PEACE Info (October 21, 2022)

Myanmar Revolutionaries Condemn Insein Prison Bombing

Myanmar prisons suspend delivery of mail, parcels to inmates ‘until further notice’

Myanmar Junta Troops Torch Six Sagaing Villages in One Day

Regime forces attacked with drones after decapitating teacher

Bloodied but Unbowed: Myanmar’s Wounded Resistance Fighters Vow to Uproot Junta

Artillery shell kills two children, injures one, near Chin capital

Heavy Fighting Between Myanmar Junta, Resistance Reported in Karen’s Kawkareik

Myanmar military bombs Karen State town from air as Karen resistance alliance strikes

junta targets

Resistance Besieges Karen Town; Myanmar Junta Counters With Airstrikes

Shelling kills 3 civilians during the battle for control of a Kayin state township

Nearly 20 Myanmar Regime Troops Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks

NUG Slams Election Body for Inviting Myanmar Junta to Summit

Bangladesh Credits Chinese Intervention With Stopping Myanmar Border Blasts

UN Urges Myanmar’s Neighbors to Stop Forced Returns
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Myanmar Revolutionaries Condemn Insein Prison Bombing

By THE IRRAWADDY 21 October 2022

Revolutionary forces have condemned the bombing of Insein Prison in Yangon, which left eight
people dead on Wednesday morning.

Those killed included three prison staff and five visiting relatives of political detainees. The blast
injured 18 others, including five staff and 13 civilians, according to the junta.

The Special Task Agency of Burma, a guerilla resistance group based in Yangon, claimed
responsibility for the bombing on Thursday. The group, however, blamed the subsequent
shooting of junta troops for the civilian deaths. It added that it has no ties with any political
organization.

The civilian National Unity Government (NUG) condemned the bombing and vowed to
prosecute anyone found responsible.

Revolutionary forces and political prisoners also slammed the bombing and demanded that
perpetrators be held accountable.

Ko Min Thway Thit
A former student leader of the All Burma Federation of Student Union

No group with a brain will target the parcel drop-off counter opened exclusively for political
prisoners. Yangon underground resistance fighters would never do this to harm political
prisoners’ relatives.

According to those who send parcels, the packages are thoroughly checked.
It cannot have been easy to get a bomb inside. No matter which group did it, it is an unhuman
and brainless act. They must be punished and be made to pay.
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Ko Nay Phone Latt
NUG information officer

| condemn this no matter who did it. Those who did it must take responsibility. This incident has
helped the regime gain advantages. The relatives of political prisoners died and the regime was
given a reason to ban deliveries. This means prisoners are completely cut off from the outside
world and we also don’t know what is happening.

Finally, the junta got an opportunity to discredit the revolution.

U Tun Kyi
Former political prisoner

Civilian casualties are totally unacceptable. No matter who did it, it is an act of terrorism. |
strongly condemn it. It is totally unacceptable.

Maung Saung Kaung
Leader of the Bamar People’s Liberation Army

It is important not to target public places. The shooting at the Golden Rock pagoda [in Mon
State] led the enemy to open fire indiscriminately once attacked. It undermines public trust in
the revolution.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-revolutionaries-condemn-insein-prison-
bombing.html

Myanmar prisons suspend delivery of mail, parcels to inmates ‘until further notice’

Family members of political prisoners are concerned about the risk of increased repression
and the wellbeing of their loved ones

Han Thit | Published on Oct 21, 2022

A prison staff member peers through the main entrance at
Shwebo Prison in May 2019 (EPA)

The junta has prohibited the delivery of packages and other
mail to inmates in its prisons nationwide after eight people
were killed in explosions and a subsequent shooting at
Yangon’s Insein Prison on Wednesday.

Myanmar Now spoke with individuals whose friends or
relatives are incarcerated in eight prisons in Ayeyarwady, Bago, Magway, Mandalay, and
Sagaing regions, as well as Mon State, all of whom confirmed that as of Wednesday evening,
they were no longer allowed to send supplies inside the sites.
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“[Prison personnel] said it had been suspended until further notice but that they didn’t know
the exact reason why—they just said that the superintendent told them to say so,” said a local
man who had visited Myingyan Prison in Mandalay on Wednesday.

He had been regularly sending letters and care packages to two friends detained by the military
on incitement charges.

A family member of a political prisoner facing terrorism charges in Pathein, Ayeyarwady Region,
said that junta troops in two military trucks had arrived at the site on Wednesday and put up a
notice announcing that prison visitation and the delivery of mail and supplies to the facility had
been halted as of 10am.

He noted that he had previously been allowed to bring packages to the individual on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays.

“This is now a situation where prisoners can’t contact the people outside even if they are being
oppressed inside, so we’re worried about something happening to them without us knowing,”
said a woman whose relative, a student union leader, remains imprisoned on five politically
motivated charges.

Entrance to Insein Prison in Yangon on February 12, 2022
(EPA)

Family members noted that lengthy security searches
made it difficult to send packages—which typically
contained food, due to the insufficient diet provided by
the prison—even prior to Wednesday’s restrictions, which
prohibit everything but cash.

Shops within the prisons typically sell food and commodities to inmates at inflated prices.

“They will have no choice but to buy food from the prison staff. The prices are always twice as
high as the price outside the prison, though,” said a local man who had been regularly sending
parcels to Myingyan Prison.

Since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic in early 2020, in-person family visits with prisoners
across the country were suspended. The ban remains in place at the time of reporting, widely
seen as a measure imposed by the military to cut off communications between Myanmar’s
thousands of political prisoners and the outside world. Those detained on politically motivated
charges have only been able to communicate with relatives through the lawyers representing
them.

Myanmar’s prisons are notorious sites where a range of human rights abuses are reported,
including abuse by staff, the denial of healthcare, overcrowding, and insufficient and unclean
food and water provisions.
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Prisoners are escorted through Insein Prison in an
archive photo (Myanmar Now)

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
has requested permission to visit prisons to observe
conditions, but the junta rejected the request,
according to a statement released by the
organisation in June.

Three prison administration staff and five civilians
were killed in the attack at Insein Prison on Wednesday morning, which started with the
explosion of two parcel bombs near the facility’s entrance and was followed by junta personnel
opening fire on the area from a watchtower. At least 13 people were also injured.

Among the civilians killed or wounded were parents of political prisoners who were delivering
parcels at the time of the attack.

Myanmar has more than 90 prisons and jails nationwide, and continues to detain a total of
12,700 people on politically motivated charges, according to the Assistance Association for
Political Prisoners.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-prisons-suspend-delivery-of-mail-parcels-
to-inmates-until-further-notice

Myanmar Junta Troops Torch Six Sagaing Villages in One Day
By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 October 2022

Junta troops torched six villages in Taze, Sagaing Region on Wednesday, according to locals.
Some 60 houses were razed in junta attacks that also forced residents from at least 16 villages
to flee.

“They started torching houses in Thabyay Yin Village. They also torched a rice mill and some
houses in Thit Yar Pin Village. We estimate that some 60 houses were torched in six villages,” a
People’s Defense Force (PDF) fighter from Ye-U told The Irrawaddy on Wednesday.

Some 120 junta troops from Light Infantry Battalion 368 and junta-affiliated Pyu Saw Htee
militias have been raiding western Taze since October 15.

“It had been months since junta troops last attacked villages in the west of Taze. They had only
been raiding villages in the north and east of the township. But they came to the west on
October 15 to carry out sort of area clearance operations,” said a PDF fighter from Taze.

Junta troops also killed a cow for food during Wednesday’s raid, according to Taze News.

Page 6 of 72


https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-prisons-suspend-delivery-of-mail-parcels-to-inmates-until-further-notice
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-prisons-suspend-delivery-of-mail-parcels-to-inmates-until-further-notice

The PDF fighter from Ye-U said: “Most of the houses torched had ties to PDF fighters. Junta
troops torched those houses after being directed by informants who are local residents.”

Villagers said they fled out of fear of being abducted, killed, or used as human shields — crimes
junta troops have routinely committed in raids on villages.

One displaced villager from Ywa Thit Village said: “Once they raid a nearby village, we must flee
because they can also enter our village. We are currently taking shelter at other villages and
monasteries. Host villagers and PDFs supply food for us. We will return to our village once junta
troops leave.”

One resident from Thabyay Yin said: “We are staying in the forest for now. Other villagers have
fled to their relatives and some into the forest. It is not okay for us to flee whenever they
come.”

Thabyay Yin Village seen after junta arson attacks on
October 19./CJ

Local resistance groups attacked a junta column on
Wednesday with mines, triggering a firefight that lasted for
over 30 minutes and reportedly left several regime soldiers
- dead. Resistance fighters also attacked a local police

| \ o5, station, resulting in more casualties.

One Taze PDF fighter said: “We clashed with them near Kan Kalay Kon village. Some eight junta
soldiers were killed in the fighting. We also raided Kan Htoo Ma police station. Three constables
were killed and the police station chief was also injured.”

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify junta casualties.

Junta troops also killed a 26-year-old man from Wa Ya Nge Village in Taze on Monday. Locals
said the victim was a civilian, not a PDF fighter.

Meanwhile a 72-year-old woman from Kayan Chan Village died of exhaustion while fleeing a
junta raid. Regime troops remained at Kan Htoo Ma Village on Thursday.

As of October 10, there were nearly 1.4 million internally displaced people across Myanmar,
most of whom (989,400) have been displaced since last year’s military coup. Sagaing Region has
been hardest hit with more than 500,000 people fleeing the fighting, according to a recent
report by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-troops-torch-six-sagaing-villages-in-
one-day.html
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Regime forces attacked with drones after decapitating teacher

The junta troops responsible for murdering the teacher and two others in Magway’s Pauk
Township on Monday also burned down an entire village late last week

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Oct 21, 2022

Saw Tun Moe, who was decapitated by junta troops on
October 17 (Supplied)

' Aresistance group says that it used drones to launch two
attacks on a junta column that decapitated a teacher and
killed two others in Magway Region’s Pauk Township earlier
. this week.

-\
In a statement released on Thursday, the Anonymous Special Task Force said that it dropped

three explosives on around 80 troops stationed on a hill near Hpayar Taung, a village located
about 15km southeast of the town of Pauk, the day before.

An officer of the group also claimed that a second attack was carried out against a junta base in
Yae Pyar, a village about 2km south of Hpayar Taung, later the same day.

“We weren’t sure how many casualties there were from the first attack, so we decided to go
after the base in Yae Pyar as well,” he told Myanmar Now.

The troops stationed near Hpayar Taung have reportedly been raiding villages in southern Pauk
Township since October 12. On Monday, they targeted the village of Kyar Pyit Kan, where they
abducted three men, including a teacher taking part in the Civil Disobedience Movement
(CDM).

Hpayar Taung, where junta troops were attacked on
October 19 after beheading CDM teacher Saw Moe Tun
(Pyae Phyo Aung)

According to locals, the teacher, 46-year-old Saw Moe
Tun, taught mathematics at a school run by the
National Unity Government (NUG) and was also on its
township education committee.

“They captured him and took him to Taung Myint, another village near here. That’s where they
killed him, right in front of the school. They cut three fingers off of his right hand and also
beheaded him. They hung his head at the entrance to the school,” said a local who did not want
to be named.

Another person living in the area confirmed this report, and said that the soldiers also set fire to
the school.
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A photo of the victim’s head hanging from a school door, with his headless body lying nearby on
the ground, has circulated widely on social media.

The other two men, who have yet to be identified, were also killed, local sources said.

According to local groups, around 8,000 civilians from some 13 villages have been displaced by
the recent junta raids in Pauk Township.

Last Thursday, a day after the attacks began, soldiers burned down the entire village of Thee
Chauk, the Anonymous Special Task Force officer told Myanmar Now.

The village, which is about 20km west of Hpayar Taung, where the junta troops were stationed,
had around 250 households, he said. Before setting fire to most of the houses there, the regime
forces shelled and ransacked the village, he added.

On Tuesday, the Basic Education General Strike Committee and Basic Education Workers Union-
Strike Committee released statements strongly condemning the military’s brutal killing of Saw
Moe Tun.

Both groups also noted that on the same day that Saw Moe Tun was murdered, Ye Thiha, a
middle school headmaster who was also taking part in the CDM, was fatally stabbed seven
times at his home in Ayeyarwady Region’s Zalun Township.

The groups called on the public, as well as the NUG, to protect teachers and others taking part
in the CDM.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/regime-forces-attacked-with-drones-after-
decapitating-teacher

Bloodied but Unbowed: Myanmar’s Wounded Resistance Fighters Vow to Uproot Junta
By KHIN NADI | 21 October 2022

Raven and the team were almost finished affixing the bombs to the drones in preparation for
an attack on junta forces in Myanmar’s southern jungle when the accident occurred. A
devastating series of explosions decimated the squad, leaving many dead or with life-altering
injuries in the worst such disaster to hit any of Myanmar’s armed resistance groups so far this
year.

Raven (Kyee Kan in Burmese) was just a short distance away when a shock was felt and then
nearly two dozen bombs exploded, just five minutes before the drones were due to take off.

The first blast was so loud it deafened him, leaving him unable to hear the subsequent
explosions. A huge orange ball of fire engulfed him and his young brother Hein Htet, another
member of the team, the blasts knocking them spread-eagled to the ground.
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Hein Htet was making a final check on a drone and was nearest the bombs when they exploded.
Raven tried to reach to his brother but immediately collapsed to the ground as one of his legs
was shredded, before losing consciousness.

When he came to, he learned that his brother had been killed on the spot and that his leg
would have to be amputated.

Six of the team members were killed and five injured in the explosions.
Frontline attack unit

The drone attack unit—which before the accident consisted of 13 members, mostly in their
20s—had always been on the front lines, bravely fighting against the powerful regime with their
drones in Karen State, where clashes are reported almost daily.

They used the aircraft to scout enemy positions, bomb and ambush junta bases and patrols,
destroy regime forces’ heavy weapons, and help resistance fighters find advantageous positions
and claim battlefield success against heavily armed junta soldiers.

Raven, a 29-year-old resistance fighter, said he had no regrets at all over the loss of his beloved
brother and one of his legs, as he had prepared himself for any eventuality when he took up
arms. In addition to having a leg amputated, he still has a piece of shrapnel in his head, and has
required abdominal surgery and treatment for a burned arm.

Raven while in service (left) and while hospitalized
after the explosions.

“We both knew that we could die any time, but made
up our minds to fight,” he said.

After the military seized power in a coup on Feb. 1,
2021, toppling the civilian government, thousands of young people from across the country
sought training from ethnic armed groups and took up arms to defeat the barbaric military
regime. They are now known collectively as the People’s Defense Force (PDF), the armed wing
of the parallel civilian National Unity Government (NUG).

The armed resistance is still going strong and can claim considerable success after more than a
year-and-a-half of combat, but the PDFs, fighting alongside allied ethnic groups in Myanmar’s
various states and regions, are paying a heavy price for it. According to data from the NUG’s
Ministry of Defense, at least 1,500 resistance fighters have died in the clashes, and more than a
thousand have been left with serious injuries they will carry for the rest of their lives.

Now, Raven and the other team members wounded in the accident are shelteringin a
safehouse, undergoing surgery and receiving treatment for their injuries.
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While their bodies are scarred and their movement has been affected by permanent injuries,
their determination to uproot the military dictatorship—the goal that their fallen comrades
couldn’t reach—remains vividly apparent, and is matched by the sacrifices and determination
of resilient resistance fighters nationwide who have willingly given up everything to fight for
their country and for democracy.

Revolutionary brothers

Until last year, brothers Raven and Hein Htet, 25, were professional videographers with
handsome incomes and promising careers.

Their interests were in videography, gadgets and production. And among those whom they
captured on video are Myanmar’s now detained elected leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, other
public figures, business elites and celebrities. Both also dutifully cast their ballots for Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD) in the 2020 general election, hoping for a
better future.

Brothers Hein Htet (left) and Raven are seen in Yangon
before the coup.

But their life story dramatically changed when the military
seized power, overthrew the democratically elected civilian
government and arrested State Counselor Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi and President U Win Myint.

. . The two left behind the career they loved and joined the
resistance. At first, they took part in street protests, demonstrating peacefully. But after the
military ignored the people’s voice—as it always has—and started cracking down on protesters
with deadly force, they were among those members of the defense teams who stood at the
front of the columns to defend their fellow protesters in Yangon with makeshift barricades,
smoke bombs and Molotov cocktails.

Later, the pair decided to take up arms as the junta’s killings of unarmed civilians and peaceful
protesters mounted day by day.

Raven has a wife and two young daughters, while Hein Htet lived with and closely cared for
their mother, who is sick with the last stages of liver cancer.

Vowing to topple the military dictatorship, the two left their homes in April 2021 and joined the
earliest batch of young people who underwent military training with the Karen National Union
in a jungle. After training, they became members of an urban guerrilla force in Yangon.

Raven recalled one occasion on which, as guerrilla fighters, they came close to being caught.
Both were prepared to attack the junta forces with all the explosives they had and blow
themselves up, rather than allow themselves to be arrested and killed. Only around 50 out of
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200 trained fighters from their batch remain now; the others have all been arrested or killed, or
gone missing.

Brothers Hein Htet (left) and Raven in a jungle camp.

In August 2021 the two, both tech savvy, returned to a jungle
camp with the idea of using their knowledge of civilian drone
technology in battle against the better-equipped junta troops.

Drones designed to support cameras are increasingly being
adapted by PDFs amid reports of successful attacks on junta
forces both inland and on water. But the testing and attaching
of high-explosive bombs to drones carries great risks.

Raven said that when it comes to manufacturing weapons as
well as adapting drones for warfare, while the military has

e 5% established safety protocols, as well as research and production
mfrastructure the PDFs have no such capacity, lacking experience, funds and materials.

“Many [resistance fighters] are injured or killed by their own weapons, as we have to make
them on our own,” he added.

Their mother was informed of her sons’ fate on the day of the accident. She responded by
expressing pride in the sacrifices made by her two brave sons for the revolution. Her single wish
for them was: “May the revolution succeed at the soonest.”

Raven created a remembrance video collecting memories of times shared with his fallen brother
Hein Htet.

Six months since the accident, the NUG has yet to issue a letter honoring the group’s fallen
heroes, including Hein Htet, although the team reported the accident and casualties, according
to members.

Meanwhile, unbowed, Raven continues the fight against the junta in whatever way he can.
‘Never give up your dreams’

Since he is still hospitalized, he has busied himself by doing work to help other drone teams,
such as arranging to distribute instructional materials for equipment, and helping them to find
funds.

He helps set up drones and solves technical problems for fighters on the ground in conflict
areas.

Working with Wild Boar, another team member who also lost a leg in the accident, he also
creates content including a food vlog and a line of food products under the name “Sar Bal Gyi”
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(“Mr. Glutton”) for Click to Donate, an online platform where anyone can click on links posted
by them and make donations in aid of the revolution.

Repurposing his videography skills, Raven now shoots and edits the vlog “Sar Bal Gyi” hosted by
Wild Boar in which the latter cooks, eats and talks with guests, posting the programs on the
platform.

Wild Boar preparing for lunch (left) and Raven in a
safehouse.

Raven said the aim of the program is to motivate
people suffering daily atrocities under the military
regime, showing that even those who have lost
limbs can continue to pursue their dreams,
remaining strong and supporting the revolution.

They also help to sell the Sar Bal Gyi line of food products to raise funds for armed resistance
groups. The proceeds are used to fund the program, cover the rehabilitation costs of wounded
fighters, and support resistance groups, he said.

Trying to support resistance fighters from behind the scenes doesn’t fully satisfy Raven,
however; he is eager to get back to the front when he is strong enough.

“l don’t want to bequeath this [military dictatorship] to my daughters; instead | want to leave
only good for them,” he added.

Resistance fighter-turned-food blogger

The 27-year-old Wild Boar—the nickname was given to him by his comrades—suffered severe
injuries to his leg, arm and face during the explosions on April 6, with his leg amputated at the
hip.

Wild Boar while in service (left) and seen after the
explosions.

He initially wanted to die, so bad was the pain of his
wounds. But after seeing a resistance fighter who lost
both legs and an arm, but who refused to dwell on his
losses and kept smiling, he decided he had to move

forward.

Eschewing crutches and hopping around on one leg inside the safehouse, which he shares with
other wounded resistance fighters, Wild Boar now energetically cooks and hosts eating shows
for the “Sar Bal Gyi” program, doing his part to support the frontline fighters.

Wild Boar talks about how he happened to start the ‘Sar Bal Gyi’ program.
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But unlike other food vloggers, sitting for long periods is hard for Wild Boar. He once suddenly
lost his balance and fell on the floor while filming an eating segment for the show.

He refuses to let the loss of a limb get him down, however.

“| take it as a badge of pride and whenever look at it [where his leg used to be], | want to
prevent people from facing the same fate as me and grow more determined that they [the
dictators] must be uprooted.”

Wild Boar hosting an eating segment for the ‘Sar Bal Gyi’
program.

‘Our blood is not pink, it’s red...”

Before the coup, freestyle rapper Tikyi, 21, was only
interested in rapping. American rapper J Cole is his idol.
And in the 2020 general election, he exercised his right as
a first-time voter, casting a ballot for Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s party.

When the military annulled the election results following the coup, Tikyi felt it was
unacceptable and joined the protests. In a crackdown on anti-coup protesters, he lost the
person who was closest to him in the world—his younger brother—at the hands of junta
soldiers.

His brother, 18, who had just finished high school, was gunned down and killed by junta troops
in Yangon in a brutal crackdown on an anti-coup protest shortly after the takeover.

They were warned by their parents of the danger of being shot, and even killed, before joining
the protest, but Tikyi remembers his brother telling him that, while he was aware of the risks,
“My brother, our blood is not pink, it’s red. We won’t give up.”

Tikyi’s brother was in the defense line at the front of the protest column chanting democracy
slogans when junta forces started firing on the protesters. A bullet pierced the makeshift shield
with which he was covering his body. He picked up his blood-soaked younger brother and
rushed him to an ambulance, but on the way to a hospital, the young man died.

Tikyi later underwent military training in Sagaing Region and became a guerrilla fighter
operating underground for several months in Yangon and carrying out successful missions
against junta targets. After several of his comrades were arrested, he returned to the jungle
camps.

“We don’t want the next generation to suffer like us. If we don’t win this time, they will have to
live through abuses and oppression for their whole lives,” Tikyi said, explaining his motivation
for joining the armed resistance.
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While on a mountainside undergoing training to become a commando, Tikyi fell and struck his
waist on a rock. But it was only the next morning, when a superior struck him in the same area
with a wooden rifle as punishment for having poor posture during drills, that he realized he was
seriously injured.

Now receiving treatment in a safe place, he shared his determination to go back once he
recovers to fight against the regime.

“l will continue to fight them,” he added. But Tikyi pointed out that in order for the revolution
to succeed, the NUG leadership needs to bring the many different resistance groups together.

“We have the people. We have spirit and belief. What we need is unity to overthrow them.”

In his free time the rapper-turned-freedom fighter still composes and raps about the revolution
and the feelings and emotions shared by himself and his comrades.

Food vendor-turned-determined fighter

“Only if those demons are eradicated, will we be free,” insisted Ko Aung Gyi, an ethnic Karen
from Ayeyarwady Region.

Before the coup, he sold crispy fried pork lard in Yangon, making a good living out of it.

“We enjoyed freedom and even received support from Amay Suu [Daw Aung San Suu Kyi]’s
government during the pandemic. But it was all destroyed by the coup,” he said.

“Those guys are really bad. Because of them, our people are in deep trouble,” he continued.

Angered by the coup, which overthrew the civilian government for which he voted so that it
could continue to rule for a second term in 2020, he took part in peaceful protests following the
military takeover, and later joined the armed struggle to uproot the military dictatorship.

“When we win, | want the [ousted] civilian government to return to power,” he said.
Raven and Wild Boar working for the ‘Sar Bal Gyi’ program.

On April 4 this year, he was hit in the head by shrapnel from heavy
artillery shells fired by junta forces as his column was attempting to
ambush a junta base in Karen State.

He went into a coma and lay in bed for nearly two months. His
friends said he escaped death by sheer luck. But the injury still
affects his nervous system, causing him difficulties with speaking
and moving.

“I will never surrender. | will fight them again once | recover,” the
33-year-old ethnic Karen said, struggling to speak each word one by

one.
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Bago resistance fighter

Nway 0o, who was a member of the same team as Raven, dreams of being a chief minister in
his native Bago Region and working for the people. He was a campaigner for NLD candidates in
Bago ahead of the 2020 general election.

If not for the coup, Nway Oo would never have had reason to take up arms. He said he had to
break up with his long-time girlfriend, who disagreed with his decision to join the armed
resistance.

A close friend of fallen comrade Hein Htet, Nway Oo was among those injured in the April 6
accident. He was hit in the foot and lower waist by shrapnel from the explosion. Before the
blast, he could walk for the whole day in the jungle. Now, he can’t walk for longer than one
hour.

Nway Oo now volunteers for radio programs, reporting on the fighting and the junta’s atrocities
in resistance strongholds.

A M Raven and Wild Boar.

He shared his comrades’ confidence that the junta will
surely be defeated. “And it will be quick if all play their
roles dutifully,” he added.

He’s not alone in believing the revolution will prevail, and
that, sooner or later, the Myanmar people will have their
stolen liberty, rights and everyday lives restored to them.

“We will fight till we win and end this [military dictatorship] in our generation,” Raven said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/bloodied-but-unbowed-myanmars-
wounded-resistance-fighters-vow-to-uproot-junta.html

Artillery shell kills two children, injures one, near Chin capital

Local resistance forces say a drone was likely used to drop the shell, which hit the children as
they were returning home from school

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Oct 21, 2022

A heavy artillery shell killed two young boys and seriously injured a six-year-old girl in a village
near the Chin State capital Hakha on Wednesday, according to local sources.

The shell fell on the village of Buanlung, located about 18km southwest of Hakha, as the
children were returning home from school, the sources said.

Page 16 of 72


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/bloodied-but-unbowed-myanmars-wounded-resistance-fighters-vow-to-uproot-junta.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/bloodied-but-unbowed-myanmars-wounded-resistance-fighters-vow-to-uproot-junta.html
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/artillery-shell-kills-two-children-injures-one-near-chin-capital
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/9066

James Siang Za Uk, left, and Henry Bwai Za Lian were killed
by an artillery shell that fell on the Chin State village of
Buanlung on October 19 (Supplied)

The two boys were identified as Henry Bwai Za Lian, 6, and
James Siang Za Uk, 7. The girl, who was identified only as
Nancy, was said to be badly injured, but details about her
condition were not available at the time of reporting.

Buanlung is one of 32 ethnic Senthang Chin villages in the
area that are largely under the control of local resistance forces. A spokesperson for a group
representing the communities said that Myanmar’s military was likely responsible for the
shelling.

“Most of the heavy artillery shells that land here are fired by the military. It's normal for them
to shoot at random in Hakha Township,” he said.

It was not clear, however, how the shell reached the village.

“They usually fire from three places in Hakha, but this village is a bit beyond the range of those
bases, so we are assuming that a drone was used to drop the shell,” said a spokesperson for the
Chinland Defence Force (CDF).

He also ruled out the possibility of an airstrike, saying that no military aircraft were spotted
near the village at the time of the incident. He added that the attack was unprovoked, as there
had been no recent fighting in the area.

According to the CDF, the nearest clashes took place several days ago at a strategically
important bridge between Hakha and Thantlang, which lies northwest of Hakha.

In a statement released in late June, UNICEF Myanmar said that a total of 115 children had
been killed or injured by explosives since the military seized power in February 2021.

In September, regime forces killed at least seven children and six adults in an attack on a school
in Letyetkone, a village in Sagaing Region’s Depayin Township.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/artillery-shell-kills-two-children-injures-one-near-
chin-capital

Heavy Fighting Between Myanmar Junta, Resistance Reported in Karen’s Kawkareik
By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 October 2022

Fierce fighting broke out between junta troops and combined forces of Karen revolutionary
troops in Karen State’s Kawkareik Township on Friday.
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Locals have reported aerial bombing by the regime. One civilian was killed and two others
injured as mortar shells fired by the Myanmar military’s Infantry Battalion 97 (LB 97) struck
residential areas, according to local sources.

“The fighting broke out around 7 a.m. [Resistance forces] launched the attack, and people were
hit when LB 97 responded. One was killed and two others injured. Buddhist monasteries and
houses were also hit. A junta aircraft started bombing and firing at around 10 a.m. in some five
locations. People in the town are trapped,” said a Kawkareik resident.

One source close to the Karen National Union (KNU) said: “We just saw a junta aircraft flying

over us. | heard that it dropped bombs on the Asian Highway [a trade route linking Kawkareik
and Myawaddy on the Thai border], as well as on Kawkareik town. It is Bo L Say Warr’s group
that launched the offensive. There were junta casualties. And | heard [Bo L Say Warr’s group]
also torched junta checkpoints.”

Bo L Say Warr previously served in the Karen National Defense Organization (KNDO), one of the
armed wings of the KNU. He currently serves in the Kaw Thoo Lei Army (KTLA) led by Brigadier
General Saw Nedah Mya, who split from the KNU. The KTLA was established in July.

On Friday morning troops led by Bo L Say Warr carried out a series of surprise attacks on junta
targets including Ka Nein Mu Ward, the district police office near the town’s toll gate, and an
interdepartmental administrative office.

A senior officer from the KNU told The Irrawaddy: “Three people including a policeman have
died. KNU and People’s Defense Force fighters as well as L Say Warr’s troops from the KTLA are
involved. The clash happened near the civil servants’ staff quarters on the outskirts of the
town.”

The Irrawaddy is still confirming details of the fighting and civilian casualties caused by the
junta’s air strikes.

In August, Karen National Liberation Army-led resistance forces attacked the district police
office and the General Administration Department office in Kawkareik. Twelve junta personnel
including a police major were killed and weapons were seized in the fighting, according to the
KNU. Several civilians were injured as the regime fired around 50 rounds of artillery in the
fighting.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/heavy-fighting-between-myanmar-
junta-resistance-reported-in-karens-kawkareik.html
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Myanmar military bombs Karen State town from air as Karen resistance alliance strikes junta
targets

The junta’s forces drop bombs from aircraft on Kawkareik and fire heavy artillery into
surrounding villages, locals say

Linn Htin | Published on Oct 21, 2022

A building seen after the military’s bombing of
Kawkareik on October 21 (Karen Information Center)

Allied forces under the leadership of the Karen National
Union (KNU) clashed with the Myanmar army in Karen
State’s Kawkareik town on Friday morning as the
military bombed the area from the air.

: An officer in the KNU’s Karen National Liberation Army
(KNLA) told Myanmar Now that multiple Karen forces active in the state—accompanied by local
resistance columns—attacked two junta targets: the township administration office and the
district police station.

After the Karen forces reportedly killed several Myanmar army soldiers and police, the military
retaliated by launching airstrikes and airlifting in more troops.

“Their reinforcements from the air force came at around 10am after they suffered a large
number of casualties. They even fired at civilian targets and wards, injuring several people,” the
officer said.

The allied resistance forces also reportedly seized control of the police station jail in Kawkareik
and freed the detainees; one of the inmates was said to have died, but further details were not
available at the time of reporting.

Battles were still ongoing on Friday afternoon on the old Myawaddy-Kawkareik road and
outside the township administration office. Locals said that members of the resistance were
patrolling the area around the town, and that the military was continuing to attack from the air.

A member of the Karen allied forces told Myanmar Now from the frontline that the military had
withdrawn from a base in Ka Maing Kone village, located near the Asia Highway—which also
runs through the area—at around 11am.

Local Karen news outlet the Karen Information Centre (KIC) reported that a heavy artillery shell
fired by the Myanmar army exploded in Kawkareik town, killing one civilian and injuring two
others. Another local media group claimed in a social media post that two civilians had been
killed and more than one dozen injured.

Myanmar Now is unable to independently verify details concerning the casualties.
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The military released a statement on Friday afternoon regarding the attack on its forces in
Kawkareik, but only named the National Unity Government and a committee of ousted National
League for Democracy lawmakers as being involved, as well as a Karen group called the Klo
Htoo Baw Organisation—not the KNU or KNLA.

A Kawkareik local claimed that she heard loud shooting starting from around 10am but that the
battle began five hours earlier further outside the town.

“The battle hasn’t spread to the centre of the town yet but heavy artillery shells fell in the
wards at the edge of town,” she explained on Friday afternoon. “They also dropped bombs
from aircrafts. | heard people were injured but | didn’t get to see anything for myself as | was
too scared to leave my home.”

Another local said that junta forces from Infantry Battalion 97, stationed at Nay Pu Khan hill
some 10 miles west of Kawkareik, started firing artillery continuously at 5:30am, and that the
shells had hit villages five miles outside the town.

“[The resistance forces] weren’t able to seize control of the entire town, but | heard that they
successfully occupied [two bases],” the local said.

Kawkareik residents said that Friday marked the sixth time that the military had launched aerial
attacks on the area.

Karen forces attacked the military in the township in late August, targeting the same locations
as Friday’s assault, as well as the Myanmar Economic Bank. At that time they reported that 12
junta personnel, including a police major, were killed.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-bombs-karen-state-town-from-
air-as-karen-resistance-alliance-strikes-junta

Resistance Besieges Karen Town; Myanmar Junta Counters With Airstrikes
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 21 October 2022

Myanmar junta fighter jets have attacked Kawkareik in Karen State, killing at least two residents
and injuring 16 others, including six children, according to the White Tiger Battalion.

Fierce fighting broke out between junta forces and resistance groups in Kawkareik Township on
Friday morning. With troops on the ground losing control and suffering casualties, the junta
conducted indiscriminate aerial bombing and artillery shelling.

A Kawkakeik man and woman were killed by bombs launched by the fighter jets from the
Hmawbi air force base. The group said it expected the death toll to rise.
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Pyar Pin, Kaung Hmu, Tada U, Kha Nain Munand Yan Kote villages in the township have all been
hit.

The White Tiger Battalion, one of the armed groups fighting with the Karen National Liberation
Army (KNLA) against the junta in Kawkareik, said two fighters had been dropping bombs for
hours.

“We expected it and prepared before we attacked this week,” the group announced.

Combined Karen revolutionary forces surrounded the military’s Infantry Battalion 97 stationed
in the center of Karen State’s Kawkareik Township after launching simultaneous attacks. The
junta sent two jet fighters and two helicopters were deployed after ground forces had lost
heavily to the KNLA and its allies.

The resistance groups said on Friday they had surrounded Infantry Battalion 97 stationed in the
center of the town and reportedly opened its prison.

Amid fierce fighting in Kawkareik, junta troops and Border Guard Forces in Myawaddy have
been preparing for attacks, closing schools and regime offices early on Friday, according to
residents.

The Lion Battalion Commando Special Force, another KNLA ally, stated that the attack is the
start of a new form of urban warfare.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-besieges-karen-town-myanmar-junta-
counters-with-airstrikes.html

Shelling kills 3 civilians during the battle for control of a Kayin state township

The KNLA has taken control of buildings in Kawkareik township where a junta battalion is
stationed.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.10.21

A building in Kayin State’s Kawkareik township that was
damaged in a junta air raid on Oct. 21, 2022. Civilian
Y journalist

"\ Three civilians in a township in Myanmar’s Kayin State
died Friday after being hit by mortar shells fired by junta
troops. At least 17 locals were injured as they were
caught in the crossfire between the two sides fighting for
control of Kawkareik.
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Fighting started on Tuesday but intensified Friday morning with State Administration Council
(SAC) forces carrying out aerial bombardments, according to an official from a local aid
group, who didn’t want to be named for safety reasons,

“We didn’t dare to leave the room. The fighting kept intensifying around the town and the
military was bombing with fighter jets. It is still happening now,” the official said.

“[The] injured were sent to hospital in four vehicles, but two [who were hit by shells] died
there. All four of the vehicles that were sent to the hospital were unable to leave.”

The official later informed RFA that, in total, 13 men and seven women were injured by the
fighting, while three civilian victims had died as a result of the artillery blasts -- two men and
a woman.

He said that four men were injured when the fighting began after a shell exploded near a
residential area and another four -- two men and two women -- were injured when a heavy
weapon hit a street in a populated area of the town.

Three more men were injured when a shell exploded on the street in Kawkareik at around
10:30 a.m. and a woman was injured when a shell exploded inside a nunnery around noon,
residents said.

The battle comes amid an upturn in fighting between junta forces and the Karen National
Union’s (KNU) military arm, the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA).

“At around 1 p.m., all departmental offices in Kawkareik town were occupied by the
KNU/KNLA forces. They are preparing to attack the SAC’s Infantry Battalion-97, which is
stationed in the town,” a soldier who is fighting in the battle told RFA.

“Our side is attacking from the south and north of Kawkareik town. There are general
administration offices for the township, and district and housing offices there. They have all
have been occupied... The SAC’s Infantry Battalion-97 is next to those offices. We are
preparing to attack them. They don’t have many forces in the town,” he said, adding that the
KNLA has also occupied the prison in Kawkareik’s police station.

Junta forces are targeting the occupied buildings, sending 20 fighter jets in six waves of
airstrikes. The aerial attacks and four days of fighting have caused traffic jams on the road
running from Yangon to Myawaddy township, which lies on the Thai border. A passenger,
who did not want to be named for security reasons, told RFA many cars and trucks had been
stuck in Kawkareik since Tuesday. About 500 passengers were left stranded at the side of the
road.

A SAC press release accused a militant KNU splinter group known as the Kalo Htoo Baw
Karen Organization and local units of the anti-junta People's Defense Force paramilitary
group of attacking the township and injuring "some civilians."
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Calls to Saw Khin Maung Myint, the SAC spokesman for Kayin state, went unanswered
Friday.

A source close to the KNU, who spoke on condition of anonymity citing security concerns,
told RFA that anti-junta forces remain in Kawkareik and have "surrounded Infantry Battalion-
97," bringing a temporary end to the fighting.

Earlier on Friday, the Democratic Voice of Burma cited a KNLA commander as saying that the
group had planned to "take control of Kawkareik" and that thousands of resistance fighters
are taking part in the assault, which would make it one of the largest resistance operations
to date. The officer said fighters had also been deployed to Kyondoe and Myawaddy towns,
on either side of Kawkareik, in anticipation of military reinforcements.

DVB said that the military has sent in at least two aircraft from Hmawbi Air Base in Yangon
region, which bombed Kawkareik earlier this morning.

The Institute for Strategy and Policy-Myanmar reported on Thursday that there have been

more than 7,700 battles across the country since the Feb. 1, 2021 military coup through to
Oct. 12 this year. The research group said Kayin state has seen the most fighting with 4,383
battles.

Air raids kill 30

é/\/\m\”\\ The fighting in Kayin came as new reporting by RFA found

wes  that the military had carried out at least 105 air raids across
six states and regions in August and September of this year,
killing 30 civilians, including eight children, and injuring 22.

»
Mawlamyine

Fighting in Kawkareik area
Data exclusively compiled by RFA showed that during the
two-month period the military carried out the strikes on
civilian-populated villages and towns in 25 townships in Sagaing and Bago regions, and Kayin,
Kayah and Chin states, where resistance to junta-rule is strong.

PDF forces told RFA that military has ramped up air strikes as its ground offensives have
been increasingly less successful.

Kayah state and Sagaing region suffered most casualties in August and September, reporting
showed. Fourteen townships in Sagaing were subjected to 27 air raids that killed 29 civilians,
including eight children. The casualties accounted for some 96% of those from air raids
nationwide during the two months.

One air strike on Sept. 16 in Sagaing's Let Yet Kone village killed 13 civilians, including seven
children, and wounded 12 others alone. The attack, in which two military helicopters fired
on a school for more than an hour, is believed to be the single worst air raid on a civilian
area in Myanmar since the coup.
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According to RFA’s data, 36 air raids were carried out in Kayah region during August and
September, although the number of casualties was not as high as in Sagaing region because
the area is less populated and defended by ethnic armed groups.

A spokesperson for the ethnic Karen National Defense Force in Kayah state told RFA that the
military attacks civilian targets nearly every time it carries out air raids.

“Some air strikes target not just battlefields, but also civilian villages and populated places
like village clinics that are far from the fighting," said the spokesperson, who declined to be
named.

"In Loikaw, a junta fighter jet fired a missile at a clinic for no reason," they said, referring to
an Aug. 9 attack on Loikaw's Loilen Lay township that killed a civilian and injured two others.
"They use more air strikes when they get hurt in ground battles.”

According to the statistics from the World Directory of Modern Military Aircraft (WDMMA),
an organization studying air forces from 98 countries around the world, the Myanmar
military owns 292 military aircraft, including 81 jet fighters and 81 helicopters.

Myanmar's shadow National Unity Government said on Oct. 7 that they have acquired anti-
aircraft weaponry to defend against military air raids, although details of its arsenal have yet
to be released.

An earlier version of this story was updated to include the increased number of civilian
casualties, a statement from the SAC, and the current status of fighting in Kawkareik, as well
as the number of civilians killed during air raids across the country in August and September.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/kayin-township-deaths-10212022062906.html

Nearly 20 Myanmar Regime Troops Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 October 2022

Nearly 20 Myanmar junta troops were reportedly killed in the last three days as People’s
Defense Force groups (PDFs) and ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) continued their attacks on
regime targets across the country.

Meanwhile, indiscriminate attacks by regime forces including air strikes resulted in civilian
casualties including a pregnant woman, and the destruction of civilian properties.

Incidents were reported in Chin, Kayah, Mon and Karen states and Mandalay, Sagaing, Magwe
and Bago regions.

The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant attacks by PDFs and EAOs, as
well as the latest junta atrocities.
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Three junta soldiers killed in ambush on helicopter in Kayah

Three regime forces were killed and six others injured in Shadaw Township, Kayah State on
Wednesday afternoon when the Karenni Army (KA) and its ally the Karenni Nationalities
Defense Force (KNDF) ambushed a junta helicopter transporting ammunition and food for the
military’s Infantry Battalion 428 and a junta outpost in the township, the KA claimed.

The ethnic army said it attacked the helicopter from close range but didn’t provide details of

damage to the chopper.

A 15-year-old child and another 50-year-old resident were seriously injured by junta explosives

in the shootout.

Two regime forces killed by PDF drone strikes in Karen

A drone operated by the Federal Wings group attacks regime

\ forces in Karen State. / Federal Wings

Two junta soldiers were confirmed killed in Myawaddy
Township, Karen State on Wednesday night when the Karen
National Liberation Army (KNLA)’s Cobra Column and the
allied Federal Wings Drone force used drones to bomb
soldiers of the Myanmar military’s Infantry Battalion 207,

which was attempting to occupy the Luukhoe area, according to Cobra Column.

Four regime forces reportedly killed in Chin

Resistance fighters of Chin Defense Force-Kanpetlet during a
drill. / CDF-Kanpetlet

Four regime forces are believed to have been killed and
many others injured in Kanpetlet Township, Chin State early
Thursday morning when a fierce clash broke out between
regime forces and PDF sentries from Chin Defense Force-

Kanpetlet, the resistance group said.

After sustaining heavy casualties, the regime forces intentionally bombarded the town of

Kanpetlet and villages nearby.

The resistance group has urged residents to dig bomb shelters due to the regime’s

indiscriminate attacks.

Three junta soldiers killed by land mines in Mandalay

Three regime troops were killed and 14 others injured in Madaya Township, Mandalay Region
on Thursday morning when three combined PDF groups used land mines to ambush a military
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detachment of 70 troops in the east of the township, claimed Natsoe PDF, which was involved
in the ambush.

Following the ambush, regime forces burned down houses in nearby Kyaukse Lay Village.
Three regime forces killed by PDF drone strikes in Mandalay

Natogyi-PDF claimed on Thursday that three junta soldiers were killed when it conducted drone
strikes on a military checkpoint and regime bases on the Natogyi-Taungtha road near Shwe Kyar
Inn Village in the township.

Pregnant woman among three civilians killed in junta air strikes in Sagaing

At least three civilians including a woman who was six months pregnant were killed in Yinmabin
Township, Sagaing Region on Wednesday morning when two Russian-made Mi-35 helicopter
gunships attacked villages on the border of Yinmabin and Pale Townships while being rounded
up by regime soldiers dropped off by two other choppers, said Myauk Yatmar PDF, a local
resistance group.

In the air raid, 200 residents were arrested by regime forces. After releasing some villager
detainees, the regime forces continued to detain many others to use as human shields in order
to deter attacks by local resistance forces, the PDF group said.

Civilian houses destroyed by junta air strikes in Sagaing

A teashop is seen after it was bombed by junta fighter jets in
Awang Gone Village in Indaw on Tuesday. / Indaw Revolution

Several houses were destroyed and burned down after being
bombed by junta fighter jets following an intense clash
between junta foot soldiers and combined Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) and PDF forces near Awang Gone Village in Indaw Township, Sagaing
Region on Tuesday night, said Indaw Revolution (IR), the media wing of local PDF

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/nearly-20-myanmar-regime-troops-
killed-in-three-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

NUG Slams Election Body for Inviting Myanmar Junta to Summit
By THE IRRAWADDY 21 October 2022

Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government’s (NUG) foreign minister Daw Zin Mar Aung has
condemned the Association of World Election Bodies (A-web) for inviting the junta to its
summit in South Africa.
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The junta on Sunday announced that the regime’s Union Election Commission’s (UEC) chairman
Thein Soe and member Aung Moe Myint will attend the fifth A-web general assembly in Cape
Town from October 17 to 22 at the invitation of the South African election commission and A-
web.

The Fifth General Assembly of the Association of World
Election Bodies is being held in Cape Town from October 17
to 22.

Daw Zin Mar Aung, an elected National League for
Democracy MP, wrote that was disappointed by the
invitation to the illegally constituted and junta-appointed
UEC.

The NLD won landslide victories in the 2015 and 2020 general elections. Domestic and
international monitoring groups said the poll was largely free and fair and widely representative
of the will of the people.

However, junta boss Min Aung Hlaing seized power, using electoral fraud as an excuse and
jailed State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and President U Win Myint on an array of charges.

The regime has detained NLD ministers, and lawmakers and prosecuted original UEC members
on a variety of charges.

The junta has since formed a new commission and appointed Thein Soe as its head to oversee
an election planned for August 2023. The former major general oversaw the 2010 general
election, which was widely criticized as a sham.

Daw Zin Mar Aung said A-web’s website says it was founded to spread free, fair, transparent
and well-attended elections.

But inviting the representatives of a regime which is responsible for atrocities makes a
“mockery of the organization’s vision”, the minister added. She demanded that the invitation
be withdrawn.

The Facebook pages of A-web and the South African election commission were flooded with
demands for the invitation to be withdrawn, prompting A-web to limit those who can comment
on posts.

It said: “We note the comments and the serious matters they raise.
A-web is a non-political and voluntary association of members.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nug-slams-election-body-for-inviting-myanmar-
junta-to-summit.html
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Bangladesh Credits Chinese Intervention With Stopping Myanmar Border Blasts
By MUKTADIR RASHID | 21 October 2022

DHAKA — Bangladesh’s Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen says that Chinese intervention
coincided with a reduction in explosions along the border with Myanmar.

“We told Myanmar’s ambassador but he could not do anything. The bomb explosions reduced
after the Chinese were informed,” the minister told journalists on Thursday following a meeting
with the Chinese ambassador Li Jiming.

The minister said he asked China to help relocate over 5,000 Rohingya Muslims trapped in no
man’s land to Myanmar.

“We are always afraid about when they want to cross the border. This is a new assignment for
[China]. Let’s see what happens,” Momen said. “We are keeping them under pressure.”

Dil Mohammad, a Rohingya leader in the border zone, told The Irrawaddy that the situation has
improved in the last two weeks as shelling has ceased.

He called for the right to return home to Rakhine State.

“We want protection for our people. Who will give us protection? We don’t believe the
assurances from Myanmar,” Mohammad added.

In August and September, firing and shelling from Myanmar occurred near Naikhyangchhari in
the hill district of Bandarban.

Bangladesh attempted diplomatic efforts, briefed foreign diplomats and summoned Myanmar’s
ambassador Aung Kyaw Moe four times since August.

“The intrusion of mortar shells, aerial firing and airspace violations from Myanmar is causing
death and injuries to the people inside Bangladesh territory,” the Dhaka government
announced.

Sporadic firing and shelling along the border killed a Rohingya child on September 16.

The foreign minister said recently that relations with Myanmar were almost nonexistent but
Bangladesh understood China had “very good relations” with the regime.

He said Myanmar’s junta informed Bangladesh that it would honor all of Bangladesh’s
agreements with Myanmar.

Momen told the media: “They will take back the Rohingya. They are saying they will provide
safety and security and create a conducive environment to settle Rohingya. But nothing has
happened after several days.”
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He said logistical issues about the return of Rohingya were being discussed. Myanmar is busy
with domestic issues, Momen added.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/bangladesh-credits-chinese-intervention-with-
stopping-myanmar-border-blasts.html

UN Urges Myanmar’s Neighbors to Stop Forced Returns
By AFP | 21 October 2022

GENEVA—The UN on Thursday urged Myanmar’s neighbors to stop the forced return of the
country’s nationals, saying “countless lives” were being placed at risk.

The UN’s refugee agency UNHCR said it was gravely concerned about multiple reports of
refoulement—the forcible return of refugees and asylum seekers—since February 2021 from
countries neighboring Myanmar.

The agency is “urgently appealing to countries in the region to immediately stop forced returns
of Myanmar nationals seeking safety from serious harm”.

“We repeat our call on states to continue offering protection to Myanmar nationals fleeing for
safety. This also includes ending the practice of indefinite detention of asylum seekers and
refugees from Myanmar,” said Gillian Triggs, UNHCR’s assistant high commissioner for
protection.

The Southeast Asian nation has been in turmoil since a military coup last year, with swathes of
the country engulfed by fighting.

More than 2,300 people have been killed in the military’s crackdown on dissent since the coup,
which rights groups say includes razing villages, mass extrajudicial killings and air strikes on
civilians.

The junta blames anti-coup fighters for the deaths of almost 3,900 civilians.

Triggs said the violence was driving people to flee and that they should be allowed to seek
asylum abroad and be protected against refoulement.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/un-urges-myanmars-neighbors-to-stop-forced-
returns.html
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