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Myanmar Resistance, Ethnic Forces Kill at Least 15 Junta Personnel in Two Days
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 October 2022

At least 15 junta forces including a pro-junta militia leader were reportedly killed during attacks
by People’s Defense Force (PDF) groups and ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) targeting
regime forces in the last two days.

Myanmar has seen clashes and urban attacks involving PDFs and EAOs in Yangon, Sagaing,
Bago, Ayeyarwady and Tanintharyi regions and Karen and Rakhine states.

The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant attacks by resistance and
ethnic forces as well as the junta’s arbitrary shelling of civilian targets.

Ward administration office bombed in Yangon

The Yangon Underground Association (YUA) claimed that member organization Generation Z
Defense Force (GZDF) managed to bomb the junta-run Kyaungkone Ward administration office
in Shwepyithar Township, Yangon on Wednesday afternoon.

Pyu Saw Htee pro-junta militia leader U Khin Maung Kyi, who
was killed in Mawlamyaingkyun on Wednesday.

The group used two remote-controlled bombs to attack the
office. In the attack, an office staffer and some civilians who
were visiting the office to register on guest lists were injured.

The group apologized for injuring civilians and urged people to
avoid regime forces, their allies and junta-run offices and
departments due to potential attacks.

Junta official’s store bombed in Yangon

Yangon-based resistance group the South Dagon Guerrilla
Force (SDGF) claimed to have bombed the liquor store of
junta-appointed ward administration member U Aung Kyaw Saw in the Yusana Garden Housing
complex in South Dagon Township, Yangon on Wednesday night.

Ko Naing, a member of a pro-military Pyu Saw Htee
militia, is detained by PDF members in Tanintharyi
Township on Tuesday. / DST

The group said the attack was intended as a warning to
the owner to stop contributing to the junta and selling
the military-linked product Myanmar Beer. A vehicle
was also damaged in the attack.
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10 junta soldiers killed in upper Sagaing

At least 10 junta forces including an army officer were reportedly killed in Kyunhla Township,
Sagaing Region on Tuesday when the township PDF group and PDF Battalion 1 of Kantbalu
District attacked a military detachment of 40 troops traveling to a village near Tha Phan Seik
dam, local media outlet Infinity Group reported.

Many troops were injured in the clash. There were no PDF casualties, Infinity said.
Junta-run immigration department bombed in Sagaing

Two junta soldiers were seriously injured in the town of Sagaing, Sagaing Region on Tuesday
when the People’s Dictatorship Revolutionary Force-PDRF bombed the immigration office, the
group said on Wednesday. Some office staff were also injured.

The group urged civilians to avoid regime forces and junta-run departments due to potential
attacks.

Resistance snipers of KNLA’s Cobra Column take part in an
operation against junta forces in Karen State on
Wednesday. / Cobra Column

Four junta forces killed, injured in Bago

A junta police officer was killed and three others including
a Pyu Saw Htee pro-regime militia member were injured
during a firefight with the Bago Region PDF group in
Paukkhaung Township, Bago Region on Wednesday,

according to the resistance group.

A shootout broke out between two villages when the PDF fighters ambushed regime forces
escorting a group of junta-appointed administrators returning from a meeting.

Pro-junta militia leader killed in Ayeyarwady

A 40-year-old internally displaced woman who was
injured in a junta artillery strike in Minbya Township on
Wednesday. / CJ

Ayeyarwady Dolphin PDF group claimed to have killed U
Khin Maung Kyi, the leader of a pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee
militia, in Mawlamyaingkyun Township, Ayeyarwady
Region on Wednesday evening.

The assassination was part of Operation Nann Htike Aung,
the group said, adding that it will continue to target junta
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informants, administrators and businesses contributing to the military regime. People are urged
to avoid them, it said.

Pro-junta militia member arrested in Tanintharyi

Pyu Saw Htee pro-regime militia member Ko Naing, 35, was arrested and his M-16 rifle and
ammunition seized by the PDF group Dragon Soldiers of Tanintharyi on Tuesday evening while
he was going out to bathe near Nyaung Pin Kwin Village in Tanintharyi Township, Tanintharyi
Region, the PDF group said on Wednesday.

KNLA, resistance snipers kill three junta soldiers in Karen

Three junta soldiers were killed in Myawaddy Township, Karen State on Wednesday when
resistance snipers of the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and allied resistance groups
ambushed regime forces of Light Infantry Battalion 104 attempting to occupy an area near
Taung Ni Village, said KNLA’s cobra column.

Clashes have been reported nearly every day for weeks, as junta forces have been trying to
conduct raids in the area.

On Wednesday afternoon, a fierce clash broke out in the township when KNLA and Cobra
Column troops attacked regime forces of three military battalions attempting to occupy the
Lukhoe area with 120-mm artillery support from two junta outposts nearby.

Resistance forces also responded to the junta raid with drone strikes. In the clash, at least three
soldiers were injured, but no casualties were reported on the resistance side.

Clash breaks out in Rakhine

A clash erupted between junta forces and the ethnic Arakan Army (AA) near Thayatpyin Village
in Buthidaung Township on Wednesday morning, according to local media.

Details of casualties were not known for either side.

The same morning, villages near Manyin Mountain were attacked by a junta jet fighter and
military forces stationed on the mountaintop using heavy explosives, despite the fact that no
clash was occurring with AA troops.

On Wednesday night, junta forces randomly fired artillery shells at villages in Minbya and
Buthidaung townships without provocation. Due to the junta shelling, a 40-year-old female
internally displaced person from Pharpyo Village was injured while sheltering in Kyantike Village
in Minbya.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-resistance-ethnic-forces-
kill-at-least-15-junta-personnel-in-two-days.html
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Military destroys roads used to bypass Monywa checkpoints

Roads linking Sagaing Region’s largest city to nearby villages have been repeatedly bulldozed in
recent days, say locals

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Oct 6, 2022

)3

The road connecting the Monywa industrial zone to the
village of Lezin, seen on October 5 (Supplied).

Myanmar’s military has moved to tighten security
around Sagaing Region’s largest city in recent days by
cutting off access from nearby villages, according to
locals.

. bt o7 = Residents of the area say that junta troops have
destroyed several roads linking Monywa —where the headquarters of the military’s
Northwestern Regional Command is located—to outlying villages since Monday.

On Wednesday morning, the road connecting Monywa’s industrial zone to the village of Lezin,
about 7km southeast of the city, became the latest to be bulldozed, locals said.

The day before, a section of the road to Amyint, a village about 30km to the south, was also
also reportedly demolished.

The push to close gaps in the perimeter of the city comes days after reports of clashes between
local defence forces and junta supporters in Monywa.

“Most of the revolutionary forces here are taking part in urban guerrilla warfare, so they’re
doing this to stop us from launching attacks,” said the spokesperson for a local defence group.

According to Soe Win Swe, an officer with the Monywa People’s Defence Team (Pa Ka Pha), the
roads that have been closed are often used to bypass checkpoints.

“That’s probably why they’re trying to shut them down for good,” he said.

The road from Monywa to Amyint, seen after it was
torn up by the military on October 4 (Supplied)

Residents say that the roads are also important for
local farmers, who depend on them for access to
markets.

“Most of the villagers around here bring their crops
into the city, and now the military is trying to
destroy the roads that we use to conduct business,”

A nyWa-AMyﬁnt Road Information

said one villager.
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Some locals have even tried to repair the roads. However, one that was fixed after being torn
up on Monday was destroyed again on Wednesday.

“Even after we fixed the road, they came back and demolished it again. This is just idiotic and
oppressive,” said the villager, who did not want to be named.

Meanwhile, attacks on junta forces in the area continue to provoke reprisals targeting civilians.

On Tuesday, a junta convoy was ambushed with explosives near the village of Mon Yway, which
was raided soon after the attack, according to residents.

At least five houses were torched, said one villager.

“They rounded up all the men and started torching the houses of the former administrator and
others associated with the ousted government,” he said.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-destroys-roads-used-to-bypass-monywa-
checkpoints

Six NLD supporters murdered in Mandalay’s Nyaung-U Township

The killings come days after the assassination of a local representative of the military’s proxy
party, the USDP

Aung Naing | Published on Oct 6, 2022

NLD supporters join a pre-election event in in 2020
(Myanmar Now)

A total of six people affiliated with Myanmar’s ousted
ruling party were killed earlier this week by pro-junta
. forces in Mandalay Region’s Nyaung-U Township, local
sources reported.

Three of the victims—Win Aung Moe, 52, Nyein Chan
Min, 42, and Thaw Mi Mi Win, 32—were found dead early Monday morning, hours after they
were taken from their homes in Singu, a village some 30km southwest of the town of Nyaung-
u.

“They were detained by soldiers shortly past midnight and their bodies were dumped the next
morning,” said an officer of the Bagan Ogre Force, a local resistance group, noting that the
soldiers were not in uniform and were driving a civilian vehicle.

All three victims had their throats slashed, he added.

Page 6 of 59


https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-destroys-roads-used-to-bypass-monywa-checkpoints
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-destroys-roads-used-to-bypass-monywa-checkpoints
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/six-nld-supporters-murdered-in-mandalays-nyaung-u-township
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/9108
https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/img_0138_0.jpg

On Tuesday, a group using a Telegram channel called Bo Talk claimed responsibility for the
killings, saying that the victims were supporters of the deposed National League for Democracy
(NLD) government and had backed “terrorist acts”.

The channel is linked to Thwe Thout, a pro-junta terror group that also murdered five men in
Mandalay’s Natogyi Township on Monday.

Another victim found dead the same day was Kyaw Win, a member of the Nyaung-U District
NLD who was taken from his home in Sal Ywar, a village some 30km east of Nyaung-U near the
town of Ngathayauk, late Sunday night.

Residents of the village say they discovered his body on the side of a road on Monday morning.
They said that Kyaw Win, who was in his 60s, had been stabbed repeatedly and was still
wearing the handcuffs that had been placed on him when he was abducted by men in plain
clothes the night before.

Two more abductions were also reported in Nyaung-U on Monday. Residents of the town said
that Myint Zaw Linn—the 48-year-old younger brother of NLD MP Myint Sein—was surrounded
by a mob of about 20 people at around 7pm and found dead near a rail line the next morning.

Myint Kyaw, a 50-year-old resident of the village of Taung Bi, near the old city of Bagan, was
reportedly stabbed to death after being grabbed by a group of men on three motorcycles. His
assailants were believed to be members of Thwe Thout or the pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia.

The recent killings come just days after the assassination of Aung Min Hteik, a representative of
the military-proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party, who was killed by a local defence
force in the village of Sint Ku in Nyaung-U Township last Thursday.

Thwe Thout, a group that was formed earlier this year, has killed dozens of NLD members and
other regime opponents since launching what it called “Operation Red” in late April.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/six-nld-supporters-murdered-in-mandalays-nyaung-
u-township

Over 100 Myanmar junta soldiers killed in Karenni State during September
By Mizzima |

During September over 100 junta soldiers were killed and over 60 were injured in at least 57
clashes in Karenni State, according to the The Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF).

Of the 57 conflicts, there were 18 in Demoso Township, 14 in Hpruso Township, 11 in Loikaw
Township, 9 in Pekon and Moebye townships, 2 in Shartaw Township, and 2 in Bawlakhe
Township.
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According to the KNDF, defence forces seized

- weapons and ammunition from the junta forces in

. these clashes. The seized weapons included three
MA-1, three MA-2, and eight MA-3 assault rifles; one
MG machine gun, one 60mm mortar, one rocket-
propelled grenade (RPG), explosives, and magazines.
One military car was also destroyed.

o o et -l The KNDF also lost five men in September’s fighting
and said they would be recognised and commemorated as martyrs.

There were also civilian casualties in Karenni State during September. 10 civilians died and 19
were injured by junta artillery fire, one was killed and four others were injured by a buried junta
landmine. Two civilians were also abducted and executed by the junta, according to the KNDF.

During September the junta army also started a new offensive and is still deploying more troops
in the state.

Fighting in Karenni State between the junta forces and Karenni defence forces, including
people’s defence force (PDF) groups, the Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF) and the
Karenni Army (KA) is intensifying.

https://mizzima.com/article/over-100-myanmar-junta-soldiers-killed-karenni-state-during-
september

Fighting between Tatmadaw and AA in Rakhine and southern Chin makes 17,400 people to
flee their homes

PUBLISHED 6 OCTOBER 2022 | EMG

The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA Myanmar)
announced on October 5 that 17,400 people have fled their homes due to the fighting between
the Tatmadaw and the Arakan Army (AA) in Rakhine State and southern Chin State.

The statement stated that ongoing conflicts and tight security in many regions and states across
Myanmar have resulted in increased displacement and humanitarian needs.

According to OCHA Myanmar, as of September 27, 17,400 locals have been displaced by
fighting between the Tatmadaw and AA in Rakhine State and southern Chin State since August.

In addition, restrictions on humanitarian operations, including traffic restrictions,, increased
checkpoints and roadblocks, have worsened the current plight of displaced and affected people
in Rakhine State, OCHA Myanmar said in a statement.
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Similarly, the fighting continued fiercely in Sagaing Region, and about 530 people from Nan
Naung Village in Intaw Township had to flee to Intaw town, and they are staying in a
monastery, and the residents are providing food aid, according to OCHA Myanmar's statement.

Similarly, nearly 400 residents from two villages in Namtu Township, northern Shan State, were
stayed in monasteries and churches in Namtu on September 27 and 28 due to fighting between
Tatmadaw and the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and the People Defence Forces, according
to OCHA Myanmar's statement.

Humanitarian partners have provided food, essential equipment and cash support, OCHA
Myanmar said in a statement.

According to the latest statistics of the United Nations as of September 26, there have been
more than one million people who have fled their homes throughout Myanmar due to the
conflict and insecurity that occurred after February 2021, OCHA Myanmar stated.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/fighting-between-tatmadaw-and-aa-in-rakhine-and-
southern-chin-makes-17400-people-to-flee-their

Myanmar junta peace talks with ethnic groups are a sham

By Mizzima |

Last week, the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in Myanmar, Tom Andrews, gave an
impassioned speech to the 51st Session of the UN Human
Rights Council in Geneva, in which he strongly pressed the
international community to “rethink what is clearly not
working, and set a new course of action.”

Meanwhile on the ground in Myanmar the military junta is
conducting farcical peace talks, while simultaneously escalating conflict in Rakhine State and
mercilessly continuing its all out war against the people of Myanmar.

While some fringe or military-aligned ethnic revolutionary organizations (EROs) have attended
the junta-led “peace talks” in Naypyidaw in late September, 567 civil society organizations
called on all EROs to not engage with the military junta’s sham peace talks.

The organisations said: “It is evident that it is a sham dialogue intended to divide and rule the
resistance groups, namely the Spring Revolution forces, the people and ethnic armed
organizations.” Similarly, the UN and international community must not buy into the military
junta’s proclamations of “peace” or transition towards democracy through sham elections.
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Not only does the military lacks genuine intentions to undertake peace talks in good faith with
all relevant stakeholders but, according to pressure group Progressive Voice, they clearly don’t
have a mandate to convene such talks, because they are an illegal terrorist organization under
Myanmar law.

However, it is clear that the junta wishes to present these talks as if they had legitimacy, and
thus to leverage the peace negotiations to buy time to strengthen their military and political
position.

Progressive Voice says it is imperative the international community recognizes that this is farce,
which the Myanmar military has repeated time and again. The declaration made by the junta
leader Min Aung Hlaing that the year 2022 is “The Year of Peace,” is a complete joke given that
he has continued his wanton destruction of communities, viciously targeting civilians
amounting to crimes against humanity and war crimes.

Padoh Mahn Mahn, a spokesperson for Brigade 5 of the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA)
—the armed wing of the Karen National Union (KNU) — said to Myanmar Now: “They offer
peace to one side so they can free up their troops to fight another. It’s not a sincere offer that
might actually lead to a political solution. It is a call for surrender in the guise of peace. This is
their old tactic.”

This echoes the fake peace professed by the junta during the past decade, in which donor
countries pumped $100 millions of US dollars into a peace industry that left the people of
Myanmar — particularly ethnic peoples — out in the cold.

While the so-called peace talks were being undertaken, the military junta inflamed conflict in
Rakhine State in different ways. These included killing two children and injuring several others
when they shelled a house in Na Ga Yar, Kyauktaw Township.

Once again, communities in Rakhine State, including the Rohingya, have had to flee their homes
and villages, continuing the cycles of conflict and displacement in Rakhine State. For Rohingya
people, the junta continues to devise living conditions calculated to bring about their physical
destruction.

Such deliberate, systematic and widespread treatment to destroy the Rohingya population in
whole or in part amounts to genocide.

The people of Rakhine State are still rebuilding their lives in the wake of the previous conflict
between the Arakan Army and Myanmar military from 2018 — 2020. The resumption of full-
scale aggression by the military junta in Rakhine State reaffirms their intention to terrorise
people across the country.

Outside the peace talks, the military junta has been promoting its 2023 election plans as a PR
offensive to induce the international community into believing they are genuine about a
transition towards democracy.
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The junta’s calculation is that if the international community recognizes the election, they are
recognizing the junta as legitimate governing power in Myanmar. However, junta leader Min
Aung Hlaing told Russian media in an interview during his recent visit to Russia, that elections
slated for August of 2023 would depend on peace, economic and political stability.

Progressive Voice believes that they way forward has to place the people of Myanmar at the
center of the solution to the crisis. The approach adopted should both actively support the
National Unity Government and pro-democracy forces within the Spring Revolution and EROs,
while simultaneously de-legitimising efforts by the junta to hold sham elections and fake peace
talks.

As the Special Rapporteur put it to the Human Rights Council last week, the UN and member
states must “back up words with actions.” At the same time, states must take strong measures
to deprive the military junta of legitimacy, funds and arms. This has to include targeted
sanctions on the junta and their affiliated businesses and cronies, as well as a global arms
embargo.

As civil society has been calling for since the coup attempt on 1 February 2021, a UN-led global
response is required to assist the people of Myanmar in taking down this military junta once
and for all, and establishing a genuine federal democracy.

https://mizzima.com/article/myanmar-junta-peace-talks-ethnic-groups-are-sham

Myanmar Junta Reshuffles Generals Amid Failed Operations
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 October 2022

Myanmar’s junta reshuffled its generals this month coinciding with the military proxy Union
Solidarity and Development Party’s (USDP) conference that elected its new leadership.

Lieutenant General Aung Soe retired as Bureau of Special Operations 4 chief overseeing Karen
and Mon states and Tanintharyi Region. He was succeeded by the chief of the Bureau of Special
Operations 2 Lt-Gen Khin Hlaing.

Khin Hlaing has also headed the 99th Light Infantry Division (LID), North Eastern Command and
Golden Triangle Command.

Lt-Gen Myo Zaw Thein stepped down as adjutant general after being appointed in 2019.
Inspector General Lt-Gen Soe Min Oo is succeeding him.

Lt-Gen Aung Zaw Aye from the Commander-in-Chief’s Office will be the new inspector general.

Lt-Gen Aung Soe and Lt-Gen Myo Zaw Thein might have been transferred to the military-owned
Myanmar Economic Corporation (MEC) or the USDP.

Page 11 of 59


https://mizzima.com/article/myanmar-junta-peace-talks-ethnic-groups-are-sham

“As Nyo Saw and Hsan Oo are heading to the MEC, it is unlikely that Aung Soe and Myo Zaw
Thein will be transferred there. | think they will be transferred elsewhere,” said an analyst.

Major General Aung Aung, the South Western commander, was promoted to lieutenant general
to head Special Operations 2.

He oversaw operations in northern Rakhine State as the head of the 33rd Division and is
sanctioned by the US Treasury.

Colonel Min Naung Soe from the National Defence College succeeded Brigadier General Tin
Moe Naing as the commander of the 44th LID. Tin Moe Naing is stepping down amid the failed
operations he oversaw in Karen State.

Meanwhile, the commander of the 77th LID Brig-Gen Soe Myat Tun will head the Defense
Services Technological Academy and the deputy commander of the 88th LID Kyaw Kyaw Han
will command the 88th Division.

Observers suggested the officers being promoted are favorites of junta leader Min Aung Hlaing.

Meanwhile, former police chief Brigadier General Khin Yi became USDP chair ahead of plans for
a general election next year.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-reshuffles-generals-amid-failed-
operations.html

Myanmar Junta’s Nuclear Ambition Timeline
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 October 2022

The junta’s recent confirmation that it will build a small-scale nuclear power plant in the next
few years caps Myanmar’s long pursuit of nuclear technology dating back to early 2000.

The Southeast Asian country’s two-decade-long journey to nuclear capability was made
possible by Russia after a series of engagements that accelerated under the current junta and
its military predecessor.

Though the current regime insists nuclear energy would be used for peaceful purposes in
Myanmar, which has been hit by chronic electricity shortages, many believe this is the first step
in a plan to utilize nuclear energy for military purposes including production of nuclear
weapons.

The timeline on Myanmar’s long road to nuclear technology:

January 2002
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The Myanmar military regime confirms plans to build a nuclear research reactor “for peaceful
purposes.”

May 2002

Russia’s Atomic Energy Ministry, Minatom, agrees to help Myanmar build a nuclear studies
center comprising a 10-megawatt nuclear reactor and two laboratories, in Magwe Division,
central Myanmar. The agreement includes the construction of facilities for disposing of nuclear
waste and Russian training for Myanmar technicians.

July 2002

Russia and Myanmar sign an agreement in Moscow on construction of the proposed nuclear
research center in Myanmar.

April 9, 2004

Keith Luse, an aide to US Senator Richard Lugar, asks whether North Korea is providing nuclear
technology to Burma, during a Washington seminar organized by the Heritage Foundation, a
conservative think-tank.

February 13, 2004

The military regime declares that it has “no desire” to develop nuclear weapons, but “has the
right to develop nuclear facilities for peaceful purposes.”

September 14, 2004

About 400 young military officers from Myanmar leave for Russia amid reports that some of
them will study nuclear engineering.

August 3, 2006

Myanmar’s deputy ambassador to the UN Nyunt Swe tells the UN Conference on Disarmament
in Geneva that Burma is opposed to nuclear weapons.

May 15, 2007

Russia’s federal atomic energy agency Rosatom announces it will help Myanmar build the
proposed nuclear facility. The agency says the 10-megawatt nuclear reactor, fueled by less than
20 percent uranium-235, will contribute to Myanmar’s “research in nuclear physics,
biotechnology, material science as well as...produce a large variety of medicines.” The first

round of talks on project details begin.
May 16, 2007

The US condemns the project, while Thailand says it has no worries because the facility will be
closely supervised by the International Atomic Energy Agency.
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November 2008

A 17-member high-level Myanmar military delegation led by then junta No 3 Thura Shwe Mann
makes a secret seven-day visit to Pyongyang via Beijing, during which the two sides sign
agreements to deepen military cooperation.

Shwe Mann and his delegation also visit Myohyang in North Korea, where secret tunnels have
been built into the mountains to store and shield jet aircraft, missiles, tanks, missiles, and
nuclear and chemical weapons. The visit arouses concerns about the Myanmar military’s
nuclear ambitions.

In 2012, while serving as Speaker of the Lower House under U Thein Sein’s quasi-civilian
government, Shwe Mann claims the delegation to North Korea observed the air defense system
and signed a memorandum of understanding for cooperation between two armies, while
nuclear weapons were not on the agenda.

2010

Major Sai Thein Win, an engineer in the Myanmar military’s Science and Technology Workshop
(known locally as the “nuclear unit”) with a doctorate in atomic energy from Russia, publicly
reveals information, including photos, showing that the military regime is studying the
possession of nuclear weapons with technological help from North Korea.

July 2013

Lt-Gen Thein Htay, who heads the Directorate of Defense Industries is placed on a US Treasury
sanctions list for illicit trade in North Korean arms to Myanmar. He was part of Shwe Mann’s
delegation to North Korea in 2008. Today, he serves as a weapon production advisor for the

current regime.
2016

Myanmar signs the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty under the democratically elected
government led by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy. Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi hands over the ratification instrument to United Nations Under-Secretary-General Miguel
de Serpa Soares.

2018

Myanmar’s bicameral parliament approves President U Win Myint’s proposal for Myanmar
to ratify the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. Union Minister for International
Cooperation U Kyaw Tin signs the treaty during the UN General Assembly in September.

September 2022
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The Myanmar junta and Russia’s state-owned nuclear corporation Rosatom sign a roadmap for
further atomic energy cooperation, including possible implementation of a modular reactor
project in Myanmar.

The agreement is signed on the sidelines of the Eastern Economic Forum (EEF-2022) in
Vladivostok, Russia, which is attended by regime chief Min Aung Hlaing.

September 20, 2022

Junta spokesman Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun briefs press, confirming the regime’s plan
to implement a small nuclear power plant project in the next few years.

He does not specify the project’s location but says the Atomic Energy Department of the junta’s
Ministry of Science and Technology will establish a “nuclear information technology center” in
Yangon, which will gauge and influence public opinion on nuclear energy.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-juntas-nuclear-ambition-timeline.html|

Myanmar Junta Leader Cements Control of Proxy Party as Henchman Elected Chair
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 October 2022

U Khin Yi, a retired brigadier general and former police chief, became the new chairman of the military
proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) on Wednesday. But his takeover is a lot more
than a simple change in party leadership.

His personality and record, and the political path the military regime’s leaders are shaping for
themselves all serve to explain his appointment as party chair.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing needs a political party that will fully support his goal of becoming president
through the election he plans to hold next year. And he needs someone to steer the party exactly the
way he wants. This is how U Khin Yi, who has displayed unwavering loyalty to successive military
regimes, has become the party chair.

Under the military-drafted 2008 constitution, Min Aung Hlaing must hold a general election next year
when his emergency rule expires. Setting aside the question of whether the election can be free and
fair, the vote will allow Min Aung Hlaing to claim—however dubiously—legitimacy as the “elected
president” of Myanmar, whether the rest of the world is happy about it or not. At best, the international
community will issue statements, as they are doing now in the face of the Min Aung Hlaing regime’s
killing of civilians. Under the constitution, he can serve two terms, allowing him to hold the country’s top
job for 10 years.

How exactly can Min Aung Hlaing become the president?

As the National League for Democracy (NLD) has rejected the regime’s planned election, it will boycott
the vote next year. In the NLD’s absence, the USDP has a high chance of winning. And the regime may
rig the vote if necessary, as it did in the 2010 poll.
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Min Aung Hlaing’s dream of becoming president of Myanmar is an open secret. The Myanmar
military and both houses of parliament nominate one vice-president each under the
constitution, so Min Aung Hlaing will be nominated for the post by the Myanmar military.

The military is guaranteed 25 per cent of all seats in the national legislature under the 2008
constitution, and if the USDP wins 26 percent of the vote, together they will have a majority to
elect the president from the three vice-presidents. In other words, Min Aung Hlaing needs both
the military and the USDP to choose him.

This is why Min Aung Hlaing made sure his henchman U Khin Yi was installed as USDP chair at
the party conference held earlier this week. Of course, Min Aung Hlaing is involved in party
affairs (though the constitution bars government officials from engaging in the affairs of their
parties). Don’t forget that the USDP is made up of former generals and Min Aung Hlaing himself
is a military dictator.

Until recently, the USDP was split into two camps, one loyal to and one opposing U Than Htay,
who stepped down as the party chair at the conference. But with U Khin Yi taking over the
chairmanship yesterday, the party is now completely in the hands of the group that supports
Min Aung Hlaing. In other words, Min Aung Hlaing has been able to consolidate his control of
the party in order for him to become the country’s president.

If the USDP wins next year’s election, U Khin Yi could become a vice-president of the country,
though we will have to wait and see if this eventuates.

Stooge of dictators

U Khin Yi does not appear to have serious political ambitions of his own; a true stooge of
dictators, he has a genuine willingness to do whatever his is told.

He was part of the 17th intake of the Defense Services Academy, and as such he was senior to
Min Aung Hlaing. He served as chief of the Myanmar Police Force and deputy home affairs
minister under former military dictator Senior General Than Shwe, and oversaw the house
arrest of former powerful spy chief ex-General Khin Nyunt. He also oversaw the house arrest of
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi before 2010.

He served as the immigration minster in U Thein Sein’s quasi-civilian government, whose sham
political reforms almost deceived the world.

He became a vice chair of the USDP after his defeat in the 2015 general election and organized
protests targeting the Union Election Commission after the NLD was declared the winner in the
2020 vote.

At a Yangon press conference held by the USDP and its allied parties on Nov. 26, 2020 in
response to the election defeat, U Khin Yi asked, “On whom should we rely?” His question was
interpreted as a sign that he was waiting for the Myanmar military to intervene in the political
situation.
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U Khin Yi was not immediately rewarded after the Feb. 1 coup, but was appointed immigration
minister six months later. He took over the Naypyitaw residence of ousted civilian leader Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi until he was told to step down in August and return to the party.

His chairmanship will strengthen the network comprising the USDP, the nationalist Buddhist
group Ma Ba Tha, and the vigilante groups he established as the police chief.

U Khin Yi also chairs the USDP’s party disciplinary committee, a position with the power to
punish any party member—in a party notorious for corruption and misappropriation of state-
owned assets.

At the party conference which began on Tuesday, U Than Htay said he was stepping aside,
citing health issues and his failure to lead the party to victory in the 2020 election. But sources
said U Khin Yi had planned to impeach U Than Htay under party rules and regulations if he did
not.

Other vice chairs including former air force chief ex-General Myat Hein and former President’s
Office Minister U Hla Tun are believed to hold their positions in name only, with Min Aung
Hlaing’s close confidant former Lieutenant General Myo Zaw Thein, who recently stepped down
as adjutant general of the armed forces, holding the actual authority as the vice chair.

Former Lieutenant General Aung Soe, who recently retired as Bureau of Special Operations 4
chief to become the party’s secretary general, will also hold a key role.

The USDP’s chair and vice chairs became the Union president, vice president and parliament
speaker after the party’s victory in the 2010 general election. But in the upcoming election,
they will have to be content with whatever Min Aung Hlaing gives them.

They know well the meaning of Chinese communist leader Mao Zedong’s famous maxim that
“political power grows out of the barrel of a gun”.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/myanmar-junta-leader-cements-control-of-
proxy-party-as-henchman-elected-chair.html

Myanmar Junta Invites Bids for Election Equipment
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 October 2022

In the latest preparation for a general election, Myanmar’s junta-appointed Union Election
Commission is calling for bids to supply polling equipment.

In the tender announcements in junta-controlled newspapers, the commission invites bids for
plastic ballot boxes, voting booths, pens, envelopes, ballot papers, ropes, ink and badges. The
deadline for submissions is October 30.
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Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing told Russian news agency RIA last month of a possible delay to the

planned election next year.

He said it is too early to discuss a possible delay because it was around five months until
emergency rule expired and a decision had to be based on the economic recovery and security
situation.

Under the military-drafted 2008 Constitution, the chief of the armed forces can impose
emergency rule for one year and renew it twice for six months. Emergency rule has already
been renewed twice and will expire on February 1 next year. The election must be held within
six months of that date under the Constitution.

However, the regime is still struggling with nationwide armed resistance which is expected to
escalate after the rainy season.

The acting president of the civilian National Unity Government Duwa Lashi La called it a
fraudulent election to prolong military rule.

He called on the people to block plans for the rigged election through all means.

Holding an election is part of the junta’s five-point roadmap released after the 2021 coup. The
regime has been amending electoral law and plans to replace the current first-past-the-post
electoral system with proportional representation. The change is seen as favoring the military
and its allied political parties by stopping the National League for Democracy from winning a
landslide like in 1990, 2015 and 2020.

The military’s proxy and allied parties suffered humiliating defeats in the 2020 general election.
Those parties will contest any junta election and the regime will presumably ensure they form a
coalition.

It is widely believed that Min Aung Hlaing wants to be “elected” president and will probably be
nominated for the presidency by the military’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party,
which recently elected his key ally as leader.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-invites-bids-for-election-

equipment.html

Necessary preparations must be made in advance to ensure orderly, free and fair elections in
the future: SAC chair

PUBLISHED 6 OCTOBER 2022 | EMG

Necessary preparations must be made in advance to ensure orderly, free and fair elections in
the future, said Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, chairman of the State Administration Council
(SAC).
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Senior General Min Aung Hlaing added the above in a
meeting with MSME entrepreneurs on October 4 at Sri
Chetira Yadanapone Town Hall in Pyay, Bago Region.

In the meeting, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing said that
they had to carry out their national duties because of
voter fraud in the 2020 election. He said that he had
been giving warnings since before the election. He said
that the leaders of the government were asked to
postpone the election in order to prevent the health condition of the people from worsening,
as the period of the election is the period of the outbreak of the Covid-19 disease, but they did
not postpone it.

Before the election, election period and during the period when the voting lists were released,
riots and protests occurred due to the ruling government's dishonest actions to gain an
advantage in votes, vote fraud, political conflicts and armed violence. The SAC is maintaining
and operating in accordance with the 2008Constitution. Riots and violence were controlled only
in accordance with the law. He said that he had met with the relevant government officials to
resolve the election frauds that had occurred, but there was no solution, and they planned to
call the Hluttaw to seize the power of the state by force, so he had to carry out his national
duty, he said.

In addition, the SAC was formed with the military and civil equitably. Economic decline caused
by the outbreak of the Covid-19 epidemic and the subsequent political problems of election
fraud. He said that they were able to overcome Covid-19 disease, economic recession and
violence by working together and cooperating with the government, people and the Tatmadaw.
The country faced this situation due to voter fraud and necessary preparations must be made in
advance to ensure orderly, free and fair elections in future elections, Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing said.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/necessary-preparations-must-be-made-in-advance-to-
ensure-orderly-free-and-fair-elections-in-the

UN Mission in Myanmar is Lending Legitimacy to Genocidal Military Regime
By BO KYI | 7 October 2022

The traditional approach to humanitarian aid embraces principles like impartiality, neutrality,
independence, and humanity. United Nations agencies and international non-profits cherish
these ideals, and yet they also empower the legitimacy of a genocidal military regime.
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The failure to criticize military atrocities and name the junta as perpetrator tells us they fear the
regime more than bereaved mothers, fathers and loved ones across the country who
courageously speak out.

It is Min Aung Hlaing and his generals who caused the suffering — before opening the door just
enough so that aid would flow through the military and give it legitimacy.

In fact, some of the neediest citizens are in Sagaing and Magway, where resistance is fierce and
the junta is losing territory. Analysis by Special Advisory Council for Myanmar finds that the
junta has stable control of only 17% of the country.

The junta terrorists will lose more territory in the future, but the destruction will only get
worse: the path ahead is towards even more suffering.

Yet, relying on behind-the-scenes pressure and engagement will not work now. It has never
worked in the past. UN agencies and international non-profits must engage in principled
criticism to remind the military junta that the world is still watching.

This was most recently demonstrated on September 16. At least 12 people, including seven
children, were killed in a military junta airstrike and ground assault at a monastic school in
Depayin Township, northwestern Myanmar.

We know it was the military that committed this crime, with first-hand testimonies and cross-
referenced local sources in media and civil society reports confirming it within days.

The UN Secretary General’s spokesperson even said so. Yet UN agencies in Myanmar
and international aid groups refused to name the perpetrators.

The UN’s Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar (IIMM) released a statement on
September 27, saying the atrocity may be a war crime and that the school “came under attack
by Tatmadaw forces”.

Graphic images of heads blown off, bone fragments, and distraught mothers outside the
monastery school in Depayin circulated online. These recent victims join a total 32 civilians
murdered in junta airstrikes since the coup, and this remains a conservative figure, verified by
our documentation and research department.

Images and statistics like these are all too familiar to Myanmar netizens since the coup, but it doesn’t
make them any less traumatizing. Language matters: letters of concern and vague statements will be
used by the military and its international pariah allies to “blame both sides”.

The same can be said for choosing to cite or not cite AAPP data, which the military made a political act
punishable by “severe action” when it labeled us an illegal organization in April 2021.

Independent media and civil society documenters need support — through direct criticism of the
military junta. Journalists are being targeted with arrests, torture, rape, and murder. A terror
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campaign that extends beyond airstrikes is impacting the documentation of the other human
rights violations ravaging Sagaing Region.

AAPP has observed the junta increasingly use property seizures to collectively punish the pro-
democracy movement. The AAPP team has interviewed several victims who have had their
homes — built after years of saving, or passed down the generations — raided and seized by
junta militia.

Across the country, some 30,000 buildings including schools, churches, and other religious
buildings have been burned to the ground. It is the junta that is looting and targeting these
buildings. Other reports have implied ‘both sides’ are perpetrating similar violations, but these
reports are neither neutral nor impartial, and therefore useless.

Children as young as one year old are being taken into secret detention to threaten and punish
pro-democracy supporters on the run. According to the AAPP database, 47 children have been
taken hostage since the coup, and 40 remain in detention.

The junta is using hostage-taking as a weapon, demonstrating a brutal worldview where anyone
who resists them is an enemy of the state and a legitimate target.

The internet is cut across huge swaths of the country, informers and junta officials hold night-
time inspections; 74 captured pro-democracy forces have been brutally tortured to death in
interrogation. In rural areas they are burnt alive, with 80 of these victims documented since the
coup.

When student protestors resist with peaceful flash strikes, junta soldiers don’t think twice
about ramming them with a speeding car. Seven civilians have been killed like this since the
military takeover on February 1, 2021.

Combine this daily terror with a collapsing economy and it is no wonder that the mental health
of people is under incredible strain. We know humanitarian needs, including the need for
psychosocial care, are immense. But time and time again, we tell donors that this cannot be
delivered through the junta.

There are practical alternative channels, who are not responsible for the country’s suffering.
These include the National Unity Government (NUG) and its interim-People’s Administrations,
local-aid and cross-border providers, and Ethnic Resistance Organizations (EROs) who have
been doing this work for decades.

Attempts by the ASEAN Coordinating Center for Humanitarian Assistance (AHA Center) to
deliver humanitarian aid to the people are doomed to fail if the military junta, which is directly
causing the crisis, is in control of distribution.

Ultimately, aid organizations’ decision to ignore the culprit of crimes like the September 16
atrocity makes sense if they have signed memoranda of understanding with the junta and want
to avoid antagonizing a very-antagonizable Min Aung Hlaing.
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In the past it was the same: UN agencies were pressured by the military not to hire former
political prisoners and others with a pro-democracy background. They rented their office
buildings and residences from military leaders and relatives. We did not get transparency then,
and we are not getting transparency now. The UN ought to uphold transparency in their
interactions with the military, guided by the same principles they work by.

It is time for principled criticism of the rights abuses by the military.

All data quoted is as of October 3, 2022, and available
at https://airtable.com/shr9w3z7dylogdUv4 & https://airtable.com/shrYUbzQelhKXQ68x/tbls
wChRJGSzJWr7k

Bo Kyi is a former political prisoner and current joint secretary of the Assistance Association of
Political Prisoners Burma.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/un-mission-in-myanmar-is-lending-
legitimacy-to-genocidal-military-regime.html

EU Lawmakers Condemn Myanmar's Crackdown on Media Freedom

Associated Press

FILE - Journalist Min Het Mone works in his room, at the Thai-
Myanmar border, Jan. 26, 2022.

BRUSSELS — EU lawmakers on Thursday condemned the
crackdown on media freedom in military-ruled Myanmar and
called for the release of "every unfairly detained journalist."

Since the military seized power in February last year, it has forced at least 12 media outlets to
shut down and arrested about 142 journalists, 57 of whom remain detained.

Most of those still detained are being held under an incitement charge for allegedly causing
fear, spreading false news or agitating against a government employee.

In its resolution adopted by show of hands, the EU Parliament cited the cases of BBC freelance
producer Htet Htet Khine; Sithu Aung Myint, a Frontier Myanmar columnist and contributor to
Voice of America; and freelancer Nyein Nyein Aye.

"Strongly condemning the military junta's violent and illegitimate rule in Myanmar, MEPs urge it to drop
all politically motivated charges against the members of the press and media workers, and
unconditionally release every unfairly detained journalist," the EU Parliament said.

"They also call on the junta to immediately end its abuses, including arbitrary arrests and
detention, torture, sexual violence and other ill-treatment, as well as unfair trials against people
working in the media."
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According to Reporters Without Borders, Nyein Nyein Aye was sentenced in July to three years
in prison with hard labor on charges of "causing fear, spreading false news and agitating crimes
against a government employee."

Htet Htet Khine was sentenced on Sept. 15 to three years' hard labor. On Sept. 27, a court
sentenced her to a further three years, with a reduction for time served. She has been in
detention since August 2021.

"We remain concerned for her safety and wellbeing in detention, and call for the release of
Htet Htet Khine and other media workers who have been unjustly detained in Myanmar," said
BBC Media Action Chief Executive Officer Caroline Nursey.

Sithu Aung Myint was arrested in August 2021 along with Htet Htet Khine.

Some of the closed media outlets have continued operating without a license, publishing online
as their staff members dodge arrest. Others operate from exile.

The army's takeover led to mass public protests that the military and police responded to with
lethal force, triggering armed resistance and escalating violence that have led to what some
U.N. experts characterize as a civil war.

According to detailed lists by the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, a watchdog
group based in Thailand, 2,336 civilians have died in the military government's crackdown on
opponents and at least 15,757 people have been arrested.

EU lawmakers also called for restoration of the civilian government and the "unconditional
release" of Myanmar's former president, Win Myint, and former leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

https://www.voanews.com/a/eu-lawmakers-condemn-myanmar-crackdown-on-media-
freedom/6778896.html

European Karen Community Pressures EU to Impose Tougher Sanctions on Burma’s Military
Regime

The European Karen Network, an umbrella organization of Karen community groups based in
Europe called the European Union (EU) to impose new sanctions on Burma's military regime.
The EKN said the military regime, despite current sanctions, continues to shell and commit
atrocities against civilians.

Karen News | 6 October 2022
The EKN wants the EU to impose sanctions on arms and the military’s sources of revenue.

“We demand that the European Union urgently enact new sanctions targeting arms brokers
and sources of funding for Myanmar’s military. The European Union must identify and sanction
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the mechanism that generates and supports income for Myanmar’s military, including fuel and
state-owned enterprises,” said Nan Kyi Aye, chairman of the European Karen Network, in a
statement released on 22 September 2022.

Photo: (EKN chairperson Nan Kyi Aye)

The EKN said it’s disappointed at the slowness of the European Union’s
response to the current Myanmar crisis. It noted the UK, United States, and
Canada have regularly introduced tougher sanctions, the European Union
has not put in any new sanctions since February 2022.

Nan Helen Bhu Htoo, co-chairperson of EKN, said the military council is killing people, bombing,
and carrying out arbitrary arrests daily. Although the EU has policies to help stop military
equipment and sources of income going to the military appointed, State Administration Council
(SAC), EU policy hasn’t been enforced.

“Our Karen ethnicity and Myanmar citizens sacrificed their lives and freedoms for the liberation
of our country. The European Union (EU) or its member states should not provide arms and
weapons to the Myanmar military, but instead help us stop the equipment and income as much
as possible.”

Since the Burma military staged its coup on 1st February 2021, the people of Myanmar,
including the Karen, have resisted the military’s takeover of the country’s political structure.

In Karen State, the Burma Army has used jets and long-range launchers bought during the
reform period to attack villages, schools and medical centers have also been targeted.

Nan Kyi Aye told Karen News the EU needs to do more, and EKN will keep pressuring until they
take more action.

“We don’t know the extent the EU will heed our call for action, but we have the responsibility
to demand and campaign for it. Our statement highlights that the EU’s actions and pressure on
Myanmar is insufficient and should be in line with the UK, US, and Canada — they have taken
the initiative to severely punish Myanmar.”

Since the coup, more than 370,000 people have been forced to flee their homes in Karen State.
Most of them are hiding in the jungle as displaced people. Nationwide more than one million
people have become homeless. In light of the massive humanitarian crisis caused by the
military coup leaders the European Union is failing to act on human rights issues.

The European Karen Network (EKN) is a social organization created with the aim of increasing
awareness of the situation in Myanmar, including Karen State, according to their social media
profile.

https://karennews.org/2022/10/european-karen-community-pressures-eu-to-impose-tougher-
sanctions-on-burmas-military-regime/
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US Targets Alleged Myanmar Arms Traffickers with Sanctions for Supplying Junta

Reuters

FILE - Myanmar soldiers walk along a street during a protest
against the military coup in Yangon, Feb. 28, 2021.

WASHINGTON — The United States on Thursday targeted three
Myanmar citizens and a company it said were helping the junta
that seized power in the Southeast Asian country early last year
to procure weapons, the U.S. Treasury Department said.

The military staged a coup in February 2021, detaining democratic leaders including Nobel
laureate Aung San Suu Kyi, then violently suppressed protests, sparking off a spiraling conflict.
Western nations have issued sanctions against the military and its businesses.

The Treasury said in a statement it was imposing sanctions on Myanmar businessman Aung
Moe Myint, the son of a military officer who it said facilitated arms purchases, as well as a
company he founded, Dynasty International Company Limited, and two of its directors.

“Today we are targeting the support networks and war profiteers that enable weapons
procurement for Burma’s military regime,” Brian Nelson, Treasury’s undersecretary for
terrorism and financial intelligence, said in the statement.

“Treasury will continue to take action to degrade the Burmese military’s ability to commit
brutal acts of violence against the people of Burma.”

The State Department also barred former Myanmar police chief and deputy home affairs
minister Than Hlaing from traveling to the United States for his involvement in human rights
violations, the Treasury said, specifically citing the extrajudicial killings of peaceful protesters in
February 2021.

https://www.voanews.com/a/us-targets-alleged-myanmar-arms-traffickers-with-sanctions-for-
supplying-junta-/6778921.html

Junta trade policies spark a smuggling revival at Thai border
OCTOBER 5, 2022 | By FRONTIER

The military regime’s attempts to restrict imports and ration foreign currency have boosted
illicit border trade at Myawaddy in Kayin State, putting its boasts of a trade surplus into
question.

Page 25 of 59


https://www.voanews.com/author/reuters/umtmi
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0996
https://www.voanews.com/a/us-targets-alleged-myanmar-arms-traffickers-with-sanctions-for-supplying-junta-/6778921.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/us-targets-alleged-myanmar-arms-traffickers-with-sanctions-for-supplying-junta-/6778921.html

On a hot afternoon in July, a container truck arrives at border gate number 2 on the Thaung Yin
River.

A Kayin State Border Guard Force operated trade gate in
Myawaddy filled with cars and used whitegoods, as seen
from the Thai side of the Thaung Yin River. (Frontier)

A team of workers descends on the container, unloading
cases of Thai beer by hand onto a moored boat. When
they complete the job, the small boat putters across the
narrow waterway from Thailand to Myawaddy, the
border town in Myanmar’s Kayin State. The beer is then
unloaded into a warehouse, from where it will be distributed to markets across southeastern
Myanmar and beyond.

Although conducted in broad daylight, this boat delivery is one small piece of a multi-billion-
dollar smuggling economy.

The beer has passed through a Thai Customs gate, but on the Myanmar side there are only
soldiers from the Kayin State Border Guard Force. The militia force is under the command of
the Myanmar military; in exchange for its loyalty, the military allows it to run close to 30
smuggling gates along the Thaung Yin, known to Thais as the Moei, along with other illicit
enterprises such as the Shwe Kokko “new city” upriver from Myawaddy.

After more than two years of disruption due to COVID-19, and short-lived attempts by the
military and former civilian government to crack down on BGF enterprises, business is booming
once again at the riverside trade gates run by the armed group.

Ko Nyein Chan, who oversees gate 2, said trade picked up gradually following the February
2021 military coup. Shortly after seizing power, the military, eager to ensure it kept the BGF
onside, backpedalled on a demand that the group give up its business interests.

“Some boat terminals reopened shortly after the coup, but our gate fully reopened from
December last year. Since then, the amount of cargo has gradually increased,” Nyein Chan
told Frontier.

His gate mainly handles beer and other alcohol products, which are either illegal to import or
subject to high customs duties. However, Nyein Chan said it also passes other kinds of goods,
including those purchased on online shopping sites.

While he can’t put a dollar figure on the trade, he said that when the gate reopened it received
about 20 to 25 trucks a day. That has since risen to about 40 trucks a day, and there is no sign of
business slowing down. “The increase has mainly been since this year’s Thingyan festival in mid-
April,” he said.
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A widening disparity between Thai and Myanmar trade figures suggests that smuggling from
Thailand has not only recovered to pre-coup levels but has reached what appears to be an all-
time high. This boom puts the junta’s boasts of running a trade surplus into question.
Moreover, it has been fuelled by the regime’s own heavy-handed attempts to control trade.

A boat docks at trade gate number 2 on the Myanmar
side of the Thaung Yin River. (Frontier)

Missing billions

Popular opposition to Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing’s February 2021 power grab has caused
significant disruption and dramatically reshaped
Myanmar’s economy.

Capital flight and a drop in foreign investment, aid and remittances have resulted in a foreign
currency shortage. In an effort to control trade and balance the books, the regime has re-
introduced import and export permits for many goods since late last year, reversing a decade of
trade liberalisation.

In July, the World Bank’s Myanmar Economic Monitor noted that about 81 percent of tariff
lines now require import licences, up from 35pc last year. New licence requirements have been
imposed on consumer products, raw materials, intermediate goods and machinery.

Observing that “the capacity to administer these licences remains limited”, the report said “it
reportedly takes longer now to obtain a licence for certain imports (such as processed food),
and there is less clarity around the decision-making process, increasing the uncertainty faced by
firms managing their supply chains”.

On April 3, the junta-controlled Central Bank announced strict capital controls that have
required importers to seek approval not only from the Trade Department and line ministries for
import permits, but also from the Foreign Exchange Supervisory Committee for permission to
buy foreign currency at the official rate.

The increased bureaucracy has left many companies unable to import essential goods,
including pharmaceuticals. Fuel and cooking oil have also been in short supply, with the
regime approving fuel imports of just 253,000 tonnes in September, compared to normal
demand of 500,000 to 600,000 tonnes.

Largely due to these restrictions, Min Aung Hlaing has been able to trumpet small trade
surpluses in the fiscal year from October 2020 to September 2021 and the “mini-budget” from
October 2021-March 2022. The latest figures from the Ministry of Commerce show that to
September 16, international trade continues to remain in surplus, with US$7.84 billion of
exports and $7.79 billion of imports since April 1.
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But this data only captures formal trade — goods that pass through official ports or border posts
and are processed by Myanmar customs officials. At Myawaddy, this means the two “friendship
bridges” that span the Thaung Yin, but not the dozens of gates run by armed groups, primarily
the Kayin State BGF. This is despite the fact that the goods handled by these gates were
processed and counted as official exports by Thai customs authorities.

As a result, billions of dollars” worth of trade is likely missing from the junta’s figures. Even prior
to the coup, Thailand typically reported about $4 billion in exports to Myanmar a year, while
Myanmar reported only around $2 billion in imports from Thailand.

Much of the disparity can be attributed to smuggling through the armed group-run gates in
Myawaddy. Customs figures from Mae Sot, the city on the Thai side of the river, show that
among the highest exports by value are diesel and petrol, phones and accessories, and non-
alcoholic beverages, all of which commonly pass through BGF gates. Thailand’s national
customs figures show that there has also been an increase in exports of other commonly
smuggled products, such as liquor, beer and second-hand vehicles.

Since October last year, Mae Sot’s Customs House has recorded exports of just under 100
billion baht (around $2.9 billion), while over the same period Myanmar’s Customs Department
reported imports of just $1.34 billion through Myawaddy — about $1.5 billion less than their
Thai counterparts.

This means that while the junta is claiming a trade surplus, it’s missing possibly billions of
dollars of imports each year that might push the trade balance into the red.

Yet closing the smuggling gates is hardly an option for the regime. Since the coup, the military
has fought intense battles with the Karen National Union and allied resistance forces, in which
it has relied heavily on the BGF’s 11 battalions of heavily armed troops. This alliance is built on
an understanding that the BGF can pursue its business activities unencumbered, even when
these activities undermine policies from Nay Pyi Taw.

The BGF’s business empire extends far beyond illicit trade gates. The group has also earned
notoriety for leasing land along the border to ethnic Chinese investors, who have turned the
area into a hotbed of criminal activity, including online scams, human trafficking, gambling and
sex work.

A truck laden with goods that have passed through
; gate 2, a trade point controlled by the Kayin Border
Guard Force in Myawaddy Township. (Frontier)

A smuggling boom

ik ) Far from rebalancing trade, the regime’s onerous trade
= = restrictions and capital controls have encouraged

smuggling from Thailand through the informal trade gates at Myawaddy.
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In the previous three fiscal years, Myanmar’s reported imports from Thailand remained steady
at around 50pc of Thailand’s reported exports. But since late 2021, the gap between Thailand’s
reported exports and Myanmar’s reported imports has widened.

In the six-month mini budget, from October 1 to March 31, Myanmar’s imports were just 45pc
of Thailand’s exports. From April to the end of July, the figure fell further, to 42.7pc.

Thanks to the smuggling boom, Thailand’s exports to Myanmar are on track for a record year,
making a mockery of the regime’s import restrictions. From January to August, Thailand
exported more than 110 billion baht of goods to Myanmar; the next best year was 2018, when
it exported 101 billion over the same period.

Much of the increase is due to higher exports through Mae Sot, where most of the smuggling
occurs. Mae Sot Customs House figures show exports to Myawaddy are up a massive 45pc this
financial year in baht terms, and are 33pc higher than the previous record year for Mae Sot, in
2016-17.

Sources on the border confirmed to Frontier that trade restrictions, a shortage of dollars and
exchange rate instability have contributed to the increased use of informal trade gates.

Since the start of July, the kyat has fallen from K60 to the baht to K85, a decline of almost 45pc
that makes Thai imports much more expensive. One Myanmar businessperson based in
Myawaddy said that because the kyat had weakened so significantly, smaller traders had
switched from using the official routes to save money.

“The recent economic instability and rising prices have resulted in more trade through the boat
gates,” said the businessperson, who asked not to be named. “Only big companies can manage
the exchange rate problem. For small traders, it’s no longer viable to trade legally.”

The smuggling boom has not just been limited to Myawaddy. Importers told Frontier they were
using a range of smuggling routes to import goods from China and Thailand.

“There is demand in Myanmar for these goods that can no longer be imported legally — at least
not easily — so businessmen have been trying to import them by buying dollars on the black
market and smuggling them in,” said one importer, who imports non-perishable food from
China.

“Because of the kyat depreciation, the price of these imported goods is skyrocketing ... the
businessmen just pass on the higher import price to the consumer, and in the end the people
suffer because of inflation,” the importer said.

Another Myawaddy-based businessperson told Frontier that the boat gates were mainly used
by small traders, who could make a tidy profit by avoiding taxes and duties. But trade
restrictions were also encouraging larger traders to avoid the official checkpoints. “The regime
has made it harder to do business legally, so naturally more and more traders are using the
boat gates,” the businessperson said.
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She does not expect conditions to improve so long as the regime keeps trying to subject market
forces to military discipline. “I’'ve got no faith at all that the SAC can manage the foreign rate
properly —you can’t just tell the Central Bank to fix [an exchange] rate. | think things are going
to get much worse.”

This article was supported by UK aid from the UK government via the Cross-Border Conflict:
Evidence, Policy and Trends programme. All views are those of Frontier.

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/junta-trade-policies-spark-a-smuggling-revival-at-thai-

border/
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