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Defectors Condemn Officer Who Returned to Myanmar Junta

Two Die in Myanmar Junta Crackdown Following Mandalay Resistance Ambushes

Myanmar military column takes civilians hostage after being hit by resistance force’s explosives in Sagaing
Judge Among 30-Plus Myanmar Junta Casualties in Two Days of Resistance Attacks

Monastery destroyed by airstrikes in eastern Myanmar

Child Victims of Myanmar Junta Air Strikes Recall Their Deadly Ordeal

Children among 173 casualties from artillery, landmines in Myanmar since August

KIA, PDF Clash With Regime In Mangton

‘1 just want to know if he is dead or alive’: Armed group abductions in Shan

Charity Raffle Launched to Help Myanmar’s Displaced People

Junta weaponises digital banking transition to starve resistance funding

At least 5 former military officers killed by Myanmar armed opposition since November
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US Places Myanmar Arms Dealers on Sanctions Blacklist
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Defectors Condemn Officer Who Returned to Myanmar Junta
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 7 October 2022

Five groups representing military defectors in Myanmar have denounced a military defector —
who has returned to the junta — as a traitor to the people.

People’s Embrace, People’s Goal, Pyithu Thar Kaung, People’s Soldiers Defense Force and Break
Brain Washing said in a joint statement that they will be more careful when accepting defectors
to the civil disobedience movement (CDM)

Major Myo Min Tun from Light Infantry Battalion 351 defected in December 2021 and fled to
the Thai border town of Mae Sot. In early October he returned to Myanmar and became the
first military officer to return to the regime.

The regime has used his surrender as a propaganda victory against the CDM to warn military
personnel against defection. On October 6, the junta media released an interview where he
warned civil servants not to join the CDM.

He said he joined the CDM hoping for political asylum abroad but he was treated like a stateless
person by anti-regime groups in Mae Sot.

The former major said he had come back to the “legal framework” of the State Administration
Council, which is how the junta refers to itself.

But the groups of military defectors said no one asked him to join the movement and he had
contacted CDM representatives.

The incident has raised questions about the possibility of junta loyalists within the CDM.
The groups said he is a traitor who will not affect the CDM.

“It won'’t affect the CDM at all. He just goes back under military control because he had no
revolutionary creed. Those who are committed will keep moving forward,” said Captain Aung
Myo Htet, who left the military for the CDM.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/defectors-condemn-officer-who-returned-to-
myanmar-junta.html

Two Die in Myanmar Junta Crackdown Following Mandalay Resistance Ambushes
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 October 2022

Two of about 40 residents detained by the regime in the town of Paleik, in Mandalay Region’s
Singaing Township, died in custody earlier this week, according to locals.
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Junta forces seized residents from their homes in the area between September 30 and October
3 following resistance attacks on two regime vehicles, a Paleik resident told The Irrawaddy. One
vehicle was transporting prisoners from Kyaukse police station while the other was carrying
staff from the junta’s Electricity Ministry.

“Junta personnel were attacked twice in our town, which prompted midnight raids on local
houses. As many as 40 people were detained, including strikers from electricity offices. They
were reportedly sent to an interrogation camp in Singaing,” said the resident.

One of the two victims was a striker from the electricity office in Paleik town. The regime
cremated the bodies without returning them to their families, said another resident.

“Striker Ko Min Min and one other person were killed on October 3, the same day they were
arrested. The following day, families were shown the bodies before the regime cremated
them,” he said.

On September 29, resistance fighters including members of Truth Keeping Force-Amarapura
ambushed a vehicle carrying eight political prisoners near Myitnge Bridge in Amarapura
Township.

Two policemen were killed in the ambush, while two political prisoners were rescued.

On October 3, fighters from the Truth Keeping Force-Amarapura, MN-PDF, and Zarmani Guerilla
resistance groups ambushed a vehicle carrying junta troops and electricity office staff on
Singaing-Kyaukse road.

The vehicle was transporting bill payments to a state-owned bank after Paleik electricity office
staff and junta soldiers threatened to cut locals’ electricity supply unless they paid up,
according to Bo Paung Dine (pseudonym) from MN-PDF.

“We received a tip that they were transporting electricity bill money to the bank in Singaing.
We ambushed the private vehicle driven by the manager of Paleik electricity office. There was
an exchange of fire for around three minutes. According to sources, two died and two others on
board were injured,” he said.

The two men killed were Paliek police station chief Zaw Win and Major Zaw Zaw Naing from the
local air defence unit, while Paleik electricity officer manager Zwe Nyi Nyi Win and a junta
soldier were injured, it added.

In response, large numbers of junta troops raided nearby villages in Myitnge, Singaing and
Paleik, detaining villagers. They also temporarily blocked Singaing-Kyaukse road, beating and
detaining passers-by.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/two-die-in-myanmar-junta-crackdown-following-
mandalay-resistance-ambushes.html

Page 3 of 71


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/two-die-in-myanmar-junta-crackdown-following-mandalay-resistance-ambushes.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/two-die-in-myanmar-junta-crackdown-following-mandalay-resistance-ambushes.html

Myanmar military column takes civilians hostage after being hit by resistance force’s
explosives in Sagaing

More than 1,000 Katha Township villagers flee their homes to avoid the advancing 200-soldier
unit

Nyein Swe | Published on Oct 7, 2022

Members of the anti-junta People’s Defence Force in
Kachin State (Putao PDF)

% A Myanmar army column triggered explosives set up by
anti-junta resistance forces in Sagaing Region’s Katha
Township on Tuesday before retaliating and abducting
six area civilians.

The 200-soldier unit left Katha town at around 10am,
encountering the mines in a forested area more than three miles away near Mingalar Thukha
village, according to the information officer for the Katha People’s Defence Team (PDT), or Pa
Ka Pha.

“l don’t know if any of them died but I’'m sure we managed to injure them,” the spokesperson
said, adding that the PDT did not approach the column after the blasts occurred in order to
avoid a clash.

The troops occupied Mingalar Thukha that day, leaving on Wednesday morning and taking six
villagers hostage who had been working on farms in the area. The PDT spokesperson
speculated that they would be forced to serve as human shields as the military column
advanced.

“They arrest anyone they want, anywhere they like. Some of the people have been forced to
follow them around for four or five days. Many locals don’t even dare to do farmwork due to
the fear of being captured,” the information officer said.

More than 1,000 people from Mingalar Thukha, Met Lin Chaung, Minle and Thazi villages fled
their homes this week to avoid the column, which, according to the PDT, has since been hiding
in the forest west of the communities.

Recent battles between resistance forces and the Myanmar army had recently paused in
Sagaing’s northern townships of Katha and Indaw as well as in Shwegu across the border in
Kachin State, after the military appeared to have cut back on operations in the area.

Sagaing has become a stronghold of the resistance movement since the February 2021 coup.
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Large numbers of youth from the region have since undergone combat training with the Kachin
Independence Army in neighbouring Kachin State, joining local guerrilla groups to fight
alongside the ethnic armed organisation against the junta’s forces.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-column-takes-civilians-hostage-
after-being-hit-by-resistance-forces-explosives

Judge Among 30-Plus Myanmar Junta Casualties in Two Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 October 2022

More than 30 regime forces including a junta-appointed judge were reportedly killed or injured
in the last two days as People’s Defense Force (PDF) groups and ethnic armed organizations
(EAOs) continued to attack regime targets in Karen, Chin and Shan states and Sagaing, Magwe
and Tanintharyi regions.

The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant attacks by PDFs and EAOs:
Fierce clashes continue in Karen State

The resistance fighters of Cobra Column during a clash with junta
forces in Myawaddy Township on Thursday. / Cobra Column

Intense clashes continued to occur in Myawaddy Township, Karen
State on Thursday when Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and
allied resistance forces attacked junta forces of three military
battalions attempting to raid the Lukhoe area, in territory of KNLA
Brigade 6.

The combined resistance forces conducted artillery shelling and
drone strikes to help their ground fighters, said Cobra Column,
which joined the attack.

A junta soldier was injured seriously while a resistance fighter suffered minor injuries.

On the same day, another junta soldier was confirmed killed when snipers of the KNLA
ambushed regime forces of Light Infantry Battalion 104, which has been attempting to raid the
area of Taung Ni Village in the township for weeks.

Junta soldiers killed in artillery strike in Karen

A regime soldier was killed and four others injured on Wednesday when forces of the KNLA and
allied resistance group Red Dragon Column attacked the Myanmar military’s Infantry Battalion
284 in Kyain Seikgyi Township, Karen State with 79-mm mortar shells, the resistance group said
on Thursday.
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KIA, PDFs clash with junta forces in Sagaing

Fghters of Banmauk-PDF undergo military training. /
Banmauk Revolution

A series of intense firefights—which have prompted
the junta to call in air strikes—have been going on
between regime forces and combined forces of the
Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and allied PDF
groups in Banmauk Township, Sagaing Region since
Tuesday, said Banmauk Revolution (BR), the media

wing of township PDF groups.

On Thursday morning, clashes continued to erupt in the township and the junta used three
fighter jets to bomb resistance forces at 12:30 p.m. On that afternoon, two other fighter jets
also bombed the clash areas, the BR said.

Regime forces burned houses in Kyaukai Village in the township on Wednesday after a clash
with the KIA and PDFs.

On Tuesday morning, a clash broke out near Kyauk Mae Taung Village and the junta used
fighter jets to attack resistance fighters.

On that night, the KIA and PDF fighters raided the township police station in the town of
Banmauk, reportedly injuring 14 junta police officers.

Military transport vehicles mined in Sagaing

Chaung-U Revolution Army (CRA) claimed to have used land mines to ambush container
vehicles that were reportedly transporting regime forces of military Division 33 from Sagaing
Township to Monywa, Sagaing Region on Thursday afternoon while they were passing through
Chaung-U Township.

In the ambush, two vehicles were hit by the blasts, the group said.

Following the mine ambushes, a shootout broke out between the resistance fighters and the
regime ambush patrols. Resistance fighters escaped from the clash without any casualties.
However, the military’s casualties are unknown.

Judge of township court assassinated in northern Shan State

U Yarzar Min Soe, the junta-appointed judge of Muse Township’s court in northern Shan State,
was killed by unknown gunmen in the town of Muse on Thursday as he was returning home
from the court in a vehicle.
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The vehicle of the judge of Muse Township Court after he was
shot in Muse Town on Thursday. / CJ

A video shows the victim in a vehicle being shot by a gunman
at close range while he was stopped at a place in the town.

Nine junta soldiers killed in PDF ambush in Magwe

Nine junta soldiers were killed and two others injured on
Wednesday when a resistance group, MG-6 Guerrilla from
Myingyan Township Mandalay Region, ambushed military
motorboats transporting food for the regime forces stationed
in an island village on the Irrawaddy River in Yesagyo
Township, Magwe Region, the PDF group said on Thursday.

Video shows resistance fighters including snipers attacking the
motorboats. After the ambush, regime forces responded with
heavy explosives, but all PDF fighters escaped from the area, the guerrilla group said.

Military checkpoint bombed by PDF drone in Magwe

Two Pyu Saw Htee pro-regime militia members were injured on the border of Myaing and
Pakokku townships in Magwe Region on Wednesday when Myaing-PDF drones dropped three
rifle grenades targeting a military checkpoint between two villages.

PDF aerial video shows regime forces fleeing after being bombed by a drone.
Junta battalion raided in Chin State

Resistance fighters of Chin Defense Force-Mindat. / CDF-
Mindat

Many junta soldiers were believed killed when ethnic Chin
resistance fighters of Chin Defense Force-Mindat attacked
an infantry battalion from close range in Mindat Township,
Chin State on Wednesday morning, the group claimed.

After the attack, regime forces arbitrarily bombarded
villages nearby using more than 20 artillery shells. A house

was destroyed in the shelling.

Military regime pavilion bombed in Dawei

As a warning attack, the resistance group Guerrilla Dawei claimed that on Wednesday evening
it bombed a pavilion built by the military regime on a strand in the town of Dawei in Tanintharyi
Region for the Thidingyut Festival, using a remote-controlled bomb.
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The resistance group said the military regime is using civilians as human shields to hold fake
festivals. In order to avoid harming civilians, the group bombed the junta’s pavilion before the
festival days, it said.

It appealed to civilians to avoid regime forces, and regime-controlled government departments
and festivities, due to potential attacks.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/judge-among-30-plus-myanmar-
junta-casualties-in-two-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

Monastery destroyed by airstrikes in eastern Myanmar

The latest aerial assaults in Karen State come a week after the fall of yet another military base
to anti-regime forces in the area

Linn Htin | Published on Oct 7, 2022

A monastery in the Karen State village of Mekatha lies in
ruins after coming under attack by fighter jets on
October 6 (KIC)

Airstrikes carried out by Myanmar’s military on
Thursday destroyed a monastery and several houses in a
village near the country’s border with Thailand, sources
in the area reported.

The pre-dawn attacks, which targeted the village of Mekatha in Karen (Kayin) State’s
Kyainseikgyi Township, began at around 2:30am and lasted about half an hour, residents said.

At least one of the 50 monks staying at the monastery was injured, according to its abbot, Ven.
Sirinna.

“l never imagined that something like this would ever happen here. | would understand it if |
were politically active, but I've just been focusing on my faith,” he said, speaking to the Karen
Information Center, a local news outlet.

“I’'m just running a teaching monastery. This attack has caused us so many problems,” he
added.

Myanmar Now was unable to determine if there were any other casualties from the attacks.
Details about houses that were damaged or destroyed were also unavailable.

According to a statement released by the Karen National Union (KNU), the airstrikes were
carried out by three fighter jets from the military’s air force base in Hmawbi, in Yangon Region.
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Last Wednesday, the KNU seized control of a nearby hilltop base located about 10km from
Payathonzu, a town on the Thai-Myanmar border that is also known as Three Pagodas Pass.

The group and its People’s Defence Force (PDF) allies reportedly killed 13 junta troops,
including a deputy battalion commander, in their assault on the base, which was occupied by
soldiers from Infantry Battalion 238.

The KNU and PDF forces under the command of the anti-regime National Unity Government
have successfully overrun several bases in the area, including some that have been controlled
by Myanmar’s military for decades.

According to KNU spokesperson Pado Saw Taw Nee, a number of battalion commanders have
been among the junta troops who have surrendered to resistance forces in recent months.

Meanwhile, local residents continue to face aerial attacks launched by the regime in a bid to
retake the bases.

One Payathonzu local told Myanmar Now that most residents of the area were awakened by
Thursday’s airstrikes.

“We couldn’t sleep because of the noise. They—I think they were fighter jets—were incredibly
loud. We also had to turn out all the lights so that they couldn’t see us,” he said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/monastery-destroyed-by-airstrikes-in-eastern-
myanmar

Child Victims of Myanmar Junta Air Strikes Recall Their Deadly Ordeal
By YUZANA | 7 October 2022

Whenever 10-year-old Aye Chan Moe sees a helicopter flying above her village of Let Yat Kone
in Sagaing Region, she is gripped by terror, fearful that she will be killed like her friends.

Until recently, the Grade 3 student was thrilled by the spectacle of helicopters in the sky. Like
other kids living in remote villages who rarely see aircraft, she would gleefully run out of her
house and watch helicopters flying above.

But now, just the sound of a helicopter is enough to leave her badly frightened. She was among
the “lucky” young survivors of the junta’s recent air strikes on her school. As a child exposed to

battlefield atrocities, she has suffered immeasurable trauma. The air strikes on Sept. 16 left 13

people dead, including seven children.

Witnessing death up close
On that sunny day, Aye Chan Moe and her friends were playing in the compound of a monastic

school attended by more than 200 students in Let Yat Kone, a couple of kilometers from
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Depayin town in Sagaing Region. Suddenly, two Russian-made Mi-35 military helicopters swept
down and opened fire on the school and its compound.

The military choppers fired machine guns and other heavy weapons at the school while the
children were playing and studying. Many kids, including Aye Chan Moe, ran to hide behind a
giant tamarind tree near their classrooms.

Amid the loud explosions, she saw Win Win Khaing, an 11-year-old girl from Grade 4, get hit in
the back and fall face down.

“Win Win Khaing was shot while she was running. | heard her shouting, ‘Sayama [teacher], help
me!”” Aye Chan Moe recalled. But no one could help Win Win Khaing as the helicopters above
their heads kept raining gunfire down on them. Minutes later, she died just where she fell.

While Aye Chan Moe and other children were hiding around the tamarind tree, Chaw Chaw, 12,
ran to Aye Chan Moe, limping badly. Aye Chan Moe saw one of Chaw Chaw’s feet had been
badly injured by an explosive that landed in her classroom.

“Her foot was shattered—almost nothing, no more bones,” Aye Chan Moe told The Irrawaddy.

Chaw Chaw was crying in pain. One of her eyes was also hit. Aye Chan Moe saw pieces of flesh
from the other children stuck to her head.

“She said to me, “l don’t know who will cure me. Help me!” Aye Chan Moe recalled. “I tried to
calm her by saying, ‘After the planes leave, our teacher will help cure your injuries. Stay strong,
Ma Ma [sister].”

After almost an hour of air strikes, infantry soldiers entered the school compound and shouted
at them to come out from hiding, or they would kill them all. Aye Chan Moe helped the injured
Chaw Chaw to walk with her, and other kids also emerged from their hiding places.

When they gathered in the staircase of the adjacent monastery that houses their classrooms,
Aye Chan Moe saw many injured students from Grade 6 and Grade 7. One of them was 7-year-
old Phone Tay Za, a Grade 1 student, who was lying in a pool of blood, his lower torso badly
injured.

“l am very sorry for them. | feel so sad,” Aye Chan Moe said in a low voice.
A boy loses his life trying to retrieve his bag
Phone Tay Za and his school bag and book

Phone Tay Za was one of the children brutally killed
by the regime’s Mi-35 military helicopters. His orange
school bag and bloodstained books were found near
the entrance of the classroom.

Page 10 of 71



His cousin Lin Lin, 8, also in Grade 1, said Phone Tay Za told Lin Lin he wanted to retrieve his bag
and suddenly ran to his classroom from their hiding place at the foot of the tamarind tree while
the helicopters continued to fire with heavy weapons.

The 7-year-old reached the bag, but as he was running back from the classroom, an explosive
landed near him. His cousin Lin Lin saw every detail of the gruesome scene.

“He called me from where he was lying in a pool of blood: ‘Ko Ko [brother], come and take me,
Lin Lin said, his voice cracked and trembling.

'III

I’'m hurt

“I was crying when | saw my young cousin lying in a pool blood. | had warned him not to
retrieve the bag,” Lin Lin recalled, weeping.

Phone Tay Za was killed on the spot in the air strike. Like him, 7-year-old Su Yati Hlaing was
brutally struck down. Lin Lin saw a piece of a projectile strike the forehead of one of his friends,
before another caused terrible, fatal injuries to Su Yati Hlaing.

“Su Yati Hlaing’s hands and feet were cut off by the weapons. And her chest became a big
hole,” Lin Lin said. “l saw other students with their guts coming out and their chests were

smashed.”

Su Yati Hlaing and her school bag

Phone Tay Za, Su Yati Hlaing, Win Win Khaing, 11, Zin
Nwe Phyo, 9, and three other children were killed in
the aerial attack, which the regime said targeted
People’s Defense Force and Kachin Independence
Army fighters it claimed were deployed in the school.
After the air strikes, at least 21 people, including injured children and teachers, were taken
hostage and they have yet to be released. Except for two with serious injuries, the children
haven’t been allowed to return home yet.

Hundreds of children fall victim to junta attacks, air strikes
A destroyed school building

Over the past 20 months since military chief Min Aung
Hlaing staged a coup on Feb. 1, 2021, the junta has been
brutally crushing all anti-regime opponents and resistance
forces without sparing the lives of innocent children
across the country.

Sagaing, where the Let Yat Kone school is located, is one
of the regions in central Myanmar targeted by the junta’s
fighter jets and military helicopters. Similarly, the junta has been using excessive force in the
form of military aircraft and infantry troops to crush resistance forces in Magwe in central
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Myanmar, Chin in the west, Tanintharyi in the southwest, Karen in the south and southeast,
Kayah in the east and Kachin in the north.

The junta’s forces have been indiscriminately attacking not only resistance areas but also
residential towns and villages, schools and religious buildings.

There have been 173 aerial attacks in Kayah State since the coup, according to the Progressive
Karenni People Force based in Kayah State. It said that more than 300 civilians, including many
children, were killed by regime forces in the area.

At least 234 children have been killed since the coup in junta raids and air strikes across the
country, according to the parallel National Unity Government’s Ministry of Women, Youths and
Children Affairs.

“I will create a catapult to shoot the fighter jets when | grow up.”

Among more than 1 million people who have been forced to leave their homes as internally
displaced persons since the coup, a large number of children have been suffering from regime
air strikes and raids with their families.

Saw Doh Doh, an 11-year-old ethnic Karen, is missing his two dogs, which were left in his village
when he and his family fled junta raids in Karen State. Although he lives in a refugee camp in
Lay Kay Kaw Township on the Myanmar-Thai border, he still needs to run and hide whenever
the junta’s fighter jets fly over.

““The airplane is coming! Run! Run!’ some people shouted,” Saw Doh Doh recalled. “I heard the
sounds of airplanes when | was having lunch. My younger sister and | ran without washing our
hands. Our rice plates also fell over.”

“As we cannot live in our village, we fled into the forest,” Saw Doh Doh told The Irrawaddy.

Like Saw Doh Doh, 12-year-old Karen girl Naw Khu Lar was among many children who were
forced to flee with their families due to junta raids in her village. She, too, heard the sounds of
airplanes while they were passing through fields on the way to a makeshift camp in a forest.
When they arrived in the forest, the military fighter jets were flying overhead. She saw a jet
clearly and prayed that she wouldn’t be shot.

“We were hiding under the bushes when the plane was overhead. There were a lot of leeches. |
am really afraid of and disgusted by them but | didn’t dare move. If the plane saw us, they
would shoot at us,” Naw Khu Lar said, recalling her experience of hiding from air strikes.

Like other children, she hasn’t been able to go to school for a long time because of the junta
raids on their villages.

In the 20 months from February 2021 to August 2022, 131 civilians were killed and 294 injured
in a total of 117 airstrikes by the junta’s jet fighters and helicopters, according to the Karen
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National Union (KNU). The ethnic armed group said those figures only counted air strikes and
casualties within their controlled territory.

Saw Min Lwin is another victim of the junta troops, who shot and wounded the 9-year-old in
the leg. Even though he was hurt, he had to run when military jets flew over their camp.

“I'ran and hid myself whenever | heard the sounds of airplanes and gunshots. Now my injured
leg is back to normal. | want to go home,” said Saw Min Lwin.

Children’s wishes

Kids hide from air strikes in Karen State

As the fortunate survivors and eyewitnesses to the horrific
massacre of their friends in Let Yat Kone, many kids,
including 10-year-old Aye Chan Moe and 8-year-old Lin Lin,
have been left with a permanent fear of aircraft.

“l was lucky enough to be spared this time [from the air strikes]. However | may not be spared
next time. | am afraid to die,” Aye Chan Moe told The Irrawaddy.

Lin Lin had nightmares for five days after the tragedy. In his dreams, he was in the school and
saw the students dying.

At the end of the interview with The Irrawaddy, Lin Lin had a request. “Please arrest those sit-
khwe [military dogs, referring to the military soldiers and junta] quickly. | want to go to school. |
want to study.”

The children from Karen State also expressed their wish to go home as soon as possible.

“l want to tell the soldiers not to come to our place. | am not happy here [in the camp]. | miss
my home,” said Saw Min Lwin.

Naw Khu Lar, 12, always prays that planes won’t shoot at them and prays to be able to go
home.

“l want to go to school. | want to have enough food to eat. And, | no longer want to hear the
sounds of gunshots and heavy weapons.”

Saw Doh Doh, a brave boy in Lay Kay Kaw, wants to rendezvous with his two dogs, Pa Lar and
Meggi. Before they fled their village, Saw Doh Doh was looking for his dogs but couldn’t find
them. He worries that they are hungry.

On the other hand, the 11-year-old boy also plans to fight back against the junta airstrikes when
he grows up.

“I' will create a catapult to shoot the fighter jets when | grow up.”
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Editor’s note: Some names in this story have been changed for security reasons.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/child-victims-of-myanmar-junta-air-strikes-recall-
their-deadly-ordeal.html

Children among 173 casualties from artillery, landmines in Myanmar since August

Nine children were killed and a dozen severely injured over two months in seven regions.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.10.07

Junta troops destroyed this house with shelling in a
village near Hahka, Chin state, Aug. 10, 2022. The
Chin Journal

Artillery and landmine blasts have killed at least 51
civilians and severely injured 122 others, including
more than 20 children, over the past two months in
seven Myanmar states and regions where the
military is fighting armed opposition groups, according to reporting by RFA Burmese.

The incidents occurred between Aug. 1 and Sept. 30 this year in Magway, Sagaing, and Bago
regions, and Kayin, Kayah, Chin, and Rakhine states, RFA learned in a series of interviews
with family members, rights groups, and anti-junta People’s Defense Force (PDF)
paramilitaries.

Nine children were among those killed and a dozen others were left with severe injuries that
included lost limbs from the blasts, which sources said were mostly the result of junta troops
firing artillery into villages and landmines triggered near residential areas, farms, and camps
for people displaced by violence.

RFA’s research found that the number of deaths and injuries from such incidents in the
seven regions and states increased from 21 and 46 in August to 30 and 76 in September.

The toll does not include the number of deaths and injuries resulting from junta airstrikes,
bombings, and gunfire from troops on the ground.

In one of the incidents documented by RFA, a seven-year-old child named Maung Gyi was
killed on Sept. 25 when an artillery round hit his home in Na Ga Yar village, in Rakhine state’s
Kyauktaw township.

The uncle of the boy, also known as Moung Ko Naing, told RFA that the shell was fired by
junta troops from the 9th Military Operations Command (MOC-9) in Kyauktaw at around 11
p.m. that evening.
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“The roof of the house was destroyed by the explosion,” he said.

“A shell fragment from the artillery blast hit Kyaw Maung’s son who was in the house. He
was killed on the spot.”

The incident in Na Ga Yar came just four days after a shell fired by MOC-9 injured four
members of a family in the same village, sources said, and amid increased clashes between
junta troops and ethnic Arakan Army (AA) insurgents following a two-year lull.

The fighting in Rakhine has claimed the lives of eight civilians and injured 24 others over the
past two months.

In compiling data for this report, RFA found that the highest number of casualties from
artillery and landmines occurred in Kayah and Rakhine states, as well as Sagaing and Bago
regions. The four states and regions accounted for 40 deaths and 95 injuries in August and
September, or nearly 80 percent of the total number of casualties.

An elderly Rakhine man is carried by fellow villagers
2. after he was injured by a landmine believed to be
:"""r buried by the junta troops in a village in Kyauktaw,

' Rakhine state on Sept. 8, 2022. Credit: Citizen
journalistindiscriminate attacks

Banyar, the director of the Karenni Human Rights
Group (KnHRG), told RFA he had seen a substantial
increase in the number of casualties in Kayah state after junta troops changed from using
more precise, defensive tactics to random, offensive ones.

“At first, the troops planted landmines in the vicinity of their camp, but now we see them
planting several landmines wherever they go. They clearly intend to hurt civilians,” he said.

“For example, we have seen the landmines they planted on roads leading to homes, in
residential compounds and near the stairs of houses.”

Banyar said the military also used to exclusively shell areas where there was ongoing
fighting.

“These days, they don’t appear to have any specific target and fire at random,” he said.

“Sometimes, they fire shells to blanket an entire area. These shells fall and explode around
civilians and cause severe casualties.”

RFA’s research found that PDF troops also regularly use artillery and landmines to target the
military, although none of the incidents documented for this report were attributed to such
attacks.
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Myo Thura Ko Ko, the spokesperson of anti-junta Cobra Military Column, which engages with
the military on a nearly daily basis in Kayin state, told RFA that his group is “careful when
firing artillery to avoid civilian casualties.”

“We ... fire artillery with accuracy and care,” he said, adding that Cobra fighters “only use the
kind of mines that won’t harm the civilians.”

Myo Thura Ko Ko claimed that his group had “never caused any civilian casualties,” while
junta troops “target civilians.”

Calls by RFA seeking comment from junta Deputy Information Minister Major General Zaw
Min Tun went unanswered Friday.

However, in May, the spokesman rejected claims that the military has targeted civilian areas
with artillery. He said, at the time, that only PDF fighters plant landmines near villages and
on roads, while the military only uses landmines to defend camp positions.

Stronger response needed

Min Zaw Qo, executive director of the Myanmar Institute for Peace and Security (MIPS), said
the relevant authorities should take action against those who are responsible for civilian
casualties, regardless of which side they are on.

“Whenever there are violations that cause harm to civilians, the relevant armed group
should take effective action,” he said.

“It is necessary to have mechanisms for investigation and prosecution in place to respond to
these kinds of violations. They will only continue if such mechanisms are weak.”

Research compiled by MIPS found that a total of 4,398 civilians died from artillery blasts,
landmine explosions, death by torture, shootings and targeted killings, in the more than 20
months since the military seized power in a Feb. 1, 2021 coup.

RFA also contacted UNICEF and the United Nations refugee agency via email seeking
comment on the situation of civilian casualties in Myanmar, but had yet to receive a
response by the time of publishing.

London-based Amnesty International said in July that junta troops are committing war
crimes through their indiscriminate use of landmines — mostly locally made M-14 and MM-2
landmines that have been banned by international treaties.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/casualties-10072022222419.html
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KIA, PDF Clash With Regime In Mangton
By SHAN - October 7, 2022

The Burma Army (BA) indiscriminately shelled Mangton (AKA Mantong or Manton) in northern
Shan State for two hours on 4 October, where it engaged in fighting with the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) and the People’s Defence Force (PDF).

Some of the shells destroyed some houses in Mangton, but fortunately the residents had
already fled after the armed groups opposing the military regime clashed with BA Infantry
Battalion 130 in Myoma Ward around 10:30am on Tuesday.

BA fired artillery in all directions and they were casualties on both sides, but the number wasn’t
known at the time of reporting.

A civilians house damaged by shelling

“l think residents of Mangton fled in 40 cars and trucks...

3 some have gone to Namtu and others to Lashio,” a local man
has informed SHAN, adding that the fighting had stopped for
now.

A regime government official has urged people who fled
earlier fighting in Namtu and Mangton townships, and the
recent clashes, to return to their homes by 15 October.

At the moment, ”l don’t know how they can expect civilians to return to their village in
Mangton Township,” the male source said. He explained that 40 families had been staying in
Kyu Saw since 2016 and the recent fighting had caused new families to flee to the village in
Namtu Township.

The displaced villagers from Namtu are from Pankaw, Loi Sapeik, Loi Kan and Loi Ann, an area
where the BA are facing off with the KIA and the PDF.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25395

‘l just want to know if he is dead or alive’: Armed group abductions in Shan
OCTOBER 7, 2022 | By FRONTIER

Civilians are caught in the middle of the conflict between ethnic armed groups in Shan State,
with some missing for more than a year amid a surge in detentions and forced recruitment.

OnJune 1, the families of Mai Chit Maung Lay and Tar Aik Ngin held a funeral for the two men,
who have been missing since March 30 last year.
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Restoration Council of Shan State soldiers perform drills
at the armed group's headquarters in Loi Tai Leng,
where some abducted civilians are said to be held.
(Frontier)

R TR

“It is not that we accept that they are dead. We're
making a donation to help them,” said Lway Aye Soat,
Chit Maung Lay’s wife.

The two men were allegedly abducted from their homes in Mansa village by the Restoration
Council of Shan State, as the ethnic armed group clashed with its rivals in northern Shan State’s
Namtu Township.

“That day at around 7pm, RCSS soldiers came and surrounded our house, shouting my
husband’s name” recalled Aik Ngin’s wife Lway Eain.

Chit Maung Lay was a member of the Ta’ang National Party, and Aik Ngin was an active
supporter. Both and were deeply involved in the community affairs of Mansa village.

“I cried and begged, don’t take my husband,” said Lway Eain, speaking through tears. “But they
said there was an investigation and they needed to interrogate him. That was the last time |
saw him.”

The families tried to appeal for their release via the village head but were unsuccessful.
“We tried various things. All we know is that they were arrested,” said the headman, Mai A Sai.

“l haven’t heard any news since then,” said Aye Soat, who insisted her husband is not affiliated
with any armed group.

After signing the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement with the government in 2015, RCSS troops
increasingly moved into northern Shan State, in an apparent attempt to expand their territory,
leading to clashes with rival ethnic armed groups the Shan State Progress Party and the Ta’ang
National Liberation Army.

Following the coup in February 2021, all three armed groups have avoided open involvement
with the nationwide revolt against the new military junta. The SSPP and TNLA have engaged in
some limited fighting against the military, but both the SSPP and RCSS have taken part this year
in a series of “peace talks” with the regime; the latter in particular has been accused of cosying
up to the regime.

Since the coup, allied forces of the TNLA, SSPP and the United Wa State Army have managed to
beat back the RCSS, reclaiming much of the lost territory and even gaining new ground. But the
fighting has had devastating consequences for civilian populations, with entire villages emptied
and livelihoods destroyed.
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Meanwhile, the RCSS has allegedly abducted civilians with suspected ties to the SSPP or TNLA,
while the TNLA and SSPP have been accused of forced recruiting.

Aye Soat said that her husband’s arrest left her and their three young children in a precarious
position, because he ran the family farm. After he had been taken into RCSS custody, the family
home burned down during fighting between the group and the TNLA in Mansa village in April
last year.

“There is no man in the house and now | have to do everything,” she said, explaining that she is
trying to raise her children while also working the fields and worrying about her husband’s fate.

“I feel like I'm living in the dark. | just want to know if he is dead or alive. It's worse not
knowing,” she said.

Frontier was unable to reach the RCSS, SSPP or TNLA for comment.

Around the same time as Chit Maung Lay’s abduction, in March last year, Mai Min Naing
hopped on his motorbike to ride from his home in Namhsan Township to the town of Kyaukme,
also in northern Shan. He was traveling with his grandfather Tar Aik Pyu and uncle Tar Kyaw
Sein Tun, both tea farmers, and planned to buy a golden umbrella and Buddha statue in
Kyaukme for their village pagoda to celebrate the Tabaung full moon day.

“Every time | think back to what happened that day, | feel very sad,” Min Naing said while
sobbing. “We left home that day with two motorcycles. | was riding one, and my grandfather
and my uncle were riding together on the other.”

When the group approached a checkpoint manned by RCSS troops on the Kyaukme-Mong
Ngaw road, Min Naing passed through easily. But when he turned to see the soldiers surround
his grandfather and uncle, he had to make a quick decision. Speeding off to Kyaukme, he soon
returned with members of a local charity.

The soldiers were gone, however, and new ones had taken their place. “The troops said they
didn’t arrest anyone or know anything,” Min Naing said.

Eighteen months on, the family has still received no news of their missing relatives. “Sometimes
| feel guilty about this,” Min Naing said. “I live with the pain.”

“No armed organisation can arrest civilians without reason,” said Lway Wai Hnin*, who works
for a civil society organisation based in Lashio, the northern Shan administrative hub. “This is a
violation of human rights; it’s a crime.”

Based on interviews with villagers and civil society organisations, Frontier recorded the alleged
abduction of over 20 civilians by the RCSS in the northern Shan townships of Namtu, Namhsan,
Kyaukme, and Hsipaw townships since last year. The Ta’ang Women’s Organization said the
Shan armed group had arbitrarily arrested 16 Ta’ang people and disappeared another 11 over
the last two years.
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The family of Mai Chit Maung Lay says he disappeared
after being abducted by the RCSS in March last year.
(Frontier)

Forced recruitment

But the RCSS is not the only ethnic armed group in Shan
that has been accused of mistreating civilians.

» Local media reported TNLA troops arrested around 20
civilians in July, following a dispute over forced recruitment in Pasan village tract of Kyaukme
Township, one of the areas the group had wrested from the RCSS.

According to the TNLA’s conscription policy, each Ta’ang family must contribute one soldier to
the armed group.

“The list of those eligible for military service is collected through the village head. Villagers
don’t want to send their children to military service, so they run away from their villages,” said
Ko Min Tun*, a resident of Kyaukme.

“Many of those who don’t want to join the TNLA move to cities elsewhere. Some families send
their sons to serve as monks.” Min Tun added.

The SSPP has also been accused of abductions and forced recruitment.

Local media reported that the SSPP arrested a group of 28 people in Naung Lai village in the
town of Panglong in southern Shan on August 1. While 15 of those arrested were released, 13
remained in custody, the news agency said.

A village secretary who asked not to be named said the SSPP also forcibly recruits soldiers in
Kyaukme Township.

“They come about once a year. When they ask for troops, all the families draw lots to see who
will have to serve in the army, because none of the families want their members to join,” he
said.

“Other homes in the village pay the families of those who volunteer, so that their own family
members don’t have to enlist in the SSPP. The village head has also been provided with a large
fund to pay families who provide men.”

Mai Kon Pwe, the 37-year-old secretary of Loi Pan village of Tangyan Township in northern
Shan, was taken by SSPP troops and held for several weeks last year.

The soldiers had arrived in May demanding five men from each village. “Nobody from my
village wanted to sign up and we didn’t want to force anyone to serve them, so it caused a
problem when they [the SSPP] returned in the first week of June,” said Kon Pwe. “They wanted
to take soldiers, and were angry.”
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The SSPP troops then snatched Kon Pwe and the village head Tar Kon Aik Oo from their homes.
“They tied us up with ropes and took us to their camp on a nearby hill,” Kon Pwe recalled. “The
experience was terrifying.”

On the night of the same day, one man and a woman were taken from neighbouring villages.
“They called me to the village elder’s house where | was tied up and arrested,” said 26-year-old
Mai Aik Kyaw. “They accused us of telling others not to speak in Shan when the troops arrived,
to evade capture.”

After the four were arrested, they were held in a prison camp and interrogated by SSPP
soldiers. “My legs were chained and | was kept in prison for around 10 days,” said Kon Pwe.

After three weeks of arrest, on June 29, the SSPP freed the men after village elders signed
contracts for their release in which they pledged that the men were not guilty of any crime.

“\\" ¢ TNLA soldiers parade at a Ta’ang National Revolution
' Day celebration in northern Shan State’s Tangyan
Township in January. (Frontier)

Keeping hope alive

While the fates of many of the missing remain a
mystery, some of those allegedly taken by the RCSS have
been released and reunited with their families.

Tar Kyar Yone, the head of Yay Oo village in Namtu
Township, was released with his two sons in April, a year after being detained by the armed
group.

“They entered the house to find weapons. They didn’t find any, but they took my husband and
sons away anyway,” Kyar Yone’s wife Lway Aye Khu told Frontier of his seizure last year.

A Sai, the headman from Mansa village, said local administrators are often caught in the
middle. “The village leaders have to deal with all nearby armed groups,” he explained. “We are
like hostages between them.”

The three prisoners were released from the RCSS headquarters in Loi Tai Leng, with some local
media reporting that they were SSPP solders. “They are not SSPP members at all,” Aye Khu
insisted. “They do not belong to any group.”

Kyar Yone told Frontier that they were held at a RCSS military camp for three months before
being sent to Loi Tai Leng. “They told me | am an informer for the TNLA and my sons are TNLA
soldiers.,” he claimed, denying their involvement with the TNLA.

Other families, however, are still enduring a torturous wait for news of their missing loved
ones.
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When the RCSS announced that it had released 24 prisoners of war in August, the family of Aik
Pyu and Kyaw Sein Tun were hopeful they were on the list.

“When we saw the news, we checked the photos to see if my grandfather were there,” said
family member Lway Sandar Myint.

But the names and faces of the two men were nowhere to be seen.

Wai Hnin, the civil society worker in Lashio, said ethnic armed groups have an obligation at the
very least to keep the families of detainees informed and be transparent about their actions. “If
the civilians were arrested by mistake, they should issue an official letter and apologise,” she
said.

The family of Aik Pyu said they would not donate the golden umbrella and Buddha statue
bought in Kyaukme last year until he was released.

Sandar Myint, meanwhile, has resorted to consulting an astrologist for crumbs of information
about her grandfather. “He said my grandfather is healthy,” she said. “We believe that our
grandfather will come back one day.”

* Denotes use of a pseudonym.

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/i-just-want-to-know-if-he-is-dead-or-alive-armed-group-
abductions-in-shan/

Charity Raffle Launched to Help Myanmar’s Displaced People
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 October 2022

A worldwide campaign, named “Stars Never Fall”, has been launched by anti-regime activists to
honor Myanmar’s four executed pro-democracy activists.

Veteran pro-democracy activist Ko Kyaw Min Yu, known as Ko Jimmy; former National League
for Democracy lawmaker and hip-hop star Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw; and protesters Ko Hla Myo Aung
and Ko Aung Thura Zaw were hanged by the regime on July 23 and 24 in Insein Prison.

Stars Never Fall organizers said while the campaign honors all those killed opposing the regime,
it is named after the four whose killing symbolizes the junta’s barbarism after nearly four
decades without any executions and despite international appeals for mercy.

Stars Never Fall will include a series of activities hosted by anti-regime activists across the
world. The first is a raffle for a signed guitar.

Activist Ma Myat Moe in San Francisco said both Ko Jimmy and Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw loved music.

All the proceeds will go to supporting those displaced by fighting, she added.
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The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reported on August 1
that there were an estimated 1.24 million displaced people across Myanmar, of whom around
897,000 had been displaced since the 2021 coup.

The guitar is signed by singer and composer Saung Oo Hlaing. It was recently won at an auction
funding the revolution by a group of activists.

A poster for charity raffle. / Facebook)

A total of 1,500 tickets are on sale for around 20,000 kyats each
with the winning ticket drawn on October 15. Tickets can be
purchased here.

Military defector Captain Lin Htet Aung said in a talk organized by
the campaigners that the executions were intended to intimidate
opponents but they had backfired.

“We grieve for our loss. But it didn’t make us weak, instead, we
— SEPT 24— > & .
openiNe DATE, worked harder for the revolution,” he added.

RAFFLE

prawiNgoN QCT 15

Ma Myat Moe said people will always remember the heroes’
sacrifice.

Guitar with Signature of Songﬂo: Hlajn g i
“We will always remember our heroes. The regime needs to know that we won’t be satisfied
until the end,” she said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/charity-raffle-launched-to-help-myanmars-
displaced-people.html

Junta weaponises digital banking transition to starve resistance funding
OCTOBER 7, 2022 | By FRONTIER

A shop owner advertises the Wave Money mobile
banking service. (AFP)

O s | A

gitéatesd ) @ Resistance fighters say ramped-up financial surveillance
: has made it harder to fund their struggle, as new central
bank rules separate ordinary people and business
owners from their money.

Ma Thinzar thought her small business selling imported
clothes over Facebook had survived the military takeover. Those around her were forced to
shutter operations amid the economic downturn that followed the February 2021 coup.
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However, she had continued to serve a loyal Yangon customer base, despite a free-falling kyat
eating into her margins.

That was until September 19, when the 29-year-old discovered that KBZ Bank had closed her
mobile money account without prior warning.

“It just happened this morning when | tried to transfer money to my supplier in Thailand,” she
told Frontier on the day of the closure. “There was more than four million kyat (US$1,900) in
my account!”

“I'm trying to keep my business afloat despite the skyrocketing cost of dollars, and now this has
happened to me. The bank said the account was closed because it had shown multiple
transactions over recent months, and now they can’t reopen it.”

“I’'m extremely angry and depressed at the same time,” she said, noting that her business had
operated within the shifting rules laid down by the junta-controlled Central Bank of Myanmar.

Ma Thinzar is one of many people affected by intrusive new rules from the CBM that make it
easier for the junta to monitor how citizens’ cash is spent. The rules apply to mobile wallets,
whose use has shot up since the military put withdrawal limits on ATMs shortly after the coup,
severely reducing the availability of cash. While this “digital transformation” may be beneficial
in normal circumstances, it has been weaponised by the regime in the absence of a functioning
legal framework to protect users.

gy g

At the start of 2021, Yoma Bank’s Wave Money had over
65,000 agents across Myanmar. (Frontier)

Four cuts, digitised

The new rules were contained in an August 15 directive sent
to mobile money providers and seen by Frontier. In it, the
CBM said all users of mobile banking applications had to

; “upgrade” their accounts or they would be frozen. To
upgrade, an account holder must supply providers with a photograph and video of their face, a
copy of their national identity card, and their mobile phone and SIM card numbers. Point 7 of
the directive specifies that “CCTV must be installed in all agents’ shops to record both senders
and beneficiaries [of mobile money transactions]”.

Over the following month, there were hundreds of anecdotal accounts of mobile money wallets
being frozen, predominantly those held by Myanmar’s largest bank, KBZ. Inside sources

told Frontier that no effort had been made by the CBM or junta to claim the balance of frozen
accounts, and that funds remain in mobile money operators’ trust accounts. Operators have
told customers they can reclaim funds, but it is unclear if any have managed to do so

The CBM directive is part of raft of measures that allow the junta to more accurately locate and
identity citizens. These include a threat to deactivate SIM cards that are not registered to a
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Citizen Scrutiny (or “National Registration”) Card, strict night-time inspections of homes to
check for unregistered guests, and a demand that citizens request permission from local
administrators to travel before moving between regions. There have also been

that the regime is attempting to establish “smart cities” by importing face recognition
CCTV technology from China.

In theory, by firmly linking users’ faces, names and personal details to accounts that previously
only required a telephone number to open, the CBM’s August directive allows providers to tie
each digital transaction to a distinct sender and beneficiary. Interception laws that preceded
the coup mean providers must surrender this information, along with a users’ banking history
and location, to the junta on request.

Although bureaucratic inefficiency and a lack of technical know-how may prevent the junta
from fully using its surveillance tools, recent prosecutions show it is already using this
information to locate, starve and in some cases kill its opponents.

In a press conference on September 20, military spokesperson Major-General Zaw Min Tun said
the new CBM rules were mainly aimed at cracking down on fraud facilitated by mobile
payments. However, he betrayed what was probably the regime’s real concern when he added,
“It’s also to protect agents from being abused by the terrorists [opposition groups] and later
charged in terrorism-related crimes.”

Although it has targeted a range of dissidents, the regime is most concerned with cutting supply
lines to the armed resistance groups and the parallel National Unity Government, which it has
labelled terrorist organisations. As battles again erupt in Rakhine State, and with the dry season
likely to promote fiercer fighting, armed resistance groups continue to pose an existential
challenge to the regime. To cut off their financing is, for the junta, more vital than ever, and
resistance sources told Frontier the regime had had some success in doing this.

Aside from freezing accounts and removing sender anonymity, point 8 of the CBM’s August
directive states that people wanting to maintain or set up a “Level 3” account — enabling large
mobile transactions, in excess of 5 million kyat ($1,600) — must now gain, in person, written
recommendations from both their local administrator and police force. This is an impossible ask
for those forced by the junta to go into hiding or operate from “liberated” territory controlled
by resistance groups.

A source working for the NUG from Thailand told Frontier last month that several of his KBZPay
mobile money accounts had been closed without explanation.

“All my accounts were used for fundraising for our shadow government, who | work for
remotely. All of them were frozen by KBZ Bank earlier this year, so | began using a trusted
friend’s account, but even that was closed last week. It contained around 1 million kyat (5473)
which | can’t access anymore,” he said.
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“When | contacted their call centre, KBZ said the account was closed by direct order of the
[junta]. They apologised but said there was nothing they could do about it,” he said, adding that
we was too frightened to report the account closures on social media, for fear of arrest and
torture if deported to Myanmar.

Ko Bike Pu, a fighter from a People’s Defence Force in Sagaing Region, told Frontier that his
battalion had accepted public donations via KBZPay and WavePay before the directive was
introduced, but now most of the group’s accounts had been closed.

“We lost all the contributions, and all of our missions have been delayed because of it. We are
now being very careful about how we take donations over these apps, and are thinking of
alternative approaches,” he said.

Another resistance fighter operating in Bago Region in territory controlled by the Karen
National Liberation Army told Frontier that his battalion is now almost entirely dependent on
funds from supporters abroad, deposited to accounts opened by his friends and other trusted
individuals. “We don’t register the accounts with our own names. We use different names;
some of which are family members, or close friends,” he said.

As the junta attempts to suppress and control access to funds, armed resistance groups are
turning to a digital currency that is beyond the regime’s reach.

A member of Yangon-based anti-coup youth organisation Octopus, which organises flash mob
protests in the city, told Frontier that his group was now using NUGPay — a payment platform
that uses a digital kyat — to receive funds both from inside the country and from overseas.

“Since last year, all our KBZPay accounts have been exposed by military supporters and
reported to the [junta] for closure. We migrated to WavePay to receive funds by using secret
codes, until this new CBM policy was introduced,” he said.

“We've since opened NUGPay accounts to receive funds in an alternative way. There are agents
and fees to pay depending on the transaction you make, and it works via a QR code which is
generated by the payee and scanned by the beneficiary,” he added.

NUGPay was launched by the NUG’s Ministry of Finance and Investment on June 26 as a pilot
project, with up to 10,000 users able to join. According to an NUG announcement on August 2,
5,000 users have opened accounts so far.

Since the new digital kyat uses blockchain technology, the military council cannot trace
transactions, and users can top up money into NUGPay through its official agents. As the use of
QR codes suggests, there is no need for an account holder to ever reveal a phone or account
number linking them to their wallet.

However, the junta has outlawed NUGPay, putting anyone with the application on their phone
in danger of arrest. This might inhibit the growth of the platform as a safe, efficient funding
medium for the resistance.
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Restrictions on ATM withdrawals put in place by the
junta have caused more people to rely on mobile
wallet transactions. (Frontier)

‘I've given up’

While the junta may be primarily targeting
resistance financing, many ordinary citizens and
businesses have been locked out of their accounts.
When they complain, banks and mobile money
providers often provide them with contradictory explanations, or claim to be unable to help,
suggesting they contact the CBM, which rarely if ever responds.

“I've been using KBZPay for a long time — with the same SIM code, under the same registered
name — but | can’t transfer anything,” said Ma Nan, a woman in Lashio in Shan State, about the
freezing of her account last month.

“l spoke to the call centre who, after checking all my info, said everything was correct and that
it had been a mistake to shut down my account. They told me to email the CBM, who’ve yet to
reply,” she told Frontier.

Ma Thae Hsu, a sales executive who runs an online shop from Yangon, had a similar experience
when her account was suddenly closed on September 18.

“I saw that my Level 2 KBZPay account, which has always been registered to the same SIM and
name, had been closed ... When | asked the bank for a reason, the agent told me it’s because |
had a lot of money! | was just selling and buying things for my [online] shop ... there was exactly
176,362 kyat! (583),” she said.

“They later apologised, blamed the CBM and asked me to email it a complaint letter ... but still,
no reply [as of September 22],” she added. “To be honest, I've given up. They didn’t even warn
me before they did such a thing. I'd say they [the bank] are stealing from their own customers.”

A September 22 article in junta mouthpiece the Global New Light of Myanmar quoted a KBZ
statement that similarly invited customers to “report to CDM directly if their accounts are
frozen unfairly”. The article also warned that users failing to follow the new procedures would
have their accounts “cancelled”.

Mobile money providers contacted by Frontier refused to talk on record due to fear of reprisals.

However, Ko Myo Aung, an agent for WavePay in Yangon’s Insein township, said the CBM’s
measures had made it harder for ordinary people to support their families.

“Many Wave users rely on the service to transfer money to their loved ones in other parts of
the country,” he told Frontier. “I think the main purpose [of the new measures] is to gather
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more information on users, to monitor them until they can decide whether they are supporters
of resistance groups or not.”

“They [mobile money providers] should have sent customers warnings first. Because they
didn’t, people are extremely angry. Among the KBZPay and WavePay users whose accounts
were closed are those who run online businesses, such as clothing stores and bakeries. If [the
companies] want to close the accounts, they should at least allow users to withdraw their hard-
earned cash beforehand,” he added.

“But now, all of their profits are gone.”

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/junta-weaponises-digital-banking-transition-to-starve-
resistance-funding%EF%BF%BC/

At least 5 former military officers killed by Myanmar armed opposition since November

The groups say their victims were targeted for publicly supporting the junta.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.10.07

Former Brigadier General Ohn Thwin is seen in this
undated photo at the Tatmadaw (Military) Day Parade in
Naypyidaw, Myanmar. Inya Urban Force - IUF

, { Armed opposition groups have assassinated five
N/ qg y former officers in Myanmar’s military, including one
ﬂjL il by . believed to have close ties to the vice chairman of the
junta, for what they claim is their public support of the regime and as retribution for the
execution of prominent pro-democracy activists.

The assassinations -- which highlight the increasingly complex idea of "justice" and who
defines it in Myanmar's post-coup chaos -- took place over a 10-month period between
November 2021 and September this year, RFA Burmese has learned, based on data compiled
through local media reports and testimonies from sources with knowledge of the four
incidents.

Anti-junta groups killed Navy Lieutenant Commander Thein Aung, the chief financial officer
of military-owned telecom company Mytel, on Nov. 4, 2021 in Ma Yan village tract, in
Yangon region’s Kungyangon township; Captain Thein Myint, the chairman of the War
Veterans Association of Naypyidaw’s Tatkon township, on Jan. 16, 2022; Major Tin Maung
Aye on Feb. 3, 2022 in Yangon’s North Dagon township; and Brigadier General Ohn Thwin,
the head of the Myanmar War Veterans Association, and his son-in-law, Captain Ye Tayza, on
Sept. 24, 2022 in Yangon’s Hlaingtharya township.
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The assassination of Ohn Thwin —who had served as Myanmar’s ambassador to Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, the Maldives, and South Africa — made him the highest-ranking junta target
killed by armed opposition groups since Thein Aung in November last year.

Sources say that Ohn Thwin was the mentor of Vice Senior General Soe Win — the junta’s vice
chairman and second-in-command — although RFA was unable to independently verify the
claim. The Myanmar War Veterans Association, which he ran, is a source of recruits for the
junta’s operations to wipe out the country’s armed resistance, according to a report by the
Irrawaddy online news journal.

Former Navy Lieutenant Commander Thein Aung
[left] and ex-Major Tin Maung Aye. Credit: Citizen
journalist and Tin Maung Aye Facebook

‘Lawless’ acts

e ¥ et
K ' . Speaking to RFA about the killings, Sayar Kyaung,
K Alw spokesperson for the anti-junta Yangon Urban
Guerrilla Association, said his group is “targeting ex-military officials working for the junta,”
and “not every veteran or former officer.”

“Some veterans understand justice. They keep silent [about their opposition to the junta],
even though they don’t publicly show support for the people,” he said.

“Others are still working for the junta and standing up for them. We are targeting these
kinds of veterans. We believe this is the right thing to do.”

Sayar Kyaung said veterans like Ohn Thwin have “become pillars for the junta and are
spreading the wrong messages and ideas to the people.”

He did not provide details about how his group defines “support” for the junta, or “wrong”
messages and ideas. It was also unclear who is responsible for making such decisions and
ordering the assassinations.

Ohn Thwin was known to denounce officials from the National League for Democracy (NLD),
which was ousted by the military in a Feb. 1, 2021 coup, and had posted comments
applauding authorities for violently cracking down on peaceful anti-junta protests.

A group known as the Inya Urban Force claimed responsibility for assassinating Ohn Thwin
because of "his public support for the junta."” The group has also claimed that it “doesn’t
target every military veteran.”

Urban guerrilla groups based in Yangon, Mandalay and Naypyidaw also say their attacks are
in response to the junta's July 25 execution of four democracy activists, including prominent
former student leader Ko Jimmy and a former NLD lawmaker. Prior to those executions,
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which prompted protests at home and condemnation abroad, only three people had been
executed in Myanmar in the past 50 years.

However, Thein Tun Oo, executive director of pro-military think-tank Thaynaga Institute for
Strategic Studies, composed mostly of ex-military officers, characterized the slaying of
military veterans who are no longer actively serving in the military as "an act of cruelty.”

“They may have served in the military in the past. But they are now civilians, as they have
retired from their service,” he told RFA.

“We question why they feel the need to kill civilians. There are many questions to answer.
Killing veterans without providing a proper reason is a very brutal and murderous act.”

Thein Tun Oo claimed that the junta’s executions of the four democracy activists was “a
lawful action taken through the judicial system after moving through the appeals process,”
while the killing of former military officers is “lawless.”

< 7‘-03503&568:5}@98:@?3: Public support

Qfop$

A resident of Yangon, who spoke to RFA on condition
of anonymity for security reasons, called the
assassination of former top military officials like Ohn
Thwin “an important step in the fight against the

o _4/{ military regime.

“It is not easy to kill top military officials like that. The assassins must have carefully
observed his daily life and meticulously planned for the attack,” she said.

“The assassins are also putting themselves in danger to do that. If they get caught, they will
be crushed brutally. They would be killed or get multiple lengthy prison sentences. So, | think
this is a very important act in fighting against and getting rid of the military regime.”

Residents of Naypyidaw told RFA that some former military officials from Yangon and
Mandalay moved to the capital after the assassination of Ohn Thwin, presumably out of fear
for their safety.

Political analyst Than Soe Naing told RFA that while killing former military officers is “not a
moral act,” it is “necessary in a revolution.”

“These assassinations by revolutionary fighters will dishearten members of the military and
dissolve unity in the military. So, | conclude that this is an indispensable act in the success of
a revolution.”

Than Soe Naing said that the assassination of Ohn Thwin sends “a clear message” to the
junta’s supporters and others who acted as pillars of the military regime that they are “no
longer safe.”
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In April, then-Vice Chairman of Myanmar’s Central Bank Than Than Swe, widely seen as pro-
military, was the target of an unsuccessful assassination attempt, when unknown assailants
shot her at her apartment complex in Yangon amid a public outcry over a new Central Bank
directive ordering the sale of all U.S. dollars and other foreign currency at a fixed rate to
licensed banks.

The 55-year-old was sworn in after the military seized power from Myanmar’s democratically
elected National League for Democracy (NLD) government in a Feb. 1, 2021, coup.

Believed to be the most senior junta official to be shot since the takeover, she was severely
injured in the incident, but lived.

In August, she was promoted to head the Central Bank amid a shake-up of the bank’s
leadership analysts warned was part of a bid by the military regime to assume control of the
country’s financial sector and extend its grip on power.

The Yangon Region Military Subdivision Administration, a coalition of anti-junta People’s
Defense Force (PDF) paramilitaries and allied guerrilla groups, announced on April 7 that
they had carried out a total of 1,128 attacks on military targets over the previous seven
months, including the attack on Than Than Swe.

Thailand's Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma) says authorities in Myanmar
have killed at least 2,338 civilians in the more than 20 months since last year's coup, mostly
during peaceful anti-junta protests.

Translated by Ye Kaung Myint Maung for RFA Burmese. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/assassinations-10072022192157.html

Preparations are being made continuously to hold the general election after the emergency
period provisions are completed: UEC chair

PUBLISHED 7 OCTOBER 2022 | EMG

< W UEC chairman U Thein Soe is seen at the coordination
T

meeting on the correctness of the voter lists and the
designation of polling stations held on October 5.

Preparations are being made continuously to hold a free
and fair multi-party democratic general election in
accordance with the 2008 Constitution after the
completion of the emergency provisions, said U Thein Soe,
chairman of the Union Election Commission (UEC) at the coordination meeting on the
correctness of the voter lists and the designation of polling stations held on October 5.
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The parties need to think ahead to make the next election a free and fair election that is
organized and accepted by the public. According to the process 1 of the five objectives of the
State Administration Council (SAC), the appropriate actions including the inspection of the voter
lists have been carried out in accordance with the law. According to the process 5, preparations
are continuously being made to hold a free and fair multi-party democratic general election in
accordance with the 2008 Constitution after the completion of the emergency period
provisions, he said.

In addition, the relevant regional and state election sub-commissions must change and update
the basic voter lists for each township in their regions and states. The population statistics such
as deaths must be updated monthly in cooperation with the relevant departments. In addition,
location of polling station, fulfillment of polling equipment and requirements must be met
continuously. The relevant regional and state election sub-commissions need to combine,
reinforce and train the polling station staff according to the relevant regions and states to get
ready, he said.

In the coordination meeting, the officials presented the task to complete and correct the voting
lists, to determine polling stations and to make preparatory activities related to filling the
polling station equipment and the chairman of the UEC coordinated the business needs.

Members of the UEC, commission officials, election officials from the regions, states and union
territory election commissions attended the coordination meeting to prepare for the pre-
election process.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/preparations-are-being-made-continuously-to-hold-the-
general-election-after-the-emergency

UN Mission in Myanmar is Lending Legitimacy to Genocidal Military Regime
By BO KYI | 7 October 2022

The traditional approach to humanitarian aid embraces principles like impartiality, neutrality,
independence, and humanity. United Nations agencies and international non-profits cherish
these ideals, and yet they also empower the legitimacy of a genocidal military regime.

The failure to criticize military atrocities and name the junta as perpetrator tells us they fear the
regime more than bereaved mothers, fathers and loved ones across the country who
courageously speak out.

It is Min Aung Hlaing and his generals who caused the suffering — before opening the door just
enough so that aid would flow through the military and give it legitimacy.
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In fact, some of the neediest citizens are in Sagaing and Magway, where resistance is fierce and
the junta is losing territory. Analysis by Special Advisory Council for Myanmar finds that the
junta has stable control of only 17% of the country.

The junta terrorists will lose more territory in the future, but the destruction will only get
worse: the path ahead is towards even more suffering.

Yet, relying on behind-the-scenes pressure and engagement will not work now. It has never
worked in the past. UN agencies and international non-profits must engage in principled
criticism to remind the military junta that the world is still watching.

This was most recently demonstrated on September 16. At least 12 people, including seven
children, were killed in a military junta airstrike and ground assault at a monastic school in
Depayin Township, northwestern Myanmar.

We know it was the military that committed this crime, with first-hand testimonies and cross-
referenced local sources in media and civil society reports confirming it within days.

The UN Secretary General’s spokesperson even said so. Yet UN agencies in Myanmar
and international aid groups refused to name the perpetrators.

The UN’s Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar (IIMM) released a statement on
September 27, saying the atrocity may be a war crime and that the school “came under attack
by Tatmadaw forces”.

Graphic images of heads blown off, bone fragments, and distraught mothers outside the
monastery school in Depayin circulated online. These recent victims join a total 32 civilians
murdered in junta airstrikes since the coup, and this remains a conservative figure, verified by
our documentation and research department.

Images and statistics like these are all too familiar to Myanmar netizens since the coup, but it
doesn’t make them any less traumatizing. Language matters: letters of concern and vague
statements will be used by the military and its international pariah allies to “blame both sides”.

The same can be said for choosing to cite or not cite AAPP data, which the military made a
political act punishable by “severe action” when it labeled us an illegal organization in April
2021.

Independent media and civil society documenters need support — through direct criticism of the
military junta. Journalists are being targeted with arrests, torture, rape, and murder. A terror
campaign that extends beyond airstrikes is impacting the documentation of the other human
rights violations ravaging Sagaing Region.

AAPP has observed the junta increasingly use property seizures to collectively punish the pro-
democracy movement. The AAPP team has interviewed several victims who have had their
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homes — built after years of saving, or passed down the generations — raided and seized by
junta militia.

Across the country, some 30,000 buildings including schools, churches, and other religious
buildings have been burned to the ground. It is the junta that is looting and targeting these
buildings. Other reports have implied ‘both sides’ are perpetrating similar violations, but these
reports are neither neutral nor impartial, and therefore useless.

Children as young as one year old are being taken into secret detention to threaten and punish
pro-democracy supporters on the run. According to the AAPP database, 47 children have been
taken hostage since the coup, and 40 remain in detention.

The junta is using hostage-taking as a weapon, demonstrating a brutal worldview where anyone
who resists them is an enemy of the state and a legitimate target.

The internet is cut across huge swaths of the country, informers and junta officials hold night-
time inspections; 74 captured pro-democracy forces have been brutally tortured to death in
interrogation. In rural areas they are burnt alive, with 80 of these victims documented since the
coup.

When student protestors resist with peaceful flash strikes, junta soldiers don’t think twice
about ramming them with a speeding car. Seven civilians have been killed like this since the
military takeover on February 1, 2021.

Combine this daily terror with a collapsing economy and it is no wonder that the mental health
of people is under incredible strain. We know humanitarian needs, including the need for
psychosocial care, are immense. But time and time again, we tell donors that this cannot be
delivered through the junta.

There are practical alternative channels, who are not responsible for the country’s suffering.
These include the National Unity Government (NUG) and its interim-People’s Administrations,
local-aid and cross-border providers, and Ethnic Resistance Organizations (EROs) who have
been doing this work for decades.

Attempts by the ASEAN Coordinating Center for Humanitarian Assistance (AHA Center) to
deliver humanitarian aid to the people are doomed to fail if the military junta, which is directly
causing the crisis, is in control of distribution.

Ultimately, aid organizations’ decision to ignore the culprit of crimes like the September 16
atrocity makes sense if they have signed memoranda of understanding with the junta and want
to avoid antagonizing a very-antagonizable Min Aung Hlaing.

In the past it was the same: UN agencies were pressured by the military not to hire former
political prisoners and others with a pro-democracy background. They rented their office
buildings and residences from military leaders and relatives. We did not get transparency then,
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and we are not getting transparency now. The UN ought to uphold transparency in their
interactions with the military, guided by the same principles they work by.

It is time for principled criticism of the rights abuses by the military.

All data quoted is as of October 3, 2022, and available
at https://airtable.com/shrow3z7dyloqdUv4 & https://airtable.com/shrYUbzQelhKXQ68x/tbls
wChRJGSzJWr7k

Bo Kyi is a former political prisoner and current joint secretary of the Assistance Association of
Political Prisoners Burma.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/un-mission-in-myanmar-is-lending-legitimacy-to-
genocidal-military-regime.html

US Places Myanmar Arms Dealers on Sanctions Blacklist
By AFP | 7 October 2022

WASHINGTON—The US Treasury placed a group of Myanmar arms dealers and their company
Dynasty International on its sanctions blacklist Thursday for their support of the “oppressive”
military junta.

The sanctions targeted Dynasty owners Aung Moe Myint and his brother Hlaing Moe Myint,
and Dynasty director Myo Thitsar, for supplying weapons, armaments, missiles and aircraft to
the regime, which has been condemned widely for violent repression of the political opposition.

“Following the February 1, 2021, coup that overthrew Burma’s democratically elected civilian
government, the military has committed numerous atrocities against people in Burma,
including the violent repression of political dissent, the killing of over 2,300 innocent civilians,
and displacement of more than 900,000 people,” the Treasury said in a statement, using
another name for the country.

“Since the February 2021 coup, Aung Moe Myint has facilitated various arms deals and
weapons purchases on behalf of Burma’s military,” the Treasury said.

In addition, the US Department of State placed former Myanmar police chief and ex-deputy
home affairs minister Than Hlaing on its sanctions list for his alleged involvement in the
extrajudicial killing of protesters in February 2021.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/us-places-myanmar-arms-dealers-on-sanctions-
blacklist.html
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