PEACE Info (January 6, 2023)

Sagaing Resistance Groups Hail River Attacks on Myanmar Junta

Myanmar Junta Amnesty Sees 200-Plus Political Prisoners Freed

Leaders of student unions, journalists among prisoners freed in ‘Independence Day amnesty’

A prison riot in Pathein kills one inmate and injures two policemen, nine prison staff and 63 prisoners
Inmate killed, 8 in critical condition following crackdown at Myanmar Prison

Over 100 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Six Days of Resistance Attacks

Junta airstrike kills 1, injures more than 30 in Kachin State

Karen Rebels Announce Victories in Escalating Conflict with Myanmar Junta

KNLA joint forces overrun two Myanmar junta bases in Karen State’s Kyainseikgyi Town

KNLA-led revolutionary joint forces claim over 40 junta troops killed or Wounded -Taung Sun battle in Karen state
Military hospital in Hpa-an overwhelmed by wounded troops from the Karen frontline

Myanmar Junta-Allied Rakhine Group Accuses Arakan Army of Assassinations

Military exchanges prisoners with AA in Rakhine State

PDF Soldiers Captured During Clashes Near Inle Lake

Thai women tell of being trafficked, caught up in prostitution inside Myanmar

Min Aung Hlaing’s Mania for the Presidency Is Alive and Well—and May Soon Bear Fruit
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Sagaing Resistance Groups Hail River Attacks on Myanmar Junta
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 6 January 2023

Resistance groups in Kani Township, Sagaing Region, say they attacked a Myanmar junta supply
ship and motorboat this week, killing at least 25 troops.

Kyauk Lone Gyi People’s Defense Force (PDF), the Anti-Dictatorship People’s Revolution Army
(DRPA) and Saya San PDF attacked a supply ship stranded near Nyaung Pin Wun village on the
Chindwin River on Tuesday.

Five ships used to transport troops were nearby but the resistance groups said they targeted
the supply ship carrying around 20 soldiers.

The resistance groups killed 19 troops and one escaped, the groups claimed.

“They no longer use roads to supply troops in our township and rely on the waterways instead,”
said Ko Sitt Min Naing of Kyauk Lone Gyi PDF.

“iy“‘?;@? b Rice bags and bulletproof vests seized from the
¥ ; regime’s supply ship.

Junta ships often dock at villages and troops seize
villagers because of alleged resistance sympathies
and torch homes, he added.

Ko Sitt Min Naing said two days of strikes on junta
boats had been effective, gaining a competitive
edge over the regime forces.

Resistance fighters said they seized bags of rice and
other essentials from the boat before sinking it.

On Wednesday resistance groups said they attacked a surveillance motorboat near Moat Htaw
village and killed six troops during an hour’s fighting. One soldier escaped. The groups said they
sank the boat.

At least two supply ships have been seized on the Chindwin in Kani Township and several boats
have been sunk in the last year, according to the DRPA.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/sagaing-resistance-groups-hail-river-attacks-on-
myanmar-junta.html
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Myanmar Junta Amnesty Sees 200-Plus Political Prisoners Freed
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 6 January 2023

More than 200 political prisoners were among the 7,012 inmates freed in this week’s
Independence Day amnesty, according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners
(AAPP).

The junta also detained at least 22 people on political charges on Wednesday, including
prisoners who had just been released, the AAPP said.

Some political prisoners released from Insein Prison in Yangon told The Irrawaddy that other
inmates were seized outside the prison.

“The police stopped our bus and detained two young men as we left the prison. | don’t know
their names but they were charged with 505(a) [incitement]. | heard about others being
rearrested,” said a 41-year-old political prisoner who was released on Wednesday.

Released prisoners told The Irrawaddy that the freed political prisoners had served nearly their
whole terms.

The AAPP monitored at least 19 prisons around the country and reported that many of those
released were detained at protests shortly after the 2021 coup.

The National League for Democracy (NLD) minister of religious and cultural affairs Thura U Aung
Ko, philanthropist and writer Daw Than Myint Aung and ex-NLD spokesman U Htin Lin Oo were
freed along with some journalists.

The junta released nearly 6,000 prisoners on November 17 to mark National Day, including
about 402 political prisoners, according to the AAPP.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-amnesty-sees-200-plus-political-

prisoners-freed.html

Leaders of student unions, journalists among prisoners freed in ‘Independence Day amnesty’

Many of the political prisoners who were released were serving three-year terms for incitement
and were due to return home later this year

Han Thit / Myat Thwel | Published on Jan 6, 2023

Several student activists arbitrarily detained in the wake of the military coup nearly two years
ago were among the approximately 7,000 prisoners released in the Myanmar junta’s
“Independence Day amnesty” on Wednesday.
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Top row, from left: Aung Phone Maw, Lay Pyay Soe Moe
and Sitt Naing. Bottom row, from left: Thuzar, Nyi Nyi Kyaw
and Aung Hmine San (Facebook)

Most of the political prisoners freed in the move were
serving three-year sentences for incitement under the
Section 505a of the Penal Code. Many had already
completed two-thirds of their terms and were due to return

home later this year.

Among them were Yangon University Student Union central executive committee

members Aung Phone Maw and Lay Pyay Soe Moe, as well as Sitt Naing—also known as Zaw
Htet Naing—who was the vice chair of the Yangon Educational University Student Union, and
Aye Aung, a former leader of All Burma Federation of Student Unions (ABFSU).

The four student activists were among hundreds of people arrested in Yangon’s Tamwe
Township in March 2021 for taking part in protests against the military coup one month earlier.
They were later convicted of incitement and handed three-year prison terms with hard labour.

Aung Phone Maw and Sitt Naing were released from Kyaikmayaw Prison in Mon State,
according to their relatives, after being transferred following their sentencing in Yangon. Thirty-
three of the more than 100 prisoners freed from the site were political dissidents, according to
sources familiar with the cases in question.

Aung Phone Maw was a fourth-year mathematics student at Yangon University prior to his
arrest. He joined the student union in 2018 and became a member of the central executive
committee the following year.

He was active in defending student and ethnic rights, and openly condemned the genocide of
the Rohingya people in Myanmar. He wrote regular political commentary on the anti-
dictatorship movement and became an editor at the Oway Journal in 2019.

Meanwhile, Aye Aung and Lay Pyay Soe Moe were freed from Thayawady Prison in Bago
Region, where they had been transferred from Yangon’s Insein Prison in April last year.

Aye Aung is a former political prisoner who was imprisoned from 1998 and 2012 for his
activism; he was arrested again for taking part in anti-junta protests in the wake of the 2021
military coup.

In Mandalay, activist Aung Hmine San and veteran of the 1988 pro-democracy uprising Nyi Nyi
Kyaw were also released from Obo Prison on Wednesday. Both were arrested in the weeks that
immediately followed the coup for taking part in anti-dictatorship activities and were
subsequently sentenced to three years’ imprisonment for incitement.

“They were both released and are in good health now,” a source close to the men told
Myanmar Now.
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Nyi Nyi Kyaw had been part of the Metta Campaign Youth project, which monitored the
activities of Mandalay’s parliament, and he conducted research concerning the Mandalay City
Development Committee.

Among those released on Wednesday were a handful of journalists who had been charged with
incitement. They included Thuzar, who was detained in September 2021 and released from
Insein Prison. Sai Ko Ko Tun, a former reporter at 7Day News, which ceased operations after the
coup, was freed from Dawei Prison in Tanintharyi Region.

Chair of the Kachin National Congress M Kawn La was also among the inmates freed in the
amnesty. He was detained in August 2021 in Naypyitaw and charged with incitement after
openly criticising the coup regime. He was the first leader of a prominent ethnic political party
to be arrested in the aftermath of the coup.

Three officials affiliated with the ousted National League for Democracy (NLD) government
were also released this week: former religious affairs minister Thura Aung Ko; Htin Lin Oo, who
was once the party’s information officer; and Yangon City Development Committee member
Than Myint Aung.

Neither NLD President Win Myint nor State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, who is serving a 33-
year prison sentence, were included in the amnesty.

In a statement on the prisoner release, the regime said that those convicted of serious crimes
such as murder, rape, the use of explosives and terrorism would not see their sentences
commuted.

Other charges described by the military regime as “serious” included corruption and violations
of the Disaster Management and Unlawful Association acts, which have been used against Suu
Kyi and her cabinet members.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/leaders-of-student-unions-journalists-among-prisoners-
freed-in-independence-day-amnesty

A prison riot in Pathein kills one inmate and injures two policemen, nine prison staff and 63
prisoners

PUBLISHED 7 JANUARY 2023 | EMG

A riot broke out at Pathein prison in Ayeyawady Region on
January 6, and two policemen, nine staff from Correction
Department and 63 prisoners and inmates were injured and
one inmate died, according to the information team of the
State Administration Council (SAC).
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According to the announcement, on the morning of January 6, about 70 prisoners from a
dormitory in Pathein Prison broke down the doors of the dormitory, screamed, swore and tried
to attack the staff of the Prison Department, and the staff of the prison department persuaded
them to return to their cells, but they did not comply and continued to shout and create riot.

Then some inmates from another dormitory destroyed the courtyard doors in their dormitories
and destroyed CCTVs and went to the disciplinary office in the prison and tried to resist. They
accelerated the vandalism in cooperation with the prisoners who started the riot, it said.

In order to maintain the situation due to such violent incidents, at around 9:45 in the morning,
the staff headed by the director of the Correction Department of Ayeyawady Region, and
security forces headed by the district police chief from the Myanmar Police Force, the security
forces entered the prison and told the prisoners to disperse. However they did not obey the
authorities and attacked the security forces using wooden sticks broken from their beds, bricks
and broken solid plaster blocks, there was no situation to continue to disperse them. The
security forces had to use riot control guns, batons and shields to suppress them. The inmates
were fighting and beating each other while the security forces tried to control them, and the
situation was brought under control by the security forces at around 11:30.

In the above incident, two members of the Myanmar Police Force and nine employees of the
Correctional Department were injured, and one inmate died as a result of beatings among
themselves. A total of 63 prisoners were injured, it said.

According to the preliminary investigation of the process, on the night of January 5, a keypad
phone was found and seized from an inmate, and he was not satisfied with the process while
taking necessary action. The incident occurred because they tried to incite each other and
create a riot, it said.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/a-prison-riot-in-pathein-kills-one-inmate-and-injures-two-
policemen-nine-prison-staff-and-63

Inmate killed, 8 in critical condition following crackdown at Myanmar Prison
Political prisoners had protested after guards beat an inmate found with a mobile phone.
By Zin Mar Win for RFA Burmese | 2023.01.06

The scene at Pathein Prison in Myanmar’s Ayeyarwady
region after prison guards killed one inmate and injured
more than 60 on Jan. 6, 2023. Myanmar military

Prison guards in Myanmar on Friday shot and killed a
political prisoner and wounded more than 60 other
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people — including eight critically — after inmates protested their beating of the victim a day
earlier, Radio Free Asia has learned.

The incident at Pathein Prison is the latest in a string of more than 15 violent crackdowns on
protests by political prisoners — which authorities termed “riots” — in the nearly two years
since Myanmar’s military seized power in a coup.

On Thursday night, guards discovered a mobile phone in the possession of Wai Yan Phyo, a
prisoner of conscience serving 28 years on undisclosed charges, according to sources in
Pathein Prison and others assisting political prisoners at the facility.

Following the discovery, guards pulled Wai Yan Phyo — also known as Mae Gyi —and two
other inmates from their cells and beat them throughout the night before returning them on
Friday morning, the sources said.

Tun Kyi, a leading member of a rights group known as the Former Political Prisoners' Society,
said that when the three men explained what had happened to them to their fellow inmates
and demanded they be released, authorities refused, sparking a protest by other political
prisoners. Guards responded by beating and opening fire on the protesters, he said.

“At around 9:30 a.m., police and prison staff together restrained about 60 prisoners
[angering other inmates]. After that the shooting occurred,” Tun Kyi said.

"Wai Yan Phyo was hit in the head by three bullets and died on the spot. The main reason
was that he was taken out [of his cell] because a mobile phone was found in his possession
and [the guards] tortured him all that night,” he added.

Among the wounded were Pho La Pyae, Win Min Htet, Soe Yu Kyaw, Wai Zaw Lat, Aung Tun
Myint, Kyaw Ye Aung, Ye Thway Ni and an eighth man who is yet to be identified, Tun Kyi
said. The eight are in critical condition, suffering from gunshot wounds and other injuries.

According to Tun Kyi, the wards housing political prisoners at Pathein Prison are now under
heavy security.

Later on Friday, the junta’s information team issued a press release which said that police
and prison officials had “undertaken security measures to control a riot” at the complex that
was “started by inmates angered over the investigation of an inmate discovered with a
mobile phone.”

The statement also blamed the death and injuries on “a clash” between the two sides. Two
police officers and nine prison staff were also injured in the incident, it said.

Responding to reports of the incident, Thailand’s Assistance Association for Political
Prisoners (Burma) referred to authorities’ treatment of Wai Yan Phyo and the two other
inmates as “torture,” and called it “a serious and blatant violation of human rights.”
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The scene at Pathein Prison in Myanmar’s Ayeyarwady region
after prison guards killed one inmate and injured more than 60
on Jan. 6, 2023. Credit: Myanmar military

String of prison crackdowns

In August, RFA learned that authorities had violently cracked
down on at least 15 peaceful protests by political prisoners
since the military coup in Yangon’s notorious Insein Prison, as
well as Mandalay’s Ohbo Prison, Tharrawaddy Prison, Kalay Prison, Pathein Prison, Bago
Prison and Pyay Prison, based on an analysis of local news reports and interviews with family
members of political prisoners.

Authorities killed at least seven prisoners in a single incident at Kalay Prison in March last
year, which residents of the area said was the result of a “crackdown on those protesting ill -
treatment” at the facility.

A former political prisoner at Insein Prison told RFA that Myanmar has a unique history of
prison protests — with prisoners fighting against military rule from inside the walls of
detention.

After the junta executed four prominent activists in July — the first judicial executions in
more than 30 years — prisoners on death row are experiencing renewed trauma and fear
about their own fates, he added.

According to AAPP (Burma), authorities in Myanmar have killed more than 2,700 civilians and
arrested nearly 17,000 others since the coup — mostly during peaceful anti-junta protests.
While authorities have released some 3,500 people, nearly 13,400 have been sentenced to
prison or remain in detention.

Translated by Kyaw Min Htun. Edited by Joshua Lipes and Malcolm Foster.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/crackdown-01062023175048.html

Over 100 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Six Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 January 2023

At least 110 Myanmar junta forces were killed across the country over the past six days as
People’s Defense Force groups (PDFs) and a Karen ethnic armed organization stepped up their
attacks on regime targets.

In one case, 90 regime forces and eight resistance fighters were killed in a series of clashes as
PDFs and Karen resistance forces attempted to seize junta outposts in Karen State.
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PDF groups also burned down a junta-run township immigration office in Magwe.
Incidents were reported in Karen State and Sagaing, Mandalay and Magwe regions.

The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant attacks from PDFs and the
EAO.

Some military casualties could not be independently verified.
90 regime forces killed by Karen resistance forces in Karen

Over 90 regime soldiers were killed during six days of fighting in Kyainseikgyi Township, Karen
State as Karen resistance forces and PDF groups attempted to occupy bases of the junta-allied
Border Guard Force (BGF) near Taung Soon Village, claimed Lion Battalion Commando, which
coordinated the attacks.

Heavy clashes erupted in the area on Dec. 31 and two out of the three BGF outposts were
captured by the resistance forces on Monday. Heavy fighting continued in the area until
Thursday as the resistance forces attempted to seize the remaining BGF bases.

In the clashes, eight resistance fighters were also killed, the resistance group told the media.

Many civilian houses were destroyed when regime forces shelled villages in the area during the
clashes, Lion Battalion Commando said.

Eight regime forces killed in PDF raids in Mandalay

At least eight regime forces were killed and some others injured in Thabeikkyin Township,
Mandalay Region on Wednesday night when four PDF groups jointly raided a police outpost
and ambushed military reinforcements, claimed Bo Lin Yone PDF group, which joined the
attack.

First, the PDF fighters raided a police outpost in Chaunggyi Village at 8:45 p.m., killing three
junta policemen and injuring five.

Meanwhile, other resistance fighters used a cluster of six land mines to ambush two vehicles
carrying military reinforcements between two villages while they were heading to the police
outpost as part of the PDF raid.

Five regime forces are believed to have been injured and the two military vehicles were forced
to turn back.

Another three soldiers were killed and five injured when PDF forces ambushed another military
vehicle carrying reinforcements from nearby Sintgu Township on the same night.

PDF members stopped their attacks and retreated when two more trucks carrying military
reinforcements from Sintgu headed to the PDF-targeted police outpost, the PDF group said.
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Regime forces bombed in Mandalay

Five regime forces including pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members were seriously injured in
Thabeikkyin Township, Mandalay Region on Wednesday when local PDF group Wild Elephant
Guerrilla Force used a drone to bomb regime forces in Kyar Nyat Village, said the PDF group.

It said they dropped a bomb on the junta-run village administration office where 15 regime
forces and pro-regime militia members were holding a meeting.

In an aerial video, the roof of the administration office building is visibly damaged after being
bombed by a drone.

Pro-regime militia detachment faces repeated ambushes in Sagaing

Many pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members are believed to have been killed and injured in
Taze Township, Sagaing Region on Thursday when eight PDF groups repeatedly ambushed a
detachment of 140 of them, claimed local PDF group Guerrilla Warfare-K.P.K, which joined the
attacks.

First, militia forces from Sin Nge Village faced mine ambushes in six locations when they
entered Kyun Taw Kone Village to raid it. After being hit by the mines, the militia troops torched
houses in the village.

A shootout broke out as PDF fighters continued to ambush the militia forces leaving the village.
Faced with the PDF attacks, the militia group re-entered the village.

Later, the militia members were ambushed with mines in two locations while they were leaving
the village via another route, said the PDF group. The bodies of killed or injured militia troops
were transported in two vehicles, the resistance force said.

Regime forces raided in Sagaing

Resistance troops of Black Leopard People Army
/ BLPA

A heavy, nine-hour-long clash broke out in Pale
Township, Sagaing Region on Wednesday when
four PDF groups from Sagaing and Magwe

J ! regions conducted a surprise attack on regime
forces at the Kan Daunt Police Station, said Black Leopard People Army, which coordinated the
attack.

Around 100 regime forces and pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members from the police
station were attacked while they were leaving Kan Daunt Village to raid nearby villages.

In the clash, combined PDF groups used over 30 improvised rocket-propelled bombs. A junta
soldier was killed and a PDF fighter suffered minor injuries, the PDF group said.
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Six regime forces killed in PDF ambush in Sagaing

Fighters of Kyauklongyi PDF during an operation in Kani
Township / KLG-PDF

Six junta soldiers were killed in Kani Township, Sagaing Region
on Wednesday when three PDF groups ambushed a scout
motorboat carrying seven soldiers on the Chindwin River, said
Kyauklonegyi PDF, which coordinated the attack.

Regime forces in the small boat—which was part of a military
flotilla of supply vessels carrying rations that became stranded
on sandbanks in the river—was ambushed while it was heading
upstream. In the attack, a soldier escaped by jumping into the
river.

Offering video evidence, the PDF group said it seized the junta motorboat and then sank it.
Some military equipment was also seized.

Three regime forces killed in PDF raid in Sagaing

Improvised-artillery rounds of Lin Yone Ni PDF force in Kanbalu
Township / Lin Yone Ni-PDF

At least three regime forces were killed and some others
injured in Kanbalu Township, Sagaing Region on Thursday
when five PDF groups jointly raided regime forces and pro-
regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members stationed at Yaw
Village, said local PDF group Kanbalu Underground Warriors,

A
which joined the attack.

In the attack, PDF forces also used eight 60-mm mortar rounds and drones to attack the regime
forces. Regime forces have been extorting and forcing Yaw villagers to join a junta-allied militia
group, the activist group said.

All resistance fighters retreated from the area without casualties when pro-regime militia
reinforcements arrived at the village.

Junta-run immigration office burned by PDF group in Magwe

Local resistance group Myaing Village Revolution Front claimed to have burned down the junta-
run township immigration office building in the town of Myaing in Magwe Region on Tuesday.

At least three regime soldiers guarding the office were killed by PDF forces during the raid,
according to a local media report.
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Junta airstrike kills 1, injures more than 30 in Kachin State

Fighter jets targeted a popular gold mining area on the Irrawaddy River.

By RFA Burmese | 2023.01.06

Ordnance parts found following an airstrike on a gold mining
area near Tar Hoe Nar village, Myitkyina township, Kachin
State on January 3, 2023. Citizen journalist

A junta military airstrike on a popular gold prospecting area
in Myanmar’s Kachin State killed one man and injured
more than 30 other people, some critically, forces loyal to
the country’s parallel National Unity Government told RFA.

Three fighter jets from Myitkyina Air Force Base opened fire near two villages on the banks
of the Irrawaddy River on Tuesday afternoon. Thousands of locals mine gold from the river
there, using bamboo rafts.

An eyewitness who did not want to be identified for safety reasons said 23-year-old Myo
Thet Kyaw died on the spot after being hit in the head.

“There are 12 seriously injured people, four of them in critical condition and more than 20
with minor injuries,” he said, adding that the critically injured were taken to Myitkyina
General Hospital for treatment.

The junta has not issued any statement on the incident, and RFA’s calls to Kachin State’s
junta spokesman and social affairs minister Win Ye Tun went unanswered.

Residents said there was no fighting in the area at the time of the airstrike, and they don’t
know the reason for the attack.

T T T Tem xessesmsm )\ |ocal holds up a weapon fragment found following an airstrike on a
gold mining area near Tar Hoe Nar village, Myitkyina township, Kachin
State on January 3, 2023. Credit: Citizen journalist

KIO Connection?

Some gold and jade mining companies in Kachin State pay taxes to
the Kachin Independence Organization whose military wing has
fought a fierce campaign against junta forces. The KIO has refused
repeated invitations to join junta-brokered peace talks without the
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participation of the National Unity Government which was unseated in a February 2021
coup.

On Oct. 23, 2022, a junta airstrike on a Kachin Independence Organization concert in Kachin
State’s Hpakant township killed more than 60 people.

On Dec. 17, 2022, the junta bombed the iron ore mining block of a Chinese company in the
state’s Waingmaw township, according to residents. It’s not known whether the mine owner
was paying taxes to the KIO.

RFA called Kachin Independence Organization Information Officer Col. Naw Bu to ask if the
gold mining project attacked on Tuesday was connected to the KIO but calls went
unanswered.

Translated by RFA Burmese. Written in English by Mike Firn.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/kachin-airsstrike-01062023051741.html

Karen Rebels Announce Victories in Escalating Conflict with Myanmar Junta
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 January 2023

Myanmar’s junta has suffered heavy losses and lost bases in Kyainseikgyi Township, Karen
State, as the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and its resistance allies have stepped up
raids.

Heavy clashes broke out on the Phayathonsu Road since Saturday when the KNLA, an armed
wing of the Karen Nation Union (KNU), and several resistance groups attacked Border Guard
Force (BGF) outposts near the Thai border, said the Lion Battalion Commando group that
coordinated the attacks.

Resistance groups also raided regime forces stationed at a Buddhist monastery in nearby Taung
Soon village.

On Monday, two of three BGF outposts were seized and heavy clashes continued until Thursday
as resistance forces attempt to capture the remaining BGF bases.

Karen National Liberation Army and resistance allies with

seized regime weapons after occupying a police outpost in

| Kyaikmayaw Township, Mon State, in November last year.
/ SOF

Two resistance drone teams attacked the regime bases
z and the junta responded with airstrikes. Many houses and
a monastery were destroyed in junta shelling, the resistance groups said.
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During six days of clashes, more than 90 junta soldiers and BGF allies had been killed, the Lion
Battalion claimed on Thursday.

It said around eight resistance fighters were killed.

About 3,000 villagers have fled into the forests and are hungry, according to the Karen
Information Center media group.

KNLA troops and several resistance groups raided Infantry Battalions 32, 283 and 284 near the
town of Kyainseikgyi in coordinated strikes on Wednesday.

The resistance forces temporarily occupied junta bases before retreating amid heavy fight jet
and helicopter attacks, said the Kyainseikgyi Township People’s Administration Group, quoting
resistance forces.

It said around 200 regime soldiers were killed in the raids while resistance deaths and injuries
were also reported.

Resistance fighters said they burned down some buildings in the battalion headquarters.

% The Karen National Liberation Army and resistance allies occupy
an infantry battalion headquarters in Kyainseikgyi Township,
Karen State, on Wednesday. / National Unity Government

The wife of the Battalion 284 commander was abducted in the
raid but she escaped during airstrikes.

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.
The civilian National Unity Government reported that prisoners had been taken by both sides.

Between December 22 and 28, 11 clashes were reported by the KNU inside KNLA Brigade 6
territory in which 56 regime troops were killed and another 40 injured.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/karen-rebels-announce-victories-in-escalating-

conflict-with-myanmar-junta.html

KNLA joint forces overrun two Myanmar junta bases in Karen State’s Kyainseikgyi Town
By Mizzima | 06 January 2023

Local news source said that the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and resistance forces in
Karen State attacked and occupied the Military Council’s Infantry Battalion 283rd and Infantry
Battalion 32nd based in Kyainseikgyi Town on 4 January in the early morning.

Locals also reported that soldiers from the junta's Infantry Battalion 283rd, Infantry Battalion
32nd, and Infantry Battalion 284th are conducting military operations at front-line camps in
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Wallay, Myawaddy District, and Phayarthonezu, Kawkareik District, while the KNLA and
resistance forces attacked the battalions at the same time.

Although the KNLA joint forces attacked and occupied the Infantry Battalion 283rd and Infantry
Battalion 32nd, a fierce battle continues at Infantry Battalion 284th base, according to the
KNLA.

"There are many casualties on the side of the Military Council. We also captured lots of soldiers
and their relatives. We also seized the arsenal of the Infantry Battalion 32nd,” a local source
told Mizzima.

According to a KNLA soldier, Daw Thiri Wai, the wife of Major Kyaw Zin Oo, the battalion
commander of the 32nd Infantry Battalion, and many junta soldiers were detained.

The Military Council is carrying out airstrikes around Kyainseikgyi, and the fighting is
intensifying.

The Karen National Union (KNU) has yet to issue a statement about the battles at Kyainseikgyi,
and Mizzima is still investigating and monitoring the situation.

Similarly, KNU Brigade (6th) control area of Phayarthonezu town in Kawkareik District, KNLA
joint forces have occupied two Border Guard Force (BGF) camps under the Military Council in
Taungzun village since 31 December, and fighting is still raging there.

https://mizzima.com/article/knla-joint-forces-overrun-two-myanmar-junta-bases-karen-states-
kyainseikgyi-town

KNLA-led revolutionary joint forces claim over 40 junta troops killed or Wounded -Taung Sun
battle in Karen state

More than 40 Military Council troops were killed or wounded after heavy fighting broke out
with the revolutionary joint forces in Win Yay (Waw Ray) township in Karen National Union
(KNU)’s Dooplaya district, according to the anti-coup fighters.

Karen News | 6 January 2023

On January 1st,revolutionary joint forces led by the
Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), attacked the
Military Council troops stationed in the hilly area where
the Taung Sun monastery is located in Taung Sun village.
In that operation, more than half of the Military Council’s
camp was burned down, but the revolutionary forces had
to retreat when air support arrived.
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Ko Nghet Me, the deputy platoon leader of the revolutionary joint forces, said, “ We captured two BGF
(Border Guard Forces) outposts near the Taung Sun military camp. After that we were able to attack
more than half of the remaining Military Council main camp. When their side suffered too many
casualties, they called in air support and continuously bombarded us, so we retreated. We witnessed a
lot of casualties on their side, and some of their weapons and ammunition were seized”.

In the Battle of Taung Sun, the KNLA-led resistance force also lost 5 members and injured at least 10. On
January 4th, about 100 Military Council reinforcements marched from the A Nang Kwin tactical
command centre west of Taung Sun village. The revolutionary forces intercepted and attacked, causing
further casualties to the regime forces and more weapons were also confiscated.

As a result of the fighting, more than 3000 residents of the villages of Taung Sun, Sin Pyay,
Kyauk Balu, Win Khana, Than Pa Yar, A Nang Kwin and Khon Khan have been force to flee and
are in urgent need of food and medical aid, said those helping the displaced people.

Furthermore, the Military Council conducted a total of 25 airstrikes daily between January 1st
and 4th, resulting in the destruction of religious buildings and 10 residential houses. Betel nut
,rubber plantations and many orchards were damaged.

On January 4th, which is Myanmar’ s Independence Day, the KNLA and joint forces raided 3 camps of
the Military Council’s 283rd, 284th and 32nd Infantry Divisions in Kyain Seik Gyi township, Karen state.

In that operation the revolutionary forces were able to break into the compound of the army camps and
set some military buildings on fire.

However the Military Council’s war planes made at least 6 bombing runs, killing 4 revolutionary soldiers.

The joint forces claimed that nearly 30 Military Council soldiers were killed, arms and
Ammunition were captured in those clashes and some a number of soldiers were captured, but
the KIC could not independently able to confirm this.

https://karennews.org/2023/01/knla-led-revolutionary-joint-forces-claim-over-40-junta-troops-
killed-or-wounded-taung-sun-battle-in-karen-state/

Military hospital in Hpa-an overwhelmed by wounded troops from the Karen frontline

The 100-bed Taung Kalay Military Hospital in Hpa-An, Karen state's capital, is unable to accept
any more civilian patients, because it is treating a large number of government troops wounded
in recent battles, Hpa-An locals reported.

Karen News | 6 January 2023

In the past, civilians were also treated at the hospital. However, since the end of 2022, the
permission of civilians to go to the hospital has been suspended, a Hpa-An resident who did not
want to be named told KIC.
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“My father was taken to the hospital due to a health
emergency, but he could not be admitted to the hospital. In

| the past, residents of Hpa-An, Hlaingbwe and Kawkareik used
to go to that hospital for treatment. But now the hospital is
no longer accepting new patients. They told us to go to Hpa-
An Hospital instead,” he said.

“The medics said that the hospital does not have enough beds for patients. | heard that this
happened because of the increasing number of injured soldiers from the frontlines. So they are
telling civilian patients to go to Hpa-An Hospital”, the person explained.

On the other hand, the Hpa-An General Hospital does not have enough medicine and
professional doctors, so the residents go to the Taung Kalay Military Hospital instead, a local
nurse told KIC.“Hpa-An Hospital did not have enough medicine and doctors before. Now the
situation is even worse. There are only trainee doctors in the hospital, so the public does not
have any confidence in the hospital, ” she said.

A person close to Taung Kalay Military Hospital said that the hospital normally receives and
treats civilian patients, but now that fighting has intensified everywhere in Karen state, the
number of injured Military Council troops has increased, and the hospital has become
overcrowded, so the reception of civilian patients has been suspended.

In Kawkareik, Kyainseikgyi, Thaton and Hpapun areas controlled by the Karen National Union
(KNU), there are ongoing clashes between the Military Council and the joint forces of local
Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and People’s Defense Forces (PDF).

Last year In April regime troops suffered so many injuries that the Taung Kalay Hospital could
no longer accommodate patients, and many injured soldiers had to be transported to Hpa-An
Hospital for treatment.

https://karennews.org/2023/01/military-hospital-in-hpa-an-overwhelmed-by-wounded-troops-
from-the-karen-frontline/

Myanmar Junta-Allied Rakhine Group Accuses Arakan Army of Assassinations
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 January 2023

The Myanmar regime-allied Arakan Liberation Party (ALP) on Thursday accused rival Rakhine
armed group the Arakan Army (AA) of killing three leaders of its military wing, the Arakan
Liberation Army (ALA). The AA has dismissed the allegations.

The commander-in-chief of the ALA, Major General Khaing Soe Mya, the commander of the
ALA’s Battalion 101, Lieutenant Colonel Khaing Kyaw Soe, and ALA Captain Khaing Thuri Na
were assassinated on Wednesday in Sittwe, the capital of western Myanmar’s Rakhine State.
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The three men were driving to a junta-organized event to mark the 75th anniversary of
Myanmar’s independence from the UK when they were shot dead.

In a statement issued Thursday the ALP condemned the killings and accused the AA of
murdering the three men, saying that “inhumane assassinations targeting people of the same
race shatters Rakhine national solidarity and shocks the Rakhine people.”

ALP vice chair Daw Saw Mra Razar Linn told The Irrawaddy via her office staff that she does not
want to talk to the media at this moment, and referred The Irrawaddy to the ALP’s statement.

AA spokesman Khaing Thukha said the ALP’s accusation is baseless.

“They have accused us perhaps because they want to revive their lost popularity. What’s more,
the ALP is divided into two camps which are fighting each other. They even compete about who
should represent the ALP at meetings in Naypyitaw. They have many internal conflicts over
financial matters and there is a power struggle going on,” said Khaing Thukha.

It is also possible that the three ALA leaders were killed by a third party to exacerbate the feud
between the two Rakhine ethnic armed organizations (EAO), added the AA spokesman.

Ethnic Rakhine politician U Pe Than said: “The ALP must have proof if it makes such an
accusation. | have no comment about the killings. What we want to see is all the Rakhine
people working in unity to achieve their objectives.”

Tensions have escalated between the ALP and AA over conflicting allegiances and policies. The
two sides have traded arrests as relations soured.

In its Thursday statement the ALP accused the AA of detaining, torturing and killing ALP and ALA
leaders and members, as well as arbitrarily detaining and killing leaders and members of other
Rakhine political parties and monks and civilians. The ALP vowed to achieve justice for them.

The ALP signed the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement with President Thein Sein’s quasi-civilian
government in 2015 and is currently engaged in peace talks with the military regime. The
assassinated ALA chief Khaing Soe Mya had recently met junta boss Min Aung Hlaing in
Naypyitaw.

Established in 1967, the ALP is the oldest Rakhine EAO. Its popularity and influence, though, is
waning among Rakhine communities because of the group’s ties to the dictatorship. In contrast,
the AA is enjoying a surge in popularity and has consolidated its control in much of rural
Rakhine State.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-allied-rakhine-group-accuses-
arakan-army-of-assassinations.html
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Military exchanges prisoners with AA in Rakhine State

The junta freed a high-ranking officer of the Rakhine ethnic armed organisation during a
temporary truce, but local civilians continue to feel unsafe amid ongoing tensions

Poe U | Published on Jan 6, 2023

AA troops seen in Kachin State in 2017 (Myanmar Now)

Five weeks after agreeing to an informal ceasefire, the
military and the Arakan Army (AA) conducted a prisoner
swap in Rakhine State’s Ponnagyun Township this week,
according to local sources.

The swap reportedly took place at around 7am on Tuesday
between Kun Taung and Pa Day Thar villages, about 20km north of the Rakhine State capital of
Sittwe. Witnesses were unsure of the precise number of prisoners exchanged but said that a
high-ranking AA officer was among them.

“Troops in full uniform carried out the prisoner swap in the middle of the road, about halfway
between Pa Day Thar and Kun Taung,” a resident of Pa Day Thar said.

Three AA vehicles and five belonging to the junta met on the Sittwe-Yangon highway with some
30 troops on each side accompanying the convoys for security, a man from Kun Taung told
Myanmar Now.

“An AA major who had been arrested by the military council was among the prisoners swapped
between the two groups. I’'m not sure if any high-ranking junta officers captured by the AA
were included in the swap,” he said.

The military council’s information unit and spokespersons for the AA did not respond to
requests for confirmation or details about the prisoner exchange.

Before the AA and military agreed to an informal truce in late November 2022, the conflict
between them took a heavy toll on local civilian populations. Although hostilities are currently
suspended, the security situation has not improved, another Kun Taung villager said.

“The area is calm now, but we can’t tell what will happen next. That’s why the people who fled
have not returned. The military troops camped near our village, Kun Taung, have not
withdrawn yet. They are still there,” he said.

The AA has been operating since 2009, more than a decade before the February 2021 coup that
installed Myanmar’s current military regime. Both before and since the coup, violence has
broken out periodically between the ethnic armed group and the Myanmar military.
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The military and AA clashed fiercely in Rakhine State and adjacent areas of Chin State between
late 2018 and early November 2020, when a non-binding agreement temporarily suspended
hostilities.

The 2020 ceasefire was still in effect when the AA and military carried out an exchange of
captives, brokered by Japanese special envoy Yohei Sasakawa, in November 2021.

However, fighting escalated again in 2022 and continued until last November's ceasefire.

Amid the renewed conflict, the AA continued to take prisoners and claimed hundreds of junta
troops had surrendered to them. The junta responded with a crackdown, including heightened
security and widespread arrests of civilians.

Despite the present ceasefire, ongoing tensions in Rakhine State, including the
mass resignation of junta-appointed local administrators, have raised doubts about how long
peace between the AA and the military can last.

On Monday, the AA summoned administrators who had resigned their positions in Rathedaung
and Ponnagyun townships, urging them to return to duty.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-exchanges-prisoners-with-aa-in-rakhine-state

PDF Soldiers Captured During Clashes Near Inle Lake
By SHAN | January 6, 2023

Fighting has broken out between the Inle People’s Defence Force (IPDF) and the military in
Yawnghwe (Nyaung Shwe) Township, with deaths reported on both sides.

The IPDF commander of Battalion 1009 and two other soldiers were killed and one soldier was
captured alive when the groups clashed between Phayar Ni and Than Tawng villages in
Taunggyi District at 1:30pm on 3 January, according to an anonymous source close to the
group.

In the evening of the next day, after the resistance group had retreated, the military and
Pyusawhtee forces attacked them again in Lyn King village. This time they killed another soldier
and captured two more resistance fighters and the body of a fallen fighter.

SACs combined forces of police and soldeirs at Inle Lake.

At press time it was unclear how many regime soldiers were
killed in battle.

A local source, who requested anonymity, said, “l heard that
some bodies have already arrived at the hospital in
Yawnghwe, but | can’t say who these people were.”

Page 20 of 52


https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/arakan-army-releases-15-captives-arrested-during-armed-conflict-with-myanmar-military
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/heavy-artillery-fire-reported-as-junta-forces-and-aa-clash-in-southern-chin-state
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/aa-captures-14-in-clash-with-regime-forces-in-maungdaw
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/hundreds-of-junta-troops-have-surrendered-to-aa-group-claims
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/arrests-continue-as-two-more-soldiers-snatched-in-rakhine-state
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/tensions-remain-high-in-rakhine-state-despite-military-aa-truce
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/local-administrators-resign-en-masse-in-rakhine-states-rathedaung-township
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-exchanges-prisoners-with-aa-in-rakhine-state
https://english.shannews.org/archives/author/shannews

This is the first time this year that the IPDF and the military have fought around Inle. The regime
has tightened security west of the lake where the violence is taking place.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25705

Thai women tell of being trafficked, caught up in prostitution inside Myanmar

Two sisters and friend say they were forced into sex work in Kokang Self-Administered Zone
near China.

By Wilawan Watcharasakwet for BenarNews | 2023.01.06 | Pathum Thani, Thailand

Pavena Hongsakul (right), founder of the Foundation for Children
and Women, a Thai NGO, talks to Thai women who were rescued
from Laukkaing, a district in the Kokang Self-Administered Zone
in Myanmar’s Shan State, Dec. 2, 2022. Wilawan
Watcharasakwet/BenarNews

Promises of high-paid entertainment jobs lured the three Thai
women to Myanmar, but they found themselves trapped into prostitution in Shan state near
the Chinese border before they escaped, they said in telling the stories about their ordeal.

Sisters A and Aoy, and their friend, Ploy — all in their late 20s — said they had responded to a
Facebook ad from a Thai broker named Nan, who promised that they could earn more than
50,000 baht (U.S. $1,485) per month in non-sex jobs in the entertainment industry in
Myanmar.

“She said you will earn Chinese yuan, not Myanmar’s kyat. We thought that would be great
revenue, so we decided to go,” Aoy, 27, told BenarNews, an RFA-affiliated news service.

Instead, in order to repay debts, the three were forced into prostitution with Chinese
customers in Laukkaing, a district inside the Kokang Self-Administered Zone in Shan state
said to be rife with Chinese criminal activity.

“l never thought | would be tricked like this. Life was not as good as they told us,” Soy said
during an interview in December, days after she and the two other women regained their
freedom and returned to Thailand.

“We were starved of food, water, beaten up, forced to take drugs and perform prostitution.”

The women, who used pseudonyms to protect their privacy, were led into Lukkaing by
members of a Myanmar trafficking ring along jungle routes from Chiang Mai, in
northwestern Thailand.
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Arriving at a hotel in the self-administered zone after nearly a week of walking, they met a
Thai-speaking Mama San — a local term for a female pimp — who said they did not look as
pleasant as in their profile pictures.

The woman said they each owed her 90,000 baht ($2,674) for travel costs plus a commission
she had paid to Nan, and that they would have to work in sex services to pay off the debt.

“l was shocked,” Aoy’s older sister, A, 29, told BenarNews, saying they were later re-sold
around the Chinese-influenced town in Shan state to work as prostitutes.

Pavena Hongsakul, founder of the Foundation for Children and Women, an NGO that helped
rescue the trio, said that as countries reopen their borders as the COVID-19 pandemic
recedes, late-night businesses including sex services have flourished.

Pavena said human trafficking complaints more than doubled from 102 cases in 2021 to 255
cases in 2022. As many as 216 cases involved transnational trafficking.

“Myanmar ranked third in complaints, after Dubai and Bahrain. It is unusual because
Myanmar was not in our records before. We are concerned because we share a common
border,” Pavena told BenarNews, noting that her foundation had previously rescued Thai
women lured to Myanmar to work as prostitutes.

The United States Institute of Peace said Myanmar is a center of action for Chinese criminal
groups whose networks stretch far beyond that country’s borders. Organizations involved in
illicit activities have gained a foothold throughout much of Southeast Asia and are working to
corrupt local governments and economies, the institute said in a 2021 report.

“In Kokang, the political and economic leadership of the so-called Self-Administered Zone
(SAZ) has built its entire power structure on gambling and related activity,” the report said.

“Kokang connections to Chinese criminal networks also run deep. Chinese court records
document hundreds of criminal convictions related to illegal casinos, fraud, kidnapping,
drugs and weapons in the Kokang SAZ.”

The rescued sisters hug their father after being reunited with him
in Chiang Rai, Thailand, Nov. 27, 2022. [Pavena Hongsakul
Foundation for Children and Women]

A, Aoy, Ploy had been working in a factory east of Bangkok but
dreaming of better lives. Last September, they responded to the

On Sept. 21, a broker took them to Bangkok where they flew to Chiang Mai. The next
morning, a non-Thai speaking Burmese man began guiding them across mountainous routes
destined for Shan state.
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“He left us at an unknown hill and told us to walk downhill,” Ploy, 28, told BenarNews. “We
were skeptical, but could not return because we lost our cellphone signal.

“At each stop, there were trafficking ring members who would take us from one point to
another. Sometimes, they changed vehicles to avoid military detection at checkpoints,” she
recalled, adding that the trip to Laukkaing took six days and five nights.

After their meeting with the Mama San, a Chinese man arrived. The Mama San told the
sisters they were his property.

“She sold us to the Chinese owner of a karaoke bar for 250,000 baht [$7,422] each, but he
refused to buy our friend, saying she was too fat,” A said.

“Mama San said we had to sign a six-month contract with the Chinese man and seized our
passports and I.D. cards,” Aoy said.

Alone, Ploy said she was once taken to a room and drugged. She ended up being sold to
another hotel whose boss was a Chinese pimp.

“Here they forced me to do sex services. | had no choice, so | had to accept it,” Ploy told
BenarNews. “But no customer chose me.”

Laukkaing, a half-hour drive for Chinese tourists coming across the nearby border, features
10- to 20-story buildings housing hotels, Karaoke bars and entertainment places, Ploy said.
She stayed at a 10-story hotel where men with guns guarded each floor.

“This town belongs to Chinese and uses yuan, not kyat. Business owners are all Chinese. The
Chinese bosses hire military members armed with guns and grenades to take care of
security, | didn’t know who was a real soldier or a militia,” she said.

‘Couldn’t close our eyes at night’

When the Chinese pimp granted her permission to leave the hotel, Ploy hired a motorcycle
taxi to take her to the sisters’ hotel from which they fled together.

“A militia man gave us a safe place to stay. He hid us from the traffickers. Then we contacted
our fathers and the Pavena Foundation,” Aoy said.

“We thought we would kill ourselves if the authorities could not help us. We were in the turf
[of traffickers],” Ploy said. “We were frightened because they sent a message to the Thai
broker, saying they would beat us up anywhere in China and Thailand.”

Aoy had similar fears.

“We couldn’t close our eyes at night. We stayed quiet, closed all doors and windows and
tried to listen to hear if anything came close to us,” Aoy said.

Page 23 of 52



On Nov. 1, Pavena and family members met with officials from the Thai-Myanmar Township
Border Committee in Thailand’s Chiang Rai province to ask for help rescuing the women.

Myanmar authorities took them into custody and jailed the women on illegal entry charges.

They compared the jail to a chicken coop — wet, dirty and rat infested with no food and no
clean water. They had to beg for food from male prisoners who were jailed just across from
their quarters.

They were once given a black bucket containing half an omelet with rice, which they were
forced to scoop up with their hands.

Myanmar authorities finally released the women on Nov. 27 after driving them to Tachileik,
a Burmese town across from Chiang Rai.

On Facebook, Pavena posted news of the sisters being reunited with their father, who said,
“Lesson learned, sweeties. Let’s go home and not go anywhere anymore.”

Pavena Hongsakul holds up an undated photo showing
armed men guarding a prostitution area in Myanmar’s
Laukkaing district, Dec. 2, 2022. [Wilawan
Watcharasakwet/BenarNews]

Easy prey

In 2022, the Thai police’s Anti Trafficking in Persons
Division (ATPD) reported prosecuting 248 trafficking cases,
compared with 188 in the previous year. Investigations revealed that more than half of the
cases stemmed from illegal online recruitment.

In 2022, law enforcers arrested 57 people who were advertising high-paying jobs on social
media.

“Nowadays, the bad guys can reach victims easily via social media portals and lure them into
illicit jobs including prostitution,” police Maj. Gen. Saruti Kwaengsopha, the division chief,
told BenarNews.

“We have been monitoring a movement of illegal recruitment luring job seekers to work
overseas all the time because it involved transnational crimes,” Saruti said. “Job seekers may
think it’s only a neighboring country where they can return home anytime.”

In October 2022, the ATPD and Malaysian police rescued a 13-year-old Thai girl who had
been lured to work as a prostitute in Kuala Lumpur.

“We understand they have to struggle for a better life, to help support their families, but
they have to be careful,” Saruti said.
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Min Aung Hlaing’s Mania for the Presidency Is Alive and Well—and May Soon Bear Fruit
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 January 2023

Myanmar military regime chief Min Aung Hlaing’s mania for the presidency is increasingly
unchecked and, infuriatingly for the Myanmar people, grows more visible with each passing
day.

In recent days, they have cringed at the sight of the coup leader dressed in presidential attire
handing out decorations to those who have earned his favor, at commemorations of New Year
and the country’s 75th Independence Day. Then, he attended a grand military review, putting
on airs and posing as the country’s legitimate president.

In their eyes, Min Aung Hlaing has never been the country’s leader. Rather, they see him as
merely a nasty impostor who grabbed power from the elected National League for Democracy
(NLD) government in a military takeover and began committing atrocities, including air strikes
against civilians, killing more than 2,600 people so far for rejecting his rule.

Formally, Min Aung Hlaing has not yet been able to call himself Myanmar’s president—
constitutionally, the holder of that position must be elected to it by the country’s parliament. In
fact, he came to power via a coup that effectively abolished the legislature.

But he has long been, and remains, desperate to be the president. That’s why he staged a coup
against the NLD despite party leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s offer to him of the vice
presidency, or a new post as chairman of the Military Commission.

Right after the coup, he moved straight into the Presidential Residence.

Then, he tried to deceive the world by appointing himself prime minister, preferring to be
regarded as a civilian leader, rather than the head of a coup, while maintaining the military
chief positon. Since then he has rarely been seen in uniform. Instead, he jumped into
presidential attire to greet incoming diplomats in front of the Sihasana Palin, or Lion Throne, a
symbol of Myanmar’s sovereignty, in imitation of the country’s previous presidents.

His mania for the presidency moved into high gear last year when he presided over a grand
military review in February, following in the footsteps of ex-president Thein Sein, a former
general. In short, Min Aung Hlaing has done almost everything that Myanmar monarchs and
presidents traditionally do—from his reverence for white elephants and obsession with
rubies, to building and consecrating pagodas and churning out honorary titles.
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Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing (left) in January 2023, and
military proxy president U Thein Sein (right) after his
swearing-in ceremony in March 2011.

{ During the grand military reviews and ceremonies to confer
§ } titles, he has worn the Salwel, a sash that is one of the regalia
< = - of the Myanmar president, mimicking the pose of Thein Sein

when the latter was sworn in as president at the Parliament in 2011.

Min Aung Hlaing plans to hold a general election in August—a must if he is to convene the
Parliament and be elected president of Myanmar.

In his speeches to mark New Year and the 75th anniversary of Independence Day, Min Aung
Hlaing therefore stressed that his regime is working hard to hold the election nationwide,
ignoring the fact that his regime is losing ground in many parts of the country.

Min Aung Hlaing may however push ahead with his plan and order the Union Election
Commission appointed by him to postpone the voting in some electorates, citing security
reasons.

Taking no chances, he has also suppressed the National League for Democracy (NLD)—which he
still sees as a threat, even after imprisoning its leader, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi—and is in the
process of replacing the first-past-the-post electoral system with proportional representation to
ensure there is no landslide victory for a single party.

Min Aung Hlaing also installed Khin Yi, who served as police chief under the previous regime
and is known for his brutal crackdown on activists who protested against it, as chairman of the
military’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP). The party has been making
moves to solidify its position ahead of the planned poll.

With the NLD boycotting the election, the USDP is much more likely to win a majority in the
Parliament. With 25 percent of seats constitutionally reserved for the military, Min Aung
Hlaing’s dream seems set to become a reality, as USDP members and military appointees would
vote for him to become president.

Meanwhile, Min Aung Hlaing is required under the constitution to hand power back to the
National Defense and Security Council (NDSC) at the end of this month. The election must be
held within six months of that date. To maintain the military’s grip on power ahead of its plan
for a so-called election in August, he would form a “transition council” under his leadership.

All of which guarantees that military rule will not really end in six months, or beyond the
planned election, which he will use to legitimize his presidency by any means.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/min-aung-hlaings-mania-for-the-presidency-is-
alive-and-well-and-may-soon-bear-fruit.html
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