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Seven PDF fighters shot dead in Sagaing’s Wetlet Township

More civilians reported dead as Myanmar military continues terrorising Sagaing
communities
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Myanmar’s Civilian Govt Says No Talks With Junta Until It Stops Killing Civilians, Quits Politics
By THE IRRAWADDY | 2 December 2022

The acting president of Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government (NUG), Duwa Lashi La,
said the NUG would consider entering a dialogue with the military regime only if it stopped
killing civilians, guaranteed its withdrawal from politics and agreed to abolish the 2008
constitution.

In addition, the acting president said, the military must not interfere in the distribution of
international humanitarian aid to citizens, and the international community would have to
serve as a mediator to facilitate the implementation of the first three points, Duwa Lashi La
added at a Reuters Next conference aired on Thursday.

“The people have already demonstrated their will that they will not support dialogue with the
junta at any cost. However, for the sake of the people and the country, the NUG government is
finding out the necessary means,” he said.

“We already have taken into account that the junta would hold onto power by any means,
despite the deaths of civilians or even if the country collapsed.”

Speaking from an undisclosed location in Myanmar, the acting president added that to push the
regime to come to the dialogue table, the revolutionary government requires anti-aircraft
weapons, because the regime has mostly relied on air strikes to crush the resistance.

“If we had anti-aircraft weapons, it’s safe to say that we could win in six months. They would
have to attend the table for dialogues. They would also [have to] accept the ASEAN [Association
of Southeast Asian Nations] proposals. They would also follow the demands of the US, EU and
other countries. [Otherwise] they won’t accept or follow at all,” he added.

The Myanmar regime has been struggling to combat a nationwide popular armed resistance
movement since the coup last year. Nearly two years on, the junta still can’t properly control
the country, but has responded to the resistance with air strikes, shelling and torching of
villages in resistance strongholds.

Founded after the coup by lawmakers from the ousted National League for Democracy (NLD)
and their ethnic allies, the NUG enjoys the support of a majority of Myanmar people at home
and abroad. So far it has formed over 300 battalions of its armed wing, the People’s Defense
Force (PDF).

Despite the international calls for constructive dialogue among all parties concerned in order to
seek a peaceful solution, junta leader Min Aung Hlaing has ruled out negotiations with regime
opponents including the NUG and the PDF, which it has declared as terrorist organizations.

The NUG acting president urged the world to support Myanmar’s ongoing revolution against
military rule.
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“If only we received the same support that Ukraine receives from US and EU, the sufferings of
the people who are being slaughtered would cease at once... | would appreciate it if anyone or
any country who could be in our shoes could help us as soon as possible,” he added.

Around 2,000 PDF members, mostly young people, have been killed in battles with the junta
while the regime has lost nearly 25,000 troops.

“We regard [the deaths] as the price we must pay,” said Duwa Lashi La.

The 72-year-old, an ethnic Kachin and Christian, and his family have been forced to flee their
home for their safety, and all of their properties were seized by the military regime.

“l have no idea when | will give up my life,” he said. “It is up to God’s will. | am already
committed to sacrificing anything for my country,” he said.

The Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, a rights group that has been monitoring the
unrest, said that so far, more than 2,500 civilians have been killed and around 14,000 arrested
unlawfully.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmars-civilian-govt-says-no-
talks-with-junta-until-it-stops-killing-civilians-quits-politics.html

Seven PDF fighters shot dead in Sagaing’s Wetlet Township

Junta troops captured the victims alive and later executed them, according to a member of
their group

Thura Maung | Published on Dec 2, 2022

Shwebo District PDF fighters seen in Wetlet Township in July
(Wetlet PDF)

Regime forces shot and killed seven members of a People’s
Defence Force (PDF) group in Sagaing Region’s Wetlet
Township on Wednesday, according to resistance sources.

The incident occurred while the PDF members were setting
explosives near Yay Htwet, a village located about 15km west of the town of Wetlet, a
spokesperson for the Wetlet PDF told Myanmar Now.

“It wasn’t exactly a clash. Our men were trying to set up an attack when they were surrounded
by a backup unit of junta soldiers,” said the spokesperson.

The victims, who were not identified by name, were all in their 20s and members of Battalion 1
of the Shwebo District PDF, he added.
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According to a member of their group, the seven PDF fighters were captured alive by the junta
unit of around 60 soldiers and later executed.

“We only had light weapons, and they kept firing at us with heavy weapons. We tried to fight
back, but seven of us were captured alive and then fatally shot at close range,” he said.

A photo shared on pro-junta social media accounts shows
weapons seized from the Shwebo District PDF on November 30

The army column, which had been carrying out attacks on villages
along the Shwebo-Mandalay road, also seized five rifles from the
resistance forces, he added.

The bodies of the victims were cremated after being retrieved
later the same day, according to the Shwebo District PDF member.

Photos shared on pro-regime social media accounts showed that three of the PDF fighters had
been shot in the head, but the injuries of the other four could not be clearly seen.

The day before the incident, two members of a local defence team were captured and killed by
junta scouts in Mauk Kyo, a village about 3km from Yay Htwet.

“They got caught when they ran into the scouts, who had stayed behind after the rest of their
column left,” said the PDF member.

Last month, junta troops carried out a series of raids on villages in Wetlet and neighbouring
townships that left at least 14 people, including a 14-year-old boy and other civilians, dead.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/seven-pdf-fighters-shot-dead-in-sagaings-wetlet-
township

More civilians reported dead as Myanmar military continues terrorising Sagaing communities

The number of casualties from a junta campaign through Khin-U Township continues to grow
as locals uncover new victims and the army targets more villages

Thura Maung | Published on Dec 2, 2022

A cremation ceremony is held on November 25 for six
resistance fighters from Mone Hla who were killed in a
clash with regime forces (Supplied)

Several more civilian deaths have been reported in Khin-
U as Myanmar military troops perpetrate a series of air
and ground attacks on communities in the besieged
Sagaing Region township.
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Three military columns began raiding villages in western Khin-U on November 15 in a campaign
that has included multiple aerial assaults, reducing hundreds of homes to ashes and killing an
estimated 14 residents and 10 resistance fighters, according to sources within local anti-junta
defence forces.

“Some elderly people died in the burning houses, and others were killed after being arrested.
Some children were shot dead while they tried to flee the raids,” said Lu Chaw, the
spokesperson for the Khin-U People’s Defence Team (PDT).

Over the past week, Myanmar Now reported on the casualties of seven local resistance
members and five civilians in attacks on the villages of Mone Hla and Kan Tharyar. Among the
slain civilians were two boys, aged nine and 14, both shot dead by Myanmar army soldiers.

On Monday, it was learned that there were at least one dozen more fatalities during these
assaults, most of whom were civilians from other nearby villages including Myin Daung and
Myit Taw.

Myanmar Now was only able to gather further information about half of these victims.

Map indicating the routes of junta columns and
subsequent raids of villages in western Khin-U Township

Kantbalu Township

o The deaths occurred after a joint force of two military
/“E%Cq R A—— columns entered western Khin-U from neighbouring
S . Kanbalu Township to the north; the occupation led to an
‘ outbreak of fighting in Mone Hla on November 23
between junta soldiers and local resistance forces and
= involving airstrikes by the regime.

Both sides suffered casualties, including the death of at least six guerrilla fighters.

It was previously reported that 40-year-old civilian Daw Mya was killed by junta artillery fire
while fleeing from Mone Hla, but another man in his 50s named Phoe Tauk from the same
community was later also reported dead.

The next day—November 24—the joint Myanmar army column travelled south, and for one
night occupied the village of Thar Wut Hti, more than two miles from Mone Hla. The soldiers
joined a third column that had marched from Khin-U town and were linked to the shooting of
the 14-year-old boy in Kan Tharyar during their advance.

The joint column from Kanbalu continued their southbound route until they arrived in Myin
Daung, around four miles from Thar Wut Hti. They occupied the village for three days, until
November 28, before departing towards Ye-U Township to the west.

Most of Myin Daung’s residents fled, returning only after the soldiers had left, at which time
they discovered three charred bodies inside a village shop.

Page 5 of 44


https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/as-sagaing-attacks-continue-myanmar-juntas-scorched-earth-tactics-earn-wwii-comparison
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/nine-year-old-among-seven-killed-in-junta-raid-on-birthplace-of-myanmar-archbishop
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/14-year-old-boy-and-resistance-fighter-killed-in-khin-u

“| suspect that they were burned to death because the bodies were found with their arms
wrapped around each other,” a Myin Daung local said.

The resident confirmed that the corpses belonged to three men who had lived in Myin Daung,
identified as Nay Soe, 32; Ko Zaw, 48; and Tin Win Myint, 53.

Two burned bodies of Myin Daung locals are seen on
November 28 (Supplied)

On November 25, the column from Khin-U left for the
village of Myit Taw in the southeast. A 65-year-old local
man, Hla Win, was reportedly shot dead by the soldiers
there, according to Lu Chaw of the Khin-U Township PDT.

“The old man was walking with a cane and the soldiers shot him from behind,” the resistance
group’s spokesperson told Myanmar Now.

After spending one night in Myit Taw, the troops left for Kan Thit on November 26, where 19-
year-old resistance fighter Phoe Si Win was reportedly killed in a clash with the regime soldiers.

A local health facility in Myin Daung village after a junta
raid (Supplied)

Fighting has broken out in Khin-U on a daily basis in recent
weeks, according to a member of the third battalion of the
Shwebo District chapter of the People’s Defence Force
(PDF), which is based in the township. Around 20,000
Khin-U residents have been forced by the military campaign to flee their homes.

The battle in Mone Hla was the most severe of these incidents, said the PDF member, who
participated in the fight.

“The air force opened fire for nearly an hour while the ground troops made steady advances,”
he told Myanmar Now. “[The resistance] doesn’t have much firepower. We really have to be
careful of using our firepower if we have multiple fights happening.”

“We have the courage to shoot them, but not the bullets,” he said.

Editor’s note: PDTs, known by the Burmese acronym of Pa Ka Pha, are township-based
resistance units under the direct command of the publicly mandated National Unity
Government’s defence ministry.

Additional reporting by Moe Oo

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/more-civilians-reported-dead-as-myanmar-military-
continues-terrorising-sagaing-communities
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Myanmar’s Archbishop calls for dialogue after military raid on his home village

Nine people were killed, including a 7-year-old, in the attack on the majority Christian tract.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.12.02

Charles Maung Bo, Cardinal, archbishop of Yangon, attends
the ceremony of interfaith prayer service in Yangon,
Myanmar, Oct. 10, 2017. Reuters

Myanmar’s Catholic Archbishop has called for a peaceful
solution to the country’s political crisis following a brutal
attack by the military on his home village in embattled

Sagaing region, despite public criticism over his dealings

with the junta.

Speaking to RFA Burmese on Thursday, Cardinal Charles Maung Bo, Archbishop of the
Catholic Episcopal Church of Myanmar, said he was deeply saddened by the bloody Nov. 23
raid on his home village of Mon Hla in Sagaing’s Khin-U township.

A 7-year-old child, a 40-year-old woman, and a 30-year-old man — all civilians — were killed in
the fighting as more than 200 military troops launched a joint land and air attack on the
village.

Six members of the anti-junta People’s Defense Force were also killed in the fighting, and
military troops set fires that destroyed more than 200 of the village’s 700 buildings in the
raid, including a church and school built with donations from the religious leader.

A member of the Khin-U Township PDF told RFA at the time that fighters with his group
returned fire to defend Mon Hla, stopping the military’s advance, but attack helicopters
were sent to the area to assist the troops, allowing them to enter the village.

The raid followed one in May, when troops attacked Chaung Yoe in Taze township and Chan
Thar in Ye-U township — two other Christian-majority villages in the area. In total, nearly 500
buildings were destroyed and some 6,000 people were forced to flee their homes for safety.

Cardinal Bo told RFA that the attack on Mon Hla had left him “grief-stricken,” and he called
for an end to the violence that has left at least 2,553 civilians dead since the military seized
power in a Feb. 1, 2021 coup, according to Thailand’s Assistance Association for Political
Prisoners (Burma).

“We can never find any solution through war,” he said.
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“It is of great importance to tame our mind and stay humble and not to choose the path of
war and killings to find a solution,” he said. “War brings us only death and destruction. It
pollutes the wholesome state of mind in human nature.”

The majority of the 3,000 residents of Mon Hla village, the birthplace of Cardinal Bo, are
Christians of Portuguese descent, known as the Bayingyi.

Bayingyi have been living in Mon Hla, Chaung Yoe, and Chan Thar — three villages along the
Chindwin and Mu rivers, since the beginning of the 17th century, during the reign of
Myanmar’s King Thalon.

The junta has yet to release any information about last month’s attack on Mon Hla.
Motives questioned

Thursday marked the third time Cardinal Bo has called for an end to violence, following

an open letter he sent to the junta in March 2021 amid the military’s brutal crackdown on
anti-coup protests and a plea for junta troops to stop targeting religious sites in May this
year, after four people were killed by artillery fire while sheltering inside a Catholic church in
the Kayah state capital Loikaw.

While some have welcomed Cardinal Bo’s call for an end to violence in Myanmar, others
have questioned his motives after he appeared in public with junta chief Senior Gen. Min
Aung Hlaing during Christmas last year, provoking a strong outcry.

The archbishop also came under fire last year after pictures of him cutting a cake with the
regime leader were circulated on social media.

In an interview with America Magazine’s Jesuit Review marking the one-year anniversary of
the coup, Cardinal Bo said that while the leak of the photos to the media was “unfortunate,”
he did not regret his actions, which he said he took in the pursuit of peace.

“That was out of our control, once | had agreed to the meeting. But | was very candid in my
intention,” he said at the time.

“l do not regret it in any way. We need to engage the major stakeholders in this country,” he
said. “From day one of the political shift, | sought to meet both the democracy leaders and
the army. The invitation was always there.”

Cardinal Bo said of the meeting with Min Aung Hlaing that it entailed a “long private
conversation on that occasion in which he promised many things,” without providing further
details.

In the interview he acknowledged that “the photos conveyed quite a different message”
than what he had agreed to the meeting for, and that “it was not to the liking of some,” but
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he said he remains hopeful for “good results in the long run, at a time when resolution can
be found through dialogue.”

Cardinal Bo was among six Christian leaders who invited public criticism after Min Aung
Hlaing bestowed honorary titles on them during a ceremony to mark Myanmar’s 102nd
National Day on Nov. 17 this year.

It was unclear whether the archbishop’s view of the junta had changed following this week’s
attack on Mon Hla village.

According to a report released in October by the United Nations Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs, at least 612,400 residents of Sagaing region have fled their homes
due to armed conflict since the military coup.

Translated by Myo Min Aung. Edited by Joshua Lipes and Malcolm Foster.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/archbishop-12022022190251.html

Local resistance coalition attacks junta troops in southern Myanmar

The allied groups target a known militia stronghold where junta troops were also stationed in
what they say is their first collaborative assault

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Dec 2, 2022

An assault rifle seized by the Crocodile Column (left) and
an ammunition belt belonging to a regime soldier (right)
are seen after the December 1 clash in Palaw Township
(Crocodile Column)

A coalition of local resistance forces called the Crocodile
Column launched a lethal assault on Myanmar military

: troops stationed in a village in Tanintharyi Region’s Palaw
Township on Thursday, a spokesperson for the alliance said.

A statement from Crocodile Column, which is allied with the publicly mandated National Unity
Government (NUG), described the ambush on 30 junta troops and military-backed Pyu Saw
Htee militia members in Htamin Ma Sar village at noon, and the five-hour battle that ensued.

“We divided into two groups, entered the village, and clashed with them in the south, where
the junta security forces were deployed,” Mya Zan, Crocodile Column’s spokesperson, told
Myanmar Now on Friday morning. “We managed to kill one of them inside a hut. Then, they
fired back from the schools and pagodas in the middle of the village.”
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Three other junta soldiers were severely injured and another was captured alive, he said.
Crocodile Column members also seized one MA-1 assault rifle and ammunition.

Htamin Ma Sar village is a known stronghold of Pyu Saw Htee militia forces, located 12 miles
north of Palaw town on the road connecting Dawei and Myeik in the coastal region of
Tanintharyi.

“They abuse and threaten the villagers. That’s why we launched the attack,” Mya Zan said of
the militia and army personnel stationed in Htamin Ma Sar.

Some 20 junta soldiers who had been stationed in nearby villages arrived at the scene of the
clash as reinforcements when fighting broke out on Thursday, and a junta unit based in Pyay
Char, five miles north of Htamin Ma Sar, also fired heavy artillery shells at the site.

While the Crocodile Column troops managed to withdraw after the attack, the military
continued shelling the area in pursuit of the guerrilla fighters.

The resistance column said in its statement that it had suffered no casualties in the incident and
had torched three buildings in Htamin Ma Sar where regime forces had been stationed.

At the time of reporting, the military had not released any information on recent clashes in
southern Myanmar.

In a separate statement published on Friday, the Crocodile Column explained that it, as a
coalition, was borne “out of necessity on the ground,” and intended to unify anti-junta defence
forces in Tanintharyi. It also noted that it would abide by policies imposed by the NUG.

Throughout the nearly two years since the February 2021 coup, Tanintharyi Region, which has a
heavy military presence, has seen several clashes between regime forces and local guerrilla
groups.

However, the Crocodile Column described Thursday’s operation as the first in which several
area resistance forces had collaborated on a single mission.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/local-resistance-coalition-attacks-junta-troops-in-
southern-myanmar

Rakhine Ceasefire Puts Pressure on Other Groups Battling Myanmar Junta
By YUZANA | 2 December 2022

A recent ceasefire between Myanmar’s military regime and the Arakan Army (AA) in Rakhine
State has sparked concern among other revolutionary forces that the junta will redeploy troops
to launch offensives in their areas.
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The junta and the ethnic armed organization agreed to a temporary ceasefire last week to
address local food and medicine shortages after junta troops blocked supply routes. The
ceasefire was brokered by the chairman of Japan’s Nippon Foundation, Yohei Sasakawa, who is
close to junta chief Min Aung Hlaing.

Sasakawa also mediated the previous ceasefire between the Myanmar military and the AA
ahead of the November 2020 general election, after two years of intense fighting. That truce
held even after the military coup in February last year triggered a nationwide revolt against
junta rule by other ethnic armed forces and local resistance forces.

However, clashes in Rakhine flared again in May after the junta began arresting civilians and
blocking the flow of goods, said the AA. Seven months on, both sides have agreed a temporary
truce for humanitarian relief.

Impact on other revolutionary forces
The Myanmar military has deployed about 40,000 soldiers in Rakhine State, according to AA.

The troop deployment is large for a regime army that has been depleted by years of defections
and rising casualties from battles with resistance forces across the country since 2021.

Regime troops from the Ayeyarwady Region Coast Guard and four Light Infantry Divisions — the
11th, 22nd, 77th and 55th — have deployed in Rakhine State.

The 11th and 22nd Light Infantry Divisions are stationed in Buthidaung township and northern
Maungdaw while the 55th is based in southern Paletwa, between Paletwa and Kyauktaw
township. The four divisions are from Yangon Region, Bago Region, Southern Shan State and
Karen State, respectively.

PDF troops in Karenni (Kayah) State.

Troops from the 19th Military Operations Command have set
up a base in northern Paletwa.

Junta forces in Rakhine have also been swelled by rebadged
Western Command soldiers from other light infantry
divisions, especially in Ann township, according to AA
spokesperson Khaing Thukha.

The longer the ceasefire holds, the more likely the junta will divert troops from Rakhine to
neighboring Chin State and Magwe and Sagaing regions, where it is targeting both civilians and
armed resistance groups in a fierce struggle for control.

“This is a chance for the military to gather its strength. If the ceasefire holds for a long time, it
may harm both the public and resistance forces in our areas,” Ko Wai Gyi, a representative of
Yesagyo People’s Defense Force in Magwe Region, told The Irrawaddy.
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A spokesperson for Chin Defense Force (Paletwa) also voiced concern over the Rakhine
ceasefire, adding the resistance group was short of weapons and ammunition.

Members of the Chin Defense Force (Paletwa) in training.

“Paletwa is the nearest [Chin] township to Rakhine State.
It’s really worrying, ” he told The Irrawaddy.

Any ceasefire between the military and a powerful armed
force weakened the revolution, said Ko Nway Oo, a

| spokesperson for the Civil Defence and Security

:,za Organization in Myaung Township, Sagaing Region.

“If the military doesn’t have to use troops on one front, it can use them on the other front. So,
we need to prepare a strategy to respond,” Ko Nway Oo told The Irrawaddy.

There is also criticism of the AA for calling a ceasefire when people across the country have
risen against the military.

The AA spokesperson responded that it had already explained the reason for the ceasefire and
welcomed different opinions.

“Intense wars in any country are interrupted by ceasefires if they become necessary. Those
who have spoken out with different views will soon come to understand [this ceasefire],”
Khaing Thukha said.

Doubts about redeployment

Although resistance forces and civilians are worried about possible offensives in other regions
following the ceasefire, the junta cannot afford to withdraw its troops from Rakhine, according
to an observer of military affairs.

“Since the truce is just a mutual understanding not backed by a written agreement, fighting
could resume at any time. So, the military will not dare to withdraw its troops from Rakhine
State,” said the observer, who requested anonymity for safety reasons.

Moreover, junta naval forces in coastal Rakhine State cannot switch to other battlegrounds.
Only the regime air force could redeploy to other regions, he added.

The defense minister of the parallel civilian National Unity Government (NUG) agrees with that
assessment. U Yee Mon told Radio Free Asia that he doubted the junta could redeploy soldiers
from Rakhine to other battlefronts.

“There will be a few changes in troop arrangements. But, pulling all of its troops out of Rakhine
and sending them to other fronts seems unlikely, “U Yee Mon said.
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He said the NUG also believes the AA will not abandon the revolution and is sure the ceasefire
is temporary.

Message from resistance forces

Resistance forces have nevertheless been urged to prepare for the possibility of heavy regime
offensives in their regions.

On the other hand, the ceasefire won’t have a serious impact on the ongoing anti-regime
resistance movement, Ko Nway Oo and Ko Wai Gyi said.

“The sooner the whole country participates in the revolution, the sooner the revolution will be
over. Even if the whole country can’t participate in the revolution, it is better to expand the war
front,” said Ko Wai Gyi from the Yesagyo People’s Defense Force in Magwe.

He also asked the NUG to negotiate with ethnic armed organizations to expand the war of
resistance against military rule.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/aa-ceasefire-puts-pressure-on-other-groups-
battling-myanmar-junta.html

Military launches major assault on Kokang base on China-Myanmar border

For three days, the MNDAA says that the Myanmar army fired heavy weapons at their base
near the town of Chin Shwe Haw

Nyein Swe | Published on Dec 2, 2022

Kokang troops are seen attending the funeral of MNDAA
founder Peng Jiasheng in Mong La, eastern Shan State in
March 2022 (The Kokang)

Junta forces carried out a three-day attack this week on
a base of the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance
Army (MNDAA) located in Laukkai Township on northern
Shan State’s border with China, the ethnic Kokang armed
organisation said in a Thursday statement.

On Sunday afternoon, some 90 junta personnel—including both Myanmar army soldiers and
members of the military-backed Pyu Saw Htee militia—reportedly began the assault on the site
at the base of Nam Pha hill near the town of Chin Shwe Haw, 20 miles south of Laukkai’s
administrative centre.
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The attack continued through the late afternoon on Tuesday, with the MNDAA claiming that 12
Myanmar military troops were killed in total, among whom were two squadron commanders.
Eight, including a battalion commander, were injured.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify the MNDAA’s figures regarding deaths and
injuries on the side of the military.

The armed group did not release information on casualties among its own members, but said
they buried the slain junta soldiers, who were found scattered throughout the Chin Shwe Haw
area. They also seized weapons and ammunition which had been left behind.

In its statement, the MNDAA did not comment on whether there were casualties among its
own members.

During the assault on the Nam Pha hill base, the junta also reportedly sent in around 500
reinforcements.

A 50-year-old resident of the Chin Shwe Haw area said that he could hear the fighting from the
town.

“We could occasionally hear heavy weapons going off, but we didn’t hear many gunshots,” he
told Myanmar Now, adding that the battle seemed “very serious.”

Several local news outlets reported that junta units stationed in Laukkai fired both heavy and
light weapons into the Chin Shwe Haw area during the early morning hours on Wednesday.
However, two local sources in the town said that by later in the day fighting appeared to have
ceased, noting that the military was believed to have withdrawn from the area around Nam Pha
hill.

Myanmar army troops blocked roads and set up checkpoints to search vehicles entering and
exiting Laukkai on Wednesday morning, according to locals.

On November 15 and 16, the MNDAA also reported engaging in clashes near Nam Pon village in
Lashio Township with the junta’s Infantry Battalion 291 under Military Operations Command
16.

The military council has not released any information on recent battles in northern Shan State.

In mid-December of last year, the MNDAA—as part of the Federal Political Negotiation and
Consultative Committee, a coalition of seven ethnic armed organisations—met with
representatives of the Myanmar military in Mongla, eastern Shan State.

The agenda and results of the meeting were not disclosed. Days later, the military launched a
major offensive against the Kokang armed group in the Mong Ko area of Muse Township, also
located along the Chinese border.
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The MNDAA is also a member of the Brotherhood Alliance, which includes the Ta’ang National
Liberation Army and the Arakan Army. The Arakan Army entered into an informal truce with
the Myanmar military in late November.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-launches-major-assault-on-kokang-base-on-
china-myanmar-border

Myanmar Junta Forces Lose 10 Dead in Shan State Clashes
By THE IRRAWADDY | 2 December 2022

Myanmar’s military regime suffered at least 10 fatalities in fighting earlier this week with the
Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) in Shan State, the ethnic armed
organization (EAO) told The Irrawaddy.

The Myanmar military and the MNDAA have been clashing since November 27 to the north of
Chin Shwe Haw Town in northern Shan State’s Laukkaing Township.

An officer from the MNDAA information department said: “According to our intelligence, the
Myanmar military has been waiting for an opportunity to attack us. The MNDAA did not suffer
any casualties.”

Junta soldiers killed in fighting with the MNDAA / The
Kokang

The MNDAA added that two regime company
commanders were among the 10 soldiers killed in
fighting on Tuesday, while a battalion commander was
wounded. The Irrawaddy could not verify casualties independently, while the junta has said
nothing about the fighting.

Around 500 junta troops gathered in Chin Shwe Haw on the border with China, before attacking
the MNDAA base in Mt. Nam Pha, according to the MNDAA information department.

Military analysts said Mt. Nam Pha is located between Lone Htan Village and Chin Shwe Haw in
the south of Laukkaing Township.

B Junta soldiers killed in fighting with the MNDAA / The
Kokang

Regime troops and the pro-junta Kokang Border Guard
Force (BGF) attacked the MNDAA base in three columns,
said the MNDAA information department.
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Kokang BGF is based in the Kokang Self-administered Zone in northern Shan State and is
headed by the pro-military ethnic Kokang businessman Liu Zhangxiao.

On Wednesday, the MNDAA carried out surprise attacks on two rear bases of the Myanmar
military. The two sides also clashed on Thursday.

Junta soldiers killed in fighting with the MNDAA / The
Kokang

The MNDAA has criticized the military regime for having
no genuine desire for peace, despite proclaiming a
unilateral ceasefire with EAOs on March 1. The junta
said the ceasefire would continue until December 31.

“It appears that the two sides will fight again and that they are preparing for war,” said a
military analyst.

From early July 2021 to March this year, MNDAA fighters were involved in hundreds of clashes
with regime forces around Mongkoe to the west of the Salween River. Mongkoe is a town
crucial to the border trade with China. Fighting has now erupted to the east of the Salween
River in the Kokang Self-administered Zone.

The MNDAA established a new brigade, Brigade 611, earlier this year as it attempts to return to
Kokang, which it was driven out of in 2009 by a Myanmar military offensive.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-junta-forces-lose-10-dead-
in-shan-state-clashes.html

SAC’s soldiers providing security for militia mining firm in northern Shan State

By SHAN | December 2, 2022

g4 Backhoe clearing land at the mining area. Photo: Mongyai
| Youth

| SAC soldiers from Northeastern Command (Lashio) providing
| security for militia mining firm at Hoya tract. It situates
between Tangyarn and Mongyai townships, northern Shan
State. Hoya tract is the resource-rich area, the forest and the
Namlong river are lifeline for the local people.

“The mining firm belongs to Manpang People Militia. Now, they are using backhoe clearing
land. There were about 40 SAC'’s soldiers providing security at the place”, said a local source.

Page 16 of 44


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-junta-forces-lose-10-dead-in-shan-state-clashes.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-junta-forces-lose-10-dead-in-shan-state-clashes.html
https://english.shannews.org/archives/author/shannews

According to the local source, the militia group got concession do mining through bribing and
pay tribute to the Northeastern commander so that SAC’s soldiers provide security.

For security concern, villagers do not confront and oppose mining firm at the area but issue the
letter. A source said, “There is no informed consent from the militia group. We oppose the
mining firm by sending letter local authority but there is no response and progress”.

Hoya tract comprises over 20 villages. The livelihood of the people have been relied on the
forest and Namlong river for their agriculture. The local people concern about the damaged
ecosystem will affect their lives in the future.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25626

Over 40 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Two Days of Clashes With Resistance
By THE IRRAWADDY | 2 December 2022

At least 44 regime forces were killed in the last two days as People’s Defense Force groups
(PDFs) escalated their attacks on regime targets across the country.

Incidents were reported in Sagaing, Mandalay and Magwe regions.

The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant attacks from PDFs.
Some military casualty figures could not be independently verified.

32 regime forces killed in a series of daring attacks by PDF groups in Sagaing

At least 32 regime forces were killed in a series of four clashes in Shwebo Township, Sagaing
Region on Thursday when eight PDF groups attacked a military detachment of 130 regime
forces raiding villages, claimed the Fire Dragon PDF group, which joined the attacks..

The clash started near Kyat Yoe Taw Village at 7:30 a.m. when the groups attacked the regime
forces. During the clash, 10 regime forces were killed.

Ten more soldiers were killed at 8:30 a.m. on that morning as the fighting continued near Kyee
Kan Village.

The PDF group claimed to have killed another five junta soldiers in further fighting near the
village at 10 a.m.

Moreover, seven regime forces were killed as a clash between the military detachment and the
combined resistance force broke out near a school at Nyaung Pin Thar Village nearby.

In the clash, three PDF fighters were injured by junta explosives. After sustaining heavy losses,
the regime forces torched houses in three villages and retreated to their base, the Fire Dragon
group said.
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Heavy clashes break out in Sagaing

The military junta used fighter jets to bomb combined resistance forces from Tigyaing and
Indaw townships on Thursday morning after their ground troops were attacked by the PDF
groups near Lay Thar Village in Tigyaing Township, reported local media outlet The 74 Media
citing PDF members.

The PDF groups have been attacking a military detachment of over 100 troops that has been
raiding and burning villages in the township since Nov. 26.

The regime forces have burned down five villages in the township since Nov. 25.

On Thursday morning, two junta fighter jets conducted air strikes near Lay Thar Village and Alal
Taw Village, said Tigyaing Revolution, a media wing of the Tigyaing-PDF groups.

Regime forces shelled in Sagaing

Resistance group Area 71 Defense Force said it and three other PDF groups jointly used fifty 90-
mm, 60-mm and 40-mm improvised mortar shells to bombard regime forces including pro-
regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members stationed at Taw Pu Village in Monywa Township,
Sagaing Region on Wednesday night.

After being shelled, the regime forces also indiscriminately responded with firearms. Military
casualties resulting from the shelling are not yet known.

All PDF fighters escaped from the area without casualties, the PDF group said.
Ten junta soldiers killed by PDF mine ambushes in Mandalay

Local resistance force Nat Soe PDF claimed to have killed a total of 10 regime forces in two
land-mine ambushes against regime forces in Madaya Township, Mandalay Region on
Wednesday.

At 12:30 p.m. on Wednesday afternoon, at least two regime forces were killed and 25 others
injured in the township when the PDF groups used two land mines to ambush a military convoy
of five vehicles on a bridge.

The PDF group also used land mines to ambush 12 regime forces entering Taung Kan Village. In
the attacks, eight soldiers were killed and four escaped from the area, the PDF group claimed.

Regime forces attempting to repair power line ambushed in Magwe

Many regime forces are believed to have been killed and injured in Pauk Township, Magwe
Region on Wednesday and Thursday when combined local resistance forces ambushed regime
forces trying to repair a power line supplying electricity to the military’s weapons production
factories in the township, Myaing-PDF group, which was involved in the ambush, told local
media outlets.
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The two factories in Pauk and nearby Kyaw town stopped their production on Nov. 26 as the
combined PDF groups used mines to blow up their power lines.

At 5 a.m. on Thursday, a clash broke out with the PDF groups after 50 regime forces were
ambushed with land mines near the exploded power lines.

PDF groups saw the bodies of four soldiers being taken away in military vehicles after the
ambush, a representative of Myaing-PDF said.

Six regime forces were also injured on Wednesday when the PDF groups attacked junta troops
in three military vehicles trying to repair the power line.

A PDF video shows PDF fighters engaging in a clash with regime forces.
Two junta soldiers killed in Magwe

Improvised land mines and bombs produced by Myaing Garuda-PDF. / Myaing
Garuda-PDF

Two regime soldiers were killed and two others injured in Myaing Township,
Magwe Region on Thursday when three PDF groups jointly used land mines to
attack four regime patrols near a hospital in Kaing Taw Ma Village, said Myaing
Garuda PDF, which was involved in the ambush.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/over-40-myanmar-junta-forces-
killed-in-two-days-of-clashes-with-resistance.html

UN rights chief slams Myanmar death penalty cases

More than 130 people have been sentenced to death in secretive military courts since the
coup, UN says.

Alex Willemyns for RFA | 2022.12.02

Volker Tirk, the new UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights, is pictured in a May 29, 2015, file photo. AP/Charles
Dharapak

More than 130 people have been sentenced to death in
secret closed-door trials held by Myanmar’s military junta
since it seized power last year, a top U.N. official said
Friday, calling the pattern a “political tool to crush

opposition.”

The closed-door trials are a violation of people’s basic right to due process and a fair
trial, U.N. human rights chief Volker Tiirk said.
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Death sentences have been handed out to 139 people since the military seized power, Tiirk
said, with the regime carrying out its first executions in about three decades in July.

“The military continues to hold proceedings in secretive courts in violation of basic principles
of fair trial and contrary to core judicial guarantees of independence and impartiality,” Tirk
said, calling for a suspension of the use of the death penalty.

The comments came after at least seven student activists were sentenced to death on
Wednesday, with sources telling Radio Free Asia their execution was set for Dec. 7. The junta
accuses them killing a retired army officer at a bank, but the trial by a military court took
place behind closed doors in Insein Prison.

The Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma) says a total of 16,472 people have
been arrested by the military junta since the February 2021 coup, with 13,002 still in prison.

Tirk said the use of the death penalty showed the regime’s “disdain” for global efforts to
end the violence in Myanmar, including the Five-Point Consensus the regime signed with the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations last year.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/myanmar-death-penalty-12022022193411.html
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