PEACE Info (October 17, 2022)

About 40 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks

Myanmar Political Prisoners Issue List of Torturers in Junta’s Insein Jail

Junta attacks on a Sagaing region township leave 4 dead and destroy 500 houses

Four burned bodies found in Yaw region village after three-day junta occupation

Family of political prisoner denied access to his body after he dies in Loikaw Prison
Sixteen Myanmar Regime Troops Captured in Karen State Ambush

Burma Army Ransacks Kachin Village In Northern Shan State

Youth Dies After Release By PNO In Southern Shan State

Myanmar Junta and Ethnic Armed Group Trade Accusations Over Fatal Pagoda Shooting
Senior Myanmar Junta Figures Behind Legal Action Against Irrawaddy, BBC

Myanmar Regime Has No Legitimacy to Hold Election: DPNS Leader

Myanmar Junta Chief Demands Unity as Secrets Continue to Leak

Anti-Myanmar Regime Alliance Reaches Out to China

7th Anniversary of Signing the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) held in Nay Pyi Taw
KNU says military council is enemy of federalism and democracy

NUG 0065632038 2280200050305 00m 05008 66H§Eecm:

2280:00050305Q320305 3285:32[§05560> NUG 6[m3p2000p53260 6[g[aEondg gp: cous
OB m$gp ©20860PE: 32[MBE:0050505903E BaAdPQIPS MGYPAd
086mEBm 8ncd[$320q§ 80

[

0de[o7E:ad:ad 0adom[§|5udm 3265008 GroseamESckagadelGig

(] (8 (N Qo ¢ Qo [ Q (‘£ ¢ O
O(T)C\DO’)@L,%CD?G(IHSg)QPSUe OOGONOCOOO0M QS%LEIO’J SCJ%QP: Q)(TJO? C\? GE)U)C
(] (8 RS, SR L2 ¢ ° Q. QU 2, (N (o] °

O(T)C\D(TJS?G§’)(TJI§Qo GQOG ooocoo?ooagmg% GSOD@S’B({IPCDQoODBo (T.EIE ??GOD

(o [

983485055 S 08:9]|[8),$050303E 06607EB00E$E PDF 35 g[sd

¢ (8§ [ (8§ Q [ Q@ O (o [ (o4 (8§ (o
0$:6620503E 0MdEONEP: G B:32013208 (5 3203 06EIESM ©¥&:a8:0005[05
60laB[8|.5 0590 0S6[0E:03:08 63208 Y0OO GARPARADE[GE
aB2c0C:[8],5053 066[07E:00:0000[GE ooz P00 GYPYARE[GH wE:0E[G|$U0F 0SS

C [ C Q (o]
0205¢6[03¢ [6p50n J B: 3cdepq

[ (§ C O [ oc [ [ (8 crac [ C o

0g|E[CpS 505 S:eamEs[§|, ceo:dCaqgCempanepeon’ Googod[gE 0daoodHg

[ [ =] [ o [of [ % (8 Qoel C C‘o (]
0860mEB 006m @M §oRE gradiapd8:§epdur Béselgrnd

(o (‘o Oo (8§ [ (‘8 e O CcO Qo o "] [ GQ (‘£°
0de[o7E:ad:000000 0660EB06 03053556B: Zaepgpezadizact o g 06:8:5q

[03032E:a85[35[8,5 05§ 066 EB00609§:03 KNLA 030580536:3051 03052 0@ B

m(ﬁ@ogqu?@sgo% 053@83q8 t {
m$6m3066m8®9$8§1 005@8005§8 co(ﬁ?ose?{fsaog KNLA joo o) C‘”G“T’(’Sﬁegecﬂ&

—

M$0MH 0dqUI0dLNY 32059
088, 50503¢ 0demmEB0SE[oE:ad 63263200 803D
[ C [ Cr-e [ Q 3 Q (o
082§ cod$aB[0Bsa[oME 9 B: cooade oG B sabepq
cenCeom[§,03€ 08607EEm onl:mybodean:alg|codep VPN dloopd ©$:ep:ad a38:a005:
|.°Og °02| °X I. T Gp g L%"Qr) { ° £°

Page 1 of 70



C (o]

q9E@0mE3Esen AA 228 5005052000008 Be6E00C$:qEG0g ©o:aBi0d:
oemp[as q§8®8§@n:m godancoleoy

(o3 (o4 (8§ ¢ Q ~ [ Q (8 [ (8
Q66058505 2§ B:empEioliad 0660mES cyepur[B: cowrbonod vdaddes
60R.80683:q$ RCSS €l md:cpdiozaadl s0ada3050000003328, 6§ eo0:unsd

NCA (@) $8[3p3 $6005c0p56¢, 3298:3247: COmdsHDABE (9) §, 00> GEPAd

(o} [ [o] O O~
NCA cobe§0532038: 22008:837260804]2 §i907 RCSS G[gp
(o] (o ~ (& (o (o]
B8:q8:cq 6aQ:6g:Q’ ORI 05607EE0RM0 32000[8derc: (Garasdk)

(o O ~0 o [ ¢ [ Q
cxl?ﬁorg@qogog& cﬁi&@c@eﬂm §80|§ooeg eqa&oooe§o~l?qpocﬁi 26RO 0660mES
odSona efoipy
OC e o . o [ cQo o [ o (o (% (o
<?ofoe;1°39ﬁ>gpofn WP$Oem$ @@Doo;oaooqc? c\?oi;aoac(:\G@

2283 8:4p2 3.005:0326[89 pOG3OOEPEGEAD m:c\ozemg@gcﬁ@
(& (8§ (o] SN [ (o§ oc¢ (8§ o (&
E;§m|§>gogc GgEGOMOGAOQERS 32|$0UIODG0D cegmse[xmn
[aPN~] (o] T ¢ 0 (o o ¢ Q o (% (8§ (& (§§ [ Q o C
6[gpadaB: andedlogt Brode(ga3odepiss ¢:3r6 aoudeannEamanp) mideg Po Bagieayp
cC

00§3:§ 33056 0500 BB$E MDeE: 0 MBS [3EB:0xE[B|,$0003E 1v6:a8:8

Page 2 of 70



About 40 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 October 2022

The Myanmar junta’s forces reportedly suffered around 40 deaths in the last three days after
facing ambushes and other attacks by People’s Defense Force groups (PDFs) and ethnic armed
organizations (EAOs) across the country.

Over a dozen incidents were reported in Sagaing, Magwe, Bago, Yangon and Tanintharyi
regions and Chin, Karen and Mon States.

Regime forces also looted and burned houses during their raids on villages in Magwe and
Sagaing regions.

The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant attacks by EAOs and PDFs, as
well as the latest regime atrocities.

Military helicopters attacked in Chin

One of two military transport helicopters was reportedly hit during an ambush by Chinland
Defense Force-Kanpetlet in Kanpetlet Township, Chin State on Sunday while transporting
regime reinforcements to the town, according to the parallel National Unity Government’s
Defense Ministry.

The chopper was damaged but did not crash, the resistance group told the media.
10 regime forces killed or injured by PDF ambush in Mon

At least 10 junta soldiers were killed or injured when Taungnyo Guerrilla Force ambushed a
military convoy of seven vehicles between two villages while the convoy was traveling to
Thanphyu Zayat from Ye Township on Saturday, the PDF group claimed.

Two vehicles were destroyed in the ambush.
Two junta soldiers killed by PDF drone strikes in Karen

Two junta soldiers including an army captain were killed when the Karen National Liberation
Army (KNLA) and allied resistance groups used drones to drop 81-mm and 60-mm mortar
rounds on Infantry Battalion 32 in Kyainseikgyi Township, Karen State at around 2 a.m. Sunday,
according to Red Dragon Column, which was involved in the attack.

Another soldier was injured.
Pro-regime militia member assassinated in Tanintharyi

Launglon-PDF (LLPDF) claimed on Sunday it killed Pyu Saw Htee pro-regime militia member Ko
Tun Naing from Kahtaungni Village in Launglon Township, Tanintharyi Region on Saturday.
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An improvised firearm and mobile phones seized from a pro-
regime militia member killed in Launglon Township on
Saturday. / LLPDF

The victim, who was armed by the military regime, had
threatened people and randomly opened fire, the PDF group
said, adding that an improvised firearm, mobile phones and
some illegal drugs were seized from him.

15 junta soldiers killed in PDF ambush in Tanintharyi

At least 15 regime troops were killed and many others injured
in Dawei Township, Tanintharyi Region last Friday when six
resistance groups jointly ambushed a military convoy carrying
100 regime forces between two villages, according to Dawei
East Forest-PDF, which joined the ambush.

Regime forces responded with heavy explosives, but all of the
PDF fighters escaped without any casualties.

School burned down by junta forces in Magwe

A school building burned by regime forces in Taung Myint
Village, Pauk Township, Magwe Region on Sunday. / STM-PDF

School buildings were burned down by a regime detachment
during a raid on Taung Myint Village in Pauk Township,
Magwe Region on Sunday, local resistance group Shwe Tuang
Myay-PDF said.

The detachment, which burned down houses in Theechar Village, Pauk Township last
Wednesday, raided villages in the township on Sunday, the PDF group said.

Military detachment mined in Bago

Resistance group Myanmar Revolution Force-Nattalin claimed on Sunday it used three land
mines to ambush a military detachment between two villages in Natalin Township, Bago Region
on Saturday.

In the attack, regime forces are believed to have been killed or injured, the group said.
Several junta soldiers killed or injured in two days of attacks in Sagaing

A number of regime forces were believed killed in Taze Township, Sagaing Region during
ambushes and attacks by combined local resistance groups on Saturday and Sunday, claimed
Taze-PDF, which coordinated the attacks.
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An improvised rocket used by Taze-PDF in a clash with junta troops
in Taze Township on Sunday. / Taze-PDF

On Saturday, a shootout occurred between over 100 junta troops
including Pyu Saw Htee pro-regime militia members and combined
PDF groups in the township after the military detachment was
ambushed with land mines by the resistance groups at the entrance

of Ywar Thit Village.

Early Sunday morning, a fierce clash also broke out at a small bridge in the township when PDF
groups ambushed the detachment using land mines.

One more firefight occurred in the township when PDF groups attacked the military
detachment at the entrance of Chaung-U Village in the township at 11 a.m. on that morning.

Two military gunboats ambushed in Sagaing

Two military gunboats carrying 50 junta soldiers were ambushed by resistance groups from
Mingin and Kani townships, Sagaing Region on Friday while the junta forces were traveling from
Mingin to Monywa along the Chindwin River, said Kyauklonegyi-PDF on Saturday.

The PDF group said they ambushed the gunboats from two locations. However, military
casualties are unknown. Videos show firefights between the gunboats and the PDF groups.

Military vessels face additional PDF attacks in Sagaing

Two military gunboats and a barge were ambushed by six PDF battalions in Monywa Township,
Sagaing Region on Saturday as the flotilla was departing from the port of Monywa bound for
Salingyi along the Chindwin River.

Resistance groups said they used five explosives to target the barge, which was carrying a large
number of regime troops. However, the military casualties were unknown. Amid the junta’s
firing of heavy explosives, PDF fighters escaped from the area without any casualties.

Three junta soldiers killed in urban attack in Sagaing

Myanmar’s Royal Dragon Army-MRDA claimed it and three PDF groups managed to throw a
grenade into a military vehicle traveling in the town of Monywa, Sagaing Region on Saturday
evening.

In the attack, three regime troops were killed and others injured, MRDA claimed.
Villages looted, torched by junta forces in Sagaing

Houses were looted and burned down by junta forces during raids on villages in Wetlet
Township, Sagaing Region starting last Friday, according to GZ-Special Task Force-Wetlet, a local
resistance group.
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The remains of a house burned down by junta troops in
Padaukchone Village in Wetlet Township last Friday. /
GZSTF-Wetlet

% A military detachment of over 100 troops raided at least
seven villages on the weekend.

Six junta soldiers killed by PDF land mines in Sagaing

At least six regime forces were killed in Chaung-U Township,
Sagaing Region on Saturday when PDF groups ambushed a military detachment that was
raiding and burning villages in the township, claimed Chaung-U PDF, which coordinated the
attacks.

40-mm rounds of junta forces seized by PDFs in Chaung-U
Township on Saturday. / Chaung-U PDF

At around 10 a.m. on Saturday, Chuang-U PDF and another
PDF group used a cluster of land mines to ambush 50
regime forces of the detachment near a village in the
township. The detachment had been raiding villages since
early in the morning. Military casualties were unknown.

After the ambush, regime forces burned down houses in nearby Mahtitha Village in the
township.

In the afternoon, the combined PDF groups continued to ambush the military detachment near
Ngarlonetine Village using land mines. In the attack, six junta soldiers were killed and some
injured, Chaung-U PDF said.

Over a dozen 40-mm bombs were seized during the ambushes. Another 150 houses in
Ngarlonetin Village were burned down by the regime forces on Saturday and Sunday.

Court bombed in Yangon

The underground resistance group Brave Eagles claimed that it and another PDF group bombed

the court of Kyimyindaing Township, Yangon on Saturday morning using a remote-controlled
bomb.

Another bomb was found and detonated by regime forces, the group said.

The group urged people to avoid regime forces and junta-controlled government offices and
departments due to potential attacks.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/about-40-myanmar-junta-forces-
killed-in-three-days-of-resistance-attacks.html
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Myanmar Political Prisoners Issue List of Torturers in Junta’s Insein Jail
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 October 2022

Political prisoners in Yangon’s Insein Prison have revealed the names of officials and staff there
involved in torture and rights abuses of prisoners of conscience.

The list of 10 names includes Corrections Department director Myo Qo, prison warden Zaw
Lwin Aung, staff officers Tun Win Htike and Ye Kyaw Thu and six other supervisors.

In their statement, political prisoners from the men’s section said that “about 5 percent of
political prisoners arrested since the coup have been permanently disabled by the junta’s brutal
torture.”

Those who took part in silent protests and hunger strikes in December 2021, in June and July,
and in August this year after the junta executed four pro-democracy activists, were punished
with severe beatings and solitary confinement. Some suffered bone fractures and head injuries,
the statement said.

Female political prisoners were also subjected to beatings and rights abuses, it added. One had
delivered a stillborn baby after being refused proper medical aid during labor.

It is a violation of prison regulations to beat any prisoner, said one lawyer. “Such beatings are
not only against the law but also blatantly criminal,” said the lawyer, who asked for anonymity
over fears of reprisal.

The statement said Insein jail currently holds more than 200 political prisoners aged under 20,
about 10 in their 70s, and more than 1,000 in the 21-35 age group.

It called on the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCR) and
international agencies to investigate the junta’s torture and killing of political prisoners. It
added that political prisoners would continue to fight for their rights at the risk of their lives.

The statement also demanded an end to all forms of dictatorship including military dictatorship,
cancellation of the military-drafted 2008 Constitution, the establishment of a federal,
democratic Union, and the immediate release of political leaders, activists, students and others
demanding democracy.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-political-prisoners-issue-list-of-torturers-
in-juntas-insein-jail.html
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Junta attacks on a Sagaing region township leave 4 dead and destroy 500 houses

The bodies were burned and mutilated making it hard for locals to identify them.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.10.17

The remains of homes in Nga Lone Tin village in
Chaung-U township, Sagaing region, which was burned
down by junta troops on Oct. 16. Citizen journalist

Junta raids on villages in Sagaing region’s Chaung-U
township have left four people dead. Nearly 500
homes were torched in the attacks, according to
locals.

On Saturday morning, around 100 junta troops fired heavy artillery before entering Ngar
Lone Tin village. An eyewitness said that nearly 300 houses were burned down and charred
bodies were later discovered.

“One body that we can identify was found in Nga Lone Tin village and two bodies that cannot
be identified are still under investigation. Civilian or not, those two bodies were burnt and
mutilated,” a local told RFA on condition of anonymity for safety reasons. “The first body
was that of a man in his thirties who lives in the northern part of the village. His name is Yan
Aung. He was shot in the head.”

Later that day, junta troops raided Ma Hti Thar village, burning down more than 200 houses
according to a local, who also declined to be named.

“Originally our village had more than 600 houses but that grew to almost 800,” the

local said. “More than 200 houses have been burned now. The doors and zinc roofs of brick-
built houses in the middle of the village were destroyed. The rest of the huts were
completely turned to ash. Now the men are going back to the village to clean up and put out
the remaining fires. The women still haven’t returned.”

Fighting between junta troops and the local People’s Defense Force (PDF) erupted the
previous day, near Hman Cho village, leaving one local dead.

A spokesman for the Chaung-U PDF said troops raided ten villages in the township on Friday
and Saturday, forcing 20,000 locals to flee.

“In the past the military columns entered the villages and burned them before leaving,” he
told RFA. “Now they burn [homes] as soon as they enter the villages and then station troops
there. The troops shoot when we enter the villages to put out the fires... so we have to
retreat.”
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Troops from four army divisions have been raiding the villages in Chaung-U, according to the
PDF spokesman.

RFA contacted Aye Hlaing, State Administration Council (SAC) spokesman for the Sagaing
regional government, by phone on Sunday regarding the raids and arson attacks but he
refused to comment.

SAC Chairman, Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, said during an August meeting with the UN
Secretary-General’s Special Rapporteur for Myanmar his troops did not burn down houses
and blamed it on local PDFs.

However, Data for Myanmar, which has been monitoring arson attacks, said junta troops
have burned down 20,153 houses in Sagaing region between the Feb. 1, 2021 coup and Aug.
25 this year.

A report released by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA)
on Oct. 1, said 545,200 civilians in Sagaing region have been forced to flee to safety due to
fighting since the coup.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/sagaing-township-attacks-10172022033814.html|

Four burned bodies found in Yaw region village after three-day junta occupation

The victims are believed to include three teenagers who were among six villagers who went
missing after regime forces arrived

Nyein Swe | Published on Oct 17, 2022

Charred remains discovered in a junta-occupied village in
Htilin Township on October 13 (Htilin YDF)

Resistance forces in Magway Region’s Htilin Township say
they discovered the charred remains of four people in a
village that had been occupied by junta troops for three days
last week.

The bodies were found on Thursday in an undesignated village located just west of the town of
Htilin, according to an officer of the Htilin chapter of the Yaw Defence Force (YDF).

The village had been under the control of around 100 junta soldiers and members of the pro-
regime Pyu Saw Htee militia until then, the officer said.

“We found the bodies in a burned-out house after the junta column left. All four had their
hands tied behind their backs and were burned beyond recognition,” he said, adding that this
was the third time that the village had come under attack.
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The column in question, which included troops from Infantry Battalion 50, based in Magway’s
Gangaw Township, began targeting villages in Htilin Township in mid-September, local sources
told Myanmar Now.

Six male residents of the village, including three teenagers, had been reported missing prior to
the discovery of the bodies. At least some are believed to have been among the victims found
on Thursday.

The missing villagers were identified as Aung Phyo Ko, 14, Nyo Min, 17, Hein Htet, 18, Zin Min,
28, Zin Tun, 33, and Maung Aye, 57, according to the records of the Htilin YDF.

The group also said that its members were forced to abandon their efforts to put out fires and
sweep for landmines in the village due to the return of the junta soldiers later that day.

The regime forces were accused of burning down at least 50 houses in the area before
returning to the town of Htilin on Thursday afternoon. Other villages that came under attack
included Anyardaw, Ponna, Tharakha, and Kantha, locals reported.

The YDF officer said that the group had clashed with the junta column twice since last month,
and expected to engage in more fighting in the near future.

“I'd say the military situation right now is quite tense. Both the public and the revolutionary
groups are unhappy with that junta column and are preparing to get revenge,” he said.

There are estimated to be around 2,000 regime soldiers currently deployed in northern
Magway’s Yaw region, which includes Htilin, Gangaw and Saw townships and borders Chin
State.

Besides the YDF, there are also a number of other anti-regime groups, including the People’s
Defence Force and local defence teams, active in the area.

The YDF claims that it inflicted heavy casualties on regime forces in a series of guerrilla attacks
in July. More recently, the group’s deputy commander-in-chief was reportedly killed in battle.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/four-burned-bodies-found-in-yaw-region-village-after-
three-day-junta-occupation

Family of political prisoner denied access to his body after he dies in Loikaw Prison
Relatives of the victim were forced to use hair and fingernails provided by police at his funeral
Esther J | Published on Oct 17, 2022

Relatives of a 21-year-old political prisoner who died in Karenni (Kayah) State’s Loikaw Prison
last week say they have been prevented from claiming his body.
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Despite being denied access to the victim’s body, his
family held a funeral for him on October 14 (PKPF)

Maung Nge, who was also known as John, died in
custody last Thursday while serving a five-year prison
sentence for alleged anti-junta activities, according to a
family friend.

\ His family was informed of his death at around 7am
that day and instructed to coIIect the body at the prison, the friend said. When they went there,
however, they were told that it had been sent to the morgue at Loikaw General Hospital.

At the hospital, a doctor said that the body had been taken to a local court. Since then, all
efforts to locate it have been unsuccessful, according to the friend.

The family had to negotiate with police to receive hair and fingernails so that they could hold a
funeral on Friday, he added.

No official cause of death has been given. Maung Nge reportedly had a history of health
problems.

“He had tuberculosis as a child. His family said he was very sickly as a child,” said the friend,
who spoke to Myanmar Now on condition of anonymity.

Maung Nge was arrested in Loikaw last year and charged under Section 52 of the Anti-
Terrorism Law after police found a photo of him holding a gun.

“They spotted the photo on his phone during a security check at a checkpoint in Loikaw. His
family said he was a member of a defence group, but didn’t say which one,” said the friend.

Myanmar Now has been unable to reach Maung Nge’s family or junta authorities for comment
on his death.

According to a statement released by the Progressive Karenni People’s Force on October 1, at
least seven political prisoners have died in custody in ethnic Karenni areas since last year’s
coup. Another 273 remain in detention, the group added.

Despite its efforts to crush Karenni resistance groups active in Karenni State and southern Shan
State’s Pekhon Township, the military continues to come under attack even in Loikaw, where it
has a number of bases.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/family-of-political-prisoner-denied-access-to-his-
body-after-he-dies-in-loikaw-prison
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Sixteen Myanmar Regime Troops Captured in Karen State Ambush
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 October 2022

The Karen National Union (KNU) and its resistance allies said they twice ambushed junta
reinforcements heading to Waw Lay in Myawaddy Township, Karen State, at the weekend,
killing six junta soldiers and capturing 16 others, including a major.

KNU Brigade 6 and the Nagarni (Red Dragon) resistance group attacked junta reinforcements in
the northeast of Kyainseikgyi Township on Saturday and Sunday, according to resistance
sources.

The clash on Saturday lasted for two hours and there was six hours of fighting reported on
Sunday. A junta hilltop base in Kyainseikgyi provided artillery support for regime troops during
the fighting.

Six junta soldiers from Light Infantry Battalion 358 of the 13th Military Operations Command
based in Bokpyin in Tanintharyi Region were reportedly killed in the fighting.

Sixteen junta soldiers, including a major and two captains, were captured along with weapons,
according to resistance sources.

Twenty-three other junta soldiers escaped, the groups added.
The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.
Around 18 rifles, a 60mm grenade launcher and other ammunition were seized in the fighting.

KNU spokesman Padoh Saw Taw Nee told The Irrawaddy: “We don’t have details but we can
confirm the ambush. Some junta soldiers were seriously injured. We seized nearly 20 firearms.”

2

The KNU and Nagarni clashed with Light Infantry Battalion 432 on October 13. A junta soldier
was reportedly killed in the clash.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/sixteen-myanmar-regime-troops-captured-in-karen-
state-ambush.html

Burma Army Ransacks Kachin Village In Northern Shan State
16th October 2022

Junta soldiers have looted and then torched people’s homes, eaten their animals and dumped
weedkiller into a pond they use to provide water for their livestock after battles with resistance
forces in northern Shan State.
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“They destroyed everything in our village and took
everything of value from people’s houses,” said a man from
Sin Li Kawng Ra, who was hiding in the jungle with other
residents. He said the soldiers also torched two vehicles and
© three motorbikes

Sin Li Kawng Ra is an ethnic Kachin village of 30 houses
located about 18 miles from Namtu town.

v LTS 5088
According to another local, who also didn’t want to reveal his identity for fear of reprisals, some
animals died after drinking the poisoned pond water in the village in Namtu Township.

The BA has been clashing with the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and the People’s Defence
Force in the township since 24 September, when several junta columns entered the areas
controlled by KIA Brigade 4 (Battalion 8). At the same time, the BA’s command headquarters in
Namtu town has been shelling the resistance groups with artillery and shells have landed in Sin
Li Kawng Ra, Mang Jat and Kon Kayar along the road from Namtu to Mangton.

“They’ve committed human rights violations. We want the world to know what the BA is doing
here,” said the second source. He said soldiers are staying in Mang Jat, preventing residents
from returning to their homes. At the same time, some Ta’ang residents of Kon Kayar have
returned and found that the soldiers haven’t destroyed any of their houses.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/10/16/burma-army-ransacks-kachin-village-in-northern-shan-

state/

Youth Dies After Release By PNO In Southern Shan State
By SHAN - October 16, 2022

The regime-controlled Pa-O National Organisation (PNO) allegedly killed a drug user after
soldiers beat him and two others they’d detained in southern Shan State.

PNO PNA militianmen

According to a friend of the victim, who spoke to SHAN on
condition of anonymity, Thein Kyaw Tun, 23, was unable to walk
when he was released. His ear was cut off, his back was littered
with blows from a stick and his neck was injured from a rope.

Thein Kyaw Tun died on 13 October, four days after his family
paid money to the PNO for his freedom.

The other men, who were also seriously injured, are receiving medical treatment in hospital.
One of them also lost his ear and the other has wounds on his stomach.
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Maj Than Kywe, spokesperson for the PNO, said he wasn’t aware of his soldiers beating the
three villagers from Myoe Soe in Lawksawk Township. ”If my soldiers have done this, they’ll be
punished according to the law,” he said, but doubted that any of his men could be responsible
forit

Following the incident, many youths from Myoe Soe have fled the village, while other locals are
demanding justice over the PNQO’s ill treatment of the three men.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25409

Myanmar Junta and Ethnic Armed Group Trade Accusations Over Fatal Pagoda Shooting
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 October 2022

Myanmar’s military regime and an armed ethnic Karen group have blamed each other for the
fatal shooting of female pilgrims at the base of Kyaik Htee Yoe Golden Rock pagoda in Mon
State last week.

Three Buddhist pilgrims were killed during a firefight between regime troops and a resistance
force at a junta outpost near the temple on Wednesday.

Local people said the fatal shots were fired by junta soldiers after the resistance fighters had
retreated.

The regime blamed the attack on an anti-junta People Defense Force (PDF) allied with the Karen
National Liberation Army’s Brigade 1, the civilian National Unity Government (NUG) and its
parliamentary wing. It said three were killed and 19 injured.

Thahton PDF, a local resistance force, told the BBC Burmese Service they directed fire only at
the soldiers and police in the outpost, before retreating, adding that the pilgrims may have
been hit when the regime forces retaliated. They challenged the junta to release CCTV footage
of the incident.

The Karen National Union (KNU), the political wing of the Karen National Liberation Army
(KNLA), said on Thursday it was investigating whether any of the 24 PDFs under its command
were behind the fatal attack on pilgrims. The attack occurred in an area where KNLA Brigade 1
is active.

On Friday night, the KNU issued a statement that the killings were caused by random fire from
regime forces responding to the PDF’s attack, citing testimony from a resident of Kin Mon
Chaung village, where the attack happened.

On the same night, the regime issued a report on the attack that claimed resistance forces
under the command of the KNLA, NUG and its parliamentary wing were responsible for the
fatalities.
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The regime also said it would also take legal action against The Irrawaddy and BBC Burmese for
reporting that the pilgrims were killed by junta forces.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-and-ethnic-armed-group-trade-
accusations-over-fatal-pagoda-shooting.html

Senior Myanmar Junta Figures Behind Legal Action Against Irrawaddy, BBC
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 October 2022

The Myanmar regime’s No. 2 man, along with an adviser, a minister and pro-regime media
were behind the junta’s decision to take legal action against The Irrawaddy and the BBC
Burmese Service for their reporting on last week’s fatal shooting at the base of Kyaik Htee Yoe
Pagoda in Mon State.

Three Buddhist pilgrims were killed during a firefight between regime troops stationed there
and a resistance force on Wednesday.

The regime accused an anti-regime People’s Defense Force (PDF) group allied with the Karen
National Liberation Army’s Brigade 1, the civilian National Unity Government (NUG) and its
parliamentary wing for the attack. It said three people were killed and 19 injured.

Local people said the incident began when the resistance group attacked a regime outpost at
the site, and the pilgrims were killed when the junta soldiers opened fire in response.

The Irrawaddy reported the incident and the BBC Burmese Service interviewed the local
resistance group, Thaton PDF, which claimed responsibility for the attack on the outpost but
denied opening fire on civilians. The resistance group blamed the junta for the civilian deaths.
Other Myanmar media outlets reported the fatal shooting, too.

On Friday, the regime announced it would take legal action against the news outlets under the
Communications Law, News Media Law and other laws for reporting that security forces
opened fire on pilgrims, contradicting its official account.

“Pessimistic Irrawaddy and BBC news agencies turned a blind eye to the correct information
[which] mentioned security forces opened fire at pilgrims,” the statement said.

Ko Ko Hlaing (left) and Yin Yin Nwe

The Irrawaddy has learned that the junta’s deputy chief,
" Soe Win, took charge of issuing the orders for legal action

to be taken, as junta leader Min Aung Hlaing was in Pyin
\ Oo Lwin at the time.
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The action against The Irrawaddy came after one of the regime’s advisers, Dr. Yin Yin Nwe,
complained about the news outlet’s reporting on the attack on her Facebook page, saying,
“This is Fake News! It contradicts all evidence and eyewitness accounts! It is NUG-PDF who
murdered our Buddhist pilgrims.”

Then, others joined the bandwagon, including regime Minister of International Cooperation Ko
Ko Hlaing. He commented under Yin Yin Nwe’s post: “What [matters] is how to counter their
black propaganda effectively. | think it is crucial and urgent to do that.”

It has been learned that Yin Yin Nwe reported to Soe Win about The Irrawaddy’s story, while
pro-regime media organizations Myanmar Hard Talk and Myanmar National Post complained
to Chief of Military Security Affairs Lieutenant General Ye Win Oo asking him to take action
against the BBC Burmese Service, which has been allowed by the junta to operate inside
Myanmar along with 18 other foreign news agencies.

Since the coup in February 2021, The Irrawaddy, one of the country’s independent news media
outlets, has been targeted by the regime several times for its critical reporting on the junta. Its
website has been banned by the regime.

In March last year, the military regime sued the news outlet under Article 505 (a) for
“disregarding” the armed forces in reporting on the anti-regime protests that were occurring at
the time. The police opened a case against The Irrawaddy as a whole rather than individual
employees, making it the first news outlet to be sued by the regime after the coup.

On two occasions later that year, The Irrawaddy’s office in downtown Yangon was raided by
security forces. No one was arrested during the raids, as The Irrawaddy ceased its operation
inside Myanmar following the coup.

Myanmar has become the world’s second-biggest jailer of journalists since last year’s military
takeover, with more than 140 journalists detained. Over 60 remain behind bars and four
journalists have died in custody.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/senior-myanmar-junta-figures-behind-legal-action-
against-irrawaddy-bbc.html

Myanmar Regime Has No Legitimacy to Hold Election: DPNS Leader
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 October 2022

The Democratic Party for a New Society (DPNS), which opposes military rule in Myanmar,
turned 34 on October 14.

It was established by students in the aftermath of the 1988 pro-democracy uprising and was at
the time the second-biggest political party after the National League for Democracy.
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The DPNS joined pro-democracy protests after last year’s coup, saying it would not cooperate
with the regime.

The party is engaged domestically and internationally to bring down the regime.

It is the only political party involved in the National Unity Consultative Council (NUCC), the
highest-level body of the opposition.

DPNS chairman U Aung Moe Zaw recently talked to The Irrawaddy about how the DPNS has
changed over the last 34 years and how he sees the revolution.

What lessons did you learn from the 2020 general election?

The results of both the 1990 and 2020 general elections were rejected and what’s worse, the
generals took back power.

Unless the military dictatorship is rooted out, to quote [late prominent political prisoner] U Win
Tin, unless the generals are kicked into the Bay of Bengal, our country will remain in deep
water.

Our country will have a healthy future only when the dictatorship is completely wiped out.

The DPNS supported revolutions against the previous and current regimes. What made the
party join elections in the past?

The revolution must continue as long as those people exist. Around 2013 we thought there
were political changes in the country. So we decided to go back into the country, stand as a
political party and work with other stakeholders for a gradual transition.

Our commitment and our political standpoint to continue to bring about changes in the country
never changes and we only changed the way we work to make those changes happen.

But the coup showed that democracy is impossible with the military. We must fight them or
future generations will be in trouble.

What is the DPNS’ policy on the revolution?

What has happened has strengthened the people’s resolve to end military rule. Parents urge
their children to fight.

Ethnic minorities have joined the revolution. Karen, Karenni, Kachin and Rakhine groups are
participating.

The 8888 uprising is a significant event in our history but this is on a wider scale. People now
have political ambitions about how they want to build the country.

The DPNS is the only party involved in the NUCC, the highest-level political body in the
revolution. Why did the DPNS join the NUCC?
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This revolution needs cooperation among various organizations. The Bamar are engaged in
armed revolt across the country. As many groups revolt, it is important to establish links among
them.

There must be a platform like the NUCC that all forces can join. So we joined to continue to
engage in the revolution with all the others.

We want other political organizations and individuals to join. Only when we work and struggle
together will we be able to satisfy the hopes and demands of our people.

The NUCC has been criticized for failing to provide effective policy leadership. What is your
assessment of the NUCC’s leadership?

Some people and organizations had never met each other before they joined the NUCC. There
are ethnic armed organizations, political parties, civil society groups and protesters in the
NUCC.

They vary in age, experience and the way they work.

They have different views and it will take time to discuss political issues. It will take longer than
we expect. But it is good to have a platform.

Our revolution is a long journey.
It will be stronger if we are closer and have greater trust through meetings.

The National Unity Government (NUG) is acting as a parallel administration. How do you assess
the NUG’s leadership during the revolution?

Everything it has done so far is aimed at fulfilling the demands of the people, | assume. We
must work together.

To step up the revolt, it needs to work closely with ethnic armed forces, which are key.

If they have a clear consensus not only about ousting the dictatorship but also about how to
establish a federal union, which everyone is demanding, our revolt will become stronger.

What is the DPNS’ view on the election the regime plans to hold next year?

The regime does not have any legitimacy to hold an election and we must prevent it from doing
so. No one recognizes the regime as legitimate.

Regional countries and the international community do not recognize it either.

But perhaps some countries and international agencies may recognize an election. So we must
stop it happening.

We are obliged to do so.

Page 18 of 70



The regime is trying to climb on the international stage through the ladder of an election. We
must knock it down.

| ask our partner organizations and citizens to stop the regime claiming legitimacy through the
dog’s door. | urge for cooperation to stop this and no governments to recognize any election.

The regime is competing with the NUG to gain legitimacy on the international stage. But China,
the US and other western countries have agreed that Myanmar’s crisis should be settled
through ASEAN. Are you satisfied with the international community’s intervention in Myanmar?

It is wrong to let ASEAN handle Myanmar. Countries like Malaysia support Myanmar’s people
but Cambodia and Laos cooperate with the regime. | can’t accept the US and other countries
asking ASEAN to handle Myanmar. US President Barack Obama visited Myanmar twice after
2010. The US certainly backed the changes that happened.

But it appears to have distanced itself now we are in trouble.

| don’t like the way the international community handles Myanmar.

It provides huge support for Ukraine but asks ASEAN to handle Myanmar.

It should be more serious and do more. Right now we have to work by ourselves.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/myanmar-regime-has-no-legitimacy-to-hold-
election-dpns-leader.html

Myanmar Junta Chief Demands Unity as Secrets Continue to Leak
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 October 2022

In recent visits to Pyin Oo Lwin in Mandalay Region and Mawlamyine in Mon State, Myanmar’s
regime leader Min Aung Hlaing repeatedly called for unity as his personnel continue to leak
confidential information.

On Sunday, Min Aung Hlaing discussed military training with the chief of the general staff and
the heads of the navy and air force and commandants of the defense services academies in Pyin
Oo Lwin where he highlighted the importance of information security.

A sense of urgency was noticeable in his voice.

He called on instructors to make sure trainees have information-security awareness and
warned against the use of harmful online activities.

He then immediately left for Mawlamyine, near the Golden Rock Pagoda, where junta troops
were attacked on October 12, and met officers, other ranks and their families.
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He called for unity within and urged soldiers and their families to keep information safe. He said
“unity within” 14 times, suggesting deep concerns and growing disunity.

His concerns are reasonable. Confidential information about his meetings, troop movements
and his planned trips are leaked to the independent media.

The regime is issuing orders by phone instead of sending telegrams. But information is still
leaking.

Min Aung Hlaing recently canceled trips after details leaked on social media.
Leaks are also frequently costing soldiers’ lives.

Junta spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun in March admitted the armed forces contained
“watermelons”: green on the outside but National League for Democracy red on the inside.

More than 3,000 personnel have deserted since the February 2021 coup, according to People’s
Embrace, a group formed by defectors.

The ranks are also being depleted by daily clashes across the country and the regime is
struggling to recruit both officer cadets and privates.

The regime has been forced to use police and veteran soldiers in combat roles and to raise the
retirement age from 60 to 62.

Min Aung Hlaing’s repeated calls for unity only serve to highlight ever-growing divides.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-chief-demands-unity-as-secrets-
continue-to-leak.html

Anti-Myanmar Regime Alliance Reaches Out to China
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 October 2022

An alliance of pro-democracy forces and ethnic armed organizations in Myanmar has
congratulated Chinese leader Xi Jinping, saying it wants to work with China to restore peace in
the country.

The National Unity Consultative Council (NUCC) said it wanted to work with China for Myanmar
and the region as a bedrock for the building of a community with a shared future.

Formed after the military takeover last year, the NUCC represents hundreds of anti-junta
forces, including the shadow National Unity Government (NUG)’s parliamentary wing, the
Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, ethnic armed organizations, political parties, civil
society bodies and other groups. The goal is to achieve a federal democratic union by building
unity among the forces.
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The message congratulated the Communist Party of China and the Chinese people during the
party’s 20™" National Congress.

“This [bilateral] community is particularly important as the people of Myanmar continue their
own search for a path towards peace and prosperity, which can only be realized once the
military returns to the barracks and a true federal government representing the people can
emerge,” said the NUCC's congratulatory message.

China is a major investor and controls several strategic infrastructure projects in its southern
neighbor, including energy pipelines and a proposed port that would give Beijing vital access to
the Indian Ocean. China also has leverage over some ethnic armed organizations active near the
border.

It is one of the few powerful countries, along with Russia, which has engaged with the regime
since the coup.

Despite its engagement with the junta, China has said it wants to see stability in Myanmar.

The NUG, which commands the loyalty of the vast majority of citizens, has committed itself to
China’s goal of a shared future with Myanmar and repeatedly pushed China to engage with the
civilian administration.

It said if China continues to work with the regime, it will damage its international reputation
and increase hostility from Myanmar’s population.

China has had no official engagement with the NUG.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/anti-myanmar-regime-alliance-reaches-out-to-
china.html

7th Anniversary of Signing the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) held in Nay Pyi Taw

PUBLISHED 16 OCTOBER 2022

The 7th Anniversary of Signing the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement (NCA) was held at the national Reconciliation
and Peacemaking Center in Nay Pyi Taw on October 15.

At the ceremony, Chairman of the National Solidarity and
Peacemaking Central Committee Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services Senior-General Min Aung Hlaing sent a
video message.

On the occasion of the 7th Anniversary of signing the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA),
he urged all those present to make concerted efforts for analyzing the advantages and
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disadvantages of peace and stability based on experiences along our route for ensuring better
essence of NCA, and to organize and lure remnant organizations to sign the NCA as much as
possible so as to post a historical milestone.

National Solidarity and Peacemaking Negotiation Committee Chairman Lt-Gen Yar Pyae spoke
on the occasion. Then, the MC briefed the NCA processes and the event.

Afterwards, those who participated in peace processes and NCA procedures, witnesses of NCA
signing occasions and committee members also gave speeches.

Then, leaders of EAOs who cooperated in peace processes and NCA procedures were presented
with gifts and the ceremony came to a close.

Among the 10 NCA signatories, Chin National Front (CNF) and All Burma Students’ Democratic
Front (ABSDF) delegates didn't attend the event.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/7th-anniversary-of-signing-the-nationwide-ceasefire-
agreement-nca-held-in-nay-pyi-taw

KNU says military council is enemy of federalism and democracy

By Thanlwintimes - October 16, 2022

Mawlamyine, October (16) The KNU retorted that the military leader’s claim that he would
reform the constitution to address ethnic issues was merely lip service and that the military
council was the enemy of federalism and democracy.

On the 7™ anniversary of the signing of the Nationwid Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) on October
15, junta chief General Min Aung Hlaing asserted that the military council and the ethnic groups
will work together to protect the democratic system.

The military leader said that some points in the constitution will be amended so that the ethnic
armed organizations can move towards peace.

The KNU spokesperson, Pado Saw Taw Ni responded to the military leader’s remarks by saying,
“He himself seized power and violated all the agreements. The military council is now the
enemy of both federalism and democracy. He is an illegitimate leader himself. There is no
reason to collaborate with an illegal group as we have frequently expressed. Around 500—-600
conflicts have taken place in our region. How can we move forward democratically?”

“The Karen National Union (KNU) has been actively involved in the peace process since the
signing of the NCA in 2015, but the military has suppressed it. The military council has violated
all agreements and continuously targeted the public after the coup,” Pado Saw Taw Ni added.
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“After destroying the 2008 constitution and taking power, the military leader’s statement that
the constitution will be revised is unacceptable,” he said.

Pado Saw Taw Ni said that the KNU is working hard to overthrow the military council during this
period, and believes that the public will also participate as much as possible.

There are 300,000 to 400,000 people who are fleeing the conflict in the KNU-controlled area,
and the number of IDPs nationwide is up to millions. He said that the council must be
responsible for the suffering of the people fleeing the war.

Political analysts criticized the military leader’s statement that he would amend the
constitution for the ethnic groups, which is only an incentive campaign for his military group to
retain power.

https://thanlwintimes.com/2022/10/16/knu-says-military-council-is-enemy-of-federalism-and-

democracy/
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