PEACE Info (November 8, 2022)

Freeing Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, Political Prisoners is Only Path to Myanmar Peace: NLD
Nearly 70 Myanmar Regime Personnel Killed in Four Days of Resistance Attacks
Mother Killed as Myanmar Junta Artillery Targets Sagaing Civilians

Karen Rebels Claim to Have Killed 369 Myanmar Junta Troops in October

13 civilians killed, nearly 200 others arrested by junta in KNU-controlled area
Myanmar military cutting off vital maritime lifelines in northern Rakhine State
Frontier Myanmar Panel Myanmar’s Ethnic Forces and the Revolution: Where do they
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Myanmar Shadow Govt Barred From Global Town Hall Meeting After UN Objects
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Freeing Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, Political Prisoners is Only Path to Myanmar Peace: NLD
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 November 2022

Myanmar’s ousted National League for Democracy (NLD) has urged leaders of the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and their global peers to push for the release of Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi and the country’s other political prisoners, as Myanmar’s crisis can only be resolved
through meetings between the popular leader and foreign special envoys.

Myanmar has suffered almost two years of turmoil and violence since the military staged a
coup, claiming fraud at the 2020 election in which the NLD won a landslide victory.
International monitors dismissed that claim as false.

The military regime detained Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and the country’s President U Win Myint
before trying them on various charges. The junta has also detained another 12,890 people,
mostly for anti-regime activism.

The regime has launched a brutal crackdown on protesters while struggling to quell popular
armed resistance against military rule that has sprung up nationwide. So far, the junta has killed
more than 2,400 people but failed to establish control over the strife-torn country.

In April last year, ASEAN adopted a five-point peace plan for its member Myanmar that includes
the immediate cessation of violence and a dialogue between all parties. But the peace plan has
been ineffective as the regime has failed to implement its points. Special envoys from ASEAN
and the UN visited the country but were barred from meeting Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. ASEAN
has been criticized for sticking to the five-point plan, and pressed to engage with Myanmar’s
shadow National Unity Government rather than working with the junta.

The NLD’s statement, released Tuesday on the second anniversary of its electoral victory that
was cancelled by the military, and ahead of an ASEAN summit that will prioritize Myanmar’s
plight, also warned that international assistance to solve the country’s problems must be
practical and respect Myanmar people’s desires.

It added that the international community must beware that a narrow focus on solving
immediate problems may not only damage Myanmar’s democratic movement and human
rights but also push the country further into conflict,” it said.

The junta has said a general election will be held early next. The NLD and many in the
international community have denounced the move as fraudulent.

Marking the second anniversary of Myanmar’s 2020 election on Tuesday, US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said the regime’s planned sham election, which could not possibly be free and
fair in the current context, would only fuel more violence, prolong the crisis, and defer the
country’s transition to democracy and stability.
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“We urge the international community to deny the military and its so-called ‘elections’,
credibility and instead meaningfully engage with pro-democracy leaders who uphold a vision
for an inclusive and prosperous Burma [Myanmar],” he said, while pledging US support for the
country’s pro-democracy movement.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/freeing-daw-aung-san-suu-kyi-political-prisoners-is-
only-path-to-myanmar-peace-nld.html

Nearly 70 Myanmar Regime Personnel Killed in Four Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 November 2022

An army major and at least six pro-regime militia members were among 67 regime forces killed
by People’s Defense Force groups (PDFs) during their relentless attacks on regime targets
across the country in the last four days.

The PDFs also seized a junta cargo ship carrying 15,000 rice bags of rations for the military.
Incidents were reported in Mandalay, Magwe, Sagaing, Bago and Tanintharyi regions.
Some military casualties could not be independently verified.

Army major assassinated in Mandalay

Army major Than Naing Soe’s body is seen on a river bank where
he died while attempting to escape PDF fighters who
assassinated him in Mandaya Township on Monday. / Tawgyi
Mway Pwaye

The resistance group Tawgyi Mway Pwaye claimed that it and
~ two other PDF groups jointly assassinated army Major Aung
Naing Soe in Madaya Township, Mandalay Region on Monday.

The victim was killed while he was at his house in Mway Taline
Village.

A PDF photo shows the dead body of an army major.

20 junta soldiers killed, injured in Tanintharyi

Local resistance group King Cobra Force claimed to have killed or injured at least 20 regime
forces when it used a cluster of land mines to ambush three military vehicles between Palaw
and Myeik townships, Tanintharyi Region on Monday morning.

The convoy was attacked while it was traveling from Palaw to Myeik. During the ambush, two
vehicles were destroyed.
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Four junta soldiers killed in Tanintharyi

Four regime soldiers were killed and another injured in Tanintharyi Township, Tanintharyi
Region on Sunday when two PDF groups clashed with regime forces near a village, said PDF-
Myeik District, which coordinated the attack.

Regime forces attacked in Tanintharyi

Junta ammunition seized by PDF groups during a clash
B e B with regime forces in Bokepyiin Township last Friday. /
600DEVODCIGCOOV{C: - . . .
Tanintharyi Regional PDF
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pea injured in Bokepyin Township, Tanintharyi Region last
Friday when Kawthaung District PDF and another local
resistance group jointly used land mines to ambush 15
regime forces of military Light Infantry Battalion 560 near

a village, said the resistance groups.
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Some junta explosives and ammunition were also seized
by the PDF groups.

Junta ration ship sized by PDF in Sagaing

% Residents take rice bags from a junta cargo ship
. seized by CDSOM in Myaung Township on
Sunday. / Ko Nway Oo-Myaung

A cargo ship carrying 15,000 rice bags for the
military was seized by the Civil Defense and
Security Organization of Myaung (CDSOM) in
Myaung Township, Sagaing Region on Sunday,
the group claimed.

The vessel was seized while it was traveling south from Mandalay along the Irrawaddy River.
The PDF group said it shared the rice bags with residents of the township.

It also said it abandoned the cargo ship after being tipped off that a military flotilla and a
military detachment of 70 soldiers were heading towards the PDF-occupied ship.

Three junta forces killed in Sagaing
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Three regime forces were killed in Myinmu Township, Sagaing Region on Sunday when two PDF
groups used grenades to attack regime forces guarding the junta-controlled Myanmar
Economic Bank in the town of Myinmu, claimed Zero Guerrilla Force, which coordinated the
attack.

17 junta soldiers, six PDF fighters killed in intense clash in Sagaing

Seventeen regime soldiers and six resistance fighters were killed during an intense clash in
Monywa Township, Sagaing Region on Sunday when four PDF groups jointly attacked about 150
regime forces stationed in a village, said Chindwin Attack Force, which coordinated the attack.

In the clash, regime forces used over 100 heavy explosives and some chemical weapons that
left the PDF fighters feeling dizzy, the PDF groups said.

After facing PDF attacks, three regime military detachments responded with offensive actions
against the resistance groups.

In the clashes, a total of six resistance members were killed. Of those, two were PDF fighters
who were executed by regime forces as soon as they were captured.

A video shot by the PDF groups shows PDF fighters engaged in a heavy clash.
Junta police outpost attacked by PDF drone in Sagaing

A local PDF group, Tiger Women Drone Forces, claimed to have bombed a junta police station in
Kyauk Yit Village in Myaung Township, Sagaing Region using drones on Sunday morning.

However, regime casualties were unknown.

An aerial video shot by the PDF group shows blasts in the compound of the police station after
being bombed by a drone.

Junta motorboat bombed in Sagaing

A military motorboat was bombed by the Drone Team of Katha-PDF group in Katha Township,
Sagaing Region on Monday, according to the group.

The vessel was attacked while traveling to Katha Township from neighboring Shwegu Township
in Kachin State along the Irrawaddy River.

An aerial video shows a bomb dropped by the Katha Drone Team exploding on the roof of the
motorboat. However, it is unknown whether there were any casualties.

Junta police station bombed in Sagaing

Three junta police officers were killed in Salingyi Township, Sagaing Region on Sunday when
two PDF groups used 60-mm, 80-mm and 120-mm motor rounds to bomb a township police
station in the town of Salingyi, said Brother Defense Forces, which was involved in the attacks.
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The group said it used over 60 mortar shells to attack the police station. All PDF members
escaped from the area despite regime forces responding with heavy explosives and automatic
firearms.

12 junta forces killed in fierce clash in Bago

At least 12 regime soldiers were killed and many others injured in Yaytashe Township, Bago
Region last Friday when Northern Thandaung PDF group ambushed 90 soldiers between two
villages, the PDF group claimed.

After being attacked for four hours, the regime forces retreated from the area. A video shows
PDF fighters engaged in a fierce clash.

Pro-regime militia leader, village administrator killed in Bago

Pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia leader Than Tun after his
assassination by a PDF group in Oakpo Township on Monday. /
Bago Region PDF

A pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia leader and a junta-appointed
village administrator were killed in Paungde and Oakpo townships,
Bago Region on Monday and Saturday, said Bago Region PDF.

On Monday afternoon, Tharyarwaddy District PDF group
assassinated Pyu Saw Htee militia leader Than Tun on a road in Oakpo Township.

The PDF group said Than Tun, who was also a junta informant, was armed.

On Saturday morning, U Saung Tin, a junta-appointed administrator of Phar Yar Gyi Village in
Paungde Township, was killed by PDF-Pyay District.

Bago Region PDF said both assassinations were parts of Operation Nann Htike Aung against
regime targets.

Five pro-regime militia members killed in Magwe

Five pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members were reportedly killed in Myaing Township,
Magwe Region on Sunday morning when three PDF groups attacked a militia group from a
village.

The military group was attacked from close range as they were heading out to do farm work,
said Pakokku PDF group, which was involved in the shootout.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nearly-70-myanmar-regime-personnel-killed-in-
four-days-of-resistance-attacks.html
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Mother Killed as Myanmar Junta Artillery Targets Sagaing Civilians
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 8 November 2022

A 30-year-old mother was killed and her mother, husband and 3-year-old daughter seriously
injured by regime shelling in Shein Makar village, Wetlet Township, Sagaing Region on Monday,
according to residents.

A shell fired by junta troops stationed at the Shein Makar police outpost struck the family’s
house at about 7.50 pm, said villagers, who expressed anger over the indiscriminate artillery
attack.

The religious festival of Tazaung Mone falls on Tuesday, but residents of Shein Makar shunned
the traditional rituals of lighting candles, making food, giving alms and visiting temples over fear
of further junta attacks.

“Instead of respecting the Buddhist festival period, they fired a shell into the village without any
reason,” said one resident.

Shein Makar is just 24 kilometers southeast of Wetlet, home to the Unesco world heritage site
of Hanlin, an ancient Buddhist city.

Despite the shelling, no clashes between junta troops and resistance forces have been reported
in the area recently.

Ko Phyo Zaw Oo, a spokesman for Wetlet People’s Defense Force (PDF), confirmed the artillery
attack but said the PDF was not fighting regime forces in the area.

“They are shelling villages without facing encounters against us. We have been avoiding them
for over a week after they deployed more troops. | am speechless over this inhumane act,” he
said of the artillery attack on civilians.

On Tuesday, junta soldiers deployed at Shein Makar also torched houses in nearby Padauk
Choung village, forcing hundreds of residents to flee, said locals. Meanwhile, two regime
fighter-jets were spotted in the east of Wetlet Township.

Junta forces began attacking villages in eastern Wetlet Township in October and have killed at
least 12 civilians and 20 residents. Thousands of villagers in the area have fled their homes.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/mother-killed-as-myanmar-junta-artillery-targets-

sagaing-civilians.html
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Karen Rebels Claim to Have Killed 369 Myanmar Junta Troops in October
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 November 2022

Almost 6,000 Myanmar junta troops have reportedly been killed in clashes in Karen State since
last year, including around 369 deaths in October.

The country’s oldest rebel group the Karen National Union (KNU) and its armed wings, the
Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and Karen National Defense Organizations, have been
fighting the regime since March last year after hundreds of peaceful anti-regime demonstrators
were killed across the country.

Resistance groups trained and armed by the KNU fight with the Karen forces in Karen and Mon
states and Bago and Tanintharyi regions.

The rebel group said on Monday that 286 clashes with regime troops and its border guard allies
were reported during October.

Around 369 regime troops were killed and 302 injured while six resistance fighters were killed
and 46 suffered injuries, according to the KNU. The Irrawaddy could not independently verify
the reports.

Four regime soldiers surrendered, 33 soldiers were captured, 18 military vehicles were
destroyed and the junta conducted six airstrikes last month, according to the KNU.

On October 28, the KNLA and its allies raided a police outpost in Kawkareik Township, Karen
State, killing a regime soldier and seizing around 20 weapons and ammunition.

Another heavy clash broke out in Kawkareik town on October 21 when Karen troops attacked
junta targets, including a district police office and an administrative office.

The junta responded with indiscriminate shelling and aerial bombardments of resistance forces
and residential areas.

On October 16, sixteen soldiers, including a major and two captains, were captured along with
weapons when Karen resistance troops attacked junta reinforcements in the northwest of
Kyainseikgyi Township in Karen State.

Six other junta soldiers were reportedly killed.

The KNU said 3,664 regime and border militia troops have been killed and 2,700 injured in
3,845 clashes with Karen forces between January and October.

An estimated 2,190 junta troops were killed and 2,048 injured in 3,152 clashes last year.

More than 300,000 civilians have fled their homes with more than a third of them urgently
needing humanitarian aid, the KNU reported.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/karen-rebels-claim-to-have-killed-369-myanmar-
junta-troops-in-october.html

13 civilians killed, nearly 200 others arrested by junta in KNU-controlled area

By Thanlwintimes - November 8, 2022

Kawthoolei, November (8) - The arbitrarily shooting
by military council and Border Guard Forces (BGF) in
Kawthoolei area killed 13 civilians, including a monk
and novice, while nearly 200 others were detained in
October, according to KNU.

The military council and allied BGFs are conducting
daily military operations inside the Kawthoolei
administrative area, so there are daily clashes with

the KNLA / KNDO.

The military council and BGF forces have deliberately fired heavy weapons into villages and
workplaces where innocent civilians live and carried out airstrikes targeting civilians.

In addition, the military council and its allies have been burning and destroying people’s houses,
looting valuables and money, killing and eating livestock owned by the locals, threatening,
arresting, and torturing the residents. The KNU statement stated that the local villagers are
facing many difficulties because they are not allowed to harvest.

In October, 10 civilians were killed due to the deliberate firing of heavy weapons and small
arms by the military council and BGF forces on villages in the KNU’s Thaton, Nyaunglaybin,
Myeik-Dawei , Hpapun, and Dooplayar districts. The three civilians were also shot and killed for
no reason, and 36 others were injured, the KNU statement said.

Similarly, 41 local people’s homes, including a monastery, were destroyed due to mortar shells
and arson attacks by the military council and the BGF troops.

In addition to the airstrikes on the villages, the regime forces arrested nearly 200 civilians and
forcibly took 700 lakhs from the people.

In the KNU’s Nyaunglaybin District, the military council arrested some villagers, interrogated
them, tortured them, forced them to serve as porters, and used them as human shields.

The military council forbids rice harvesting in Kyaukgyi and Mone townships, making it
impossible for the locals to earn a living. Furthermore, civilians in the Myeik-Dawei district have
been subjected to army restrictions on food transportation.
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More than 300,000 people have fled the violence as a result of daily fighting in the Kawthoolei
administrative area, and more than 100,000 individuals are in dire need of humanitarian aid.

https://thanlwintimes.com/2022/11/08/13-civilians-killed-nearly-200-others-arrested-by-junta-
in-knu-controlled-area/

Myanmar military cutting off vital maritime lifelines in northern Rakhine State

Local civilians say the restrictions, imposed in the wake of clashes with the Arakan Army, are
severely impacting their lives

Thein San | Published on Nov 8, 2022

A ferry leaves the Angumaw Port in Rathedaung for
the Yae Chan Pyin Port in Sittwe in February 2020
(EPA)

Myanmar’s military has moved to tighten its
control over northern Rakhine State in recent
weeks by severing maritime links between major
towns, according to local sources.

Residents have reported that most ferry services
have been suspended throughout the state since late last month, amid serious clashes between
junta forces and the Arakan Army (AA).

Travel via inland waterways has been banned in almost the entirety of Rakhine State since
October 19, but many areas began to see new restrictions being put in place in mid-August, as
fighting between the military and the AA started to heat up.

Coastal and river routes are the only way to access many parts of the state, especially in the
north.

At least 18 people, including ferry owners, have been arrested on various charges, including
violations of the Unlawful Associations Act and the Inland Vessel Law, in connection with the
regime’s restrictions on marine transport, sources said.

Since September, a total of 13 ferries have been seized in Sittwe, Ponnagyun and Pauktaw
townships, sources in those areas told Myanmar Now.

Last Friday, around 20 junta personnel, including soldiers and police, opened fire on a ferry
carrying passengers and cargo from Sittwe to Buthidaung and arrested everyone on board,
according to locals.
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While the ferry’s 16 passengers were later released, its captain was charged under Section 43 of
the Inland Vessel Law, sources said.

The following day, another ferry was reportedly seized near the main port in the town of
Myebon. Three people were arrested, but later released.

The Yae Chan Pyin Port in Sittwe, the state capital, has also been declared off-limits, despite
serving as a key link between the city and the towns of Rathedaung, Buthidaung and
Maungdaw.

There have also been reports of arrests being made at other locations, such as at a bridge near
the village of Amyintgyun, where the crew of a ferry was recently caught illegally loading and
unloading cargo due to the closure of the nearest port.

Nine ferry owners were arrested in the same area on October 12 and charged under the Inland
Vessel Law. Two were also accused of having ties to the AA, which is an offence under the
Unlawful Associations Act.

“A couple of them admitted to paying taxes [to the AA], so they were hit with extra charges,”
said one local who did not want to be named.

A number of roads have also been closed, including the one linking Minbya and Myebon, which
has been blocked since October 2.

Currently, the only ferry service allowed to operate in the state is the one run by the Shwe Pyi
Tan ferry company, which carries passengers from Taungup to Sittwe via Munaung, Yanbye and
Kyaukphyu.

Some communities have reported a growing scarcity of medicine and other essential supplies
since the restrictions on marine travel were put in place.

On September 27, a medical officer in Myebon was arrested and questioned for a week in
connection with the seizure of a ferry that was found to be carrying medication for the town’s
regional hospital. Three others were also detained in that case.

Meanwhile, local fishermen say they also risk being targeted, especially if they take their boats
out at night.

“Being unable to fish at night for such a long time is harming our livelihoods. They should at
least have some sympathy for the hardships of honest civilians,” said one Sittwe fisherman.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-cutting-off-vital-maritime-
lifelines-in-northern-rakhine-state
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Frontier Myanmar Panel Myanmar’s Ethnic Forces and the Revolution: Where do they stand?

By Khuensai Jaiyen |November 9, 2022

Allow me to start my presentation with the words | don’t know much. But I'll try to present
what | believe is happening and focus on what | think will be helpful for all of us to know.

Khuensai Jaiyen

First, to answer the question: Where do the ethnic forces stand? They, at least
most of them, stand on the yet to be fulfilled promises of the 1947 Panglong,
which, in brief, guarantees: Shared rule in the central government, autonomy or
self-rule with their own laws governing the internal affairs, democracy and

human rights, and the right to manage their finances called financial autonomy.

The Burmese rulers, when they are fighting among themselves, remember Panglong,
but tend to forget it once they have made up with each other. That was what an ethnic
leader essentially informed the US ambassador who was visiting Chiang Mai on 13
October. This, to many, is the big reason why “a critical mass of EAOs,” to use the words
of CSIS’s Gregory Poling, has not been sold on the NUG and its revolution.

Currently the non-Burmese forces are divided into 4 categories:

1. The firstis hurt by what the Burmese SAC did to its Burmese people, receiving them

with open arms and even fighting for them, hoping when it is won, they will not be
forgotten again.

The second remains outside of the conflict, maintaining relations with both sides.
Arms and ammo for the resistance are believed to be coming from them.

The third, seeing the country has become a land without a legitimate ruler, tries to
win more territory, likely hoping that when the dust settles, they will be in
possession of sizeable swathes of land, at least to bargain with whoever is in charge
in NPT. Please remember, this was how the UWSA had won areas bordering
Thailand in 1996.

The 4th grouping says they had signed an agreement to make peace, not war.
There’s nothing to gain when a superpower is a neighbor, and other powers keep
calling for peace and dialogue. Also key neighbors: Thailand and India want stability
in Burma, fearing that if Burma falls, they would be in trouble too. One leader | know
is not tired of relating what a villager had told him years ago, after they returned
from the negotiations in Rangoon. “General, we are not familiar with all these high-
sounding words you’ve been telling us: human rights, democracy or federalism. But |
do understand one thing: I've been running from place to place all my life and I'm
tired of doing it again. Take as much time as you like to parley. But please, | beg of
you, please don’t fight. That’s all | ask for.”
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Today, we keep hearing that all people hate the SAC. Which | believe is true. But they are also
sick of war, sick of endlessly moving from place to place. They want to return to their homes
and get back to their normal life.

The PPST, which represents the 2015 agreement signatories, thinks, for these people’s sake, it
ought to work in three areas: Humanitarian Assistance, Civilian Protection, and Inclusive
Dialogue.

So when the SAC chief called for peace talks on 22 April, they jumped for it, hoping it could, by
steps, widen up the space for all stakeholders to join. Since then, two rounds of talks have
taken place. But so far, to their disappointment, the talks have not shown any signs of
becoming an entry point for all.

Before stopping, let me answer another question. Posted by myself. Who, if not Superman, can
solve Myanmar problem?

As you know, it was ASEAN Special Envoy Mr. Prak Sokhonn who had said even Superman
couldn’t solve the Myanmar problem. I’'m sure he’s right. Not because Superman wears his
underpants outside. But because this is a job not for one Superhero. Each of them has tried
sanctions, humanitarian assistance, war and peace talks. But none seems to be bearing fruit. So
how about trying what Mr. Jurin Laksanawisit said when he became the leader of Thailand’s
Democrat Party?

“Gone are the days of Superman.

Here come the Avengers.”

Which means if all the superheroes join hands together, we are sure to win.

Permit me to stop here and if there is time, I'll report how the talks are going.

One thing at least is certain: If the regional or international community tries to have only the NUG and
SAC hold talks, and assuming that these two reach an agreement, the fight will still not end there, as
long as the rights of the non-Burmese people are not recognized.

Thank you.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25563

The Myanmar military’s deadliest airstrikes

As ASEAN appoints the head of the junta’s air force as chair of next year’s Air Chiefs
Conference, Myanmar Now looks back at five fatal air attacks carried out under his command

Myanmar Now | Published on Nov 8, 2022

Gen Tun Aung, commander of Myanmar’s air force, was granted the chairmanship of next year’s Air
Chiefs Conference within the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) last week, as airstrikes
continue to kill and displace civilians nationwide.
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Two fighter jets are pictured during a training
exercise (Cincds)

In granting the distinction to the general, activist
group Justice for Myanmar accused ASEAN on
Tuesday of “knowingly aiding and abetting the junta
to continue its war crimes and crimes against
humanity.”

“It is unacceptable that ASEAN and its partners see it
as appropriate to allow the junta to lead regional defence bodies, providing it with legitimacy,
support and platforms for its disinformation and propaganda,” JFM spokesperson Yadanar
Maung said in a statement.

At the time of reporting, estimates compiled by the UN’s Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs suggested that 1.4m people had been displaced by “ongoing hostilities”
throughout Myanmar since the February 2021 coup. However, recent data from local
organisations with direct access to conflict areas indicate that this number is likely much higher,
and due to the junta’s air and ground offensives.

Map of Myanmar indicating the locations of five
major airstrikes during 2022 (Myanmar Now)

Nearly 2,500 people have been killed by the
regime's armed forces during this same period and
nearly 13,000 placed in detention, according to the
Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, which
provides the disclaimer that the actual figures may
be greater than the number the organisation is
able to verify.

At least 19 killed

From Karenni State to Sagaing Region and Kachin
State, Myanmar Now has highlighted five of the
military’s most brutal aerial attacks on the public
e Over the last year. The assaults relied on a range of
aircrafts to drop bombs and fire light weapons on the targeted areas, as well as to send junta
troops to continue raids of villages.

100 mika

A Nang Pa, Kachin State

The October 23 aerial bombing of a music festival A Nang Pa, 20 miles north of Hpakant town in
Kachin State, has been called the junta’s “single deadliest attack” by civil society organisation
Progressive Voice.
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Hundreds of civilians had gathered for a concert commemorating the 62nd anniversary of the
founding of the Kachin Independence Organisation (KIO) when military jets, presumably Yak-
130 models, dropped three bombs on and around the main stage at 9pm. Some 62 people were
initially killed in the airstrike, including well-known Kachin performing artists, KIO officers, and
area villagers.

“There were pieces of flesh or parts of hands or legs that had been blown off, and into nearby
trees,” a rescue worker at the scene told Myanmar Now.

| Victims of the airstrike on A Nang Pa on October 23
(Supplied)

An estimated 30 of the 100 people who were injured
in the attack died in the days that followed, after the
military set up roadblocks around A Nang Pa and
denied access to medical treatment for the wounded.

Junta authorities also reportedly warned local
religious leaders in Hpakant not to hold large memorial services for the deceased, and to only
allow immediate members of their household to attend the funerals.

Pa Dat Taing, Sagaing Region

A military airstrike on the closing ceremony for a resistance group’s combat training course in
Pa Dat Taing, Myinmu Township, was reinforced by a ground assault after troops were airlifted
into the area on January 31.

An Mi-35 attack helicopter from the Northwestern Military Command in Monywa fired on the
Sagaing Region village home to 2,500 people, while two other helicopters airlifted around 40
soldiers to the site. They occupied the community for three days, after which locals found the
burned bodies of the estimated 20 victims of the assault.

Among those identified were: Myo Chit, 60; Pauk Sa, 57; Khin Maung Soe, 50; Tun Tun, 50; Moe
Swe, 50; Myo Khaing, 40; Kyaw Myo Oo, 40; Chit Myo Myo, 40, and Min Naing, 30.

Letyetkone, Sagaing Region

At least seven children and six adults were killed when the military launched air and ground
assaults on several villages in Sagaing Region’s Depayin Township on September 16, including
on a school in a monastery compound in the village of Letyetkone.

A resident of the area said that the aircraft appeared without warning and fired indiscriminately
on Letyetkone, Thitton and Nyaung Hla villages.
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Photos taken after the September 16 attack on
Letyetkone show extensive damage to the village
school (Depayin Township IDP Support / Facebook

“They just suddenly came out of nowhere and started
shooting. The two helicopters hovered overhead and
fired down on us. When the jets passed over us, there
was nothing we could do but lie flat on the ground,”
he said.

Most of the confirmed casualties were at the Letyetkone school, where junta troops also held
teachers and students hostage before sending 12 of them—including injured children,
volunteers, and other civilians—to neighbouring Ye-U Township, according to Myanmar’s
publicly mandated National Unity Government. Only 10 were later released.

Yin Paung Taing, Sagaing Region

One of the most violent and prolonged assaults by junta forces occurred in the village of Yin
Paung Taing in Sagaing’s Yinmabin Township.

On August 11, three Mi-35 attack helicopters from Monywa attacked the village from the air,
while 60 soldiers were dropped from three helicopters and launched a ground offensive before
stationing themselves in a monastery for three days.

The ruins of Yin Paung Taing village following the August
airstrike (Supplied)

After they left, the remains of 19 people, including a 10-
year-old girl, were found. Many of the victims appeared
to have been killed by heavy and light weaponry, and
two elderly people died of starvation during the
occupation.

“The village felt like a cemetery and the smell of rotten
flesh was everywhere,” a local man said.

The airstrike was carried out soon after 80 members of a resistance group travelling from
neighbouring Chin State had stopped in Yin Paung Taing to rest, leading locals to speculate that
the military had received intel regarding the guerrilla force’s movements and that they had
likely been the target of the attack.

Hpruso, Karenni State

Two sisters, 12 and 15 years old, were killed along with a man in his 50s when a junta airplane
bombed an internally displaced persons (IDP) camp near Ree Khee Bu village in Karenni State’s
Hpruso Township on January 17.
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“The shrapnel hit the building where the girls were sleeping... their bodies were completely
ripped apart and flew everywhere,” a camp volunteer said, adding that the bomb exploded
around 120 feet from the camp and left a five—foot-deep crater.

Damage from the airstrike on the IDP camp near Ree
Khee Bu (KFBR)

Two more bombs exploded in a different area of the
camp where buildings were under construction.

Around 700 IDPs had been staying in the camp since
fleeing the village of Moso in late December 2021,
where junta troops massacred dozens of people on

Christmas Eve.

After the January airstrike, they fled again.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/the-myanmar-militarys-deadliest-airstrikes

War-Crime Committing Myanmar Junta Air Chief Appointed to Lead ASEAN Body
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 November 2022

Myanmar’s junta air force chief, General Tun Aung, has been appointed chair of the ASEAN Air
Chiefs Conference (AACC) while directing a brutal aerial bombing campaign against civilians at
home.

The chair rotated to Myanmar at a meeting of the 19th AACC in Laos, held amid regime
airstrikes that are killing a growing number of civilians including children, triggering global
condemnation.

Targets of junta airstrikes in recent weeks include a school in Let Yet Kone Village, Depayin
Township in Sagaing, where at least 12 people including seven children were killed, and a
concert held by the Kachin Independence Organization in Hpakant, Kachin State on October 23,
where around 80 people were killed.

Tun Aung poses for a group photo at the 19th ASEAN
Air Chiefs Conference in Laos last week. (Photo:

-
' GNLM)
\

I

General Tun Aung led the junta delegation attending
the 19th AACC in Laos on Friday (Nov. 4).

Junta-controlled state media said on Tuesday that
Tun Aung also met with the air force chiefs of Laos,
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Brunei and Thailand on Nov. 3 to discuss strengthening cooperation, including to combat
“terrorism”.

The junta uses the word terrorism to describe armed resistance to its military rule in Myanmar.

On Nowv. 4, the Laos air force chief transferred the ASEAN Air Chief Conference chair to
Myanmar for the 20th AACC in 2023, the junta announced.

Tun Aung was promoted from chief of staff to air force chief in January, replacing General
Maung Maung Kyaw. Under his command, the air force has escalated its brutal campaign
against Myanmar’s people, inflicting heavier civilian casualties and damage and even crossing
the border into Bangladesh and Thailand on bombing missions.

“General Tun Aung must be held accountable for his crimes under international law, not
emboldened to step up his slaughter of civilians,” rights group Justice for Myanmar (JFM) said in
a statement issued on Tuesday.

“ASEAN appointed General Tun Aung knowing that he and the junta he represents are
committing war crimes and crimes against humanity. ASEAN is therefore actively aiding and
abetting those international crimes,” the statement added.

JFM also pointed out that the Myanmar junta remains co-chair of the ASEAN Defense Ministers’
Meeting (ADMM) Plus Experts’ Working Group on counterterrorism.

JFM said that as co-chair of the regional bloc’s working group, the junta posts disinformation
and propaganda on the group’s website.

These posts label Myanmar’s shadow civilian government and democratic institutions — the
National Unity Government (NUG), Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH) and
People’s Defense Forces (PDFs) — as “terrorist”, a designation that the junta, which is a terrorist
organization under Myanmar and international law, uses as a pretext for its ongoing war crimes
and crimes against humanity, JFM said. The posts also espoused the military’s false claims that
the 2020 general election was marred by fraud.

The NUG and its parliamentary CRPH were formed by elected lawmakers of the National League
for Democracy and their ethnic allies in the wake of the Feb. 1 2021 coup.

The junta will lead the ASEAN Air Chiefs Conference next year, overseeing a series of
interactions between the region’s air forces and hosting the next ASEAN counterterrorism
meeting via video from December 5-6, JFM said.

“It is unacceptable that ASEAN and its partners see it as appropriate to allow the junta to lead
regional defense bodies, providing it with legitimacy, support and platforms for its
disinformation and propaganda,” JFM spokesperson Yadanar Maung said.
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JFM said the junta’s roles as chair of the ASEAN Air Chiefs Conference and co-chair of ADMM'’s
counterterrorism group must be revoked. It should also be deprived of control over the
counterterrorism working group’s website and excluded from all ASEAN meetings and activities,
the group added.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/war-crime-committing-myanmar-junta-air-chief-
appointed-to-lead-asean-body.html

Hun Sen Juggles Global, Regional Politics
By KAVI CHONGKITTAVORN | 9 November 2022

Who could have imagined that the world’s longest reigning prime minister, Samdech Akka
Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen—or Prime Minister Hun Sen, as he is more commonly
known—would stand in the front row defending Ukraine against Russia as the biggest war in
Europe since World War Il rages on?

On top of that, Hun Sen still has to juggle the Myanmar quagmire and the 17th East Asia
Summit, not to mention messy domestic politics in between.

This will be Hun Sen’s third summit, and presumably his last, a rare act for any ASEAN leader to
follow. Apart from meeting with his colleagues on Nov. 11, he will have two full and tightly
scheduled days on Nov. 12 and 13, with the eyes of the whole world on him and his country.

Truth be told, his international profile has been the subject of foreign scrutiny and analysis,
especially this year with Cambodia serving as ASEAN chair. This time around Hun Sen has the
biggest fish to fry, so he has to deploy all his political and diplomatic finesse with leaders from
the US, China, and Russia among others, who will shape the region and global trajectory in
years to come.

Hun Sen has been quick to seize upon the war in Ukraine and astutely take advantage of the
conflict to demonstrate to the world that once war-torn Cambodia’s independence must not be
likewise taken for granted. Most importantly, Phnom Penh’s strong support for the respect of
national sovereignty, especially of a smaller nation bordering bigger countries, rests on its
recent history. It was interesting the way Cambodia positioned itself on the Russian invasion of
Ukraine and its votes at the United Nations.

His country’s votes favoring the liberal West, albeit without calling for political sanctions, were
praised by the global community much to the chagrin of its former Indochinese members and
Russia, a former patron prior to the fall of the Berlin Wall.

To up the ante on Ukraine, Hun Sen and Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky had a
telephone conversation last week. He expressed concern over the recent attack on Kyiv and
other cities in Ukraine.
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“Cambodia is against the aggression, the threat of or use of force over sovereignty and the
territory of an independent state, and does not support the succession or the annexation of
territory by other countries,” he said.

The whole conversation was released and printed in the media. The message was clear and
simple: Ukraine, for the time being, we are with you all the way. Doubtless, he was invited by
Zelensky to visit Ukraine in the future. In return, Zelensky was invited to give a video speech to
the ASEAN summit.

Under the Cambodian chairmanship, ASEAN issued three joint statements in support of
Ukraine.

In addition, the chair encouraged Ukraine to accede to the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation
(TAC), the regional code of conduct with 51 signatories from all corners of the world.

This is an important move within the ASEAN community to show Ukraine as a sovereign state.
For this purpose, Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba will visit Phnom Penh on Saturday
to sign the TAC along with Spain. Kyiv also has expressed the desire to become the bloc’s
sectoral dialogue partner. An ASEAN consensus is needed for admission.

Of late, it has been clear that Hun Sen has shifted his focus to Ukraine and the immediate
ASEAN-related summit instead of Myanmar.

In the beginning, he was so confident that he could make a difference in Myanmar with the
military junta given his sincerity and experience in the 13-year Cambodian conflict.

But Hun Sen was a bit unrealistic as he found out later as the junta leaders in Naypyitaw not
only ignored his pragmatic advice but also repeatedly rejected requests by his special envoy,
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn, to meet with all stakeholders
including Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and to release some political prisoners.

At the first ASEAN special meeting on Myanmar last April in Jakarta, Hun Sen was the only
ASEAN leader who spoke out, telling his Myanmar colleague empathically that ASEAN could
help end the conflict and bring normalcy back to the besieged country in much the same way as
ASEAN had once assisted Cambodia.

He also reminded Myanmar that at that time Cambodia was not even a member of ASEAN.
Phnom Penh joined ASEAN in October 1997, making it the last nation to join the union to date.

In August, he gave another strong push by writing to Senior General Min Aung Hlaing asking for
an amnesty for four activists sentenced to death, but the senior general still went ahead with
the executions.

Unfazed, on Aug. 19, Hun Sen again penned a long personal letter, his last, to the leader urging
him to respond to the five-point consensus (5PCs), which the senior general agreed with the
ASEAN members.
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If he failed to do so, Hun Sen warned, his ASEAN colleagues might ban Myanmar from all
meetings and recognize the National Unity Government (NUG).

He called the senior general “brother”, and the letter’s tone was friendly. He made clear that
before Prak Sokhonn’s third scheduled visit, there needed to be some substantial progress that
would warrant bringing Myanmar back into the ASEAN family again.

But his letter was once again ignored. Prak Sokhonn’s trip was subsequently further postponed.
Under the media’s radar, the chair’s task force team has visited Myanmar five times but
returned with reports of no progress.

Personally, Hun Sen has been intrigued by political developments in Myanmar due to the long
military conflicts there.

Seven days after assuming the ASEAN chair, Hun Sen went to Naypyitaw and sincerely hoped
that his experience in the Cambodian conflict would serve as valuable lessons as well as a rough
roadmap for the junta leaders in Myanmar to pursue regarding conflict prevention and a peace
process.

With the chairmanship of ASEAN coming to an end, he has now realized that the Myanmar
situation is an entirely different ballgame. Throughout the past 314 days, Hun Sen has been
patient and has waited for breakthroughs in Myanmar. But it has been like waiting for Godot.
Most importantly, Hun Sen’s trust in the State Administration Council (SAC) disappeared after
his appeal to save the four activists was bypassed.

At the end of October, during the special foreign ministerial meeting in Jakarta and subsequent
consultation, some ASEAN members wanted to ban Myanmar from all meetings.

Indeed, Cambodia has tried in vain to ensure that Myanmar would not be further isolated,
except for some key ministerial meetings. However, some other ASEAN members have insisted
on being strict with Myanmar with two members calling for Myanmar’s membership to be
suspended.

When ASEAN leaders meet on Nov. 11, they might agree to ban Myanmar from all meetings,
short of a complete suspension, and leave it open for individual members to initiate contact
with the NUG.

Malaysia has been quite open about meetings with NUG representatives while others have
done the same but so far have been quiet about them.

As chair of the East Asia Summit on Nov. 13, Hun Sen must demonstrate his diplomatic finesse
in engaging all EAS leaders, especially the US and Russian leaders. He must navigate discussions
in ways that will not disrupt the integrity and centrality of ASEAN.

Given the polarization that has plagued the international community since the Ukraine war
started, there will be walkouts and statements of condemnation from Ukraine’s supporters.
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Hun Sen must walk a fine line in stressing the desire of ASEAN to see peace prevail and
humanitarian assistance quickly delivered to the Ukrainian people. That has been the group’s
position all along.

For Hun Sen, the ASEAN chair and the ASEAN-related summit have been a good political
distraction and a great opportunity to show his other side—his ability to play with the big
league.

Once the big event ends, Cambodian political conundrums and dramas that have been swept
under the carpet will likely resurface once again.

Kavi Chongkittavorn is a veteran journalist on regional affairs.
This story first appeared in The Bangkok Post.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/hun-sen-juggles-global-regional-
politics.html

Myanmar Shadow Govt Barred From Global Town Hall Meeting After UN Objects

By THE IRRAWADDY 8 November 2022

@)i&gﬁﬁku FPC | o=z G BAL Global Town Hall 2022 press material released ahead of
o the meeting shows NUG Foreign Minister Daw Zin Mar
Sustaining Peace and Development
in a Divided World Aung among the speakers.
- 2% ﬁ Two representatives of Myanmar’s shadow National

Unity Government (NUG) were barred from
participating in the Global Town Hall 2022 meeting at
the last minute after the UN complained to a co-
organizer that their inclusion would amount to taking
sides in the country’s conflict, sources close to the
matter said.

ey

Joined by leading public figures such as former UN
Secretary General Ban Ki Moon, former Australian Prime

Free E-Certificate! REGISTER NOW .. . .

Saturday, 5 November 2022 www.gth2022.com Minister Kevin Rudd and current US Assistant Secretary

of State Daniel Kritenbrink among many others, Saturday’s livestreamed meeting, “Sustaining
Peace and Development in a Divided World”, was hosted by the Foreign Policy Community of
Indonesia (FPCI) in partnership with international advocacy organization Global Citizen to
discuss pressing foreign policy issues.

Global Citizen, also known as the Global Poverty Project, works with the UN in various sectors
including poverty reduction.
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Press materials released ahead of the meeting show NUG Foreign Minister Daw Zin Mar Aung
among the speakers, along with two senior UN officials. NUG Deputy Foreign Minister U Moe
Zaw Oo is listed as a member of a discussion panel.

An updated meeting announcement excludes Daw Zin
Mar Aung.

p

N\ GLOBAL

@ i GLOBAL
@58‘2"’2"""“ FPCI «" CITIZEN

Sustaining P d Devel t . -
s amlrinr%a%a;\c’?daend w:r‘llg ShE Formed following the military coup last year,

Myanmar’s NUG is a parallel government, challenging
the regime’s legitimacy at home and abroad. It claims a
mandate as a legitimate representative of the
Myanmar people, enjoying widespread support at
home and informal support internationally.

When the meeting started on Saturday, however, Daw
Zin Mar Aung’s prerecorded opening remarks were not
aired and U Moe Zaw Oo was barred from joining the
discussion. The meeting announcement had been
updated to exclude Daw Zin Mar Aung’s picture.

Free E-Certificate! REGISTER NOW
Saturday, 5 November 2022 www.gth2022.com

“When | entered the link to participate in the Global
Town Hall as a discussant after the key note speech, | was sent to the breakout room. Then |
was informed that | had been removed from the agenda due to a complaint from the UN,” U
Moe Zaw Oo told The Irrawaddy.

The FPCI held a meeting with the NUG deputy foreign minister on Monday, apologizing to him
for what happened on Saturday.

According to U Moe Zaw Oo, FPCl director Dr. Dino Patti Djalal told him that Global Citizen was
told by a high level UN official to drop NUG representatives from the meeting because the
world body was afraid of appearing to take sides by inviting them.

NUG Deputy Foreign Minister U Moe Zaw Oo on a Global
Town Hall 2022 announcement.

“The FPCI said their partner Global Citizen pressured them to
take us out even though the FPCI didn’t wish to ban us,” U
Moe Zaw Oo said.

o
H.E. U Moe Zaw Oo L‘
I

Join the Global Town Hall to hear what the .
Union Deputy Foreign Minister of Myanmar the meeti ng.
has to say on the current state of our world.

After having the NUG representatives removed from the
meeting, the UN also withdrew one of its two participants—
Amia J. Mohammed, the UN deputy secretary general—from

Union Deputy Foreign Minister,
National Unity Government of Myanmar

U Moe Zaw Oo denounced the UN’s interference in the
meeting.

Saturday, REGISTER NOW
5 November 2022 www.gth2022.com
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“The UN has nothing to do with such a meeting and they shouldn’t interfere with anyone. The
organizer has the right to invite anyone, and the participants have the right to freedom of
discussion,” he said.

The FPCI has already organized several engagements involving the NUG and said it would
arrange another event or diplomatic briefing for the civilian government.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/myanmar-shadow-govt-barred-from-
global-town-hall-meeting-after-un-objects.html
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