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Why Myanmar's Dry Months Will See More Fighting and Regime Atrocities

Resistance force assassinates alleged members of junta-backed militia in Yangon

Two civilians killed, nearly 20 held hostage as Myanmar military continues attacks on Sagaing Region villages
Troops kill 4 villagers and 4 anti-junta fighters in Sagaing region

Resistance Group Reports New Fighting in Shan State

Regime Relies On Waterways To Reach Northern Kachin

Military regime seeking to control Kayah State

Beyond the Headlines: Myanmar junta clamps down harder on media

Crime Surges Under Myanmar Junta as Rule of Law Crumbles
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Why Myanmar's Dry Months Will See More Fighting and Regime Atrocities
By NAYT THIT | 5 November 2022

Fighting in Myanmar is expected to intensify as the dry season starts and operations become easier,
although it will also enable the easier deployment of junta airpower, according to defectors.

The civilian National Unity Government (NUG) on October 7 urged all resistance forces to make
the next 12 months decisive in the war against the regime.

However, regime atrocities are set to increase.

Regime forces repeatedly commit arson attacks, massacres, airstrikes and bombardments on
resistance forces and civilian targets, including an airstrike on an outdoor concert in Hpakant
Township, Kachin State, last month.

Junta arson attacks constitute a crime against humanity. In October more than 1,550 houses
and other civilian structures were burned down, said the NUG’s Ministry of Home Affairs on
Wednesday.

Meanwhile, heavy battles were initiated by residents forces across the country.

A heavy clash broke out in Karen State on October 21 when the Karen National Liberation Army
(KNLA) and its resistance allies raided junta bases and police stations in Kawkareik town. The
junta responded with shelling and airstrikes.

Around 10 days of fighting took place between the junta and the Kachin Independence Army
(KIA) with allied resistance groups in Momauk Township in late October when the regime used
troops and airpower to attempt an occupation of Lung Ja Bum hill held by the KIA. The junta
suffered at least 80 casualties.

Padoh Saw Taw Nee, head of Karen National Union’s external affairs, said the dry season would
favor anti-regime forces.

“Many separate groups are operating, seeing the regime as the common enemy. Our revolution
will definitely develop during the dry season but it is too early to say when it will achieve
victory,” he told The Irrawaddy.

In September, the NUG claimed that anti-regime forces have effective control over more than
half the country.

The junta will use airpower during the dry season as its ground forces suffer heavy losses,
former army captain Lin Htet Aung, who defected after last year’s coup, told The Irrawaddy on
Thursday.

He advised resistance forces not to use large bases and try to keep the location of their fighters
secret to minimize the effect of junta airstrikes.
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Junta fighter jets. / Myanmar’s regime

Another ex-captain Zay Thu Aung, an air force pilot who defected
after the coup, said resistance bases will be the main target for
airstrikes.

“As ground offensives have failed, they are now dependent on airpower,” he added.

In Kayah State, the regime conducted 171 airstrikes between February and October compared
with two airstrikes last year, according to the Progressive Karenni People’s Force that monitors
regime atrocities.

The group said battles between anti-regime forces and the junta nearly doubled. In 2021 132
firefights were reported with 375 this year.

Ko Nway 0o, a founder of the Civil Defense and Security Organization of Myaung in Sagaing,
said junta air raids had increased as attacks by ground troops had decreased since the rainy
season ended.

He added that resistance forces have no anti-aircraft weapons.

On what to expect in the coming months, Capt Lin Htet Aung said: “The junta will suffer more
losses and the atrocities will increase. The people’s suffering will increase.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/why-myanmars-dry-months-will-see-more-
fighting-and-regime-atrocities.html

Resistance force assassinates alleged members of junta-backed militia in Yangon

Guerrilla fighters open fire on seven men in Twantay accused of raising funds for the military,
killing three

Han Thit | Published on Nov 7, 2022

A Pyu Saw Htee training exercise is held in Sagaing Region in
October (Pro-junta media outlets)

Three men were killed after a local anti-junta resistance
group launched an attack on seven alleged members of the
military-backed Pyu Saw Htee militia in Yangon’s Twantay
Township on Saturday.

An officer in the Twantay Guerrilla Force claimed responsibility for the assault, which took place
in Thaban Seik village, seven miles from the township’s administrative centre.
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“They were raising funds for the military and we decided to eliminate them because they were
also threatening the security of the area,” he told Myanmar Now.

The men, who were between the ages of 26 and 40, were identified as Thein Zaw, Thein Win,
Hein Min Htet, Aung Thu, Kyaw Lin Naing and Hein Min Thi.

Myanmar Now is unable to independently verify their status as members of the Pyu Saw Htee,
a nationwide network armed and trained by the junta to support the military in their fight
against the anti-coup resistance movement.

Armed with pistols, two members of the Twantay Guerrilla Force reportedly opened fire on the
seven men as they were assembling at a home belonging to Thein Zaw and Thein Win, who
were brothers and among the casualties.

Kyaw Lin Naing was wounded and died on the way to the hospital, according to junta
propaganda channels on the platform Telegram, which identified the victims as manual
labourers.

On Sunday, a married couple were shot and killed by unknown perpetrators in Twantay at their
vehicle repair shop in Lakapone village. A member of the shop’s staff found the bodies of Toe
Min Htike, 41, and Pa Pa Win, 21, with bullet wounds to the head, neck and arms.

“We don’t know why they were killed, but we have released a statement saying that we will
uncover who the perpetrators of this attack were,” the Twantay Guerrilla Force officer said,
adding that he was “saddened” by their deaths and that they were not believed to have ties to
any junta entities.

After their murders, several Myanmar army soldiers reportedly arrested around 20 locals from
Lakapone and the surrounding communities.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/resistance-force-assassinates-alleged-members-of-
junta-backed-militia-in-yangon

Two civilians killed, nearly 20 held hostage as Myanmar military continues attacks on Sagaing
Region villages

The leader of a village defence team is also found to have been executed after one day after his
capture by junta forces

Khin YiYiZaw / Thura Maung | Published on Nov 7, 2022

Amid a series of military raids throughout Sagaing Region last week, heavy artillery fire by a
junta unit in Kanbalu Township killed two civilians, while a prisoner captured by the military in
Budalin was found dead on the same day.
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Local defence team members in Sagaing Region in October
(Myanmar Now)

Soldiers stationed in the Kanbalu village of Koe Taung Boet
fired shells at neighbouring Zee Ka Nar on November 3
after anti-junta defence forces ambushed 50 advancing
Myanmar army troops, according to a local.

The military had previously occupied Zee Ka Nar for two
nights, forcing residents to flee, but the local man explained that the shelling began as villagers
cautiously started to return.

“Locals were forced to stay on their farms as their villages were being torched and the defence
forces were intercepting the junta during their assaults,” he told Myanmar Now. “The military
then started firing shells at the village to secure passage for their own forces.”

Twelve-year-old Paing Shin Mu was killed after being hit in the head with shrapnel from the
artillery, and his 68-year-old grandmother, Daw Win, later died of similar injuries to her
abdomen, villagers said.

N Paing Shin Mu, 12, killed in a Myanmar army shelling of Zee Ka
| Nar village in Kanbalu Township on November 3 (Kyunhla
Activists Group / Facebook)

Their home was also destroyed, and Paing Shin Mu’s younger
sister, Thoon Yati, age 7, was reportedly wounded in the
attack.

“I don’t know what kind of artillery shell it was but we couldn’t even get close to their house,
because the fire was huge. The entire house and the barn beside were completely reduced to
ashes,” the local source said.

Around 150 soldiers from the nearby city of Monywa—where the Northwestern Military
Command is located—arrived in southern Budalin Township on November 2, and proceeded to
raid multiple villages in that area.

Daw Win, 68, killed in a Myanmar army shelling of Zee Ka Nar village in
Kanbalu Township on November 3 (Kyunhla Activists Group /
Facebook)

Wai Phyo Aung, the leader of the Kan Swei village defence team who
had been scouting the area at the time of the raids, was captured by
the junta forces. He was found dead on a rubber farm from a gunshot
wound to the chest the next day, a defence team member said—the
fourth Budalin resistance fighter to be killed since early October.
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In both Kanbalu and Budalin, the military took multiple civilian hostages in the recent attacks.

The unit that struck Kan Swei went on to loot homes in the villages of Tayaw Taw and Kokkosu,
nine miles to the north. There, they captured eight locals, including two five-year-old children,
and held them in a local monastery while questioning them about local defence forces.

“They said they would torch one house for every gunshot that they heard. We didn’t attack
them as we didn’t want the military to harm the hostages,” said an officer from the local
Byattwi-Byatta resistance group, named for two Burmese mythical creatures.

Most of the villagers were released after a day, but two men in their 30s were reportedly forced
to accompany the troops as they continued their advance, the resistance officer said.

The body of Wai Phyo Aung, the leader of Kan Swei village
defence team, killed by the military and seen on November 3
(Supplied)

More than 10 locals were also detained by the military unit in
Kanbalu Township, arrested from farms where they sought
Sesis refuge after their villages were targeted, according to an
officer from the People’s Administration Team for the Koe Taung Boet region, which includes
more than 20 communities. Some 500 homes in 13 villages in the area have been destroyed by
the junta since the February 2021 coup, with residents of at least eight such sites having been
displaced.

“The military arrested several locals and accused them of having contact with the revolutionary
forces,” he told Myanmar Now. “It’s clear that none of the locals support the military. If they
did, they’d be greeting them at the village entrance instead of fleeing.”

The military council has not released any information on its operations in Budalin and Kabalu
townships.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/two-civilians-killed-nearly-20-held-hostage-as-

myanmar-military-continues-attacks-on-sagaing

Troops kill 4 villagers and 4 anti-junta fighters in Sagaing region
The deaths come on the 5th day of fierce fighting around Myanmar’s Monywa township.
By RFA Burmese | 2022.11.07

Junta troops killed four villagers and four members of a local People’s Defense Force (PDF),
in a five-day onslaught, during which the junta set fire to villages in the south of Sagaing
region’s Monywa township forcing more than 3,000 villagers to flee their homes.
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Smoke rises from Monywa township’s Htan Lay Pin
village, which was torched by junta troops on Nov. 6,
2022. Monywa-AMyint Road Information Group

A local told RFA the eight people killed on Sunday
were not all PDF members as claimed on pro-junta
Telegram channels.

“The military channels posted pictures of eight dead PDF members, but actually only four
PDF people died and the other four are civilians,” said a spokesperson for the Monywa-
AMyint (sic) Road Information Group, which reports on events in Monywa and Amyint
townships.

“It can be seen in the picture, the people who were shot and killed in Paso [traditional male
clothing] without weapons were civilians. One hand-made gun and four new guns were
taken,” the spokesperson said.

Locals said it was difficult to confirm which villages the dead came from because junta troops
are still stationed around Htan Lay Pin village making it difficult for them to return home and
check with other residents.

They told RFA the column of troops came from battalions based in Monywa, adding up to
around 150 fighters when combined with the military-affiliated Pyu Saw Htee group in Taw
Pu village,

Sagaing region has seen some of the fiercest fighting between junta troops and PDFs since
the coup in February 2021. Soldiers have also targeted villages in the region that are thought
to be harboring anti-junta fighters.

Earlier this month the army shelled a village in Sagaing’s Kanbalu township killing two
members of the same family and injuring two others.

More than 1500 civilians died in Sagaing between the start of the junta-regime and the end
of October this year, according to the Institute for Strategy and Policy - Myanmar, an
independent think tank.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/junta-kill-eight-in-sagaing-11072022052249.html

Resistance Group Reports New Fighting in Shan State
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 7 November 2022

At least 20 Myanmar junta troops were reportedly killed in ongoing clashes since November 2
with the Theinni People’s Defense Force (PDF) in Hseni Township, northern Shan State.
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The resistance group said seven of its fighters had been killed.
The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.

Junta troops started patrolling the Hseni-Hopan ridge beside the Kunlong road, which started
the current fighting.

The PDF is one of the few resistance groups in Shan State formed since the 2021 coup. The
sprawling state has seen limited fighting since the coup.

The resistance group ambushed junta trucks on the Hseni-Kunlon road near Pan Tee village on
October 21, sparking the recent clashes.

The PDF posted on social media that its request for weapons from the civilian National Unity
Government had gone unanswered.

More than 200 junta troops have been deployed in the area with more expected to arrive soon.

“We can still hear fighting. It started several days ago. It is still quite far from the town. We
worry that it will escalate. We stay away from the road,” said Nang Mwan Sein, 34, of Hseni.

The PDF said it retreated from three outposts but has since returned to its main base in the
forest and other outposts.

The group said it had 32 injured troops while the junta had suffered at least 60 injuries.

“Villages are behind our main base so we will fight to the death to protect them,” a PDF
statement said on Monday.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-group-reports-new-fighting-in-shan-
state.html

Regime Relies On Waterways To Reach Northern Kachin

7th November 2022

To escape the relentless ambushes of resistance
forces, the regime has resorted to sending its
soldiers across the Irrawaddy River through the
Sagaing Region to northern Kachin State, having lost
control of land routes since late April.

I«M,E_w;\sﬁ,qo,m; A People’s Defence Force (PDF) officer said the BA
e heed to send troops, weapons and food rations to
Kachin State to cross Sagaing. However, it is very difficult for them to cross this area by land as
they are often attacked. On the river, things are different. “We fired a missile at the flotillas
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near Katha, but it was ineffective because their ships were traveling in the middle of the river”
and out of range, he said. “We have no weapons to sink their ships and they know it.”

However, the Kachin Independence Army and the PDF claimed some lives when they attacked
six ships travelling from Mandalay to Bhamo on 18 August.

Since September, jet fighters from Mandalay and warships from the Light Infantry Battalion 309
have been protecting the flotillas on the river. “The gunships fly low and | think we can attack
them with machine gun fire. But we don’t because then they would attack civilians and cause
enormous suffering,” the source explained.

According to the PDF, the BA sent cargo ships twice between January and July and three times
between August and October to transport food rations from Sagaing to Kachin State.

In mid-October, it sent five ships from Mandalay with troops and supplies, which were used to
transport passengers before the coup. These ships were guarded by two military vessels armed
with artillery and machine guns. After resistance groups attacked them near Katha in Sagaing,
the combat ships took the forward and rear positions and all of the vessels reached Bhamo in
Kachin State on 25 October.

According to a Kachin People Defence Force (KPDF) officer, BA soldiers guarding the ships
sometimes beat and kidnap civilians on the riverbank and burn their homes. They also fire
artillery indiscriminately at villages from the ships. “That’s why it’s difficult to attack them, they
don’t care what happens to the people.”

The attacks prevent civilians from cultivating their farms, and both people and their livestock
are killed by shelling. This year, six people, including two children under 12, were killed by
Burmese shells fired along the Irrawaddy River in Kachin State.

The regime has attacked the river villages of Moetar Lay, Yay Ni, Tok Gyi, Ahtet Thanpaya Kon,

Ahtet Wel Gyi, Mel Hin, Min Leh, Thasi, Kon Tha, Min Kyaung Kon, Sintai Kon, Tha Hpan Dawnt,
Sitt Kon, Bant Bwe, Don Awt, Thit Phyu Kon and Ku Lway Yway. Most of the residents have fled
their homes.

Before switching to the river, the army sent fuel to Kachin State via the Shwebo — Indaw —
Myitkyina — Htigyaing roads.

As fighting in Sagaing and parts of Kachin State continues to escalate and the army uses
waterways to send its soldiers to the battlefield, it relies on air support to overcome the
guerrilla warfare of the resistance fighters. This also seems to apply to the fighting in the rest of
Burma.

“The air force is their main strength. But we’ll try to stop their military ships on the river,” the
KPDF officer said.
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In a 2022 report, the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Burma has
called for an arms embargo because of the regime’s airstrikes on civilian villages. In a recent
statement, the UN said a airstrike on a concert in Hpakant last month appeared to be another
example of “excessive and disproportionate use of force by security forces against unarmed
civilians”.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/11/07/regime-relies-on-waterways-to-reach-northern-kachin/

Military regime seeking to control Kayah State
By Thanlwintimes - November 7, 2022

Loikaw, November (6) - The Military Council is making an attempt to control Kayah State, where
fierce fighting is going on, the Karenni resistance forces told Than Lwin Times.

The coup council deployed a considerable number of troops along the strategically important
Loikaw-Demoso-Hpruso-Mobye Union Road and attempted to exert some control over the
state.

These areas under the control of the Military Council Army were formerly occupied by the
People’s Defense Forces.

However, the military council utilized heavy weapons as well as airstrikes in September, causing
the People’s Defense Forces to relinquish several territories.

Currently, fighting continues between the PDFs and the regime forces that are trying to control
Union Road, the Karenni National Progressive Party’s (KNPP) spokesperson, U Aung San Myint
said.

Furthermore, the military council uses portions of the Union Road that they control to transport
troops, reinforce, and supply ammunition and supplies.

“Soldiers are stationed along this Demos-Hpruso road. Three days ago, our comrades were shot
and killed while scouting. Because the soldiers were there, the locals did not dare to go home.
Some locals go to their homes and carry their belongings quietly,” the spokesperson of Demoso
PDF said.

Because Kayah State is adjacent to Nay Pyi Taw and a militarily significant region, the junta
regime is attempting to keep it under control.

However, the military council has yet to gain control of Kayah State and relinquish the majority
of the territories.
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Due to fighting between the military council and local resistance forces following the military
coup in Kayah state, almost 200,000 local residents fled and have not been able to return to
their homes till now.

https://thanlwintimes.com/2022/11/07/military-regime-seeking-to-control-kayah-state/

Beyond the Headlines: Myanmar junta clamps down harder on media

Myanmar Now provides an overview of underreported developments in the country from the
past week, October 31 - November 7

Myanmar Now | Published on Nov 7, 2022

A protester makes the three-finger salute in front of junta
police during a demonstration near Yangon’s Sule Pagoda
on February 6, 2021 (Aung Kyaw Htet/SOPA
Images/LightRocket via Getty Images)

Media

Myanmar’s military regime has officially banned The
Irrawaddy, the news outlet reported on October 31.

In a statement released three days earlier, the junta’s Ministry of Information accused the
organisation of “damaging state security, rule of law and public tranquillity” in its coverage of
the country’s post-coup conflict.

The Irrawaddy said that its publisher, Thaung Win, was arrested several weeks before its
publishing license was revoked, and that a staff member was also temporarily detained earlier
this year.

The publication was sued for incitement in March of last year for its reporting on anti-coup
protests. Regime forces raided its office in downtown Yangon twice last year, and the home of
one of its editors early this year.

A sign denouncing Myanmar military chief Min Aung
Hlaing is pictured on barbed wire as protesters take
part in a Yangon demonstration against the coup on
February 22, 2021 (Ye Aung Thu/AFP via Getty Images)

The military also announced in mid-October that it
would take legal action against The Irrawaddy and the
BBC Burmese Service for their reporting on the fatal

shooting of three pilgrims near Mon State’s Kyaiktiyo
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Pagoda, also known as the Golden Rock, during a shootout there between resistance fighters
and junta soldiers on October 12.

The Irrawaddy and other outlets reported that the victims were killed when soldiers opened
fire in response to an ambush by anti-regime forces.

Junta affairs

A new Registration of Associations Law went into effect on October 28, imposing new
restrictions on not-for-profit groups, including both local and international non-governmental
organisations (NGOs).

The new legislation, which replaces a law enacted under the quasi-civilian administration of
former general Thein Sein in 2014, requires that at least 40 percent of board members must be
Myanmar nationals and explicitly forbids groups from “interfering in the internal affairs or
politics of the state.”

The move has alarmed many civil society groups and charitable organisations, as it also requires
that they submit quarterly reports to junta-controlled township General Administration
Departments and allow inspections by any “concerned government authorities” when needed.

Other provisions include increases in registration and renewal fees, changes in the registration
timeline, and tightening of appeals against rejection of registration applications.

The law also introduces criminal penalties of up to five years for organisations having direct or
indirect contact with or supporting groups and individuals that have taken up arms against the
state, or that are designated by the state as terrorists or unlawful associations. The same
penalty applies to organisations that the regime sees as “directly or indirectly harming the
sovereignty, law and order, security, and ethnic unity of the state.”

%k %k %k

Myanmar’s junta chief Min Aung Hlaing visited the towns of Dawei and Myeik in southern
Myanmar’s Tanintharyi Region last week to meet with local businesspeople and inspect the site
of a long-delayed Special Economic Zone (SEZ), state media reported.

Min Aung Hlaing (seated at far left) attends a meeting
about the Dawei SEZ on November 4 (Cincds)

The multibillion-dollar SEZ project, located near Dawei’s
deep-sea port, has faced strong local opposition since
2008, when the junta then in power signed a

’ memorandum of understanding with the government of
B e N Thailand to transform the coastal town into Southeast
Asia’s largest industrial and trade zone.
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Min Aung Hlaing’s visit was seen by some as a sign that he is keen to resume the project, which
covers an area of nearly 200 square kilometres.

International affairs

Thai authorities seized US$S47m worth of assets from a drug network operated by Myanmar
arms dealer Tun Min Latt, the Bangkok Post reported on November 3. The assets included
money, cars, luxury items, hotels, and resorts.

The 53-year-old was detained by the Royal Thai Police on September 17 along with three Thai
nationals for suspected involvement in narcotics distribution and money laundering.

Rights groups Justice for Myanmar has also accused him of acting as an arms broker for
Myanmar’s military junta. The son of a former air force lieutenant colonel, he has reportedly
been involved in acquiring drones and aircraft parts for the regime, which has made extensive
use of fighter jets and attack helicopters to carry out airstrikes on resistance forces and
civilians.

Urban violence

At least three regime targets were attacked with explosives in Mandalay early last week,
resulting in a number of junta casualties.

The first incident took place in the city’s Pyigyitagon Township on October 31, where a ward
administration office was attacked by three urban guerrilla groups armed with grenades. A
ward administrator was killed and at least five junta forces were injured, the groups claimed.
Local residents confirmed the reports.

The next day, junta forces on patrol in three vehicles were attacked with explosives at a street
junction in Aungmyay Thazan Township in an early morning ambush. Two vehicles sustained
damage and at least one police officer was killed, local residents said.

Visitors are seen at Shwedagon Pagoda on November 7
(Myanmar Now)

About three hours later, residents of Chanmyathazi
Township reported hearing a loud explosion near an
area police station, followed by continuous gunfire.
Citing eyewitnesses, a resident told Myanmar Now that
the target was a police vehicle used to transport
prisoners. At least two police officers were reportedly

killed.

Religion
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November 7 was the full moon day of the Myanmar month of Tazaungmon, which marks the
end of the Buddhist rains retreat. As one of the key events of the traditional Myanmar calendar,
it typically sees large numbers of devotees flocking to temples. This year, however, security was
reportedly tight at Shwedagon Pagoda, the country’s most revered religious site. Pagoda
trustees closed the west gate and junta forces—both in uniform and in plainclothes—were seen
surrounding the golden structure.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/beyond-the-headlines-myanmar-junta-clamps-down-
harder-on-media

Crime Surges Under Myanmar Junta as Rule of Law Crumbles
By YUZANA | 7 November 2022

Myanmar’s citizens have witnessed surging crime in their neighborhoods since the military
coup last year, as law enforcement deteriorates and the regime is unable to run the country
properly. The country’s business hub, Yangon, is no exception.

U Myint Wai, a 78-year-old retired physics lecturer from Yangon University, was killed along
with his wife in their apartment in Mingalar Taung Nyunt Township last week. He was known
for his books explaining relativity, quantum theory and other complex scientific concepts to
general readers in Myanmar. He had been bedridden for years after fracturing his thigh bone.

He and his wife, also a retired teacher in her 70s, were found dead with knife wounds on
Sunday. Money and valuables in the house were stolen by the murderers, according to
neighbors.

The elderly couple’s vicious murder was yet another example of how the criminal element has
been unleashed as the city’s rule of law crumbles in the wake of last year’s military takeover.

On Tuesday, a building material shop in downtown Pabedan Township was robbed by three
men. CCTV footage of the scene shows the men stabbing the shop owner several times with
knives before stealing 15 million kyats (over US$7,000), two mobile phones and a car.

A CCTV screengrab shows robbers attacking the
owner of a construction materials shop in downtown
Pabedan Township on Tuesday.

Last week, Ko Ye Lin was paralyzed with fear as he
watched an armed gang rob a victim on the city’s
YBS bus line.

o 0 afat He had been taking a nap on the bus when he was
woken by the sounds of a commotion. In front of him, a male passenger was being held by the
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neck by one assailant as another beat him with nunchuks. The passenger screamed for help,
but no one in the bus dared move because the gang of some seven men were brandishing
knives and other weapons.

The gang snatched the phones and wallets from the victim and his female friend before the bus
driver hit the brakes, allowing the passengers to flee.

“I' had read about the spate of robberies on the YBS social media group but | was shocked when
it happened to me, and didn’t know what to do,” Ko Ye Lin said.

Lives robbed of security

Yangon residents lived in relative security before the coup in February 2021, but conditions are
very different now.

They have witnessed a surge in crimes like murder, robbery and looting amid soaring inflation
and a lack of job opportunities following the military takeover.

Residents also blamed the police for focusing on arresting anti-junta activists and resistance
forces, rather than performing their basic duty to enforce the rule of law.

Regime police threaten a pregnant woman during
their crackdown on anti-junta protesters in February
2021./ The Irrawaddy

Their argument is justified given Myanmar jails are
now teeming with political prisoners rather than
criminals. In its latest report, Assistance Association
for Political Prisoners (Burma) said a total of 16,016 civilians and pro-democracy activists have
been arrested since the military seized power, with 12,806 in detention as of October 31.

“Before 2021, we didn’t need to worry about our security wherever we went as there was rule
of law. But there have been a lot of crimes since then, and we no longer feel secure even when
walking downtown during the day,” Ma Chaw Su told The Irrawaddy.

After frequent reports of crimes on social media, she is always wary on the walk to her office.

“l don’t dare to talk on the phone while walking because I’'m afraid my phone will be stolen by
someone,” she said.

City residents who use public transport are also scared to take the buses because of daily
robberies reported by YBS.

A total of 13 robberies on buses in Yangon were reported over just five days in the last week of
October, according to the YBS information-sharing group.
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“The thieves operate in gangs, so no one dares to fight back. They are also armed with
weapons,” robbery witness Ko Ye Lin told The Irrawaddy.

The crime wave has also spread to people’s homes. Thieves are targeting car accessories, water
pumps, motorcycles, bicycles, and even electric cables during blackouts, said Ko Kyaw Myint,
who lives in Yangon’s suburban South Dagon Township.

At least 10 water pumps were stolen from his apartment block last month, he added.

In Thingangyun Township recently, thieves stripped rear-view mirrors from at least 20 cars in
one night alone, according to residents.

Residents no longer feel safe in their houses or on the streets, Ko Kyaw Myint told The
Irrawaddy.

“Now only the public are in trouble, [not the criminals],” he said.
Rule of law disintegrating

A former police lieutenant who served for 23 years before joining the Civil Disobedience
Movement strike in May last year said current security conditions in Yangon are the worst since
1988.

Exact figures for crime since the coup are not available, as the police force doesn’t release the
statistics. But people are aware of the surging crime wave from incidents reported by victims or
witnesses on Facebook and other social media.

“They no longer focus on criminals,” said the CDM defector of his former police colleagues.
“Their main duty is to arrest anti-junta protesters, activists and underground revolutionary
forces.”

When a victim reports a crime, police log the complaint, he explained.

“But the case is stalled as there is no further investigation. So, people no longer bother to file
cases with the police,” he said.

The other factor sapping police effectiveness, he said, is that many personnel have either joined
the CDM or deserted following the coup. As of December last year, more than 6,000 police
officers had joined the CDM, according to defector groups.

An officer still serving in Yangon admitted that rather than protecting people, police are now
struggling to avoid being killed by resistance hit-and-run attacks.

The popular armed uprising that erupted in mid-2021 made police a target along with regime
soldiers.

In Yangon, a stronghold of anti-regime urban guerrillas, police are frequently shot at while
manning the city’s checkpoints.
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“Whenever we set foot outside the station, we worry about being attacked. How can we focus
on other things,” the police officer asked, requesting anonymity over safety concerns.

It is little wonder then that people don’t see police patrolling the Yangon streets despite the
surging crime rate. Meanwhile, police stations are now fortified with sandbags and bunkers.

“They don’t even dare to come out of the police station themselves. How can we rely on them,”
Ma Chaw Su asked.

Protection from criminals?

Since police can no longer be relied upon to protect the public, crime will inevitably rise further
in future, warned the CDM defector.

He urged people to be vigilant to protect themselves from crime, adding that people can legally
defend themselves if they are violently attacked by a criminal.

“Therefore, you have the right to self-defense according to Article 100 [of the penal code].
People can also carry defensive tools like a mini-stun gun, flashlight stun gun or chili spray,” he
suggested.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/crime-surges-under-myanmar-junta-as-rule-of-law-
crumbles.html
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