PEACE Info (October 12, 2022)

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi sentenced to 3 years more in prison for taking $550K bribe from tycoon Maung Weik

Myanmar Junta Sentences Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to Another Three Years for Corruption

Myanmar’s detained State Counsellor sentenced to another 3 years in prison

Sagaing Resistance Groups Report Heavy Myanmar Regime Losses

Chin woman and girl knifed to death in Magway township with heavy military presence

Three Pilgrims Killed by Myanmar Regime at Golden Rock Pagoda

More Than 40 Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in Two Days of Resistance Attacks

Myanmar army officer returns to military after defecting to resistance

Former Myanmar army general Shwe Mann dissolves his political party

SAC chair and peace delegation led by the NMSP vice chairman held a second meeting

Mon youth criticizes New Mon Party’s meeting with military council as disrespecting people’s attitude
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Daw Aung San Suu Kyi sentenced to 3 years more in prison for taking $550K bribe from
tycoon Maung Weik

PUBLISHED 12 OCTOBER 2022

’ Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has been sentenced to three years in prison for
o> two counts of corruption charges under the Anti-Corruption Law for

; ‘ ' receiving 550,000 US dollars in bribes from U Maung Weik, owner of
“w*. Sae Paing Company, according to a source related to the case.

The court convicted her with 2 three-year sentences to be served
concurrently for the two corruption charges.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi appeared in the special court in the compound of the Nay Pyi Taw Prison
today (October 12). During the hearing, the sentence was passed for Case No.3/2022 and Case
No.4/2022 in which she was charged with corruption.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi pleaded not guilty saying that the cases were only related to Daw Khin
Kyi Foundation and she didn’t receive anything.

The MWD TV released a video file of Maung Weik at 8 pm on March 17, 2021. He said he made
donations to the government to facilitate his business after the establishment of Sae Paing
Company in 2014. In 2017, he became with Daw Khin Khin Oo working at Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi’s house. In May 2018, with her help, Maung Weik visited Daw Aung San Suu Kyi at her home
and donated USS 100,000 to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi for Daw Khin Kyi’s Foundation fund at her
home in a black paper gift bag in front of U Kyauk San and U Hla Myo.

In 2019, he personally gave USS 150,000 placed in a black paper gift bag to Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi at her home. In February 2020, another USS 50,000 was donated to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
at her home. In April again, he personally donated USS 250,000 to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi at her
home. At that time, no one was around, said Maung Weik.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has so far been sentenced to 26 years in prison for her court-settled
cases, and she is now a separate cell of the Nay Pyi Taw Prison.

A lawyer close to the court said in the corruption charge against former Mandalay Region Chief
Minister Dr Zaw Myint Maung, U Maung Weik testified in court that he visited his home three
times to donate money for his medical expenses but did not have a chance to meet personally.

Maung Weik accused Dr Zaw Myint Maung, who is suffering from cancer, of accepting medical
costs when he was hospitalized in Thailand. But during the February 18 court hearing, Maung
Weik said he paid the money as donations.

Some local media also reported that the National League for Democracy’s Health Network paid
for the medical expenses of Dr Zaw Myint Maung and the air tickets for his accompanying
eldest son.
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On July 6 last year, the Ministry of Information reported that the former chief minister accepted
a bribe of US$100,000 in three batches from a businessman engaging in some projects in
Mandalay Region when he was receiving medical treatment in Thailand in 2019.

Maung Weik was sentenced to 15 years in jail in 2008 for drug abuse and trafficking, and but
released in 2014. After his release, he continued implementing projects under the Thein Sein
government and the NLD government.

He was allowed to implement the new Amarapura city project on 2,000 acres of land with a
starting capital of Ks500 billion.

At that time, Dr Zaw Myint Maung said his government permitted him to implement the project
in line with the procedures and the agreement singed under the previous government. Maung
Weik was appointed as chairman of Mandalay Business Capital City Development.

In June 2016, the government announced that the 10-year Amarapura city project in seven
phases would cover an economic zone, port, hotel zone, detached homes, restaurants,
international schools and hospitals. As a pilot project, the construction of buildings would start
after putting sand into the land of about 40 acres.

Maung Weik also donated Shwe Ge water treatment plant worth Ks500 million to the Mandalay
Region government in 2017. The plant was part of the project.

The project attracted criticism from Mandalay residents.

Maung Weik also made other donations in collaboration with the Mandalay Region
government. One of the significant events was the seventh golden umbrella-hoisting ceremony
of the Maha Wizayanthi Pagoda in Amarapura Township in 2019.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/daw-aung-san-suu-kyi-sentenced-to-3-years-more-in-
prison-for-taking-550k-bribe-from-tycoon

Myanmar Junta Sentences Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to Another Three Years for Corruption
By THE IRRAWADDY | 12 October 2022

A Myanmar military regime-controlled court on Wednesday sentenced the country’s deposed
democracy leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to another three years’ imprisonment on two more
corruption charges, handing her two three-year terms to be served concurrently.

The latest three-year term means Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has been sentenced to a total of 26
years in prison so far in 14 cases filed by the junta. She has denied any wrongdoing.

Since her arrest at the time of last year’s coup, the regime has filed a series of charges against
her, ranging from graft to electoral violations.
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Wednesday’s verdicts were delivered by a special court inside a prison compound in the capital
Naypyitaw. Daw Aung San Suu Kyi still faces another five corruption charges filed by the junta.

The regime opened a case under Article 55 of the Anti-Corruption Law last year, alleging that
she accepted a bribe from businessman Maung Weik disguised as a donation to her charity, the
Daw Khin Kyi Foundation.

The junta’s Anti-Corruption Commission filed a complaint against the detained State Counselor
in early May last year, alleging that the property developer gave her about US$550,000 in illegal
payments between 2018 and 2020 to protect his businesses.

The charge is based on comments Maung Weik made during a regime press conference in
March last year.

The owner of Sae Paing Construction Co. said he gave Daw Aung San Suu Kyi four payments:
$100,00 in 2018, $150,000 in 2019, $50,000 in February 2020 and $250,000 in April 2020.

However, Maung Weik testified in June this year that an alleged bribe paid to her was really a
donation to her charity.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi founded the charity, named after her late mother Daw Khin Kyi, in 2012.
The not-for-profit foundation provided free vocational training and carried out humanitarian
work. It was financed by donors from around the world.

In the aftermath of the coup, the regime raided the Daw Khin Kyi Foundation’s offices and
seized cash and equipment.

According to sources close to the court, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi appeared in good health during
Wednesday’s hearing and plans to appeal the verdict.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-sentences-daw-aung-san-suu-kyi-to-
another-three-years-for-corruption.html

Myanmar’s detained State Counsellor sentenced to another 3 years in prison

Aung San Suu Kyi will serve sentences for 2 charges concurrently, bringing her total prison time
to 26 years.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.10.12

Aung San Suu Kyi in Lashio township, northern Shan state on
March 10, 2020.

Detained State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi was sentenced
to three years in prison by the military court in Naypydaw
Prison on Wednesday, for two corruption cases involving
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charges of accepting money from businessman Maung Weit, according to sources close to
the court who requested anonymity for security reasons.

Under Section 55 of the Anti-Corruption Law, she was sentenced to three years each for the
two cases by Mandalay region judge Myint San. The sentences will be served concurrently.

Suu Kyi was previously sentenced to 23 years in prison for 12 cases, so she will now serve a
total of 26 years in prison.

The trial was to hear a lawsuit, filed by the State Administration Council's (SAC) Anti-
Corruption Commission Inspector Ye Htet, in which the State Administration Council (SAC)
alleged that Suu Kyi accepted U.S.S 500,000 in four installments as a donation to the Daw
Khin Kyi Foundation to facilitate Maung Weit’s business operations.

When Suu Kyi’s lawyers gave her final plea at the trial on Oct.4 they said the money was
donated by Maung Weit to the Daw Khin Kyi Foundation, which supports education,
healthcare and rural investment.

They argued that Suu Kyi was innocent of corruption because the money that Maung Weit
gave was found in the foundation’s bank account.

Aung San Suu Kyi testified at the trial on Sept. 20, saying that she was not guilty. When
Maung Weit testified as a witness for the prosecution at the trial on May 31, he said he had
donated the money solely to be used for the Daw Khin Kyi Foundation. He kneeled down and
paid respect to Suu Kyi at the trial according to sources close to the court, who declined to
be named for safety reasons.

Lawyer Gyi Myint told RFA the court’s decision to impose prison sentences is not in
accordance with the law because Maung Weit testified in court about where the money
went.

“The main thing that Maung Weit said is that he is donating to the Daw Khin Kyi
Foundation,” he said.

“Aung San Suu Kyi cannot be punished with this since he did not give [the money] to Aung
San Suu Kyi. There is no rule of law in Myanmar because [the junta] are punishing [her] even
though [she] cannot be punished like that. It is proof that the judiciary is doing what the
dictator asks.”

SAC Spokesman Major Gen. Zaw Min Tun previously told RFA that Suu Kyi would be judged
for cases that are legally valid and that no one is above the law.

On Sept. 2, Suu Kyi was sentenced to three years in prison with hard labor for election fraud.

On Sept. 29, she was sentenced to three years in prison under Section-3 (1) (c) of the
Myanmar Government Secrecy Act, along with Sean Turnell, an Australian citizen who served
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as an economic adviser during the National League for Democracy-led government, and
three NLD ministers, who also received three-year sentences.

The fact that Suu Kyi’s cases are being ordered continuously is because of the personal
hatred felt by SAC Chairman, Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing and is being carried out in
response to opposition from domestic and overseas groups, Bo Bo Oo, the NLD’s MP for Dala
township in Yangon region told RFA.

“At present, all the people around the world are against them [the military regime]
succeeding in diplomacy, in international relations, in building the administration, both on
the international and on the domestic page. And all the governments of the world are
against him [Min Aung Hlaing] because of this,” he said.

“If a bad guy doesn’t get what he wants, it is natural to take a hostage and moan louder, and
that’s it”.”
He added that since the SAC illegally seized power on Feb. 1, 2021, the current court cases

are also illegal.

78-year-old Suu Kyi faced trial in 19 cases after the military coup and has been sentenced to
a total of 26 years in prison for 14 of the cases. The rest of the cases have yet to come to
trial at the Naypyidaw Prison Court.

The cases that are still pending include the purchase and leasing of a helicopter from the
Natural Disaster Management Fund to carry out disaster prevention activities under the NLD
Government. There are still five corruption cases filed by the SAC.

Sources close to the court, who also requested anonymity, said an appeal to the High Court
against Wednesday’s sentence will continue. They added that Suu Kyi appeared to be in
good health during the trial.

This story has been updated to add details of the lawsuit in paragraph four.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/suu-kyi-sentence-10122022024232.html

Sagaing Resistance Groups Report Heavy Myanmar Regime Losses
By THE IRRAWADDY | 12 October 2022

An estimated 20 Myanmar junta soldiers and pro-regime militia members were reportedly
killed in resistance ambushes in Taze Township, Sagaing Region, on Tuesday morning.

Taze People’s Defense Force (PDF) and other resistance groups ambushed around 80 soldiers
and Pyu Saw Htee militia members near Shwetakyaw village in the township, the Kaduma
Platform, a media wing of the PDF, reported.
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The junta troops have been raiding villages in the east of the township since October 6.

During an hour of fighting, 10 regime forces were killed and at least 20 others were injured,
Kaduma reported, quoting resistance fighters.

The Irrawaddy was unable to independently verify the casualty numbers.

On Tuesday morning, Taze People’s Comrades (TPC) of Shwebo District used landmines to
ambush regime forces on a bridge, the group claimed.

Quoting junta informants, the TPC claimed to have killed at least 10 soldiers and injured many
others.

Troops’ bodies were reportedly transported to Taze.

On Tuesday afternoon, a helicopter carried away bodies while the injured were treated at Taze
Hospital, according to Taze news sites.

Taze is a resistance stronghold with fighting starting on April 7 last year when at least 11
civilians were killed and nearly 30 injured by heavily armed junta troops.

By October 1, 68 civilians had been killed by regime troops while 2,111 civilian houses had been
burned in junta arson attacks in the township since the coup last year, according to Taze News
that documents regime atrocities.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/sagaing-resistance-groups-report-heavy-myanmar-
regime-losses.html

Chin woman and girl knifed to death in Magway township with heavy military presence

The two victims disappeared last week while on their way home from a nearby village; their
bodies were discovered on Sunday

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Oct 12, 2022
Mai Shwesin Ye, 21, and Mai Naung Pa Hla, 14

A young woman and a 14-year-old girl were found
murdered in southwestern Magway Region’s Ngape
Township on Sunday, four days after they went missing in
the heavily militarised area.

The two victims, who were both members of the Asho Chin
ethnic group, were last seen alive in the village of Goke
Gyi, where they had met relatives on Thursday.
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They were walking back to their home village of Bone Maw, some 1.2km away, later that day
when they disappeared, local sources reported.

The bodies of 21-year-old kindergarten teacher Mai Shwesin Ye and eighth-grader Mai Naung
Pa Hla were discovered near Myay Latt, another village in the same area, on Sunday, the
sources said.

“There were so many stab wounds—in their thighs, backs, necks, breasts, and stomachs. It was
just so cruel,” said one person close to the victims’ families who saw the bodies.

It was believed that the older victim had also been raped.

“The older girl was wearing a dress but her body didn’t have any underwear on. The younger
girl was wearing a pair of jeans and had been tied up with ropes,” said the source.

The murders were reported at the village police station in Goke Gyi, but as of Tuesday, no
information had been released regarding an investigation.

The bodies of the victims were cremated in the nearby town of Padein on Monday and their
remains were interred at the cemetery in Bone Maw the next morning, the family friend told
Myanmar Now.

According to local news outlets, the military maintains a base in Goke Gyi as part of its efforts
to eradicate opium poppies in the nearby hills.

Soldiers stationed in the village were said to be from Light Infantry Division 88, based in Padein.
Since last year’s coup, an additional 100 troops have been sent there as reinforcements, the
news outlets reported.

There is also another base in the area set up to guard a pipeline that runs from the Rakhine
coast to China, according to locals, who say that the base is usually manned by six soldiers and
four police.

Ngape Township, which borders Rakhine State, also has two weapons factories and several
other military installations.

Despite being in Magway Region, which has been one of the main areas of resistance activities
since the military seized power in February of last year, Ngape Township has seen relatively
little fighting due to the proximity of the pipeline and geographical conditions, locals said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/chin-woman-and-girl-knifed-to-death-in-magway-
township-with-heavy-military-presence
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Three Pilgrims Killed by Myanmar Regime at Golden Rock Pagoda
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 12 October 2022

At least three Buddhist pilgrims were killed by Myanmar regime troops who shot out at random
after being attacked by an armed group on Wednesday morning at the bottom of the famous
Kyaik Htee Yoe Golden Rock pagoda in Mon State.

An anonymous armed group attacked a junta outpost in Kin Mon Chaung village at the foot of
the Kyaik Htee Yoe mountain.

“None of the attackers were hit or arrested as they retreated. But the troops kept shooting for
about 30 minutes in response, killing two female pilgrims on the spot and another woman died
on the way to hospital,” said a villager.

The pilgrims were waiting for a truck up to the pagoda when the shooting broke out. Thirteen
people were treated at Kin Mon Chaung and Kyaikto hospitals with some in a critical condition.

A rescue team carries a wounded pilgrim to hospital.

Other resistance attacks have been reported recently
in Mon State. No one claimed responsibility for
Wednesday’s attack.

i The regime accused an anti-regime People Defense
Force allied with the Karen National Liberation

* Army’s Brigade 1, the civilian National Unity
Government and its parliamentary wing for the
attack. It said three were killed and 19 injured.

Regime personnel were injured and pictures of two decapitated soldiers circulated online.

Reinforcements from Light Infantry Division 44 and Infantry Battalion 96 have been sent to Kin
Mon Chaung since the attack, according to the Kyaikto Information Team.

More shots were reported on Wednesday morning near the peak.

Known internationally as the Golden Rock, the striking Kyaik Htee Yoe pagoda is built on a giant,
gold-painted boulder that perches on a mountaintop.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/three-pilgrims-killed-by-myanmar-regime-at-golden-
rock-pagoda.html
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More Than 40 Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in Two Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 12 October 2022

Over 40 Myanmar junta forces were reportedly killed in the last two days as People’s Defense
Force (PDF) groups continued to attack regime targets in Sagaing, Magwe, Mandalay and
Tanintharyi regions and Chin State.

The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant PDF attacks and a junta
atrocity in which civilian houses were torched:

20 junta soldiers killed in PDF attacks in Sagaing
Resistance fighters of Taze People’s Comrades. / TPC

Ten regime soldiers were reportedly killed between
two villages in Taze Township, Sagaing Region on
Tuesday morning when two battalions of Taze-PDF
and other local resistance groups jointly ambushed a
military detachment of 80 troops. The detachment has
raided several villages and looted houses in the
township since last week, according to local media.

On that morning, Battalion 25 of Shwebo District-PDF
and Taze People’s Comrades also ambushed a military detachment in the township using land
mines. In the attack, 10 more soldiers were killed.

In the afternoon, military helicopters reportedly transported the bodies of soldiers who were
killed or injured in the PDF’s ambushes.

Five regime forces killed in PDF ambush of junta flotilla in Sagaing

PDF fighters of Chindwin Rangers during an ambush
on a military flotilla in Mingin Township, Sagaing
Region in August. / Chindwin Rangers

Five regime soldiers were reportedly killed in Mingin
Township, Sagaing Region on Tuesday morning when
the resistance force Chindwin Rangers and two

battalions of Mingin-PDF ambushed a military flotilla

of 13 motorboats in the Chindwin River.

In the 30-minute ambush, five junta soldiers were killed and many others were injured, the PDF
group said. After the clash, regime forces from the flotilla randomly opened fire on nearby
villages on the riverbank.

The flotilla also faced a series of PDF ambushes in neighboring Kani Township.
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Four junta soldiers killed by PDF drone strikes in Sagaing

A woman fighter of TGR Women Drone Force of Myaung Township,
Sagaing Region produces improvised bombs for drone strikes. / TGR
Women Drone Force

Four junta soldiers were reportedly killed in Myaung Township,
Sagaing Region on Tuesday evening when three PDF groups used a
drone to drop bombs on a military checkpoint in front of a
government office, said TGR Women Drone Force, which
coordinated the drone strikes.

As a warning attack on government staff contributing to military
rule, the groups also bombarded the junta-run immigration office
building in the south of Myaung town on that morning.

Aerial video shows PDF drones dropping improvised bombs on regime targets.
Nine regime forces killed in PDF land mines in Mandalay

Nine junta solders were reportedly killed and many others injured in Myingyan Township,
Mandalay Region on Tuesday when two PDF groups used seven land mines to ambush a
military convoy of five vehicles on a highway, said 27 Revolution Forces, which was involved in
the ambush.

In the ambush, two miliary vehicles were damaged. One of the damaged vehicles was
abandoned by the soldiers, the PDF group said. Residents are urged by the PDFs to avoid
regime forces and military convoys due to potential attacks.

Junta police station bombarded by drones in Mandalay

Shwe Daung Police Station in Wundwin Township, Mandalay Region was bombarded by drones
of unknown resistance forces on Tuesday morning, reported Voice of Wundwin, a local media
outlet.

However, police casualties are unknown. In the afternoon, ambulances and military vehicles
were heading to the police station from the town of Wundwin, the media outlet said.

Junta soldiers killed or injured by PDF mine in Magwe

At least five junta soldiers were believed killed or injured in Tilin Township, Magwe Region on
Monday when regime forces triggered a mine planted by Yaw Defense Force-Tilin near a
military base in the township, according to the resistance group.

A blast and a series of gunshots were heard from the area at 1 a.m. on Monday. Blood and
footprints of regime soldiers were later found when resistance fighters inspected the blast area.
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Military vehicle ambushed in Magwe

Myaing-PDF claimed that it and other PDF groups used mines and firearms to ambush a military
vehicle traveling from a military base and Kainetaw Police Station in Myaing Township, Magwe
Region on Tuesday evening.

PDF video shows the PDF groups engaged in a shootout with junta personnel in the vehicle
following a land mine ambush.

However, military casualties are unknown.
24 houses and buildings torched by regime forces in Magwe

The remains of houses torched by regime forces in War Thone Aie
Village in Myaing Township, Magwe Region on Tuesday. / SP-
Myaing

A total of 24 houses and buildings in War Thone Aie Village in
Myaing Township, Magwe Region were torched by regime forces
on Tuesday morning after being occupied by a military
detachment, said Spring Revolution-Myaing.

After the arson attacks, the military detachment faced an attack
by local resistance forces near a mountain in the township.

Loaeto®  Junta-run General Administration office burned in Chin State

The junta-run township General Administration Department office building and City
Development Committee office were burned down in Tedim Town, Chin State on Tuesday
night, according to local media.

During the fire, sounds of gunfire were also heard in the town. However, the reasons for the
fire and gunfire are unknown.

Military convoy ambushed in Tanintharyi

Dawei Guerrilla Revolutionary Force-DGRF claimed to have ambushed a military convoy of nine
vehicles between Dawei and Yephyu townships in Tanintharyi Region by using land mines on
Tuesday morning.

In the attack, a military vehicle was hit directly by a blast. The PDF group also claimed that it
managed to use two land mines to attack regime forces who were in five other vehicles
stopped on a bridge and randomly firing at nearby areas.

Many regime personnel were believed killed in the ambushes, the PDF group said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/more-than-40-myanmar-junta-
troops-killed-in-two-days-of-resistance-attacks.html
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Myanmar army officer returns to military after defecting to resistance

Other defectors decry the lieutenant-colonel as a ‘traitor’ after he appears in a junta
propaganda video discouraging troops from joining the Civil Disobedience Movement

Mei Pa | Published on Oct 12, 2022
Lt-Col Myo Min Tun

A battalion commander who defected to the resistance and
fled to neighbouring Thailand recently returned to military
custody, where he has appeared in junta propaganda aimed at
dissuading other soldiers from abandoning their posts.

Lt-Col Myo Min Tun had temporarily headed Light Infantry
Battalion 351 in Bago Region’s Kyaukkyi Township. He initially
surrendered to forces belonging to the Karen National Union
in Mutraw (Hpapun) District in neighbouring Karen State in late February—one of the few high-
ranking commanders to have done so at the time.

He was then reportedly transferred across the Thai border, where he remained in hiding for six
months, awaiting resettlement to a third country where he hoped to be granted asylum.

Myo Min Tun—who comes from the wartorn township of Depayin in Sagaing—spoke of his
decision to join the anti-junta Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) following last year’s coup in
an interview with the People’s Goal CDM assistance group, broadcast on March 20.

“Having to serve in the military, | couldn’t even go home to visit my mother. | was forced to
fight against the public as a soldier, but | am now a rebel,” he said in the interview.

Sources close to Myo Min Tun described him as having been “depressed” and noted that he
went missing from the Thai border in late September. On October 5, video testimony of him
was shared on Facebook pages and Telegram channels typically used to disseminate junta
propaganda, revealing that he had returned to the Myanmar military authorities.

In the video, he explained that he connected with the publicly mandated National Unity
Government (NUG) and Committee Representing the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw in March, who he
alleged had coerced him into spreading false information about the military.

“After the military seized power, the terrorist NUG and NLD supporters hated me for no reason,
threatened and treated me like an enemy,” he said in the video, referring to the National
League for Democracy, whose elected government was ousted in the coup.

Myo Min Tun claimed that while commanding the Kyaukkyi battalion, he misused army funds
and was unable to manage the personnel under him. He said he was encouraged to leave the
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military by NUG statements on social media saying that they would assist defecting troops in
resettling abroad.

“I was forced to say untruthfully that soldiers were willing to join the CDM, which was done to
disintegrate the army,” he said. “I left the army without asking for official leave and joined the
CDM. | know | will have to face serious charges for my crimes, which include telling lies under
the NUG’s orders.”

He added that he had contacted the military and asked to be repatriated.

Lt-Col Myo Min Tun is seen in a military propaganda video in
which his face is blurred

“I have decided to accept the punishment given to me by the
Tatmadaw of my own will.”

Organisations representing soldiers who have joined the
CDM—of whom the NUG estimates there are more than
3,500—released a joint statement on October 7 describing Myo Min Tun as a “traitor.”

Details surrounding his return could not be verified at the time of reporting.

Those who knew Myo Min Tun in Thailand speculated that he was frustrated with the long
process required to determine his refugee status, and noted that he had struggled with a lack of
finances and the separation from his family.

“The main factor was that he was really broke. He didn’t have any money on him when he left
the military,” one of the sources said.

In the video statement released by the junta, Myo Min Tun warned other Myanmar army
soldiers that anti-coup resistance forces were unable to fulfil promises to defectors to support
their applications for resettlement abroad.

“l witnessed the situation of the CDM personnel, including soldiers and police who had
defected and who crossed the border to Thailand... who feel emotionally insecure on a daily
basis, face difficulties surviving, and who have become stateless, with no future,” he said,
concluding that the NUG had “used” individuals such as himself to “spread propaganda.”

—_ -

" ol Myo Min Tun is seen in a photo after he
returned to the military

A former Myanmar army captain who served in the
military’s intelligence service before joining the CDM
suggested that Myo Min Tun’s return to Myanmar
may not have been voluntary. He dismissed such a
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move as “senseless,” given the severity of the punishment he would have been aware that he
would face for his defection.

He speculated that the junta may have made threats to Myo Min Tun’s family members still in
Myanmar, or that his location in Thailand had become compromised and he may even have
been kidnapped or forcibly returned.

“Considering that he was a battalion commander, the military appears to be very worried about
more soldiers from lower ranks following in his footsteps and joining the CDM. | think that’s
why the military hunted him down and brought him back,” the captain, who has been granted
asylum abroad, told Myanmar Now.

“I think the military is going to make an example out of him so that no one dares to desert the
army again,” he added.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-army-officer-returns-to-military-after-
defecting-to-resistance

Former Myanmar army general Shwe Mann dissolves his political party

A senior member says he was told that the ageing leadership had become an issue for the
Union Betterment Party and that ‘it was no longer appropriate to carry out the party’s plans’

Sa Tun Aung | Published on Oct 12, 2022

Thura Shwe Mann is seen during an interview with
Myanmar Now at his house in Naypyitaw in 2020
(Myanmar Now)

Former general Thura Shwe Mann disbanded his political
party on Wednesday morning, more than one-and-a-half
years after Myanmar’s military coup and ahead of
promises of a junta-controlled election allegedly taking

place in August 2023.

He announced in a statement that the central executive committee (CEC) members of the
Union Betterment Party (UBP) had unanimously decided to dissolve the party, which he
founded in April 2019 ahead of Myanmar’s general election in late 2020.

“The leaders are now becoming too old to lead the party, and some are suffering from various
health ailments while others are facing miscellaneous problems. They no longer wish to be
involved in politics,” Shwe Mann, who was once the third-highest ranking general under Than
Shwe’s army regime, is quoted as saying.
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The statement said that UBP’s registration would be repealed, and that party leaders would
report its dissolution to the military’s election commission, effective from Tuesday.

Shwe Mann, a former Lower House speaker, chaired the military-proxy Union Solidarity and
Development Party (USDP) for several years before being forcefully removed from the position
ahead of the 2015 November election.

When he later founded the UBP, he told Myanmar Now in a campaign interview that he “would
never answer to anyone’s orders.”

The UBP’s candidates failed to secure any legislative seats, with Aung San Suu Kyi’s National
League for Democracy (NLD) winning in a landslide in 2020. The results of the election were not
honoured by the military, which staged a coup in early 2021.

.Myanmar
e = NOW

Thura Shwe Mann attends the opening ceremony of the UBP
office in Bago ahead of the 2020 general election (Myanmar
Now)

Seventy-five-year-old Shwe Mann is known to have close ties
to Suu Kyi, who has been detained in junta custody since the
coup, convicted of multiple criminal charges in military-
controlled courts.

He has not spoken publicly about the military’s seizure of power, but Myanmar Now has
learned that his political party’s leadership did not convene during the post-coup period.

UBP CEC member Saw Hla Tun told Myanmar Now that he was notified on October 11 by the
party command of the plans to disband.

“We were told that the party was going to be dissolved as Thura Shwe Mann had become too
old to lead it and that it was no longer appropriate to carry out the party’s plans,” he said.

“ just hope the focus is on the safety of the party members. I'm just worried something might
happen to them. We are already at risk of getting misunderstood, so even |, personally, do not
want to take part in the party’s political activities anymore,” he explained.

The UBP’s headquarters are located at Shwe Mann’s own residence, located on Yazathingaha
Road in Naypyitaw’s Pobbathiri Township alongside the homes of other former generals.

As of now, the USDP is the only party publicly making campaign preparations to take part in the
junta’s promised election in 2023.

7 “"

Khin Yi, who was appointed USDP chair last week, described the party’s “ultimate goal” as to
“win in the election.”

The USDP has only ever won a majority in the 2010 general election, which was widely criticised
as being neither free nor fair, and which was boycotted by the NLD.
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SAC chair and peace delegation led by the NMSP vice chairman held a second meeting
PUBLISHED 12 OCTOBER 2022 | EMG

Chairman of the State Administration Council (SAC)
and Commander-in-Chief of the Defence Services
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and the peace
delegation led by New Mon State Party (NMSP) Vice
Chairman Nai Aung Min met for the second time on
October 11 at the Bayintnaung Avenue in Nay Pyi
Taw to discuss peace issues.

RN IE

8
B
|-}

| e A 3 The peace meeting was attended by the Vice Chair of
the Council, Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services, Commander-in-Chief (Army),
Vice-Senior General Soe Win, Council members General Mya Tun Oo, Lieutenant General Mo
Myint Tun, Lt. Gen. Yar Pyae, members of the Central Working Committee for NMSP, Nai Banya
Lel and Nai M Seik Chan attended.

Therefore, the SAC chair clarified the situation that 2022 was declared as the year of peace, the
situations that were invited to meet and discuss to find a solution without placing any
restrictions on the political disagreement based on the 2008 Constitution and the Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) to continue to develop the path of peace, to apply a true and
disciplined multi-party democratic system, the conditions under which efforts are being made
to build a union based on democracy and federalism as a political vision, the demands of the
ethnic armed groups during the peace meeting and discussion needs to be discussed in an open
manner and what is really necessary and appropriate for the region and the country.

After that, the vice chair of the NMSP and the members said situations that are encouraging
and grateful for the opportunity to hold a second peace meeting and discuss without any
restrictions, the situation where they are constantly walking on the path of peace while their
goal is to achieve nationwide peace and situations where differences of opinion arising from
politics are being discussed and resolved politically.

Regarding the discussions and presentations, the SAC chair said that in a democratic system,
the Parliament is the highest politically, and as ethnic groups, they must be more involved in
the political stage in order to be able to demand the rights of their region in accordance with
the law and while analyzing the parties, there are parties based on politics, regions and ethnics
in that situation we need to take action for the benefit of the Union, not just one party. It is
reported that they discussed the views of both sides regarding regional development issues.
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The peace delegation led by the vice chair of the NMSP will meet with a peace discussion group
formed by the SAC and National Unity and Peace Talks Coordination Committee.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-chair-and-peace-delegation-led-by-the-nmsp-vice-
chairman-held-a-second-meeting

Mon youth criticizes New Mon Party’s meeting with military council as disrespecting people’s
attitude

By Thanlwintimes - October 12, 2022

Mawlamyine, October (12)

While Mon organizations are asking the New Mon State
Party not to hold peace talks with the military council
again, the Mon youth criticized the party’s second peace
talks with the military leader as disrespecting the
attitude of the people.

The military council announced that a group led by the
vice-chairman of the New Mon Stage Party, Naing Aung Min, met with the military leader,
General Min Aung Hlaing, in Nay Pyi Taw on October 10.

A Mon youth criticized the New Mon State Party for persuading the military council not to wage
a war within the state, and saying that no solution would come out regarding political affairs.

In addition, he added that there is no hope because the military council can only agree in
principle to draft the constitution of Mon state and build a federal union, and the final decision
will be made only at the next Hluttaw.

In a survey conducted in September, 91 percent of the more than 730 respondents answered
that the New Mon State Party (NMSP) should not attend the peace talks invited by the Military
Council.

The 10 Mon organizations related to Mon politics also sent an open letter on September 16,
noting that the peace talks held by the military council were fake and held to gain legitimacy
and to find a political escape.

A young Mon also said that he did not want the New Mon State Party to meet with the military
council and wanted it to work together with other ethnic groups to revolutionize the dictators.

Currently, six ethnic armed groups that have signed a NCA (Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement)
and three ethnic armed groups that have not yet signed a NCA have attended the second peace
talks of the Military Council.
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The New Mon Party said that in the first peace talks with the military council, they were able to
sign seven points of agreement, including points to strengthen a multi-party democratic
system, to transform from a multi-party democratic system to a Federal Union, and to deal with
Mon affairs, and so on.

The Than Lwin Times contacted a New Mon State Party official several times about the second
peace meeting with the military council, but received no response.

https://thanlwintimes.com/2022/10/12/mon-youth-criticizes-new-mon-partys-meeting-with-
military-council-as-disrespecting-peoples-attitude/
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