PEACE Info (November 14, 2022)

Myanmar’s junta slams opponents with prison sentences of up to 225 years
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Myanmar’s junta slams opponents with prison sentences of up to 225 years

Meant to intimidate, the absurdly long terms are ‘the same as killing a prisoner or mentally
executing them.’

ByJosh Lipes and RFA Burmese | 2022.11.13
Credit: RFA photo illustration

Myanmar’s military junta has imposed prison
sentences of up to 225 years on nearly 20 of its
political opponents since taking power in a coup early
last year, sending a clear warning to anyone who might
dare challenge its rule.

The prisoners are either anti-coup activists, rebel fighters or members of the deposed
National League for Democracy — once led by former State Counselor Aung San Suu Kyi —
which won landslide victories in 2015 and 2020 elections before the military took control in
February 2021.

They have been convicted of terrorism and incitement
— charges that military authorities say deserve harsh

Long-term prison sentences

Myanmar's junta has sentenced nearly 20 members of the National
League for Democracy party and anti-coup activists to prison terms

ranging from 20 to 225 years.
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“Punishing someone for more than what he or she deserves is ...

sentences. None of them have been shorter than 20
years.

Their lawyers say the sentences are a gross violation
of their human rights — and of justice itself — and
political retribution for speaking out against military
rule.

“The unjust punishments are part of a lame attempt to
plant fear in the minds of the people and hamper the
revolution,” said Kyaw Zaw, a spokesman for shadow
National Unity Government President Duwa Lashi

La. “It shows that the rule of law in Myanmar is
completely out of hand.”

Basic judicial principles hold that every judge who
delivers a verdict in court is expected to consider a fair
balance of crime and punishment, and impose
punishments that not only protect society but are also
intended to correct the behavior of the criminal, and
to refrain from handing down spiteful punishments.

a human rights violation,”

said Ko Tun, a member of the Myanmar-based NGO Human Rights Initiative. “Handing down
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extremely long prison sentences after arbitrary arrests is the same as killing a prisoner or
mentally executing them.”

A list of lengthy sentences

Suu Kyi, 77, has been charged with 19 counts since her arrest shortly after the coup. She has
been sentenced to a total of 26 years in prison for 14 of them. Once an icon of democracy in
Myanmar, Suu Kyi was detained in 1989 under the military State Peace and Development
Council government and spent nearly 15 of the next 21 years under house arrest until her
release in 2010.

Last month, the last five remaining cases of corruption, related to the buying and leasing of a
helicopter, were filed against her at a prison court in the capital, Naypyidaw. They follow her
sentencing, a week earlier, to three years each for two corruption charges involving
accepting money from a businessman — sentences which she is to serve concurrently.

Last month, two members of the anti-junta People’s Defense Force paramilitary group were
given sentences under the country’s Counter-Terrorism Law that far exceeded their expected
lifespan.

Kyaw Thet, 30, was given 225 years, and Hnin Maung, 36, was given 95 years. They were also
sentenced to death, meaning they would likely face execution in coming months.

The same day, another court sentenced Win Myint Hlaing, a 52-year-old former NLD
lawmaker, to 148 years in prison following his conviction on eight terrorism charges. He had
already been convicted earlier of five charges related to incitement and terrorism, and
sentenced to 25 years in prison, bringing his total jail term to 173 years. Sources told RFA
that some of the incidents for which he was convicted most recently took place while he was
already in prison.

Former NLD Chief Minister for Kayin State Nang Khin Htwe Myint, 67, was given a 80-year
term late last year for election fraud, corruption and state defamation, although that was
later commuted to 40 years — still likely beyond her lifespan.

Than Naing, 65, a former NLD cabinet member, was sentenced to 90 years in prison on six
separate counts of corruption and state defamation.

The leader of an anti-junta strike in the Tanintharyi region, Tun Tun Oo, was sentenced to 46
years. Tun Bone Myint Myat, a 23-year-old student, was given a 44-year term.

And Aye Aye Aung, a member of the NLD in the Magway region, got 40 years.

“Modern societies cannot accept sentences that exceed human lifespan,” said one legal
expert in Myanmar who spoke to RFA on condition of anonymity citing fear of reprisal.
“These sentences will leave a dark stain on Myanmar’s judicial record.”
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Translated by Myo Min Aung. Written in English by Joshua Lipes. Edited by Malcolm Foster.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/myanmar-prison-terms-11132022230653.htm]

Myanmar’s Women Warriors Fight for Democracy
By YUZANA | 14 November 2022

After 18 months of the Spring Revolution, resistance forces around the country have become
more sophisticated. Although they started the revolution against the Myanmar military using
homemade rifles, now they can use automatic weapons like the AK-47 rifle, as well as drones.
And women from various regions of the country are now among those who are fighting against
the military regime.

Armed resistance started in late May last year, four months after the military seized power on
February 1, 2021. Since then, resistance forces commonly known as People’s Defence Forces
(PDF) have been formed around the country. Women are part of the PDFs, as well as working as
medics, raising funds and supporting the PDF base camps.

Moreover, female-only units are being formed in some regions to fight against the military
dictatorship. Myaung Women Warriors is one of those units, having been formed in October
last year.

Myaung Women Warriors

Comrades from Myaung Women Warriors.

Myaung Women Warriors (M2W), famous for its landmine
attacks against junta troops in Sagaing Region, was formed
by female civilians from Sagaing’s Myaung Township in
order to eradicate the fascist dictatorship, as well as to
show that women can be involved in the revolution and to
promote the role of females, according to Amara Hmuee, the spokesperson for M2W.

There are 225 members in M2W, including striking teachers who are part of the Civil
Disobedience Movement, university graduates and students and women from farming villages.
They are aged between 18 and 45.

Although M2W comrades are sometimes involved in landmine attacks against junta forces,
their main duty is to make mines and distribute them to the at least 22 PDFs currently
operating in Myaung Township.

“The damage the mines can do depends on the type of mine. We choose which mine to use
depending on the number of soldiers we are attacking. For example, we use a certain mine for
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military vehicles and we use another mine against infantry,” the twentysomething Amara
Hmuee told The Irrawaddy.

She and the other members of M2W took part in military training and learned the techniques of
making landmines before the all-women force was formed. Leaders from the Civilians Defense
and Security Organization Myaung shared the techniques of making landmines that they had
learned from the Kachin Independence Army (KIA). M2W fighters have been involved in mine
attacks against regime forces since October 30, 2021.

Members of Myaung Women Warriors prepare landmines.

“The men always want to fight and to take up arms. So there
was some weakness in the production of mines. That’s why
M2W decided to specialize in making mines,” said Amara
Hmuee.

% M2W produced 1,130 mines within a year and all were used
in missions against Junta forces. M2W has shared mines with all the resistance groups in
Myaung Township. Moreover, some allied resistance forces from Chaung-U and Myinmu
townships in Sagaing, Yesagyo in Magwe Region and Ngazun in Mandalay Region have also used
M2W-made mines.

Since the formation of M2W, eight battles have been fought in cooperation with those allied
forces and 85 soldiers have been killed in those clashes. Moreover, 21 mine attacks have been
carried out and at least 139 junta troops have been killed and 37 injured.

Despite a lot of difficulties in making mines, M2W comrades do their best to supply plenty of
mines to resistance groups.

“Although we haven’t encountered any difficulties with explosives, sometimes we have been in
trouble in the weapons factory,” said Amara Hmuee.

“Once, we all had to run out of the factory because a fire broke out while we were making
gunpowder.”

Nor were the M2W members experienced in the use of the welding and stone crushing
machines used in the manufacture of mines. Some women suffered injuries to their hands
while using the machines. Others have experienced combat.

“When | was at the frontline, an artillery shell landed near us and felled a big tree. | was really
afraid because it was my first time under fire,” Amara Hmuee recalled.

Ethnic women fighters

Some ethnic women have joined ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) such as the KIA, the Karen
National Union, Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF) and the Chin Defence Force (CDF).
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The KNDF Battalion 5 women’s unit was formed in May 2021 with dozens of members. The
KNDF was the first EAO to form a female force after the coup.

A member of KNDF Battalion 5’s all-female unit seen during
weapons training. / KNDF-B-05

. Alot of women were keen to participate in the revolution, so the

~ KNDF formed a female unit, according to Soe Myar, a spokesperson
B for the KNDF’'s women’s unit. Its members are aged between 18 and
25 They were university and school students and striking teachers and civil servants before
they took up arms.

Soe Myar, who is 18 and a former student from Kayah State, joined the KNDF’s female unit in
August 2021 in order to destroy the military dictatorship.

Members of KNDF Battalion 5’s all-women unit. / KNDF-B-05

“There are a lot of female combatants who go to the frontline. It’s
not a strange thing that women are fighting at the frontline,” Soe
Myar told The Irrawaddy.

The KNDF’s female fighters focus not only on fighting, but also act
as medics and in other support roles. “We women fight the military by doing as much as we can
in various sectors in the revolution,” said Soe Myar.

Like their female comrades in the KNDF, some women residents of Chin State have joined the
CDF since last year.

Chin State has around 27 resistance groups. Some 16 — totaling 9,000 fighters in all — have
joined forces with the Chinland Joint Defense Committee (CJDC). Around 500 women are
currently in 13 resistance groups in Chin State, according to the CIDC.

CDF-Mindat has the most female members, with around 120 women in the group.

Most of the women in Chin PDFs and EAOs are former university and school students, according
to Daisy, a member of CDF-Kanpetlet Battalion 1, which has around 90 female fighters.

“We don’t accept the military dictatorship. We want a system governed by the people that is
accurate and fair,” Daisy told The Irrawaddy.

Daisy was a 22-year-old university student before she joined the CDF, where she works in
administration. Some women comrades go to the frontline, while others support the fighters.

“It’s not just fighting in the revolution, but doing whatever you can to participate in the
revolution,” said Daisy. She added that the revolution started from nothing and now there has
been some progress in terms of weapons and finances.
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Tiger Women Drone Force
Kyar Khin Sein, the leader of Tiger Women Drone Force.
Resistance forces, including M2W, also use drones to bomb regime targets.

Tiger Women Drone Force (TGR), part of the Myaung People Defense Force,
has been attacking military convoys on the Mandalay-Monywa Road since
August of this year.

TGR was formed in August 2022 with 15 members in order to fight junta
troops like the male resistance fighters do.

“When the male combatants fight against the junta troops, the female PDF members want to
do the same. So we formed the drone force to attack regime soldiers, as well as to show that
women can fight in combat,” said Kyar Khin Sein, or Tiger Lady, the leader of the TGR.

Its members are women from various sectors and they spent a month training with the drones.
TGR has two drones each worth almost USS$5,000 and use bombs made by the Myaung People
Defense Force.

Members of KNDF Battalion 5’s all-female unit seen during military
training. / KNDF-B-05

The group conducts drone attacks in Sagaing, especially on military
convoys using the Mandalay-Monywa Road. As of October, around
30 missions have been carried out and some 48 regime soldiers have

been killed.

“All military reinforcements use the Mandalay-Monwya Road, so we want to cut access to the
highway. That’s why we carry out drone attacks on it,” said TGR leader Kyar Khin Sein. But the
group faces difficult and dangerous conditions when it carries out its attacks.

“We run when the regime scouts shoot at us while we are trying to bomb a military target,”
recalled Kyar Khin Sein.

Women fighters are committed to the revolution

Members of KNDF Battalion 5’s all-female unit seen during military
training. / KNDF-B-05

The women participating in the revolution will keep fighting the
junta until it is gone and they want the public to believe in the
resistance fighters.

“We want democracy. We are fighting the military to get freedom for our country. We hope all
of the public will also fight for federal democracy,” Kyar Khin Sein told The Irrawaddy.
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Comrades from KNDF Battalion 5’s all-female unit. / KNDF-B-05

The men and women who join the PDFs are considered to be
soldiers of the people and are ready to give their lives for the
revolution, but they also need weapons and ammunition, added the
TGR leader. She asked Myanmar people at home and abroad to
make donations so that weapons can be bought for the resistance forces.

A female member of CDF-Kanpetlet undergoes basic
military training.

All of the resistance fighters are ready to sacrifice
their lives and they believe strongly that the
revolution must succeed.

the end,” said KNDF female fighter Soe Myar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmars-women-warriors-fight-
for-democracy.html

Myanmar Regime Helicopter Kills At Least 60 Junta Troops in Sagaing Region: Resistance
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 14 November 2022

A Myanmar junta Mi-35 combat helicopter mistakenly killed at least 60 regime troops in
Myaung Township, Sagaing Region, on Sunday, according to the Civilian Defense and Security
Organization of Myaung resistance group.

“It’s confirmed at least 60 junta troops were killed by the Mi-35. We saw it through our scopes.
The dead bodies were piled up in a paddy field. Resistance troops had left the area 30 minutes
earlier,” said Ko Nway Oo, the organization’s spokesman.

He said the bodies were later loaded onto boats.

Junta troops in plainclothes burned villages on the border between Myaung and Yesagyo
townships on Sunday morning before being shot by the Northwest Command helicopter,
according to Ko Nway Oo

Seven villages in Myaung have been burned down, including four in the last week, he said.

The Russian-made Mi-35 fired in at least 25 bursts, causing numerous deaths, the organization
reported.

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.
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“We hear a regime ship is coming down the Ayeyarwady River with more weapons and troops.
It shot at villages on the riverbank. We heard more attacks are planned,” said Ko Nway Oo.

He said no civilian casualties had been reported but thousands of villagers have fled their
homes.

The Burmese Guerrilla Force in Myingyan, Thway Thauk Revolution, MGN Ranger and Justice
Revolution Force are fighting with Ko Nway O0’s organization to repulse junta attacks.

Junta troops from Yesagyo Township were also ambushed by resistance forces in Myaung on
Sunday. The organization said 30 minutes’ fighting left five junta troops dead and many injured.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-helicopter-kills-at-least-60-junta-
troops-in-sagaing-region-resistance.html

Displaced villagers killed as suspected military informants

Relatives of the two victims say they were both members of the military’s proxy party, but not
active in politics since the coup

Thura Maung | Published on Nov 14, 2022

o
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two men were allegedly murdered in the village of Mhat
Hti on November 3 (Supplied)

The families of two men detained by local resistance
forces in Sagaing Region’s Wetlet Township earlier this
month say they were both killed on suspicion of acting as
military informants.

The victims, 52-year-old Hla Saung and 31-year-old Ko Naing, were staying in camps for
displaced civilians when they were taken into custody near the village of Sar Taung Gyi on
November 3, the relatives said.

According to their families, both men were members of the military-backed Union Solidarity
and Development Party (USDP), but had not been involved in politics since last year’s coup.

The alleged murders were reported to the anti-regime Wetlet Township People’s
Administration Team, they added.

Hla Saung’s wife told Myanmar Now that five people, including a People’s Defence Team (PDT)
leader, arrived at their camp west of Sar Taung Gyi on motorcycles and asked to see her
husband. PDTs—or Pa Ka Pha in Burmese—are township-based groups under the direct control
of the Defence Ministry of the anti-regime National Unity Government (NUG).
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“We were about to flee, thinking they were from the military, but didn’t because we heard that
one of them was a PDT member from our village. After they arrived, they took my husband
away for questioning,” she said.

The mother of the other man said that three masked PDT members arrived at their camp,
located east of Sar Taung Gyi, and started asking her son who he was and where he was from.

“They said there was nothing to worry about and told us not to run. After they asked my son a
few questions, they said they wanted him to go with them,” she said.

Both families said the men’s bodies were discovered near the village of Mhat Hti, about 3km
from Sar Taung Gyi, later that evening.

Unable to retrieve them that night due to security concerns, the families said they returned
with members of the People’s Administration Team the next day, but the bodies were gone.

“All we could find were my husband’s hat and shoes on a blood stain on the ground,” said Hla
Saung’s wife.

AT ST

’f""{;"} A bullet found near the alleged murder site on November 4
“ex (Supplied)

Myat Linn, an officer of the People’s Security Force, which
serves as the police force in territory under the control of the
anti-regime National Unity Government (NUG), said that his
team conducted a search for the bodies and interviewed witnesses who had seen them the day
before.

He added that the victims’ past membership in the USDP was not relevant to their
investigation.

“It’s true that the deceased used to be active members of the USDP, but we only see them as
regular civilians now. We need to get to the bottom of this, because a complaint has been filed
with us,” he said.

He added that members of local defence teams were providing security for the traumatised
family members, and that the presence of junta troops in the area meant that some parts of
the investigation could not be carried out at this time.

A member of a local defence team also said that the case had to be dealt with seriously, as such
incidents would have a negative impact on efforts to maintain public trust.

“It was understandable that military informants were sometimes killed when we didn’t have
control, but this is a real concern. It’s not right to kill people without proper evidence in areas
that we have control over,” he said.
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Myanmar Now contacted a PDT member alleged to have been one of the five who arrested Hla
Saung, but he denied having any involvement.

“I don’t know anything about this incident, and I’'ve never even seen these people, even though
they are making detailed accusations,” he said.

In late August, two anti-regime armed groups—one under the command of the NUG and the
other operating independently—clashed in Wetlet Township, resulting in two deaths.

The Bo Tiger People’s Defence Force (PDF), which was attacked for allegedly extorting money
from motorists, later filed a complaint with the Wetlet Township People’s Administration Team
over the loss of two of its members and the arrest of 12 others by the NUG-led Shwebo District
PDF Battalion 2, which is based in the township.

In parts of Myanmar’s north now largely under the control of the NUG, local administration
teams have sought to restore rule of law by establishing both police forces and a nascent
judicial system.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/displaced-villagers-killed-as-suspected-military-
informants

Karen Rebels Hail Victories Over Myanmar Junta in Outpost and Convoy Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 November 2022

Karen rebels claim to have destroyed four Myanmar junta outposts on Saturday in Mon State
and Bago Region.

On Saturday morning the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and allied resistance groups
raided three junta outposts in Thanseik, Bawkahtar and Ton Tan in Nyaung Laypin district of
Bago Region, the KNLA’s political wing, the Karen National Union (KNU), claimed on Monday.

Resistance troops occupied and destroyed junta outposts in Thanseik and Bawkahtar and
drones attacked and destroyed the Tontan position.

Eleven regime soldiers were killed and weapons and ammunition seized, the KNU said.
The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.
Resistance fighters retreated amid at least 20 airstrikes which also targeted civilian villages.

On Sunday junta airstrikes continued and around 20,000 people from 18 villages have now left
their homes, the KNU said.

An estimated 328 clashes have been reported since the 2021 coup in KNU Brigade 3 territory,
resulting in around 480 regime deaths and 220 injuries.
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An estimated 70 soldiers were killed and 46 injured in 64 KNLA drone strikes. Seven junta
outposts were destroyed by the Karen forces, said the KNU.

On Sunday the KNLA and Red Dragon Column resistance group raided a junta police station in
Kyaikmayaw Township, Mon State. The commander Hla Kyaw Oo and two other policemen
were killed and four others captured and seven weapons and ammunition were seized,
according to Red Dragon.

Junta policemen seized along with firearms during a raid on
their police station in Kyaikmayaw Township, Mon State, on
Saturday. / Red Dragon Column

Two police officers escaped. An airstrike followed against
resistance and civilian targets.

On Friday 20 regime soldiers, including a strategist, were killed and 10 others injured in Bilin

Township, Mon State, when KNLA Battalion 2 and resistance allies ambushed a 17-vehicle
convoy near a toll gate, Salween Press reported, quoting the battalion commander.

Five damaged vehicles were abandoned and dead and injured troops were taken away in two
military vehicles and five ambulances, the commander said.

The KNLA used drones to attack a junta artillery battalion to prevent shelling in response to the
ambush. Two drones were shot down, the battalion commander told the media.

On Friday six civilian houses in nearby Htonbolay village were destroyed in regime shelling.

By October the KNU reported around 6,947 clashes with regime forces in its territory in which
an estimated 5,854 junta soldiers and border guard allies were killed and 4,748 injured.

More than 300,000 civilians have fled their homes with more than a third of them urgently
needing humanitarian aid, the rebel group said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/karen-rebels-hail-victories-over-myanmar-junta-in-
outpost-and-convoy-attacks.html

Burnt human bones found in Chin State village after Myanmar military raid

The junta troops reportedly arrived wearing uniforms of the resistance before launching into an
attack and taking locals hostage

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Nov 14, 2022

Charred human remains were found in Pa Lon Twi village in Chin State’s Mindat Township,
following a military raid on the area last week, according to the local chapter of the Chinland
Defence Force (CDF).
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The charred remains of the victims in Pa Lon Twi seen on
November 11 (Supplied)

Junta soldiers reportedly disguised as resistance fighters
arrived in the community unannounced on November 7,
occupying it until the early hours of November 10, after
which the bodies were found by members of the CDF.

SN
Fragments of human skulls and other bones were discovered amongst ashes when they cleared
the area, the CDF-Mindat’s information officer Salai Ha Aum said.

“They burned the bodies and crushed the bones so that no one would figure out the exact
number of victims,” he told Myanmar Now, describing the act as “cruel and inhumane.”

“The families of the victims did not even get to hold a funeral for them,” he added.

Following the attack, nine people went missing from the area, including three local men from
the village, and six internally displaced persons (IDPs) from the neighbouring Yaw Region, which
comprises Gangaw, Htilin and Saw townships in Magway. Following junta raids on Yaw villages,
many IDPs had sought refuge in Pa Lon Twi.

One of the men from the village was confirmed dead, but the CDF and locals speculate that the
charred bones belong to at least some of these missing individuals.

Locals claimed that the Myanmar army soldiers who arrived on November 7 were wearing
uniforms from the anti-junta Yaw Defence Force.

“Four or five of them entered the village first and said that they were there to provide medical
care, so the villagers did not do anything. Then, the rest of them came and started the raid,”
Salai Har Aum said.

Pools of blood were seen in photographs of the houses and in several other areas in the
aftermath of the assault on the community.

The CDF-Mindat tried to attack the junta force on the day of the raid but halted the operation
after the military took 40 people hostage, including women and children, the spokesperson told
Myanmar Now.

CDF snipers reportedly killed two military personnel during the incident.

The troops released the women and children but continued to hold seven men: the local and
the six IDPs from Yaw. They were last seen with their hands tied behind their backs on
November 8, according to a statement released by the CDF-Mindat.

Only one of these seven men, one of the IDPs, has been seen alive since, arriving in Htilin
Township after the military left.
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“We failed to protect people who trusted us with their lives,” CDF spokesperson Salai Har Aum
said after the incident.

He added that the rest of the Pa Lon Twi locals and IDPs had been relocated to a “safe place.”

Myanmar Now has not yet been able to identify the battalions that carried out the attack on
the village.

The military council declared martial law in Mindat in April of last year. While the junta
maintains control of the urban wards, the CDF considers rural areas of the township resistance
strongholds.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/burnt-human-bones-found-in-chin-state-village-
after-myanmar-military-raid

Myanmar’s Arakan Army accuses junta of Rakhine village killings

By AFP | 12 November 2022

Arakan Army soldiers are seen in a video released by the AA.
Photo: AA Info Desk

Myanmar junta troops burned houses and killed at least five
civilians during a raid on a village in Rakhine state, residents
and media said Friday, further fracturing a ceasefire with an
ethnic rebel group.

Western Rakhine state has been a spot of relative calm in Myanmar since the coup last year
and subsequent unrest that the United Nations says has displaced more than one million
people.

Days after it seized power the junta reaffirmed a ceasefire with the Arakan Army (AA), which
has for years fought a war for autonomy for the state's ethnic Rakhine population.

Junta troops arrived in Sin Inn Gyi village on Thursday after AA fighters ambushed junta vehicles
on a nearby highway that connects the remote state to Yangon, residents said.

"I heard many explosions and shooting... They [the junta] were shooting with helicopters as
well," one villager who fled told AFP, asking not to use a name due to fear of reprisals.

From a nearby village, they said they saw "about five or six buildings burning" into the night.

Returning on Friday after troops had left, the villager said they saw five dead men, some of
whom appeared to have been shot and others stabbed.

"I was so scared after seeing their bodies... It's impossible for us to stay there."
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Another resident who fled, and who did not want to give a name, told AFP they had heard that
nine villagers among those who had stayed behind had been killed.

Local media reported at least seven villagers had been killed.

Pictures purporting to capture the aftermath showed piles of corrugated steel sheets lying on
ash and several bodies on the ground.

AFP digital verification reporters said they had not appeared online before.

AA spokesman Khaing Thu Kha told AFP that nine, mostly elderly residents of the village had
been killed by junta troops who raided the village after AA fighters "detained" a military vehicle.

"We are going to take necessary actions to retaliate," he said.
A junta spokesman could not be reached for comment.

Junta troops have been accused of killing and burning sprees in central, northern and eastern
Myanmar as they struggle to crush opposition to the coup that ousted Aung San Suu Kyi's
government last year.

The junta has previously accused "terrorist" anti-coup fighters of setting the fires.

Small, sporadic clashes between the military and the AA have been escalating since last
November, with both sides accusing the other of infringing on territory and harassing
supporters.

Clashes between the AA and the military in 2019 displaced more than 200,000 people across
the state of around one million people.

https://mizzima.com/article/myanmars-arakan-army-accuses-junta-rakhine-village-killings

Myanmar Junta Facing Major New Armed Threat in Far West

Zsombor Peter

— FILE-A Myanmar police officer stands watch as
journalists arrive in Shwe Zar village in the suburb of
Maungdaw town, northern Rakhine state of Myanmar,
Sept. 6, 2017.

BANGKOK — Renewed fighting in Myanmar’s far west
A — - B between the military and a powerful rebel group is
opening another deadly front in the country’s post-coup chaos, piling pressure on a junta still
struggling to consolidate power.
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The military’s February 2021 coup and subsequent crackdown on peaceful protests set off a
wave or armed resistance across Myanmar that has been stretching the junta’s forces thin. By
some estimates they now hold effective control over less than half the country.

The western state of Rakhine had been a pocket of relative calm owing to a late 2020 informal
cease-fire between the military and the Arakan Army. The deal followed two years of heavy
fighting in northern Rakhine and parts of neighboring Chin state, where the AA wants to
establish autonomy over the ancient homeland of the ethnic Rakhine, also known as Arakanese.

The pre-coup détente started cracking in July, giving way to regular fighting by late August.

Figures analyzed by the International Institute for Strategic Studies, a British think tank, show
attacks and armed clashes across Rakhine and southern Chin jumping from two to 44 from July
to August, then to 51 in September and 66 in October. The U.K.-based Burma Human Rights
Network counted a dozen civilians killed by the fighting just last month.

The United Nations says over 16,000 people have fled their homes to escape the violence since
August.

‘Into the fray’

With the cease-fire now in tatters, the fighting in Rakhine is poised to only get worse, said Jason
Tower, Myanmar analyst and program director at the U.S. Institute of Peace, a think tank
established by the U.S. Congress.

Boasting thousands of armed fighters and support from some of Myanmar’s other powerful
rebel groups, he said, the AA looks intent on defending and adding to the gains it has made
cementing its control over Rakhine’s north in recent years, complete with its own police, courts
and other state-like trappings. However, the military will be loath to give more ground as the
AA moves farther south, he added, especially if it means giving up the area’s lucrative oil and
gas resources.

“That’s very unlikely to happen,” he said. “At the same time, with the popular legitimacy the AA
has, with the funding it has, with the level of troops it has, the consolidation it’s made, it really
sees wWhere the trends are in [its] favor to be able to consolidate further and to move farther.
So, | ... see the overall trajectory of one where you’re likely to see higher levels of conflict in
Rakhine state.”

A chins Tower said the fighting in Rakhine may also give the

Siyioae . overall resistance movement across Myanmar a boost by
s ki 12 Y forcing the military to defend yet another flank as it
b continues “leaking like a sponge” from casualties,
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defections and recruitment shortfalls.
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\ “This does add a lot of additional stress, given that one
of the reasons why the military negotiated the cease-fire in the first place was because the
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Arakan Army had done so well on the battlefield against the military” he said. “So, the AA
coming kind of fully into the fray does present a major challenge to the military.”

Border battle

The renewed fighting in Rakhine may not put much stress on the military’s ground troops yet,
as it left most of the divisions it deployed to the state in 2019 and 2020 in place after the cease-
fire, said Min Zaw Oo, who runs the Myanmar Institute for Peace and Security.

“However, one of the burdens could be on airstrike capabilities,” he said. “If the AA decides to
go for all-out war, the Tatmadaw [military] has to reallocate some of its air assets, so that could
be a potential burden to the Tatmadaw.”

The International Institute for Strategic Studies data show air and drone strikes in Rakhine and
southern Chin spiking from one to 18 from August to September, and another nine last month.

The same data show much of the fighting concentrated on Rakhine’s western border with
Bangladesh.

Tower and Min Zaw Oo say the AA is keen to take control of at least part of the border, both to
establish a reliable supply route from Bangladesh and to cash in on taxing the cross-border
trade. Min Zaw Oo said he has seen photos and satellite images suggesting the AA has even set
up some bases inside Bangladesh to support its operations in Rakhine.

Tower said the AA is hoping its control of the border will also win it some international respect
by forcing authorities in Bangladesh to deal with it and not just the junta. At a news conference
in September, AA spokesman Khine Thu Kha even dangled the offer of helping Bangladesh
repatriate the ethnic Rohingya refugees it is hosting in exchange for official recognition as the

’ “

area’s “main actor.”
‘Very horrific’

More than 1 million mostly Muslim Rohingya have fled Rakhine for Bangladesh over the past
several years to escape repeated raids by the Myanmar military, whose ranks are drawn mainly
from the country’s predominantly Buddhist ethnic majority Burmese.

The military has denied foreign accusations of committing genocide against the Rohingya and
says it has been using proportionate force in fighting since the coup to restore order.

In the meantime, northern Rakhine’s civilians are bearing the brunt of the latest violence there.

A Rohingya aid worker recounted the military’s October 25 attack on his village, Sein Hnyin
Pyar, just south of the town of Buthidaung.

“When the military came into the village, the Arakan Army attacked to them, and then the
fighting started,” he told VOA. “Immediately the Burmese helicopter came to attack and
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launched the air strike. Then the military troops came from Buthidaung and the situation
became very horrific.”

Speaking on condition of anonymity for his safety, the young man said he saw junta soldiers
shoot and kill a farmer running home from his field, and that a bomb injured two young
children, including a 5-year-old boy the villagers tried to rush to the nearest hospital, only to be
blocked by soldiers at a checkpoint outside of Buthidaung.

“When checkpoints were blocked, even this child can’t be allowed to admit [to] hospital, and
this time on the way the child died,” he said.

Aung Kyaw Moe, a Rohingya rights activist, said the junta’s security forces are blocking not just
most humanitarian aid headed for northern Rakhine, but the bulk of food as basic supplies as
well.

“In short term people are surviving in worse situations,” he said. “But in the long run there will
be starvation and there will be malnutrition and there will be hunger.”

https://www.voanews.com/a/myanmar-junta-facing-major-new-armed-threat-in-far-
west/6832270.html

Over 100 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Three Days as Resistance Steps Up Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 November 2022

Around 130 Myanmar regime forces including an army strategist and several pro-regime militia
members were reportedly killed in the past three days as People’s Defense Force groups (PDFs)
and ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) escalated their attacks against junta forces including
raids on several military bases.

Incidents were reported in Yangon, Bago, Magwe and Sagaing regions and Kayah and Mon states.
Some regime military casualty figures could not be independently verified.
20 junta forces including strategist killed in Mon

At least 20 junta soldiers including an army strategist were reportedly killed in Bilin Township,
Mon State on Friday morning when Karen National Liberation Army and allied PDF forces
ambushed a military convoy of 17 vehicles from four locations near a tollgate, local media
outlet Salween Press reported, citing the commander of the KNLA’s Battalion 2, which
coordinated the ambush.

The convoy was attacked while traveling from Mawlamyine to Bilin. Another 10 junta troops
were injured in the ambush. Five military vehicles were abandoned in the area after being
damaged in the resistance attack.
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After the ambush, the injured soldiers and the bodies of those killed were taken away by
military forces in two military vehicles and five ambulances, the KNLA official told Salween
Press.

During the ambush, resistance forces used drones to attack a nearby artillery battalion in order
to prevent it from shelling the fighters conducting the ambush. During the operation, two
drones were shot down by the junta forces.

That night, six civilian houses were destroyed in a village when military bases shelled nearby
villages, the KNLA said.

Three junta police including station chief killed in PDF raid in Mon

Three junta police including police station chief Hla Kyaw Oo were killed and four others
captured in Kyaik Mayaw Township, Mon State on Saturday morning when Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA) and allied PDF fighters of Red Dragan Column raided the police station
in the township, according to the PDF group.

Two police officers escaped during the raid. At least seven weapons and a quantity of
ammunition were seized from the police station, the resistance group said.

The PDFs were forced to retreat from the area when junta aircraft attacked them.
Three junta outposts seized by KNU in Bago

Eleven regime forces were killed in Nyaunglaypin District in Bago Region when the Karen
National Liberation Army (KNLA) seized three military outposts in the territory of KNLA Brigade
3 on Saturday, said the Karen National Union, the political wing of the armed force.

KNLA troops occupied the Than Seik and Baw Kahtar outposts after an approximately hour-long
clash, and KNLA drones destroyed another junta outpost in Ton Tan.

Several military weapons and some ammunition were also seized in the raids, the KNU said.

KNLA troops were forced to retreat from the occupied junta outposts when junta aircraft
conducted 20 air strikes against them.

After the clashes, the regime forces launched 10 air strikes on civilian targets in nearby villages.
On Sunday, the regime continued its air strikes on civilian targets in the area, the KNU said.

Military vehicle bombed in Yangon

At least three regime soldiers were reportedly killed in Hlaing Township in Myanmar’s
commercial hub Yangon on Sunday night when a military vehicle exploded and burned during
an attack by an urban resistance force, said local news site Hlaing Info, which shares township
information.
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After being attacked, the regime forces arrested three civilians including one who was injured
when junta forces started shooting.

Regime forces later blocked off the area and inspected vehicles, the news site said, citing
residents and its own scouts.

69 military troops killed in friendly fire by junta helicopter gunship in Sagaing

At least 69 junta forces were reportedly killed near the border of Magwe Region’s Yesagyo and
Sagaing’s Myaung townships on Sunday when a military Mi-35 helicopter gunship mistakenly
attacked its own ground troops after a clash with resistance forces, said the Civil Defense and
Security Organization of Myaung, a resistance group.

However, The Irrawaddy was unable to independently verify the report.

Citing villagers who were forced to carry the dead bodies of soldiers, Ko Nway Oo, the leader of
the PDF group, told the media that the helicopter gunship attacked the military detachment
under the mistaken impression that the junta soldiers, who were wearing civilian clothes, were
PDF fighters.

Regime forces ambushed by PDF drone in Sagaing

Many junta soldiers are believed to have been killed or injured in Myinmu Township, Sagaing
Region on Sunday when Black Eagle Defense Force-MMU used a drone to drop a bomb on a
military detachment departing from a village, the resistance group said.

All PDF fighters escaped from the area without any casualties despite being attacked by soldiers
who tracked the drone, the PDF group said.

Five junta soldiers killed in PDF ambush in Sagaing

Local resistance group Tawgyi Mway Pyawe claimed to have killed at least five regime forces on
Sunday when it and four other local PDF groups ambushed a military detachment near a village
in Wetlet Township, Sagaing Region.

The military detachment was attacked while heading to Htangyi Village after burning houses in
nearby Kyaung Phyu Village.

In the shootout, some resistance fighters also suffered minor injuries.

A video shot by the PDF group shows resistance fighters attacking the regime forces in a
shootout.

Two more soldiers killed in PDF ambush in Sagaing

Two more soldiers were killed in Wetlet Township, Sagaing Region on Sunday when local PDF
group Bo Kyargyi ambushed a military detachment leaving Htangyi Village after burning houses
there, the group claimed.
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In the shootout, two PDF fighters also suffered minor injuries.
A video shows PDF fighters using improvised firearms engaging with regime forces.
Two junta police injured in PDF ambush in Sagaing

Two junta police officers were seriously injured in Shwebo Township, Sagaing Region last Friday
when local PDF group Nay La Satkyar ambushed a small vehicle carrying regime forces in
Shwebo, the PDF group claimed.

The group said it abandoned its primary mission to ambush the regime vehicle with land mines
as there were some civilians nearby. Instead, its fighters used firearms to attack the vehicle.

Three pro-regime militia members killed in Sagaing

Three Pyu Saw Htee pro-regime militia members were killed during a clash with combined PDF
groups patrolling in the township of Chaung-U in Sagaing Region on Saturday, said Chaung U
Local Defense Force, which was involved in the clash.

A shootout broke out that morning when PDF patrols attacked militia groups leaving their
village of Kangyi Kone. There were no PDF casualties, the resistance group said.

Two junta police killed guarding Chinese-backed copper mine in Sagaing

Two junta policemen were killed in Salingyi Township, Sagaing Region on Saturday when two
commandos of the resistance group Myanmar’s Royal Dragon Army-Salingyi used 40-mm
explosives to attack a junta sentry box guarding a Chinese copper mine operated by Wunbao
Company, the PDF group said.

The junta forces were attacked from close range. Both PDF fighters escaped from the area.
Six pro-regime militia members killed in PDF ambush in Magwe

ﬁ Myaing-PDF resistance fighters during an operation. / Myaing-
PDF.

Six pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members were killed in
Myaing Township, Magwe Region early on Saturday morning
when four local PDF groups attacked 10 militia members
stealing the nut harvest from the farms of displaced villagers
near pro-regime Thayat Kan Village, said Myaing-PDF, which

coordinated the attack.

In the ambush, six militia members were shot dead on the spot, and four others, including three
who were injured, escaped.

Regime forces in the village attacked the PDF fighters with both heavy explosives and automatic
firearms, but all PDF fighters escaped from the area without any casualties.
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Last Friday, two junta police were killed and another injured when Myaing-PDF used three land
mines to attack four regime forces at a sentry bunker in front of a police station in the
township, the PDF groups said.

Two junta soldiers killed in Magwe

Two regime soldiers were killed in Pakokku Township, Magwe Region on Saturday morning
when 10 PDF groups jointly attacked junta troops stationed at a monastery in Ashae Hponekan
Village in the township, said Daung Thwayni Guerrilla Force-Yeagyo, which was involved in the
attack.

In the clash, two regime soldiers who climbed trees and took up positions to attack the
resistance forces were gunned down by the PDF forces.

A video shot by the PDF group shows its fighters using improvised mortar shells to attack the
regime forces.

Two soldiers killed in clash in Kayah

Resistance fighters of Central Region PDF-Battalion 1102 in Kayah
State. / CRPDF-Battalion 1102

Two regime forces were killed and others injured in Demoso Township,
Kayah State on Saturday when Central Regional PDF Battalion 1102
attacked regime forces stationed at Daw Ngan Khar Village in the
township, the PDF group claimed.

After an hour of fighting, PDF forces were forced to retreat from the
area when nearby Military Infantry Battalion 102 supported its ground
troops with artillery strikes.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/over-100-myanmar-junta-forces-
killed-in-three-days-as-resistance-steps-up-attacks.html

Beyond the Headlines: ‘We will win,” say Myanmar youth in creative solo protests against
military

Myanmar Now provides an overview of underreported developments in the country from the
past week, November 7 - 14

Myanmar Now | Published on Nov 14, 2022
Junta affairs
Two Mandalay Region government ministers detained after the February 2021 military coup

were released last week after completing sentences handed down by junta-controlled courts,
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according to legal sources familiar with their cases. Soe Than, the region’s minister for
agriculture, livestock and irrigation, was released on November 8, and Myo Thit, the minister
for natural resources and environmental conservation, was freed two days later. Both were
from the ousted National League for Democracy (NLD) administration.

A member of Yangon Revolution Force opens her longyi on
a Yangon street on November 13 in to reveal an anti-junta
message: ‘The military is in disarray’ (YRF/ Facebook)

Soe Than was given a two-year sentence under Myanmar’s
Natural Disaster Management Law for organising an event
before the coup in violation of Covid-19 restrictions. Myo
Thit was charged with incitement under Section 505b of the
Penal Code for proclaiming every day a holiday until the NLD government returns to power. He
was also sentenced to two years in prison.

Mandalay Region’s minister for natural resources and
environmental conservation, Myo Thit, is seen on February
17, 2021 at the Chanayethazan Township court (Myanmar
Now)

Meanwhile, ousted Mandalay city mayor Ye Lwin and
municipal committee member Kyaw Zeya remain in custody
despite also completing two-year sentences for incitement
in November. Both were handed additional charges of “breach of trust” for the alleged
mishandling of government funds and face life sentences if convicted.

Armed resistance

Regime forces launched arson attacks on at least eight villages in Myaung Township, Sagaing
Region, on November 7, one day after local guerrilla fighters ambushed and seized a junta
vessel travelling upstream along the Chindwin River and loaded with military rations. Members
of the Civil Defence and Security Organisation of Myaung (CDSOM), a resistance coalition based
in Sagaing and neighbouring Magway Region, attacked the vessel, which departed from
Mandalay with 15,000 bags of rice intended for junta soldiers.

The ambush occurred near the village of Na Nwin Kaing on the Chindwin’s eastern bank; the
townships of Myaung and Salingyi in Sagaing and Yesagyo in Magway Region are located in the
confluence of the Irrawaddy and Chindwin rivers.

Members of the resistance alliance later distributed the confiscated rice to locals, a CDSOM
representative said. The next day, around 300 Myanmar army troops based in Yesagyo
launched raids on villages near the confluence, each home to 400-600 households. Among
them was Na Nwin Kaing, where the soldiers torched some 300 homes, and a woman in her 60s
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was reportedly killed. Residents of the area fled and have since been sheltering in monasteries
in other nearby communities.

Political parties

yanmal]

NOW.

; Hla Swe attends a protest opposing American sanctions against
| top military leaders on August 3, 2019 in Yangon (Myanmar
Now)

Hla Swe, a former fugitive and an ex-lawmaker from the
military-proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party was
appointed chair of the party’s branch in capital Naypyitaw after a series of shuffles within the
party last month. The 62-year-old firebrand nationalist and retired lieutenant colonel, who is
also known as Bullet Hla Swe, spent less than two months in prison under the NLD government.
He turned himself in to the authorities in December 2020 after spending more than a year in
hiding from a sedition charge. It was put forward by the administration after an August 2019
speech in which he said it would be “great” if senior members of the NLD died in bombing
attacks. He was released by the military in the wake of the coup in February 2021. Most
recently, he organised a rally in front of Yangon City Hall in which he spoke in support of the
regime’s execution of four pro-democracy activists in late July.

Urban violence

Two regime targets were attacked with explosives in Myanmar’s commercial capital of Yangon
on the evening of November 13, according to a police source. A military vehicle that was
patrolling the streets of Hlaing Township was hit in a blast at around 7:30pm, wounding two
junta soldiers: a corporal and a private. The source said that the troops sustained injuries to the
head, chest and legs, and were admitted to a defence hospital in Mingalardon Township. A
civilian who was near the site of the attack also suffered minor injuries caused by shrapnel and
was brought to Yangon General Hospital. No group had claimed responsibility for the attack at
the time of reporting. On the same evening, a building housing members of the police force in
industrial suburban Hlaing Tharyar Township in Yangon was also attacked with explosives, but
further details concerning injuries or potential casualties were not known. An urban guerrilla
group called War of Hunter Revolution Force claimed to have targeted the building.

* %k %k

Kawlin Township judge Brang Seng (Facebook)

A township court in Sagaing Region’s Kawlin Township was attacked in a
parcel bomb on the morning of November 11 and a 31-year-old judge
was killed, according to a member of a resistance group that carried out
the attack and operates under the command of the Kawlin People’s
Defence Force (PDF). He said that they had hidden an explosive in a gift
basket and sent it to the courthouse, detonating it after the judge, Brang
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Seng, placed it in his car. Other staff at the courthouse were also injured in the explosion, he
said. The judge was originally from Myitkyina in Kachin State and is survived by three young
children, according to local media.

Protests

Amid tight security in Yangon, members of the anti-regime resistance group Yangon Revolution
Force (YRF) staged flash mob-style solo protests across the city on November 13 by briefly
displaying anti-dictatorship slogans printed in paint on the inside layer of their folded longyis.
The YRF said in a statement later that day that the “performances” reflected the sentiments of
the general public who are prohibited from expressing opposition to the junta. The youth
performances, which were photographed, attracted attention because of the creativity and risk
involved as the military continues to respond to dissent with violence.

A member of Yangon Revolution Force holds open his longyi
to read ‘We will win’ at a market on November 13 in Yangon
(YRF / Facebook)

It was not the first time Yangon youth have carried out novel
forms of protest. On August 8, the 34th anniversary of the
1988 pro-democracy uprising, several young people displayed
four umbrellas on which the number eight had been printed. Opened side by side to read as 8-
8-88—or August 8, 1988 —the umbrellas were photographed near a number of key landmarks
in Yangon as a silent protest against last year’s coup. One of the protesters and a freelance
photographer who documented their act of resistance were arrested later that month.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/beyond-the-headlines-we-will-win-say-myanmar-
youth-in-creative-solo-protests-against-military

SAC chair expresses hopes for reaching an agreement with EAOs in December, holding
election on schedule

PUBLISHED 13 NOVEMBER 2022

Chairman of the State Administration Council Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
has said he hopes that when it comes to the peace issue, an agreement could be reached in
December with the ethnic armed organizations, while efforts are being made to hold an
election as scheduled.

He disclosed the information during a speech delivered at the SAC meeting 9/2022 at the SAC
Chairman’s Office in Nay Pyi Taw on November 11.

“Ethnic armed organizations were invited to talk about the peace for restoration of internal
peace. The talks based on the Constitution (2008) and the nationwide ceasefire agreement-NCA
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was participated by 10 ethnic armed organizations. The government explained to them
measures to be taken under the law. To do so, it is necessary to submit it to the parliament,
which is the highest political platform. As parliament needs ethnic representatives to discuss,
elections must be held in all regions and states,” the Senior General said.

He added that the parliament must comprise ethnic representatives who are capable of
discussing ethnic affairs and regional affairs. Some organizations accepted the PR system for
the participation of ethnic nationals in the parliament. Further talks are being held with EAOs.
He then disclosed that an agreement could be reached in December with the EAOs as
remarkable progress has been achieved in the previous talks.

When it comes to election, the final stage of the five-point road map has stated that upon
accomplishing the provisions of the state of emergency, free and fair multiparty democratic
elections will be held in line with the 2008 Constitution, and further work will be undertaken to
hand over State duties to the winning party in accordance with democratic standards. Efforts
are being made to hold the election as scheduled. In the three previous elections, voting took
place in 325 townships, 323 townships and 315 townships respectively, the SAC chair said.

“In holding a multiparty democracy general election, we must make sure it is free and fair. Only
if an election that is true and acceptable to the people can be held in all the regions, will the
next government’s tasks be successful. We are making efforts as much as we can to be able to
resume the election. It is necessary to systematically form political parties. So, talks are being
held with the political parties. The parties need to be reliable to the people and their
candidates need to become parliamentary representatives who the people could trust and
elect. Therefore, we intend to hold the election under PR system,” the Senior General said.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-chair-expresses-hopes-for-reaching-an-agreement-
with-eaos-in-december-holding-election-on

Myanmar’s Most Powerful Ethnic Group Rejects Junta’s 2023 Poll Plan
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 14 November 2022

The Karen National Union (KNU) political wing of Myanmar’s oldest ethnic armed group has
rejected the junta’s plan for a national election next year, calling it an attempt to legitimize
military rule.

The rejection came on Friday at a public meeting of the KNU-led National Unity Committee of
Karen Ethnic Armed Groups held in Takaw village, Hlaingbwe township, Karen State. The
meeting was attended by leaders of Karen armed groups, religious groups, Karen political
parties, and over 1,500 people.

It was called to outline the political approach and objectives of the KNU after almost two years
of junta rule in Myanmar since the February 2021 coup.
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“The KNU rejected the 2008 Constitution from the beginning but witnessed its destruction
when the military seized power from a civilian government,” said a KNU press release.

The 2008 Constitution was written by the previous junta regime to secure the military’s grip on
politics.

Among those at the meeting were KNU deputy chair Padoh Saw Kwe Htoo Win, joint general
secretary Padoh Saw Hla Htun, and General Saw Johnny, commander of the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA), the armed wing of the KNU.

“The 2023 election would just be an attempt by the junta’s military council to claim legitimacy
and reactivate the 2008 Constitution. Therefore, though we accept democratic practices, we
cannot support any activities that could legitimize dictatorship,” the press release said.

The military regime announced its election plan after seizing power from the democratically
elected National League for Democracy (NLD), which won a landslide victory in the 2021
election.

The 2023 election has been rejected by the NLD and most of Myanmar. The US has also urged
the international community to reject the poll, warning it would be neither free nor fair and
would only fuel more violence.

The KNU is among several powerful ethnic armed groups that have refused the junta’s
invitation to peace negotiations this year, saying the talks would be a sham.

The KNLA and allied anti-regime People Defense Forces have been fighting regime troops along
the Thai border since last year, inflicting heavy casualties.

Friday’s meeting was also joined by General Dr. Naw Ka Paw Htoo, deputy chair of KNU/KNLA
PC; General Saw Htun Hlaing, chair of a Karen Border Guard Force (BGF); Mann Aung Pyae Soe,
chair of the Karen Democratic Party (KDP); and Buddhist and Christian leaders.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-most-powerful-ethnic-group-rejects-
juntas-2023-poll-plan.html

Ministry of Foreign Affairs objects to ASEAN leaders’ review and decision on the
implementation of the five-point consensus which was issued after the 40th and 41st ASEAN
Summits

PUBLISHED 13 NOVEMBER 2022

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs learnt the issuance of the ASEAN Leaders’ Review and Decision
on the Implementation of the five-point consensus at the 40th and 41st ASEAN Summits which
was held in Phnom Penh, Cambodia on 11 November 2022.

Page 28 of 79


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-most-powerful-ethnic-group-rejects-juntas-2023-poll-plan.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-most-powerful-ethnic-group-rejects-juntas-2023-poll-plan.html

The current Chair of ASEAN invited a non-political
representative from Myanmar to attend the said meetings
due to the demand made by some ASEAN member states.
Such action of unequal representation contradicts the
Article 5 of the ASEAN Charter on “Rights and Obligations”.
Since Myanmar is fully adhered to the basic principles and
provision enshrined in the ASEAN Charter while actively
participating in ASEAN as a responsible member state,
Myanmar did not accept the invitation which discriminates the level of representation among
the Member States.

The Ministry learnt that the ASEAN Leaders’ review and decision on the implementation of the
five-point consensus did not factually reflect the on-ground situation and did not include any
constructive efforts made by Myanmar government in the implementation of the five-point
consensus. Some expressions in the document amount to interference of the internal affairs of
the one member state, and were contrary to the basic principles and provisions in the ASEAN
Charter. Therefore, Myanmar categorically rejects and dissociates itself from the said-review
and decision made by the nine ASEAN leaders.

As a responsible member state of ASEAN, Myanmar has been constructively cooperating with
the Special Envoy of the ASEAN Chair in implementing the ASEAN five-point consensus. To
achieve ever-lasting peace and stability in every corner of the country, the Government has
already declared the unilateral ceasefire and the Head of State himself is holding several rounds
of dialogues with Ethnic Armed Organizations (EAOs) including in facilitating the delivery of
broader humanitarian assistance to the population, without any discrimination, in cooperation
with the AHA Centre. Therefore, Myanmar is disappointed that ASEAN ignores the notable
progress made by Myanmar in implementation of five-point consensus.

The Ministry also strongly objects the inappropriate usage to refer Myanmar government and
Tatmadaw (Myanmar Armed Forces) that take responsibility of the state in accordance with the
Constitution.

The Ministry regrettably observed that the Statement calls for the engagement with all parties
concerned which is referring to the groups who have been committing terrorist acts to disturb
the government’s efforts. Such calls for engagements with the said unlawful and terrorist
organizations could encourage terrorist activities while violating the Article 2 of the ASEAN
Charter as well as the ASEAN and International Conventions on counter terrorisms. Therefore,
Myanmar strongly objects and condemns the attempts by ASEAN member states to engage
with those unlawful and terrorist organizations through any means and forms.

Since implementing the five-point consensus is a process, inserting additional pressure by
setting a timeframe will create more negative implications than positive ones.
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Indeed, one-sided and malicious approach towards Myanmar, including blocking Myanmar
from further participation in the ASEAN meetings by giving inappropriate reason such as lack of
improvement in the implementation of the five-point consensus, could provoke the disturbance
of ASEAN Community building, ASEAN Unity, Centrality and ASEAN spirit. Such attempts totally
neglect Myanmar’s active participation in the work of ASEAN since its joining of ASEAN in 1997
as well as Myanmar government’s on-going efforts to reinstate a multi-party democracy.

The Ministry reaffirms that Myanmar will continue to adhere to the Article 20 of the ASEAN
Charter on decision making by “consultation and consensus” by all ten ASEAN member states.
Myanmar objects any discussion or decisions without the involvement of the country
concerned.

The Ministry reiterates its call to ASEAN Member States to follow the provisions and
fundamental principles of the ASEAN Charter, especially non-interference in the internal affairs
of the member states. The Ministry reminds that failure to do so would be counterproductive
and creates negative impacts on the ASEAN Centrality and Unity.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/ministry-of-foreign-affairs-objects-to-asean-leaders-review-
and-decision-on-the-implementation

Junta condemns ASEAN plan to engage Myanmar opposition

By AFP |

Myanmar junta chief Min Aung Hlaing pictured earlier this month
at an economic forum in Russia. Photo: EPA

Myanmar's junta on Friday slammed a decision by the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations to engage with opposition groups to
seek ways to quell the country's bloody crisis.

"Myanmar strongly objects to and condemns the attempts by ASEAN member states to engage
with those unlawful and terrorist organisations through any means and forms," the junta's
foreign affairs ministry said in a statement.

The Myanmar crisis dominated the first day of the ASEAN summit in Phnom Penh, from which
the junta has been excluded over its failure to open talks with its opponents since seizing power
in a coup last year.

Since the putsch, Myanmar has spiralled into bloody conflict in which thousands have died.

In a 15-point statement thrashed out over two days of difficult talks among ASEAN foreign
ministers -- with the exception of Myanmar's -- the bloc agreed to "engage all stakeholders
soon".
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This will likely involve meeting representatives of Myanmar's National Unity Government
(NUG), a self-declared parallel body dominated by former lawmakers from Aung San Suu Kyi's
ousted party.

The NUG considers itself the country's legitimate government but the junta regards its
members as "terrorists."

The junta also slammed its exclusion from the summit as "one-sided and malicious".

https://mizzima.com/article/junta-condemns-asean-plan-engage-myanmar-opposition

Myanmar Junta’s Massacres Escalating in Absence of UN, ASEAN Response
By NAYT THIT | 12 November 2022

Repeated failures by the international community, including the UN and ASEAN, to act
decisively have emboldened Myanmar’s junta to massacre hundreds of civilians and resistance
forces opposing military rule.

The junta launched its brutal crackdown on peaceful, unarmed pro-democracy demonstrators
soon after last year’s coup in February, firing live rounds at crowds of anti-regime protesters.

After witnessing the killings of several protesters, 23-year-old network engineer Nyi Nyi Aung
Htet Naing pleaded for international intervention in a Feb. 27 Facebook post that asked “How
many dead bodies are needed for the UN to take action?”

The next morning, he was shot dead by regime forces.

He was among at least 15 protesters killed by the regime in a brutal crackdown on a peaceful
demonstration.

Twenty months later, the United Nations and Association of Southeast Asian Nations have
failed to take action against ongoing massacres of civilians by junta forces.

Trigger-happy troops killed around 80 protesters across the country on March 14 last year
alone. Yangon’s industrial hub of Hlaing Tharyar Township saw the biggest massacre that day,
with more than 50 demonstrators, bystanders and pedestrians killed and several-dozen injured
in a cold-blooded crackdown.

Another 110 anti-regime protesters were slaughtered two weeks later on March 27, as the
junta marked the 76th Armed Forces Day.

Faced with resistance from locals defending themselves with slingshots and improvised
firearms and land mines, regime troops killed 40 villagers including children during two days of
raids on villages in western Depayin Township, Sagaing Region in early July 2021.
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In the same month, the bodies of around 40 people — including a child, a disabled person and a
senior citizen — killed by junta soldiers were discovered in the resistance stronghold of Kani
Township, Sagaing.

Myanmar’s parallel civilian National Unity Government demanded action from the UN security
council to stop the mass killings of civilians. None came.

The UN and international community’s repeated condemnations minus action only encouraged
the junta to continue its campaign of massacres against Myanmar’s people.

On Dec. 24 last year, 35 civilians including children, women and two members of the
international humanitarian group Save the Children were burned alive in seven vehicles by
regime forces as they fled a clash between resistance fighters and junta troops in Hpruso
Township, Kayah State.

May brought yet another murderous atrocity when junta troops slit the throats of 29 villagers
and burned their houses during a raid on Mon Taing Pin Village in Ye-U Township, Sagaing.

In September, a junta airstrike and infantry attack on a school in Let Yet Kone Village in
Sagaing’s Depayin Township killed nine children and six adults.

When even that massacre failed to trigger international action, the junta used warplanes to
bomb a concert in Hpakant Township, Kachin State on Oct. 23. Around 75 people, including
civilians, Kachin musicians and officers of the Kachin Independence Army were killed in the
strike. Two more massacres by regime troops in Sagaing’s Monywa and Kantbalu townships in
early November killed 32 more people, including resistance fighters.

As of Oct. 23, the junta had committed at least 20 massacres in which seven to 20 people were
killed, the shadow civilian National Unity Government’s human rights minister, U Aung Myo
Min, told The Irrawaddy on Thursday.

The UN is responsible for preventing such war crimes and crimes against humanity as part of its
global mission to promote development and well-being for the world’s peoples, he added.

“The UN’s lack of action is spurring junta atrocities against Myanmar’s people,” said the human
rights minister.

“We really feel frustrated by the inaction of the international community. It has been too slow
[to stop the junta from conducting mass killings of civilians]. We were shocked by one citizen’s
qguestion asking how many people had to be killed before the UN takes action.”

The UN and ASEAN have faced severe criticism from the Special Advisory Council for Myanmar
(SAC-M), an independent group of prominent former UN human rights experts, for giving the
junta free rein to continue committing atrocities, mass killings of civilians, arson attacks and
indiscriminate bombardments of residents including children.
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“Without action, they [the UN and ASEAN] are complicit in the junta’s crimes,” the human
rights group said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/myanmar-juntas-massacres-escalating-in-
absence-of-un-asean-response.html

UN Chief Admits World Has Failed the People of Junta-Ruled Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 November 2022

The UN Secretary-General says the globe has failed the people of Myanmar, which has been
engulfed by violence since the military staged a coup last year.

“The international community as a whole has failed. And the UN is part of [the] international
community. It is dramatic to see the suffering of the Myanmarese people,” said Anténio
Guterres, after being asked at Saturday’s ASEAN Summit for his response to criticism that the
United Nations and ASEAN have failed the Myanmar people.

Myanmar has been plunged in bloody conflict since the military ousted Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s
civilian government in February last year.

The UN chief’s admission came after almost two years in which the junta has brutalized the
country with extrajudicial killings, arbitrary arrests and airstrikes despite pleas by its people for
the world body to intervene. The junta has so far killed more than 2,400 people amid the lack of
international pushback.

The UN Secretary-General said, however, that he believed the Indonesian government would
make progress on Myanmar when it takes the ASEAN helm next year.

“My special envoy is ready to fully cooperate with the ASEAN envoy in order to be able to
create the conditions, to establish, as | mentioned, a democratic transition to let the political
prisoners go in freedom and to end the dramatic violations of human rights in Myanmar,” he
said.

Like the UN, ASEAN has been accused of failing Myanmar by sticking to its five-point peace plan
despite it being largely ignored by the junta.

Saturday’s summit saw the bloc announce additional measures for implementation of the plan,
known as the Five-Point Consensus, after ASEAN leaders identified the military regime as
responsible for blocking progress. ASEAN also called on the UN to support implementation.

The additional measures include “concrete, practical and measurable indicators with a specific
timeline” and engagement with all stakeholders — which opens the way to meetings with
representatives of Myanmar’s National Unity Government (NUG), a parallel government
dominated by former lawmakers from Suu Kyi’s party.
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“Engagement would be done in a flexible and informal manner, primarily undertaken by the
Special Envoy of the ASEAN Chair on Myanmar,” ASEAN leaders said in the statement.

On Monday, former United Nations experts from the Special Advisory Council for Myanmar
(SAC-M) called on the UN to answer the ASEAN call for support.

“The UN must respond to ASEAN’s calls by using enforceable mechanisms to advance
accountability for Myanmar and exert all possible pressure on the junta. ASEAN cannot deal
with the junta alone,” said Marzuki Darusman, former chair of the UN Independent
International Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar.

ASEAN leaders also maintained the ban on regime representatives participating in the bloc’s
high-level meetings but failed to extend it throughout the ASEAN system, where Myanmar
retains influence.

The junta dismissed the decisions made at Saturday’s summit, saying it would not accept
ASEAN resolutions made in Myanmar’s absence.

The military regime, which brands the NUG and its affiliates as terrorist organizations, said it
“strongly objected and condemned the attempts by ASEAN member states to engage with
those unlawful and terrorist organizations through any means and forms.”

The regime’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs warned that the implementation of the Five-Point
Consensus was a process and “inserting additional pressure by setting a timeframe will create
more negative implications than positive ones.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/un-chief-admits-world-has-failed-the-
people-of-junta-ruled-myanmar.html
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