PEACE Info (January 12, 2023)

Myanmar Civilian Govt, Revolutionary Organizations Discuss Forging Greater Cooperation
Myanmar’s junta continues to target anti-junta doctors for arrest
Pathein Prison inmates face new abuses in wake of recent unrest
Inmate protest at Myanmar prison sparked in part by ‘preparation for execution’
Myanmar’s Junta Adds New Charge Against Kachin Christian Leader
After the Military Council burned down 15 houses in Wa Kone village, some residents have
not dared to return to the village
10,000 more IDPs fled the on-going war in Dooplaya district The KNU 6th Brigade zone,
during first week of the new year
Myanmar junta hits ethnic rebels with air strikes near India border
Five killed in junta airstrike on Chin resistance force headquarters near Myanmar-India
border
Myanmar Junta Bombs Chin Resistance HQ Twice in Week
Soldiers Arrest 136 Rohingya During Yangon Raid
Australian Economist Says Myanmar Junta Has Revoked his Amnesty
Myanmar junta tells ASEAN to stay out of its affairs in response to bloc's envoy plan
Indonesia and ASEAN set up new Office to Deal With Myanmar Crisis
New ASEAN Chair Promises Hope for Myanmar
Discovery of junta family assets in Thai raid prompts call for probe
Thailand Asked to Probe Myanmar Junta Boss’s Links to Criminal Underworld
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Myanmar Civilian Govt, Revolutionary Organizations Discuss Forging Greater Cooperation
By THE IRRAWADDY | 12 January 2023

Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government (NUG) discussed possible responses to the
ongoing arrests of anti-regime protesters and activists, as well as ways of forging greater
connections between the country’s various revolutionary forces on Tuesday.

NUG Acting President Duwa Lashi La, Prime Minister Mahn Win Khaing Than and ministers held
an online meeting attended by a dozen revolutionary organizations, both armed and political,
from around the country.

“When we reported on and asked [for their ideas] about the current situation we face on the
ground, including the arrests of protesters, Minister of Home Affairs and Immigration U Lwin Ko
Latt answered our questions and suggested ways they could help,” a young member of a
revolutionary organization who attended the meeting told The Irrawaddy.

During the meeting, the acting president emphasized the need for mutual trust between the
NUG and anti-regime activist groups, saying it was evident the young revolutionary generation
had many new ideas. He said he was amazed by their innovative protest methods, which
consistently captured the attention of the public and the entire international community,
according to a statement released on the acting President’s Facebook page.

“My respect and esteem for young people involved in various revolutionary protest groups
have never wavered,” Duwa Lashi La told the representatives of revolutionary organizations.

The ethnic Kachin leader invited open criticism of his government, saying it welcomed public
input and would respectfully listen to the opinions of the anti-regime activists.

“When a mistake is made, we never hesitate to correct it,” the President said.

He added that the various political activist organizations are expected to be a key force in
establishing a federal democratic country.

At the meeting, the questions regarding the political protesters and activists were fielded by
the relevant ministers, and their recommendations and suggestions recorded and accepted,
according to the chairman of the Octopus Youth Organization.

“Through this meeting, we saw more intimacy and openness, more unity. | think that will make
the movement stronger,” he told The Irrawaddy.

A young member of a revolutionary organization said the meeting was positive, and
revolutionary forces were encouraged to directly criticize the government.

“It would be good to hold more such meetings,” he said.
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Ko Nan Lin from Anti-junta Alliance Yangon, who attended the meeting, said he hoped such
open discussion with the NUG would make the opposition to the junta more harmonious,
coordinated and cooperative.

Anti-coup protests erupted around the country after the military seized power on Feb. 1, 2021,
ignoring the desire of the people, who turned out strongly to elect the National League for
Democracy in the November 2020 poll despite peak pandemic conditions.

The NUG acting president said that the protests were the first step in the Spring Revolution, as
important as the diplomatic struggle, prison strikes and armed resistance, according to the
Octopus Youth Organization chairman.

Young protesters and members of revolutionary forces continue to be arrested by the regime
around the country. Regime forces have raided safe houses and violently arrested pro-
democracy activists. Therefore, the number of protests against the military dictatorship in large
cities such as Yangon and Mandalay has decreased, but bold young protesters have managed to
carry out occasional flash mob protests and use other creative methods to voice opposition to
the regime.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-civilian-govt-revolutionary-organizations-
discuss-forging-greater-cooperation.html

Myanmar’s junta continues to target anti-junta doctors for arrest

‘We left the government medical sector because we couldn’t continue working for a group of
terrorists.’

By RFA Burmese | 2023.01.12

Doctors and other medical professionals protest the
military coup in Yangon, Myanmar, Feb. 15, 2021.
RFA

Myanmar’s junta continues to arrest doctors and
other medically-trained workers for participating
in a civil disobedience movement to resist the
military junta’s 2021 coup, healthcare workers
say.
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In the months following the February 2021 coup, about 60,000 medical workers, including
doctors, nurses, pharmacists and other healthcare employees, joined teachers, bankers and
engineers who walked off their jobs, bringing the country’s administrative machinery to a
halt, defying the junta’s orders to go back to work.
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Overt anti-junta protests and activities have faded amid a relentless crackdown by the
military on the so-called Civil Disobedience Movement, or any form of opposition, over the
past two years, although many doctors have refused to return to their jobs.

Some medical professionals have joined or started private clinics and hospitals to continue
their practice. But junta forces are searching for those who have done so or gone into hiding
and arresting them.

In December alone, authorities arrested at least 15 medical professionals involved in the
movement, according to an Radio Free Asia tally.

“It is obvious that health workers are being targeted by the military as if they were
enemies,” said Dr. Sit Min Naing, an official with the CDM Medical Network, a group of anti-
junta medical workers.

“We left the government medical sector because we couldn’t continue working for a group
of terrorists who unfairly seized the power of the country against the people’s will,” he said.

Doctors and healthcare workers hold signs as they take
&) : part in a demonstration against the military coup in
g corsommeens. (1% el o front of the Chinese Embassy in Yangon, Myanmar, Feb.

XXXXXXXXXX|
supporting to MILTARY

11, 2021. Credit: AFP
Destroying Myanmar from within

Since the coup, junta forces have arrested 355 doctors
and medical professionals who participated in the
movement, and revoked the medical licenses of 557 doctors, whom they then fired,
according to the CDM Medical Network.

Medical personnel have also been caught up in police and military raids, which have left 83
doctors and other medical professionals dead since the coup, and another 789 injured, the
group found.

Detaining and killing medical doctors and other professionals who are valuable to the
country is destroying Myanmar, said Dr. Zaw Wai Soe, minister of health and education
under the shadow National Unity Government.

“These people who selfishly crush everyone and everything so that they can stay in power,
must not exist,” he said. “These arrests indicate that our country must not have these people
who simply lack common sense and the ability to distinguish what is right from wrong.”

Nevertheless, nearly 45,000 healthcare workers are still participating in the movement by
defying the junta’s order to return to work in public hospitals, the CDM Medical Network
says.
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Among those arrested last month was Dr. Win Khaing of Mandalay Medical University, an
expert in urology and renal surgery, said a physician with knowledge of the situation.

Military officers in civilian clothing arrested Win Khaing on Dec. 25 while he was providing
treatment to patients at a private clinic in Mandalay’s Chan Aye Tha San township, said the
doctor, who also was part of the movement.

The junta now is planning to arrest other medical professionals in connection with Win
Khaing, he said.

Junta spokesman Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun told RFA in March 2022 that the regime had to take
legal action against those who participated in the movement because they were the main
source of encouragement for anti-military activities.

He also said it was unacceptable for medical professionals in the movement to work at
private clinics instead of government hospitals.

Medical doctors and healthcare workers from eight
townships in Naypyidaw, Myanmar, march in protest against
the military coup, Feb. 12, 2021. Credit: RFA

Random arrests

| The military is randomly arresting doctors — even in their
homes —who were involved in the movement and who have
been providing medical treatment at private hospitals, the physician said.

The junta has gone after other doctors in Mandalay, and ordered five private hospitals,
including Nan Taw, Myo Taw, Kankaw, Htet Nay Lin and Sein Pan, where physicians who
participated in the movement work, to shut down for four months as of Jan. 1, sources said.

The State Administration Council, the formal name of the junta, took the measures as a
threat to private hospitals not to hire doctors who refuse to work in public hospitals under
the military regime, said a Mandalay resident.

“Some hospitals cannot operate without professionals, so some of them joined these private
hospitals and worked for them after they distanced themselves from the military-operated
hospitals,” said the resident, who declined to be named for security reasons.

“Now, the situation is that the hospital owners dare not employ these doctors or nurses or
whoever is involved in the movement, because of these problems,” the person said.

Soldiers also arbitrarily arrested Myint Moh Kyaw, a doctor at Kalay Public Hospital in
northwestern Sagaing region, at a checkpoint in the town of Kalay on Dec. 26, a township
healthcare worker said.
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The physician, who joined the civil disobedience movement during its early days, had opened
his own medical practice in Mingalar Garden and was treating patients there.

Following his arrest, other health care professionals became concerned that military
authorities would arrest other doctors and nurses who had participated in the movement,
said the source who declined to be named for safety reasons.

Myint Moh Kyaw, who treated many patients and charged them low fees for medical
treatment and surgery, encouraged young people to participate in street protests against the
military regime, the health care worker said.

“We have to be on alert now that Dr. Myint Moh Kyaw has been arrested,” the person said.”
We always have to check our surroundings.”

Translated by Myo Min Aung for RFA Burmese. Written in English by Roseanne Gerin.
Edited by Malcolm Foster.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/anti-junta-doctors-01122023142124.html

Pathein Prison inmates face new abuses in wake of recent unrest

The wife of a political prisoner connected to the outbreak of violence at the prison late last
week has also reportedly been targeted

Esther J | Published onJan 12, 2023

Prison guards prepare to crack down on inmates of Shwebo
Prison in May 2019 (Myanmar Now)

Political detainees inside Pathein Prison in Ayeyarwady
Region have been hit by new restrictions following a recent
outbreak of violence, according to a source close to the

prison.
On Monday, prison guards shaved the heads of all male political prisoners and confiscated
items sent to them by their families, including food and clothing, the source said.

They are now required to wear prison-issue clothing and are only given one meal a day, he
added. Care packages are no longer permitted.

On January 6, violence broke out inside the prison after eight inmates were taken from their
cells the previous day for staging a protest amid rumours that a condemned prisoner, Kaung
Khant Kyaw, was soon to be executed.

Seven of the prisoners were later returned to their cells, but their leader, Mae Gyi, was not
among them.
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As tensions rose over the incident, prison guards reportedly attacked an inmate with a baton,
prompting others who witnessed the assault to rush to his defence.

At least one prisoner, 33-year-old Wai Yan Phyo, was killed in the ensuing melee. In a
statement, the regime claimed that he had been beaten to death by fellow inmates.

The statement also blamed the incident on the prisoners, accusing them of attacking prison
guards.

The funeral photo of Wai Yan Phyo, a political detainee killed
in the crackdown on a protest at the Pathein Prison (CJ via
Radio Free Asia)

Mae Gyi, who is also known as Win Min Htet, has not been
seen since he was separated from the other prisoners, raising
fears about his safety.

“It would be some consolation to his family if the authorities
confirmed whether he was dead or alive,” said Myanmar
Now’s source, who spoke on condition of anonymity.

On January 7, junta troops reportedly arrested Sandar Aye, the wife of political prisoner Win
Htun Aung, who was among the eight inmates who joined the protest led by Mae Gyi.

The reason for her arrest remains unclear, but there were concerns that she was being targeted
as retaliation for her husband’s alleged role in stoking unrest.

On Sunday, the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP) released a statement
condemning the junta’s treatment of Pathein Prison inmates as a violation of the UN
Convention Against Torture.

“This is even worse than what we have heard of from other prisons,” an AAPP official told
Myanmar Now. “This is a grave criminal offence.”

The AAPP official also noted that the International Committee of the Red Cross has not been
permitted to conduct prison inspections since the military seized power nearly two years ago,
heightening the likelihood of serious abuses.

There have been a number of instances of prisoners being killed behind bars since the February
2021 coup. In March of last year, seven inmates of Kalay Prison in Sagaing Region were shot
dead by prison authorities, allegedly for attempting to escape.

The use of excessive force by prison authorities has long been a problem in Myanmar. In May
2019, a riot inside Shwebo Prison in Sagaing resulted in the deaths of four prisoners.
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According to AAPP—which keeps records on political prisoners arrested, sentenced, and
released in Myanmar—at least 13,429 civilians throughout the country remain in detention for
opposing the military regime as of January 11.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/pathein-prison-inmates-face-new-abuses-in-wake-of-
recent-unrest

Inmate protest at Myanmar prison sparked in part by ‘preparation for execution’

Two prisoners were killed in an ensuing crackdown, which rights monitors say is a ‘war crime.’

By RFA Burmese | 2023.01.12

The scene inside Pathein Prison after the unrest, Jan. 5,
2023. Myanmar military

An inmate protest at a prison in southern Myanmar
that prompted a deadly crackdown last week was
sparked in part by preparations for the execution of a
schoolteacher, Radio Free Asia has learned.

The revelation sheds new light on the cause of the incident at Pathein Prison in the
Ayeyarwady region, the latest in a string of more than 15 violent crackdowns on protests by
political prisoners —termed “riots” by authorities — in the nearly two years since the military
seized power in a coup.

On the night of Jan. 5, guards discovered a mobile phone in the possession of 33-year-old
Wai Yan Phyo, a prisoner of conscience serving 28 years for taking part in an anti-coup
protest, sources with knowledge of the prison and others assisting political prisoners at the
facility told RFA last week.

Following the discovery, guards pulled Wai Yan Phyo — also known as Yar Su — and two other
inmates from their cells and beat them throughout the night before returning them the
following morning, the sources said.

RFA originally reported that when the three men explained to their fellow inmates what had
happened to them and demanded they be released, authorities refused, sparking a protest
by other prisoners.

But on Wednesday, family members of political prisoners at Pathein Prison told RFA that, in
addition to frustration over guards’ treatment of the trio, the protest was also prompted by
preparations for the execution of a school teacher sentenced to death by hanging at the
complex. Details of the teacher’s case were not immediately clear.
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Guards responded by beating and opening fire on the protesters. Wai Yan Phyo was hit in
the head by three bullets and died on the spot.

Nearly 70 inmates suffered gunshot wounds and other injuries, including Pho La Pyae, Win Min Htet,
Soe Yu Kyaw, Wai Zaw Lat, Aung Tun Myint, Kyaw Ye Aung, Ye Thway Ni and a yet-to-be-identified
eighth man, who were left in critical condition. Win Min Htet, 31, also known as Mae Gyi, later
succumbed to his injuries, according to former political prisoners with knowledge of the situation at
Pathein Prison.

Speaking to RFA on Wednesday, a relative of Wai Yan Phyo said that only his mother was
allowed to see his body before officials had it cremated.

“In the cemetery, the prison authorities showed his mother [only] his injuries from being
beaten,” the family member said. “They tried to prove to her that there were no gunshot
wounds.”

According to the relative, not even Wai Yan Phyo’s wife was allowed to see his body before
the cremation. His ashes were returned to the family, the relative said.

The funeral photo of Wai Yan Phyo, a political prisoner killed in
the crackdown during the Pathein Prison protest on Jan. 5, 2023.
Credit: Citizen journalist‘Chickens in a cage’

A former political prisoner who served time at Pathein Prison
likened inmates at the facility to “chickens in a cage” with no
rights.

“[The guards] can do whatever they want to them at any
time,” the former prisoner said.

“The prisoners’ safety should be the number one priority in prison. This is also one of the
Prison Department’s [stated] goals,” he said. “They are solely responsible for the safety and
lives of the prisoners.”

Several calls by RFA seeking comment from Naing Win, the spokesperson for the junta’s
Prison Department, went unanswered Wednesday.

A statement issued by the junta on Jan. 6 referred to the prison protest as a “riot” incited by
troublesome inmates. It said around 70 prisoners destroyed a door leading from their cell
block to an adjacent courtyard and attacked authorities, injuring 2 police officers and 9
prison guards. It acknowledged the death of an inmate, who it said was “killed by fellow
prisoners,” and said 63 others were injured.

A former prison warden, who declined to be named for security reasons, told RFA that last
week’s protest turned deadly because the officials chose not to address the cell phone
discovery in accordance with the law.
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“In retrospect, if they had dealt with the discovery of the mobile phone ... peacefully and in
accordance with the law, there is no reason this would have happened,” he said. “But
because they mishandled the problem, the incident got out of control.”

Gathering evidence of a ‘war crime’

An official with Thailand’s Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma) said that
incidents like the one at Pathein Prison are “happening in prisons all over the country,” and
suggested the military regime is “targeting and oppressing political prisoners with malice.”

He also called the beating, shooting and killing of prisoners who are not in any position to resist “a
cruel and inhumane act,” adding that the officials responsible for the incident “will have to face the
consequences one day.”

According to the AAPP, at least 13,360 people have been detained on political charges since
Myanmar’s Feb. 1, 2021 coup — 1,937 of whom have been sentenced to prison.

Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government on Wednesday referred to the crackdown as a “war
crime,” telling RFA that its Ministry of Human Rights is gathering evidence to prosecute prison
officials.

“This incident has been accurately reported to the United Nations and all human rights monitoring
groups,” said Aung Myo Min, the NUG’s human rights minister. “Although there has been no
punishment yet, we will continue to hold the officials of the prison department responsible for this
crime as seriously as those who carry out the military's war crimes.”

Translated by Myo Min Aung. Edited by Joshua Lipes and Malcolm Foster.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/protest-01112023182907.html

Myanmar’s Junta Adds New Charge Against Kachin Christian Leader
By THE IRRAWADDY | 12 January 2023

Myanmar’s military regime has filed a fresh charge against Dr. Hkalam Samson, the former
president of the Kachin Baptist Convention (KBC), indicting him for incitement to go with a
previous charge of unlawful association, according to a family member.

The Baptist leader was remanded in custody at a closed court inside a prison in Kachin State’s
Myitkyina on Wednesday. His trial is scheduled to begin on Friday.

“It appears that his case will be heard at the court inside the prison. We haven’t yet been
allowed to see him. We could only see him from a distance [on Wednesday],” said a relative.

The former KBC president left Myitkyina for Mandalay on December 5 to catch an onward flight
to Bangkok. He was detained at Mandalay airport and put on a flight back to Myitkyina, where
he was arrested. Family members have not been allowed to see him since his arrest.
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According to initial reports, he has been charged with defaming the military in his sermons. But
details are still unknown.

Dr. Hkalam Samson is also President of the Kachin National Consultative Assembly, a group of
Kachin State religious and political leaders who help foster communication between the Kachin
Independence Organization (KIO) and the local community. The KIO’s armed wing, the Kachin
Independence Army, has been actively fighting the regime since last year’s coup, while also
training and arming People’s Defense Forces battling the junta.

If convicted, the doctor faces up to three years in prison under the Unlawful Association Act
plus up to two years in prison under Section 505 (a) of the Penal Code on incitement.

Family members are concerned about his health, as the Kachin faith leader is on medication for
high blood pressure and bronchitis.

“We hope justice will win in this case. We want him to be freed as soon as possible. He is old
and it is upsetting to see him in prison,” said one family member.

Civil society organizations in Kachin State issued a joint statement on December 27 calling for
the immediate release of the doctor on humanitarian grounds and for the sake of peace.

In 2019, the Myanmar military’s Northern Command attempted to take legal action against Dr.
Hkalam Samson for telling then United States president Donald Trump about the military’s
oppression of ethnic minorities in Myanmar. The case was dropped on the orders of military
chief and current junta boss Min Aung Hlaing.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-junta-adds-new-charge-against-kachin-
christian-leader.html

After the Military Council burned down 15 houses in Wa Kone village, some residents have
not dared to return to the village

After the Military Council troops burned down 15 houses in Wa Kone village located on Dawei-
Htee Khee Road in Ledo Soe (Dawei) Township, Myeik-Dawei District, which is part of the
territory of the 4th Brigade of the Karen National Union (KNU), some residents have not dared
to return to the village.

Karen News | 12 January 2023

On January 8th, a 100-strong Military Council unit arrived at Wa Kone village and set fire to 15
houses along the main road. As a result of this arson attack, the entire village was forced to
flee.
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“When they arrived at the village, they set fire to
everything they found on either side of the main road. All
the people in the village had to flee. Those who didn’t
have a place to take refuge, had to shelter in the forests.
The soldiers have now left the village, but the villagers
fear that they will come back again. Some villagers have
returned home, but some have not dared to return yet”, a

villager told KIC.

The military unit was marching from Dawei to Htee Khee for an operation, and on the way, they
burned the houses of Wa Kone village, KNU Myeik-Dawei District’s Kwe Ka Lu News reported.

“We were fleeing when they came to the village, so we didn’t see clearly what they did. But
some eyewitnesses said that they entered Wa Kone on foot, followed by a convoy. After that,
they started burning the houses along the main road, accusing them of being hideouts of the
People’s Defense Forces (PDF). They did not set ablaze the houses inside the village. Household
items were also destroyed. Their actions were very nasty”, another villager also told KIC.

There are about 200 houses in Wa Kone village, where the majority of the residents are Karen
people. Currently, around 2000 villagers are still fleeing their homes, locals said.

Southern Monitor, a group that observes the human rights abuses committed by the Military
Council, said that they already gathered data that 188 residential houses were burned down by
Junta forces in Tanintharyi division between September 2021 and December 2022. But the
actual number of houses torched in the region is likely to be higher than that.

https://karennews.org/2023/01/after-the-military-council-burned-down-15-houses-in-wa-
kone-village-some-residents-have-not-dared-to-return-to-the-village/

10,000 more IDPs fled the on-going war in Dooplaya district The KNU 6th Brigade zone, during
first week of the new year

In the first week of January the number of people who had fled the war surged by more than
10,000 within the zone of the National Union’s (KNU) 6th brigade in Dooplaya district of Karen
state, according to those helping the war refugees.

Karen News | 12 January 2023

In the territory controlled by the 6th Brigade, fighting between
the Revolutionary Joint Forces led by the local Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA) and the Military Council, has
intensified since the end of last year.
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Heavy bombardment by the regime’s air force has forced thousands of local residents to flee
their homes.

“There have been bombardments by warplanes, and artillery targeting the villages. Yesterday
they bombed villages. This means that clashes can break out in places where there was no war
before. We can’t tell the exact number of displaced people, but we estimate that there will be
more than ten thousand”, Saw Khe Lay, deputy-in-charge of the Committee for Internally
Displaced Karen People(CIDKP), which is helping the people fled the war, told KIC.

Displaced people who fled the war are in urgent need of food and medicine, as well as warm
clothes and blankets, in order to survive the cold weather. CIDKP reported that that the
refugees worse affected are: mothers of newborns, pregnant women, children and the elderly.

“Some of them go and take refuge in orchards in the forest by themselves, so | can’t say exactly
what kind of difficulties they have.”

“Of course the weather is very cold, so it is extremely difficult for the elderly and children.
Almost all the surrounding villages are fleeing the war, so it is difficult to help each other”, a
female internally displaced person (IDP) told KIC.

From December 31st 2022 to January 5th 2023, fighting raged in the area of the KNU 6th
Brigade, and the Military Council carried out airstrikes almost every day. Currently residents of
10 villages in KNU’s Win Yay (Waw Ray) township, villages around Kyainseikgyi township and
villages between Kyainseikgyi-Payathonzu, have been forced to abandon their homes due to
the fierce battles in the region.

More than 2000 residents from at least 10 villages, including Kawk Nwe and Ywar Thit Kone,
around Kawkareik, are still fleeing the war due to the recent fighting in the south of Kawkareik
township.

Saw Khe Lay told KIC that according to CIDKP’s statistics, there is a total of more than 400,000
IDPs fleeing the war in southeastern Myanmar, including the KNU’ s Dooplaya district, the area
of the KNU 6th Brigade.

https://karennews.org/2023/01/10000-more-idps-fled-the-on-going-war-in-dooplaya-district-
the-knu-6th-brigade-zone-during-first-week-of-the-new-year/

Myanmar junta hits ethnic rebels with air strikes near India border
By AFP | 12 January 2023

Myanmar's junta has carried out air strikes on an ethnic armed group's base near the border
with India, the rebels and media said Wednesday, with one bomb landing close to the
international boundary.
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Myanmar's junta has carried out air strikes on the
headquarters of the Chin National Front (CNF) near the
border with India on 11 January 2023.

The military coup almost two years ago has sparked renewed
fighting with long-established ethnic rebel groups, as well as
with dozens of "People's Defence Force" groups that have
sprung up to oppose the junta.

The bombing by five jets on Tuesday evening killed five fighters at the headquarters of the Chin
National Front (CNF), which claims to represent the mainly Christian Chin minority in western
Myanmar, spokesman Salai Htet Ni told AFP.

"They dropped seven bombs... Some of our houses were destroyed from their air strike... One
bomb landed on the Indian side," he said.

Local media also reported five fighters had been killed and that one bomb landed in Champhai
district, in India's Mizoram state.

But Indian police said the bomb had actually landed directly in the dry riverbed that marks the
international boundary.

"Qur initial investigation has revealed that there is no damage to any (Indian) life or property,"
Lalrinpuia Varte, police superintendent of Champhai district, told AFP.

"Farkawn village, which is about eight to nine kilometres (five to six miles) from the
international border, is the closest to where the incident happened."

The CNF's fighters have dwindled in recent years, and it signed a ceasefire with the military in
2015.

But in May last year it signed an agreement with a shadow government dominated by
lawmakers from Aung San Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy (NLD) that is working to
overturn the coup.

Coup leader Min Aung Hlaing has justified his power grab by claiming electoral fraud in
November 2020 elections won by Suu Kyi's NLD.

International observers said at the time the polls were largely free and fair.
AFP

https://mizzima.com/article/myanmar-junta-hits-ethnic-rebels-air-strikes-near-india-border
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Five killed in junta airstrike on Chin resistance force headquarters near Myanmar-India
border

Myanmar military aircraft bomb Camp Victoria for two consecutive days, but the CNF says it will
continue to resist the junta, emboldened by the support of the public

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Jan 12, 2023

The CNF’s Camp Victoria headquarters is seen from
India in March 2021 (EPA)

The Myanmar military bombed the headquarters of the
Chin National Front/Army (CNF/A), known as Camp
Victoria, in western Myanmar’s Chin State on Tuesday,
killing five members of the resistance group.

) % At around 4pm, three Yak-130 and two MiG-29 fighter
jets struck the site near the India-Myanmar border at least five times using highly explosive
bombs, one of which reportedly landed on Indian soil and attracted the attention of the
country’s armed forces.

The attack on Camp Victoria followed the November leak of the Myanmar air force’s
confidential list of targets, one of which was the ethnic armed organisation’s primary base, CNF
spokesperson Salai Htet Ni told Myanmar Now.

“They had pinpointed 14 targets for an air raid on the CNF headquarters...,” he said. “We can
see that they dropped the bombs on the preselected targets, but our most important buildings
were not affected.”

The casualties included lieutenants Ngun Hlei Par and Van Ro Piang, officers Sui Len Par and Kil
Mang, and private Duh Tin.

On Wednesday, three military aircraft again targeted Camp Victoria in an airstrike at around
4:50pm, according to CNA’s information team. Further details about the second attack are still
unclear at the time of reporting.

Buildings at Camp Victoria destroyed in the airstrike on 10
January, as reported in local media (Supplied)

The military council recently announced a temporary truce
with the country’s ethnic armed organisations until the
end of 2023, which the Interim Chin National Consultative

- ST L e S e Council dismissed as a lie in a Tuesday night statement
condemning the aerial assault earlier that day.
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A spokesperson for another anti-junta armed group active in the region, the Chinland Defence
Force, said that the airstrikes would not “hinder [their] plans for the revolution.”

Buildings at Camp Victoria destroyed in the airstrike on 11 January, as
reported in local media (Supplied)

| Shops in the Chin State capital of Hakha were reportedly closed on
Wednesday in protest of the raids on the CNF base. Regime soldiers
responded by demanding that they conduct business as usual, a town
resident said.

“Junta soldiers [in cars] stopped in front of the shops and at
intersections, and they shouted to open the shops,” he told Myanmar
Now, adding that some of the shop owners opened their doors “a

Buildings at Camp Victoria destroyed in the airstrike on 11 January, as
reported in local media (Supplied)

CNF spokesperson Salai Htet Ni pointed out that while his
organisation did not have access to anti-aircraft weapons, they would
continue to “respond as best we can, within our capabilities.”

“It doesn’t matter what strategy or technology the military council
uses to attack us. The people are always on our side, and that is the
driving force for us,” he explained.

Two military aircraft also bombed a frontline base of the CNF/A
around six miles from Hakha on November 7 last year.

The CNF was founded in 1988 and later signed the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement with the
now ousted National League for Democracy government and the military. The group opposed
the 2021 military coup and offered combat training at Camp Victoria to youth who were willing
to take up arms against the junta.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/five-killed-in-junta-airstrike-on-chin-resistance-force-
headquarters-near-myanmar-india-border

Myanmar Junta Bombs Chin Resistance HQ Twice in Week
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 12 January 2023

Myanmar junta fighters have attacked the headquarters of the Chin National Front (CNF), the
political wing of the Chin National Army (CNA), for the second time in a week, destroying a
clinic.
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Three fighters bombed the Mt Victoria headquarters on Wednesday after an attack on Tuesday,
killing five CNF members and injuring many others.

“There were three fighters but only two dropped bombs. The clinic provides healthcare to
villagers,” said a CNF member.

The civilian National Unity Government (NUG) released a statement denouncing junta
airstrikes.

“We convey our condolences to all those who have lost their lives from the ethnic communities
by these inhumane atrocities and pledge that we will do our utmost to find justice for all those
lives lost by judicial means, be it national or international,” the statement said.

CNF spokesman Salai Htet Ni said that though the junta recently announced a one-year
extension to its ceasefire, it targets the CNF because it refuses to hold talks.

“It is getting more dangerous for Chin communities. They can’t send in ground troops so they
rely on air attacks. We try our best to defend ourselves against the airstrikes,” he said.

Ko Zay Thu Aung, a former airforce captain who had joined the civil disobedience movement,
said the junta is targeting ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) which refuse to attend regime
“peace” talks.

“During the ceasefire they announced, they are in dialogue with a few EAOs who are allies.
Meanwhile, the other EAOs are still revolting against the dictatorship.

“The junta delivers warnings by airstrikes to pressure those EAOs,” he said
The junta has repeatedly bombed Karen and Kachin states and Sagaing and Magwe regions.

The NUG has strongly condemned junta airstrikes, saying at least 460 civilians, including many
children, have been killed.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-bombs-chin-resistance-hg-twice-in-
week.html

Soldiers Arrest 136 Rohingya During Yangon Raid
By Network Media Group | Wednesday, January 11, 2022

The regime’s armed forces arrested 136 Rohingya in Yangon
Region in the first week of January, in addition to the 332
arrested in the area last year and the 1,759 detained in other
parts of the country, according to information provided by a
Rohingya rights group.
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In the latest raid, eyewitnesses saw soldiers taking away 27 people away from a house in Shwe
Pyi Tha Township at 1pm on 6 January.

“I think some informants reported them to the police. The brokers must have taken money
from these people, but they did not take care of them,” said a man who commiserated with the
victims. Twenty men, including an eight-year-old boy, and seven women were taken away in a
prison van, he said.

Neighbours reportedly reported them to the police after they heard them speaking in a
different language.

A regime-controlled television station has called them “illegal Bengalis”, a racist term for the
Rohingya that implies they are from Bangladesh, although most of them were born in Burma
and their parents are also from that country.

Earlier, the authorities arrested 109 Rohingya in Yangon Region. According to human rights
groups, 23 were arrested in Ward 4 of Mayangon Township on 3 January, 77 in Myo Houng
Ashay Ward in Than Lyin Township on 2 January, and 9 Rohingya, including two brokers, were
arrested near Toe Kyaung Kalay Railway Station in East Dagon Township on 1 January.

Under the previous government of Aung San Suu Kyi, some Rohingya arrested by the
authorities were sent back to their villages in Rakhine State, but under the regime they are
more likely to end up in prison. Since the coup, 300 people have already been sent away for 2
to 5 years.

According to sources close to the police, over 150 Rohingya who had travelled to the Irrawaddy
Region from Rakhine State were sentenced to two years imprisonment for violating the
Immigration Act last year.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2023/01/12/23101

Australian Economist Says Myanmar Junta Has Revoked his Amnesty

Ingyin Naing

FILE - In this image taken from a video, economist Sean
Turnell speaks at the Lowy Institute in Sydney, Australia,
Nov. 28, 2013. The Myanmar junta has revoked its pardon
of Turnell, who was granted amnesty and deported last
November.

The Myanmar junta has revoked its pardon of Australian
economist Sean Turnell, who was granted amnesty and deported last November.
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The decision appeared in an unpublicized announcement dated December 6 which was leaked
on social media recently.

“Unfortunately, this is not fake ... the junta has revoked my amnesty, and requested my arrest,”
Turnell confirmed to VOA’s Burmese Service via text.

Turnell, who's based in Australia, which has no extradition treaty with Myanmar, said he
understands his name has been submitted to Interpol.

“It is risky for me to travel to Asia now,” he said.
Claims of 'false statements'

Turnell, a former economic adviser to ousted Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi, was arrested
following the military coup in February 2021 that brought the junta to power.

The announcement said Turnell’s pardon was revoked because he had violated the terms of his
“probation,” and that he “would have to serve the remaining prison terms together with the
new prison sentences if he commits an offense again.”

The announcement also said that the economist “made false statements about Myanmar via
his social media accounts and in interviews with the media while he was still on probation.”

VOA reached out to the junta’s spokesperson but did not get a response, nor was any official
comment made public as of this report.

After being detained in Yangon’s Insein prison for several months, Turnell was moved to
another prison in Naypyitaw where he faced trial with Suu Kyi. The court sentenced him to
three years’ imprisonment with a charge of possessing “state secret” information in September.

Turnell was released in November when the junta issued a mass amnesty, saying he was freed
“in consideration of bilateral relations and on humanitarian grounds.”

Tun Kyi, one of the founders of the Former Political Prisoners Society, told VOA that the
revocation of Turnell's amnesty is proof that the junta’s words do not match their deeds.

“Myanmar people welcome Sean Turnell’s disclosure of the truth from his own horrifying
experience in prison and interrogation centers where he witnessed grave human rights
violations by authorities,” he said. “Everything he said was true. The news of Sean Turnell
receiving international media attention likely caused concern among the Myanmar military
leadership due to their desire to keep these types of abuses out of the public eye.”

A Muslim, Tun Kyi spent a combined 10 years in prison, first from 1989 to 1996, and then from
2006 to 2009. His organization, based inside Myanmar, which is also known as Burma, assists
former political prisoners and collects data on human rights violations in Buddhist-majority
Myanmar.
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Joy overshadowed by concern

Once back in his native Australia, Turnell took to Facebook to express his thanks to the
government and fellow citizens. His joy was overshadowed, however, by his awareness that
some “53 million people in Myanmar continue to suffer under a regime that is about as
unrepresentative of them as is possible to imagine.”

In interviews given after his return, Turnell expressed his concerns about the severe damage to
Myanmar’s economy caused by the military regime and warned that the ruling generals will not
easily relinquish power.

He also described the inhumane treatment he and other political detainees experienced in
prison. Turnell encountered his long-time colleague and friend, Suu Kyi, during the trial process,
and she urged him to tell the world about what was happening inside Myanmar.

It was a rare message from Suu Kyi, who has been effectively silenced since the junta cut off
any communication between her lawyers and the media in the months after the coup.

Turnell worked closely with Suu Kyi before her arrest, Tun Kyi said. “If you look at how much
contempt they have for Aung San Suu Kyi, who was sentenced to 33 years in prison, you can
imagine how much scorn they have for Sean Turnell as well,” Tun Kyi said.

That is why the junta labeled Turnell, “as an enemy, underserving of any respect or dignity,”
Tun Kyi told VOA.

This story originated in VOA's Burmese Service

https://www.voanews.com/a/australian-economist-says-myanmar-junta-has-revoked-his-
amnesty/6916203.html

Myanmar junta tells ASEAN to stay out of its affairs in response to bloc's envoy plan
The junta also warns the bloc not to communicate with ‘terrorist groups.’
By RFA Burmese | 2023.01.12

Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi gestures during a news
conference in Jakarta, Indonesia, October 27, 2022. Reuters

Myanmar’s military junta has warned ASEAN not to interfere with
its internal matters after the regional bloc said it will establish a
special envoy’s office to deal with the post-coup crisis in the

country.

Indonesia’s Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi at a press conference on Wednesday pledged
that as ASEAN chair his nation would work according to the five-point consensus, referring to
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the bloc’s plan for putting Myanmar back on a democratic path, which analysts have termed
a failure.

In a press release, the junta’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs responded by saying that it would
implement the five-point consensus “in line with the fundamental principles of upholding its
national interest, sovereignty and non-interferences of the internal affairs of the member
states.”

The junta also warned ASEAN not to “engage with any terrorist groups and unlawful
associations [recognized] by the Government of Myanmar,” but did not mention any
particular group in the release.

Myanmar’s military, which toppled an elected government on Feb. 1, 2021, reneged on the
consensus that it had “agreed to” in April that year. The agreement was meant to be a
roadmap that would restore peace and democracy in Myanmar.

The consensus called for an end to violence, the provision of humanitarian assistance, the
appointment of an ASEAN special envoy, dialogue between all stakeholders, and mediation
by the envoy.

Since the coup, the Burmese junta has carried out a widespread campaign of torture,
arbitrary arrests and attacks targeting civilians, the United Nations and human rights groups
have said.

More than 2,700 people have been killed and more than 17,000 have been arrested in the nearly two
years since, according to the Thailand-based Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

Many regional observers and analysts, as well as the previous foreign minister of Malaysia,
have said it is time to junk the consensus and devise a new plan on a deadline that
includes enforcement mechanisms.

However on Monday, Indonesian President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo and Malaysian Prime
Minister Anwar |Ibrahim reversed course and said the five-point consensus remains the best
route to resolving the crisis in Myanmar.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/asean-01122023175903.html

Indonesia and ASEAN set up new Office to Deal With Myanmar Crisis
By THE IRRAWADDY | 12 January 2023

Indonesia’s foreign minister Retno Marsudi announced on Wednesday that she will lead a
newly-set up office of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) special envoy on
Myanmar, to engage with all stakeholders to address the post-coup crisis in the ASEAN member
state.
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Indonesia holds the ASEAN chair for 2023. During a Wednesday event in the Indonesian capital
Jakarta outlining Indonesia’s foreign policy for 2023, foreign minister Retno Marsudi said that as
ASEAN chair, and in accordance with the mandate of the Five-Point Consensus adopted by
ASEAN in 2021, Indonesia will make every effort to help Myanmar out of its political crisis and
won’t allow the Myanmar issue to hold the bloc’s development hostage.

“Only through engagement with all stakeholders can the agreement’s mandate to facilitate the
creation of national dialogue be fulfilled,” the foreign minister was quoted as saying in a report
in the Jakarta Post newspaper.

The last two ASEAN chairs, Brunei and Cambodia, largely failed to push Myanmar’s military
regime to implement the agreed Five-Point Consensus, a peace plan that calls for an immediate
end to violence in the country, dialogue among all parties concerned, the appointment of a
special envoy, provision of humanitarian assistance by ASEAN, and a visit by the ASEAN’s special
envoy to Myanmar to meet with all parties.

Daw Zin Mar Aung, the foreign minister for the parallel National Unity Government (NUG), said
in a recent exclusive interview with The Irrawaddy that she expects Indonesia, as ASEAN chair,
to engage with all stakeholders and to listen to the voices of not only the military regime but
Spring Revolution forces, political groups, ethnic revolutionary organizations, the Committee
Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw and the NUG.

The NUG foreign minister added that she thinks Indonesia will take a more active approach to
resolving the Myanmar crisis, as the country has relevant experience of transforming itself from
a military-dominated parliament into a democracy and that will be helpful in the case of
Myanmar.

“It [Indonesia] has learned lessons over the past two years, while other countries were the
ASEAN chair. So we expect more active engagement from them,” said Daw Zin Mar Aung.

The Myanmar military led by Min Aung Hlaing staged a coup on February 1, 2021. Since then
the junta has committed widespread atrocities against civilians including torture, massacres,
burning people alive, using people as human shields, air and artillery strikes on residential areas
and the looting and torching of houses, which United Nations representatives have called war
crimes and crimes against humanity.

Around 2,725 people had been killed by the regime up to December 7, 2022, while more than
17,100 people including government leaders have been detained, according to the rights group
the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/indonesia-and-asean-set-up-new-office-to-deal-
with-myanmar-crisis.html
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New ASEAN Chair Promises Hope for Myanmar
By ATHENS ZAW ZAW | 13 January 2023

On the last day of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) summit held in Phnom
Penh, Cambodia on November 13, 2022, Cambodia’s Prime Minister Hun Sen, ASEAN chair for
2022, handed over the gavel to Indonesia’s President Joko ‘Jokowi’ Widodo as he assumed the
ASEAN chair for 2023.

We have heard much noise and argument regarding ASEAN’s handling of the Myanmar crisis
prompted by the Myanmar military’s coup on February 1, 2021.

ASEAN approached Myanmar with a narrative of coordination and reconciliation and first came
up with the Five-Point Consensus, a peace plan which junta chief Min Aung Hlaing promised to
follow.

Key to implementing the plan are negotiations with the ousted leaders of the former National
League for Democracy (NLD) government, principally State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.
But the military regime has failed to do this. Nor did the junta allow ASEAN’s special envoy on
Myanmar to meet with Suu Kyi or ousted President Win Myint.

At the same time, the regime has continued to suppress civilians brutally. Civilian casualties
were already high before the Five-Point Consensus. They became even higher after the junta
agreed to abide by the plan.

Around two million people in Myanmar have fled their homes because of junta attacks and
fighting, while about 40,000 homes have been burned down nationwide.

Over 2,700 people have been killed by the junta since the coup. Around 2,000 of them died
after the junta chief promised to implement the Five-Point Consensus. So it is clear that the
regime has showed a real lack of respect for ASEAN’s agreements.

ASEAN’s struggles with the junta

“We can’t say that ASEAN does not do anything [for the people of Myanmar]. The junta was forced to
withdraw from ASEAN meetings. It is a huge success, isn’t it? That has never happened in ASEAN’s
history before,” Miemie Winn Byrd, a retired US lieutenant colonel and professor at the Asia-Pacific
Center for Security Studies, told The Irrawaddy in a recent interview.

But it is obvious that ASEAN has been too slow to respond to the crisis, as Debbie Stothard, a
human rights activist from ALTSEAN-BURMA, a network of human rights and democracy groups
in the ASEAN region, told The Irrawaddy.

“ASEAN only met in the third week of April 2021. At first ASEAN made some statements and
expressed its disappointment at the coup, but they did not take any strong action,” she said,
blaming ASEAN for believing that Min Aung Hlaing would abide by his promises.
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“When Min Aung Hlaing said that the post-coup situation would be under control by Thingyan
[the Myanmar Water Festival held in mid-April], they [ASEAN] waited until Thingyan 2021. Then
they realized that wasn’t the case,” said Stothard.

By the time ASEAN held its first meeting on the Myanmar crisis, its leaders had seen more
resistance and protests over the coup and it was clear that the junta couldn’t control the crisis.

“Min Aung Hlaing said ‘yes’ in front of ASEAN [to the Five-Point Consensus], but ‘no” when he
returned to Naypyitaw and the situation was getting worse and worse,” added Stothard.

In her opinion, the Five-Point Consensus is too general, does not have political substance and is
only concerned with reducing violence in Myanmar.

Also Brunei, the ASEAN chair in 2021, was at a loss to deal with the situation as it does not have
the experience to deal with such crises. Brunei, too, has little interest in Myanmar and its
influence in ASEAN is weak.

Cambodia, the 2022 ASEAN chair, had a much better relationship with the Myanmar military
but placed too much trust in the junta leader. “Hun Sen thinks that if he goes and talks to Min
Aung Hlaing, Min Aung Hlaing will listen to him,” said Stothard, adding that Min Aung Hlaing did
not listen to him even when Hun Sen met the junta chief in Naypyitaw.

Hun Sen has ruled Cambodia as a dictator for 37 years and he thought only of negotiating with
the military regime as a solution to the crisis. He did not consider meeting the forces opposing
the junta.

Democracy and human rights activist Thinzar Shunlei Yi said that the Five-Point Consensus is
ASEAN’s greatest achievement as a roadmap for Myanmar. But, in essence, it does not meet
the demands of the Myanmar people’s revolution.

“The Five-Point Consensus does not even consider the direction of Myanmar’s revolution. Min
Aung Hlaing cold-shouldered the Five-Point Consensus, while the Myanmar people don’t like it
very much,” said Thinzar Shunlei Yi.

Ultimately, Cambodia surrendered to the junta. Cambodia’s foreign minister Prak Sokhonn,
who was ASEAN special envoy on Myanmar in 2022, confessed that he gave up on Myanmar. “I
am just a special envoy, | am not Superman ..... | think that even Superman cannot solve the
Myanmar problem,” he told the media at the 55th ASEAN Foreign Ministers Meeting in Phnom
Penh on August 6, 2022.

ASEAN and the NUG

With a combined population of over 685 million people, ASEAN is a huge community politically
and economically. Thinking about democracy and human rights in ASEAN is much more
nuanced than a straightforward black and white situation.
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To achieve legitimacy and diplomacy, ASEAN needs to talk to the parallel National Unity
Government (NUG). “The most valuable part of the NUG is that it offers legitimacy and
diplomacy and handles foreign affairs. This is important,” said Miemie Winn Byrd.

Liaison with ASEAN is mainly carried out by the NUG’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The NUG’s
foreign minister Daw Zin Mar Aung met with Malaysia’s foreign minister Saifuddin Abdullah in
Washington on May 14, 2022. Other NUG ministries have also worked with ASEAN members.

US support for Myanmar

On December 23 last year, US President Joe Biden signed and approved the National Defense
Authorization Act (NDAA) for the fiscal year 2023. The NDAA includes the 2022 Burma Act,
which allows for technical and non-lethal support to be given to the NUG. The NDAA
demonstrates that supporting revolutionary forces is important for the United States.

“It’s not been easy to achieve, but now the United States recognizes the NUG and the People’s
Defense Forces (PDF),” said Miemie Winn Byrd about the passing of the NDAA, adding that it
was a huge success for the NUG and ethnic armed organizations.

“Because of the NDAA’s approval, it is clear that the United States supports those who are
rebelling against the junta. ASEAN will not be able to do that so blatantly. But they will see the
impact of the NDAA,” said NUG human rights minister Aung Myo Min.

Eyes on Indonesia

“Indonesia is a hardliner in ASEAN. They [Indonesia] are tough and, along with Malaysia and
Singapore, they think that Min Aung Hlaing disrespects ASEAN,” noted Miemie Winn Byrd.

NUG’s human rights minister Aung Myo Min revealed that he expects more from Indonesia’s
chairing of ASEAN in 2023 than Brunei and Cambodia achieved, and to see better decisions on
Myanmar made.

“With Indonesia in charge, we must try to bring significant changes to Myanmar,” Aung Myo
Min said, since Laos will take over the ASEAN chair in 2024.

“ASEAN’s most prestigious events are its summits. The military council was not invited to
represent Myanmar at the summits. That’s pretty much all ASEAN can do right now,” Aung Myo
Min said, adding that he thinks that ASEAN is not yet ready to allow the NUG to attend its
summits. However, the NUG is working hard to improve its relationship with ASEAN.

Activist Thinzar Shunlei Yi said that the NUG is going to urge ASEAN, along with other Myanmar
democracy activists and civil society organizations from ASEAN and across the world, to revise
the Five-Point Consensus as it does not meet the needs of Myanmar’s people, and to come up
with a better practical road map while Indonesia is chair of ASEAN.
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Conclusion

Myanmar’s struggle for democracy is ongoing and given impetus by the loss and sacrifices of
the Myanmar people. Having enjoyed civilian government under the NLD, the return of the
junta has revived ugly and painful memories of previous military regimes.

The Myanmar military and its leaders are responsible for the current situation. The lives and
homes of Myanmar people have been lost in the struggle for justice and democracy. But the
dream to build a land of freedom and justice continues and Myanmar expects new action from
ASEAN in 2023.

Athens Zaw Zaw is a freelance journalist.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/new-asean-chair-promises-hope-for-
myanmar.html

Discovery of junta family assets in Thai raid prompts call for probe
A luxury condo deed and two bank books are among assets seized.
By Khin Khin Ei and Ye Kaung Myint Maung for RFA Burmese | 2023.01.12

Military junta chief Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing and his wife,
Kyu Kyu Hla, visit a Buddhist monastery in Thailand in
February 2018. Myanmar military

Thai authorities arresting a Myanmar arms broker last
year confiscated assets owned by the children of junta
chief Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, a legal watchdog has
learned, prompting calls for a probe into their ties and to
block their access to Thailand’s financial system.

Arms broker Tun Min Latt, 53, and three of his associates were arrested in dawn raids in
Bangkok on Sept. 17 and indicted on Dec. 13 on drug trafficking, money laundering and
transnational organized crime charges, campaign group Justice for Myanmar said in a report
released Wednesday.

Following his arrest, police seized some U.S.550 million worth of assets including cash, cars,
luxury goods, and real estate, according to the seizure record.

Among the property titles confiscated by authorities was a four-bedroom condo in Bangkok’s
trendy Belle Rama 9 district belonging to Min Aung Hlaing’s son, Aung Pyae Sone, the report
said. Comparable condos in the area sell for close to U.S.51 million.
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Also among the assets seized were two Siam Commercial Bank passbooks belonging to the
junta leader’s daughter, Khin Thiri Thet Mon, Justice for Myanmar said.

Min Aung Hlaing — who has close personal ties to Thai Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha —
and his two children are sanctioned by both the United States and Canada, in part due to the
military regime’s violent repression of the country’s people since its Feb. 1, 2021 coup.

Prayut Chan-o-cha, who himself seized power in a 2014 putsch, helps to prop up the junta
through supporting Thai natural gas purchases from Myanmar.

Benefitted from crime proceeds?

Based on the findings in its report, Justice for Myanmar called on Thai authorities to
investigate whether or not Min Aung Hlaing’s children have benefited from the proceeds of
crime, and to block junta members, their families and enablers from accessing Thai banks
and purchasing assets in Thailand.

Justice for Myanmar spokeswoman Yadanar Maung told RFA Burmese that the arrest of Tun
Min Latt exposed for the first time that “members of Min Aung Hlaing’s family are hiding
assets in Thailand, enabled by an alleged drug trafficker and money launderer.”

“Thai authorities should immediately seize the assets of Aung Pyae Sone and Khin Thiri Thet
Mon and widen their investigation to them,” she said.

Thailand also needs to take steps to prevent the country from becoming a safe haven for
“war criminals” from Myanamr by blocking their access to Thai banks and property and
freezing their assets, she said.

According to Justice for Myanmar, Tun Min Latt is a co-owner of a military-owned casino and
has brokered arms while committing the crimes he stands accused of in Thailand.
Meanwhile, the group said, junta family members are parking offshore the assets they’'ve
acquired through the military’s “genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity.”

“Thailand and other governments must urgently block the transfer of stolen assets from
Myanmar and close access to the international financial system for junta members and their
families, or risk complicity in the junta’s international crimes and corruption,” the group said.

The Belle Grand Rama 9 complex in
Bangkok, Thailand, where Min Aung
Hlaing’s son, Aung Pyae Sone, owns a
condominium. The title deed was found

in Tun Min Latt’s possession. Credit:
Justice For Myanmar

Attempts by RFA to reach junta Deputy Information Minister Major Gen. Zaw Min Tun for
comment went unanswered on Wednesday. RFA-affiliated news service BenarNews was also
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unable to contact the spokesmen for the Royal Thai Police or the office of Prayut Chan-o-
cha, despite multiple attempts to reach them by phone.

Military rule will ‘only generate chaos’

Responding to Justice for Myanmar’s report, Charles Santiago, ASEAN Parliamentarian on
Human Rights Chair and former member of parliament from Malaysia, said in a statement on
Wednesday “it should not come as a big surprise” that Min Aung Hlaing and his relatives
maintain ties with someone under investigation for drug trafficking and money laundering.

“Senior officers like Min Aung Hlaing not only plunder Myanmar’s natural resources paying
close to no taxes, but are also involved in the narcotic trade, or at the very least turn a blind
eye to it and are paid for doing so," he said.

Santiago said the junta “strongly resembles a criminal organization” and suggested that its
generals staged their coup nearly two years ago as they knew that plundering the country
would become increasingly difficult as democratic institutions became increasingly
consolidated under a civilian government.

"ASEAN and the global community at large need to urgently wake up to these realities, and
realize that a military regime in Myanmar can never guarantee stability, but only generate
chaos, conflict and foster criminal activities that can easily spill over the country’s borders,”
he said.

“The Thai authorities should conduct an investigation on the ties of Min Aung Hlaing and his
family with the underworld, and make its findings public. If it is found that they have broken
Thai laws, they should be charged in a Thai court."

‘Warm and cozy relationship’

Min Lwin Oo, a Burmese human rights lawyer based in Norway, welcomed Justice for
Myanmar’s report and urged Thailand to take concrete action against people like Tun Min
Latt, who he accused of laundering the junta’s ill-gotten gains, rather than issuing empty
statements.

“l worry that the case could be delayed or lengthy, as the current Thai government and Min
Aung Hlaing have a very warm and cozy relationship,” he warned.

Phil Robertson, Asia Deputy Director for New York-based Human Rights Watch, said that the
seizure of Min Aung Hlaing’s children’s assets in the condo of an alleged drug trafficker “tells
you all you need to know about the kind of criminals that surround the SAC junta
commander,” referring to the State Administrative Council — the official name of the military
regime.

“Aung Pyae Sone and Khin Thiri Thet Mon's decision to invest their money in Thailand shows
just how comfortable they are with the SAC junta appeasement policies of Thai Prime
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Minister Prayut Chan-ocha and his military infused government, which bends over
backwards to accommodate the wishes of the SAC junta leaders,” he told RFA in an
interview.

Translated by Kyaw Min Htun. Edited by Joshua Lipes and Malcolm Foster.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/assets-01122023163151.html

Thailand Asked to Probe Myanmar Junta Boss’s Links to Criminal Underworld
By THE IRRAWADDY | 12 January 2023

The ASEAN Parliamentarians for Human Rights (APHR) have called on the Thai government to
probe junta chief Min Aung Hlaing’s ties with a Myanmar crony arms broker who was arrested
in September in Bangkok.

Tun Min Latt, 53, an arms broker for Myanmar’s junta, was arrested along with three Thais in
dawn raids in Bangkok on Sept. 17 and indicted on Dec. 13 on charges of drug trafficking,
money laundering, and transnational organized crime.

“The Thai authorities should conduct an investigation into the ties of Min Aung Hlaing and his
family with the underworld, and make its findings public. If it is found that they have broken
Thai laws, they should be charged in a Thai court,” APHR chairman Charles Santiago said in a
statement on Wednesday.

“Myanmar generals have been engaging in illicit businesses for decades. Senior officers like Min
Aung Hlaing not only plunder Myanmar’s natural resources paying close to no taxes, but are
also involved in the narcotics trade, or at the very least turn a blind eye to it and are paid for
doing so,” he added.

Over 200 million baht (US$5.4 million) worth of drugs and other items were confiscated from
Tun Min Latt and his accomplices, the Thai police said.

Based on the seizure records, Justice for Myanmar (JFM), a covert activist group tracking the
junta’s businesses, said items confiscated from the arms broker’s Bangkok home included the
title document for a Bangkok four-bedroom condo worth nearly USS1 million belonging to Min
Aung Hlaing’s son Aung Pyae Sone.

Other items seized included two Siam Commercial Bank passbooks belonging to Khin Thiri Thet
Mon, Min Aung Hlaing’s daughter.

Tun Min Latt runs the Star Sapphire Group of companies, which brokered imports of Israeli
reconnaissance drones and aircraft parts for the Myanmar Air Force, according to sources.
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Star Sapphire Group is partnered with two military-owned business conglomerates — Myanma
Economic Holdings Ltd (MEHL) and Myanmar Economic Corporation (MEC) —in numerous
ventures, sources said.

Thai authorities have however not yet confiscated the assets of Min Aung Hlaing’s children in
Bangkok despite their links to Tun Min Latt.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/thailand-asked-to-probe-myanmar-junta-bosss-
links-to-criminal-underworld.html
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https://asiafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Militias-in-Myanmar.pdf
https://www.tni.org/en/article/while-myanmars-cities-become-military-occupations-conflict-persists-in-the-ethnic
https://www.tni.org/en/publication/poppy-farmers-under-pressure
https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/un-contributing-to-myanmars-drug-problem.html
https://www.tni.org/files/publication-downloads/tni_poppyfarmers_web.pdf
https://www.tni.org/files/publication-downloads/tni_poppyfarmers_web.pdf
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https://burma.irrawaddy.com/organized-crime-guide/2023/01/12/257257.html
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https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2022/06/26/Myanmar-seizes-torches-drugs-worth-half-a-billion-dollars
https://silkwormbooks.com/products/corruption-and-democracy-in-thailand
https://silkwormbooks.com/products/corruption-and-democracy-in-thailand
https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/new-regime-same-old-drug-myths-in-myanmar.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/un-contributing-to-myanmars-drug-problem.html
https://twitter.com/gardlunden?lang=en
https://burma.irrawaddy.com/organized-crime-guide/2023/01/12/257257.html

