Mya Khine, 40, Daw Hnin Mya Hlaing 42, Maung Khant Zayar
Myo, six, Ma Thient Shwe Bon San, 12, and Ma Su Myat San,15, the rights group said. U Kyaw
Hlaing and Daw Mya Nyunt were found in their kitchen.

Jewellery and money were taken from the house.

The family of eight in Ngar Myaung village in Kantbalu
Township on Saturday. / Kyunhla Activists Group

Before the 2021 coup, the family opened an NLD office
at their house.

On June 13 last year, a couple who supported the NLD
had their throats cut by militia members at their nearby petrol shop.

A motorbike, cash, gold earrings, fuel tanks and food were taken, according to the Kyunhla
Activists Group.

On Saturday, two male residents were killed and three female detainees escaped with serious
injuries during a junta raid on Nyaung Kone village in the township, said the activist group.

Around 100 Battalion 368 troops and militia allies raided the village and burned houses.

U Than Lwin, 55, was tortured and burned alive after being abducted from Paluthar village as a
guide along with Nyaung Kone villager U Nwar Tin, 77.
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The three women detainees, aged 58, 42 and 25, escaped after being stabbed in the abdomen
or throat by regime forces, the activist group said.

A resident told the group that the women fled while troops were preparing to burn themin a
house.

Two of the women are in a critical condition after abdomen stabbings.

Faced with near-daily attacks the junta has been burning people alive, killing civilian detainees,
using civilians as human shields, looting and burning houses, using artillery and airstrikes
against residential areas and committing acts of sexual violence across the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-blamed-for-deaths-of-family-of-
eight-in-sagaing.html

In nightmarish account, villagers describe junta raid that left 9 civilians dead

‘My sons cried and begged but they went on kicking them with their military boots.’

By RFA Burmese | 2023.01.17

Khin-U township’s Ah Lel Sho village is seen Jan. 2, 2023, after
a raid by Myanmar junta forces. Khin-U Township True News

Daw Aye was cooking rice when junta troops quietly entered
her village in Myanmar’s northern Sagaing region —a

~ stronghold of armed resistance against the military since the
2021 coup —and grabbed her three sons.

She dropped everything and ran out to find that the soldiers had forced her sons to lie
facedown in the dirt with their hands tied behind their back.

The soldiers then began kicking them — Aung Ko, 35, San Naing, 21, and Nay Myo Aung, 17 —
as they begged for mercy.

“l cried out that my sons hadn’t done anything illegal and begged to let them go,” Daw Aye
told Radio Free Asia on video camera in a first-hand account of the attack on Khin-U
township’s Ah Lel Sho village on Dec. 28.

It was the start of a six-day nightmare that left several homes burned to the ground and nine
civilians killed.

“My sons cried and begged but they went on kicking them with their military boots,” she
said, but they ignored her.
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Eventually, the soldiers led Daw Aye away with two other women from the village — Win Htay,
45, and Chaw Po, 48. The three were also tied up and made to lie facedown in the dirt.

“l was about to get up when the other two women did and | was told not to. They were
taken a little distance away and then | heard two gunshots,” she said. “They were killed on
the spot.”

The soldiers then inexplicably let Daw Aye go, and told her not to turn back toward the
village.

Some time later, after the soldiers left, she returned to find the charred remains of her three
sons’ bodies.

Over the course of the next five days, until Jan. 2, junta troops killed four other residents, all
men. They were identified as Aung Myint Than, 38, Kyaw Soe Aung, 43, and Tun Min and Chit
Khin, both 65.

Khin-U township’s Ah Lel Sho village is seen Jan. 2, 2023,
after a raid by Myanmar junta forces. Credit: Khin-U
Township True NewsTargeted before

Khin-U township, which includes Ah Lel Sho and several
other villages, has been targeted by the military multiple
times since the Feb. 1, 2021, coup.

Over the past two years, junta troops have killed at least 254 civilians and members of the
rebel People’s Defense Force, in addition to destroying nearly 3,000 houses in 59 of the
township’s villages. Around 15,000 people have been left homeless in the attacks.

One elderly woman whose house was destroyed by arson said that she was left with nothing
and now must rely on the charity of others.

“l couldn’t salvage anything. Five cupboards [of kitchenware], five clay pots, three brick-
walled water tanks, and all of our blankets are all gone. | couldn’t even retrieve the dirty dish
towel from the kitchen. About 200 sacks of rice are gone too,” she said, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

“l am really crushed to have become someone waiting for food shared by donors like this.”

Another woman from the village said that when the column came, she was forced to flee
with her two children. She said she left with only the clothing on her back and later
discovered that all her belongings had been destroyed by fire.

“l have nothing left,” she said. “Not even pots and pans. | am shaken and | can’t even speak
straight. My living situation suddenly turned completely upside down.”
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Khin-U is just one of the townships in Sagaing region that has faced the brunt of the junta’s
offensives.

Independent research firm ISP Myanmar said in September that at least 1,512 civilians were
killed in Sagaing region alone since the coup, while Data for Myanmar, which monitors junta
destruction of civilian properties, said in November that at least 27,496 homes had been
destroyed by arson in the region since the takeover.

According to the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, as of
the end of last year, more than 650,000 people in Sagaing had been displaced from their
homes due to insecurity and conflict.

Calls to Sagaing region’s junta spokesman and social affairs minister Aye Hlaing went
unanswered on Tuesday.

Junta Deputy Information Minister Major Gen. Zaw Min Tun previously claimed the military
does not kill civilians or burn down their buildings, blaming anti-junta People’s Defense
Forces.

Translated by Myo Min Aung. Edited by Josh Lipes and Malcolm Foster.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/killings-01172023174916.html

Myanmar Military Launches Airstrike After ‘Heavy Losses’ in Sagaing Battle
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 January 2023

Junta forces launched airstrikes in Salingyi Township, Sagaing Region after reportedly suffering
heavy casualties during a clash with Local Defense Forces (LDFs) on Monday.

The losses occurred when a column of more than 70 junta troops patrolling in Kani Township
advanced to Sarhtone village in northern Salingyi on Monday morning. It was then attacked by
an alliance of LDFs and incurred heavy losses, with a regime troop captain reportedly among
the casualties.

After more than two hours of battle, regime forces deployed an Mi-35 helicopter for airstrikes
on positions around the village that lasted for 45 minutes.

One LDF fighter was killed in the airstrikes. He was named as Yebaw Swan Pyae Maung, aka
Harvat, 19, from Salingyi Special Task Force (SSTF).

“He was hit in the neck by shrapnel from the helicopter strike and died on the spot. His funeral
was held today,” SSTF spokesman Ko Phoe Zay told The Irrawaddy.

The Anti-Dictatorship People’s Revolution Army (DPRA), an ally of the SSTF, said the junta
troops then retreated to Salingyi Township under air cover provided by the helicopter.
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“The helicopter flew over the troops as they made their way back to Salingyi,” said Ko Phoe Zay.

“We heard that barely more than 40 of the 70 soldiers returned to the Salingyi Township base
camp,” he added.

The Irrawaddy was unable to independently verify his claim.

On Saturday, the DPRA and allied forces attacked the Salingyi police station, where the regime
soldiers were stationed, with 60mm heavy weapons.

Thousands of civilians in and around 10 Salingyi villages, including Sarhtone, have been
displaced by fighting in recent weeks.

Sagaing is a stronghold of the anti-regime resistance in Myanmar. The junta has launched a
massive offensive in the region, including frequent airstrikes. Nearly 1.5 million residents have
been forced to flee their homes as a result of the offensive, according to the UN office for
humanitarian affairs.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-military-launches-airstrike-after-heavy-
losses-in-sagaing-battle.html

Military destroys historic church, more than 100 houses in Catholic village

Junta forces have razed most of the village, including a century-old place of worship, in a series
of raids and arson attacks carried out over the past year

Moe Oo | Published onJan 17, 2023
The church seen after the fire (Supplied)

Regime troops torched a 129-year-old Catholic church and most
remaining houses in the predominantly Catholic village of Chan Thar
in Sagaing Region last week—their fourth arson attack on the village
since last year.

A column of some 80 soldiers moved north from Depayin Township
into Ye-U Township in two separate detachments on January 13 and
14, according to local defence teams.

The soldiers raided and torched several villages in Ye-U Township, including Chan Thar, before
advancing across the Muu River into Khin-U Township on January 15, the teams said.

In a January 14 raid, one of the junta detachments destroyed Chan Thar’s Assumption Church,
built in 1894, and at least 120 of the village’s houses.
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“Nothing much is left of the church as they torched every major building. They even destroyed
the prayer hall and the buildings for the nuns and the priest,” said James, a member of a local
resistance force.

Before it became a target of junta attacks, Chan Thar had more than 500 houses. The village,
which is located about 10km west of the town of Ye-U, is predominantly Catholic, with a
Buddhist minority.

The village is one of several in Sagaing Region settled by Portuguese traders and adventurers in
the 17th century. The settlers married into the local population, founded families, and passed
down their religious heritage to their descendants, who still inhabit the area.

Another Catholic church, in the village of Chaung Yoe in Sagaing Region’s Taze Township,
was torched by junta forces in March of 2022.

The church seen after the fire (Supplied)

A4 Junta forces had targeted Chan Thar before last week.
Between May and December 2022, soldiers set fire to at least
250 houses in a series of increasingly destructive

arson attacks on the village.

“They have raided over 30 times now and this is the fourth
time our village has been torched,” said a villager in Chan
Thar who asked to remain anonymous. “Hundreds of houses have already been destroyed and
essentially nothing is left of the village.”

Chan Thar residents had not expected the military to carry out another arson attack so soon,
the villager said.

“It hadn’t been long since they left the village, so we didn’t think they’d come back this soon.
They are deliberately conducting these attacks in order to oppress and kill civilians,” he added.

Chan Thar residents, who fled during the attack, reportedly attempted to resettle in the village
after the junta column left. Locals from other villages raided by the junta columns in Ye-U
Township have been displaced indefinitely, according to local defence teams.

Regime forces have ruthlessly targeted villages in Ye-U Township in recent months in attempts
to subdue armed resistance forces. Twenty-eight civilians were massacred in Mone Taing Pin,
another village in Ye-U Township, in May of last year.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-destroys-historic-church-more-than-100-houses-
in-catholic-village
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Intensified fighting bans travellers not to use Kyarinseikgyi-Payathonzu road: KNU’s Doo Pla
Ya announcement

PUBLISHED 17 JANUARY 2023

Doo Pla Ya District of Karen National Union (KNU) yesterday announced a statement that the
travellers didn’t use Kyarinseikgyi-Payathonzu road starting from January 16th to 23rd due to
intensified fighting occurred in Kyarinseikgyi Township in Doo Pla Ya District of Kayin State.

“The vehicles were passing through Mudon-Kyarinseikgyi-Payathonzu road until January 15th.
However, there was no vehicle on the road on January 16th,” said unidentified driver who used
the Mudon-Kyarinseikgyi-Payathonzu road.

He also said that the Passenger Bus Lines stopped selling the tickets starting from January 16th.

After fighting had occurred near Payathonzu, Kyarinseikgyi Township, Kayin State, in the morning of
September 28 of 2022, no one use Thanbyuzayet-Ahnankwin- Payathonzu road. So, the vehicles passed
on the Mudon-Kyarinseikgyi-Payathonzu road. Now, Ye-Payathonzu road must be used, according to the
locals from Payathonzu.

“Clash took place Payartaung camp situated at the entrance of Payathonzu. That’s why; Thanbyuzayet-
Ahnankwin- Payathonzu road closed about one week. Later, some vehicles used the road.

owever, passenger buses didn’t use the Thanbyuzayet-Ahnankwin- Payathonzu road. They only used
Mudon-Kyarinseikgyi-Payathonzu road. The fighting took place at Taungzon village near Ahnankwin in
the early of January. Therefore, villagers didn’t use Thanbyuzayet-Ahnankwin- Payathonzu road.
Moreover, the fighting occurred in Kyarinseikgyi Township and no one dare to use Kyarinseikgyi-
Payathonzu road. Currently, travellers want to go to the Kayin State via Payathonzu, they must use only
Payathonzu-Ye road which is a rough road. Only Four-Wheeled Drive car can pass on the road,” said one
of the locals from Payathonzu.

Payathonzu locals also reported that they worried over intensified fighting that will occur in
Kyarinseikgyi Township.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/intensified-fighting-bans-travellers-not-to-use-
kyarinseikgyi-payathonzu-road-knus-doo-pla-ya

Myanmar military and Arakan Army exchange prisoners in Rakhine State
The swap is the second in recent weeks and took place along a highway in Ponnagyun Township
Poe U | Published on Jan 17, 2023

The Arakan Army (AA) and the junta’s forces carried out their second prisoner exchange this
month on Sunday in northern Rakhine State’s Ponnagyun Township, local sources said.
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Myanmar border police troops are seen at a outpost in
Maungdaw Township, Rakhine State in 2017 (STR/AFP via Getty
Images)

The handover reportedly took place along the Sittwe-Yangon
highway between the villages of Pa Day Thar and Kun Taung at
around 2pm.

“Eyewitnesses said that around 10 people were released by the AA and three were released by
the military, but | don’t know the exact numbers,” a resident said, adding that around 50 AA
personnel came to the scene in a convoy of five vehicles and a large junta force arrived in a
truck.

Villagers from Kun Taung claimed that two junta police officers were among those handed over
in Sunday’s exchange.

Calls to the AA’s information department for comment on the prisoner swap went unanswered.

Locals claimed that the exchange followed an incident involving friendly fire by the Myanmar
army one night earlier, in which a unit of 60 soldiers fired shots at their post near the railway
station in Kun Taung on January 14.

“We heard four gunshots at around 11pm that night. Word has it that the junta soldiers got into
a drunken fight and started shooting at each other and that one died and the others fled,”
another resident said. “The AA then captured those soldiers that fled from the station and
exchanged them for AA troops that the junta had detained during earlier battles.”

Myanmar Now was not able to independently verify the details regarding the alleged shooting.

An earlier exchange was carried out in the same location on January 3, but little is known about
the prisoners except that one AA officer was believed to be among those who were returned to
the ethnic armed group.

The military and the AA entered into a temporary truce in late November last year, after serious
battles broke out between the two armies in Rakhine State and adjacent areas of Chin State
during the preceding months.

They also clashed fiercely between late 2018 and early November 2020, when an earlier non-
binding agreement temporarily suspended hostilities. It was still in effect when the AA and
military carried out an exchange of captives in November 2021 also in Ponnagyun Township.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-and-arakan-army-exchange-prisoners-
in-rakhine-state
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Myanmar junta strikes two bases of ethnic Kokang army in northern Shan State
The attacks failed to seize the MNDAA posts, according to the ethnic armed organisation
Nyein Swe | Published on Jan 17, 2023

MNDAA forces pictured in March 2022 (The Kokang)

The Myanmar army suffered several casualties while launching
offensives against bases belonging to the Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) in northern Shan State’s
Hsenwi (Hseni) Township in recent days, a spokesperson for the
Kokang ethnic armed organisation said.

Light Infantry Battalion (LIB) 568, under Military Operations Command (MOC) 16, reportedly
first attacked an MNDAA post near Nam Sa Lat village on January 13, leading to a short but
brutal battle some 18 miles east of Hsenwi town.

“They retreated after 15 minutes of fighting,” the MNDAA spokesperson told Myanmar Now of
the junta’s forces.

Map showing the location of Hseni, also called Hsenwi, in
northern Shan State

One Kokang soldier was killed and up to four injured, he said,
claiming that there were at least 30 casualties on the side of the
Myanmar military.

The morning after the clash, the junta sent several vehicles,
including ambulances, to retrieve their injured and dead
personnel from the battle site.

At around 11:30am on January 14, troops from another Myanmar
% army unit—LIB 501 under MOC 1—ambushed a second MNDAA
Z base around 15 miles southeast of Hsenwi town, but retreated

’ after two hours of fighting.

The MNDAA claimed to have not suffered any casualties in the second attack.

Information on deaths that the military may have suffered was not available at the time of
reporting.

Tension remained high in the area following the junta’s withdrawal, according to the Kokang
armed group’s spokesperson.

“Battles have come to a halt for now. | haven’t heard anything about new battles taking place,
but we are keeping watch,” he said.
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Graduation ceremony for the troops of the newly formed
Brigade 611 of the MNDAA on January 3 (The Kokang)

The MNDAA'’s Brigade 211 is active in Hsenwi Township,
where the clashes took place. In recent months, the
Myanmar army has also targeted other MNDAA bases,
attacking sites in Muse and Laukkai townships but failing to

seize the posts.

Earlier this month, the ethnic armed organisation announced that more than 1,200 troops from
a range of ethnic nationalities had completed combat training in order to fight in the MNDAA’s
new Brigade 611. The unit was formed one year ago and welcomed trainees from across
Myanmar who were committed to joining the armed resistance movement aimed at toppling
the junta.

The MNDAA refused to disclose further information about the activities of the brigade.

In aJanuary 10 article in local media outlet the Shan Herald Agency for News, analyst Sai
Wansai said that the move allowed for the MNDAA to “upgrad|e] its political involvement”
from the regional to the national level while “aiding the resistance forces in general in fighting
the military junta.”

He added that Brigade 611 would likely operate “broadly within the northern Shan State.”

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-strikes-two-bases-of-ethnic-kokang-army-
in-northern-shan-state

Darkness Has Fallen Over Myanmar
By LIN HTET MYAT | 17 January 2023

The sentence “Darkness has fallen over Myanmar” is not only a metaphorical expression
describing the dire conditions prevailing in the country since the coup in February 2021, but
also a literal reference to the blackouts occurring across the country due to electricity
shortages.

In early December, Yangon Electrical Supply Corporation (YESC), a state-owned enterprise,
announced that due to the low level of dam water for hydropower plants and maintenance of
gas turbines, power will be distributed in Yangon on a rotation basis by dividing the townships
into different groups.

Even before this announcement was made, Yangon dwellers faced long power cuts, especially
in peripheral townships. Hence, in the summer, even more severe outages in Yangon and other
cities are very likely.
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The chances for successful implementation of the National Electrification Plan (NEP) by 2030
(which calls for all of the over 10 million households in Myanmar getting access to electricity)
are very dim under the military junta, the State Administration Council (SAC), as it is treading
the same path as its predecessor, the State Peace and Development Council (SPDC), which
ruled the country from 1988 to 2010.

Myanmar ranked lowest in electricity consumption per person (104 kwh/person) and
electrification rate (only 13 percent of the population with electricity) in 2009 compared to
neighboring Asian countries. During the SPDC era, blackouts were not uncommon and if one
looks at the nocturnal satellite photos of Myanmar in the ‘90s and 2000s, one will see darkness
across the country with sporadic lights like fireflies.

There are five main reasons for the lower electricity consumption and electrification rate during
SPDC rule.

The first is the misallocation of public resources. In the 2000s, while Myanmar’s electrification
rate was the lowest in the region, the SPDC built the new capital Naypyitaw, in a classic case of
a dictatorial regime implementing white elephant projects. The Naypyitaw project drained
billions of dollars away from much needed infrastructure investments, particularly hydropower
and gas-fired power plants.

Secondly, political capture and corruption contributed to electricity supply shortages. In various
hydropower projects, both suspended and implemented during the SPDC’s time, two local
crony companies mainly partnered with Chinese state-owned enterprises. They are IGE, which
belongs to the brothers of incumbent naval commander-in-chief Admiral Moe Aung and the
sons of the late, powerful minister Aung Thaung; and Asia World, owned by the late drug lord
Lao Hsing Han’s son. In addition, IGE, despite having limited experience in gas pipeline
construction, got a concession to build the 20-inch Southeast Pipeline to carry gas from the
Yadana gas field to Yangon, where there are both state-owned and private gas-fired power
plants providing electricity to city residents. This pipeline is running at far below capacity as IGE
apparently used steel pipes, which are susceptible to corrosion.

Thirdly, poor planning in large infrastructure projects has impeded implementation of the NEP
until now. According to the World Bank’s Myanmar Public Expenditure Review 2017,
hydropower projects in the country usually encounter time and cost overruns, some with
estimated or actual delays of five years and nearly 400 percent cost increases. For example, the
Tha Htay hydropower project has been in the implementation phase since 2005-6 and is still
not completed. Its estimated cost has risen by over 400 percent. In addition, average project
implementation time for hydropower projects is 9.7 years.

Fourth, limited participation of private investment in the electricity sector during SPDC rule
contributed to lower electrification and per capita consumption rates. Private investment in the
power sector, particularly generation, is crucial to the NEP given the massive investment needs
(the World Bank estimated an annual investment need of $2 billion over 15 years through
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2030). However, as of 2015, private participation in the power sector in terms of installed
capacity was only 10 percent of total installed capacity (68 percent of installed capacity was
privately owned by 2019, according to an Independent Economists for Myanmar-IEM report
citing an internal memo from the Department of Electric Power Planning-DEPP). This was
attributed to the SPDC’s lack of legitimacy, which resulted in Western sanctions. Investors do
not desire to invest in high-risk countries like Myanmar, as by their nature, infrastructure
investments require political and macroeconomic stability. Multiple exchange rates and policy
uncertainty at that time significantly hindered private participation in the power sector.

Lastly, Myanmar could not get access to international donors’ development assistance, which is
essential to infrastructure development, and only received humanitarian assistance from the
Global Fund for 3 Diseases and the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA). Even
humanitarian assistance flows increased significantly only after Cyclone Nargis hit Myanmar in
2008. Development assistance is very important for attracting private investments in
infrastructure projects in low-income, high-risk countries like Myanmar. Organizations like the
World Bank’s Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA) play an important role in
bringing about financial closure of power generation projects (signing Memorandums of
Association and Power Purchase Agreement-PPAs). For instance, for the Myingyan 225 MW
combined cycle gas-fired power plant project, MIGA and the Asian Development Bank (ADB)
provided a political risk insurance guarantee of more than $100 million to Singaporean investor
Sembcorp Power in 2015. Such guarantees are intended to reassure investors that if the
Myanmar government does not fulfill its obligations, it will provide the loss incurred up to the
guaranteed amount, which reduces the risks associated with the prevailing and future political
situations.

During the previous decade, due to the improved political situation and relatively stable
macroeconomic conditions under two pseudo-civilian governments, the electricity

supply increased fourfold with more than 50 percent of households connected to the main
grid. A plan was implemented under which, starting from 2020, 500,000 households per year
would be connected under the NEP to provide electricity to all of the country’s over 10 million
households by 2030.

Now all these hopes and plans for the NEP have been dashed, and all the above-mentioned five
reasons have come back with a vengeance under the SAC military regime. Consequently,
regular blackouts will not be uncommon across the country, as during the past SPDC rule.

Lin Htet Myat analyzes public policy with a focus on economic governance and Public-Private
Partnership Projects in Myanmar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/darkness-has-fallen-over-myanmar.html

Page 13 of 54


https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/darkness-has-fallen-over-myanmar.html

Myanmar Military Manufacturing Weapons With Help From Foreign Companies
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 January 2023

Companies from at least 13 countries in Asia, Europe and North America have helped the
Myanmar military manufacture weapons used to commit human rights violations amounting to
the most serious crimes under international law, according to the Special Advisory Council-
Myanmar (SAC-M), an independent group of former United Nations experts on Myanmar.

SAC-M'’s latest report identifies companies domiciled in Austria, France, China, Singapore, India,
Israel, Ukraine, Germany, Taiwan, Japan, Russia, South Korea and the United States (US) as
having provided raw materials to the Myanmar military for the production of weapons.

Myanmar has been under military rule since the army seized power in a February 1, 2021 coup.
Faced with nationwide opposition, the junta has cracked down brutally on civilian protests and
armed resistance to the military regime with weapons manufactured with materials provided
by the foreign companies named in the report.

Up to now, the regime has killed over 2,700 people, while raiding and torching villages in the
country’s anti-junta strongholds in an effort to terrorize the civilian population.

Myanmar’s military has invested heavily over many years in building up its capacity to produce
small arms, land mines and light weapons.

As of 2022, the military’s Directorate of Defence Industries (DDI) operates 25 arms
manufacturing factories commonly known as KaPaSa in nearly a dozen different locations
across the country, according to the SAC-M report.

“In short, weapons produced by the Myanmar military in-country at its KaPaSa factories have

been used in the military’s widespread and systematic attacks against civilian targets, prior to,
during and after the 2021 attempted military coup, and continue to be so,” stated the SAC-M

report.

Since the 2021 coup, the military regime and its arms brokers have been under international
sanctions, including from the US Treasury.

In their report SAC-M also identifies companies supplying raw materials, parts and components,
end items and high-precision computer numerical control (CNC) machines and associated
technology to the DDI for the production of weapons.

Among the companies named, the state-owned Chinese company NORINCO appears to be
playing an important role in the DDI’s imports of raw materials for KaPaSa production. The raw
materials are being exported to Myanmar by sea via Singapore.
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Last year, the DDI also purchased fuses for 84mm recoilless rifles through a Myanmar company,
Creative Exploration Ltd, from the India-based Sandeep Metalcraft, an official vendor of India’s
Ministry of Defence.

Furthermore, the report said, companies legally domiciled in India and Japan exported raw
materials, including iron, copper, aluminium, chromium and high-grade steel, to the DDI, while
others in Austria, Germany, Taiwan and the US provided CNC machines for milling and grinding.

The SAC-M report also names front companies, including companies based in Myanmar, and
middlemen that enable the DDI to purchase products and services by brokering deals or
otherwise acting as intermediaries for the DDI.

One such company, the Myanmar-based Mottama Holdings, acts as an intermediary between
the DDI and NORINCO in China, and plays a pivotal role in the DDI’s purchases of high-precision
CNC machines for KaPaSa factories.

Chris Sidoti of SAC-M said that countries must investigate and initiate administrative or legal
proceedings against companies enabling the DDI to produce weapons used by the Myanmar
military in its indiscriminate attacks on civilians.

“Foreign companies that profit from the suffering of the Myanmar people must be held
accountable,” he added.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-military-manufacturing-weapons-with-

help-from-foreign-companies.html

Myanmar’s Civilian Government Calls on Neighbors to Deny Junta Jets Airspace Access
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 January 2023

Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government (NUG) has called on neighboring countries to
stop junta warplanes from using their airspace following last week’s air raids along the Indian
border.

On January 10 and 11, junta fighter jets attacked Camp Victoria, the headquarters of the Chin
National Front (CNF), near the border, killing five Chin fighters, injuring many others and
damaging a health clinic and civilian houses.

The NUG’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated on Tuesday that CNF and other sources reported
seeing the jets entering Indian airspace during the attack amid claims that some bombs landed
in Indian territory.

“This is not the first time the illegal junta has used the airspace of its neighbors while
committing atrocities, with Bangladesh and Thailand earlier examples. Nor is it the first time
that junta bombs have struck foreign soil during such air raids,” the shadow ministry said.
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“The NUG calls on Myanmar’s neighbors, in the interests of regional peace and security and the
protection of civilians, to block junta use of their airspace for attacks,” it said.

The statement referred to the United Nations Security Council’s condemnation of attacks
against civilians and civilian infrastructure in resolution 2669 while demanding an end to
violence.

Junta aircraft have also intruded into Thai and Bangladeshi airspace while launching airstrikes
on resistance forces in Karen and Rakhine states.

International human rights watchdog Fortify Rights last week called on India to prevent junta
jets from accessing its airspace and take measures to protect Chin and Indian civilians along the
border.

“New Delhi shouldn’t tolerate the junta’s incursions on its airspace, and Indian authorities
should do everything in their power to ensure the security of civilians and border areas,” said
Matthew Smith of Fortify Rights.

Regime airstrikes last year killed at least 155 civilians and injured 187.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-civilian-government-calls-on-neighbors-
to-deny-junta-jets-airspace-access.html

HRW Urge ASEAN Chair Indonesia to Pressure Myanmar on Violence

Vijitra Duangdee

FILE - Protesters are dispersed as riot police fire tear gas during a
demonstration in Yangon, Myanmar, March 8, 2021.

BANGKOK, THAILAND — Indonesia is under increasing pressure to
use its new one-year role as chair of the Association of Southeast

Asian Nations (ASEAN) to isolate Myanmar’s junta in a bid to end

its bloody crackdown on pro-democracy opponents, analysts say.

But experts say reaching a consensus among the regional bloc remains a challenge in an area
where Myanmar’s military still draws diplomatic cover from neighboring nations, as violence
shows no signs of abating nearly two years after the February 2021 coup.

In its annual World Report released Thursday, Human Rights Watch flagged human rights
abuses in Myanmar, also known as Burma, as one of Asia’s worst flashpoints.

Report authors say 16,000 people have been arbitrarily jailed for demonstrating in favor of a
return to democracy, which ended when the military junta toppled the elected government of
Aung San Suu Kyi.
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An estimated 2,300 civilians have been killed in clashes with the military or airstrikes as the
junta seeks to squash a sprawling rebellion, while the junta has also returned to the use of the
death penalty after three decades.

“We urge Indonesia to use its ASEAN chairmanship effectively to resolve the crisis in Myanmar,”
Elaine Pearson, director of Human Rights Watch’s Asia Division, told reporters in Jakarta
Thursday.

“The world’s response to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine shows what is possible when the world
acts in unison.”

In 2021, Myanmar, an ASEAN member since 1997, agreed to a five-point plan to end the crisis,
including ending the violence “immediately,” establishing a peaceful dialogue with opponents
and allowing the ASEAN chair to appoint a special envoy.

But Myanmar’s junta, whose representatives have been barred from the bloc’s high-level
meetings since the coup, has failed to abide by the agreement made with its regional
counterparts.

Analysts say that has left a conundrum for the new ASEAN chair, Indonesia: Continue to let
Myanmar dictate its terms of engagement with the region or pressure the junta into ending its
campaign of violence.

“We’re looking to Indonesia to rise to that challenge ... will it be easy? Of course not, knowing
principles of non-interference,” Pearson said.

ASEAN operates on a principle of cross-border non-interference—a value reflecting a politically
complex region that spans communist dictatorships (Laos, Vietnam), military-steered quasi-
democracies (Thailand, Cambodia) and Muslim-majority democracies (Malaysia, Indonesia).

“So, to do this will require a lot of attention from [Indonesian Foreign Minister] Retno Marsudi
and | really hope for the sake of the people of Myanmar that Indonesia does rise to that
challenge.”

Indonesian President Joko Widodo has repeatedly called for an end to bloodshed, leading the
most vocal criticism of Myanmar’s junta within a regional bloc more prone to tepid statements
on the internal affairs of member states.

Reputation on the line

Experts say the rebellion against Myanmar’s junta is fast lurching toward an outright civil war,
which will have ramifications for all of Southeast Asia, possibly marring ASEAN’s credibility and
threatening a dangerous spillover of instability.
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“As its biggest and most consequential member, Indonesia's chairmanship is ASEAN's best hope
to rein in Myanmar's bloody spiral from military coup to civil war,” said Thitinan Pongsudhirak,
professor of International Relations at Chulalongkorn University.

“But it will be a daunting task because the Myanmar junta has been intransigent, so far taking
ASEAN for a ride.”

Political fragmentation within the ASEAN bloc makes it difficult to achieve a firm position on
Myanmar.

Thailand’s military-backed rulers—who last seized power from an elected government in their
country in 2014—share a long-established relationship with Myanmar’s junta and its leader,
Min Aung Hlaing, complicating any moves to pressure the army into ending the violence.

Even as efforts to isolate Myanmar diplomatically gathered pace late last year, Thailand hosted
Myanmar’s foreign minister.

“It was very disconcerting and kind of undermined the effort to put more pressure on
Myanmar,” said Phil Robertson, deputy director of Human Rights Watch’s Asia Division. “It sent
the wrong signal.”

Some analysts say Thailand’s position is nuanced, subject to instability and refugee flows along
its border with Myanmar.

“Thailand does not want to see the collapse of Myanmar,” said Bangkok-based Kavi
Chongkittavorn, an ASEAN expert. “Thailand would be the most affected by the ongoing
guagmire. Bangkok has been using quiet diplomacy—not silent diplomacy—to engage the
junta.”

Yet without a strong line by ASEAN, the violence will continue weakening the regional bloc, says
Thitinan, suggesting “actionable threats of suspension” are among the tools Indonesia must
consider using as ASEAN chair.

“If the Myanmar crisis does not improve, ASEAN will be further marginalized in the eyes of the
international community,” he said.

https://www.voanews.com/a/hrw-urge-asean-chair-indonesia-to-pressure-myanmar-on-
violence/6921663.html
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