PEACE Info (October 14, 2022)

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi Security Chief Jailed by Myanmar Junta

NUG: We Will Defeat Military Regime Within A Year

NUG must “build trust to form more meaningful alliances,” TNLA leader says

How Sagaing is at Forefront of Revolution Against Myanmar’s Junta

Myanmar Junta Suffers Over 20 Casualties in Clashes With Resistance in Two Days

KNU Congress to choose new leadership?

Woman injured by explosion in Myanmar’s Rakhine State

Family of murdered Rohingya teacher calls for investigation

Myanmar Junta Warns Arakan National Party Over Statement on Rakhine Killings

The battle for Moebye

Myanmar representative tells UN that junta has murdered 91 children

More than 200,000 children displaced in three states since Myanmar coup

Myanmar’s Brain Drain Grows Amid Chaos of Life Under Military Rule

Who is Supplying Myanmar Junta with Aviation Fuel?

Chinese-Backed Power Plant Opens in Myanmar’s Rakhine State

Contracts signed for Kyaukpyu SEZ in the past must be made into a win-win situation by
keeping in mind the political sensitivities and mutual negotiations: SAC vice chair

Junta Watch: Coup Leader Gets Chummy With Cadets; Open Door for Russia; and More
Malaysia’s upcoming elections could cost Myanmar’s NUG one of its biggest allies
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Daw Aung San Suu Kyi Security Chief Jailed by Myanmar Junta
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 October 2022

A junta court in Naypyitaw sentenced U Aung Naing Oo, head of security for the ousted civilian
leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, to 10 years imprisonment on Thursday.

According to court sources, he was jailed under the Official Secrets Act as he was found leaking
military information to Ko Jimmy, a well-known 88 Generation leader, who was executed in

July.

U Aung Naing Oo was assigned to watch Daw Aung San Suu Kyi under house arrest during the
previous military regime in the 1990s at her Yangon residence.

Under the ousted civilian government led by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, he was the deputy director
of security at the President’s Office and arranged security for her trips.

He was arrested in October 2021 and has been detained in Naypyitaw prison. He has also been
charged under the Counter-Terrorism Law.

The junta also jailed Cherry Htet, the female bodyguard of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to five years
of imprisonment under incitement charges and police rules. The 30-year-old police second
lieutenant was sent to Yamethin Prison from Naypyitaw’s jail after being handed a second

sentence.

Last July, Ko Zaw Naing Win, an aide to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and deputy director of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, was sentenced to seven years in prison for breach of trust by a civil
servant for joining the Civil Disobedience Movement against the junta.

The regime has sentenced Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to 26 years in prison so far in 14 cases.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/daw-aung-san-suu-kyi-security-chief-jailed-by-

myanmar-junta.html

NUG: We Will Defeat Military Regime Within A Year
By Network Media Group | Friday, October 14, 2022

The National Unity Government (NUG) expects to overthrow the military regime by the end of
2023, pointing out that the armed resistance already has half of the country under control.

On the occasion of the one-year anniversary of the People’s Revolution, NUG spokesperson Nay
Phone Latt said they’re shifting from defensive to offensive tactics and are already drafting a
strategy that will guarantee their success in restoring democracy in Burma.
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Currently, the People’s Defence Forces (PDF) have
seized control of the main roads and many villages in
o2 the Magwe and Sagaing regions, dealing a crushing
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f‘!r‘jﬁ‘l‘j&;’iﬁ _v_/u_@_l “Last year, we laid the necessary groundwork...2023 is
a decisive year for our revolution,” he said, explaining
how they’ll attack the regime through political and economic channels in the country and
abroad. Due to the strength of the people during the “Spring Revolution”, the dictatorship has
been weakened and NUG will fight to the end.

“The people play a crucial role in our strategy to win...We must be united and work hard
together against the military regime. We must overcome the darkness before the dawn
comes.”

Thanks to the relentless attacks by ethnic armed groups and the PDF on the regime’s forces, its

strength has been sapped, said Kyaw Zaw, spokesman for the NUG’s presidential office.

At the same time, cooperation between the resistance groups, which has grown over time, has
increased their overall strength. The population has continued to support the NUG financially to
buy weapons and ammunition for the war, among other things.

“We’ll win this revolution,” he said.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/10/14/21632

NUG must ‘build trust to form more meaningful alliances,” TNLA leader says

The publicly mandated National Unity Government will need to overcome limitations which
prevent greater engagement with ethnic resistance forces, a Ta’ang armed group
representative says

Linn Htin | Published on Oct 14, 2022

Territory across northern Shan State, a region which has been subjected to decades of civil war,
has become further contested since Myanmar’s February 2021 coup.

A range of ethnic armed organisations are active in the region alongside more recently formed
anti-coup resistance groups, as well as occupying forces belonging to the junta. The Palaung
State Liberation Front (PSLF) and its armed wing, the Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA), is
one of the entities operating in the area, in which many ethnic nationalities—including the
Ta’ang—reside.
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TNLA troops in Tanyan Township, northern Shan
State, pictured in early 2022 (STR/ AFP via Getty
Images)

Myanmar Now recently spoke with PSLF secretary
general Gen Tar Bone Kyaw about his perceptions of
the situation on the ground in northern Shan State,
as well as his organisation’s relationships with the
military council, the National Unity Government
(NUG), and other ethnic armed organisations,
including the Restoration Council for Shan State (RCSS) and the Kachin Independence Army
(KIA).

Myanmar Now: In what parts of northern Shan State are most battles taking place between
the TNLA and the Myanmar military?

Tar Bone Kyaw: There are ongoing battles in Kutkai right now and there are also occasional
battles in Kyaukme. However, | haven’t heard anything about any big operations, only some
occasional clashes.

MN: We have seen that the TNLA has been active from Nawngcho (Nawnghkio) in northern
Shan State to neighbouring Pyin Oo Lwin in Mandalay Region. Is the organisation’s presence
in this area part of a TNLA expansion or an offensive against the junta?

TBK: Nawngcho and the road connecting Pyin Oo Lwin and Mogok [in Mandalay] are within the
territory of our Brigade 2. It does not necessarily mean that we are going on the offensive,
provided that we are just operating in our own territory. However, it was much harder for us to
set up a station in that area due to the junta and the RCSS having occupied it. However, we
managed to drive out the RCSS to the eastern shore of the Namtu River after the [February
2021] coup, so we have been able to carry out more operations in the area. That’s all there is to
it.

MN: What is TNLA's relationship with the NUG?

TBK: We don’t have direct collaboration with the NUG yet. | think the NUG has some limitations
regarding this matter, but we still don’t know how it’s going to turn out yet.

MN: The NUG has claimed that it will be collaborating with ‘ethnic allied groups’ to eliminate
the military dictatorship. What is your opinion on this, and is the TNLA part of this alliance?

TBK: We have a relationship with some friends who are working within the NUG. We have been
informed of their plans through separate channels as well. The NUG’s plan this year has
improved a lot strategically in comparison to last year’s plan, immediately after the coup.
However, there are several weaknesses in the way that the NUG approaches the ethnic armed
organisations—they may even have some ‘limitations’ on how they can do that. | think that is
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the reason why some of their approaches have not been as effective as expected. Take our
organisation, for example: we still cannot cooperate with the NUG on military operations. |
think a revolution that is led only by the NUG and a few armed forces will not be one that
encompasses the whole nation, nor one that can take down the dictatorship. | believe there are
real hardships to overcome to succeed.

MN: So you mean to say that there still is not a strong alliance between the TNLA and the
NUG?

TBK: That’s true. We are able to see that the NUG’s leadership in the revolution is very positive
and the NUG’s role is essential in taking down the dictatorship. However, the NUG still needs to
build further trust and develop stronger connections in order to move forward and form more
meaningful alliances.

MN: The RCSS has invited ethnic armed organisations operating in Shan State to meet with
them. What is your response to this?

TBK: We are still monitoring the RCSS’s actions to determine their intentions behind that
statement. Even if we were not at war, the RCSS is an armed force trying to represent the Shan
State public and we are also an organisation doing the same. | think it would be more beneficial
for us to have a meeting rather than going to war.

MN: The KIA, along with the NUG’s People’s Defence Force (PDF), have been fighting against
the junta in territory also claimed by the TNLA. We have heard that there have been civilian
casualties in these clashes. What can you tell us about this?

TBK: Both the KIA and the PDF are attempting to attack junta bases and offices in our territory,
and in carrying out these attacks, the public has suffered a lot. The KIA and the PDF withdraw
once these battles are over, but the damage done to the civilians is permanent. The KIA has not
provided any compensation or explanation for this. We still cannot determine when the battles
might resume, but provided that they withdrew to a place not too far from Manton Township
[in the Palaung Self-Administered Zone, where the clashes took place], | think they will try to
resume their activities.

AA, MNDAA and TNLA troops—members of the
Brotherhood Alliance (Shwe Phee Myay News Agency)

MN: Has the structure of or relationships within the
Brotherhood Alliance—of which the TNLA is a member,
alongside the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance
Army (MNDAA) and the Arakan Army (AA)—changed
since the coup? What can the members expect, amid
increasing clashes with the military?
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TBK: The rainy season is coming to an end and the dry season is on its way, and it is a known
fact that the military typically launches attacks against us during this season. Because of this,
we know quite well how to defend ourselves. We have had to fight some battles even though
we didn’t want to. Take the battles with the military in the AA’s territory, for example. The
three members of the Alliance hold regular meetings, so | am confident that our leaders will be
able to come up with better plans to deal with the current matters. We are currently making
preparations for such meetings as we speak.

The NUG still needs to build further trust and develop stronger connections in order to move
forward and form more meaningful alliances

MN: The military has been attempting to convince some ethnic armed organisations to form
an alliance with them in what may be a way for them to reduce the number of frontlines on
which they are engaged across the country. Have they made such an offer to the TNLA?

TBK: Over the past year since the coup, a delegation from the military led by Gen Yar Pyae [the
junta’s national security advisor] tried to meet with us through China. However, we have not
attended such a meeting.

MN: The members of the Federal Political Negotiations and Consultative Committee, of which
the TNLA is also a member, had a meeting in Panghsang in Wa territory in September. What
matters were discussed during that meeting?

TBK: It was more of a welcoming ceremony for the new generation leaders than an actual
meeting [Editor’s Note: The United Wa State Army has recently appointed younger members
into its leadership]. It wasn’t a political meeting. However, because it was attended by the
people leading the ethnic revolution, they might have discussed some political matters, but it
was not an intentionally political meeting.

TNLA troops (TNLA)

MN: It seems that ethnic armed organisations are
becoming divided between those who are opting
to engage with the military through political talks,
and those who refuse to do so and insist that it
must be obliterated. Where does the TNLA stand?

TBK: It is impossible for a group to hold dialogue
[with the military] without having a strong
revolutionary organisation that can protect its people and territory. It is also impossible to
revolt against the dictatorship with armed resistance alone. Both the NUG and the ethnic
armed forces, as well as everyone taking part in the revolution, must prepare strategically on
both military and political fronts. | believe the leaders will try to do this one step at a time,
transparently.

Page 7 of 81



This interview has been lightly edited for clarity.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/nug-must-build-trust-to-form-more-meaningful-
alliances-tnla-leader-says

How Sagaing is at Forefront of Revolution Against Myanmar’s Junta
By NAYT THIT | 15 October 2022

Daily ambushes and attacks on Myanmar’s regime targets have put Sagaing Region at the
center of the armed revolution against military rule.

Following the 2021 coup, the revolution started in Sagaing when anti-regime protesters took up
improvised firearms and old-fashioned hunting rifles to stop junta troops killing civilians during
a crackdown in Kale, which has a mixed Bamar and Chin population, on March 28 last year.

In March last year, the regime escalated crackdowns, killing hundreds of peaceful
demonstrators across the country, including in Yangon and Mandalay.

By April 2, 2021, a prolonged clash was reported in Yinmabin Township, Sagaing Region, when
residents with improvised weapons fought nearly 100 troops attempting to raid Thapyay Aye
village, where a protest leader lived.

On April 7 last year, residents in Taze Township used slingshots, air guns and improvised
firearms to fight regime forces arriving in seven vehicles to break up a demonstration of tens of
thousands in the town.

At least 11 civilians were killed and more than 25 injured by the regime forces using automatic
firearms and sniper rifles.

Palchaung village in Taze Township, Sagaing
Region, after a junta raid in February. : CJ

Now sprawling Sagaing, which straddles the
central plains and has no experience of armed
rebellion, has become a resistance hub.

= Many resistance groups have acquired
automatic firearms and upgraded improvised weapons and explosives.

They are increasingly attacking army outposts and police stations in the large region.

An estimated 12 troops are being killed daily in raids, mine ambushes and drone attacks. In
upper Sagaing, the Kachin Independence Army is cooperating with resistance groups to attack
regime forces.
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Outside the towns, the junta has lost control. But regime bases and junta-controlled
government departments and offices in towns are increasingly being attacked by urban
resistance groups.

The region has reported the second-highest number of clashes with junta forces after Karen
State, which had reported over 6,000 with the armed wings of the Karen National Union and
their resistance allies by September.

As a restive region, Sagaing has suffered the heaviest regime atrocities with several massacres,
arbitrary killings, arson and artillery attacks on civilian targets, airstrikes and looting and acts of
sexual violence.

Internet and mobile connections have been blocked in several Sagaing townships since last year
and some highways have been destroyed by the regime, stopping food, trade and medical
supplies.

By August 25, an estimated 38,434 houses have been burned down by junta forces across the
country since the coup, according to Data for Myanmar, an independent research group that
monitors the junta.

IMnfiE:lent Map: Number of houses burned down by Myanmar's  Arson attacks in Sagaing Region. / Data for Myanmar
ilitary

Sagaing has suffered the heaviest arson damage with
around 20,153 houses torched by junta forces.
Neighboring Magwe Region, another resistance
stronghold, has lost around 5,418 properties in
regime arson attacks.

By September 26, an estimated 1,017,000 people
across the country have been displaced by conflict
and violence since the coup, according to the United
Nations Children’s Fund (Unicef).

More than half of those displaced are from Sagaing
Region, accounting for 545,200 people, Unicef
reported.

On Saturday, an estimated 12 civilians and 20
resistance fighters were killed by two junta jet
fighters and two Russian-made MI-35 helicopters and foot soldiers during a raid on a people’s
defense force training camp and nearby Nay Pu Kone village in Wetlet Township in Sagaing
Region.

An estimated 13 civilians, including seven children, were killed in Depayin Township in the
region on September 16 when two MI-35 helicopters and soldiers airlifted by helicopters
attacked a school with 200 children at Let Yat Kone village.
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Amid junta atrocities, the resistance forces in Sagaing become more united and relentlessly
attack regime targets.

“We had a chance to enjoy a taste of democracy during the past five years. We know the
country will return to the dark ages under this military dictatorship due to the coup. So we
found firearms to fight back,” Ko Nway Oo, a founder of the Civil Defense and Security
Organization Myaung, which has been fighting the regime in Sagaing since early 2021, told The
Irrawaddy.

He said Sagaing’s residents have come to sympathize with ethnic minorities who have suffered
from military atrocities for many years.

“That is another reason why we are fighting to root out the military dictatorship as we don’t
want other people across the country to suffer under military rule anymore.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/how-sagaing-is-at-forefront-of-revolution-
against-myanmars-junta.html

Myanmar Junta Suffers Over 20 Casualties in Clashes With Resistance in Two Days
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 October 2022

More than 20 Myanmar junta troops were killed or injured in the last two days when People’s
Defense Force groups (PDFs) and ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) attacked regime targets in
Bago, Mandalay and Tanintharyi regions and Chin, Kayah and Karen states.

Meanwhile, around 10 civilians were killed or injured in regime attacks.

The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant attacks by PDFs and EAOs as
well as regime atrocities.

12 junta soldiers killed in PDF ambushes, raid in Bago

Resistance fighters of Bago Region-People’s Defense
Force / Bago Region PDF

At least 12 junta soldiers were killed and many others
injured when PDF groups ambushed a military
detachment and raided a junta camp in Nattalin and
;5--; Taungoo townships in Bago Region on Thursday,
claimed Bago Region-PDF.

Four soldiers were killed and seven others injured when PDF fighters from a PDF battalion of
Tharyarwaddy District, Bago used land mines to ambush a military detachment of 50 soldiers
between two villages in Nattalin Township at 10 a.m. on Thursday.
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Six more regime troops were also killed and eight other forces injured when the military
detachment was hit by mine ambushes by resistance groups on that afternoon, the PDF group
claimed. After the ambushes, the regime forces retreated.

Two regime soldiers were also killed on that afternoon in Taungoo Township, Bago when
Taungoo District PDF raided a camp of 20 regime forces in a village. No PDF casualties were
reported in the ambushes and raid.

Four civilians burned alive by junta soldiers in Magwe

The remains of civilians burned alive by regime forces in
Thilin Township, Magwe Region on Thursday. / YDF-Tilin

The remains of four civilians who had been bound and
burned alive by regime soldiers and Pyu Saw Htee pro-
regime militia members were found in a burned house in
Anout Village in Tilin Township, Magwe Region on Thursday,
said Yaw Defense Force-Tilin.

Regime forces stationed in the village burned some houses
before leaving on Thursday. Six male villagers are also
missing from the village, said YDF-Tilin.

Junta outpost bombarded in Kayah

~wISE A military outpost is bombarded by resistance groups in
Loikaw, Kayah State on Tuesday. / KNDF

The Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF) claimed on Thursday that it and two other
resistance groups managed to bombard the Pon Chaung junta outpost on the border of Loikaw
and Shadaw townships in Kayah State on Tuesday.

The junta outpost has been used to randomly attack nearby areas using heavy explosives.

Regime forces are believed to have been killed or injured when the outpost was directly hit by
explosives fired by resistance forces, said KNDF.

A KNDF video shows the outpost being hit directly by explosives.
Regime forces ambushed with land mines in Mandalay

TGYR-Youth Guerrilla Counter Revolution said on Thursday that it and five other resistance
group used 11 land mines to ambush regime forces stationed at Thargyin Village school in
Ngazun Township, Mandalay Region on Wednesday night while they were patrolling between
two villages.
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Following the ambush, a shootout broke out between the regime forces and the resistance
groups.

At 4:15 a.m. on Thursday, the resistance groups continued to ambush military reinforcements
arriving in the clash area, using 12 additional land mines.

However, military casualties for both ambushes were unknown.
Seven junta troops killed in Tanintharyi

Seven regime forces were killed and four others seriously injured on Wednesday evening when
PDF-Federal Column attacked a military convoy traveling to Dawei from Myeik Township in
Tanintharyi Region, claimed the PDF group.

Amid the PDF’s ambush, the convoy fled without returning fire, the PDF group said.
Two junta soldiers injured by land mines in Karen

Troops of KNLA’s Cobra Column in Karen State. / Cobra
Column

Two regime troops were seriously injured by land
mines planted by the Karen National Liberation Army
(KNLA) on Thursday morning as junta soldiers from
three military battalions were entering the Luukhoe
area in Myawaddy Township, Karen State, said KNLA’s
Cobra Column.

Five civilians including three children injured by junta attack in Karen

® Abomb used by regime forces to attack villages in Hpa-an
Twonship, Karen State on Thursday / KNU

. Two villagers and three children were injured in Hpa-an
Township, Karen State on Wednesday when regime forces in a
military convoy of 10 vehicles randomly opened fire on villages
along the Hpa-an- Zarthapyin highway using both firearms and
heavy explosives without being attacked, said the Karen National
Union (KNU) on Thursday.

In the attack, a school building was also damaged, the KNU said.

Four ethnic Chin resistance fighters killed in Chin State

Four ethnic Chin resistance fighters were killed and another injured during an intense firefight
with a military detachment in Hakha Township, Chin State on Thursday, said Zalen, a local
media outlet.
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A clash broke out between the regime forces and Chin Defense Force groups near a college in
the township on Thursday afternoon.

Military casualties were unknown.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-junta-suffers-over-20-
casualties-in-clashes-with-resistance-in-two-days.html

KNU Congress to choose new leadership?

DVB | October 14, 2022

The Karen National Union (KNU) will elect new
leaders during its upcoming 17th congress. Karen
social organizations and political analysts are
wondering whether new KNU leadership will
replace General Saw Mutu Say Poe and Padoh
Saw Kwe Htoo Win.

“I| personally prefer young leaders who can easily
be active and are open minded, political experts, and can cooperate with others in politics
especially those who are against the dictatorship. We as Karen people hope this congress can
select such leaders. | also desire that at least 30 percent [of the committee] who select new
leaders will be women. | think better changes will occur if the youth participate in decision-
making roles in the administration. However, this does not mean we do not want elders to
participate in leadership anymore. Our old leaders should serve as advisors instead because we
need leaders who have new ideas, visions and enthusiasm to work for the people when we
have been facing many political changes, especially leaders who also have a positive view of
women,” said Naw Ka Ngaw Phaw, the secretary at the Karen Women’s Organization (KWO)
told DVB.

“It is necessary for people to be honest and accurately represent themselves in the election
because the election needs to be free and fair. It can be considered a proper election within a
democratic system if the people’s will be given priority. Another thing to consider is the skills of
the leaders. | think everyone prefers a good leader who stands for the [KNU] organization and
the people. It is very important, but the existing political framework in the organization is not
clearly transparent due to current political changes. It is necessary for leaders and the people to
get closer in this future political journey,” said Saw Hay Soe, a teacher working at a Karen social
impact organization.

The KNU was founded on February 5, 1947 to fight for national equality and self-determination.
Its first chairperson was Saw San Phoe Thin. Since then, only nine others have served as KNU
chairperson. The KNU has 55 Central Permanent Committee members and consists of 14
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ministries, including a Ministry of Defense to defend its communities from the Burma Army,
which continue to use genocidal tactics on the battlefield against ethnic armed organizations
and civilians living alongside them. The KNU has forged alliances with anti-coup forces against
the junta and supports the Spring Revolution against a return to military rule in Burma. It
refused to participate in Min Aung Hlaing’s recent “peace talks” held in Naypyidaw.

https://english.dvb.no/knu-congress-to-choose-new-leadership/

Woman injured by explosion in Myanmar’s Rakhine State

A mine went off outside the woman’s home in Kyauktaw township sending a fragment into her
chest.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.10.14

Members of a local welfare group put the injured woman
in an ambulance after the blast on Oct. 13. Phyu Sin
Metta Social Welfare Association

A 35-year old woman was injured in her home when a
mine exploded just outside a village in Rakhine State,
which has seen an upturn in fighting between junta
forces and the ethnic Arakan Army (AA) in the past four months.

A resident of Kyauktaw township, who declined to be named for safety reasons, said the
blast happened on Thursday night near the fence of the junta’s 9th Military Operations
Command (MOC-9) Headquarters adjacent to Pa Laung village.

“She went downstairs after praying. A mine exploded about 30 feet (9 meters) away from
her but a fragment hit her right in the chest,” said the local, adding that the cause of the
blast is still unknown.

The injured woman was taken to Kyauktaw Hospital for treatment, residents said.

Fighting between junta forces and the AA intensified in July after a two-year lull. A total of
11 civilians were killed and 38 injured due to mines and artillery blasts since then, according
to data compiled by RFA.

Kyauktaw township residents have borne much of the brunt of civilian casualties caused by
the resumed hostilities. On Sept. 21, four members of the same family were injured in
shelling by MOC-9 in Na Ga Yar village. Four days later, a seven-year-old child was killed and
a man was injured when shells hit the same village.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/rakhine-mine-blast-10142022045909.html|
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Family of murdered Rohingya teacher calls for investigation

Both the military and the Arakan Army have been accused of carrying out the killing amid
tensions in northern Rakhine State’s Buthidaung Township

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Oct 14, 2022

Rohingya teacher Shekul Islam was murdered by
unknown assailants on October 8 (Supplied)

Relatives of a Rohingya man who was murdered in

northern Rakhine State’s Buthidaung Township last
week say they expect to see a full and transparent

investigation into his death.

The victim, 48-year-old volunteer teacher Shekul
Islam, was shot dead by unknown assailants near his
home village of Gutapyin on Sunday, according to his niece, US-based activist Wai Wai Nu.

“They shot at him from some bushes along the side of the road. After the first two shots, he got
off of his motorcycle and dropped to the ground. He stayed there for some time, until he
thought the shooters were gone. But when he got up, they shot him dead,” she said.

She said the incident occurred while Shekul Islam was leaving his home after returning to feed
his animals. Gutapyin has been largely deserted since late last month following clashes in the
area between the military and the Arakan Army (AA).

Rohingya teacher Shekul Islam was murdered by unknown
assailants on October 8 (Supplied)

According to Wai Wai Nu, locals say they believe the AA was
responsible for the killing. The group has had troops stationed near
Gutapyin since last month’s fighting, while junta forces have
occupied the village itself.

The military reportedly took the victim’s wife in for questioning on
the evening after the murder, while the AA did the same with his
nephew and mother-in-law.

“Personally, | believe what the villagers say. | think it was the AA
that did it. | just want their organisation to conduct a thorough and transparent investigation
and for the truth to prevail,” said Wai Wai Nu.

Myanmar Now attempted to reach AA spokesperson Khaing Thukha for comment on the
accusations that the group was involved in the murder, but all calls went unanswered.
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According to Arakan Princess Media, a news outlet close to the AA, Shekul Islam was killed by
junta soldiers from Light Infantry Battalion 210 based at Gutapyin’s school and mosque.

The AA has also released statements in recent months warning that the military might attempt
to incite religious and racial conflict in northern Rakhine State amid growing tensions between
junta and AA forces.

Shekul Islam, who had a masters degree in physics, had previously been targeted by Myanmar’s
military in 2016, when he was arrested, tortured, and sent to Buthidaung Prison, from which he
was released 15 months later.

In 2018, the Associated Press reported that it had confirmed the existence of five mass graves
in Gutarpyin following an investigation into alleged atrocities against Rohingya civilians
committed as part of the military’s “clearance operations” in northern Rakhine the year before.
Many of the bodies found in the graves were disfigured with acid to prevent identification.

According to Nay Myo Thet, an army captain who defected from the military in January of this
year, a court martial held to try those responsible for the massacre was merely a
“performance” to hide the military’s crimes.

“The Judge Advocate General ... fabricated incidents as the military wanted... and got rid of the
evidence of the acts of terrorism the military committed,” he said, speaking to Myanmar Now
in April about his own involvement in the operations.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/family-of-murdered-rohingya-teacher-calls-for-
investigation

Myanmar Junta Warns Arakan National Party Over Statement on Rakhine Killings
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 October 2022

The junta’s Union Election Commission (UEC) has issued a warning to the Arakan National Party
(ANP) following its statement condemning the regime for deadly artillery attacks on villages in
Rakhine State.

The ANP, which is based in Rakhine, issued a statement on September 29 slamming regime
troops for artillery attacks that resulted in civilian deaths and injuries as well as damage to
homes. The statement also urged the warring groups to stop targeting residential areas.

Three villagers including a four-year-old boy in Kin Seik Village were killed when the junta’s
Light Infantry Battalion Nos. 377 and 540, based in Mrauk-U town, fired around 30 shells
toward the village following a skirmish with the Arakan Army (AA) near neighboring Lekka
village in late August. Several other villagers were injured in the bombardment.
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In late October, two seven-year-olds were killed in Kyauktaw and Buthidaung townships when
junta forces fired mortar shells without apparent reason.

The unofficial ceasefire observed by the Myanmar military and the AA ahead of 2020 November
election, after two years of intense fighting, has now collapsed entirely amid months of fighting
in Rakhine and neighboring Chin State’s Paletwa Township.

Clashes have been reported in Kyauktaw, Ponnagyun, Mrauk-U and Rathedaung townships.
Junta shelling also injured two children and damaged houses in Maung Swe Village, Mrauk-U on
September 29.

Meanwhile four civilians were injured and six houses were damaged when junta forces shelled
Sekka Yay Village, Minbya on September 27.

Following their statement condemning the attacks, ANP officials were summoned to the
electoral body’s office in Naypyitaw on Wednesday and warned to abide by party registration
laws.

“The UEC said we failed to follow certain provisions in the Political Parties Registration Law, and
that our statement was one-sided. We explained that we, as a political party, feel obliged to
speak out when our people suffer, which is why we issued the statement,” said ANP chair U Tha
Tun Hla.

The regime election commission warned ANP officials to abide by existing laws and rules in any
future statements it makes about the fighting in Rakhine, he added.

“We will issue statements as necessary for the interests of the people, though they may result
in different views and disputes,” said the ANP chair.

The regime last month ordered local and international NGOs to halt humanitarian aid
operations in six townships amid rising military tension in the region. It has also denied locals
access to roads and waterways in several parts of the state, including those unaffected by
fighting.

The blockade of land and water routes threatens the livelihoods of local people, said the ANP
statement.

It also called on the regime to lift its travel ban on aid agencies providing humanitarian aid to
internally displaced people in Rakhine.

Prices have soared as locals face food shortages following the junta’s blockade of routes in
northern Rakhine including Buthidaung and Maungdaw.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-warns-arakan-national-party-over-
statement-on-rakhine-killings.html
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The battle for Moebye
OCTOBER 14, 2022 | By FRONTIER

Weeks of fierce fighting erupted last month in the strategic southern Shan town of Moebye,
resulting in an uneasy stalemate between the Tatmadaw and a coalition of resistance fighters.

~

People's Defence Force fighters return to camp after
battles on the outskirts of Moebye on the Shan-Kayah
border. (Mar Naw | Frontier)

On the full moon day of Thadingyut, October 9, People’s
Defence Force fighters gathered for a traditional
ceremony at a village near Moebye, a town in southern
Shan State’s Pekon Township close to the border with
Kayah State.

Seven elders from seven nearby villages intoned prayers and tied pieces of cotton thread to the
men’s wrists, in a ritual that the Karenni believe will provide protection from harm.

In the past, these ceremonies were held to secure better crop yields or prevent drought or
epidemics. However, since the coup they’ve been performed to “protect and strengthen the
morale of the defence forces fighting in the revolution,” said a resident of Moebye, whose
population of almost 30,000 people is, like neighbouring Kayah, majority Karenni.

The prayers are usually offered in churches belonging to the largely Christian Karenni
community, but due to continuous heavy fighting in and around Moebye, the ceremonies have
been relocated to PDF bases and internally displaced people’s camps.

Since the February 2021 military coup, resistance groups have regularly fought with the
Tatmadaw for control of Moebye. The town is strategically located on a major supply route to
the Kayah capital Loikaw, 25 kilometres to the southeast, and occupies a mountainous area
crucial to the defence of Nay Pyi Taw, 200km to the west. However, up until last month, most
clashes were short-lived and sometimes lasted for little more than an hour.

That changed on September 8, when PDF sources say about 400 Tatmadaw soldiers advanced
on Moebye from the south under the cover of artillery fire, in an apparent effort to flush out
resistance fighters in the town. This lighting advance sparked several weeks of almost
continuous fighting, in which a coalition of resistance groups denied the Tatmadaw full control
of the town and prompted it to partially evacuate its troops.

Moebye PDF fighter Ko Saw claimed the Tatmadaw’s initial assault was a failure. Although its
heavy weapons fire destroyed a church and several houses in the town, “residents quickly fled
from harm and PDFs were well prepared to defend [Moebye]”, he said, referring to the
combined forces of the Moebye PDF, Karenni Army, Karenni Nationalities Defence Force,
Karenni Revolution Union and United Resistance Force.
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“Some of our comrades were injured but there were no fatalities,” Ko Saw said of the eight-
hour battle. He credited the lack of civilian deaths to “local people’s experience of war”,
meaning they had learnt how to evade danger. Frontier phoned the junta’s Ministry of
Information, where an official referred questions about the Moebye conflict to the deputy
minister, Major-General Zaw Min Tun, who didn’t respond. Further attempts to get comment
from the ministry were unsuccessful.

Young resistance fighters stop to smoke cigarettes
during battles with the Tatmadaw in Moebye. (Mar Naw
| Frontier)

A town in flames

After PDFs posted images on social media of dead
Tatmadaw soldiers and weapons seized from the
September 8 battle, Tatmadaw sympathisers issued calls
on their Telegram channels for the Karenni resistance to be annihilated.

The following day, resistance fighters say the Tatmadaw force returned with more than 100
extra soldiers and greater firepower. “They carried out airstrikes, fired heavy weapons
continuously and entered Moebye in tanks,” a spokesperson for Moebye PDF told Frontier.

The spokesperson, who asked not to be named, said the combined air and ground assault
represented a serious escalation in the Tatmadaw’s attempts to secure the town. “It seems the
military has changed its offensive strategy,” he said. “It’s clearly focused on the Karenni region
and is working to crush it.”

The spokesperson said that in the face of such overwhelming force, resistance groups withdrew
but continued to harry the occupying soldiers. “We have to use these guerrilla tactics because
we don’t have enough weapons and manpower to confront them directly,” he said.

“Many houses in the town were hit by heavy weapon fire and burnt down that night because
the fighting was so severe,” said Moebye resident Meeta Khu, who had fled the town and
recalls watching from a distance as huge plumes of smoke rose into the sky.

He would learn four days later that his home had not been spared. “A PDF fighter who returned
from the town on September 13 told me my house had caught fire,” said Meeta Khu, who is
living in an IDP camp near Moebye.

Over the following week, Tatmadaw troops garrisoned themselves in school and religious
compounds across the town. However, these soldiers were largely unable to leave these
redoubts, according to PDF sources, because of continuous fire from a growing coalition of
resistance groups from southern Shan and Kayah states.

This prompted the Tatmadaw to adopt more brutal tactics. “On September 19, the army
captured more than 100 residents and held them at two monasteries, using them as human
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shields,” said the Moebye PDF spokesperson, adding that two resistance fighters were killed
and three were wounded that day.

“The junta forces were trapped in Moebye, so they had to take residents hostage to protect
themselves,” said Khu Khu, a fighter with the Moebye PDF. “However, our coalition forces were
able to rescue the detained residents on September 23.”

Khu Khu was referring to a partial evacuation on that date of most of the Tatmadaw force
under heavy artillery fire, leaving about 100 soldiers in the schools and religious compounds. He
said the retreating soldiers tried to take their civilian captives with them, so they could continue
to use them as human shields. However, with PDFs in pursuit, the soldiers soon dropped them
so they could more quickly flee from the town.

This pursuit of the retreating soldiers was not without cost, though. Three Moebye PDF fighters
were captured and their bodies were found at the bottom of a 35-foot well six days later, said
the Moebye PDF spokesperson.

“With the help of local people we recovered their remains and gave our soldiers a proper
burial,” the spokesperson said.

An examination of their bodies suggested that two had been killed instantly by gunfire and the
other had bled to death from a bullet wound to his right thigh.

An injured man is carried behind the lines to be treated
during running battles between the Tatmadaw and allied
resistance groups in Moebye. (Mar Naw | Frontier)

A revolution of all classes

A photojournalist using the pseudonym Ko Kyaw San, who
has been covering the conflict in the area since late July,
said the fighting peaked between September 27 and 29.

“On September 27, | didn’t have time to take photos because | was helping to move injured
fighters ... The fighting was intense, with heavy gunfire lasting into the night,” Kyaw San
told Frontier.

He was embedded with medical teams away from the front line but this did not spare him from
danger. “We experienced heavy weapons fire near the area where injured fighters were being
treated,” Kyaw San said.

What surprised him most, however, was the calm way Moebye residents fled their homes and
returned after the shooting had stopped.

“The more the local people experience fighting, the more they know when it’s likely to happen
and how to avoid it. As soon as the fighting cools down, they return to their homes and
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continue to support the revolution with enthusiasm,” he said, referring to their willingness to
keep providing food and funds to PDFs, despite the costs of the conflict.

“Because of the enthusiasm and participation of the local people, there’s a feeling that the
Karenni region will become the first liberated area in the revolution,” Kyaw San said, referring
to Moebye as well as Kayah, where many of the same resistance groups operate.

He said covering the fighting had also given him huge respect for the medical teams attached to
PDFs, which include doctors who left their government jobs to join the Civil Disobedience
Movement after the coup.

Kyaw recalled that when a PDF soldier was hit in the head by shrapnel, “a medical team quickly
set up a temporary operating theatre [close to the fighting] and CDM doctors operated on the
injured soldier. | will never forget that scene. We are fighting a revolution that involves all
classes,” Kyaw San said.

The fighting in the town ended on October 2, but with Tatmadaw soldiers still occupying parts
of Moebye, tensions remain high and most of the town’s residents are staying in IDP camps.
Clashes still erupt in nearby rural areas, and the Moebye PDF has advised residents to avoid
using the main roads to Nay Pyi Taw and Loikaw and to shelter in a safe place.

PDF sources say the fighting from September 8 to October 1 claimed the lives of about 80
Tatmadaw soldiers and nine resistance fighters, while six civilians were killed and 13 injured,
including three children aged under 10.

The Tatmadaw does not publish its own casualty figures and attempts to contact it for
comment were unsuccessful.

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/battle-for-moebye/

Myanmar representative tells UN that junta has murdered 91 children

By Mizzima |

Since the February 2021 coup the Myanmar junta has
murdered 91 children under the age of 14, said Ambassador
Kyaw Moe Tun, the Permanent Representative of the
Republic of the Union of Myanmar to the United Nations.

He made the comment on 10 October during a discussion
on children's rights in the third committee of the 77th
session of the UN General Assembly.
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U Kyaw Moe Tun added that as of 7 October this year 2,338 civilians have been brutally killed
by the Military Council junta. Of those 91 were children under 14 and 209 were between the
ages of 15 and 19.

He said that children in Myanmar are the main targets of the terrorist acts carried out by the
Myanmar military.

He also highlighted the lack of such protection for children in Myanmar and the need for
guarantees that children can fully enjoy their human rights without suffering oppression or
being violated.

U Kyaw Moe Tun highlighted some recent examples of the junta murdering children. He said:
“Children were killed when the Myanmar military bombed the school in Le Yet Kone village,
Sagaing Region, and did not allow their bodies to be taken back [by their relatives]. Teachers
and some children with injuries were also detained. Also, a three-year-old and a three-month-
old were sentenced to three years in prison along with their mother and grandmother.”

He asked: “l would like to question why the UN did not intervene in these incidents and decided
to remain silent.”

He concluded his speech by saying that whenever the world community postpones taking
action against the Myanmar junta, children sacrifice their lives and freedoms.

https://mizzima.com/article/myanmar-representative-tells-un-junta-has-murdered-91-children

More than 200,000 children displaced in three states since Myanmar coup
Kids risk being used as human shields, forced to labor and sex trafficking while on the run.
By Soe San Aung for RFA Burmese | 2022.10.13

Myanmar refugee children, who fled a surge in violence
as the military cracks down on rebel groups in February
2022, cook at a camp near the Myanmar-Thailand
border in Kayin state. AFP

More than 200,000 children have been displaced by
fighting in Myanmar’s war-torn states of Kayin, Kayah
and Rakhine since the military took control of the
country in a February 2021 coup, according to data
compiled by rights groups, NGOs, and anti-junta forces.

Beyond the psychological trauma they experience, children are vulnerable to military
airstrikes and at risk of capture by junta troops, who press them into forced labor, use them
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as human shields and sell them as sex slaves to human trafficking rings, the Karen Human
Rights Group, or KHRG, said in a report released Tuesday.

Pregnant women and babies are also caught up in the conflict. “Pregnant women fleeing the
war have no choice but to give birth in caves in the forest, unsheltered from the elements
out in the open, or along riverbanks,” said Saw Nanda Soo, a spokesperson for the group.

“Since they are on the run, they are entirely deprived of health care and supplies such as
diapers, baby formula and medicine,” she said.

All told, the fighting between junta military forces and various rebel groups has created
more than 350,000 people who are internally displaced, more than half of them under the
age of 18, the group said. And of those minors, more than half are girls.

The vast majority of the displaced children, or about 175,000 of them, have fled their homes
in Kayin state, which borders Thailand in southeastern Myanmar, the KHRG report said. Aid
groups said that a combined 50,000 children have been displaced in Kayah, just north of
Kayin state, and in Rakhine, in the west, near Bangladesh.

No concrete numbers have been provided for the number of children displaced since the
coup in Sagaing region in the northwest, which has seen some of the worst fighting between
the military and anti-junta groups. The United Nations recently announced that at least
500,000 people have fled conflict in Sagaing in the past 20 months.

‘Running and Learning’

A member of the Kayah State Basic Education Teachers Union told RFA that more than
30,000 children have become displaced in the region since the military takeover, and are
forced to study in makeshift camps or while sheltering in the jungle.

“Artillery shells hit us every day and you never know when another one will come,” the
union member said.

“Our children were denied [proper] education for an entire year due to COVID-19 [school
closures] and then another because of the [insecurity following the] coup. We can’t just stop
learning, so we must teach them on the run.”

The union member said that they are constantly on the move, and when they reach
somewhere deemed temporarily safe, they resume teaching. “We’re stuck in a cycle of
running and learning.”

In the western state of Rakhine, the rebel group Arakan Army reports similar numbers. In
just the past two months, at least 20,000 children have become displaced since fighting
resumed with the military after a two-year lull. That’s on top of the 82,000 children who had
already been driven from their homes.
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The rebel group said that the internally displaced people in Rakhine are housed in more than
150 different camps, where some 10,000 children attempt to continue their studies despite

the regional violence.

| Two refugee children are seen in Taungoo, Bago region,
Myanmar, on Sept. 25, 2022. Credit: RFA

‘Biggest loss in our children’s education’

Zaw Zaw Tun, a humanitarian volunteer in Rakhine,
said the junta soldiers fire artillery into their villages
and then sweep into the villages, arresting residents.
“Many of us are constantly on the run due to regional insecurity, rather than any specific
battle,” the volunteer said.

“The biggest loss is our children’s education. Meanwhile, food is scarce and we are dealing
with health issues such as the seasonal flu now that it is turning to winter.”

Regional support groups say it has become increasingly difficult to gather accurate statistics
for the number of people displaced by fighting throughout the country since the coup
because the junta is actively blocking international humanitarian groups from assisting them.

The junta has yet to respond to reports of the scale of displaced children and the risks they
face while on the run.

On Oct. 10, Kyaw Moe Tun, Myanmar’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations,
told the U.N. General Assembly that since the coup, the junta has killed at least 2,338
civilians, including 91 children under the age of 14 and 209 children between the ages of 15
and 18.

He said that children in Myanmar have been particularly affected by the conflict under
military rule and are regularly deprived of their rights.

According to data from the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, or UNHCR,
there are 89 million refugees worldwide, 36 million of whom are children. In Myanmar, the
refugee agency said, at least 1.3 million children have been displaced since the coup,
compared to around 300,000 beforehand.

Meanwhile, in the central Bago region, 2,000 people have fled the conflict between the
military and Karen National Union (KNU) since this February.

The physical and mental health of those who are displaced are rapidly deteriorating, said
Saw Maung Maung, a volunteer in Taungoo, adding that aid groups are facing shortages as
donations dry up. “The donors are running out of patience,” he said.
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“There is a scarcity of food and other necessities needed for the refugees. We are in a
difficult situation and have had to find ways to connect with other organizations to meet our
long-term needs,” he said.

Saw Htoo Htoo, a displaced 9-year-old in Taungoo, said he was forced to flee his village in
Kyaukkyi and take shelter in the jungle for about a week after “fighter jets roared overhead,
shooting at us repeatedly.”

“l was barefoot from the start... In the rain, | was nearly eaten alive by the mosquitoes ...
Soldiers were always hunting us as we ran and we were constantly shaking with fear,” he
said. “We had to run for our lives, but at least now we are more secure in Taungoo and can
even enjoy playing with each other.”

Translated by Myo Min Aung. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/children-10132022210818.html|

Myanmar’s Brain Drain Grows Amid Chaos of Life Under Military Rule
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 14 October 2022

Military rule in Myanmar is taking a toll on every front — from people’s day-to-day lives to their
safety to their future.

To escape the deteriorating situation at home, young and middle-aged educated citizens from
the middle and upper classes are now leaving the country in increasing numbers.

Many have fled abroad in search of career opportunities, better futures for their children, or
simply safer living conditions.

But their varied reasons for leaving their homeland are dominated by a single impulse: They no
longer want to live under a military dictatorship.

The new emigrants are heading to many different places overseas — some are crossing oceans
and continents while others are seeking refuge in neighboring countries.

Ma San San is among them.

The Yangon native first thought about leaving the country in June, then spent July planning her
departure before moving abroad with her two children one month later.

Previously, she had been among the many citizens waiting for stability and peace to return after
the coup last year. But she waited in vain for more than a year.
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Ma San San is a fashion designer who makes dresses for special events. But her career came to
a halt after the coup as events and shows dried up. She and her 8-year-old twins were left
completely dependent on her husband’s income as a seaman.

“I waited over one year, which was enough. It was time to think about the education of my
children. Finally, my husband and | decided to move to Thailand so our children could study
here,” said San San, who now lives in Chiang Mai on a guardian visa.

Like many Myanmar parents, she was expecting to send her children to public school amid high
expectations of educational reforms made by the National League for Democracy (NLD)
government led by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

But the dreams of millions in Myanmar were shattered when the military staged a coup on
February 1 last year.

Among people fleeing the country are educated professionals who are at no immediate risk
from the political turmoil. Many have headed to neighboring countries like Thailand, Singapore
and Malaysia while others have found new homes farther afield in Australia, the United
Kingdom and the United States.

As a founder of a startup in Myanmar, U Myo wanted to leave the country even before the
coup, frustrated by economic reforms passed by the NLD government during its first term.

But he waited, hoping that the NLD would bring economic improvement in its second term
after winning the 2020 general election. The coup following the election shocked him and
destroyed those expectations.

“My main reasons for leaving my country are that we no longer have a safe environment, the
economy is bad, and my children’s education has become uncertain”, explained U Myo.

He and his family left the country in June for Thailand after eight months spent planning their
departure.

Before the coup, Ma Thin Thin and her husband ran a company in the food and digital
marketing sector. However, business has slowed in the general economic downturn since the
military takeover. With a child in kindergarten, the couple decided to move the family and their
business to Singapore.

They left in February but are still offering services in Myanmar remotely, while also launching a
new digital marketing operation in Singapore.

Ma Thin Thin said they will only return when it is safe to do so. And there was no chance of
returning while cities are being patrolled by military trucks.

“l don’t want my child to experience the same thing as | did,” she said, referring to her
childhood under the previous military regime.
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Ma Cho Cho, a former project coordinator for a Yangon community development NGO, found
herself jobless after funds from international donors dried up following the coup.

Not wanting to join another NGO or live in Myanmar under military dictatorship, she applied for
and was granted a scholarship at Chiang Mai University.

After moving to Chiang Mai in December last year, she got the idea to open a café or restaurant
where Myanmar expatriates could gather.

She invested all her savings in the plan and was finally able to open a Burmese restaurant and
store selling authentic Myanmar culinary and products. She requested that her business not be
named over concerns for her safety.

“l have settled down here in Chiang Mai. But | feel sorrow for my home country, so my friends
and | are trying our best to help those who fleeing risks and threats in Myanmar. Among them
is a young medical doctor who is washing dishes at a restaurant,” she said.

Although no precise figures exist for the exodus of these middle-class professionals, Myanmar
expats who have lived in Thailand for decades report a growing number of arrivals from
Myanmar.

U John is a Myanmar businessman who has lived in Chiang Mai for 28 years. He used to run a
tour business, catering to visitors from his home country. But political and economic turmaoil
after the coup forced him to switch to the real estate business last year.

He explained that most Myanmar citizens now arriving in Chiang Mai via official routes are
young people seeking education and career opportunities, or families with regular foreign
income who want to live in peace.

The flow of arrivals began rising in March this year, said U John, fed by middle- and upper-class
scholarship holders who are also working in Thailand to fund their studies.

Low-rent condo apartments costing between 3,000 and 7,000 baht per month are doing brisk
business, while wealthier Myanmar expats are taking bungalows and two-story houses for over
10,000 baht per month, according to real estate sources in Chiang Mai.

Myanmar expatriates who can afford it are also buying condo apartments and townhouses.

Elsewhere, the capital Bangkok is also seeing an influx of Myanmar citizens arriving with plans
to settle for the short or long term.

“Before 2021, | was seeing only about three Myanmar people per week seeking to rent in areas
around Chiang Mai University. But this year, | am helping at least five to seven per week,” said
Ma Yamone, a real estate agent in Chiang Mai.
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As a Myanmar programmer for a Singapore-based software enterprise, Ko Phyo was used to
working from home when the COVID-19 pandemic hit. His work was only disrupted a year later
when Commander-in-Chief Min Aung Hlaing launched a military takeover.

“After the coup, | joined the street protests at times. But then, with tragedies occurring daily, |
was no longer able to concentrate on my work at all. | was depressed and couldn’t control my
emotions,” Ko Phyo recalled.

He has also encountered major obstacles to his working life since the coup, including unstable
internet and regular power blackouts hitting even Yangon, the country’s commercial capital.

After a year of disruption, he and his programmer wife left the country for Bangkok this July.

The couple are on a three-month tourist visa, which they hope to upgrade to an extendable six-
month education visa.

They are also trying to get their parents out of the country over concerns about the healthcare
situation in Myanmar.

Ko Phyo has decided not to return home for at least five years.

“Even if stability is restored in the country, the economy will remain collapsed. Human
resources could also be destroyed and everything will need at least half a decade or more to
restore.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-brain-drain-grows-amid-chaos-of-life-
under-military-rule.html

Who is Supplying Myanmar Junta with Aviation Fuel?
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 October 2022

Puma Energy, the main supplier of aviation fuel in Myanmar, announced on October 5 that it
had sold its operations in the country to a locally owned company.

The midstream and retail arm of Switzerland’s Trafigura said in a statement it had signed a deal
to sell its stake in Puma Energy Asia Sun (PEAS) and its minority share in National Energy Puma
Aviation Services (NEPAS) to a locally owned private company, without naming the buyer.

Puma Energy is thought to have sold its stakes to its partner, Asian Sun Energy (ASE). The two
firms established PEAS in 2014 to import and supply aviation fuel in Myanmar. The joint
venture built Myanmar’s largest fuel storage terminal, with a capacity of 91,000m3, at Thilawa
Port in Yangon. The US$100-million port opened in 2017.

Puma had owned 80 percent of the joint venture, with the ASE holding the remaining 20
percent.
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ASE has been blacklisted by the parallel National Unity Government for supplying aviation fuel
for junta aircraft which the regime uses to carry out air raids on civilians.

Following the military coup in February 2021, Puma initially suspended operations in Myanmar
but later resumed distribution for civilian purposes.

“It has now sold its stake to exit Myanmar. It appears that it can only sell its stakes to ASE
because it may need ASE’s approval to sell its stakes to a third company,” a source from a
Yangon-based fuel company told The Irrawaddy.

While telecom companies that have pulled out of Myanmar are entirely foreign-owned, PEAS is
a joint venture between a foreign firm and a local company, and it is therefore likely that Puma
has sold its stakes to its partner, he added.

The Irrawaddy was unable to reach ASE for comment.

ASE was established in 2013 by businessman U Win Kyaw Kyaw Aung, who returned to
Myanmar after studying abroad when U Thein Sein’s quasi-civilian government was inviting
foreign investment. The company engages in logistics and fuel importation and distribution.

Its two other directors are Daw Kyu Kyu Myint and Daw Tharaphi Hla Myo.

U Win Kyaw Kyaw Aung lived mainly in Singapore before he returned to Myanmar. Less than
one year after his return, he managed to partner with an international energy firm, Puma, while
also obtaining a 50-year lease from the state-owned Myanmar Port Authority for the land to
build the fuel storage terminal at Thilawa Port.

U Win Kyaw Kyaw Aung reportedly has close ties with regime crony and Ayeyar Hinthar co-
owner U Zaw Win Shein and others who have won tenders from the Myanmar military’s
Directorate of Procurement, a businessman with knowledge of the matter told The Irrawaddy
on condition of anonymity.

“When it entered the Myanmar market, Puma chose him for fear that it might end up
partnering with sanctioned companies. But [ASE] is close to the military. Today, generals do not
invest in businesses run by cronies. They do any business they like by hiring frontmen,” said the
businessman.

The fact that U Win Kyaw Kyaw, 38, has a low profile in business circles also makes him an ideal
frontman for the generals.

In 2017, a Singapore court found U Win Kyaw Kyaw Aung, then 33, a Myanmar national with
permanent residency in Singapore, guilty of hiring hitmen to kill a man suspected of adultery
with his wife in 2015. The suspect fled before it could be ascertained whether he was the same
man who had established ASE.
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ASE has also acquired Puma’s minority share in NEPAS, sources told The Irrawaddy. NEPAS is a
joint venture between Puma Energy and the state-owned Myanmar Petroleum Products
Enterprise under the junta’s Ministry of Energy. It supplies aviation fuel as well as bitumen to
10 domestic airports including Yangon International Airport.

However, one source claimed that Puma’s stake in NEPAS has been acquired by 24 Petroleum.
A subsidiary of 24 Hour Group, 24 Petroleum, was established in early 2021 before the coup to
supply Jet A-1 fuel as well as gasoline and diesel.

Owned by U Aung Aung Zaw, 24 Hour Group bought Air KBZ and Myanmar Airways
International from Kanbawza Group in late 2018.

“International airlines do not refuel here. The domestic aviation fuel market only supplies the
military and domestic airlines, so only companies close to military will buy the stakes,” said the
source, a businessman with knowledge of the matter.

The Irrawaddy could not obtain comment from managing directors of the Myanmar Petroleum
Product Enterprise (MPPE) and Myanmar Petrochemical Enterprise under the Energy Ministry
to confirm the purchase.

In August, Myanmar’s junta reconstituted a national coordination committee with the stated
aim of importing, storing and distributing aviation fuel in line with international norms.

The 15-member committee consists of directors-general from the ministries of Energy,
Transport and Communications, and Planning and Finances, the assistant quarter-master
general, and chiefs of the flag carrier Myanmar National Airlines and private airlines including
Air Thanlwin, Myanmar Airways International, Yangon Aerodrome Co, and Golden Myanmar
Airline.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/who-is-supplying-myanmar-junta-with-aviation-
fuel.html

Chinese-Backed Power Plant Opens in Myanmar’s Rakhine State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 October 2022

A Chinese-backed power plant that forms an important part of the China-Myanmar Economic
Corridor (CMEC) scheme in Myanmar’s western Rakhine State opened this week, signaling that
Beijing is moving forward with its projects in post-coup, conflict-torn Myanmar.

The USS$180-million, gas-fired 135-MW power plant in the Kyaukphyu Special Economic Zone
(SEZ) was opened on Monday by Chinese Ambassador to Myanmar Chen Hai and the regime’s
deputy minister for electric power, Dr. Aung Zeya, according to Myanmar state-owned media.
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The project was developed by Kyauk Phyu Electric Power Co. Ltd., a joint venture between
Chinese state-owned firm Power China Resources and Myanmar’s Supreme Group.

China is a major investor in Myanmar, and has placed importance on projects that will give it
access to the Indian Ocean. A crucial part of Beijing’s Belt and Road Initiative, the estimated
1,700-km-long CMEC will connect Kunming, the capital of Yunnan Province in southwest China,
with Myanmar’s major economic hubs—linking first with Mandalay in central Myanmar, then
forking east to Yangon and west to the Kyaukphyu SEZ in Rakhine State.

Hailing the Kyaukphyu power plant as evidence of successful bilateral cooperation between
China and Myanmar in the power sector, the Chinese ambassador said the power plant would
play a key role, as Kyaukpyu is an important hub on the CMEC, and talked about further
cooperation in all sectors in Myanmar.

With Myanmar facing a massive power shortfall amid growing domestic demand, China has
become its major electricity supplier, including through cross-border power interconnection
projects, due to its lower prices, among other factors.

From Rakhine State in the country’s west to Kachin in the north, planning or construction of
power projects backed by mammoth Chinese state-owned enterprises (SOEs) is underway in at
least seven states and regions. The agreements were made under the now ousted National
League for Democracy (NLD) government.

Chen said Chinese companies are now implementing many power projects including hydro
power plants in Ye Ywa in Mandalay, Paung Laung in Naypyitaw and Tha Htay in Rakhine;
natural gas-fired plants in Tha Hton in Mon State and Thaketa in Yangon; and a solar plant in
Minbu in Magwe Region.

According to the Chinese Embassy in Myanmar’s Facebook page, the ambassador said during
the opening ceremony that Myanmar-China cross-border power interconnection projects are
accelerating, and China is now “calmly discussing and implementing the important projects like
[the] Kyaukphyu SEZ and China-Myanmar interlink Ruili-Kyaukphyu railway.”

The comments come as Myanmar is in social and political turmoil sparked by the military coup
last year.

Unlike other countries that condemned the takeover, China referred to it as merely “a cabinet
reshuffle.” Along with Russia, it has backed the regime at the UN, leaving the Security Council
unable to take action against the regime, which has killed more than 2,300 people so far.

During a visit to China in April this year, the regime’s foreign minister, Wunna Maung Lwin,
received a warm welcome from his Chinese counterpart Wang Yi. Beijing said it would help
safeguard Myanmar’s sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity “no matter how the
situation changes”.
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In July, Wang reaffirmed his country’s continued support for Myanmar’s military regime,
vowing to protect its neighbor and its legitimate interests.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/chinese-backed-power-plant-opens-in-myanmars-
rakhine-state.html

Contracts signed for Kyaukpyu SEZ in the past must be made into a win-win situation by
keeping in mind the political sensitivities and mutual negotiations: SAC vice chair

PUBLISHED 14 OCTOBER 2022 | EMG

The contracts signed between the two countries in the
past for Kyaukpyu Special Economic Zone should be
made into a win-win situation by keeping in mind the
political sensitivities and mutual negotiations,
according to Vice-Senior General Soe Win, Deputy

| Prime Minister, Vice Chairman of the State

: . Administration Council and Chairman of the Central

Committee on Myanmar Special Economic Zone.

On October 12, Vice-Senior General Soe Win spoke at the meeting of the Central Committee on
Myanmar Special Economic Zone (1/2022) held at the meeting hall of the Ministry of
Commerce in Nay Pyi Taw.

Three Special Economic Zones are being implemented in Myanmar: Thilawa Special Economic
Zone with Japan and Kyaukpyu Special Economic Zone with China and Dawei Special Economic
Zone with Thailand. When the two countries cooperate, they must focus only on the interests
of their own countries, as well as on the friendship between the two countries, said the Vice
Chairman of SAC.

In addition, among the three special economic zones, Thilawa Special Economic Zone is a zone
that is successfully conducting business and is also a model zone. In order for foreign investors
to continue investing properly in Thilawa Special Economic Zone, relevant ministries must
cooperate to promote new business companies and investments, and for existing investors to
operate smoothly. He said that he wants the management committee to provide necessary
support for the ability of companies investing in Thilawa Special Economic Zone to keep pace,
further expansion of investments and the entry of new investments.

Also, regarding the Kyaukpyu Special Economic Zone, the framework agreement of the deep
sea port project was signed on November 8, 2018, and the shareholder agreement was signed
in January, 2020 and the concession agreement in November. Regarding the contracts signed
between the two countries in the past, the Vice Chairman of SAC said that they must be aware

Page 32 of 81


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/chinese-backed-power-plant-opens-in-myanmars-rakhine-state.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/chinese-backed-power-plant-opens-in-myanmars-rakhine-state.html

of the political sensitivity and make a win-win situation through mutual negotiations with each
other.

As the deep sea port project in Kyaukpyu Special Economic Zone is important, it can produce
many benefits for the residents and the state, and it must be successfully implemented. With
the successful implementation of the deep sea port project, we will also be able to participate
in the Myanmar-China Economic Corridor project. Cooperation between the two countries will
be promoted. As the Kyaukpyu Special Economic Zone project is closely related to China's Belt
& Road project, it will benefit both countries and achieve regional development. In relation to
providing expert training to locals for the development of Rakhine State, the SAC Vice Chairman
said that the training should meet the needs of factories at the time of project implementation.

Similarly, Dawei Special Economic Zone has been implemented since 2008, but there has been
no significant progress. Vice-Senior General Soe Win said that the contract with the Italian-Thai
company, which was previously selected as a partnership builder, has already been terminated
and it is needed to be conducted in accordance with international procedures to invite new
partnership builders.

Among the three economic directives set by the State Administration Council, stabilizing the
market economic system and promoting the economic development of the entire ethnic people
by inviting international investments is an important directive. In order to achieve this goal, it is
necessary to provide good services in the zones in accordance with international procedures in
order to practically work with the procedural SOPs of the relevant ministries. Only then will we
be able to invite more foreign investment and economic development. In order to properly lead
the special economic zones, the chairmen and members of the management committee have
been reconstituted, so that the one stop service centers in the economic zones can be
organized and provide efficient services in order to improve the export more than the current
situation, said the SAC Vice Chairman.

International special economic zones, including those in our country, are able to attract
investments, create employment opportunities, to increase exports, to be able to connect the
economy to a wider extent, to contribute the global value chain and to develop industrial
production activities for the development of the country's economy. According to the statistics
of 2019, there are about 5,400 special economic zones in 147 countries, and more than 500
new zones are being built and implemented. Special economic zones are a new development of
industrial policies and can attract more international investment, he said.

In addition, special economic zones of developed and developing countries are mainly focused
on facilitating trade activities. Through that, small and medium-sized manufacturing enterprises
are increasing into more modern and innovative industries. After that, it will be seen that
businesses will be transformed into an integrated zone that includes manufacturing activities as
well as services. The situation, which promotes and encourages by the SAC, will also contribute
a lot to the development of small and medium enterprises, according to the SAC Vice Chairman.
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Junta Watch: Coup Leader Gets Chummy With Cadets; Open Door for Russia; and More

By THE IRRAWADDY 15 October 2022

Military chief cozies up to cadets

Min Aung Hlaing chats with cadets after lunch at a
military academy in Pyin Oo Lwin on Oct. 12. / Cincds

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing and his generals tried to
butter up future military officers on Wednesday,
attending an event to help cadets of the 65th intake of
the Defense Services Academy choose suitable corps.

At the academy in Pyin Oo Lwin, Mandalay, the junta
boss had lunch with cadets before walking from one dining table to another, making chit-chat
with them.

As Min Aung Hlaing gave the cadets encouraging pats and engaged in small talk, the generals
accompanying him, including Navy chief Admiral Moe Aung and Air Force chief General Tun
Aung, flashed very broad smiles.

Junta-controlled media have in fact been airing newscasts showing him sitting with cadets
around dining tables for months. But this is the first time he has been shown engaging directly
in friendly chit-chats with them.

The footage was followed by pictures of Min Aung Hlaing meeting wounded soldiers at a
military hospital in Pyin Oo Lwin on Thursday. Contrary to his previous visits, this time he tried
his best to appear as a caring commander by “seriously paying attention” to every patient he
met, as if they were close family members, the pictures showed.

His sincerity is questionable, however, as his newfound empathy and relationship-building skills
come at a time when his military is being seriously hit by desertions, casualties and a
recruitment crisis.

It has been nearly a year since Min Aung Hlaing ordered his generals to display a benevolent,
fatherly spirit toward their subordinates by hosting dinners for them. But given that these
events were organized only after the regime suffered heavy casualties in daily clashes with
resistance forces and ethnic armed organizations, as well as desertions, it is obvious that he has
been forced to adopt various persuasive measures to keep his army fighting for him.

Russian investment sought for power sector
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Regime Energy Minister U Myo Myint Oo and
Electricity Minister U Thaung Han with Russian-
ASEAN Business Council chairman Ivan Polyakov
(right) in Moscow on Oct. 11.

With the world’s leading energy firms having ditched
their operations in Myanmar in response to the
regime’s human rights violations, junta-appointed ministers flew to Russia and invited
investment in the electricity and energy sectors in Myanmar.

Energy Minister U Myo Myint Oo and Electricity Minister U Thaung Han are in Moscow
attending the Russian Energy Week International Forum. The two held talks with Russian-
ASEAN Business Council chairman Ivan Polyakov on Tuesday and invited Russian companies to
invest in oil exploration, oil refining, fertilizer production and petroleum product
manufacturing.

During the forum, the two are also set to discuss the potential for investment in the energy and
electricity sectors in Myanmar, according to junta media.

During his meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin in September, junta chief Min Aung
Hlaing invited international firms to engage in oil exploration in Myanmar. The regime also
plans to establish a modular nuclear reactor project in the next few years with technical
assistance from Russia.

We will have to wait and see how Russia will invest in Myanmar’s energy sector. Meanwhile,
major energy companies including Total, Chevron, Woodside Petronas and Puma have left
military-ruled Myanmar.

Beijing proves a loyal friend

Chinese Ambassador to Myanmar Chen Hai (center)
attends the inauguration ceremony of the gas-fired
Kyaukphyu Power Plant on Oct. 10, 2022 in Kyaukphyu,
Rakhine State. / Chinese Embassy in Myanmar Facebook

With anti-China sentiment growing in Myanmar and the
military regime getting closer to Russia following the coup,
it appeared for a while that the relationship between the
two neighbors was going wrong. Far from it.

In western Myanmar, the regime is pushing ahead with the China-backed Kyaukphyu Special
Economic Zone (KPSEZ) and deep-sea port project in Rakhine. At the central committee
meeting for Myanmar Special Economic Zones on Wednesday, deputy junta chief Soe Win, who
chairs the committee, touted the potential benefits of the project as an important part of the
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China-Myanmar Economic Corridor (CMEC) and Beijing’s Belt and Road Initiative, and a true
booster of bilateral relations.

On Monday, Chinese Ambassador to Myanmar Chen Hai opened a US$180-million, gas-fired
135-MW power plant in the KPSEZ. The ambassador hailed Kyaukphyu as crucial for the CMEC.

Beijing is a long-time ally of successive military regimes in Myanmar, with substantial economic
interests in the Southeast Asian country. And together with Russia, it is defending the regime at
the United Nations Security Council.

In June, China donated 2 million COVID-19 vaccine doses to Myanmar through the ASEAN
special envoy. And in September, it donated fortified glass for a shrine at the Botatung Pagoda
in Yangon and offered China-Myanmar friendship scholarships for the first time at the National
University of Arts and Culture.

Japanese aid helps regime’s military effort
Myanmar regime troops in 2021 / AFP

The Myanmar junta’s use of passenger vessels donated by
the Japanese government to transport troops and military
related materials to war-torn northern Rakhine State

was exposed this week, prompting calls on the Japanese
government to suspend non-humanitarian aid to Myanmar
and sanction junta officials linked with serious human

rights violations.

Citing the regime’s internal memos, Human Rights Watch said the junta used “Kisapanadi |” and
“Kisapanadi lll” for voyages to deploy “over 100 Tatmadaw [Myanmar military] troops, as well
as their supplies and materials” along the Mayu River to Buthidaung in northern Rakhine,
where the regime is fighting the Arakan Army (AA) ethnic armed group.

The vessels used were among three ships delivered by Japan between 2017 and 2019 under the
500-million-yen (USS3.5 million) Economic and Social Development plan “to improve water
transport in Myanmar and contribute to the economic and social development of Myanmar by
donating passenger ships for coastal transport in Rakhine State”.

A Japanese Foreign Ministry official responded that Tokyo was working to ensure appropriate
use of facilities and equipment provided through Official Development Assistance programs.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/junta-watch/junta-watch-coup-leader-gets-chummy-
with-cadets-open-door-for-russia-and-more.html
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Malaysia’s upcoming elections could cost Myanmar’s NUG one of its biggest allies

Saifuddin Abdullah, a supporter of democrats ousted in the coup, is unlikely to remain
Malaysia’s foreign minister.

By Iman Muttagin Yusof for BenarNews | 2022.10.14

Malaysia’s Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah (left) with
Csaba Kérosi, president of the 77th United Nations
General Assembly, in New York, Sept.27, 2022.

Malaysian Foreign Minister’s Office

Malaysia's upcoming election could cost the Myanmar
shadow government one of its biggest allies — Malaysian
Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah.

Following Myanmar’s military coup in Feb. 2021, Saifuddin was the first ASEAN foreign
minister to contact the parallel, civilian National Unity Government (NUG), publicly meet
with the NUG foreign minister and push for the regional bloc to actively engage with it.

But with most analysts giving Saifuddin's party little chance of winning the next election, the
guestion is whether a new Malaysian government would be as active in engaging the
Burmese politicians ousted in the coup.

Saifuddin has been actively pushing for Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
members to engage with other stakeholders and to find better solutions to the post-coup
crisis in Myanmar, said Thomas Benjamin Daniel, Foreign Policy senior analyst at the
Institute of Strategic and International Studies (ISIS) Malaysia.

“He is a progressive minister who supports humanitarian and democratic objectives and has
been very vocal in holding the junta accountable for its actions,” Daniel told BenarNews.

“We could see a more muted Malaysia if Saifuddin is no longer foreign minister.”

Since becoming foreign minister in August 2021, Saifuddin has emerged as the Southeast
Asian diplomat most actively trying to resolve the crisis, Daniel said.

Through his diplomacy, Malaysia in April became the first member-state of the regional bloc
to officially contact Myanmar’s NUG, which many consider to be the legitimate government

in exile. A month later, he had his first in-person meeting with Zin Mar Aung, his counterpart
from the NUG, in Washington, D.C., after the U.S.-ASEAN Special Summit.

Saifuddin was also the first ASEAN foreign minister to broach the idea of scrapping a five-
point consensus the regional bloc made with Myanmar, a kind of roadmap to return that
country to democracy, because the junta has done nothing to implement the accord.
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“Until today, there has been no real progress on the 5PC [five-point consensus]. The violence
continues, and in fact [has] gotten worse. ... It shows the junta is making a mockery of the
5PC,” Saifuddin wrote on Facebook in July.

And last month in New York, Saifuddin said that Kuala Lumpur planned to press ASEAN into
deciding the fate of its five-point consensus on Myanmar before the regional bloc’s summit
Nov. 8-13 summit in Phnom Penh.

“Between now and November ASEAN must seriously review if the 5-point consensus is still
relevant and decide if it is still relevant,” Saifuddin told reporters after meeting with
Burmese opposition members on the eve of the United Nations General Assembly
proceedings.

“By the time we meet in November, we must ask hard questions and have an answer."

Now, however, Saifuddin won’t be attending the ASEAN summit, his press aide told
BenarNews on Thursday.

That’s because after Malaysian Prime Minister Ismail Sabri Yaakob announced elections on
Oct. 10, his government became a caretaker government and his ministers caretaker
ministers, until the polls.

‘Each minister has their own style’

Daniel of ISIS Malaysia said it is uncertain whether Saifuddin Abdullah would continue to
serve in the cabinet or as a member of parliament in the next government.

Saifuddin belongs to the Bersatu party, which is headed by former Prime Minister Muhyiddin
Yassin, the man widely seen as the “turncoat” who brought down the Pakatan Harapan
government Malaysians voted for in the 2018 election.

Political analyst Oh Ei Sun of the Singapore Institute of International Affairs believes this will
have turned many voters against them.

“It would be an uphill struggle for them to retain their seats,” Oh told BenarNews.
“Betraying the popular mandate is a cardinal sin for those educated voters.”
Additionally, said analyst Jeniri Amir, Bersatu does not have much grassroots support.

“Bersatu in general is a weak party. If we look at the party grassroots, they will definitely
lose in the next general elections,” Jeniri, a senior fellow at the Malaysian Council of
Professors, told BenarNews.

“Saifuddin will most likely not be part of the new government even if he wins his seat.”

Would a new Malaysian foreign minister continue Saifuddin’s approach and retain contact
with Myanmar’s NUG?
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One former foreign minister thinks yes.

“This policy will continue although the way it is presented will be different,” said ex-top
diplomat Syed Hamid Albar.

“Of course, in the management of foreign policy, each minister has their own style.”
BenarNews is an RFA affiliated news service.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/malaysia-nug-10142022110252.html
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