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Myanmar Junta Shelling Kills Teenager in Sagaing
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 4 November 2022

A 13-year-old in Kantbalu Township, Sagaing Region, was killed and three other civilians injured
on Thursday by Myanmar junta shelling, according to the Kyunhla Activists Group.

Junta troops based in Koetaungbo village shelled nearby villages yesterday afternoon and shells
hit two houses in Zee Ka Nar village. The boy was killed on the spot and a seven-year-old girl
and two women in their 60s were injured.

Troops detained 14 Zee Ka Nar villagers yesterday and resistance groups are chasing the troops
to free the civilians, said Ko Ka Lar, head of a Kantbalu People’s Defence Force battalion.

Daw Mya Myanmar, 53, the wife of one of those seized, told The Irrawaddy: “Soon after the
shelling, many troops arrived and took my husband and others without giving any reason. We
don’t know where they are.”

At least 1,000 houses in five villages in southern Kantbalu were burned down in October and
more than 20,000 residents from 18 villages have been displaced, according to resistance
groups.

Mi-35 helicopters and YAK-30 fighter jets attacked in late October. On October 29, Ko Nyein
Tun, a Hlut Taing villager with a wife and two children, was killed by junta troops.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-shelling-kills-teenager-in-
sagaing.html

Junta shelling kills 2 family members and injures 2 more in Myanmar’s Sagaing region

A 13-year-old boy and his grandmother died after being hit by shrapnel.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.11.04

Destroyed buildings in Zee Ka Nar village, which was
shelled by the army on Nov. 3, 2022. Kyunhla Activists
Group

Army shelling of a village in Sagaing region’s Kanbalu
township killed a teenager and his grandmother and
injured two other members of the same family.

A junta shell hit a house in Zee Ka Nar village on
Thursday. The boy, Paing Set Hmu, was hit in the head
and died instantly. His grandmother was also hit by shell fragments and died the next
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morning, locals told RFA. The boy’s seven-year old sister and a female relative in her 60s
suffered minor injuries to their heads, hands and legs.

“Junta troops in Koe Taung Boet village fired a shell and it landed on a house in Zee Ka Nar
village which is located in the west [of the township],” a local said, speaking on condition of
anonymity for safety reasons.

“The whole family was injured. The 13-year-old boy, Paing Set Hmu, died immediately and
his 68-year-old grandmother, Win, was hit in the abdomen and died this morning,” he said.

Junta forces shelled the nearby forest on the same day and fought skirmishes with local
People’s Defense Forces, the local said.

Residents said troops stationed in Koe Taung Boet village arrested and interrogated around
10 locals after they attacked villages around the township.

RFA has not been able to verify the information independently and calls to the junta
spokesman for Sagaing region, Social Affairs Minister Aye Hlaing, went unanswered on
Friday.

Some 1,512 civilians died in Sagaing in the 21 months since the Feb. 1, 2021 coup, the
Institute for Strategy and Policy (ISP) reported at the end of last month.

Sagaing has the largest number of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Myanmar since the
coup, after intense fighting forced them to flee their villages. As of Oct. 19, there were more
than 680,629 or 41 percent of the country’s IDPs in the region the independent research
group said.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/sagaing-shelling-kills-two-11042022051255.html|

Political prisoner hospitalised after beating by criminal convicts

The victim was also severely beaten by prison authorities after taking part in a Silent Strike
protest in Insein Prison late last year

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Nov 4, 2022

Insein Prison, seen in late December 2017 (Myat Thu
Kyaw/ NurPhoto via Getty Images)

A political prisoner being held in Yangon’s Insein Prison
had to have his jaw wired shut after it was shattered
during a beating by criminal convicts, according to a prison
source.

Page 4 of 58


https://www.ispmyanmar.com/#images-2
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/sagaing-shelling-kills-two-11042022051255.html
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/political-prisoner-hospitalised-after-beating-by-criminal-convicts
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/9068
https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/insein_prison_2_0.jpg

The prisoner, Hlaing Nyi (also known as Kyaw Thut Myint), is still being treated at the prison
hospital for his injuries, said the source, who was unable to say when the incident occurred.

Hlaing Nyi, who has been in regime custody since his arrest on March 27, 2021, for allegedly
attacking junta personnel with a bomb, reportedly got involved in a dispute with another
inmate while they were hanging their clothes out to dry.

To resolve the issue, he went to another prisoner regarded as the leader of the prison’s criminal
convicts. After he was accused of being disrespectful towards this individual, a number of
prisoners started punching and kicking him, the source said.

Hlaing Nyi, right, seen in a military report about his
arrest on March 27, 2021

Hlaing Nyi was then moved to another cell, and only
later—after several of his friends said that he was
complaining of dizziness and disorientation—was
he admitted to the prison hospital, said the source.

“His mouth is wrapped in wires now, so he can’t eat
solid food. He has to rely on fluids,” said the source, who added that Hlaing Nyi was expected to
remain in this condition for around 45 days.

Hlaing Nyi was also one of 89 Insein prisoners who were brutally beaten for taking partin a
Silent Strike protest against military rule in late 2021.

Late last month, prison authorities also cracked down on 21 prisoners who offered alms in
memory of four activists executed in July.

All of the prisoners were tortured, and their four leaders—Ye Yint Ko, Ye Yint Bo, Wa Thone San
and Han Thar—were placed in solitary confinement and forced to do hard labour, sources told
Myanmar Now.

The situation inside Insein Prison has been tense since October 19, when an explosion there
killed eight people, including prison officers and the relatives of prisoners.

On Monday, prison authorities lifted a ban on sending packages to inmates imposed in the
wake of that attack, but relatives of prisoners say that strict new security measures remain in
place.

In addition to having to present household registration papers and other documents before
being allowed into the prison compound with parcels of food, medicine or books for prisoners,
family members must now go through a second round of examinations once they get inside,
relatives said.
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On Thursday, hundreds of people were seen waiting outside the prison in the rain due to delays
caused by the new rules, residents of the area told Myanmar Now.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/political-prisoner-hospitalised-after-beating-by-
criminal-convicts

Four civilians injured as Myanmar military shell hits Kachin Baptist Convention school

Locals say troops at a tactical base in northern Shan State fired artillery into the area
unprovoked

Nyein Swe | Published on Nov 4, 2022

mah ™

Kutkai on February 2, 2022 (Myanmar Now)

Four men were injured when a Myanmar military
artillery shell hit the compound of a religious school
run by the Kachin Baptist Convention in Kutkai
Township, northern Shan State on Thursday, locals
said.

A junta tactical base in western Kutkai reportedly
fired a series of shells in the surrounding area at
around 8pm, even though they were not reportedly engaged in any ongoing battles with
resistance forces.

The weapon in question hit a tree on the school premises, and four students staying in the
nearby dormitory were wounded by shrapnel, said a volunteer who helped send them to a local
hospital for treatment. They were all reportedly men in their early 20s.

“They were injured because the shell hit the tree first. | can’t even imagine what could have
happened if it had hit them directly,” she told Myanmar Now.

While she described their injuries as relatively minor, she noted that one of the students was
hit by “a lot” of fragments.

A shrapnel wound is seen on one of the victims (Shwe Phee
Myay News Agency)

A man who lives in Kutkai’s administrative centre said that
the artillery fire could be heard across the town.

“Some people said that they heard light weapons as well,
but | didn’t. | only heard the heavy artillery shells going off.
There was no battle, either,” said the local man.
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He added that as of Friday morning, regular business had resumed in Kutkai and that there did
not appear to be an increased military presence around the town, as typically happens after a
clash.

The military council rarely, if ever, releases statements about hitting civilian targets in its
operations.

Frequent battles have recently been taking place in northern Shan State between the junta’s
forces and the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and the ethnic Kokang Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA). The Arakan Army and the Ta’ang National Liberation Army
are also among the armed groups active in the region.

One such clash broke out on Wednesday in Kutkai with the KIA, and another with the MNDAA
in neighbouring Lashio Township, near the village of Loi Hing. The Kokang armed group claimed
that two junta soldiers were killed and six injured.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/four-civilians-injured-as-myanmar-military-shell-hits-
kachin-baptist-convention-school

KIA Claims Regime Attacked With Chemical Weapons In Momauk
4th November 2022

Soldiers of the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) claim that
the Burma Army (BA) attacked them with chemical
weapons during an air raid on their camp on Lon Ja Bum
(mountain), Momauk Township.

According to a KIA officer who was on the front line, BA jet
fighters attacked him and other KIA soldiers supported by
the Kachin Region-PDF (KPDF) with chemical weapons on

the mountain on 24 October.

“We felt very exhausted and weak immediately after the shells hit the ground, causing a huge
cloud of smoke. We couldn’t do anything,” the officer has told KNG.

A KPDF officer reported seeing 10 BA soldiers in grey lab coats traveling with a column of the
regime. He said the army attacked them with chemical weapons in Myo Hla village tract of
Shwegu Township.

Three regime columns of over 200 soldiers from Katha and Bhamo have been attacking the
resistance fighters on the mountain daily since 22 October.

The junta has frequently used jet fighters against the resistance fighters in Momauk Township
and on the border between Kachin State and Sagaing Region since September.
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Many civilians from Wawam, Lon Ja, Khun Ja villages and Nawng Pouk and Hker Nan wards of
Momauk town have fled the fighting and taken shelter in churches, monasteries and with their
relatives. Others have fled to Bhamo.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/11/04/kia-claims-regime-attacked-with-chemical-weapons-in-

momauk/

Myanmar Junta Rounding Up Officials in War-Torn Rakhine
By THE IRRAWADDY | 4 November 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has been on an arrest spree in Rakhine State since military tensions
with the Arakan Army (AA) flared again in June. The latest targets are ward and village
administrators and departmental personnel in Kyaukphyu district, home to a China-backed
special economic zone and deep-sea port project.

Junta troops recently detained Kyaukphyu Fisheries Department chief U Kyaw Hsint, Land
Records Department head U Tun Tun Win and surveyor U Tun Tun Naing, as well as ward
administrator U Soe Hla Tun and a 100-household head, according to residents.

Kyaukphyu is a major garrison town, housing Infantry Battalion 34, Light Infantry Battalions 542
and 543, the Danyawaddy Naval Base, and No. 32 Police Battalion.

Junta troops there have been searching wards and villages and making arrests under the
pretext of looking for members of the AA, and its United League of Arakan (ULA) political wing,
said residents.

One member of a local civil society organization said: “The head of fisheries department was
charged and tried under Section 17 (1) of the Unlawful Association Act. Others are still being
detained in camps and barred visits from their families, so we don’t know what charges they
face.”

Ward administrator U Soe Hla Tun and the 100-household administrator were detained while
attending a meeting at the township General Administration Department on October 31. The
township Land Records Department chief and surveyor were detained on October 25, and U
Kyaw Hsint was detained on September 28, according to locals.

During two years of intense fighting between Myanmar’s military and the AA from late 2018 to
2020, more than 200 civilians were arrested and charged under the Counter-Terrorism Law on
suspicion of having ties to the AA.

Back then, the armed group was labeled a terrorist organization. But one month after staging a
coup in February last year, the military removed the AA from its list of terrorist groups.
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Apparently, though, the ethnic armed group fighting for self-determination and equality was
still outlawed under the Unlawful Associations Act.

Arrests became less frequent after the two sides agreed an unofficial ceasefire ahead of the
general election in November 2020. However, they have become common again since May.

In the latest reports, a village administrator and 100-household administrator from a
Kyaukphyu ward were detained on Thursday. The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the
reports.

One Kyaukphyu resident said: “Many of those who have links to the ULA/AA have already fled.
And most of those detained have nothing to do with ULA/AA. Battalions in Kyaukphyu are on
the rampage. They have seized many vehicles for ransom. The owners dare not reclaim them
for fear that they might be arrested. So, junta troops are driving various models of vehicles
around the town and making arrests.”

More than 30 residents including department heads have been detained in Kyaukphyu,
according to relatives. Some were charged with incitement and violating the Unlawful
Association Act, and many are being held incommunicado.

Since the 2020 ceasefire, the AA has expanded its parallel administration complete with a
judiciary, revenue department and public security offices, consolidating control over much of
Rakhine State.

Much of the administration was built while the regime was busy fighting resistance forces
across the country after last year’s coup. Tensions flared when the regime attempted to stop
the AA from expanding its parallel administration.

The two sides have been fighting since August along the Bangladesh border in Rakhine’s
Maungdaw and Chin State’s Paletwa. The regime has imposed travel restrictions in northern
Rakhine in a bid to cut off supplies to the AA, but locals are bearing the brunt of a blockade that
has continued for more than two months in some areas.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-rounding-up-officials-in-war-torn-
rakhine.html

About 20 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Latest Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 4 November 2022

Around 20 Myanmar junta troops including pro-regime militia members were killed on
Thursday as People’s Defense Force groups (PDFs) continued to attack regime targets across
the country.
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Also, a hospital was forced to close after being targeted by regime artillery, and a junta attack
on a Christian Bible-study school of the Kachin Baptist Convention in Shan State left some
students injured.

Incidents were reported in Karen and Shan states and Sagaing, Magwe and Yangon regions.

The Irrawaddy has collected the following reports of significant attacks by PDFs as well as the
junta’s latest atrocities.

Some military casualties could not be independently verified.
Hospital targeted by junta artillery strikes in Karen

A 16-bed hospital was forced to close temporarily in Hpa-an Township, Karen State on Tuesday
when Myanmar military forces at Light Infantry Battalion 408’s base fired five 120-mm heavy
explosives at the clinic, said the Karen National Union (KNU) on Thursday.

The hospital was not damaged in the attack. However, patients, hospital staff and residents
nearby were evacuated to safe areas, the KNU said.

In November last year, the regime’s Border Guard Force (BGF) looted drugs from the clinic and
burned some of its materials.

Kachin Baptist Convention school bombed by regime in Shan

Four students of the Kachin Baptist Convention were injured in Kutkai Township, northern Shan
State on Thursday night when a junta artillery shell hit their religious school building, according
to local media reports.

The military base near the town randomly shelled nearby areas without provocation, local
media outlet Kachinwaves reported, citing residents.

A video shows a student bedroom damaged by the junta’s explosives.
15 regime forces killed by PDF drone strikes in Sagaing

At least 15 regime forces including Pyu Saw Htee pro-regime militia members were killed in
Ayadaw Township, Sagaing Region on Thursday morning when six local PDF groups used five
drones to drop bombs on regime targets, claimed Zero Gurrilla Force from Mandalay Region,
which coordinated the attacks.

The group said it also used drones to target a rally of pro-regime militia members and regime
forces returning home after attending the funeral of a militia member who was killed in a PDF
mine ambush the previous day.

The group’s drones also targeted regime bases in pro-regime Thalalba Village.
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An aerial video shot by the PDF group shows some people being felled by a bomb dropped by a
PDF drone on a crowd walking along a road.

However, it was not clear whether the people in the crowd were regime forces and militia
members.

Three junta soldiers killed by PDF land mines in Sagaing

People’s Defense Force-Kalay claimed to have killed three regime troops and injured some
others when they used land mines to ambush a military detachment of 80 soldiers near a
technical university in Kale Township, Sagaing Region at 3 a.m. Thursday.

After the ambush, regime forces randomly opened fire on nearby areas for several minutes.

On that morning, a 71-year-old female resident of Htaukkyant Village in the township was
injured when an artillery shell indiscriminately fired from a military base in Kale hit a rice
storage building in the village, the PDF group said.

Regime forces attacked in Sagaing

Resistance fighters of Taze-PDF during an
operation. / Taze-PDF

Local resistance group Taze-PDF claimed to
have attacked regime forces stationed at a
petrol station in Taze Township, Sagaing
Region using six improvised mortar shells on
Thursday morning.

In the attack, two mortar shells exploded inside the military encampment, the PDF group said.
Military casualties were not known.
Regime forces bombed in Yangon

The underground resistance group Yangon Special Guerrilla Force claimed to have attacked
regime forces stationed at Kyaikkasan Stadium in Tamwe Township, in the commercial capital
Yangon, using a remote-controlled bomb on Thursday night.

However, military casualties were unknown.
Junta camp raided in Magwe

Some regime forces are believed to have been killed or injured in Myaing Township, Magwe
Region on Thursday night when Myaing-PDF attacked six regime forces at a junta camp outside
the town of Myaing, the PDF group said.
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Five PDF members killed by junta forces after being
arrested in Pauk Township, Magwe Region on
Tuesday. / CJ

The junta forces responded with heavy explosives
and automatic firearms, but there were no PDF
casualties.

The PDF group claimed the raid was in response to
the extrajudicial killings of five PDF detainees by
regime forces near the border of Myaing and Pauk townships on Tuesday.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/about-20-myanmar-junta-forces-
killed-in-latest-resistance-attacks.html

Amnesty Demands Oil Importers Stop Myanmar’s Air Force Fuel Supplies
By THE IRRAWADDY | 4 November 2022

Amnesty International has reported that aviation fuel for civilian planes is being diverted to
Myanmar’s regime aircraft, which attack civilians.

The London-based rights group called on the international community to block imports because
of junta crimes against humanity and war crimes.

The “Deadly Cargo” report, in collaboration with Justice for Myanmar, was released on
Thursday amid repeated junta airstrikes on civilians. These have included an attack on a concert
in Hpakant, Kachin State, which killed around 80 people on October 23 and on the Depayin
Township school in Sagaing Region in September, in which at least 12 people, including seven
children, died.

The report examined eight shipments of aviation fuel to Thilawa port near Yangon between
February 2021 and mid-September 2022.

The shipments were handled, stored and distributed by Myanmar’s subsidiary of the oil giant
Puma Energy and a joint venture with a junta-controlled company, National Energy Puma
Aviation Services (Nepas), Amnesty stated.

It said some shipments were sent to storage depots linked to military bases.

Puma Energy, which announced last month it will leave Myanmar, said it had “become aware of
reports of the military forcibly demanding fuel at selected Nepas airport facilities”, the report
stated.
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Amnesty said four other companies, PetroChina’s wholly owned Singapore Petroleum
Company, Rosneft of Russia, Thai Oil and ExxonMobil, were playing significant roles in supplying
aviation fuel, linking them to the human rights violations.

Chevron, Rosneft and Thai Qil told Amnesty that their shipments were meant to be used for
civilian purposes only.

However, Amnesty said the shipments supplied by Singapore Petroleum Company and Thai Oil
were delivered directly to the regime on arrival at the port, citing leaked documents, industry
sources and interviews with regime defectors.

Thai Qil last month told Amnesty that it would sell its Jet A-1 operation to Myanmar. Singapore
Petroleum refused to comment, the report said.

Amnesty said without imported aviation fuel the junta would have no means to use airstrikes
against civilians.

“If the planes can’t fuel up, they can’t fly out and wreak havoc. Today we are calling on
suppliers, shipping agents, vessel owners and maritime insurers to withdraw from a supply
chain that is benefiting the Myanmar Air Force,” said Amnesty’s secretary-general Agnes
Callamard.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/amnesty-demands-oil-importers-stop-myanmars-
air-force-fuel-supplies.html

Junta Watch: Big-Spending Chief Demands Frugality; Police Too Busy to Fight Crime; and
More

By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 November 2022
Spendthrift boss tells subordinates to tighten belts

Min Aung Hlaing has again urged his regime’s ministries to tighten their belts while he himself
spends recklessly. Instead of investing in things that would deliver practical benefits to the
country—and which might even win him some popular support—the junta boss has been busy
squandering public funds on vanity projects.

Page 13 of 58


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/amnesty-demands-oil-importers-stop-myanmars-air-force-fuel-supplies.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/amnesty-demands-oil-importers-stop-myanmars-air-force-fuel-supplies.html

He is having a giant Buddha statue—touted as the world’s biggest sitting Buddha image —built
in Naypyitaw, not to mention holding lavish feasts for and presenting offertories to Buddhist
monks, in a bid to portray himself as the great promoter of Buddhism. The junta chief has also
spent billions to confer hollow titles on individuals, including military supporters, after
showering athletes who won medals at the SEA Games with large cash awards.

At his regime’s cabinet meeting on Tuesday however, Min Aung Hlaing repeated his call for an
economy drive and a healthy balance sheet, and demanded that state-owned enterprises stay
in the black.

Min Aung Hlaing has also urged the public to consume less fuel, cooking oil, rice, electricity and
water. Well, it shouldn’t be too hard for Myanmar people to save energy, at least, as the regime
is helping them with frequent blackouts.

Junta soldiers haven’t been spared Min Aung Hlaing’s economic lectures, either. Whenever he
visits battalions, he always urges personnel to spend within their means.

Meanwhile, he is preparing to celebrate Myanmar’s 75th Independence Day, which falls on Jan.
4, on a scale even grander than the 75th annual Union Day celebration, for which he
squandered billions of kyats.

Min Aung Hlaing is saying one thing and doing another. And what a pity he thinks those vanity
projects will make him the true head of state of Myanmar!

Lawlessness on the rise

Min Aung Hlaing inspects the Na Sa Ka ruby in July 2022.
/ Cincds

“If there is no security, well-off people will have to do the
night watch bearing their belongings,” was what Min
Aung Hlaing told his junta ministers at the same cabinet
meeting on Tuesday as he highlighted the importance of
law and order, and rule of law. Apparently, he is not
aware of just how lawless Myanmar has become since

the coup.

High unemployment and the rising cost of living have led to a crime wave ranging from bank
heists and fatal robberies to thefts and muggings committed blatantly in broad daylight in cities
including the commercial capital, Yangon.

Aren’t there police to handle those crimes? Yes, there are. But they have been busy working
together with junta soldiers to mount crackdowns on opponents of the regime—in other
words, helping to strengthen the military dictatorship—so they have no time for law
enforcement. The rising crime wave bears testimony to the fact that the people can’t fill in for
the police and do their job for them.
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One day after Min Aung Hlaing stressed the importance of rule of law, a building materials shop
in downtown Yangon was robbed, and the owner had to be hospitalized. Earlier this week, an
80-year-old physicist and his wife were killed at their house in an armed robbery in Mingalar
Taungnyunt, in Yangon’s downtown.

Ministry goes all out to spare general’s blushes

@ Asection of the national power grid on the outskirts of
Yangon. / The Irrawaddy

The junta’s Electricity Ministry doesn’t seem particularly
concerned about Myanmar people living in the dark, but it
dreads causing Min Aung Hlaing to lose face should he
himself be hit by a power outage in public.

Therefore, the ministry mounted a special operation to ensure a constant power supply as Min
Aung Hlaing offered Kathina robes to Buddhist monks in Naypyitaw on Wednesday.

On Oct. 30, a team led by Deputy Electricity Minister Dr. Aung Zeya drove to Uppatasanti
Pagoda, the venue for the regime’s Kathina robe-offering ceremony. He instructed ministry
staff to monitor the electricity supply to the venue continuously, and to report to

him immediately in case of any problem.

He also instructed them to make sure the transformer, control panel, backup power lines and
diesel generators were working properly, and to have backup generators and other equipment
ready. Going to extremes, the deputy minister even ordered his staff to make sure USPs and
power banks were in good condition and ready to be used on the occasion.

The fact that ministerial-level officials have to personally get involved to ensure that
a ceremony attended by their boss can be held without a blackout indicates how bad the
situation has become.

Myanmar has been plagued by blackouts since late last year, in the wake of the coup. The
regime promised that the electricity supply would return to normal in May, but blackouts are
still common. As hydropower is the main source of electricity in Myanmar, and November
marks the end of the rainy season, Myanmar people are bound to face further serious
blackouts in the months to come.

Rules tightened on civil society organizations

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing on Oct. 28 signed a new Organization Registration Law into effect,
targeting the popular resistance movement.

The new law replaces a similar law enacted in 2014 under President U Thein Sein’s
administration, making it compulsory for organizations to register, while approval is subject to
relevant ministries.
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Pedestrians cross a road on a walkway in the downtown
area of Yangon on May 15, 2020. / AFP

The law prohibits organizations from supporting or
otherwise having direct or indirect links with groups and
individuals that the regime has labeled terrorists or that
actively oppose the regime, as well as with unlawful
associations and their members.

What’s worse, the broadly defined Article 39 carries jail sentences of up to five years for any act
deemed to harm, either directly or indirectly, the sovereignty of the country, rule of law,
national security and national solidarity.

The law will govern the operations of civil society organizations and international non-
governmental organizations operating in Myanmar. It also increases registration fees, at a time
when many charities are being forced to limit their operations due to high fuel prices.

Since the coup, the regime has tightened its restrictions on media, printing and publishing, and
films, and is now targeting civil society organizations.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/junta-watch/junta-watch-big-spending-chief-demands-
frugality-police-too-busy-to-fight-crime-and-more.html

Correcting Int’l Misconceptions About Myanmar’s Struggle
By NAING KHIT | 4 November 2022

This is a brief political explanation for the Singaporean foreign minister, his counterparts and
other leaders in the region, as well as UN officials—including the world body’s envoy to
Myanmar—and all those who have misconceptions about Myanmar’s political reality today.

They all need to understand a few basic but vital facts about Myanmar’s crisis, because their
respective roles give them a shared responsibility for helping to solve it. Unless they understand
the reality of the situation, their diplomatic approaches and remedies for battered Myanmar
will all be in vain.

Let’s face facts.

In his keynote speech at the 37th ASEAN Roundtable on Nov. 1, Singaporean Foreign Minister
Vivian Balakrishnan said: “What is happening today is a fight for the heart of the Bamar
majority, between the Tatmadaw on one hand and the National League for Democracy led by
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, who won the election in 2020.”

Balakrishnan—who is thought to have a deeper understanding of Myanmar’s political situation
than his ASEAN counterparts and is known for his admiration of and closeness to detained
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Myanmar leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and her political struggle—which was given a mandate
by the Myanmar people—really shouldn’t be making such a fundamental error about the
political reality in the country.

It’s not only a fight for the heart of the Bamar majority, between the military (or, as
Balakrishnan said, the “Tatmadaw” —a term of esteem referring to the military that Myanmar
people stopped using when it began cracking down on peaceful protesters after the coup; he
should mind his choice of words, too) and the NLD led by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

In reality, what is happening today in Myanmar is the fight between the whole population of
Myanmar and the military. To elaborate—between the whole population whose rights,
freedom and opportunities were stolen by the military in February 2021, and the military or
ruling junta, which has committed crimes against humanity and war crimes against the entire
population after destroying their dreams and future.

To be a bit more precise, it’s a fight between the entire population comprising all ethnicities of
the country of 55 million people and a handful of generals, their privileged families, and their
supporters and apologists.

If the mischaracterization of the situation by those foreign dignitaries was an innocent mistake,
it shows how shallow their knowledge of Myanmar’s current crisis is, despite their status as key
regional and world figures who are potentially in positions to help solve the Myanmar crisis. If it
was intentional, it shows they are trying to distort the real picture of Myanmar’s crisis. In that
case, one can’t help but entertain a conspiracy theory. Could such a misconception have been
spread by the junta’s apologists around Balakrishnan or other diplomats or UN officials?

No matter the motive, what the foreign minister said belittles the Myanmar people’s fight to
uproot the military dictatorship.

Such a misconception by foreign diplomats, leaders or UN officials is an insult to young ethnic
people who have formed or joined People’s Defense Force groups (commonly known as PDFs)
in their states since the coup last year, and the older ethnic armed organizations that have
supported or joined the Spring Revolution together with the PDFs.

Ethnic people stage a protest against military rule in
Yangon in February 2021. / The Irrawaddy

After the military’s brutal crackdowns on nationwide
anti-coup protests following the coup in February
2021, PDFs emerged across the country. More

than 250 have been formed both in Bamar-
populated regions like Sagaing and in many ethnic

Al e ; S \ -
the west to Karen and Kayah in the east and southeast.
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Their sole goal is to uproot the military in order to build a genuine federal democracy. Almost
every region and state now has PDFs.

Take the country’s smallest state, Kayah (or Karenni), with its 300,000 population. Young ethnic
people there have formed a dozen forces, including the strongest, the Karenni Nationalities
Defense Force (KNDF) led by Khun Be Du. The young ethnic Karenni leader is not a member of
the NLD but is now a deputy minister for the parallel National Unity Government, which was
formed by ousted NLD lawmakers and ethnic representatives. The KNDF alone has about 8,000
soldiers.

As in Kayah State, thousands of youths in Chin, Kachin, Karen and Shan have also formed PDFs.
These young freedom fighters have been battling junta troops in alliance with established
ethnic armed organizations like the Karen National Union, Chin National Front, Kachin
Independence Army and others.

The PDFs were all formed in 2021 months after the coup. Their leaders officially stated that
they formed the new forces in response to the military coup.

Some of the freedom fighters in these new forces might be members or supporters of the NLD,
and may even have voted for the party in the 2020 election. But we can’t define the fight they
are waging as between the NLD and the military. Such a view isn’t just shallow, it’s
fundamentally wrong.

These young fighters and the wider population—whose full support they enjoy—have a
common goal to build a federal democracy free of the greedy and cruel generals who have
been committing crimes against the entire population after eliminating the result of the
election, in which the majority of Myanmar’s people, including many ethnic voters, backed the
NLD.

Simply put, in the 21st century, the fight in Myanmar is a national struggle to root out a military
dictatorship that has, under consecutive leaders, repeatedly destroyed democracy in the
country from its first coup d’état in 1962 to the latest in 2021.

Again, it’s the definitive fight—the people vs. the military dictatorship. No one has the right to
belittle this supreme sacrifice, which has already claimed the lives of countless Myanmar
people.

Balakrishnan and other foreign officials must grasp this point if they sincerely want to help
solve Myanmar’s crisis for the entire population of Myanmar.

Next time, before they say such a thing, they should consider their words with mindfulness and
sincerity, for the good of the people of Myanmar.

Naing Khit is a commentator on political affairs.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/commentary/correcting-intl-misconceptions-about-
myanmars-struggle.htmil

The military is the main obstacle to Myanmar’s energy security

NOVEMBER 4, 2022 | By GUILLAUME DE LANGRE | FRONTIER

Imagery from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration in May 2022, showing the relative lack
of electricity in Myanmar compared to its neighbours.

By selling off Myanmar’s resources rather than
developing its infrastructure, the military has starved
the country of electricity and made it dependent on its
neighbours.

There is a paradox at the heart of military rule in
Myanmar. While the military emphasises sovereignty, independence and internal strength, its
policies consistently weaken the country and make it dependent on others.

This is particularly true in the energy sector. Despite Myanmar’s abundant natural resources,
successive military regimes have made it energy poor, reliant on its neighbours and irrelevant
to regional energy politics.

Let’s start with gas. When the Yadana gas field was discovered in the mid-1980s off the coast of
Ayeyarwady Region, about one in 10 households had access to electricity in Myanmar.
Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam discovered fossil fuel reserves at around the same time and
used them to build infrastructure and fuel growth.

However, instead of investing in gas power plants and new lines to increase access like all its
neighbours, Myanmar’s ruling military chose to sell 80 percent of the gas from Yadana to
Thailand, provide limited power to Yangon, Myanmar’s commercial capital, and send much of
the post-tax profits abroad. This scenario largely repeated itself in the early 2010s with the
Shwe gas field, off the Rakhine State coast, but with the gas exported to China.

As a result, in terms of power production, Myanmar is now 20 years behind Vietnam, 30 years
behind Thailand and 40 years behind Malaysia.

While the revenue from gas exports is significant, Myanmar’s energy relationships with
Thailand and China are one-sided. The country fulfils only 1.2pc of Chinese gas demand and
13pc of Thailand’s demand. Both countries are also reducing their need for Myanmar gas by
investing massively in Liquefied Natural Gas port terminals, and China is diversifying its pipeline
routes through Central Asia and Russia. If necessary, Thailand could replace its Myanmar gas
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imports with LNG within a few months. Myanmar, therefore, depends on gas exports far more
than Thailand or China depend on Myanmar gas.

Before introducing political and economic reforms in 2011, Myanmar’s generals had locked
80pc of the country’s gas production in long-term export contracts. This meant that, when the
economy subsequently boomed, there wasn’t enough gas and electricity to sustain that growth.
The National League for Democracy government that took power in 2016 started to import LNG
as a stopgap until new domestic gas became available. The result was that, by 2020, the
country was exporting its own cheap gas at long-term contract prices while importing foreign
gas at higher and more volatile prices for its own needs.

The same happened with hydropower. In the late 2000s, three large dams — Shweli-1, Dapein-1
and Chipwe Nge — were approved and built in Kachin State to supply China. In the original
contracts, Chinese firms would finance the bulk of the projects and Myanmar would have a
right to only 8-20pc of the electrical output.

But this was just the beginning of the great giveaway of Myanmar’s energy resources. The next
step was to plan a cascade of seven dams in Kachin, known collectively as the Myitsone dam
project, and a string of mega dams on the Thanlwin River. Although never completed, the dams
would export at least 85pc of their output to China and Thailand. The fact that three quarters of
Myanmar’s population didn’t have electricity wasn’t a concern.

During the failed democratic transition of 2011-21, this practice of selling off Myanmar’s energy
for scraps was temporarily halted. Myitsone was suspended and the government instead
focused on increasing local supply and building thousands of kilometres of power lines. Power
plant capacity and the number of grid-connected households both doubled during that time.

From 2016, the new NLD government also tried to fix the military’s past mistakes. For instance,
the 2007 contract for A6 off the Ayeyarwady Region coast, the most promising offshore gas
block since Yadana, didn’t guarantee any gas for domestic consumption, so the NLD negotiated
a 25-35pc share for Myanmar. It also renegotiated the export contracts of the three dams in
Kachin, so they would keep most of the production for domestic use. For the first time,
Myanmar’s energy policy was about providing energy to Myanmar.

Since the February 2021 military coup, junta leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing has
resumed selling off Myanmar’s resources and weakening its energy security. In June last year,
he approved the large Hatgyi dam on the Thanlwin in Kayin State. If completed, 90pc of the
electricity will be sold to Thailand, at a time when Myanmar’s power shortage is so acute that
industrial zones had to shut down 12 hours per day during this year’s March-May hot season.
The rest of the export-oriented mega dams are also back on the table.

Meanwhile, all but a handful of minor domestic-oriented projects are at a standstill as the junta
finds new ways to scare off foreign and local investors. The biggest infrastructure project
approved since the coup, a USS$2.5-billion China-Myanmar LNG project, hasn’t progressed in 18
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months. A tender for four dams in Tanintharyi Region had to be reissued for lack of proposals,
while the prospects of most other dam projects are dim because they are in areas where the
military cannot guarantee safe access to companies. In addition, a tender for 18 solar projects
attracted only two bids, compared to 50 bids received for a similar tender before the coup, in
2020.

This lack of progress means that Myanmar has performed a rare feat, going from being one of
the most promising developing countries for renewable energy to one of the only countries in
the world where electrical capacity declined last year. Even the heavily fortified capital Nay Pyi
Taw has had unprecedented power cuts this year, while military bases around the country have
had to rely on generators.

With respect to gas, the military has created so much instability that new field developments
have been put on ice, which will have long term consequences. French energy giant
TotalEnergies and Australia’s Woodside have pulled out of the A6 offshore block, while Thai
company PTTEP says its promising M3 block in Ayeyarwady, destined for domestic
consumption, “is awaiting development due to the political issue in Myanmar”.

Without these two critical projects, Myanmar’s gas output will fall by 49pc by 2025 and 80pc by
the end of the decade. In short, the coup is creating a decade-long energy and public finance
crisis.

This crisis shows that, for all the regime’s isolationist rhetoric, military-run Myanmar is anything
but independent. It cannot fund its public sector without gas revenues from Thailand and
China. It cannot restock its petrol stations without Russian oil. It cannot develop new gas fields
without Thailand’s support. It cannot build new power plants without Chinese and Thai banks
and engineers. It will also soon be forced to import power at a premium from China and Laos.

It's understandable that neighbouring countries would make some use of Myanmar resources
to build their own energy security, but looking back on six decades of energy data, there is no
evidence that the military ever tried to do the same for Myanmar.

The sad irony is that Myanmar could be an energy powerhouse and wield tremendous
geopolitical influence within Southeast Asia. Instead, it is mostly irrelevant to the region’s
energy politics. Generation after generation of military leaders have weakened the country’s
energy security so much that every night, when viewed from passing airplanes, Myanmar is that
dark, seemingly empty space in between its neighbours’ lights.

Guillaume de Langre is a former adviser to the civilian government and Myanmar energy
expert.

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/the-military-is-the-main-obstacle-to-myanmars-energy-

security/
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