PEACE Info (December 16, 2022)

Myanmar Junta Jails NLD Govt’s ‘Incorruptible’ Banking Reformer for 20 Years

Myanmar military rampage leaves six dead in Sagaing’s Kawlin Township

Myanmar Regime Troops Punishing Women for Wearing Trousers

Bodies of six men found dumped a week after their arrest by junta soldiers

Karen Resistance Groups Claim Victories Over Myanmar Junta Forces

Military Council’s train loaded with weapons hit by landmine explosion wrecking four
carriages and killing 24 soldiers in Mon State

Namhsan Village Destroyed By Shelling

A ceremony to commission airplanes and helicopters into service held to mark the Diamond
Jubilee Air Force Day

US Senate passes defence bill authorising sanctions against Myanmar military and aid for
opposition

Myanmar’s NUG Praises Passage of US Burma Act

U.S. announces Rohingya resettlement programme

EU backing ASEAN’s Myanmar 5PC plans
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Myanmar Junta Jails NLD Govt’s ‘Incorruptible’ Banking Reformer for 20 Years
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 16 December 2022

The ousted deputy governor of the Central Bank of Myanmar, Dr. Bo Bo Nge, has been
sentenced to 20 years in jail by a junta-controlled court in Naypyitaw, after being detained for
nearly two years.

According to sources close to the court, he was sentenced to 12 years on corruption charges
and eight years on an unknown charge on Tuesday.

The sources said Dr. Bo Bo Nge defended himself during the case.

The regime is yet to officially announce the judgment. Contacted by the Irrawaddy on
Wednesday, staff at the Ottara District court in Naypyitaw confirmed the trial was held on
Tuesday but did not provide details about the judgment.

U Bo Bo Nge was among senior officials, state leaders and elected MPs arrested by the military
as it staged a coup on Feb.1 last year. He was seized from his home in Naypyitaw and detained
for over a year before the junta brought charges and moved him to Mandalay’s Obo Prison.

The junta-appointed Anti-Corruption Commission alleged he was responsible for the loss of
millions of kyats in government budget by supervising banking transactions, permits and stamp
duties. The commission also accused him of corruption in transactions made with Open Society
Myanmar (OSM), a non-profit founded by US billionaire George Soros.

The separate eight-year sentence may come from a charge under the Anti-Money Laundering
Law, a lawyer based in Naypyitaw said.

Dr. Bo Bo Nge was a member of the economic committee of the National League for Democracy
(NLD) led by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. In 2017, he was appointed deputy governor of the central
bank, where he took a leading role in facilitating financial and economic reforms introduced by
the NLD government.

Australian economist Sean Turnell, a former adviser to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, said of Tuesday’s
sentence: “What a profound injustice! A travesty! Bo Bo [Nge] is utterly incorruptible.”

Turnell added that U Bo Bo Nge was an honest guardian of Myanmar’s financial system, fixing
and cleaning it up so that banks could finally be productive institutions for Myanmar’s
development.

“He also knows more about properly regulating a financial system than anyone else in
Myanmar.

“Finally, he is an honest, brave, and utterly good person,” the economist told the Irrawaddy.
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Turnell was himself detained by the junta for almost two years before being released last
month and returning to Australia.

Dr. Bo Bo Nge was also jailed by the previous military regime for his student activism during the
1988 pro-democracy uprising.

While behind bars, he learned English from a dictionary smuggled into the prison. After his
release, he fled to the United States, where he took up a scholarship at Bard College before
studying for a master’s in economics at Johns Hopkins University. He specialized in financial
reform and gained a doctorate from London University’s School of Oriental and African Studies
(SOAS).

The Washington Post has described Dr. Bo Bo Nge’s life as an American immigrant success
story, noting that he rose from washing dishes to become an economist earning a six-figure
salary.

But he chose to return to his homeland after the NLD government took power in 2016 to help
with Myanmar’s democratic transition.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-jails-nld-govts-incorruptible-
banking-reformer-for-20-years.html

Myanmar military rampage leaves six dead in Sagaing’s Kawlin Township

Most of the victims were members of a local defence team who were brutally murdered after
being captured

Thura Maung | Published on Dec 16, 2022

The bodies of some of the victims of a junta rampage that
began in Sagaing Region’s Kawlin Township on December 11
(Supplied)

e Junta troops killed at least six people and torched hundreds of
houses during a three-day rampage in Sagaing Region’s Kawlin
Township that began on Sunday, according to local sources.

Around 100 soldiers based in the village of Koe Htaung Boe in Kanbalu Township carried out a
series of raids targeting five villages after coming under attack from resistance forces late last
week, residents of the area told Myanmar Now.

The first village to be hit was Zee Phyu Kone, located about 7km south of the town of Kawlin.
Most residents had already fled ahead of that attack on Sunday, but the regime forces burned
down 42 houses before leaving the next day, according to locals.
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“They torched two houses as soon as they entered the village, and the rest on their way out,”
said one resident.

On Monday, the military column moved on to the nearby village of Shaw Phyu Kone, where one
man was shot in the head and back while attempting to flee. Locals identified the victim as
Maung Myint, a deputy commander of the village’s defence team.

After leaving Shaw Phyu Kone, the junta troops clashed briefly with local defence teams and
members of the People’s Defence Force before reaching the village of Pay Pin Chaung, where
most of the casualties were reported.

According to a defence team member from Shaw Phyu Kone, four members of Pay Pin Chaung’s
defence team were brutally murdered after being captured while trying to resist the junta
column’s assault.

“They weren’t simply shot. One had his brains beaten out with the butt of a rifle, and another had his
throat slit. The others also had brains coming out of their heads, and their eyes had been gouged out,”
he said.

The victims were identified as Kan Min Soe, Ae Maung, Naing Win Tun, and Thein Aung, all
residents of Pay Pin Chaung. Another man from the same village named Myint Soe was also
shot dead, according to the defence team member.

“Their cruelty really knows no bounds. If we catch them, we can’t just kill them because we
believe in justice. But for them, it makes no difference, they just kill everyone they find,
whether they’re a civilian or a revolutionary,” he added.

On Tuesday, the regime forces raided the villages of Kokkokone and Nyaung Kone, where they
carried out arson attacks that reportedly destroyed a total of more than 100 homes.

“They chose the wealthiest houses to burn down, because they want to erode support for the
resistance,” said the defence team member.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-rampage-leaves-six-dead-in-sagaings-
kawlin-township

Myanmar Regime Troops Punishing Women for Wearing Trousers
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 December 2022

Junta forces in Pakokku Township, Magwe Region are punishing women who wear trousers or
black clothes by forcing them to do sit-ups at checkpoints, according to locals.

Police and soldiers in the township began arbitrarily stopping women in the first week of
December and fining them if they refuse the punishment, according to a representative of a
local resistance force.
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“Women who wear trousers or all-black outfits are being forced to do sit-ups. Otherwise, they
are fined up to 50,000 kyats [US$23],” he told The Irrawaddy.

Residents said the absurd punishment was imposed after a ward administrator in Pakokku
Township was killed by female members of a local resistance force on November 25. The killing
came one week after a retired military colonel was shot dead by a woman on November 18.

Regime forces in Pakokku also imposed a curfew for motorcycles at the end of last month.
Soldiers will open fire on any motorcyclists seen riding between the hours of 6 pm and 8 am,
according to a resident. They have also banned motorcyclists from carrying passengers.

“Locals are facing many difficulties because of this ridiculous order. People have now switched
to riding bicycles because the regime has banned motorcycles with passengers,” a resident told
The Irrawaddy.

In a recently issued statement, the Pakokku People’s Revolution Committee said personnel at
military checkpoints in the township were abusing women both mentally and physically over
the way they dressed.

“Regime troops are violating human rights and the junta government must take responsibility
for these violations,” a committee spokesperson told The Irrawaddy.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-troops-punishing-women-for-
wearing-trousers.html

Bodies of six men found dumped a week after their arrest by junta soldiers

Only one of the victims was among a group of five individuals being sought by the military
during a search in Mandalay’s Myingyan Township last week

Han Thit | Published on Dec 16, 2022

Junta soldiers conduct security checks on a road near
Naypyitaw in February 2021 (STR/AFP via Getty Images)

The bodies of six men who were detained by regime
forces in Mandalay Region’s Myingyan Township last
week were discovered in three different locations on
Wednesday, according to a local resistance source.

The victims were all taken into custody in the village of
Ywar Thit last Tuesday by a column of around 60 junta soldiers searching for five individuals
named on a list, a spokesperson for the local anti-regime people’s committee told Myanmar
Now.
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After finding one of the men they were looking for—20-year-old Aung Zeyar Phyo—they
tortured him until he named five others who were also subsequently arrested, said the
spokesperson.

“They interrogated and tortured Aung Zeyar Phyo to the brink of death, until he finally gave
them the names of the others, who were not even on the list,” he said.

The others were identified as Aung Than Kyaw, Min Thu, and Kaung Kaung, who were all 20
years old, and Zaw Naing Win and Aung Naing Win, both in their 40s.

The bodies of Aung Naing Win and Zaw Naing Win were reportedly found west of Ywar Gyi, a
village about 15km east of the town of Myingyan, on Wednesday and the other four were
discovered the same day in two other places.

“Locals heard two cars in the area the night before, so we assumed that it was the military
dumping the bodies,” said the people’s committee spokesperson, adding that the bodies were
later collected by local social welfare groups.

Two of the bodies discovered near the village of Ywar Gyi in
Mandalay’s Myingyan Township on December 14 (Supplied)

The junta troops that captured and killed the six men also burned
down the houses of the four individuals that they were unable to
find.

“They ordered everyone in the village to come to the school with a list of their family members.
When they were unable to track down the people they were looking for, they set fire to their
houses,” said the spokesperson.

Badges on the shoulders of the soldiers indicated that they were from Light Infantry Division 88,
based in Magway, he added.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/bodies-of-six-men-found-dumped-a-week-after-their-
arrest-by-junta-soldiers

Karen Resistance Groups Claim Victories Over Myanmar Junta Forces
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 December 2022

At least six junta soldiers, including a major and captain, were killed in Kawkareik Township,
Karen State, on Friday in clashes with the Karen resistance, according to the groups.

The Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), the armed wing of Karen National Union (KNU),
and the allied White Tiger Column raided Infantry Battalion 231 near Tatar Kyo village in the
south of the township.
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Junta helicopters attacked during two hours of fighting, according to Myanmar’s civilian
National Unity Government. It said a member of the White Tiger Column was killed and another
injured.

Many regime troops are believed to have been killed and injured in the raid.

On Friday five hours of fighting broke out near a small town in the township when the Lion
Battalion Commando resistance group and allies organizations raided regime troops.

Six regime troops, including a major, captain and female soldier, were killed and there were no
resistance casualties, according to the Lion Battalion.

There had been no fighting in the area for a month.

On November 1 many regime troops attempted to attack the KNLA and resistance allies outside
Kawkareik town.

A Lion Battalion fighter was killed and regime forces retreated after sustaining heavy losses.

A heavy clash broke out in Kawkareik town on October 21 when Karen resistance groups
ambushed junta targets, including the district police office and an administrative office.

There were civilian casualties reported because of Infantry Battalion 97 shelling and junta
airstrikes.

By November, an estimated 7,227 clashes had been reported by the KNU in its territory in
Karen and Mon states and Bago and Tanintharyi regions.

It said 6,187 regime soldiers were killed and 4,985 injured and 30 resistance fighters were killed
and 60 injured.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/karen-resistance-groups-claim-
victories-over-myanmar-junta-forces.html

Military Council’s train loaded with weapons hit by landmine explosion wrecking four
carriages and killing 24 soldiers in Mon State

le yagaw | 16 December 2022

A train travelling from Thaton- to Bilin in Mon state, loaded with the Military Council’s
weapons and ammunition was hit by a land-mine from the KNU’s armed wing (Karen
National Union) at around 6:30 PM on December 13th. The KNU 1st Brigade confirmed that
24 Regime soldiers guarding the train were killed in the attack, carried out between Kali Kyun
and Ka Mai Chai villages in Thaton district.
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Two comrades of the Karen National Liberation
Army (KNLA) under KNU 1st Brigade organized this
precise mine attack on the train. The mine
explosion destroyed a section of the railway line
and 4 carriages. The regime forces took away the
dead bodies overnight, a KNU Brigade 1 official
said.

“The Military Council claimed it was a passenger
train that was attacked “ which the KNU official denounced as a “ big lie.” He reported, “In fact
the train was loaded with many weapons and a pile of ammunition. As far as we know, 24 of
their men died. A total of 30 soldiers were on the train. The railway was also damaged. But
there were no civilian casualties. All casualties were soldiers. They took the bodies away
overnight. The next morning, they took photos there for the record”, the KNU official told KIC.

The Military Council remained silent about the train attack, but the “Myanma Railway”
Facebook page posted that the Yangon-Mawlamyine train trips have been canceled as a result
of the attack on the “stone-carrying train.”

The Military Council often uses the Yangon-HpaAn-Mawlamyine highway to replenish its
manpower, and the KNU often conducts ambush attacks. This has prompted the junta forces to
use more civilian cars to travel on that road lately, according to the local sources.

https://karennews.org/2022/12/military-councils-train-loaded-with-weapons-hit-by-landmine-
explosion-wrecking-four-carriages-and-killing-24-soldiers-in-mon-state/

Nambhsan Village Destroyed By Shelling

By SHAN | December 16, 2022

Koong Sar temple.

Six days of fighting between the regime and the Ta’ang
National Liberation Army (TNLA) have destroyed almost all
the houses in a frontline village in Namhsan Township,
northern Shan State.

“Residents have fled Koong Sar after regime shells struck the
& village, totaling homes and the Buddhist monastery,” a
source fearing for her life told SHAN on condition of anonymity

Regime fighter jets, airships, and ground troops attacked TNLA forces entrenched in the
mountainous area between 7 and 12 December. More than 50 of the 60 houses in Koong Sar
were completely destroyed, while the rest came under partial fire.
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TNLA spokesperson Lt-Col Tar Aik Kyaw told SHAN he’s aware of the massive damages in Koong
Sar. At present, they have no “detailed plan for reconstruction”, he said, although they have
done so for other villages devastated by the conflict in the past. Responding to rumours that at
least 30 TNLA soldiers were also killed in the clashes, the spokesperson confirmed that there
were fatalities on both sides but he couldn’t say how many.

According to an anonymous source close to the armed group, the Ta’ang soldiers found the
bodies of 47 regime soldiers and captured 24 alive during a sweep of the battlefield near Koong
Sar on 13 December. Junta soldiers stationed at the Koong Sar Buddhist monastery were fired
upon by their comrades, the man told SHAN, adding that the airstrikes also damaged at least 7
houses in the village.

Villagers from Hu Mang and Peing Loung villages are among over 1,000 displaced by the
regime’s offensive and have fled to Namhsan town and other villages. At least 10 children and
30 elderly people who fled are currently missing and believed to be missing in the jungle.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25655

A ceremony to commission airplanes and helicopters into service held to mark the Diamond
Jubilee Air Force Day

PUBLISHED 16 DECEMBER 2022

In honour of Diamond Jubilee Air Force Day, a ceremony to
commission airplanes and helicopters into service was held
at the flying training base in Meikhtila station on December
15.

It was attended by SAC Chairman Senior-General Min Aung
Hlaing and wife Daw Kyu Kyu Hla, Commander-in-Chief
(Air) General Tun Aung and wife, Commander-in-Chief
(Navy) General Moe Aung and wife, retired commanders-in-chief (Air) and their wives, retired
commanders-in-chief (Navy) and their wives, union ministers and their wives, air base
commanders and invited guests.

At the ceremony, a total of 15 PT-6 airplanes including MTX-1A aircraft manufactured on the
test by Tatmadaw (Air) in a 75 shape flew over the pavilion to salute the Senior General.
Afterwards, Senior-General delivered an address. Then, Commander-in-Chief (Air) General Tun
Aung spoke words of thanks for the commissioning of the aircraft into Tatmadaw (Air) and Chief
of Staff (Air) Lt-Gen Zaw Win Myint announced the commissioning of aircraft and helicopters.

The Su-30 SME is the post-fourth generation multipurpose heavy fighter and Tatmadaw (Air)
uses it as the first-ever heavy fighter. FTC 2000G airplane is a light multipurpose fighter to be
used in air-to-air operations, air-to-surface operations, close aviation supporting fire,

Page 10 of 58


https://english.shannews.org/archives/25655

intercepting, and armed reconnaissance duties. Ka-28 sub-marine destroyer helicopter can be
used in searching and attacking submarines under-water and performing search and rescue
duties. FT-7 interceptor fighter and K-8W aero-plane can be used as training jet fighters and
light fighters in air-to-air operations, air-to-surface operations, close aviation supporting fire,
intercepting attacks, armed reconnaissance and training. Y-8 can be used as a transport plane
to transport VIPs, passengers, cargoes, parachuting, sea reconnaissance, and search and rescue
duties.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/a-ceremony-to-commission-airplanes-and-helicopters-into-
service-held-to-mark-the-diamond

US Senate passes defence bill authorising sanctions against Myanmar military and aid for
opposition

The bill commits the US government to providing support for anti-junta groups including EAOs,
PDFs, the NUG, and the NUCC, but precludes supplying weapons

Myanmar Now | Published on Dec 16, 2022

The US Capitol Building in Washington, seat of the US
Congress, as seen in November 2022

A bill broadening the US government’s authority to
sanction Myanmar’s coup regime and assist opposition
groups passed in the United States’ upper legislative
chamber by a vote of 83 to 11 on Thursday.

The latest National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), a bill
that sets spending priorities for the US Department of Defense each year, includes
amendments stating the US government’s support for ending military rule in Myanmar. The
legislation also authorises non-lethal support for ethnic armed organisations (EAOs), the
People’s Defence Force (PDF), and other groups fighting for that cause.

In a statement announcing the NDAA’s passage on Thursday, the Senate Armed Services
Committee made no mention of the Myanmar-related amendments.

Having passed in both houses of Congress, the bill will now be sent to US President Joseph
Biden for approval. The president is expected to sign it into law within days.

The process leading to the passage of this legislation was long and complicated.

Two months after the February 2021 military coup in Myanmar, earlier legislation was
introduced in the US Congress containing many of the same provisions, known as the Burma
Unified through Rigorous Military Accountability (BURMA) Act of 2021.
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The earlier BURMA Act of 2021 passed in the US House of Representatives, Congress’s lower
chamber, but was never brought to a vote in the upper chamber, the US Senate, and did not
become law.

Advocates and lawmakers then pushed to include parts of the 2021 bill as amendments to the
NDAA for fiscal year 2023, again using the shorthand “the BURMA Act” to refer to the
amendments.

The NDAA has passed in both chambers of Congress every year since 1961. The incorporation of
the BURMA Act into the defence bill practically ensured it would become law as a matter of
course.

The newly passed BURMA Act commits the US
government to providing “technical support and non-
lethal assistance” to EAOs, the PDF, and other “pro-
democracy movement organizations” fighting the
junta. The promised non-lethal assistance can include
intelligence sharing, battlefield medicine, and funds
for organisations facilitating military defections, but the “non-lethal” designation precludes
supplying arms.

Although the legislation does not expressly recognise the publicly mandated National Unity
Government (NUG), National Unity Consultative Council (NUCC), or Committee Representing
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH) as legitimate governing bodies, it does state the US government’s
support for these opposition entities by name.

Acting president of the NUG Duwa Lashi La released a statement hailing the legislation’s
passage and lauding its support for Myanmar’s opposition.

“The [BURMA] Act will provide much needed hope and support to the struggling people of our
country,” the NUG leader said. “We also thank the [Myanmar] diaspora and people of good
conscience across the US who worked tirelessly in support of this achievement. It is only
through working together with our brothers and sisters around the world that we will bring
democracy back to our people.”

The significance of this legislation for Myanmar remains to be seen. The effectiveness of non-
lethal assistance is especially uncertain given the junta’s pervasive use of deadly violence to
exert control.

Moreover, many sanctions authorised by the bill are discretionary rather than mandatory,
meaning that the US government has yet to decide which entities and individuals will be subject
to sanctions. The only mandatory sanctions, which must go into effect within 180 days of the
bill becoming law, are those targeting individual junta officials.
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The scope of the discretionary sanctions is therefore undetermined as yet and may be subject
to long deliberations. It remains unclear, for instance, whether sanctions will affect the
Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise, which anti-junta activists have long identified as a crucial
revenue source enabling the regime’s abuses.

Editor’s note: The US government adheres to a policy of referring to Myanmar by the older
name of “Burma.”

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/us-senate-passes-defence-bill-authorising-sanctions-
against-myanmar-military-and-aid-for

Myanmar’s NUG Praises Passage of US Burma Act
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 December 2022

The acting president of Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government (NUG) has applauded
the passage of the Burma Act through the US Congress — authorizing non-lethal aid to
resistance forces — as a major victory in the struggle for democracy.

“The Burma Act will provide much-needed hope and support to the struggling people of our
country,” Acting President Duwa Lashi La said in a statement on Friday. He thanked the US
Congress, the Burmese diaspora and those of good conscience across the US who worked to get
the bill approved.

“We look forward to President Biden soon signing it into law,” Duwa Lashi La said.

The Senate passed the Burma Act, part of the National Defense Authorization Act, to provide
aid to the NUG and its affiliates organizations, including the National Unity Consultative Council,
its people’s defense forces (PDFs) and ethnic armed organizations. But the authorized aid does
not include arms. The act also aims to expand sanctions against the regime and its related
businesses.

The legislation aims to prevent the junta gaining legitimacy and weapons and block its
businesses from operating internationally. It now needs to be signed into law by US President
Joe Biden.

The congressional approval was welcomed by pro-democracy forces as another blow against
the junta after ASEAN’s exclusion of junta chief Min Aung Hlaing from its summit.

“It is a very positive bill ... for the first time, officially and legally, the bill includes support for
PDFs and ethnic revolutionary organizations. It will be very helpful for the revolution,” NUG
spokesman U Kyaw Zaw told The Irrawaddy on Friday.

He said the NUG will work to implement the bill with the US government and Congress.
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According to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners rights group, the junta has killed
at least 2,604 people and arrested more than 16,500 since the February 2021 coup.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-nug-praises-passage-of-us-burma-
act.html

U.S. announces Rohingya resettlement programme

By Mizzima |

A Rohingya refugee mother with her baby walk on a road
along a makeshift camp in Kutubpalang, Ukhiya Cox Bazar
district, Bangladesh, 24 August 2022. Photo: EPA

The United States has announced the establishment of a

resettlement program for vulnerable Rohingya refugees in
collaboration with the Government of Bangladesh and the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

The programme, which will be part of the global U.S. Refugee Admissions Program is, according
to a U.S. Department of State press release, one element of a broader comprehensive response
to the Rohingya refugee crisis with the main focus on preparing the Rohingya for voluntary,
safe, dignified, and sustainable return.

The United States will consider for resettlement referrals submitted by the UNHCR.

According to the press release the United States is proud of its long-standing support for
displaced Rohingya, who have suffered genocide and crimes against humanity at the hands of
Burma’s military, and the U.S. has provided more than $1.9 billion in humanitarian assistance
for Rohingya refugees from Burma in Bangladesh and the region, those affected by ongoing
violence in Burma, and communities hosting refugees from Burma.

It also. says that in addition to supporting immediate basic needs, U.S. humanitarian assistance
strengthens the resilience, economic security, and dignity of refugees and host communities by
improving education and livelihood opportunities.

The United States is also supporting efforts to hold the perpetrators of the genocide and crimes
against humanity against Rohingya accountable and to ensure justice for the victims of these
atrocities.

According to the press release, the resettlement of the most vulnerable Rohingya from
Bangladesh reflects the United States ‘long-standing leadership on refugee resettlement in the
face of an unprecedented displacement crisis as record numbers of people around the world
have been forced to flee war, persecution, and instability.
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The U.S. also thanked the Government of Bangladesh for being a generous host of refugees and
for its support of this important resettlement initiative.

https://mizzima.com/article/us-announces-rohingya-resettlement-programme

EU backing ASEAN’s Myanmar 5PC plans
PUBLISHED 17 DECEMBER 2022

Foreign minister Prak Sokhonn (centre front), in his
capacity as the ASEAN chair’s Special Envoy on Myanmar,
addresses the Political and Security Committee of the EU on
December 14. MFAIC

The EU has pledged to continue its support for ASEAN
efforts to find peace in Myanmar, as the leaders of the two
regional blocs met to celebrate 45 years of dialogue

partnership.

“We remain deeply concerned over the crisis in Myanmar,” said a December 14 joint statement
as they gathered in Brussels, Belgium, for the ASEAN-EU Commemorative Summit.

They recalled Myanmar’s commitment to the ASEAN five-point consensus (5PC) during the
ASEAN leaders’ meeting on April 24 last year and urged its implementation in a timely manner,
in line with the position adopted at the November ASEAN Summit in Phnom Penh.

“The EU will continue to support ASEAN’s efforts to facilitate a peaceful solution in the interest
of the people of Myanmar, including through the work of the special envoy of the ASEAN chair
on Myanmar, in building confidence and trust with full access to all parties concerned, and
effective delivery of humanitarian assistance to the people of Myanmar, including those who
are the most in need, without discrimination,” added the statement.

The leaders reiterated their commitment to peace and stability in the region and continued to
call for the immediate cessation of violence in Myanmar, as well as the release of all political
detainees, including foreigners.

“We denounce the July executions of four opposition activists. We will redouble our collective
efforts to find a peaceful solution that reflects the commitment to human rights and
fundamental freedoms that is outlined in the ASEAN Charter,” said the statement.

The two regional blocs stressed the importance of Myanmar’s commitment to ensuring safety
and security for all communities in Rakhine state. They also called for the voluntary return of
displaced persons in a safe, secure, and dignified manner, in accordance with an agreement
between Myanmar and Bangladesh.
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Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation Prak Sokhonn, in his capacity as the
ASEAN chair’s special envoy, addressed a closed-door session of the political and security
committee of the EU.

He explained the difficulty of commencing a dialogue process in myanmar, given the vast gulf
that exists between the parties concerned, but that he had opened the door for a discussion
during his second visit.

“The EU commended Cambodia’s efforts and the work of the Special Envoy in advancing the
5PC and reiterated their commitment to support ASEAN’s centrality and its leading role in
helping Myanmar return to democratic path the earliest possible,” said the a foreign ministry
press release.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/eu-backing-aseans-myanmar-5pc-plans
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