PEACE Info (October 28, 2022)

Child survivors of Letyetkone massacre forced to read scripted ‘testimonies’
Myanmar troops raid militia and administrative offices in Sagaing, leaving 11 dead
Disabled Civilian Killed in Myanmar Junta Airstrike

Military launches airstrikes in effort to extract troops

Magwe Villagers Tortured to Death During Myanmar Junta Occupation

Losing the Ground Battle, Myanmar Junta Takes to the Skies

A Nang Pa airstrike fatalities expected to rise as Myanmar military blocks victims’ access to
medical care

Residents of bombed Myanmar village told not to help, hold services for victims
After setbacks on the ground, Myanmar junta holds power by ruling the skies
Myanmar’s Vengeful Regime Takes Aim at Kachin Insurgents

HPAKANT AERIAL BOMBARDMENT: A wake up call for fence-sitters?

Three Villagers Injured By Regime Shelling In Mongpaw

Over Two Dozen Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Two Days of Resistance Attacks
Myanmar Regime Rebuffs ASEAN Pressure to Implement Peace Plan

0cd[B).$05 [3p5093265)| 66q:328 Qs B25E:96[B:6§705 2260008: 00 GenEsaoy,
6[erE[B),$05 0dggp Groe[mNE:modec5da 32q50omm: Glgpadd: sabepe
6[pE[B],$0503 0808m crocmPgEodacdioda[onE:ads gpoomisagp:aa[n: 8o58es
060:03E:32098: 03053¢P:agE 066mmESIABM BFnde0080epiar:
06:03E4[B),$05 3265)|06qE9|:5C 00§:p|: Go0aDEY G320S 080 9§ ©8dq

22$$0] 9390 6§70 GO0 eP:03 UWSA coc3coeend(mpdes

JL
[ [

[o] o (o] o o o C‘o (‘o c o¢ (N (‘00(‘ o 66~ ~ o Qo _C C‘a
L ° 4 o T
ogomep:a3 [36:3)6:6qe5p5:00848¢ BEagude[sqC:§Caq: “o” 38 gp: 0B3doR$:
S SN O CQ G- e o _ <. ol S QS 9N Q
@280 S030005905Dq930RD 06:5pd:E[0MNC:s ‘07 $C ‘©Cs000:32§.03 B[P
G§2HOMR[sOcep)n6[E6s cog[pdes
20§ 60028003320t 0660NESEN Goa[ERDFADEA3 32E3§:4pz g5
o ~ o~ (o} ¢ (]
Semee[03nE cooadidongpisacgad 0dispdielonCis S [§$en[cpdeacezacsad
¢co _¢ oC o ¢
209§ 805¢|056[0mEs 0ComnEe[areqsosidie[en
KIO Q 6503969320305 0600603 9|053|C:3266E008 Me0d[3|6a:607EBM 32q0mH323 6
ocgl.; gS°%3 2 {OOR|C: QORG 7 YA 2 329 SO
PRy
Oo (o O N (‘c ¢ ° N 9 (o o 0(‘° [
8:6e05¢ B3MHQY[GE00§1 63008 P3| BQIDEG[G:036:64pE
o (o [ [ [ (o & (o [
Q:6EOMORC ooermcgooo§g KIA 0066 00C:006$
[} o o ~ oC ¢ ¢ Qo Q
6oe[mnE:a3BIDesE 03a53¢pealont (09)[M366[6r0d erne§ 0y RS0ad coddegeBEs

GopPodo3:[8l.$053 E)p_‘SoTELJ B2 coadsd[B:aBe§ sadepq) KNU/KNLA -PC 328,08 006¢Esg):61
G$336 0620594

KNU/KNLA (PC) 006¢E2¢)20083:616$336 oo%aoggséj@&éq

meeenSgpoat 3E:60lodmRe[sd[3:e 205 BGF o 3265000 0 8203 o&saBzogn:

6eEeomae[rd3E: s0Sfeieooas:zag] ogE RSO 0063, ofeepadesapurcom:
2Cq) ¢ 3GOOCO$EI[,03 Q. OCGEPMGHEPOPCO:

Page 1 of 67



0832209 3a¢]j2000: 0 B:d 63263250 HOER5 WD @EG[B: 066NEBDE ©v&2B:
aSa@EESWQ‘Sé 06O m moSo%cS:ul?@: eoooéoiqp:o% 00ep2g BADGG 32859
eRPadd 066gpE &) caonenyp 6540[0$q$ 06mmES c0bd dzm:eco:
(8§ (8§ C co (o8 (o C [ o [ (o

0DQDODPYE DOGMNCOODVE,0C FGLVM O HGIOVY NUG o?ooE)e?
0058060068, 002:69pE0D:ed saeogz@ogé‘)@eo%
88qS[dndscSon [d§er$Eeqiops [Bérgiaqpaudeniapal[3ge up [GpdscSosfdiq) S8
6 ooo%o‘imza})cf)eog$eog@> snaBudeslC:ea00860998 NUG d

o o Q ’ . oc¢ ¢ [o] v [ (o
9920652007233|05 () RI0503g 325|§0§30059|M[GE 832608 3207603 E g so0Rd
320;3{:9(%%809 oo%ecm880908|§$

(o] o o _¢ C O £ ° o o ¢ o (o [} o
[6§ 22648 85gRS8 3208800 B200:0300en:CpLd o0dG0:

[ cOs OO0OC [ [ [o N *] [ ° o o [o] ¢ [
©OGONCEE, c9§ooooo|§oocfeog ?QPS(UJGEI)C: 2032000032 e:e(q’)?:ogc?zooc@
3059)5[B:eumE: 20qBiege§id, UBP 0loB ooep:ol ¢|n5a36:
L L
LANDCRUISER 005960l §) s0ncona30dep: @oggsé 2005eaonEanaopd mibaeg o Jg) 238z

0O 0 oc¢ (& (o] ¢ o¢ [o]
00§3:§ DS 9p= Qcmesnce@@[@ooogc 238:0005:q8
(§ [ o (8 ¢ ~0 [ (o}
oo%emomogé ﬁzoooeao:cﬂ Gsapésa?:eqpogeao:qu N5 | 20§:38:0 A o

°

Page 2 of 67



Child survivors of Letyetkone massacre forced to read scripted ‘testimonies’

The children were filmed as they read out claims made by the military about its deadly attack
on a school in Sagaing’s Depayin Township last month

May Yu | Published on Oct 28, 2022

Children’s books covered by dust after an aerial
attack by regime forces on a school in the village of
Letyetkone on September 16 (Supplied)

Two children detained by Myanmar’s junta since their
school was attacked by the military last month were
forced to read out an official account of the incident

7 . before they were released on Sunday, according to
S the National Unity Government (NUG).

The two 15-year-old survivors of the deadly air raid on the village of Letyetkone in Sagaing
Region’s Depayin Township were made to offer their scripted “testimonies” on camera for
propaganda purposes, said NUG press officer Nay Phone Latt.

“Before they released the kids, they filmed them reading what was written on those papers,
forcing them to falsely testify about what happened,” he told Myanmar Now.

The pre-written statements, copies of which the NUG obtained as part of its investigation into
the incident, make no mention of the aerial assault, but claim that the village was occupied by
armed members of the NUG’s People’s Defence Force (PDF).

According to the regime’s version of events, soldiers sent to carry out “clearance operations” in
the area clashed with the PDF fighters, who had allegedly taken over the village’s monastery
and clinic.

After completing their mission, the junta troops attended to wounded civilians caught in the
crossfire, providing medical care and airlifting the most badly injured to hospital in helicopters,
the statement claimed.

According to witness testimony received by Myanmar Now soon after the September 16 attack,
regime forces in helicopters fired on the school indiscriminately, killing at least 13 civilians,
including seven children.

“Detaining children traumatised by witnessing such inhumane killings, and then forcing them to
falsely testify like this, only adds to their pain,” said Nay Phone Latt.

Soon after the incident, the military issued a statement claiming that the air raid targeted
“terrorists” who were extorting money from local civilians and using them as human shields.
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At a press conference held on September 20, the junta’s spokesperson, Gen. Zaw Min Tun,
repeated these claims and released recorded statements from two people, including a
teenaged girl, that were identical to those read by the two children who were released on
Sunday.

Copies of the written statements read by two Letyetkone
children released from junta custody on October 23 (Nay
Phone Latt)

A resident of Letyetkone who spoke to Myanmar Now
about the regime’s account said that it was “full of lies”.

“There were no PDF members in the village. We had set
up a school in the monastery with the permission of the
abbot, and we had no intention of fighting, nor did we have any weapons,” he said.

A total of 12 people were held in junta custody after the raid, of whom two have yet to be
released as they are still receiving treatment for their injuries, according to a source close to the
victims.

The source said that seven people—four children and three teachers—were released on
Sunday.

“The children are not fully healed yet. They still suffer from injuries sustained in the airstrike,
and they’re still in shock,” the source said.

A resident of Letyetkone said that the school remains closed and that many of the children who
studied there appear to have been deeply traumatised by the experience.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/child-survivors-of-letyetkone-massacre-forced-to-
read-scripted-testimonies

Myanmar troops raid militia and administrative offices in Sagaing, leaving 11 dead

The bodies were discovered as locals cleared out the burned buildings two days after the
attacks.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.10.28

Myanmar military troops launched a combined ground and air attack on offices of anti-junta
administrators and rebels in war-torn Sagaing region this week and 11 bodies have been
recovered from the scene, local sources told RFA on Friday.

There were contradictory accounts from the two sides on what happened in Tuesday's raid
on Hpa Lan Pin village in Pale township.
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Pale townships Hpa Lan Pin village in Sagaing region.
RFA

An official from the anti-junta People's Administration
Group said junta troops arrived by land and air,
attacking its office near Hpa Lan Pin. The 11 bodies
were found when locals were cleaning up the remains
of the office on Thursday after the military column left, according to the official from Pale
township, who did not want to be named for security reasons.

“We have been cleaning the area since yesterday and found 11 bodies in the burned office
buildings of the People’s Administration Group,” the official said.

“Children were found among the bodies ... | strongly believe [they] were shot dead by the
junta troops," he said, adding that the ages and names are still being verified.

According to the official, the 11 were pro-junta prisoners of the local People's Defense Force,
who had been freed by the junta forces but then ran into junta troops who, in the confusion,
shot them.

“When the junta column stormed the office, the detainees were released and put in a vehicle but
they were met by junta troops dropped from a military helicopter,” the official said.

“The junta troops fired repeatedly at the detainees ... People who were shot and injured, but
were still alive, were taken to the military’s Northwest Regional Command by helicopter."

According to a junta statement Wednesday, seven women, including the detained wife of an
army officer, four children and 15 men managed to escape when troops raided a PDF camp
near North Yama dam at Hpa Lan Pin. on Tuesday.

It said others were injured when the PDF blew up the offices up as they fled the junta troops.
The military said it rounded up the fleeing locals and gave them medical treatment.

The Pale township People's Administration Group said it was junta troops not the PDF that
burned down the office. It said the people who had been held in accordance with human
rights standards and rules issued by the shadow National Unity Government.

RFA contacted junta officials for the Sagaing region for further comment without success.

Sagaing is a center of Myanmar's civil conflict. An independent research group, the Institute
for Strategy and Policy, reported this month that some 1,512 civilians have died in Sagaing in
the 21 months since the military coup that toppled a civilian government.

According to an Oct. 1 report by the United Nation Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs, a total of 545,200 civilians have fled their homes in Sagaing due to
insecurity and fighting during the same period.
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This story has been updated with edits throughout.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/11-dead-in-sagaing-raid-10282022064608.html

Disabled Civilian Killed in Myanmar Junta Airstrike
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 28 October 2022

A disabled resident from Myaung Township in Sagaing Region has been killed in a Myanmar
junta helicopter attack amid a clash with resistance forces.

About 60 junta troops from an outpost in Kyauk Yit village in the township raided Payein Mar
village on Friday with mortars where the Myingyan District People’s Defense Force (PDF) was
based, according to resistance forces.

After about two hours of fighting, two helicopters dropped numerous reinforcements while two
other MI-35s fired on the village.

Myingyan PDF and the Civilian Defense Security Organization in Myaung fought junta troops
and helped villagers to escape.

“Those injured are no longer in a critical condition but three members of the Myingyan PDF
were seriously injured while junta forces suffered at least three injuries,” said a security
organization member.

“We are never afraid to fight them on the ground but the airstrikes make us fear for innocent
people,” she added.

Junta troops retreated to Kyauk Yit on Friday afternoon but around 5,000 people from seven
villages left their homes during the day, according to resistance forces.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/disabled-civilian-killed-in-myanmar-junta-
airstrike.html

Military launches airstrikes in effort to extract troops

Regime forces that carried out a raid on a resistance stronghold in Sagaing Region’s Pale
Township on Tuesday are now having trouble getting out of the area

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Oct 28, 2022

Myanmar’s military launched multiple airstrikes in the western part of Sagaing Region’s Pale
Township on Thursday, two days after carrying out a large-scale attack on a resistance-held
village in the same area.
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An MI-35 helicopter is seen flying in Shan State in August
2019 (Ye Aung Thu/AFP via Getty Images)

Locals told Myanmar Now that the latest assault, which
began at 9am and continued into the afternoon, was
centred on the villages of Nwe Inn and Aing Ma, both
located near the Hpalanpin Dam.

-

A e

“I lost count of the number of aircraft they used, as they
were flying in and out of the area all morning,” said one local resident who did not want to be
identified.

He added that helicopters were used both to carry out attacks and to transport troops.

On Tuesday, the military raided the village of Hpalanpin, where resistance forces were holding
26 prisoners, including junta soldiers and police and their families.

Around 80 troops were involved in that attack, which also targeted the neighbouring village of
Thae Pyin Kyel, according to Zaw Htet, the leader of the anti-regime Pale Township People’s
Administration Team.

The latest assault was likely carried out to enable junta forces involved in Tuesday’s offensive to
withdraw from the area, Zaw Htet told Myanmar Now on Thursday.

“We’ve had three clashes already today, and there are reports that a fighter jet is on its way. It
appears they are trying to help the troops that raided our office get out,” he said. “That’s why
we’re fighting them with all we’ve got right now.”

He added that the junta was also sending reinforcements into the area, because the aerial
attacks have so far been unsuccessful in extracting the soldiers already on the ground.

He explained that the local terrain made it difficult for the regime forces to escape.

“Pale Township has both hills and valleys, but the recent battles have been in hilly areas. That’s
why we’ve been able to block them from every direction as they try to leave the villages they’re
in now,” he said.

A member of a local defence team confirmed that the airstrikes on Thursday were aimed at
clearing a path for the soldiers to leave the area.

“The places they hit today were just a few miles from Hpalanpin, which means that they’re
trying to open a way for the column that raided Hpalanpin to get out by coming in this
direction,” he said.

According to the Pale Township People’s Administration Team, two resistance fighters were
injured in Thursday’s airstrikes.
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Hundreds of villagers were also displaced by the attacks, the group said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-launches-airstrikes-in-effort-to-extract-
troops

Magwe Villagers Tortured to Death During Myanmar Junta Occupation
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 28 October 2022

Myanmar’s junta has held more than 100 male villages in Natmauk Township, Magwe Region,
for over 10 days and three have been killed, according to resistance forces and residents.

“Troops have been in Hpa Taw Yay village for over three days and residents say three villagers
have been killed and they keep torturing and interrogating more than 100 others,” said Ma
Khayay Theint of the Nga Byay Ma Guerrilla Force, which is based in the township.

A Magwe People’s Defense Force spokesman said about 10 villagers had been transported to a
police station. Phat Taw Yay had about 300 households and 2,000 residents, most of whom
have now fled.

The occupation follows a resistance attack on a junta patrol and its Pyusawhti militia allies near
Ywar Mon village, which has a major junta arsenal, on October 16.

Resistance forces claim to have killed four junta troops and seized two guns.

The next day approximately 80 junta troops entered Phat Taw Yay and seized about 120 male
villagers and forced all females to leave for the day.

Troops also torched numerous Phat Taw Yay houses.

Natmauk is where independence hero General Aung San, father of jailed State Counselor Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi, was born.

Phat Taw Yay is 27km east of Natmauk town and Ywar Mon is 30km north.

“Three men were tortured to death and the torturing continues. The soldiers are asking if they
are connected to the resistance and for any information. They also want their two guns back,”
said a female Phat Taw Yay villager who is sheltering in a forest with her family.

She said the villagers were starving and troops were carrying away loot in trucks.

The three dead men were in their 40s and 50s and one died vomiting blood on Tuesday,
witnesses said.

“He was just a farmer and had no connections to the resistance and knew nothing about the
revolution,” said a relative, who is sheltering in a forest.
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Troops also raided adjacent Thaputpin village and detained about 80 villagers, including village
leaders, and tortured them during interrogation.

Around 50 Light Infantry Division 88 troops have occupied Myauk Mee Kone village, to the east
of Phat Taw Yay, since Tuesday.

Khayay Theint, who joined the resistance after refusing to work as a teacher under military rule,
said: “We lack the weapons to fight back but it is sad to see our people being tortured day by
day.”

She said more deaths were to be expected as the occupation continued.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/magwe-villagers-tortured-to-death-during-
myanmar-junta-occupation.html

Losing the Ground Battle, Myanmar Junta Takes to the Skies
By YUZANA | 28 October 2022

Myanmar’s junta forces have committed another war crime, deploying three fighter-jets to
bomb a crowd in the north, resulting in heavy casualties and nationwide mourning. Nearly 80
people were killed and many others seriously injured by the junta airstrike at a village near
Hpakant Township, Kachin State, where a music concert was being held to mark the Kachin
Independence Organization (KIO)’s 62nd anniversary.

Wreckage left after a deadly junta airstrike on a Kachin
concert in Hpakant last Sunday. (Photo: CJ)

Among those killed were prominent Kachin musicians and
officials of the KIO’s armed wing, the Kachin Independence
Army (KIA). The Kachin concert airstrike was the deadliest
attack perpetrated by the junta since last year’s coup. The
; : &0 slaughter took place five weeks after the junta’s Let Yat
kone village alrstr|ke in central Myanmar killed 13 civilians including seven children.

It also came four days after the regime’s deadly airborne raid on a village in Yinmabin
Township, Sagaing Region.

On October 19, two fighter-jets and four helicopters suddenly appeared over Yin Paung Taing
village. As the fighter jets fired on the village, the helicopters dropped soldiers at its perimeter.
Two civilians, a pregnant woman and her mother-in-law, were shot dead in the raid. Two days
later, junta troops deployed in Yin Paung Taing killed about a dozen People’s Defense Force
(PDF) members and a civilian resident.
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The junta’s airstrikes deliberately and indiscriminately targeting civilians were condemned as
war crimes and crimes against humanity by the United Nations, Myanmar’s shadow civilian
National Unity Government (NUG) and rights groups.

Junta’s aerial campaign

Since late March last year, the junta has been launching airstrikes across the country to crush
local resistance forces it designates as “terrorist” groups. The aerial bombing campaign is
concentrated on the resistance strongholds of Sagaing and Magway regions and Kayah, Karen
and Chin states.

The regime has used helicopters, jet-fighters and surveillance drones to indiscriminately attack
civilians in those areas, brazenly violating the Geneva Convention and international law. Both
prohibit aerial attacks that terrorize civilians, kill or injure non-combatants and destroy or
damage private property.

According to the parallel civilian government, the regime has carried out almost 240 airstrikes
targeting the civilian population across Myanmar, including in ethnic areas. The strikes have
killed over 200 civilians and destroyed houses and religious buildings.

More than a million people across the country have been forced to flee their homes because of
the junta’s aerial and arson campaigns.

Airstrikes spiking

Victims killed by the junta’s airstrike in Hpakant. / CJ

The frequency of junta airstrikes has grown sharply as the end of
the rainy season approaches. A total of 28 aerial attacks were
launched in five regions from Oct 1 to 28, leaving 111 dead and
injuring at least 126 civilians, according to data collected by The
Irrawaddy.

The now-daily airstrikes have almost doubled in number compared
with December 2021, when the junta launched a total of 15 aerial
attacks.

This month saw the regime conduct airstrikes in Sagaing and Magway as well as Karen, Rakhine
and Kachin states.

Sagaing Region was worst-hit, suffering 18 of the 28 junta airstrikes this month.

Junta aircraft have focused their fire this month on townships in upper Sagaing, on the border
with Kachin State. The regime bombed two hospitals in Bankmauk Township last week, killing
two civilians and injuring a dozen more — half of whom were children. Bankmauk has suffered
seven junta aerial attacks so far this month.
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Neighboring Indaw Township was the junta air
force’s second-biggest target, as the KIA and
Sffi"f“” K:T:“J:(‘} People’s Defense Forces clash with regime soldiers
: in the area.

Myanmar Regime Airstrikes in October

“Wetlet -2
*Salingyi -1
“Yinmabin -1
*Pale

“Mysung  —1

“Whenever the regime suffers heavy casualties in
clashes, fighter-jets drop bombs even on the
hospital and villages” said a spokesperson of
Bankmauk PDF.

MAGWE (1)
*Myaing - 1

RAKHINE (3)
Kyauktaw 1
*Maungdaw 1
*Rathedaung - 1

@ Thapanny
After Sagaing, Kachin State is the second-worst hit
with four airstrikes. The regime launched a massive three-day aerial bombardment of Momauk
Township amid local reports of fighting between junta troops and combined PDF and KIA
forces.

Reasons for the rise

The junta military has changed strategy and reduced its reliance on infantry, said Captain Zay
Thu Aung, a Myanmar Air Force pilot who defected soon after the February 2021 coup.

They use drones to gather information on the enemy and then deploy soldiers by helicopter to
raid target areas, he added.

“After their offensive plans were apparently frustrated, they have switched to deploying the air
force as their main strategy,” Zay Thu Aung told The Irrawaddy.

Daily clashes with ethnic armed forces and local resistance fighters across the country have
sapped the regime’s military strength, according to Black Peacock Guerrilla Force (BPGF). Junta
troops have also proved vulnerable to mine attacks by resistance forces. Therefore, the regime
is increasingly relying on aerial attacks, the Sagaing-based BPGF said.

Junta troops no longer use the area’s main road after suffering mine attacks at least twice a day
over recent months, a representative of the Myanmar Royal Dragon Army resistance group in
Sagaing told The Irrawaddy.

“They only use helicopters and a mobile system,” he said.

Air campaign set to escalate

Regime forces are dropped by helicopter during a drill. /
Military regime website

Ex-captain Zay Thu Aung expects more regime airstrikes in
the coming dry season as the skies clear for drone
reconnaissance missions. Junta missions will likely target
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base camps of local resistance forces with continual aerial bombardment, he said.

U Yee Mon, the defense minister of civilian National Unity Government, also predicts an
increase in aerial attacks on both civilian and military targets as the junta loses out to resistance
forces on the ground.

Meanwhile the regime is boosting its aerial firepower. The Myanmar Air Force has ordered
several FTC-2000G midrange fighter-jets from China. It also took delivery five months ago of
two new Russian SU-30SME jets, capable of carrying up to eight tons of bombs and thus far
more destructive than other planes in its fleet.

Russia has also delivered four Ka-28 anti-submarine helicopters to the junta’s air force. The
regime would deploy them as land-based attack craft, Zay Thu Aung told The Irrawaddy.

Hence, local resistance forces should be constantly alert to the danger of aerial attack and draw
up response plans, the defector warned.

“Helicopters often fail to hit their targets. The number of casualties will depend on the
awareness of resistance force members,” he said.

NUG Defence Minister U Yee Mon also warned People’s Defense Forces to remain on high alert
and fight with maximum intelligence against the junta. Airstrikes may be disruptive but they
would not decide the result of the war, he said.

Man-portable air-defense systems (Manpads) were just one of the defensive options, he said.
However, sourcing was difficult and it would take time to deploy them in sufficient numbers, he
added.

“That’s why we have to be smart and find innovative ways to combat the enemy’s aerial
campaign,” the minister said.

Meanwhile, many worry that failure to combat the airstrikes will result in a growing civilian
death toll over the coming months.

Rights groups including the Women’s League of Burma and Burma Campaign UK have urged the
international community to impose sanctions that cut the junta’s supply of aviation fuel to
reduce the civilian toll from airstrikes. They are also urging the world to cut direct and indirect
supplies, sales or transfers of all weapons and other equipment to the Myanmar military.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/losing-the-ground-battle-myanmar-junta-takes-to-
the-skies.html
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A Nang Pa airstrike fatalities expected to rise as Myanmar military blocks victims’ access to
medical care

At least 100 wounded people are trapped at the site of an aerial bombing by the junta, as
troops manning military checkpoints refuse to allow cars to enter or exit the area

Maung Shwe Wah / Nyein Swe | Published on Oct 28, 2022

A mass grave for the victims of the music festival bombing,
located in Baw Saw Dee village, Hpakant Township, Kachin
State, and published on October 25 and October 27
(Everyday Kachin)

Days after the junta’s bombing of a Kachin State music
festival that killed dozens of people and wounded at least
100 more, the Myanmar army continues to block roads
connecting the targeted area to the town of Hpakant as well as access to medical treatment for
the injured victims, according to local first responders.

On Sunday night, military jets—presumably Yak-130 models—dropped three bombs on a
concert, causing 62 casualties, according to the most recent count issued by the Kachin
Independence Organisation (KIO). The event, held at the A Nang Pa rest stop 20 miles north of
Hpakant, was held in commemoration of the KIO’s 62nd anniversary.

Several rescue workers spoke to Myanmar Now on the condition of anonymity on Wednesday,
citing concerns for their safety after the military threatened to issue criminal charges against
those attempting to access A Nang Pa. They explained that troops at junta checkpoints at the
Kan Hsee (Ginsi) and Aung Bar Lay military outposts—two and four miles, respectively, from A
Nang Pa—were searching motorcyclists and not letting cars pass in or out of the area.

“People will only be able to get to Hpakant or Myitkyina [the state capital] if they can pass
through the Kan Hsee checkpoint, which was overtaken by the junta forces last year,” a local
activist explained. “The military is still occupying that area and is not letting the victims pass,”
she said.

A volunteer with one of the Hpakant-based first response teams trying to send medical supplies
to the victims said that the military was blocking that, too.

“We don’t have enough medicine, and even if we did, we couldn’t send it to the victims as they
are not letting any vehicles through,” he said. “The number of fatalities will actually rise if this
continues. There are some victims who are bleeding out and some with injuries to the head,
stomach or thighs. It’s like they were injured the way soldiers are injured in battle.”

Citing accounts from other first responders working at A Nang Pa, a second rescue worker in
Hpakant said that the death toll among the injured was rising daily due to the lack of proper
treatment available.
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He said that the rescue groups have been negotiating with the military’s tactical commander in
Hpakant to allow injured victims pass the checkpoints so that they can be taken to the hospital.
The commander reportedly denied the request, citing a direct order from Naypyitaw.

“He just told us to try to understand that they are working according to orders issued from
Naypyitaw,” the rescue worker said.

“More fully-armed troops have been stationed in Kan Hsee. They said they will shoot anyone
who opposes the order as an enemy and that they won’t care whether it’s a woman or man or
child, or whether they are armed or unarmed.”

[ Map of A Nang Pa

A rescue worker currently in A Nang Pa said that around 30
people who had been injured in Sunday’s attack died over
the next three days due to a lack of medical attention.

“Most died due to excessive bleeding or an infection
caused by exposure to gunpowder. If someone is injured by
shrapnel or a bullet or in an explosion, the wounded body
part sometimes has to be removed. If we don’t do this, the
patients can develop infections, and it’s life threatening.”

KACHIN STATE

A second rescue worker also located in A Nang Pa said
casualties were still being documented, with many of the

20ues

victims unidentifiable.

“As of yesterday, we were still collecting body parts [from people dismembered by the blasts],”
she said on Thursday. “There were pieces of flesh or parts of hands or legs that had been blown
off, and into nearby trees.”

Kachin-based news outlets have reported that some of the bodies had been buried in a mass
grave in Baw Saw Dee village, south of A Nang Pa and on the western shore of the Uru River.

Some of the aftermath of airstrikes carried out by
Myanmar’s military during a festival marking the KIO’s
62nd anniversary on October 23 (Supplied)

A man whose 20-year-old brother is among the
wounded who are trapped near the blast site said that
he described having suffered multiple shrapnel injuries
to both legs and his arm in a brief phone call two days
after the bombing.

“My brother told me that they were being denied medical care and asked us to come as soon as
possible,” he said.
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Phone and internet services have been widely cut off to Hpakant Township by the military,
which also imposed curfews from 6pm until 6am in the town on Wednesday.

Junta authorities also reportedly warned local religious leaders not to hold large memorial
services for the deceased.

“They said that if a resident wants to hold a funeral, only a pastor and the people living in that
person’s home can attend. They are handling everything related to this incident very strictly,”
said the second rescue worker in Hpakant.

Junta-appointed administrators in Hpakant reportedly warned the religious leaders that any
health facilities or medics that treat the victims from A Nang Pa or communicate with the KIO or
other armed organisations will be charged with violating the Unlawful Associations Act.

“They were told that it was just a verbal warning, to be followed by an official order from
Naypyitaw. Before, we didn’t see junta administrators very often here, but we don’t know how
they have only appeared now,” said the second Hpakant-based rescue worker.

The military council has not responded to claims that they had been preventing the injured
from accessing medical care, but the day after the bombing denied that civilians had been killed
in the attack, describing the victims as members of the KIO and the “terrorist” anti-junta
People’s Defence Force.

In a statement published by military-controlled media on Tuesday, the regime insisted that its
target was a base operated by the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), the KIO’s armed wing.

“A Nang Pa is not a KIA military base but a small camp with many shops where travellers stop
for a rest. Even though the regime was aware of that, it launched the attack with the intention
of carrying out a mass killing,” the KIO said in its own statement on Tuesday.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/a-nang-pa-airstrike-fatalities-expected-to-rise-as-
myanmar-military-blocks-victims-access-to

Residents of bombed Myanmar village told not to help, hold services for victims

Sources said junta soldiers threatened violators with prison terms under the country’s Unlawful
Association Act.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.10.28

Myanmar junta soldiers are warning local residents and aid group workers against providing
medical treatment to people who were injured during a bombing of a concert in Hpakant
township, Kachin state, last weekend, or holding large prayer services for those who were
killed in the attack.
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The scene after Myanmar military aircraft
attacked a concert in Hpakant township, Kachin
state, where hundreds of people were celebrating
the 62nd anniversary of the founding of the
Kachin Independence Army/Kachin Independence
Organization, Oct. 24, 2022. Citizen journalist

- R : = “They aren’t allowing funeral services for the
victims who died,” a Hpakant resident sa|d “They said that they were going to arrest
anybody who gives medical treatment to the injured victims. They won’t even allow prayer
services. They have issued strong orders that only family members can be with the dead,
restricting other people from joining. Their orders are that vicious.”

Troops threatened to arrest survivors or anyone who helped treat the injured under the
country’s Unlawful Association Act, which carries a minimum two-year sentence, the
resident said.

RFA reached out to the junta’s local administration officials and officers at the area military
base but received no response.

About 300 civilians and soldiers from the Kachin Independence Army were gathered at the
event last Sunday night when junta planes attacked. The Kachin Independence Organization,
the political association representing ethnic Kachins in northern Myanmar, reported this
week that 63 people died in the attack.

An aid worker said the number killed had risen to 66 after three people later succumbed to
their injuries. RFA Burmese reported that junta soldiers blocked access to the site of the
attack, preventing the injured from being treated at a local hospital.

The junta has said the strike was in response to attacks against its forces in the region. The
KIA is one of several ethnic armies in Myanmar that, along with dozens of militias known as
People’s Defense Forces, are fighting the military junta, which deposed a democratically
elected government in February 2021.

Gruesome scene

Another Hpakant town resident who witnessed the bombing said that the number of
casualties is expected to rise. He described a gruesome scene of victims in and around the
concert stage where the audience had gathered to hear music in celebration of the KIA’s
62nd anniversary.

“Some people were blown away in pieces. Flesh and heads were blown away, to over 100
feet in distance,” the witness said. “Some people were blown apart too badly to identify who
they were.”
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“Those who escaped that night, like me, are still in shock. We can’t believe what happened.
Some even aren’t sure if they died or if their soul is alive — they are that traumatized by the
attack.”

The relief volunteer who told RFA that three additional victims died on Oct. 26 said they may
have lived had they been treated at a hospital.

“The dead were civilians,” the volunteer said. “Even in our village, we are not allowed to
have a big funeral service. We are not allowed to even assemble a tent for the funeral. We
can only have a brief funeral service for a female victim who died in our village today.”

The KIO said they were continuing to try to identify victims and that the death toll could
increase.

Translated by Myo Min Aung. Written in English by Jim Snyder.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/help-10282022152544 .html|

After setbacks on the ground, Myanmar junta holds power by ruling the skies
Analysts say the military’s jets and attack helicopters are helping it keep rebel forces at bay.
By Jim Snyder for RFA | 2022.10.28

Two Myanmar jet fighters fire missiles during a combined
exercise of the Myanmar army and air force near Magway,
Jan. 31, 2019. Credit: AFP

The bombing of a concert in Kachin state last weekend
that killed more than 60 people showed the brutal
advantage the Myanmar military retains in its struggling
campaign for control of the country: its air power.

Junta forces have faced a number of setbacks since ousting the democratically elected
government in a coup 20 months ago. Between 12,000 and 15,000 of its soldiers may have
been killed, according to a Stimson Center report. Thousands of troops are believed to have
defected. The country’s economy is in shambles, pushing poverty rates to a 10-year high.

But the military’s superior arsenal, which includes heavy artillery in addition to its jets and
attack helicopters, has made up for missteps on the ground and make it tough for rebel
forces, including People’s Defense Force militias aligned with the shadow National Unity
Government and anti-junta ethnic armies, to mount significant offensives of their own.

“The junta is reliant on its airpower and its artillery to offset the limitations of its infantry
forces, and it relies on bombardments and airstrikes to drive the PDFs and the EAO forces
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away from its main bases and cities,” says Lucas Myers, who has written about the conflict as
program coordinator for the Wilson Center’s Asia Program in Washington.

Rebel forces are “struggling to be able to take ground when faced with artillery and
airpower,” he added. “That's their main limitation on the battlefield.”

Kachin strike

The Oct. 23 strike in Kachin state in Myanmar’s far north killed at least 66 attendees of the
concert to celebrate the anniversary of the Kachin Independence Organization, according to
a KIO statement. The group is the political wing of one of Myanmar’s most powerful ethnic
insurgencies, which has been fighting for greater autonomy for the region for decades.

Most of the dead were KIO officers, but 17 civilians were also killed, according to the group,
which said the death toll could rise. At least 61 people were initially wounded in the attack,
which the State Administration Council (SAC), as the junta calls itself, said came in retaliation
for Kachin fighters and PDF militias attacking military forces in the area. A few of the
wounded later died as residents said roadblocks set up by military forces hampered aid
efforts.

Analysts said the strike is part of the military’s ruthless counterinsurgency strategy, which
has seen it target civilian supporters of anti-junta forces through a scorched earth campaign.
More than 36,000 homes have been burned down, at least 1 million people have been
displaced, and more than 2,000 civilians killed.

But airstrikes like the one in Kachin haven’t overpowered the junta’s many enemies, and
in some cases seem to have spurred on resistance, leaving an uncertain balance of power
between an expanding, though fractionalized, opposition and a more heavily armed
military.

Myanmar’s air arsenal

Myanmar’s air force has more than 100 combat-capable aircraft and is looking to acquire
more, according to Akhil Kadidal, an analyst at Janes, a defense intelligence firm based in the
United Kingdom.

Its fleet includes Mi-35 gunships, attack helicopters built by Russia that can ferry troops in
and out of combat, and small jets like Russian Yak-130s and Chinese-made K-8s and
Nanchang A-5Cs. The strike in Kachin state reportedly was carried out by Yak-130s, which are
typically used as training aircraft. About 70% of its air arsenal are planes, according to
Kadidal.

Myanmar received two, more capable Sukhoi SU-30SM fighters from Russia earlier this year,
with another four still to be delivered. The junta reported that the leader of the SAC, Senior
Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, visited the Irkustsk Aviation plant in Russia last month, itself an
indication of the value the junta places in its air power.
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In Myanmar’s past conflicts, the military has hedged its use of air power against rebel
groups, which have historically been arrayed in border regions, Kadidal said. Bombardments
risk sparking a mass exodus into neighboring countries — Thailand, China, Bangladesh and
India -- or striking civilians in those countries.

A Myanmar Air Force Mi-35 attack helicopter launches a
salvo of rockets during the 'Sin Phyu Shin' joint military
exercises near Pathein city in the Irrawaddy delta region,
Feb. 2, 2018. Credit: AFP

Pressure from all sides

But the SAC now relies on its air power as it fights on
several fronts at once. It has battled Rakhine, Chin,
Kachin, Shan, Karenni and Karen ethnic forces and dozens of pro-democracy militias
recruited from Myanmar’s ethnic Burman majority. Previously safe supply routes in the
country’s interior are now routinely attacked.

Airpower allows the regime to exert its offensive power over long distances, Kadidal
said. Military pilots flew 13 air combat operations in October, Kadidal said.

“The result has been the aerial bombardment of locations not under the control of the
regime's ground forces,” he said.

Zachary Abuza, a U.S. National War College professor who specializes in Southeast Asian
politics and security issues, said during an online presentation on Myanmar presented by the
Stimson Center think tank, that National Unity Government and affiliated ethnic groups
control about 50% of the country.

The SAC’s main air advantage comes from its attack helicopters, which can fire its weapons
at close range and transport troops in and out of fights, Abuza said.

While the Oct. 23 attack in Kachin state is thought to have resulted in the single-most
casualties from an air attack since the coup, helicopters have been the source of numerous
atrocities in the conflict.

Attack helicopters were part of a Sept. 16 strike on a village school in Sagaing that killed at
least seven students between 7 and 16 years of age. “Two helicopters hovered above and
attacked us from both sides. For an hour, there was nothing we could do,” one parent who
witnessed the attack told RFA Burmese, speaking on condition of anonymity for safety
reasons.

A January attack in Gahe village in Sagaing's Indaw township killed 5, including four siblings,
the youngest of whom was 5 years old, RFA Burmese reported.
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The following month a helicopter fired on a graduation ceremony for PDF recruits in Myinmu
township’s Pa Dat Taing village. Terrified residents who scattered during the strike
discovered 11 charred bodies upon their return.

Calls for help

In February, a report from the U.N. special rapporteur on Myanmar accused the military of
“bombing villages indiscriminately” and called for an arms embargo against the regime. It
noted the delivery of Russian-made unmanned aerial vehicles and Chinese-made K-8 attack
aircraft and transport planes that were delivered to the junta after the coup. According to
the U.N., more than 40 member states, mostly Western nations, currently have arms
embargoes against Myanmar.

The SAC’s air advantage has also led to calls for international assistance, through surface-to-
air missiles -- known as “manpads,” for man-portable, air defense systems -- and a no-fly
zone akin to NATO operations in the Balkans in the early 1990s.

But analysts say there is little appetite for either denying Myanmar’s military access to the
air or arming rebels on the ground. A no-fly zone would require support from regional
countries, all of which have hedged their bets in the conflict.

Myers of the Wilson Center said that China, which has been a junta ally, would likely object
to any arming of rebel forces by Western countries.

That leaves attacking air forces when they are stationary.

“The best way for an insurgent group to take out air assets is on the ground,” Abuza said at a
Stimson Center event.

The NUG has been “doxing” military pilots -- publishing their addresses — as part of an
assassination campaign. Abuza said the house of a pilot was recently bombed. Rebel forces
also need to attack junta supply routes, he said. The jet fuel the aircraft needs is transported
over land on trucks, not via pipelines.

A diminished capability?

The strength of Myanmar’s air force may also diminish on its own, Abuza told RFA in a
separate interview. Russia’s ability to provide spare parts for its helicopters, which break
down frequently, are likely to be hard to come by, given the sanctions against it and its own
equipment needs for the campaign in Ukraine.

Kadidal at Janes said the Myanmar military is “likely” to have acquired Kamov Ka-29 Helix
utility-attack helicopters. The junta hasn’t officially announced a purchase, but a Ka-29 was
photographed on Oct. 19 participating in combat operations in the Yinmarbin township in
the Sagaing, he said.
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Despite being outgunned, rebel groups remain optimistic about their chances, in part
because they’ve noticed signs the SAC’s advantage in weapons may be dissipating, according
to Michael Martin, an expert on Myanmar who for many years reported on the country for
the Congressional Research Service in Washington. He met opposition fighters from several
combatant groups on a trip this month to India and Thailand.

Soldiers from the Karen National Liberation Army in eastern Myanmar, the nation’s longest-
running insurgency, are increasingly finding 500-pound bombs that haven’t exploded on
impact.

“They’re duds,” said Martin, who is now an adjunct fellow at the Center for Strategic and
International Studies think tank in Washington. “And when examined, they find that they are
using a cheaper and less effective fuse.”

Other fighters told him junta jets sometimes just fly overhead without dropping any
munitions, which they take as a possible sign of supply issues, he said.

Even so, he said, they hope for better tools to strike back at the military’s air advantage.

“Each group fighting in each theater certainly would like to have better equipment, better
weaponry -- and particularly if they could deal with the aircraft that the SAC is sending out,
they think victory is feasible in a not-too-distant future.”

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/airpower-10282022131143.html

Myanmar’s Vengeful Regime Takes Aim at Kachin Insurgents

By AUNG ZAW | 28 October 2022

A celebration turned deadly as musicians, businessmen, the Kachin public and senior members
of the Kachin Independence Organization (KIO) gathered at ANang Pa village on Sunday night to
mark the 62nd anniversary of the KIO, the political wing of the Kachin

Independence Army (KIA).

Buildings destroyed during the air strike in ANang Pa
Village.

A concert where everyone was in a relaxed mood as Kachin
singer Aurali took the stage accompanied by music.

Then suddenly, jet fighters appeared and dropped a bomb
directly on the stage, blasting bodies apart and sending

: them flying through the air. But it did not stop there, as jet
fighters sprayed machine gun fire over the area.
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The deadly airstrike on a civilian area has been widely condemned as a war crime. The village is
located 3 km from Hpakant in an area controlled by KIA Brigade 9.

Yangon-based Western embassies condemned the attack, but the regime insisted it was a
military target. The junta said the air strike on the concert was in retaliation for attacks on its
military bases by resistance forces. It also denied civilians including musicians were killed in the
bombing and claimed ANang Pa was a KIA 9th Brigade military camp.

Those killed included Kachin officers and soldiers, musicians and jade-mining business
owners as well as other civilians. According to the KIO, some 10 Kachin military and business
VIPs sitting in front of the stage simply vanished in the attack.

KIA spokesperson Colonel Naw Bu told The Irrawaddy that the death toll rose to 75 as of
Thursday, with more in danger of succumbing to their injuries as regime troops block medical
treatment. An initial death toll list includes senior officials belonging to the 9th Brigade military
camp and People’s Defense Force groups (PDF).

A mass grave for those killed by the air strike on Oct
24,

Prior to the bombing, Kachin businessmen
reportedly paid a large bribe to the local Myanmar
military commander to get unofficial approval for
the concert. They took the money but the jet

fighters dropped their bombs anyway.

The decision to bomb the KIO celebration no doubt came from the regime’s top leaders, Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing and General Soe Win. It is widely believed that the pilot who led the
bombing was swiftly promoted. The attack may also boost the morale of the military.

Junta leaders would have celebrated the bombing, no doubt by opening pricey whisky bottles.
General Soe Win ordered similar air raids and missile attacks in Rakhine State before the coup,
believing such deadly attacks would scare people and insurgents. But the fear is the bombing
will only escalate the armed conflict and deepen the wounds.

Why the KIO/KIA?

KIA troops in Kachin State / The Irrawaddy

Founded on Oct. 25, 1960, the KIO is a powerful Kachin
political organization whose armed wing, the KIA, has been
fighting the Myanmar government and military for greater
state autonomy.

Despite an on again, off again ceasefire with past regimes, the
KIA has been engaging the military in combat for decades.
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In November 2014, the military shelled a combat training ground at the KIA base in Jawng
Rung killing 22 cadets and leaving many wounded. The attack occurred despite the fact that at
that time the KIA had entered “peace talks” with the Thein Sein government.

Since the coup last year, the KIA has been conducting military operations alongside anti-regime
forces in Kachin State. The KIO refused to join the junta’s peace talks this year, branding them
illegitimate. Among the ethnic armies, the KIA is one of the most powerful, best organized,
most centralized and most politically savvy. They are predominantly Christian and Kachin
priests are politically influential in the state. They have provided shelter to activists and NLD
politicians and many professionals who have evaded arrest.

The KIA also trains young people wanting to receive military instruction. They then send them
back to the central plains or urban cities to attack the regime. Many activists in Sagaing Region,
where strong resistance forces continue to clash with the military, received their training from
the KIA, which also provides small arms and ammunition to trainees before they return. While
providing arms training to newly arrived young activists the Kachin have also engaged in
fighting against regime troops since the coup. In May last year the KIA shot down one of the
junta’s helicopters during an air strike in Momauk Township.

The KIA works closely with the shadow National Unity Government, whose current acting
president is Kachin Duwa Lashi La, a Kachin politician and lawyer.

It is safe to say that the KIA has gained political support and admiration beyond the borders of
Kachin State, and this has no doubt infuriated the regime leaders.

But this is not all.

In the recent past, the Kachin also provided shelter and military training to a dozen staunch
Arakanese nationalists who went on to found the Arakan Army (AA) on Kachin soil. Today, the
AA is a powerful ethnic army operating in northern Rakhine State.

In his response to CNN on Wednesday, the junta spokesman justified the regime’s actions as
necessary military operations, saying the Kachin ethnic armed group trained and supplied
People’s Defense Forces (PDFs), which the regime has labeled as terrorists, with weapons and
ammunition in Sagaing in central Myanmar.

There is no doubt that the KIA is a thorn in the side of the military regime.

The regime wanted to take revenge against the Kachin and this bombing can be seen
as retribution. This is a warning to Kachin and other insurgents who have been resisting the
coup.

Who stands with the Kachin?

The Karen in the south came out to condemn the attack, calling it a war crime. Karen insurgents
belonging to the Karen National Union have also been active in supporting anti-coup resistance
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groups including several PDF forces in its territory. The regime regularly sends jet fighters to
Karen State to bomb villages, refugees and insurgents. But to date, the air strike in ANang Pa is
the deadliest ever.

Aside from the KNU, ethnic armed organizations (EAOs), including the Karenni National
Progressive Party (KNPP) and the well-known Three Brotherhood Alliance grouping the Ta’ang
National Liberation Army, the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army and the

AA, condemned the bombing.

Belatedly, the United Wa State Army (UWSA) and National Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA)
joined in to expressed condolences and shock over the attack.

However, some EAQOs, including the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS), which continues
to hold talks with junta chief Min Aung Hlaing, remained silent.

The bombing came days before the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) held
a special meeting of the group’s foreign ministers in Jakarta to discuss the stalled peace plan in
Myanmar.

“The foreign ministers expressed concern and disappointment over no significant progress on
the five-point consensus implementation,” Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi told a
news conference after the meeting.

“The violent acts need to stop immediately. And Indonesia had mentioned that this request
needs to be delivered to Tatmadaw [Myanmar’s military] immediately,” said Retno.

ASEAN foreign ministers and representatives agreed the bloc should be “even more
determined” to bring about a peaceful solution in Myanmar as soon as possible, the chair said
in a statement, noting that Myanmar’s situation remained “critical and fragile”.

Fragile?

Min Aung Hlaing, who has been barred from ASEAN
summits, has given a middle finger to the pathetic ASEAN.

Myanmar today is beginning to look like Syria, many
inside the country say. Killings, targeted assassinations,
bombings and armed clashes take place daily throughout

Myanmar.

The bombing in Kachin’s Hpakant will escalate the fight against the regime.

Moreover, this could also draw ethnic armed organizations closer together to fight a common
enemy. Will they?
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Several analysts have predicted that a dry season offensive will begin in the coming weeks. It
appears the vengeful regime decided to kick it off by dropping deadly bombs at the Kachin
concert.

The question is, who can bring Min Aung Hlaing and the regime to justice?

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/commentary/myanmars-vengeful-regime-takes-aim-at-
kachin-insurgents.html

HPAKANT AERIAL BOMBARDMENT: A wake up call for fence-sitters?
BySai Wansai | October 28, 2022

A tragic scenario unfolds as the junta’s military jets bombarded a public gathering to mark the
62nd Kachin Independence Organization (KIO) founding anniversary on October 23 at A Nang
Pa, located near the village of Ginsi, which is a sort of rest place for travelers with some street-
lined shops, in Hpakant Township.

On October 23, 8:30 pm, three jet fighters dropped bombs on the crowd killing at least 80 and
wounding about a hundred present at the concert.

According to the KIO Information Officer Col Naw Bu four high-ranking KIO officers from KIA’s
Brigade 9, which is active in Hpakant Township, were killed, reported Myanmar Now.

Among the 63 dead were two KIA officers, members of the Kachin business community, religious
leaders, prominent Kachin vocalist vocalist Aurali Lahpai, keyboard player Ko King, and a Myanmar-born
Chinese national named Kyar Kyo, residents said, according to the RFA recent report.

KIO Statement

The KIO central committee on October 25 issued a seven-point statement, an unofficial
translation by this writer, is as follows:

1. Inorder to free the people from national chauvinism and military dictatorship of
successive Myanmar governments oppression, KIO has been formed 62 years ago.

2. While the KIO 62nd founding anniversary together with the civilians welcoming
celebration was in progress on October 23rd at 8:30 pm dictator military council
attacked and bombed the gathering.

3. A Nang Pais not the KIA army camp. Even though the dictator military council has
known the place to be a temporary resting place for the travelers with rows of shops, it
attacked with the intention to kill a pack of people and many precious lives of the
civilians and KIO functionaries were lost, which grieved and frightened the public.

4. We urged this cruel and sickening act of the dictator military council be recorded as a
historical milestone.
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5. We are deeply sorry for the artists, economic entrepreneurs, and civilians, who
treasured the invitation to attend the 62nd KIO founding anniversary, had lost their lives
and got injured. We would especially like to state that we are equally sorrowful together
with the concerned remaining family members and relatives.

6. We like to thank individuals, organizations sending letters of condolences, and those
issuing statements to comfort the grieving and frightening concerned people because of
the dictator military council’s sickening attack causing mass loss of lives.

7. We declare that this misery will be channeled to heighten and strengthen the
revolutionary resistance against the dictator military council.

Damaged place. Photo: Mitkyina News Journal.
KIO Chairman Speech

On October 25, KIO Chairman General N’Ban La gave a speech on the occasion of the KIO 62nd
founding anniversary which includes the following points,
among others, according to the Kachinwaves news outlet.

¢ In the near future, KIO Central Committee will
be making a political move and in order to
implement it all KIO party members, KIO
officials and the public are urged to participate
energetically.

e As Panglong Agreement was nullified by the
1947 (Union of Burma) Constitution, the (non-Bamar) ethnic nationalities’ revolution
come into being. The military dictatorship system that wielded the country’s political
power in turn heightened the civil war flames, leading the country into poverty and
difficulties.

e Although the February 1, 2021 military coup has complicated the situation and
created hardship for the people, on the other hand an answer to nullify and destroy
the dictatorship has become evident. In this undertaking the KIO must participate in
every possible means, take up the duty and lead the struggle.

e The revolutionary undertakings past and present have to be seriously analyzed in
order to be able to implement the future work process more effectively.

e The KIO was able to overcome military and political hardships, including the
changing global atmosphere. The successive KIO leadership have never deviated
from the original political principles and led steadfastly, becoming the people’s
representative organization.

On the same October 25, Federal Journal reported that KIO Chairman in his 62nd KIO founding
anniversary speech said the majority of the Bamar people now understand that in waging their
Spring Revolution the military dictatorship and racial chauvinism have to be abolished.
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“The Bamar people are bearing whatever arms they could find and rebelling in their respective
areas to overcome the conflict and various hardships caused by the February 1, 2021 military
coup. The whole country is now experiencing the brutality of the military council, which
practiced military dictatorship and chauvinism for more than 70 years. In order to overcome
this situation, the majority of the Bamar are now historically rebelling. Thus it is the most
important time for the veteran revolutionary forces to lead and join together to find a way,” he
said.

Mass grave in Hpakant.
Ethnic Resistance Vowed to Fight in Unison

To date, Chin National Front, Karenni National Progressive
Party, Karen National Union, Arakan Army, Ta’ang National
Liberation Army, Myanmar National Democratic Alliance
Army have issued statements condemning the Hpakant
massacre aerial bombing and vowed to fight the military

junta together in unison.

Strangely enough, at this writing no condolences or statement has been issued by the majority
of the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement — Signatory — Ethnic Armed Organizations (NCA-S-EAQs)
and three non-signatory EAOs, which have taken up the State Administration Council Chairman
General Min Aung Hlaing’s peace talks initiative, already held twice.

They are the Restoration Council of Shan State/Shan State Army (RCSS/SSA), Arakan Liberation
Party (ALP), New Mon State Party (NMSP), Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA), the
KNU/KNLA Peace Council, Pa-Oh National Liberation Organization (PNLO) and the Lahu
Democratic Union (LDU), which are NCA-S-EAOs; and non-NCA-signatories made up of the
United Wa State Army (UWSA), National Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA-Mongla) and Shan
State Progressive Party (SSPP).

But reliable source told this writer that the Peace Process Steering Team (PPST) made up of
NCA-S-EAQOs is scheduled to meet and announce its stance on the Hpakant airstrikes issue.

The NCA-S-EAOs have never criticize the military junta, at least never harshly, and this time
around if ever there will be a statement, it will either be a mild one or reiteration of resolving
political problems through political means.

Outlook

As always the junta denied that no civilians were killed and that it was a military target to
punish the KIO for helping the People’s Defense Forces (PDF) and also ambushing the junta’s
military convoys and attacks on its bases. But U Aung Htoo, a prominent lawyer argued that it
wasn’t a military target according to the Geneva Convention criteria but a civilian-frequented
facility.
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The KIO calling for the reluctant ethnic resistance forces to join hand in uprooting the military
junta so that the aspirations of ethnic nationalities and establishment of a federal democratic
union for the whole country may be realized is worth contemplating, in the wake of Hpakant
brutal massacre.

Those who don’t want to fight may think that they might get something through bargaining
with the junta, upholding the dictum of “there is no permanent friends or enemies in politics”.

But parallel to this is a moral commitment that should also be taken into account and that is none other
than “to be on the right side of the history”, or siding with the people and their aspirations.

On top of all these, the junta has no legitimacy to rule, especially when it is viewing the people
as enemies and not hesitating a minute to commit massacre, as it has shown numerous times in
Sagaing, Mongywa regions, and recently in Hpakant Township, in order to intimidate and cow
the population to submission to its rule.

States exist for the sole purpose of fulfilling three fundamental tasks: 1) to protect the population of the
state; 2) to promote the economic, social and cultural welfare of that population; and 3) to represent
the interest of that population externally, that is, internationally.

Where a state, or its government, does not fulfill these functions over a period of time, but
instead represses or even kills the people it is supposed to protect; destroys their culture,
economically exploits them; or represents other interests other then those of the people, then
that state or government lacks legitimacy in respect of the whole population of the state or that
section of population which it oppresses.

(Source: The Question of Self-Determination : The Cases of East Timor, Tibet and Western
Sahara, Conference Report (UN, Geneva, 25 — 26 March 1996), UNPO Publication, page 43.)

In short, the stakeholders of Burma cannot bargain with the junta, as it is not entitled to give or
take anything. It is only bent on prolonging its hold on political power by all means.

Thus, the remaining ethnic revolutionary forces will do well to become an agent of change and
answer to the call of KIO Chairman to fight in unison for a better future, rather than hoping to
make a deal with the military junta.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25510

Three Villagers Injured By Regime Shelling In Mongpaw
By SHAN | October 28, 2022

Two women and a man suffered minor injuries from regime shelling after the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) attacked a Burma Army (BA) camp in Mongpaw (aka Mongbaw) area
in Muse Township, northern Shan State.
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The attack happened two days after the BA killed many civilians in a bomb attack on a concert
in Hpakant, Kachin State, marking the 62nd anniversary of the KIA’s political wing, Kachin

Independence Organisation.

Mongpaw village.

A male source, requesting anonymity,
said the BA shelled KIA positions from
their camp at 105-mile on 25 October.

“Two shells landed in Zay village, but only
one exploded and the shrapnel injured

the man and the two women.”

He said one of the women and the man had head injuries and the other woman suffered an
abdominal wound. They’re all being treated at a clinic in Mongpaw. The shell that didn’t
detonate landed in a house and the family who live there are afraid to remove it. They’re
currently sheltering in a bunker dug out by the villagers.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25522

Over Two Dozen Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Two Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 28 October 2022

A total of 26 Myanmar junta forces including a regime-appointed administration official were
killed and more than two dozen junta troops suffered injuries in the last two days as People’s
Defense Force groups (PDFs) conducted a number of attacks on regime targets across the
country.

Incidents were reported in Yangon, Mandalay, Bago, Sagaing and Magwe regions.

The Irrawaddy has collected the following reports of significant attacks by PDFs. Some regime
casualty figures could not be independently verified.

Five junta soldiers killed by PDF drone strikes in Mandalay

The Natogyi PDF group claimed to have killed five regime soldiers in Natogyi Towship,
Mandalay Region on Wednesday when it conducted drone strikes targeting regime forces
stationed at a school in Suu Phyu Kone Village in the township.

A PDF video shows a drone dropping rifle grenades on regime targets in the compound of the
school.

Three soldiers killed by PDF land mines in Mandalay
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PDF fighters of Zero Guerrilla Force during an operation. / Zero Guerrilla
Fore

Zero Guerrilla Force, which forms Battalion 7 of the Myingyan District
PDF, claimed to have killed three soldiers and injured two when it used
land mines to ambush regime forces collecting money from an illegal
lottery gambling business near Myay Taing Village in Ngazun Township,
Mandalay Region on Thursday afternoon.

Junta-appointed village administrator assassinated in Mandalay

Underground resistance group Generation Z Power (Mandalay) claimed that it and a township
PDF group assassinated U Khin Maung Soe, who was the regime-appointed administrator of
Tawtwin Village, in Patheingyi Township, Mandalay Region on Thursday morning.

The administrator was accused of extorting money and threatening residents in the village, the
PDF group said.

Four regime soldiers killed in urban attack in Sagaing

Four Myanmar military soldiers were killed in Myaung Township, Sagaing Region on Thursday
morning when resistance fighters of the Myaung Revolution Army (MRA) attacked regime
forces guarding the junta-controlled Myanmar Economic Bank in the town of Myaung.

An MRA official told the media that three soldiers were gunned down in front of the bank
building and another soldier near the PDF forces was killed while he was rushing towards the
attacking PDF troops, under the mistaken impression that they were his comrades.

The MRA’s video shows a disoriented junta soldier in civilian clothes and armed with a weapon,
unwittingly following the retreating PDF forces after the attack.

Three soldiers killed in PDF ambush in Sagaing

Three regime forces were killed in Shwebo Township, Sagaing Region on Wednesday evening
when combined local PDF groups used land mines to ambush five junta soldiers and Pyu Saw
Htee pro-regime militia members on two motorbikes in the township, said the PDF group
Lighting Storm, which was involved in the ambush.

The regime forces based at a school in Pan Hlaing Village were attacked while they were
traveling to nearby Konseik Village. During the ambush, two other junta forces on a motorbike
escaped from the PDF ambush.

Regime forces did not retrieve the bodies of the dead soldiers from the road till late at night.
During the night, the combined PDF groups used improvised mortar shells to continue to attack
regime forces arriving in the ambush area. All PDF fighters escaped from the area without any
casualties while regime forces responded with firearms.
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26 regime forces injured in Magwe

Resistance fighters of PDF-Gangaw (Southern) during an
operation. / PDF-Gangaw (Southern)

| Atotal of 26 regime troops were confirmed injured in Gangaw
Township, Magwe Region on Wednesday when resistance
fighters of three PDF battalions clashed with a military
detachment of 60 soldiers who left from the military’s Infantry
Battalion 50 in the township, claimed PDF-Gangaw (Southern),

which coordinated the attack.

No casualties were reported on the PDF side.

Six regime forces killed by PDF attacks in Bago

Resistance fighters of Paungde-PDF / PPDF

Six regime soldiers were reportedly killed at noon on Thursday
in Paungde Township, Bago Region when the Paungde PDF,
which forms Battalion 3601 of the Pyay District PDF, used land
mines to ambush a military detachment of 60 soldiers near a
village, according to the resistance group.

The military detachment was ambushed while it was raiding
the area and randomly firing heavy explosives.

Police station bombed in Yangon

The resistance group Myanmar’s Royal Dragon Army (Yangon) claimed to have thrown a
grenade into the police station in Bahan Township, Yangon on Thursday afternoon.

However, casualties were unknown. The group urged people to avoid regime forces due to
potential attacks.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/over-two-dozen-myanmar-junta-forces-killed-in-
two-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

Myanmar Regime Rebuffs ASEAN Pressure to Implement Peace Plan
By THE IRRAWADDY | 28 October 2022

Myanmar’s military regime said renewed pressure from the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) to implement a peace plan for the strife-torn country would “create more
negative implications.”
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The message came after ASEAN foreign ministers met in Jakarta on Thursday to discuss how to
ease the intensifying crisis in Myanmar, which has been ravaged by social and political chaos
since a military coup last year. The Jakarta meeting was held to prepare recommendations to
be submitted to ASEAN leaders at the summit of the 10-nation bloc in Phnom Penh next month.

ASEAN last year proposed a peace plan known as the Five-point Consensus, which requires the
junta to end violence and begin a dialogue with all sides of the conflict for the restoration of
democracy. The junta agreed to the plan but has failed to implement it.

Thursday’s meeting saw ASEAN reaffirm its commitment to the consensus. Myanmar, an ASEAN
member, was not invited to the gathering following its failure to honor the peace plan.

The junta’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said that as the meeting was held without Myanmar, it
would not be bound by its outcomes, but said it was cooperating as a responsible ASEAN
member to materialize the peace plan.

“Since implementing the five-point consensus is a process, injecting additional pressure by
setting a timeframe will create more negative implications than positive ones,” it warned.

ASEAN has been criticized for sticking to the consensus for more than a year without any
evidence it has been effective in resolving the crisis.

After agreeing to the plan, the junta has continued its campaign of arbitrary arrests,
extrajudicial killings of civilians, and airstrikes on anti-regime resistance forces in a vain attempt
to secure control over the country. Regime forces killed at least 75 people in an airstrike on
civilians at a concert in Kachin State on Sunday. So far, the regime has killed more than 1,300
people since the February 2021 coup.

Rights groups on Thursday condemned ASEAN for failing to act to stop the violence in
Myanmar.

Human Rights Watch expressed “huge disappointment” at the outcome of Thursday’s meeting,
saying ASEAN had remained committed to the stalled consensus.

“ASEAN needs to get tough by establishing clear, time-bound human rights benchmarks on
Myanmar that include the release of political prisoners, a cessation of attacks on civilians, and
steps towards dissolving the junta to allow for the establishment of civilian democratic rule,” it
said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/myanmar-regime-rebuffs-asean-
pressure-to-implement-peace-plan.html
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