PEACE Info (October 31, 2022)

Myanmar junta claims to have captured guerrilla assassins of retired army officer

Yangon Guerrilla Group Vows to Fight on Against Myanmar Junta Despite Arrests
Myanmar junta using relief funds to finance anti-resistance militia groups

17 bodies discovered in Pale Township village after junta raid

Eleven Myanmar Junta Police Killed in Resistance Raid on Station

Regime Arresting Attendees Of Hpakant Concert Bombing

Displacement crisis in southeastern Myanmar requires local humanitarian response, Karen
groups say

Military brings criminal charges against southern Rakhine State locals over alleged Arakan
Army ties

Junta Pressures Kyaukme IDPs To Return Home

Over 160 Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in Just Over a Week of Resistance Attacks

NUG preparing to respond to airstrikes by military council

PPST seeking to hold a political dialogue involving all EAOs

National Solidarity and Peacemaking Negotiation Committee (NSPNC) met with the working
group of political parties

Myanmar Junta Generals Retire to Take Top Roles in Proxy Party

Myanmar Junta Frees NLD Finance Minister and Two Political Prisoners

After Repeated Crackdowns, Myanmar Junta Officially Bans The Irrawaddy

Myanmar: Silencing Dissent

Myanmar Junta Border Forces Visit Bangladesh to Boost Ties

Malaysia FM states ASEAN must engage with NUG. International Justice mechanisms must
hold Burma accountable for crimes

Thai, Myanmar police target precursor smugglers in bid to halt meth tide
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Myanmar junta claims to have captured guerrilla assassins of retired army officer

The military claims seven men and three women in its custody are members of the Yangon-
based Inya Urban Force

Han Thit | Published on Oct 31, 2022

. Ohn Thwin is seen at a military ceremony (Inya Urban
Force / Facebook)

The Myanmar military regime announced on Monday that
it had arrested 10 individuals responsible for the high-
profile killing of a retired brigadier general in late
September.

Ohn Thwin, 72, was shot dead by gunmen in front of his
residence in Yangon’s Hlaing Township on September 24 along with his son-in-law Ye Tayza.
Inya Urban Force (IUF), a Yangon-based guerrilla group, claimed responsibility for the attack,
accusing him of cheerleading the junta and endorsing the murder of anti-dictatorship
protesters.

An ex-ambassador, Ohn Thwin had once headed Myanmar’s diplomatic missions to Bangladesh,
Maldives, South Africa and Sri Lanka, and is the highest ranking current or retired military
officer to have been assassinated by anti-junta forces since the February 2021 coup.

The junta’s announcement in its Burmese-language newspapers said that its troops had
arrested seven men and three women from the IUF over three days during the first week of
October. It accused the guerrilla group of committing several attacks since it was founded in
July 2021 with 14 members.

| e BN | nta’s announcement of the arrest of ten members of the

s E 3 Inya Urban Force (Cincds)

- The military accused the group of six targeting regime
@ E personnel in the commercial capital. Among the casualties

was Lanmadaw Township administrative officer Maj Gaday
Phyo Aung, in April. The only survivor of the series of
assassination attempts was administrator Than Win, also
known as Bobby, in Botahtaung Township.

pscy

The IUF posted on their Facebook page on Monday that some of their members had been
arrested, but did not specify when or how many. The statement said that the group fears for
the lives of its members in junta custody.

At the time of reporting, the IUF had not responded to Myanmar Now’s inquiry regarding
whether the individuals mentioned in the military’s statement belonged to their group.
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https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-prison-authorities-lift-restrictions-on-
sending-packages-to-inmates

Yangon Guerrilla Group Vows to Fight on Against Myanmar Junta Despite Arrests
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 31 October 2022

The anti-junta guerrilla group Inya Urban Force (IUF), which assassinated a pro-regime former
general in Yangon last month, has vowed to fight on despite seeing 10 of its members arrested.

e sl A\ photo published by regime media purporting to show
ﬁj m‘ Inya Urban Force members arrested by the junta. / State
S (st S | DCoetee] media
perny ;
E E r- The military regime announced it had detained the IUF
[ ddeds | vt | o

. personnel in the first week of October after the group
W W assassinated six people in Yangon, including ex-Brigadier
| . o General Ohn Thwin and his son-in-law ex-Captain Ye Tayza

on September 24. The junta said all six targets were

“innocent civilians”.

Ohn Thwin had denounced democracy leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and openly celebrated on
Facebook when anti-regime protesters were targeted in junta crackdowns last year.

He was a leading member of the Myanmar War Veterans Association, which is currently a
source of recruits for the regime in its military operations to crush armed resistance, and was
also said to be the mentor of regime No. 2, Soe Win.

Three of the 10 IUF members arrested were women.

According to the regime’s statement, the IUF also assassinated Daw Hnin Hnin Hlaing, a 100-
household administrator from Kyimyindaing Township, where junta personnel had rammed and
shot anti-regime protesters in a crackdown that killed five people and left many injured.

Hnin Hnin Hlaing was reportedly an informant for regime forces, delivering information on anti-
junta protesters.

The regime statement said the IUF also assassinated a 100-household administrator in
Sanchaung township in December and an individual in North Dagon Township in February. The
latter target was reportedly also former military officer.

The IUF then killed an army major and his colleague in Lanmadaw Township in April, followed
by a pro-regime Ward Administrator from Botahtaung Township in July, the regime said.
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In a statement, the IUF admitted its members had been arrested and said their lives were now
in danger, along with the security of the group as a whole.

However, the IUF said it managed to inform other members that their identities may have been
uncovered, allowing them to escape to areas controlled by ethnic armed groups. It also vowed
to continue the fight to free Yangon and end military dictatorship.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/yangon-guerrilla-group-vows-to-
fight-on-against-myanmar-junta-despite-arrests.html

Myanmar junta using relief funds to finance anti-resistance militia groups

The money was handed over to a monk who earlier this year called for the eradication of
villages backing anti-regime forces

Sa Tun Aung / Thura Maung | Published on Oct 31, 2022
M U Warthawa gives money to a Pyu Saw Htee group in
® Kanbalu Township on September 24, 2022 (Social media)
Myanmar’s coup regime is using state funds reserved for
disaster relief, regional development, and monastic
institutions to finance militia groups fighting resistance

forces, documents obtained by Myanmar Now have
revealed.

Letters exchanged between departments of the junta’s Sagaing Region administration over the
past two months show that some 160 members of army-trained Pyu Saw Htee militia groups in
Kanbalu and Taze townships received more than 4m kyat ($1,900) in cash recently to buy staple
foods.

The Pyu Saw Htee groups, many of whose members are pro-army nationalists, war veterans, or
backers of the military’s proxy party, typically accompany soldiers on village raids and attacks
on the strongholds of armed anti-junta groups.

The regime has been especially active in organising the groups in northwestern and central
Myanmar—particularly Sagaing Region—where resistance forces have gained a firm foothold in
many areas due to strong public support.

Soe Shwe Aung, the chair of the junta’s Kanbalu District Administration Department, handed
over the money to nationalist monk U Warthawa on October 20, the letters showed. The
money will be used to support 40 militia members in the village of Kan Phyu in Kanbalu
Township, 70 elsewhere in the township, and 50 in neighbouring Taze Township.
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The letters explicitly state that the money was taken from funds reserved for Kanbalu District’s
disaster relief activities, developmental work, and monasteries. The spending was approved by
Sagaing Region’s administrative body.

U Warthawa has played a leading role in recruiting Pyu Saw Htee members in Sagaing Region.
Earlier this year, while visiting villages in Kanbalu, Taze and Kyunla townships, he declared that
communities that financially support anti-regime groups should be “eradicated.”

“If it is true that some villages are financing them, then we need to teach them a lesson. We will
erase those villages from the map of Myanmar. This is something we need to uproot,” he said
at the time.

More recently, he was seen in a video shared on pro-military social media accounts denouncing
junta opponents in crude terms to a group of around 70 recent Pyu Saw Htee recruits.

“They’re destroying our country, race and religion. Those quislings and sons of bitches!” he is
heard saying in a speech delivered on October 20, the same day that he received state funds
from the regime.

According to resistance sources, Pyu Saw Htee groups have a strong presence in around 40
villages in Kanbalu, Taze and Kyunla townships.

Villagers close to the militias say that regular members are paid 170,000 kyat (580) a month,
while leaders receive a salary of 210,000 kyat ($100).

“They are also given free uniforms these days, as an added incentive to join,” said one Kanbalu
Township resident who knows several militia members.

As the conflict continues to drag on, many are drawn by a chance to earn some money, he
added.

“In Kan Phyu, some people join because there is nothing else for them to do. It’s impossible to
do any kind of business in such chaotic times,” said the local, who did not want to be named.

In March, junta spokesperson General Zaw Min Tun announced plans to train and arm civilians,
including local administrators, as part of the regime’s effort to crush resistance to its rule.

U Waryama, a leading monk from the anti-regime Interfaith Network for Spring Revolution,
described the junta’s use of funds for relief and monastic activities as “shameful.”

“It is shameful for our country and our Buddhist people that the military, together with the
monk Warthawa, is using those funds to brutally murder people,” he said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-using-relief-funds-to-finance-anti-
resistance-militia-groups
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17 bodies discovered in Pale Township village after junta raid

Regime forces reportedly even executed prisoners held by the local anti-junta People’s
Administration Team

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Oct 31, 2022

A photo found on the phone of a junta soldier shows
troops involved in arson attacks on Sagaing villages in May

A series of military raids last week in and around the village
of Hpalanpin in Sagaing Region’s Pale Township left at least
17 people dead, according to local resistance authorities.

The attacks, which began last Tuesday, were carried out as
part of a “rescue” mission to free prisoners held by anti-
regime forces active in the area, including the wife of an
army captain.

However, most of those who were killed were among those being detained by the resistance
forces, said Zaw Htet, the chair of the Pale Township People’s Administration Team.

A body found in the village of Hpalanpin in Sagaing’s Pale
Township (Supplied)

“Some had their throats slit and some were shot in the
head. None of them were killed in battle. They were all
captured and tortured before they were killed. That’s what
their injuries suggest. Even the prisoners were tortured
before they were killed,” he told Myanmar Now.

According to Zaw Htet, 10 of the victims were prisoners,
including two police privates, while only three were resistance fighters. The others were
civilians, including a grade 9 student, and an unidentified individual believed to be a junta
soldier.

Bodies found in the village of Hpalanpin in Sagaing’s Pale
Township (Supplied)

He added that most of the prisoners were criminal
suspects facing a variety of charges, including theft and
rape.

All of the bodies except one were found near the local
administration office where the prisoners were held,
according to a member of a local defence team.
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The regime airlifted around 80 commandos into the area to carry out the initial attack on
Tuesday. Helicopters were also deployed two days later to clear the way for the troops to leave.

A body found in the village of Hpalanpin in Sagaing’s Pale
Township (Supplied)

Residents said that the regime forces also burned down
six houses in Hpalanpin and another four in the
neighbouring village of Thae Pyin Kyel during the three
days that they were in the area.

People living in several villages were forced to flee the

attacks, according to locals.

“We can’t even eat or sleep properly now, as we know that we always have to be ready to run
at a moment’s notice,” said one local man who did not want to be named.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/17-bodies-discovered-in-pale-township-village-after-
junta-raid

Eleven Myanmar Junta Police Killed in Resistance Raid on Station
By THE IRRAWADDY | 31 October 2022

Local resistance fighters attacked a police station in Nyaung-U Township, Mandalay Region on
Saturday, killing 11 including the police station chief, according to local sources.

Six firearms and a revolver were seized in the attack on the police station in Nga Tha Yauk, a
sub-township of Nyaung-U.

p— 5

Weapons seized from police in Nga Tha Yauk
Sub-township / CJ

= A local source said: “It happened around 4
p.m. There was an exchange of fire. We heard
11 police policemen including the police
station chief, Police Lieutenant Aye Kyaw, were

killed.”

Pro-junta Telegram channels reported that 10 policemen including Police Lt. Aye Kyaw and a
relative of one of the policemen were killed when 25 motorbike-riding People’s Defense Force
fighters attacked the police station.

Combined forces from local resistance groups carried out the attack. Large numbers of junta
troops blocked roads and carried out checks following the attack.
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Regime Arresting Attendees Of Hpakant Concert Bombing

31st October 2022

Hpakant

After word got out that the Burma Army (BA) will
arrest everyone who was at a concert that the junta
bombed in Hpakant Township, families and friends of
those who were killed by the shelling are afraid to
hold prayer ceremonies for them.

According to a local female source, who requested anonymity for fear of reprisals, the army has
blocked the road to Ginsi village and prevented people from carrying the dead and injured to
the town since three regime jet fighters bombed a concert about two miles away celebrating
the 62nd anniversary of the Kachin Independence Army (KIO) on 23 October.

She told KNG that soldiers and police are searching for people who helped the victims in KIO’s
military wing, Kachin Independence Army Brigade 9’s area, to arrest them and charge them
with them with Article 17/1 for belonging to unlawful associations.

“It’s really difficult to live in Hpakant,” she told KNG.

After the BA prevented ambulances from taking those wounded in the bombings to hospitals in
the towns of Hpakant and Myitkyina, and some of the victims bled to death, soldiers also tried
to prevent doctors and paramedics from travelling to A Nang Pa, where the tragedy happened.
However, some managed to sneak past the army’s checkpoints and give them medical care.

Local residents have told KNG that military forces were seen searching for the bomb victims at
the hospital and clinics in Hpakant town.

Of the 78 people killed in the airstrikes, 60 people were buried next to the village of Baw Ser
Dee near Ginsi on October 25-26. During the bombardment, about 50 people died instantly and
the rest died after being unable to get medical care.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/10/31/regime-arresting-attendees-of-hpakant-concert-

bombing/
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Displacement crisis in southeastern Myanmar requires local humanitarian response, Karen
groups say

Community-based organisations suggest that the number of IDPs is double the estimates
provided by UN agencies, whose access to the region continues to be restricted by the junta

Sally Kantar | Published on Oct 31, 2022

Local groups provide supplies, including tarps and food, to
people from Mutraw District in Karen State displaced to the
Thai border by junta airstrikes in late March and early April
2021 (Karen Peace Support Network / Facebook)

Data recently released by Karen community-based

A R organisations indicates that the number of people displaced in
southeastern Myanmar since the 2021 coup may be more than double the figures previously
provided by the UN.

New displacement since Feb 2021 KPSN map from October 27 outlining internal displacement in

Karen areas since the coup

. said on October 27 that more than 347,500 people had been

_ forced to flee their homes by military offensives throughout
/ the seven districts of Kawthoolei—a predominantly ethnic
Karen territory that includes all of Karen State and parts of
Mon State and Bago and Tanintharyi regions.

N\“m. ano|
"‘\2 . Representatives of the Karen Peace Support Network (KPSN)
e
3

“Our members are working very closely with the IDPs
[internally displaced persons] on the ground. That’s how we
have these details,” KPSN’s Saw Lay Ka Paw told Myanmar
Now.

On Monday, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported that
there were a total of 169,700 IDPs in the region, including all of Karen and Mon states,
Tanintharyi and eastern Bago—an area much larger than that described by KPSN.

An OCHA representative did not respond to Myanmar Now’s specific inquiry regarding the
discrepancy in IDP numbers, but said on October 28 that the agency was “staying and delivering
[aid services] despite serious access challenges and funding shortfalls in Myanmar, including in
the country’s Southeast.”

Duncan McArthur, Myanmar programme director for The Border Consortium—an alliance of
international humanitarian organisations working with conflict-affected populations from the
region in question—confirmed that the number of displaced “could be double OCHA's
estimate,” citing documentation from multiple groups on the ground.
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UN OCHA map indicating nationwide levels of displacement,
published on October 31

“Estimating IDP numbers is always difficult, especially for those
who are dispersed and not in camps,” he told Myanmar Now.

L wy “However, there is a growing body of evidence to suggest that
A OCHA is grossly underestimating the scale and distribution of
internal displacement in Myanmar.”

The data has raised questions regarding which organisations
have the access necessary to distribute aid to the region’s
displaced people amid what KPSN says is an ongoing
“humanitarian emergency.”

150 km

—_— In an online briefing last week, the network pointed out that
since the February 2021 coup, Karen community-based organisations—particularly Thai border-
based groups—had delivered USS$8.7m in food support to these IDPs, but that $17m more was
required in order to meet their needs over the next year.

Naw K’'nyaw Paw, general secretary of the Karen Women’s Organisation, described this aid
structure as decentralised, involving coordination between local networks and the emergency
response committees of the Karen National Union, an ethnic administrative body opposed to
military rule. She noted that over the past 30 years, $32m worth of food—mostly rice—had
been provided to some 1.7m people in conflict-affected areas through these mechanisms,
“without benefitting the previous military regimes or the [current junta].”

However, this aid delivery system has been “largely ignored by international donors,” she said,
adding that half of the funding for food assistance since the coup came from private patrons.

Several UN agencies have come under criticism from rights advocates and civil society
organisations for carrying out aid operations in Myanmar under the oversight of the junta. It is
an approach which, opponents argue, lends legitimacy to the coup regime and does not allow
access to the large displaced populations outside of military-controlled areas.

UN accessibility to most of southeastern Myanmar was categorised as “difficult” or “very
difficult” in the mid-year update on the Myanmar Humanitarian Response Plan, compiled by
OCHA.

Operating in conflict areas “remains challenging due to the de-facto authorities denying travel
authorizations for large-scale operations in areas outside their control,” the June report said.

In OCHA'’s statement to Myanmar Now, a representative said that they had provided assistance
to 500,000 people in southeastern Myanmar during the first half of the year, but did not offer
further details about the recipients or the type of aid.
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The agency acknowledged that “access restrictions are preventing us from reaching everyone
who needs support” and that they would “engage with all stakeholders to lift access constraints
that are delaying support to people in need.”

Most food assistance that was distributed under the Humanitarian Response Plan during the
same period went to 2.2m people largely belonging to “vulnerable populations other than IDPs”
in urban areas, particularly Yangon.

Only 22 percent of the Humanitarian Response Plan’s massive $826m budget had been raised
as of Monday, according to OCHA. However, local aid providers have pointed out that the
implementing agencies’ lack of access to communities outside of junta-controlled territories is
likely to continue even if the funding targets are met.

“The majority of the IDPs are in the areas of the opposition [to the Myanmar military], and the
UN Country Team needs permission from the military to deliver aid,” another KPSN
representative, Saw Alex Htoo, said, calling on international institutions to “re-strategise” and
include border-based groups.

“Delivery of humanitarian aid from Yangon faces a lot of limitations. Aid delivered through
cities won’t reach these people.”

Editor’s Note: This article was updated on the afternoon of October 31 to include UN OCHA’s
newest data, which was released after initial publication. It suggests that 7,100 more people
in the region were displaced since the agency’s previous October 1 report.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/displacement-crisis-in-southeastern-myanmar-
requires-local-humanitarian-response-karen-groups

Military brings criminal charges against southern Rakhine State locals over alleged Arakan
Army ties

Among those arrested are members of the general administration department in Thandwe
District

Thein San | Published on Oct 31, 2022
AA troops seen during training in 2019 (Arakan Army)

The junta recently arrested nine locals from southern
Rakhine State, including two members of the general
administration department, accusing them of having links
to the Arakan Army (AA), with which the military has
been engaged in escalating clashes in western Myanmar.
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The individuals were charged with violating Article 17(1) of the Unlawful Associations Act, with
some were also hit with charges of incitement under Section 505a of the Penal Code.

Among them was Win Maung Maung, a senior clerk within the Thandwe District administration,
was accused of allegedly providing funding support to the AA and alerting them of military and
police activities in the region. Regional clerk Hlaing Win Htut was also charged with having
affiliations with the armed group, according to an October 28 report in the junta mouthpiece
the Rakhine Daily.

Five men from four Thandwe Township villages were singled out and arrested, according to
locals: Nyi Pyu and Nay Myo Aung from Singaung, Kyaw Kyaw Naing from Indaing Gyi, Maung
Maht from Leli, and U San from Shwe Thar Chaing.

San Ko, 49, is the owner of the Rakhine Ar Mahn bus terminal, and was arrested by troops from
Light Infantry Battalion 566 on October 23.

Further details about the arrest of the other Thandwe men were not known at the time of
reporting.

In Taungup Township, three locals were also arrested and charged under Article 17(1): Phyo
Min Zaw from Yan Khaw, Khin Hla from Mahn Ni, and Kyaw Kyaw Naing from Thin Pan Shwe.

More than 30 civilians were also detained from Yanbye Town in Ramree and from Kyaukphyu
Township during the first half of October. Among them was a land registry officer, locals said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-brings-criminal-charges-against-southern-
rakhine-state-locals-over-alleged-arakan-army

Junta Pressures Kyaukme IDPs To Return Home
By SHAN | October 31, 2022

The regime is trying to force thousands of people displaced by the conflict in Kyaukme
Township back home but an armed Ta’ang group in northern Shan State has refused to let them
return.

”"We are so confused because the Burma Army (BA) have ordered us to go back but the Ta’ang
National Liberation Army (TNLA) won’t allow it because they say there’s hidden landmines
planted around our villages that they haven’t removed,” said a man, who’s one of 5,000
internally displaced persons (IDPs) from 28 villages.

"The BA just wants to project an image of Burma being stable and peaceful,” to make it seem
like there’s no conflict or displaced populations in the country, he explained. But aid groups
haven’t been given permission to help the IDPs in Kyaukme Township, the man said.
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The IDPs fled their homes to escape last year’s fighting between the allied forces of the TNLA
and Shan State Progress Party that were fighting with the Restoration Council of Shan State.
Some of them have taken shelter in Pan Lon village in Hopong Township, southern Shan State.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25535

Over 160 Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in Just Over a Week of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 31 October 2022

At least 162 Myanmar junta soldiers were reportedly killed and many other injured in the last
nine days as the People’s Defense Forces (PDFs) and ethnic armed organizations (EAOs)
conducted attacks including raids on regime bases and police outposts across the country.

Incidents were reported in Kachin and Kayah states and Mandalay, Sagaing, Magwe, Bago and
Tanintharyi regions.

The Irrawaddy has collected the following reports of significant attacks and clashes between
regime forces and resistance groups. Some regime casualties could not be independently
verified.

Over 80 soldiers killed in a series of clashes in Kachin

Around 80 regime soldiers were reportedly killed during eight days of firefights with the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) and allied PDF groups in Momauk Township, Kachin State, according
to local media reports quoting KIA sources.

Since Oct. 22, fierce clashes have occurred on Lon Jar Bon mountain in the township and regime
aircraft and nearby military Infantry Battalion 437 have bombed and shelled the clash area
daily. On Saturday, heavy fighting continued on the mountain and many regime forces were
killed.

A video shows KIA troops collecting weapons from dead soldiers and searching equipment and
backpacks abandoned by junta soldiers.

30 junta soldiers killed in Magwe

Thirty military regime troops were killed and many injured in Tilin Township, Magwe Region last
Tuesday when five local PDF groups ambushed a military detachment near a village, claimed
Yaw Defense Force-Tilin on Saturday.

Some 100 regime troops were attacked from close range as they were leaving Htan Pin Kone
Village after burning houses.

In the clash, YDF-Tilin member Ko Wai Yan Min, 20, was killed, the PDF group said.
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11 junta police killed in PDF raid on police station in Mandalay

Eleven junta police including the chief of the local police station were killed in Nyaung-U
township, Mandalay Region on Saturday when seven PDF groups from Natogyi, Taungtha,
Mingyin and Nyaung-U townships raided the station in the small town of Ngathayouk.

In the raid, a PDF fighter was also killed. A PDF video shows PDF fighters attacking and
occupying the police station.

Seven weapons were seized from junta police, the PDF groups said.

A pro-regime Telegram channel reported that 10 police officers including the chief of the police
station and one of their family members were killed in the PDF raid.

Nine junta police killed in PDF raid in Mandalay

Nine regime police officers including Police Captain Yarzar Win Mying, the chief of a police
outpost, were killed in Ngazun Township, Mandalay Region on Saturday when six PDF groups
attacked regime police officers who were drinking and singing at a KTV room in the township,
according to the PDF groups.

In the raid, a PDF fighter suffered minor injuries when the police responded with small arms
fire.

Four regime troops killed in intense clashes in Sagaing

Four regime forces were killed in Myaung Township, Sagaing Region last Friday when local PDF
groups attacked junta aircraft and regime forces at the police outpost in the township, the Civil
Defense and Security Organization of Myaung (CDSOM) said on Sunday.

Early Friday, a junta helicopter gunship attacked Parain Mar Village when regime forces
dropped by two helicopters raided the village accompanied by another military detachment.

In response to the junta raid, PDF groups attacked the helicopters and used three 40-mm
bombs to attack the nearby police station in Kyaukyit Village, said CDSOM. In the attacks, three
regime personnel stationed at the police outpost were killed.

A PDF fighter was killed and two others injured, according to the resistance groups.

On that morning, another firefight occurred when PDF fighters attacked regime forces from the
police station as they were patrolling. A junta soldier was killed in the clash, the PDF group said.

Six regime troops killed in Sagaing

The PDF group Myanmar’s Royal Dragon Army (MRDA) claimed to have killed six junta soldiers
with grenades in an attack on regime patrols in the town of Monywa, Sagaing Region on
Sunday.
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The PDF group said they abandoned their attempt to seize weapons from the regime forces
when other regime forces nearby attacked them.

20 regime soldiers killed in PDF ambush in Tanintharyi

An exchange of gunfire occurs after a military convoy was ambushed with land mines in Palaw
Township last Friday. / King Cobra Force

Twenty junta soldiers were killed and 10 others injured in Palaw Township, Tanintharyi Region
last Friday when the PDF group King Cobra Force ambushed a military convoy of 13 vehicles
traveling from Dawei to Myeik Township, the PDF group claimed.

A PDF video shows an exchange of gunfire after the convoy was ambushed with land mines.
Two military vehicles were damaged in the ambush, the PDF group said.
Junta-appointed ward administrator killed in Sagaing

The PDF group Myingyan Black Tiger (MBT) from Mandalay Region claimed on Sunday that it
and another PDF group managed to kill junta-appointed ward administrator Myat Noe Kyaw on
Saturday morning while he was at the junta-controlled immigration office in the town of
Monywa, Sagaing Region.

The administrator was also a chief of Pyu Saw Htee pro-regime militia leaders in the township,
the PDF group said.

In the assassination, a resistance fighter was injured as the ward administrator responded with
two grenades.

Regime forces ambushed in Bago Region

At least four regime troops were injured in Paungde Township, Bago Region on Sunday
afternoon when Pyay District PDF Battalion 3602 used land mines to ambush 36 regime forces
searching a resistance camp in the forest, said Bago Region PDF.

After the ambush, PDF fighters escaped from the area without any casualties when regime
forces responded with both heavy explosives and firearms.

On Saturday morning, Pyay District PDF Battalion 3601 ambushed junta police on six
motorbikes on a road in Paungde Township using land mines. In the attack, some junta police
were injured and two motorbikes were damaged.

Junta outpost attacked in Kayah

The Karenni Army (KA) and allied resistance group the Karenni Nationalities Defense Force
(KNDF) attacked a junta outpost near Pon Chaung Village in Shadaw Township, Kayah State last
Thursday, KNDF Battalion 14, which joined the attack, said on Sunday.
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The remains of a house in Pon Chaung Village, Shadaw
Township after it was hit by junta explosives last Thursday. /
KNDF-B 14

In the 40-minute clash, resistance groups managed to hit
their targets in the junta outpost, the resistance group said.

However, military casualties were unknown. A house in Pon
Chuang Village was destroyed by the junta’s heavy

explosives.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/over-160-myanmar-junta-troops-
killed-in-just-over-a-week-of-resistance-attacks.html

NUG preparing to respond to airstrikes by military council

Sunday, October 30, 2022 | Than Lwin Times

U Kyaw Zaw, spokesperson of the National Unity
Government's (NUG) presidential office, told the Than
Lwin Times that preparations are being made to
respond to the military council’s airstrikes.

The military council army has recently begun
conducting airstrikes in battles across the nation and
has also been purposefully bombing people's homes.

KIO personnel and civilians were killed in mass by junta airstrikes on A Nang P area of Hpakant
township in Kachin state and a school in Latyatkone village of Sagaing Region’s Dibayin Town.

The strategic measures are already underway to deploy anti-aircraft weapons in the most
effective areas to respond to the military council's airstrikes, U Kyaw Zaw said.

The military council's airstrikes couldn't be prevented nationwide, but they would be made as
efficient as possible, and efforts are being made to deploy later air-defense systems throughout
the country, he added.

The fact that the NUG possesses anti-aircraft weapons but has yet to respond to the military
council's airstrikes has sparked public anger.

The NUG reported that more than 200 civilians were killed due to military airstrikes across the
country following the coup.

https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/nug-preparing-respond-airstrikes-military-council
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PPST seeking to hold a political dialogue involving all EAOs

By Thanlwintimes - October 30, 2022

The Peace Process Steering Team (PPST)
told Than Lwin Times that they are trying
to hold a political dialogue involving all
ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) before
the end of this year.

The PPST said that it is planning to hold a
plenary political discussion in which all the
ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) that
signed Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement

£
9 Kvew Hisng

(NCA) and other EAOs that haven’t not signed NCA.

PPST spokesperson Col. Saw Kyaw Nyunt said that although the PPST had planned to hold this
political dialogue, it was a meeting led by everyone’s agreement.

Colonel Saw Kyaw Nyunt said that they are currently trying to hold a political dialogue by
looking at the ability of each EAO to work in their respective sectors and through a personal
approach.

Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP) Secretary 1, Khu Dae Nia said he agreed that there is
a need to create an environment where all ethnic armed organizations can meet and discuss,
but it cannot be done with the leadership of PPST.

The PPST announced on October 28 that it will cooperate with the international community to
resolve political crisis, protect civilians and receive humanitarian assistance in accordance with
the practical needs of Myanmar’s politics.

But after the military coup, the Karen National Union (KNU), Chin National Front (CNF),
Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS) have reduced their participation in the PPST group.

On the other hand, military leader, General Min Aung Hlaing’s peace talks were attended twice
by seven NCA-signatories and three non-NCA-signatories.

Currently, the military council is fighting with some NCA-signatories, non-NCA signatories, and
as well as PDFs across the country.

https://thanlwintimes.com/2022/10/30/ppst-seeking-to-hold-a-political-dialogue-involving-all-
eaos/
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National Solidarity and Peacemaking Negotiation Committee (NSPNC) met with the working
group of political parties

PUBLISHED 30 OCTOBER 2022

: g \@{ The National Solidarity and Peacemaking Negotiation
, Committee (NSPNC) led by Lt-Gen Yar Pyae convened
S i ! a discussion with the working group of political
parties at the National Solidarity and Peacemaking
Centre in Nay Pyi Tawon October 28.

The meeting was attended by SAC Member Union
Minister at the Union Government Office, Chairman
of the National Solidarity and Peacemaking
Negotiation Committee Lt-Gen Yar Pyae and NSPNC members, and leader of the working group
of political parties Shan Nationalities Democratic Party (SNDP) Chairman U Sai Aik Pao and
representatives of the working group.

At the meeting, NSPNC Chairman Lt-Gen Yar Pyae and SNDP Chairman U Sai Aik Pao gave
opening remarks. Next, the working group of political parties proposed 11 points to be
amended to the 2008 Constitution, followed by the informal discussion of NSPNC on findings.
Then, participants exchanged their views and opinions.

After that, the opinions from both sides were collected and documented before the SNDP
Chairman and the NSPNC Chairman made conclusion remarks.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/national-solidarity-and-peacemaking-negotiation-
committee-nspnc-met-with-the-working-group-of

Myanmar Junta Generals Retire to Take Top Roles in Proxy Party
By THE IRRAWADDY | 31 October 2022

Two Myanmar junta generals have recently stepped down to take senior positions in the
military-proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP).

Lieutenant General Myo Zaw Thein was selected as vice-chair and Lieutenant General Aung Soe
was appointed head of the party’s external relations committee on Friday, according to U
Maung Myint, a central executive committee (CEC) member.

“The military and party are not strangers to each other. They have just arrived but they will
quickly grow accustomed to the party. There is no problem,” he said.

CEC member U Thaung Aye was elected as party general, another key position, said U Maung
Myint.
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U Thaung Aye ran for the Lower House in Pyawbwe Township in the 2020 general election but
lost to the National League for Democracy (NLD) candidate, Dr. Win Maung.

He took a lead role in alleging voter fraud and sent supposed proof of voter-list errors to the
military. He served in the Lower House from 2010 to 2020 after retiring as a lieutenant general.

He was nominated as Lower House speaker under the NLD government but lost to T Khun
Myat.

U Thaung Aye served as the chief minister in Shan and Rakhine states under the previous junta,
the State Peace and Development Council.

Myo Zaw Thein was the military’s adjutant general, Yangon commander and commanded the
Bureau of Special Operations 5.

Aung Soe was deputy home affairs minister and served as chief of the Bureau of Special
Operations 4 and commanded operations in Karen State after the 2021 coup.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-generals-retire-to-take-top-roles-in-
proxy-party-2.html

Myanmar Junta Frees NLD Finance Minister and Two Political Prisoners
By THE IRRAWADDY |31 October 2022

Former planning and finance minister U Soe Win of the deposed National League for
Democracy (NLD) government was among three regime opponents released from jail by the
junta on Friday, sources close to the trio said.

The other two political prisoners freed were singer Po Po and beauty blogger Win Min Than.

U Soe Win was released from Yamethin Prison in Mandalay’s Yamethin Township one month
after being jailed, according to his lawyer.

He was a co-defendant in the case filed against detained civilian leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi,
her economic advisor Australian professor Sean Turnell, her economic minister U Kyaw Win and
her deputy finance minister U Set Aung, for allegedly violating the Official Secrets Act. He was
sentenced to three years in prison on September 28 by a special court inside Naypyitaw Prison.

He was then transferred to Yamethin Prison along with U Kyaw Win and U Set Aung. None of
his co-defendants has been released, however.

The 84-year-old was detained in the aftermath of last year’s coup. He underwent surgery for
colon cancer while under detention in Naypyitaw in December last year. He was granted bail in
January. U Soe Win is still being treated for cancer.
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The release just days comes after former Union Election Commission chairman U Hla Thein and
member U Myint Naing were released from Yamethin Prison on October 26. The two were
given three years in prison in July after being accused of negligence in organizing the 2020
general election, which Myanmar’s military alleged was marred by fraud.

U Than Htay, another former election commission member, was convicted of the same offense
but remains in prison.

Singer Po Po and beauty blogger Win Min Than were released from Yangon’s Insein Prison on
Friday. The duo was arrested by the regime in April last year for participating in anti-coup
protests and handed three years’ imprisonment for incitement in December.

The regime has not yet announced their release.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-frees-nld-finance-minister-and-two-
political-prisoners.html

After Repeated Crackdowns, Myanmar Junta Officially Bans The Irrawaddy
By THE IRRAWADDY | 31 October 2022

Myanmar’s military regime officially ordered the closure of The Irrawaddy and revoked its
publication license last week, the latest in a series of lawsuits, raids, arrests and other moves
targeting the independent news agency since the coup last year.

The junta-controlled Ministry of Information announced via state media on Saturday that the
news outlet has been banned and its license revoked since Wednesday, accusing it of damaging
“state security, rule of law and public tranquility” through its reporting.

Since the military takeover in February last year, The Irrawaddy has been at the forefront of
reporting on the regime’s bloody crackdowns on peaceful anti-junta protesters and its
atrocities against civilians—including daily extrajudicial killings, arbitrary arrests, air strikes on
residential areas and torching of civilian properties—while exposing the network of crony
businessmen who enjoy shady links with the regime both at home and abroad.

The regime’s Saturday statement was the first to publicly acknowledge its efforts to clamp
down on The Irrawaddy, though it has taken several unannounced actions against the news
agency since the coup. The Irrawaddy’s website was already banned by the regime inside
Myanmar.

In March last year, the military regime sued the news outlet under Article 505 (a) for
“disregarding” the armed forces in reporting on the anti-regime protests that were occurring at
the time. The police opened a case against The Irrawaddy as a whole rather than individual
employees, making it the first news outlet to be sued by the regime after the coup.
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On two occasions later that year, The Irrawaddy’s office in downtown Yangon was raided by
security forces. No one was arrested during the raids, as The Irrawaddy ceased its operation
inside Myanmar following the coup.

Several weeks before officially shutting the news agency down, the regime arrested its
publisher, U Thaung Win, who remains in custody. A former photojournalist who once worked
for The Irrawaddy, Zaw Zaw, was sentenced to three years in prison under incitement charges
in August this year. One staff member was temporarily detained early this year, and the home
of one of the news organization’s editors was recently raided.

Founded in Thailand in 1993, The Irrawaddy has been an enemy of successive Myanmar
regimes for its reporting on efforts to promote democracy, press freedom and human rights in
the country. When Myanmar was opened up, it moved its operations inside the country in 2012
to report on Myanmar’s transition until the coup last year.

The official shutdown followed the regime’s announcement earlier this month that it would
take legal action against The Irrawaddy under the Communications Law, News Media Law and
other laws for reporting that security forces opened fire on pilgrims at the Golden Rock
pagoda in Mon State, failing to parrot its official account of the incident. The junta also said it
would sue the BBC Burmese Service on the same charges over the same incident.

It was also learned that the regime’s No. 2 man Soe Win and senior junta advisers were behind
the junta’s decision to take legal action against The Irrawaddy and the BBC for their reporting
on the fatal shooting. The official ban on The Irrawaddy came a few weeks after the advisers’
calls.

Myanmar has become the world’s second-biggest jailer of journalists since last year’s military
takeover, with more than 140 detained. Over 60 remain behind bars and four have died in
custody.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/after-repeated-crackdowns-myanmar-junta-
officially-bans-the-irrawaddy.html

Myanmar: Silencing Dissent
By Phil Thornton for Mizzima |

Despite closure of the country’s independent media, arrest warrants, torture, jail and being
driven underground or into exile, Myanmar’s journalists continue to defy the military junta to
find ways to report, writes Phil Thornton.

Journalists Phyo and her husband Ko Soe Ya are determined to keep publishing, despite
Myanmar’s military forcing the closure of their office, revoking their licence, issuing warrants
for their arrest and an underground trek to what they thought was to be a safe border location.
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Monsoon rains ease as Phyo takes time to reflect on the life-changing events, she and her
husband, Soe Ya, endured since the military coup leaders dismantled Myanmar’s fledgling
parliamentary infrastructure and arrested its elected lawmakers on 1 February, 2021.

“We were married just one month before the coup. Our honeymoon has been the frontlines of
the revolution.”

Delta News Agency (DNA) were based in Pathein City, the capital of the Ayeyarwady Delta
Region, until the military-appointed State Administration Council cancelled its licence to publish
in November 2021 and issued arrest warrants for Phyo and Soe Ya under the amended Penal
Code article 505A.

Soe Ya lists the diverse spectrum of news events DNA reporters covered before the military
forced them to shut down and flee.

“The Delta is the country’s rice bowl — corn, sesame seeds, peanuts. Fishing and farming
products are important exports for the region and people living in the Delta want and need
information [on local issues].”

Soe Ya used stories DNA reported on to show the IFJ how important it was for the community
to have access to independent information.

“Our region is where the rare, wild, white elephants are found. Poachers want the skin and
tusks. Elephant numbers were decreasing. Farmers don’t like wild elephants - they destroy and
eat crops. International gangs hire local poachers to kill the elephants. Poachers get
information from farmers to help locate the elephants.”

Soe Ya explains the significance of the mighty Ayeyarwady River, Myanmar’s largest at
2,107kms, runs north to south, neatly dividing the country in two and is the country’s most
important commercial waterway.

The river is estimated to have as many as 200 different fish species, saltwater crocodiles and
the endangered Irrawaddy dolphin. Phyo said environmental, agricultural and commercial
issues related to the Ayeyarwady River were important stories Delta News Agency covered.

“The dredging of the river for sand was local and of great concern to local people. It was a big
story. The riverbanks were being destroyed. Entire villages were being lost to erosion and crops
were destroyed by flooding. Farming is changing in the Delta... machinery replacing buffalos,
pesticides used instead of traditional non-chemical methods and mono-crop plantations instead
of growing a diversity of food.”

Soe Ya said the Delta region was a massive source of labour migrating to neighbouring
countries like Thailand.

“During covid restrictions many of these workers were forced to return, this was a big story for
us, as many families in the region relied on migrant worker’s wages.”
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Phyo nods in agreement and adds.

“We had built an extensive network of sources. The issues we reported were critical to our
community. Since the military coup and crackdown on journalists, we can’t cover the stories
that are now important to our country.”

Silencing Dissent

On day two of its coup d’etat, the commander-in-chief of the military, General Min Aung Hlaing,
formed and installed a puppet governing body called the State Administration Council. With
Min Aung Hlaing as its leader and eight of the initial 11 members high-ranking serving military
officers, it began targeting independent media and opponents of the coup — health workers,
railway and transport workers, students, civil servants, factory workers and journalists.

In response to the military coup, nationwide protests intensified and increased as civilians took
to the streets in their tens of thousands. Images of the military’s violent response to the
peaceful

demonstrations, captured by journalists and protesters, were tweeted, posted on social media,
and shown on international television networks.

By February 28, the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma), had documented at
least 30 people had been killed by the military and another 1,132 arrested protesting the coup.

Zay Yar Myint, a journalist reporting for the independent media outlet, Myaelatt Athan,
explained to the IF) how the protests began to turn sinister on 9 February, when soldiers and
police started to fire ‘live "‘ammunition at civilians, including stun grenades and rubber bullets.
Images taken of army snipers positioned on pylons, rooftops and other vantage points added a
disturbing explanation why many of the dead protesters had head wounds.

Zay Yar Myint said he attended a student-organised protest on 28 February at Pyay University
to ‘live stream ’a report.

“l was close to the speakers and the police. | was wearing my safety helmet and vest. The black
helmet had, in large white letters, ‘PRESS “clearly marked on it. Sound grenades were fired to
scare everyone. | was live streaming on Facebook.”

Now in exile and speaking to the IFJ at a location on the Myanmar border, Zay Yar Myint
described how the protest turned deadly.

“The police were about five metres from where | was reporting. | was close to the armed police,
| stopped my ‘live 'broadcast to take photos... | then felt a smack in the side of my face and
neck. | was hit with rubber bullets.”

Zay Yar Myint is above average height and, with his press helmet, stood out from the crowd. If
his ‘live ‘streaming was monitored by the military, it adds motive to why he was targeted.
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Zay Yar Myint opens his phone to show the IFJ photos of photographs of his bloodied face and
another of the grape-size rubber bullets that put him in hospital. Rubber bullets, or kinetic
impact projectiles, regarded as less lethal than other bullets, can cause serious permanent
damage if people are hit in the neck (airways) or eyes. The civilian protester standing next to
Zay Yar Myint was hit in the eye but avoided arrest as police closed in.

Zay Yar Myint said his girlfriend, who worked at the hospital where he went for treatment, was
shocked by his injuries.

“When she saw me, she cried. She was worried. We knew the military were searching for me. |
dare not go home. | left and hid in the jungle.”

Zay Yar Myint, like many journalists, was now on the run. A pro-army site, Real News operating
from the Telegram app, published his and his girlfriend’s photographs.

“They took our photos from Facebook. They also published my family and my in-laws'
addresses. They called me a liar, said | made ‘fake news ‘and said | was not a real journalist.”

Zay Yar Myint said as many as 30 soldiers and police went to his family's home to arrest them.

“My father-in-law was arrested and charged under 505(A) for sharing news articles. The military
actively hunted my family. | worry about my friends and relatives, but reporting is what |
do...people need to know what’s happening in our country... we need to continue to report the
ongoing injustices.”

Breaking Laws

Just two weeks into the coup on 14 February 2021, the military-appointed State Administration
Council, in a deliberate deceit, amended the country’s Penal Code and Criminal Procedure Code
to give legality to its killing, arresting, jailing and torturing people opposed to its rule.

With the amended laws in place the military waged a campaign of terror against most of the
country’s civilian population — members of the Civil Disobedience Movement, artists, poets,
actors, politicians, health workers, journalists, student leaders, civil servants, workers, truck
drivers and railway staff.

The military ‘criminalised ‘what are accepted international standards of freedoms - speech,
expression, assembly and association - to suit its warped agenda.

The Centre for Law and Democracy posted on its website that the “military is now using section
505(A) [amended Penal Code] essentially as its default for bringing criminal charges against a
wide range of persons deemed to pose a challenge to their authority.”

Anyone with a phone could be detained and held indefinitely at an interrogation centre if they
had shared a photo, article, cartoon, poem, song or had visited an internet site deemed as
critical of the military.

Page 25 of 72



The Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP) reports that as of August 8, 2022, the
military killed 2,167 people, arrested another 15,064, 1,355 are serving sentences, 119 people
have been sentenced to death and four executed since the military’s coup on 1 February, 2021.

The IF)’s affiliate, the Myanmar Journalists Network, documented in the 18 months since the
coup, 159 journalists were arrested, three killed - 59 are still in jail, 47 men and 12 women.
Among those killed was Sai Win Aung, better known as A Sai K, the poet and editor of Federal
News Journal and close friend of Delta News Agency, editors, Phyo and Soe Ya.

Journalists on the run

Like many people escaping military persecution and threats of arrest, the three friends had
made the move to areas under the protection of an ethnic armed organisation — the Karen
National Union (KNU).

A Sai K, Phyo and Soe Ya were three of the many thousands who took refuge at Lay Kay Kaw, a
new town set up in 2014 and heralded as a symbol of peace, after a ceasefire agreement was
reached in January 2012 between the KNU and the Myanmar military.

Angered by the KNU’s acceptance, protection and defence of displaced Karen villagers, city-
based anti-coup protesters, politicians, journalists and students the Junta retaliated by turning
the region into a battle ground.

In an interview with IFJ, the KNU’s head of foreign affairs, Padoh Saw Taw Nee, explained the
difficulties of looking after the growing number of people fleeing military violence in Myanmar.

“There are now many new arrivals to our area — representing all walks of life — doctors, strike
leaders, students, activists, police and army and journalists. They left because they fear for their
lives. It was difficult for them getting to the border. There are many Burma Army checkpoints to
get through.”

The UN agency responsible for refugees, UNHCR, reported that since the 1 February 2021 coup,
897,000 people have been displaced bringing the total to 1,244,000 now internally displaced
within Myanmar.

Padoh Taw Nee said attacks on Karen villagers has been a long-term strategy of the Myanmar
Army to displace civilians, but the use of drones, helicopters and fighter jets has added a new
level of brutality.

“It's terrifying for villagers...there’s no bunkers...there’s no protection. The Junta is killing their
own people.”

Despite the air strikes and artillery bombardments, Padoh Taw Nee said the Karen National
Union will continue to offer assistance, despite being low on resources.
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“This is an international humanitarian crisis caused by the Junta’s coup. We'll continue to feed,
shelter and look after these people targeted by the Junta, as best we can.”

Padoh Taw Nee, explained the Junta’s strategy against civilians in ethnic areas is to first use
ground troops to bomb villages to displace the people. Then, when KNU defends its villagers,
drones and or spy planes are used to locate the displaced villagers hiding sites and then come
the airstrikes.

“From our experience in our [KNU] Brigade 5, when there’s fighting between our soldiers and
the Burma Army, the military junta retaliates with airstrikes targeting civilians. These people are
not military targets. It forces tens of thousands of our people to be displaced in jungles and at
risk when crossing the border to safety.”

The aerial onslaught against the Karen villagers in the Lay Kay Kaw and surrounding areas began
again on 23 December. While jets bombed the area, the Myanmar Army attacked, firing more
than 50 heavy artillery shells.

On 23 December, Delta News Agency journalists, Phyo and Soe Ya made the decision, for safety
reasons, to split up. Phyo went to a Thai border town with other women worried for their
security. Soe Ya stayed behind in the Lay Kay Kaw area with his friend, A Sai K, to work on
stories of the fighting and displacement.

Christmas Day 2021, arrived with heavy artillery barrages fired by the Myanmar Army into Lay
Kay Kaw and surrounding villages. Soe Ya, along with his good friend A Sai K, were sheltering at
Htee Mae Wah Khee village school. The Burma Army attacked Mae Taw Talay, Hpalu Gyi, Htee
Mae Wah Khee and Yathit Gu villages with its artillery — using 60-mm, 81-mm, and 120-mm
with deadly results.

Soe Ya told the IF) when “the big, heavy weapons began to shell the village, we decided to run
to the nearest village, Hpalu.” On the way, A Sai K was killed by shrapnel and Soe Ya received
injuries to his face.

The killing of A Sai K was condemned in a statement released at the time by UNESCO director-
general, Audrey Azoulay. “Media workers like Sai Win Aung (aka A Sai K) risk their lives to keep
the public informed. Their work deserves to be recognized and their safety protected in line
with international humanitarian law, which forbids attacks on civilians.”

Despite leaving the Lay Kay Kaw conflict zone, after surviving air and ground bombardments to
try to find a safer refuge on the Thai Burma border, Phyo and Soe Ya were to experience further
heartbreak.

In June 2022, Phyo had a miscarriage, she believes was caused by the stress of living on the
frontline of a war zone, the death of their friend, A Sai K, avoiding arrest under section 505(A),
being displaced, and living underground and undocumented in Thailand.
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“Every day we had to worry about our security. There was no ‘normal ’in our lives. We couldn’t
even go to the shops. The pressure was huge.”

Phyo realised she was in trouble when she experienced excruciating abdominal pain and
bleeding.

“I knew | needed treatment but was afraid to go hospital without papers and it was during
covid restrictions. The hospital refused to treat me without a [covid] test, they told me to get
tested and come back tomorrow with the results if negative.”

Desperate and in pain Phyo tried another clinic.

“I’'m screaming...in agony...bleeding and they thought I'd self-aborted. | tried to explain, but the
pain and not being able to speak the language made it difficult.”

Phyo said it was at this point that she thought she would die and realised making decisions
about the future was impossible.

“I knew | had to just concentrate and taking care of my health was now my priority.”

Eventually Phyo received the treatment she needed to get her back to health and to work and
looking for funding to keep Delta News Agency functioning. Phyo explains DNA have 11 staff —
reporters, video makers, editors, and administrators — who need to keep working.

“It’s hard to make decisions about the future...we’ve applied for legal documents. But we have
to keep working...keep reporting...it’s what we do.”

Zay Yar Myint, Phyo and Soe Ya, like most of the Myanmar journalists interviewed by the IFJ,
acknowledged many important stories are now not getting the extensive scrutiny and coverage
citizens expect from an independent and free press.

Journalists spoken to for this article listed the dire state of the economy, the crash of the local
currency, cost of living, disruption to the education system, the failing healthcare sector, the
covid situation, the selling of the country’s infrastructure to military cronies, lack of access to
telecommunications, jailing of political prisoners and the destruction and future division caused
by an ongoing nationwide civil war.

Zay Yar Myint, like Phyo and Soe Ya, decided to stay in the region, rather than apply for
resettlement to a third country. Zay Yar Myint explains why.

“At my age we never experienced this...we never expected this violent response... what the
military has done is unthinkable. The whole country now hates them — they have been exposed
by their brutality towards the people. The fight for democracy is important. I've rejected an
opportunity to go to another country. My qualifications are my writing...I'll keep using it to
keep the revolution in our country strong... we can’t stop now... we have to keep struggling to
win back our stolen freedoms.”
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Phil Thornton is a journalist and senior adviser to the International Federation of Journalists in
South East Asia.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-silencing-dissent

Myanmar Junta Border Forces Visit Bangladesh to Boost Ties
By MUKTADIR RASHID | 31 October 2022

DHAKA — Border forces from Bangladesh and Myanmar’s junta on Sunday pledged to improve
bilateral relations after shells landed in Bangladesh amid attacks on the Arakan Army (AA) in
Rakhine State.

“We are committed to helping each other in any necessity. We have also decided to work
together to keep the border communities on both sides peaceful,” Bangladeshi Border Guard
(BGB) Lieutenant Colonel Sheikh Khalid Muhammad Iftekhar told a press conference after the
five-hour meeting in Cox’s Bazar.

He said the meeting stressed the need to boost mutual confidence and trust between the
border forces of the two “friendly countries”.

Bangladesh protested against bullets, shells, landmines and helicopters crossing the Bangladesh
border.

Col Iftekhar, who led an eight-member Bangladeshi delegation, said the regime regretted the
incidents, especially the loss of life and damage to property.

“We have assured them that Bangladesh never allows its territory to be used by anyone for
illegal activities. They are satisfied with our assurance,” he added.

The regime has been battling the AA near the Bangladeshi border in northern Rakhine State.

The seven-member delegation from Myanmar led by Police Lieutenant Colonel Ye Yai Soe said it
would solve its “problems” in Rakhine State, according to the Bangladeshi delegation.

Col Iftekhar said the junta’s delegation was told that drug smuggling was causing problems in
Bangladesh and the visitors promised to address the issue.

The BGB’s Colonel Azizur Rouf thanked the visitors for responding to Bangladesh’s calls for a
meeting, which would build relations to a new height.

On September 16, a Rohingya teenager was killed and five people injured when a regime
mortar exploded at a Rohingya camp along the border.
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Last week, the regime’s special operations commander, Lieutenant General Phone Myat, visited
Bangladesh’s army chief General SM Shafiuddin Ahmed in Dhaka in an apparent attempt to
improve relations and boost regional security.

Bangladesh has filed diplomatic complaints since August about fighter jet and drone flights over
its territory and mortars and machine gun rounds landing across the border.

Bangladeshi newspaper Daily Star reported that Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen told
parliament on Sunday that he blamed the incidents on the conflict with the AA.

Bangladesh had remained patient as it wanted peaceful coexistence with Myanmar, Momen
said.

“The foreign ministry is trying to resolve the ongoing problem regarding Myanmar’s recent
behavior through diplomatic initiatives,” he told parliament

Retired Lieutenant General Md Mainul Islam, who commanded the BGB between 2009 and
2010, told The Irrawaddy that many rebel groups crossed the border in the past.

“Does Myanmar want to improve their relations with Bangladesh only when it faces trouble and
not because of the trouble which Bangladesh faces?” he said.

The retired general suggested that before building trust, Bangladeshi intelligence must have
information about the junta and Dhaka should learn from how India and Thailand maintain
their borders with Myanmar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-border-forces-visit-bangladesh-to-
boost-ties.html

Malaysia FM states ASEAN must engage with NUG. International Justice mechanisms must
hold Burma accountable for crimes

October 31, 2022 | FROM THE DVB NEWSROOM

represented by His Excellency Norman Mohamad, Deputy Secretary-General for

Bilateral Afairs of the Ministry. Malaysia’s Foreign Minister Saifuddin
In this Special Meeting, Malaysia reiterated its position that ASEAN needs to have a Abd u I I a h Stated th at AS EA N mu St

Framework, to facilitate the implementation of the Five-Point Consensus, with a clear
endgame for a Myanmar that is democratic, inclusive and just, peaceful and

harmonious, as well as prosperous where civil and political rights are guaranteed by engage wit h the Nation al Un |ty

the Constitution. A transition plan would be required for this Framework. Malaysia also

re-emphasised that, aside from the ASEAN Summits, no political representative from H H
Myanmar should be invited to any ASEAN Ministerial Meeting. G overnme nt ( N U G ) an d N at|0 na I U n Ity
Towards encouraging constructive dialogue among all parties concerned, Malaysia Consu |tati\/e Counci I ( NU CC) a nd ot he r

proposed for ASEAN to engage the National Unity Government (NUG), National Unity
Consultative Council (NUCC) and other stakeholders.

stakeholders. “To improve

To improve humanitarian efforts, Malaysia recommended ASEAN to consider the

Inclusive Humanitarian Donor Forum proposed by the NUG to support ASEAN's i i i

efforts on humanitarian assistance. In addition, Malaysia suggested for ASEAN to hu man Itarlan effo rts’ MalaySIa

review the current cooperation with the Myanmar Humanitarian Task Force to include .

cooperation with local, international and UN bodies, NGOs and CSOs. recommended ASEAN to consider the

Inclusive Humanitarian Donor Forum proposed by the NUG to support ASEAN’s efforts on
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humanitarian assistance.” ASEAN leaders will meet to discuss these recommendations in
Phnom Penh, Cambodia on Nov. 11.

International Justice mechanisms must hold Burma accountable

Kyaw Moe Tun, Burma’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations (UN), urged the
International Court of Justice (ICJ) and International Criminal Court (ICC) to bring justice to
Burma. He made these remarks at the 21st Plenary Meeting of the 77th Session of the UN
General Assembly on Oct. 27. He stated that the junta continues to commit war crimes and
crimes against humanity in Burma. The National Unity Government (NUG) welcomes the ICJ
case brought by The Gambia against Burma for the genocide committed by the Burma Army
against the Rohingya. Kyaw Moe Tun said that the NUG has informed the ICJ that it would
accept any ruling made by the court and, if in power, it would hold perpetrators accountable.

CRPH/NUG Support Group Australia Calls for Immediate Sanctions

The Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw/National Unity Government (CRPH/NUG)
Support Group Australia has urged the Australian government to enact sanctions against
Burma’s junta. CRPH/NUG Support Group Australia visited the Australian Parliament House and
met with 16 MPs and senators from all political parties. The group met with seven out of 16
senators and discussed the detention of Australian economist Sean Turnell in Burma, along with
the junta’s planned election, and economic sanctions. “It needs to be said clearly that the
Australia Labor Party has stood for the truth,” Dr. Hla Yin Chaw from the CRPH/NUG Support
Group Australia told DVB. Australia is scheduled to co-host the ADMM-plus conference on
military medicine in Brunei on Nov. 2. The junta is scheduled to attend.

News by Region

KAREN—The 17th Congress of the Karen National Union (KNU) that was planned to be held on
Oct. 24 has been postponed indefinitely due to escalating clashes and airstrikes. The congress is
typically held every four years and was originally scheduled to be held at the end of 2020 but
was repeatedly delayed due to the military coup and COVID-19. Read more here.

The Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) seized Kyaik Don Myoma police station in
Kyainseikgyi Township on Oct. 29. A shootout occurred and a police officer was killed, according
to the KNLA.

KACHIN—Two political prisoners, including one journalist, were released from Hpakant Prison
on Oct. 28, according to locals. In Hpakant Township, 44 anti-coup protesters have been
charged under Section 505 (A) of the Penal Code.

MANDALAY—The Burma Army tried to intimidate people participating in a “blackout strike”
from 8:30 to 8:40 p.m. on Oct. 28. “Before dark, security forces are everywhere. They put their
soldiers around the moat, Sein Pan and Myo Thit wards. They patrolled in the town with the
vehicles,” a resident told DVB. Residents of Yangon and other cities also joined the strike by
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turning off every light, staying in the dark, and praying for those killed during the junta’s
airstrike that killed 60 in Hpakant, Kachin State on Oct.23.

SAGAING—People living in Paraima village have been trapped for the last 24 hours as the
Burma Army conducted its offensive in Myaung Township on Oct. 28. “I don’t know exactly why
they attacked the village or if they were fighting with the People’s Defense Force (PDF). People
who could run were able to flee as the attack occurred at night time,” a villager said. The Burma
Army also set fire to houses. “They are fighting with the PDFs. Around 7 a.m. a jet fighter
attacked the village and after 15 minutes another jet opened fire. Later, they deployed soldiers
inside the village school. Some villagers were injured due to those attacks but no PDF members
were harmed,” Bo Tauk Tun, leader of Myaung PDF told DVB.

Three civilians were killed in an attack by an unidentified group on a garage located in
Monywa’s Nadawon ward on Oct. 29. “Three dead bodies with gunshot wounds were sent to
Monywa Hospital. | don’t know why and how,” a source told DVB. There have been six killed in
Monywa over the last 30 days, according to locals.

SHAN/WA—The United Wa State Army (UWSA) and the National Democratic Alliance Army
(NDAA) sent its condolences to those killed at A Nong Pa, in Hpakant Township, on Oct. 23. The
two Ethnic Armed Organizations (EAOs) are based in eastern Shan and Wa States. Both are
calling for ethnic reconciliation and a peaceful solution to Burma’s political crisis.

https://english.dvb.no/malaysia-fm-states-asean-must-engage-with-nug-international-justice-
mechanisms-must-hold-burma-accountable-for-crimes/

Thai, Myanmar police target precursor smugglers in bid to halt meth tide

PUBLISHED 31 OCTOBER 2022 | REF : THE NATION

to halt the tide of chemicals used to make
methamphetamine and amphetamine that flows
between the two countries.

Thai national police deputy chief Chinnapat Sarasin said
the two sides met in Yangon this week for talks amid
Thailand’s worsening drug situation.

Chinnapat said one tonne of sodium cyanide can be used to make 20 million tablets of
amphetamine.

"Over the past four years, many metric tonnes of sodium cyanide have been transported from
Thailand to Myanmar," he added.
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Fuelled by cheap and abundant supplies of precursor chemicals, the street price of
methamphetamine has plummeted to around 15 baht per pill, according to Thailand’s Office of
Narcotics Control Board. The chemicals are smuggled to Myanmar’s Golden Triangle, where
labs controlled by the rebel United Wa State Army churn out methamphetamine that floods
Southeast Asia.

According to the United Nations, 594 million meth tablets, 18,000kgs of crystal meth and 1,500
tonnes of precursor chemicals were seized in Mekong countries from last October to August
this year. The seizures failed to dent the low street price, indicating they were just a tiny
fraction of the supply.

Chinnapat, who doubles as director of the Police Narcotics Control Management Centre, said
Thailand and Myanmar police have tightened monitoring on the use of all precursor chemicals.

Myanmar authorities are screening imports of the chemicals in a bid to weed out smuggling, he
added.

"Thailand and Myanmar will exchange information to ensure that precursor chemicals are not
misused," he said.

Chinnapat added that Myanmar police expressed willingness to arrest drug suspects that flee
over the border from Thailand.

He said the suspects usually hide among ethnic groups living along the border.

"Suspects who commit crimes in both countries will be punished under Myanmar laws before
they are sent back to Thailand," he said.

The cooperation with Myanmar authorities comes after Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha
ordered a drugs crackdown following a mass shooting by a reported drug addict and former
policeman earlier this month. Panya Khamrab killed 38 people, mainly young children, on
October 6 just hours after appearing in court on a drugs charge.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/thai-myanmar-police-target-precursor-smugglers-in-bid-to-
halt-meth-tide
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Myanmar Regime Airstrikes in October

KACHIN (4)
*Hpakant - 1
*Momauk - 3

SAGAING (18)
*Banmauk -7
*Indaw -4
*Wetlet -2
*Salingyi -1
*Yinmabin -1
*Pale -2
*Myaung -1 KAREN (2)

*Kawkareik -1
*Dooplaya District - 1
MAGWE (i) P

*Myaing - 1

RAKHINE (3)
*Kyauktaw -1
*Maungdaw -1
*Rathedaung -1

& TRRAWADDY

AING BURMA AND SOUTHEAST ASIA
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