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Myanmar junta, anti-coup fighters trade accusations over ferry blast
By AFP |

Myanmar's junta and anti-coup fighters on Monday traded accusations over a bomb attack on a
Yangon commuter ferry that wounded 17 people, the latest blast to hit the commercial hub.

The explosion struck a vessel ferrying people from the city's bustling downtown across the
Yangon river to the township of Dala on Sunday evening, the junta said.

Images published by local media showed blood and debris strewn across the wooden floor of
the boat.

The junta on Monday blamed "PDF terrorists" for the attack, referring to "People's Defence
Force" groups that have sprung up across the country since the military's putsch that clash
regularly with junta troops.

It said a "hand-made mine" had been used in the attack, and that 17 wounded people were
being treated at a hospital in Yangon.

No group has claimed the attack and the Dala PDF released its own statement denying
involvement.

"As we are on the side of the people, we will never do any action like this incident that can
physically or mentally harm people," the group said in a statement.

It also accused the junta of "pretending to be us (PDFs)... carrying out mine attacks on the
public".

Dala is a semi-rural township that sprawls across swampland south of Yangon and is home to
many daily wage earners who work in the commercial capital.

Myanmar has been in turmoil since the military seized power. There are almost daily killings of
low-level junta officials or anti-coup fighters, with details murky and reprisals often following
quickly.

In October, at least two bombs exploded outside a Yangon prison, killing eight people and
wounding 18 in an attack the junta blamed on "terrorist" anti-coup fighters.

In July, a bomb blast near a shopping mall in Yangon killed two people and wounded 11.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-junta-anti-coup-fighters-trade-accusations-over-
ferry-blast

Page 2 of 46


https://www.mizzima.com/author/afp-0
https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-junta-anti-coup-fighters-trade-accusations-over-ferry-blast
https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-junta-anti-coup-fighters-trade-accusations-over-ferry-blast

Myanmar Junta Troops Kill 4 Civilians, Burn 6 Villages in Indaw
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 20 December 2022

Junta troops killed four civilians in an arson attack on six villages in Sagaing’s Indaw Township
on the border with Kachin State on Sunday, according to residents and resistance groups.

The victims were named as Ko Tun Naing Win from Nant Thae village, Ko Nay Win from Kun
Chaung, Ko Kyaw Lwin from Ma Au Gone, and an unnamed male resident of Shwe Chaung
village. All were in their 40s, said locals and resistance groups.

“They were killed near our village and their bodies were buried in the grounds of the
monastery,” said a villager from Pein Inn.

The attacks began after some 300 regime soldiers in three columns entered Indaw Township
from neighboring Tigyaing Township on Dec. 15.

The next day, a military column torched a restaurant and houses in Jone Jone Ja Ywar Thit
village in the north of Indaw, forcing hundreds of residents to flee.

On the same day, a combined force of Kachin Independence Army (KIA), Kachin People’s
Defence Force (KPDF) and Indaw People’s Defence Force (IndawPDF) fighters launched attacks
on the junta troops.

On December 17, regime soldiers torched Jone Jone Ja Ywar Ma village amid clashes with the
KIA/PDF combined force at nearby Nyaung Kone, Jone Jone Ja and Pein Inn villages.

Four days of fighting has left 40 junta soldiers dead and one IndawPDF member wounded in the
chest, according to the resistance groups. The junta is yet to issue a statement on the clashes.

Regime troops burned 32 houses in Aouk Lel Pyin village and about 50 in Jone Jone Ja Ywar Thit,
Jone Jone Ja Ywar Ma, Ma Au Gone, Pein Inn, and Set Taw Kone villages over three days,
according to residents and PDFs. The villages are located on the Mandalay-Myitkyina highway
about 30 kilometers south of Indaw town.

“Fighting continued this morning but there were no big clashes today,” said Indaw PDF
spokesperson Ko Nyi.

“The wounded member of our group is an 18-year-old comrade shot in the chest on Dec. 16,
but he is recovering now.”

Ko Nyi said the PDF had been alerting villagers since December 15 that junta troops had
infiltrated the township. About 5,000 residents from 12 villages had fled, he added.

“We know that junta military will just kill civilians and burn down villages, so we are trying our
best to protect our people and their property. But as fighting continues, it is not safe yet for the
villagers [to return],” said Ko Nyi.
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KIA Seizes Kachin Outpost from Pro-Myanmar Junta Militia
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 December 2022

The Kachin Independence Army (KIA) has seized and torched a hilltop outpost of a junta-
affiliated ethnic Lisu militia in Tanai Township, Kachin State, according to a source.

KIA troops attacked the outpost in Lamone village on Dec. 16. They also ambushed a group of
some 30 Lisu militia fighters led by U Shwe Min on their way to Light Infantry Battalion 297 in
Shadu Zup village the following day, added the source.

Militia at the Lamone outpost had subjected locals to tight checks, even harassing farmers as
they went to their fields, said one resident.

“People can now go to their farms freely as the Lamone outpost has been seized,” they said.

KIA-related Facebook accounts said that four Lisu militia members were killed and five
wounded in the ambush on Dec. 17, adding that weapons had also been seized.

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.

U Shwe Min’s troops are a splinter group from Zakhung Ting Ying’s New Democratic Army
Kachin militia. Zakhung Ting Ying split from the KIA in 1993 and made peace with the previous
military regime, the State Law and Order Restoration Council. U Shwe Min then founded the
Lisu National Development Party (LNDP) in 2013.

The party contested both the 2015 and 2020 general elections. It won two seats each in the
Lower House and Shan State parliament in 2015. The LNDP’s armed wing is estimated to have
around 100 fighters.

Following the military takeover in February last year, U Shwe Min’s militias established a
security checkpoint at a village in Waingmaw Township, just a few kilometers from the Kachin
State capital of Myitkyina. The militia group has since joined with junta forces to attack KIA
outposts, said residents.

The group established a base at Lamone village in Tanai, the heartland of the Lisu people in
Kachin, in November last year.

The Irrawaddy could not reach U Shwe Min or the LNDP for comment.

Separately, junta troops arrested five young Kachin men working at a jade mine in the jade-
mining hub of Hpakant on December 17, according to a representative of the Kachin
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Development Networking Group. Only one of the men has been released so far, according to
the representative.

“They were arrested for no reason. We heard that the other four are being held at a [junta]
hilltop outpost. Family members are concerned for their safety,” he said.

Amid months of escalating military tensions in Hpakant, jade mines that had been operating
only at night are now inactive as workers fear arrest.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/kia-seizes-kachin-outpost-from-pro-myanmar-junta-
militia.html

Local administrators resign en masse in Rakhine State’s Rathedaung Township

The officials claim they were unable to perform their duties amid ongoing tensions between
the junta and local civilians

Thein San | Published on Dec 20, 2022

The Rathedaung-Ponnagyun road in January 2021 (Myanmar
Now)

Twenty junta-appointed ward and village administrators
resigned from their jobs in northern Rakhine State’s
Rathedaung Township last week, citing “impossible”
conditions under the current regime.

NE 0.0 OB
One of the administrators told Myanmar Now that the decision came amid growing tension
between local people and junta authorities in the township.

“We were seen as people supporting a government mechanism that the public didn’t like. We
became unable to lead the villagers whenever there was a problem. All we could do was issue
travel papers and handle funds,” he said.

At the same time, he said, higher-level authorities also viewed them with mistrust. He added
that he has been forced to flee for his safety since submitting his resignation.

The officials who resigned came from 19 wards and villages: Ku Taung, Kat Chaung, Kan Pyin,
Kyat Yoe Sat, Sar Pyin Gyi, Sar Pyin Chay, Oo Gar, Pan Zin Maw, Nyaung Pinle, Zee Kaing, Letpan
Pin Yin, Myin Kan Chaung, Phyu Chaung, Yay Pike Sone, Min Gan, Thazi Daunt, Kyun Gyi, Shwe
Laung Tin and Anauk Pyin.

Last month, more than 70 village administrators in Ponnagyun Township also resigned, citing
“difficulties in operating amid the conflict” between the junta and the Arakan Army (AA).
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Despite a temporary truce that went into effect late last month, tensions remain high in the
state.

Aung Thaung Shwe, a former member of parliament, interpreted the administrators’
resignations as a sign that they recognised the public’s rejection of the dictatorship and were
unwilling to serve the junta themselves.

“It’s possible they decided to quit because they knew the public didn’t prefer them over other
administrative forces. It’s a certainty that administrative operations will be unworkable when
they don’t have the people’s support,” he said.

He added that in many rural parts of Rakhine State, the administrative apparatus run by the
United League of Arakan, the AA’s political wing, has gained support amid growing animosity
toward the junta.

Local administrators have been a frequent target of attack by anti-regime forces in many parts
of Myanmar since the February 2021 coup.

In Rakhine State, many have also faced arrest and charges of unlawful association stemming
from their suspected involvement with AA forces active in the state.

Since May, at least 10 ward administrators have been arrested in Minbya, Kyaukphyu, Sittwe,
Buthidaung, Maungdaw and Paletwa townships, according to local sources.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/local-administrators-resign-en-masse-in-rakhine-states-
rathedaung-township

Almost 100 Village Administrators Resign in Western Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 December 2022

Almost 100 village administrators in western Myanmar’s Rakhine State have resigned out of
fear for their safety amid rising tensions between the military regime and the ethnic Rakhine
Arakan Army (AA).

Over 70 village administrators in Ponnagyun Township submitted their resignations in the third
week of November. Another 20 village administrators in Rathedaung Township did the same
this week.

Many village officials declined to comment on their resignations out of fear for their personal
safety.

“The reason is that the military views us as AA supporters. And the AA views us as part of the
military’s administrative mechanism. | don’t want to comment as | am not an administrator
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anymore,” a village administrator from Rathedaung Township who has resigned told The
Irrawaddy.

Mass resignations of officials are not new in war-torn Rakhine. Hundreds of village
administrators also resigned during the fighting between the Myanmar military and AA from
late December 2018 to November 2020.

Hundreds of people, including local administrators, in Rakhine were arrested and charged by
the junta under the Counter-Terrorism Law or Unlawful Association Act over their alleged ties
to the AA, which the regime had then designated a terrorist organization. Some administrators
were reportedly killed during their interrogations.

Arrests became less common after the AA and military agreed an unofficial ceasefire ahead of
the general election in November 2020.

However, detentions were on the rise again in May this year, as the AA took advantage of the
lull in fighting and consolidated its control in rural Rakhine. Renewed fighting broke out in
August in northern Rakhine State, and continued until late November when the two sides again
agreed to an informal ceasefire.

With the regime still operating security checkpoints on roads and waterways in many parts of
Rakhine, and requiring locals to show proof of residency from their village administrators for
travel, villagers are finding it difficult to move around because there are no administrators.
There are also difficulties and delays in applying for household registration certificates and
citizenship identity cards, as well as in registering births.

A chairperson of the Mayu Region Development Association in Rathedaung Township, U Maung
Saw Win, said: “Though village administrators have no power on the ground, residents need
certificates from village administrators if they are going to travel or apply for citizenship identity
cards at the immigration department. The authorities need to consider the needs of the
people.”

Some village administrators in northern Rakhine have not been attending their monthly
meetings or taking salaries from the regime, even though they have yet to submit official
resignations from their posts.

Junta forces blockaded roads and waterways in many parts of Rakhine during the renewed
fighting. The regime has lifted travel restrictions since the latest ceasefire, but deliveries of
medicine are still being blocked.

During the latest fighting, the regime also arrested village administrators and charged them
under the Unlawful Association Law. Ethnic Rakhine department heads from the education,
health, fisheries, general administration and law enforcement departments have also been
charged under the law on suspicion of having ties with the AA, as have numerous civilians.
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Over a dozen village administrators and administrative officials were arrested by the regime in
Kyaukphyu, Maungdaw and Minbya townships during the latest round of fighting.

Observers said the AA and its political wing, the United League of Arakan, has successfully
installed its own administrative mechanism in northern Rakhine, so junta-appointed village
administrators in the region are no longer handling the affairs of villagers.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/almost-100-village-administrators-resign-in-
western-myanmar.html

Ta’ang Groups Condemn Regime’s War Crimes In Namhsan

By Network Media Group | Tuesday, December 20, 2022

e Ta’ang groups are calling on the world to take action

against the military regime for its human rights violations
% ‘ and war crimes after it launched a week-long offensive
against the Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) in
e which an entire village was razed.

f#g’ . “The terrorist army (regime) attacked civilian villages

. i with artillery. Fighter jets and attack helicopters have
bombed them, clearly committing human rights violations and war crimes and violating
international human rights laws,” reads a statement from the Ta’ang Political Consultative
Committee.

The military destroyed almost all the houses in Kon Tha in Namhsan Township from 7 to 13
December. According to the TPCC, the military also attacked nearby villages of Hu Mang, Pan
Alawt and Mang Loung in northern Shan State, displacing over 2,000 people from all of the
villages who fled to Namhsan town or other areas. Many houses and religious buildings were
destroyed during the offensive.

A woman from the Ta’ang Civil Society Organisation said many civilians were killed during the
airstrikes. The world “must not ignore the brutal actions of the military regime”.

The groups have called for an arms and aviation fuel embargo to Burma. “The aviation fuel is
needed for the military’s fighter jets and attack helicopters. It is imported from another country
and that is why we want it blocked,” the woman told NMG.

Numerous civilians from Kachin, Chin, Karen, Karenni and Rakhine states, as well as in Sagaing
and Magwe regions have also been killed and their homes destroyed after the military shelled
and aerially bombed their villages. Soldiers have tortured and murdered villagers, and abducted
them to use as human shields and porters.
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According to the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, since the
military coup began on 1 February, 2021 until the end of October, 2022, over one million
people remain internally displaced while at least 70,000 people have fled the country.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/12/20/22672

Over 40 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 December 2022

At least 44 Myanmar junta forces including pro-regime militia members were killed in the last
three days as People’s Defense Force groups and an ethnic armed organization (EAO) continued
to attack regime targets across the country.

Incidents were reported in Sagaing and Magwe regions.

The Irrawaddy has collected the following reports of significant attacks from PDFs and the EAO.
Some military casualties could not be independently verified.

Three junta policemen killed in PDF attack in Sagaing

Three junta policemen including a captain were killed and another escaped in Salingyi
Township, Sagaing Region on Sunday morning when six PDF groups jointly attacked a vehicle
carrying the four, said PDF group Triple Two, which was involved in the attack.

The junta policemen were attacked while en route to a restaurant. Three weapons were seized
from the police vehicle.

A civilian nearby was also killed in the shootout when policemen responded with firearms.
A video shot by the PDF shows PDF fighters attacking a vehicle.
Forty junta soldiers killed in three days of clashes in Sagaing

%k The remains of a house torched by junta forces during recent
clashes with combined KIA and PDF fighters in Indaw Township. /
Indaw Revolution

At least 40 regime forces were reportedly killed in three days of
clashes with a combined force of Kachin Independence Army (KIA)
and PDF fighters in Indaw Township, Sagaing Region, said Indaw
Revolution, the media wing of Indaw-PDFs.

: Heavy clashes between a military detachment of 70 troops and the
combmed resistance forces broke out near Jone Jone Kya Village for three days from Dec. 16 to
18. Only 30 junta troops survived the clashes, Indaw Revolution claimed.
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One resistance member was seriously injured. During the fighting, regime forces burned down
around 40 civilian buildings in four nearby villages. More than 5,000 residents from a total of 12
villages in the combat zone have fled their homes.

Regime forces bombed in Sagaing

PDF fighters of Burma Rangers Force during an operation in
Shwebo Township. / Burma Rangers

Local PDF group Burma Rangers claimed it used two
grenades to attack regime forces stationed in the
compound of AYA Bank in the town of Shwebo, Sagaing
Region on Monday evening.

Military casualties were unknown.
Pro-regime militia member killed by PDF parcel bomb in Sagaing
Improvised bombs made by C&T Shwebo PDF / C&T Shwebo

A pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia member was killed and another
injured in Shwebo Township, Sagaing Region on Monday when local
PDF group C&T Shwebo used remote-controlled parcel bombs to
attack militia members in two pro-regime villages in the township, the
resistance group said.

First, it attacked militia members in the pro-regime village of
Taltheetaw by sending them a parcel bomb on Monday morning. In
! the attack, a pro-regime militia member was killed.

Another militia member was seriously injured when the PDF group continued to use parcel
bombs to attack militia members in another pro-regime village, Nyaung Kaine, that afternoon.

Military detachment hit by mines in Sagaing

PDF-Kalay claimed it used five land mines to ambush a military detachment of 100 troops
heading to a village in Kale Township, Sagaing Region on Monday.

Some regime forces are believed to have been killed or injured in the ambush. Following the
ambushes, the regime forces indiscriminately attacked a nearby area for an hour using both
heavy explosives and firearms.

A senior citizen and a cow from nearby Nagarpwat Village were injured and some motorbikes
were damaged in the junta attacks.

Later, regime forces arrested a 14-year-old boy and retreated to nearby Myohla Village, PDF-
Kalay said.
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Four regime bases attacked in Sagaing

Resistance fighters of Myaung Revolution Army in Myaung
Township / MRA

Many regime forces are believed to have been killed or
injured in Myaung Township, Sagaing Region on Sunday night
when six PDF groups simultaneously raided four regime
bases including a police station, junta controlled-township
General Administration Department offices and housing for
junta servants in the town, said Myaung Revolution Army,

which coordinated the raids.
Regime vehicle ambushed with land mines in Magwe

Improvised land mines made by Myaing-PDF from fuel tanks. /
Myaing-PDF

Many regime forces including pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia
members are believed to have been killed or injured in Myaing
Township, Magwe Region on Saturday when Myaing-PDF used
several land mines, including heavy ones, to ambush a junta vehicle
from a pro-regime village, the PDF group said.

The junta vehicle carrying 25 regime forces was ambushed near a
village while the troops were traveling to buy rations.

The PDF group said it used 16 land mines to ambush the junta
vehicle, which was damaged in the attack. After the ambush, junta reinforcements with a
vehicle arrived in the area and transported the bodies of killed and injured regime forces and
took the damaged vehicle with them, Myaing-PDF said.

Junta camp attacked, bombed in Magwe

Improvised mortar shells made by Black God Guerrilla Force in
Magwe Region / Black God

Many regime troops are believed to have been killed or injured in
Myaing Township, Magwe Region on Sunday when around 10
local PDF groups jointly attacked a military camp in the west of
the township, claimed Black God Guerrilla Forces, which was
involved in the attack.

The combined PDF groups also used improvised mortar shells and
drones to bomb the junta camp. Regime forces also responded
with both heavy explosives and firearms.
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However, all PDF fighters were able to retreat from the area without casualties.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/over-40-myanmar-junta-forces-
killed-in-three-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

Rohingya inmates ‘beaten brutally’ and forced to clean faeces, Insein Prison source says

Dozens of ethnic Rohingya people incarcerated in Insein are subjected to dehumanising tasks
in the prison, according to another inmate

Han Thit | Published on Dec 20, 2022

More than 80 Rohingya inmates being held in Yangon’s notorious Insein Prison have been
singled out for abuse, including beatings and forced labour involving cleaning the latrine
system, according to another political prisoner in the facility.

“They are getting beaten brutally. They are always either physically or verbally abused,” the
inmate said in a recorded voice message sent to contacts outside of Insein and heard by
Myanmar Now.

He explained in the recording that Insein’s prisoners were required to pay the authorities
45,000 kyat (USS21) per month to avoid being assigned “dirty work,” noting that the Rohingya
Muslims were forced to clean human faeces if they failed to pay the bribe.

“They are being forced to pull the sewage from the septic tank with buckets and pour it on the
crops. Some of them are also forced to stir the septic tanks using bamboo sticks all day,” the
prisoner explained.

He claimed that more than 20 of the Rohingya youth detained there were suffering from such
severe malnutrition that at the time of reporting, they were no longer able to walk, and that
one had died in early December.

“This has been going on for too long now. They only give some injections to the ones who are in
really bad condition. They only usually give paracetamol and rehydration salts to most people,”
he said in the recording.

A former member of the All Burma Federation of Student Unions who was recently released
from Insein Prison confirmed that inmates who were unable to pay bribes were regularly forced
to do manual labour.

“They only make the people who have no money or privileges or ties to them do those dirty
jobs, so it’s possible that it’s worse for the Rohingya people, as it’s easier for the authorities to
get rid of the evidence if they end up killing them,” the student activist said.
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On November 28, Radio Free Asia’s Burmese-language service reported that 54 men and 14
women of Rohingya ethnicity were arrested at a checkpoint in Yangon’s Hlegu Township while
travelling inside a truck.

Some 20 more Rohingya people were arrested in Hlegu and Mingaladon townships in October.

The bodies of 13 Rohingya men and boys between the ages of 16 and 20 were found
dumped on the side of a road in Hlegu in early December, according to a local junta official who
spoke on the condition of anonymity.

The military council has not released any information responding to such reports.

Some 150 Rohingya men and women held in Taung Kalay Prison in the Karen State capital of
Hpa-an, have been exposed to severe health problems due to a lack of food and other basic
necessities, according to two former detainees who witnessed their neglect by prison
authorities.

Most of the Rohingya being held in the prison were arrested while trying to escape the country
by fleeing into neighbouring Thailand. As members of a Muslim minority that has been
subjected to decades of discrimination inside Myanmar, many ultimately hoped to reach
Malaysia.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/rohingya-inmates-beaten-brutally-and-forced-to-clean-
faeces-insein-prison-source-says

US’s Burma Act is an ‘Ultimatum’ to Myanmar Regime
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 December 2022

Both houses of the United States (US) legislature passed the Burma Act last week, part of the
National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), to provide non-military aid to the parallel National
Unity Government (NUG) and its affiliate organizations, including the National Unity
Consultative Council, the People’s Defense Forces (PDF) and ethnic armed organizations (EAO).

The Burma Act also authorizes measures to prevent the military regime from acquiring
weapons and expands sanctions against junta businesses. However, the NDAA is yet to be
signed into law by US President Joe Biden.

Members of anti-junta forces and democracy activists shared their views on the passing of the
Burma Act with The Irrawaddy.

U Kyaw Zaw, NUG Spokesperson

The act is very positive. It will help our revolution a lot if it becomes law. The act says
humanitarian aid will be given to the Myanmar people, but not through the regime and its
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affiliated entities. It also aims to work together with partners to prevent the junta from
acquiring weapons and doing its business. So the act is great.

The act authorizes political support for establishing federalism, as well as humanitarian aid and
technical support for anti-junta forces. It also promises action against perpetrators of war
crimes. But it does not mention how much assistance will be provided for specific sectors. It is a
very good sign that the act legally commits the US to assist in those sectors. If we can get a
small proportion of the assistance package being given to Ukraine, it will further increase the
momentum of our revolution.

The strength of the people is the key to overthrowing the military dictatorship. The brutal
military has been committing violence against the people, and is now committing more
extreme violence. We need weapons to protect the people against air attacks. We have only
the collaborative strength of the people. But we don’t have enough weapons. And it is also
important that all the countries impose sanctions against the military regime.

Dr Tun Myint, Associate Professor in Political Science, Carleton College, US

The NDAA authorizes training for PDFs and EAOs. Any kind of training except lethal training can
be provided to them. This means training can be provided in various fields including health,
education and defense. The act also aims to provide humanitarian assistance and medicine, and
to help internally displaced people and Myanmar refugees in foreign countries. It also
authorizes more sanctions.

The spirit of the act is that it views the Myanmar military as a terrorist organization. Though it
does not use the term terrorist, the act explains its objectives, what it will do to achieve those
objectives, and also tells the US ambassador to the United Nations (UN) what to do [to put
greater pressure on the regime through the UN]. It also aims to prevent the Myanmar military
from obtaining weapons. The act clearly regards the Myanmar military as an unjust, unruly and
inhumane organization.

The act also authorizes funds for training programs for EAOs. The act is almost a declaration of
war. It is an ultimatum to the regime.

U Aung Hsan Myint, Secretary-2, Karenni National Progressive Party

We have no comments in particular. It [passing the act] is a decision that should already have
been made. And they [the US] should have imposed more sanctions. There are still many
international organizations that engage with the regime. The Myanmar people don’t like the
regime, and the international community should think about ways to put more intense pressure
on it.

| am very glad that the US government will provide a certain amount of support to PDFs and
EAOs demanding democracy. Many people have been affected by the fighting in our state
[Kayah State], and we want to start rehabilitation as soon as possible. But it appears that it can
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only be started after a political solution is achieved. So we welcome the new pressure on the
regime.

Different regions have different needs. In our region, we need a lot of humanitarian aid for
displaced people and for their rehabilitation. In some regions, people live in constant fear of
being killed any time in a lawless society. We are grateful that the international community is
pressuring the regime and helping us free ourselves from the military dictatorship.

But the regime has good ties with such countries as China, India, Russia and North Korea, as
well as with some Southeast Asian countries. So there is a need to pressure not only the
regime, but also its partners.

Padoh Mahn Mahn, Karen National Union Brigade 5 Spokesperson

It will strengthen our revolution if practical steps are taken to implement the NDAA. It is
important that we have solidarity and powerfully demonstrate our solidarity against the
military dictatorship to the international community.

Besides providing non-lethal aid, it is important that the international community does not do
things that support the regime. In particular, the international community should not sell
aviation fuel for Myanmar military aircraft.

Our revolution will be hindered if the regime can get military equipment and aviation fuel from
other countries. So while helping us, it is important for the international community to cut
military aid to the regime.

Lway Poe Nge, Advisor to the Ta’ang Women’s Organization

The international community has been helping Ukraine for a long time. They have been
providing weapons and technology. Regarding the Myanmar issue, [foreign countries] are
imposing sanctions [on the regime]. They also deliver humanitarian assistance [for the
Myanmar people]. But they have a policy not to provide military assistance [for anti-junta
forces].

Like Ukraine, we need a lot of help. We need a lot of financial and technical assistance. So |
hope [the Burma Act] will have some benefits for our country. In the Ta’ang area, [the regime]
shells villages every day. That is a war crime. This shows that the regime views the people as
the enemy and is persecuting them. The international community should not ignore this and
provide humanitarian aid effectively.

PDFs were born out of civilians. There is a need to recognize their revolution and their needs
and to give a helping hand. The international community should review its policies about the
PDFs. It should consider the reason why they [PDF fighters] have taken up arms. And they
should change their policies accordingly. There are a lot of requirements on the ground.
Everything is deteriorating under military rule.
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regime.html

NUG Criticizes EU and ASEAN for Failing to Take Action Against Myanmar Regime
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 December 2022

Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government (NUG) has criticized the leaders of the European
Union (EU) and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) for failing to take any new
effective action to address the Myanmar crisis at their summit last week.

On Monday, the NUG’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said that EU-ASEAN leaders had failed to
support the NUG as the legitimate representatives of the Myanmar people, as well as failing to
condemn the junta’s atrocities against civilians.

The EU-ASEAN summit was held in Brussels, Belgium. It issued a statement on December 14
calling for the immediate cessation of violence in Myanmar, the release of all political detainees
and for the effective delivery of humanitarian assistance to all persons in need without
discrimination.

EU-ASEAN leaders also denounced the military regime’s execution of four pro-democracy
activists in July, while calling on the ASEAN Special Envoy to Myanmar to build confidence and
trust and to be allowed full access to all parties concerned.

The summit also highlighted the regime’s commitment to the ASEAN Five-Point Consensus
peace plan, which coup leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing agreed to last year but has
failed to implement.

“While these calls are welcome, they are not new and significant opportunities were missed,”
said the NUG’s foreign affairs ministry.

However, the EU-ASEAN statement does make a notable commitment to redouble collective
efforts towards a peaceful solution in Myanmar that reflects a continued commitment to
human rights and fundamental freedoms, the ministry added.

The NUG said also that the EU-ASEAN commitment to human rights and fundamental freedoms
must respect the democratic will of the Myanmar people by upholding the results of the 2020
general election, and block all attempts by the junta to hold a sham election next year.

It also urged the EU and ASEAN to support the Federal Democracy Charter and to reject the
junta’s unlawful state of emergency. The NUG also called for concrete action to dismantle the
junta’s capacity for inflicting further atrocities on civilians, including imposing sanctions on jet
fuel suppliers to the regime, and to step up the diplomatic pressure on the junta to stop it from
executing more political prisoners.
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Myanmar has been in turmoil since last year’s coup. Clashes between resistance groups and the
Myanmar military are occurring daily.

At the same time, the junta has been escalating its atrocities including the arbitrary killing of
civilians, burning people alive, extrajudicial executions of resistance detainees, massacres, using
civilian detainees as human shields, as well as looting and burning houses, artillery and
airstrikes on residential areas and acts of sexual violence.

As of Monday, 2,614 people have been killed by junta forces while 16,563 others including
elected government leaders have been arrested or detained, said the Assistance Association for
Political Prisoners, which has been monitoring deaths and arrests since the coup.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nug-criticizes-eu-and-asean-for-failing-to-take-
action-against-myanmar-regime.html
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