PEACE Info (September 27, 2022)

Myanmar Junta’s Efforts to Kill the NLD Will Always Fail

Myanmar’s Revolution: Never Cold Blooded

Myanmar Regime Forces Kill Five Villagers in Sagaing

Nearly 700 residents flee Maygway region’s Pauk township as troops burn village
Fear, defiance as fighting rages in Myanmar's north

Political prisoners transferred to Myingyan singled out for frequent beatings

Karen Armed Group Allied to Myanmar Junta Denied Officers Retirement Amid Recruitment
Crisis

Karen Armed Groups Accused of Being Opportunists for Meeting with Min Aung Hlaing
Arakan Army attacks junta ships on Rakhine State river

TNLA Extorts Namkham Vendors

Myanmar Rights Groups Urge Ethnic Armed Organizations to Shun Junta Peace Talks
567 CSOs call on Ethnic Resistance Organisations to not engage with Myanmar junta
SAC chairman meets with leaders of peace delegations in NPT

Boycott Launched of Food Manufacturer Owned by Pro-Myanmar Junta Politician
Report Reveals Thai Senator’s Deep Ties to Detained Myanmar Arms Dealer, Profiting
Military

China Says Myanmar’s Shelling Across Bangladesh Border ‘Unfortunate’

The world needs to recognise—and support—Myanmar’s ‘humanitarian resistance’
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Myanmar Junta’s Efforts to Kill the NLD Will Always Fail
By NAING KHIT | 27 September 2022

The National League for Democracy, Myanmar’s most popular and most electorally successful
political party, turns 34 today. To mark the occasion, we revisit this commentary from June last
year showing that regime leader Min Aung Hlaing’s efforts to extinguish the party and remove
its leader, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, from public life have been even more extreme than his
predecessor’s, and examining why, in the long run, they are bound to be even more
counterproductive.

Needless to say, Myanmar’s most popular political party, the National League for Democracy,
will be abolished sooner or later, as it is the wish of the coup leader, Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing. No matter how many people supported it and no matter how many times it was
democratically elected in landslide victories, it must be gone.

In the coup on Feb. 1 the top military leader used tyrannical means to make himself head of
state by overthrowing the ruling NLD and arresting most of its leaders, including State
Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and President U Win Myint.

But that’s not enough if the coup leader is determined to achieve his political ambitions—to
continue to rule the country and, perhaps, to anoint himself as president in the future. To be
successful in that, he has to finish off the country’s most popular political leader, Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi, bury her party, the NLD, and render its new generation extinct from Myanmar’s soil.

It’s a political annihilation that he seeks. It’s also an act against the people’s will, because most
of the more than 27 million citizens who cast ballots in the general election last year voted for
the NLD. The Spring Revolution following the coup has also seen a significant number of
teenagers—who were not eligible to vote in the last election—expressing support for the NLD
and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

However, it will be a piece of cake for the regime.

To finish the political life of popular 75-year-old Daw Aung San Suu Kyi will just need a lengthy
imprisonment (she is facing six legal charges) and to bury the NLD will need only an official
announcement to disband it.

Only after this grand scheme is implemented will coup leader Min Aung Hlaing feel that he can
run the country safely. Otherwise, the NLD will haunt him and his regime as in the past. And it
might even take power back from him again with the overwhelming support of most people
across the country, as it did in 2015 through the election.

Undoubtedly, it must be one of the main items on the agenda of the coup leader since he
decided to seize power on Feb. 1, or even before that.
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So, it’s the Union Election Commission, hand-picked by the regime, that will carry out the wish
of the coup leader.

“What should we do with the NLD, which plotted against the law [to win the election]? The
party must be abolished. And we must consider taking action against those who rigged the vote
as traitors to the country,” said UEC chairman U Thein Soe, a former major general in the
military, in @ meeting with political parties held on May 21.

The NLD was now dubbed “traitors” for its “rigged” vote. But no international or domestic
election monitoring groups found any evidence of electoral fraud. The Asian Network for Free
Elections, which released its final report in May, said the outcome of the vote was “by and
large, representative of the will of the people of Myanmar.”

But the regime and its UEC are not interested in what the election monitoring groups say,
because that’s not the story the junta is creating.

On May 15, the regime’s spokesman said at a press conference that action must be taken
against the NLD under the Political Parties Registration Law and the military-drafted 2008
Constitution, because the party supports the National Unity Government (NUG) and the
Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH), both of which the regime has declared to
be terrorist and unlawful associations. The CRPH represents lawmakers, mostly from the NLD,
who were elected in November. The NUG was formed by the CRPH as a shadow government to
rival the military regime.

Then the UEC asked the Ministry of Home Affairs to conduct a review to determine whether
any of the country’s political parties have breached the pledges they made as part of the
registration process. The move could be viewed as an attempt by the regime to provide legal
cover for dissolving the NLD. It should be noted that the request to the ministry came three
days after UEC chairman U Thein Soe publicly said that the NLD must be abolished because “it
plotted illegally” to win the election.

In fact, this is not a new crackdown against the NLD. The previous military regime and its
generals ruthlessly pursued the same strategy from the time the NLD was born in 1988
following the nationwide pro-democracy uprising. Of course, the NLD wasn’t the only victim,
but all pro-democracy forces were crushed during that time.

Former military dictator—and mentor of Snr-Gen Min Aung Hlaing—ex-supremo Than Shwe,
locked up NLD leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi for 15 years under house arrest starting in 1989,
incarcerated many hundreds of NLD members and their elected lawmakers in notorious prisons
for years and crippled the party and almost all of its political operations for two decades.

Under those conditions, with its key leaders and its political operations contained, the NLD was
merely existing. It became truly active again only after Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was released in
November 2010 and the party was allowed to operate more freely in a new political

Page 4 of 86


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/to-disband-nld-myanmar-junta-to-probe-for-violations-of-parties-registration-pledges.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-to-dissolve-national-league-for-democracy.html

environment, albeit one that was dominated by the military under the constitution designed by
then Snr-Gen Than Shwe.

The former military leader must have thought the NLD was finished under his political system
controlled by the 2008 constitution. But he was wrong and so were his followers, like general-
turned president U Thein Sein.

The NLD got overwhelming support from a majority of people across the country. As in the
1990 election, it won landslide victories in 2015 and 2020. That’s simply democracy.

Now, what Snr-Gen Min Aung Haling seems to have learned from his former master is not to let
the NLD exist at all. So, no question that this time, under his regime, must be the worst for the

party.

Since the coup, the regime has arrested more than 200 NLD members, including government
ministers, lawmakers, members of the party’s Central Executive Committee, heads and
members of state and regional offices, as well as youth members. Many of the NLD members
have been political prisoners before, having been jailed under the previous junta. Its forces
cruelly killed several members of the NLD during their detention.

Additionally, other members who are still free have gone into hiding. All the NLD offices across
the country stopped operating in the past few months.

Under the rule of Snr-Gen Min Aung Hlaing, there will be no room or no survival kit for the NLD.

But if anyone believes in democracy—a genuine democracy which is based on the will of the
majority of the people, it’s totally impossible for anyone, even powerful dictators, to finish off
the NLD, its leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi (regardless of the manner in which she eventually
passes away) and their political capital, as they are based on the will of the majority of the
people in the country. Aware of this, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi recently said in response to the
regime’s attempt to abolish it that “the NLD will be there as long as the people are, because the
party was founded for the people.”

So, Min Aung Hlaing appears intent on annihilating the NLD—a much harsher policy than even
his ex-boss Than Shwe implemented. But this time, the resistance against this kind of action will
be stronger. The coup leader’s efforts to kill the NLD may be stronger this time, but they will be
even more counterproductive.

Naing Khit is a commentator on political affairs.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/from-the-archive/myanmar-juntas-efforts-to-kill-the-nld-will-
always-fail-2.html
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Myanmar’s Revolution: Never Cold Blooded
By MATTHEW B. ARNOLD | 27 September 2022

Myanmar is in a state of revolution. It is a society in an existential fight against a single
institution: a military that has brutalized generations of Myanmar’s people. In the early months
after the junta’s February 2021 coup, peaceful protests emerged across the country.
Predictably, the Myanmar military responded, as it has done for decades, with widespread,
barbarous violence to crush the protests by unarmed civilians. Subsequently, and
understandably, armed resistance to military rule emerged.

Amid all of this, the phrase thway-ma-aye, which translates as ‘Never Cold Blooded’, began to
be used by protesters, whether the flash mobs in the cities or the demonstrators in rural areas.
The phrase first emerged in Sagaing Region, notably in Monywa, Kalay and Yinmabin townships,
and is most associated with a village named Shwe Nwal Thway in Yinmabin known for its
strident, ongoing anti-regime protests. Now it is used across Myanmar.

Villagers from Shwe Nwal Thway stage an anti-regime
protest in early September 2022. The banner reads
‘Shwe Nwal Thway villagers keep their hearts in the
fight against the junta’. / Facebook

In English, the term ‘cold blooded’ is generally used to
describe actions done with intent but without emotion.
Often, it connotes particularly cruel violence. If
someone kills in cold blood, they kill in a way

that seems especially cruel because the perpetrator
displays no emotion. If one wishes to understand the ethos, or spirit, of Myanmar’s revolution,
it is useful to peel away the layers of what ‘Never Cold Blooded’ means and why the term has
become so important to the country’s revolutionaries.

Subtly distinct from the English meaning, the use of the term ‘Never Cold Blooded’ by
Myanmar’s protesters has important nuances; it is more akin to being ‘warm blooded’ by
continuing to strive and persevere and to keep one’s heart in the fight. But whether in Burmese
or English, the phrase and its multiple meanings captures the essence of so much of what
Myanmar’s revolution is about and stands in stark contrast to the junta’s tactics and objectives.

To make better sense of Myanmar’s revolution — its intents, actors, and prospects — it is useful
to explore the works of one of the 20t Century’s most brilliant political theorists, Hannah
Arendt. Her 1963 book On Revolution is justifiably considered one of the most comprehensive
and thoughtful detailings of what revolution means and how and why it emerged as a driving
political phenomenon of modern history. Core to Arendt’s conceptualization of revolution is the
“idea that freedom and the experience of a new beginning should coincide.” Her use of the
term freedom connotes “participation in public affairs, or admission to the public realm.”
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Critically, her emphasis on freedom is additional to liberation or liberty, namely “to be free of
oppression” in one’s personal life. This basic dialectic still defines the political tensions between
the world’s liberal democracies, which speak of freedom, and authoritarian regimes that seek
legitimacy through economic growth and domestic stability.

As Arendt so eloquently summarized, revolution fundamentally “aimed at freedom and that the
birth of freedom spelled the beginning of an entirely new story.” Echoing the acting President
of the National Unity Government Duwa Lashi La’s statement that this revolution is a “second
war for independence”, it seeks not a return to anything but rather a new beginning. This is
what defines the country’s events since February 2021 in simplest terms as a revolution. It is to
be the break from the past. When protesters proclaim ‘Never Cold Blooded’, what they affirm is
the conviction to persevere towards that new beginning, whatever the cost. This is why, despite
all the horrors and atrocities thrown at them by the junta, they persist, and will continue doing
so. Juxtaposed against this determination is the military regime’s archaic desire for the
restoration of a mythologized past of Bamar nationalism. Who but a senior general of the
Myanmar military could now sit in that ridiculous throne hall in Naypyitaw and not be ashamed
of such backwardness?

Moreover, the intent of Myanmar’s revolutionaries contrasts with the toxic phrase thrown
around by the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), with international backing, that
the bloc supports a “return to normalcy” for Myanmar requiring dialogue and mediation with
the military. This is not a new beginning, but simply an attempt at restoring a flawed process.
ASEAN and the rest of the world delude themselves by believing that the decade of ‘transition’
represented some type of ‘normal’ leading to a more permanent, more democratic order. The
country was effectively held hostage by the military and its self-serving 2008 Constitution,
meaning it was always able and willing to stage a coup.

The rage of the Myanmar public since the putsch is that they nonetheless peacefully engaged in
the military’s process for ‘discipline-flourishing democracy’ and were then cheated via the
coup, with thousands of people subsequently murdered. Moreover, what can ever be ‘normal’
about expecting a ‘peaceful transition’ back to [quasi/coerced] democracy when that requires
engagement with a regime that is genocidal. Exactly how many genocides and massacres must
a regime commit before they are no longer to be engaged with but simply ended? ‘Never Cold
Blooded’ means ending a toxic disgrace of a military that has denied the Myanmar people both
liberty and freedom for over six decades.

Another key insight of Arendt’s framing of revolution is the notion of a “point of no return”,
namely when enough of a society feel that they are “agents in a process which spells the
definite end of an old order and brings about the birth of a new world.” One outcome of the
preceding decade of ‘transition’ which was actually positive was that it socialized the Myanmar
public, and particularly its youth, to the notion that a different future was in fact possible
except for one thing. Arendt summarized this nicely when she notes that what is sought by
revolution is a “citizen’s right of access to the public realm, in his share in public power.”
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As Arendt notes, the concept of rage is central to revolutions, particularly “the rage of naked
misfortune pitted against the rage of unmasked corruption.” These emotive, competing forces
compel a society, like Myanmar’s, to rise in revolution after experiencing, at least partially, a
better future. One where, at least conceivably, the military did not wrap the country’s people
around its own greed, coerced through unending violence and division. As such, Myanmar’s
military laid the foundation for the revolution through the decade of quasi-democracy and
economic growth and then lit the flame for it through the 2021 coup.

This in turn builds upon Arendt’s emphasis on “revolutionary spirit”, which is the “the most
impressive facet of modern revolutions.” Key to Arendt’s emphasis on revolutionary spirit are
themes that link more closely with the English language connotations of ‘Never Cold Blooded’
but inherently sync with the ethos of Myanmar’s revolution. Uniting revolutionaries is the
“notion of novelty and newness” of the endeavor. Moreover, key to this is the awareness of the
agency of collective action for common good. As Arendt explained, successful revolutions only
occur when a sufficient number of citizens are willing to act knowing that they may fail, but
nonetheless are “eager to organize and to act together for a common purpose.” This stands in
contrast to societies that prioritize personal well-being, most often in terms of affluence, at the
price of public good, namely democracy and basic liberties. It is telling that Myanmar’s
revolution is driven by its youth, who have risen in massive numbers to say that they want a
different country for theirs and future generations.

‘Never Cold Blooded’ is in effect a declaration that indifference to the sufferings of others has
been one of the country’s ‘original sins,” most recently by widespread indifference to the
Rohingya genocide. While there is still much to do, there has been more societal reckoning and
reconciliation in the 20 months since the coup than in the preceding decades. That Bamar
heartland regions, specifically Sagaing and Magwe, are core areas of armed resistance and are
actively supported by partner ethnic armed organizations is but one example of the shifting
parameters of how and who to define what is Myanmar.

Another important dynamic in this regard is the oft-stated declaration by the country’s youth
that they wish to participate in the revolution precisely because it is a responsibility they must
bear so that future generations do not. This is surely one of the purest meanings of ‘Never Cold
Blooded’. Ending the military’s dominance is the most immediate goal of the revolution and
creating a federal democracy the clear political outcome sought, but there are other major
societal shifts being driven along by the churning forces raging across the country.

Revolution is a process. It is a societal reckoning. What is sought in Myanmar, to quote Arendt
on modern revolutions, is “the foundation of freedom and the establishment of lasting
institutions.” In simplest terms, this means a new beginning. ‘Never Cold Blooded’ is the fitting
ethos of a society attempting to start anew. The revolution must be won and then a new, stable
political settlement enacted around federal democracy. At its core will be a basic but
fundamental notion that so exemplifies what is sought during these turbulent, violent months
of revolution. As Arendt wisely summarized, we must be able “to grasp the enormous
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difference in power and authority between a constitution imposed by a government upon a
people and the constitution by which a people constitutes its own government.”

This awareness seems self-evident to Myanmar’s revolutionaries but sorely missing amongst
the international community. Outsiders who wish to support the Myanmar people in their
revolution should support it as a sprawling, dynamic process rather than nitpick or over-
generalize inevitable failings and challenges. It will never be as clean or obvious as anybody
would want, but the international community, and especially its democracies, owes the
Myanmar people real support in their just endeavor to secure a new future free of military
dictatorship. To do otherwise is simply cold blooded.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/myanmars-revolution-never-cold-
blooded.html

Myanmar Regime Forces Kill Five Villagers in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 September 2022

Five villagers were killed on Sunday and 20 others went missing during a junta raid in Sagaing
Region’s Wetlet Township, according to residents.

Some 50 junta troops from No. 42 Infantry Battalion based in Shwebo under Division 33 arrived
in two trucks in Ywathargyi Village on Sunday and started shooting indiscriminately, said Wetlet
Township People’s Defense Force (PDF).

“Seven houses were torched yesterday and five more were torched today. [Junta soldiers]
disposed of the bodies of slain villagers as they burned houses. We heard some 20 villagers are
also missing. But we don’t know why,” a Wetlet Township PDF fighter told The Irrawaddy on
Monday.

Around 150 villagers who were unable to flee are trapped in the village and are reportedly
being held for questioning.

“Junta troops are deployed in the village school and have summoned villagers for questioning,”
said a Ywathargyi resident.

Ywathargyi is a large village with around 1,000 houses, located at the junction of roads leading
to Mandalay, Shwebo and Monywa in the west of Wetlet Township. Military regime troops
raided the village for no apparent reason, as there was no fighting near the village prior to the
raid.

“At least ten villagers were hit. Some cattle were also killed. They [junta forces] also fired
mortar shells. Some houses burned down after being hit by mortar shells. They also set fire to
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houses. Villagers from Ywathargyi and nearby villages have fled,” said Bo Myay Auzar from
Wetlet Township PDF.

On Sunday, junta troops and police stationed in Hla Taw Village also raided another village in
Wetlet and shelled surrounding villages, said Wetlet Township Information, an anti-coup group
documenting regime atrocities in the township.

One Ywathargyi resident said on Monday: “We fled to the west of the village when they raided.
And then we fled to another village. Our family members were only reunited this morning. We
still dare not return to our village.”

Sunday’s raid was the fourth time Ywathargyi has been raided since last year’s coup, which
forced some 4,000 villagers from Ywathargyi, as well as residents from nearby villages, to flee
their homes.

Regime forces troops torched an electrical appliance shop in Ywathargyi, and also stole 30
million kyats and eight ticals of gold items from a rice mill in the village, said residents.

“Families from Aunglantw Rice Mill were about to leave when junta soldiers came and arrested
them. And junta soldiers also took more than 30 million kyats and eight ticals of gold items
from them. This morning, they blocked the road junction at Ywathargyi and were checking all
the road users,” said another resident on Monday.

Local resistance groups carried out three drone attacks on junta forces in Ywathargyi on
Sunday. However, regime casualties are still unknown, said Adventure Youth drone unit.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-forces-kill-five-villagers-in-
sagaing.html

Nearly 700 residents flee Maygway region’s Pauk township as troops burn village

Junta forces have been torching homes in the area since Sept. 23

By RFA Burmese | 2022.09.27

Smoke rising from the remains of Kyet Su Aint village
in Pauk Township, Magway region on Sept. 26, 2022.
We Love Mying

Nearly 700 people have been forced to leave their
homes after junta troops set fire to a village in Pauk
Township, in Myanmar’s northeastern Magway

region.
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A Kyet Su Aint resident, who did not want to be named for security reasons, said that
soldiers raided the village of Kyet Su Aint on Monday night and burned houses the following
morning.

"The smoke started to be seen around 8:00 in the morning,” the local said, adding that shops
were also destroyed.

“I heard that a soldier and a civilian died. | am not sure because the phone line was not
clear. They [the villagers] said that bodies were buried. Villagers said that they also found
stretchers. Now they [the troops] have left the village."

The details of deaths and casualties and the number of houses destroyed have not been
independently verified. RFA contacted Soe Paying Myint, a spokesman for the military
council in Magway but he did not respond.

Locals said there were around 170 households in Kyet Su Aint village, with nearly 700
residents.

The junta soldiers have been raiding villages in Pauk township since Sept. 23. Residents from
11 villages, including Kyet Su Aint, Yar Gyi Pyin, Kyauk Khwet, and Son Kone have fled the
raids, according to locals.

More than 98,100 people have fled Magway region since the military coup on Feb. 1, 2021,
according to data issued by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (UN OCHA) on Sept. 5.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/700-residents-flee-09272022050807.html

Fear, defiance as fighting rages in Myanmar's north

By AFP | 27 September 2022

Myanmar junta troops burn down Sagaing Village.

Anti-coup fighters in Myanmar patrol the smouldering
ruins of a burned village after what they say was a
reprisal attack by junta troops struggling to crush
resistance to last year's military coup.

Corrugated roofs, support beams and cooking utensils
5 : are all that remain amid the ash in the village in
northwestern Sagalng --an area whlch has seen some of the fiercest fighting against the
military's power grab.

Page 11 of 86


https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/700-residents-flee-09272022050807.html
https://mizzima.com/author/afp-0

Rare footage obtained by AFP shows a region wracked by violence, and criss-crossed by junta
troops, pro-military militias and anti-coup fighters, where internet access is regularly cut by
authorities.

Win Soe said junta troops brought destruction to his village of Tharyarkone, about 100
kilometres (60 miles) west of Myanmar's second city Mandalay, late last month.

"Soldiers came to our village on their way back to their camp," he said.

"There had been no fighting here and they just came to destroy things -- they torched 60
houses in our village," Win Soe said.

A group of about a dozen young men -- some in combat fatigues, football socks and sneakers,
others in shorts and sandals -- arrived to survey the burned remnants of the village as they
patrolled the district, trailing military forces.

The unit is part of a local "People's Defence Force" (PDF), dozens of which have sprung up in
Sagaing and across the country to fight the military in an attempt to overturn the coup that last
year ousted Aung San Suu Kyi's elected civilian government.

Often armed with little more than homemade weapons and knowledge of the terrain, some of
these groups have surprised the military with their effectiveness, according to some analysts.

The junta has responded with an offensive that rights groups say includes razing villages, mass
extra-judicial killings and airstrikes on civilians.

In May, the UN humanitarian agency UNOCHA said more than 12,000 civilian properties were
thought to have been burned or destroyed since the coup.

The military accuses PDF fighters -— which it has declared "terrorists" — of setting the fires and
says their assassination campaigns have killed hundreds including Buddhist monks, teachers
and medical workers.

On Friday last week, junta forces in helicopters attacked Depeyin township in Sagaing.

The military says they were targeting fighters from a PDF and an ethnic rebel group in the area,
accusing them of using civilians as human shields.

The UN children's agency says at least 11 schoolchildren were killed in the incident, with 15
more still missing.

- A million displaced -

Post-coup violence has pushed the number of displaced people in Myanmar to over one million,
according to the UN, adding to those previously forced from their homes by long-running
conflicts in ethnic border areas.
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Sagaing -- home to mostly ethnic Bamar and a traditional recruiting ground for the military --
has seen more than half a million people displaced since the coup, the UN said.

Even in villages that escape being torched, locals said they lived in fear of violence from the
military.

"When soldiers came to our village, we hid behind some shrubs, but my son was in bad health
and could only hide nearby," said San Nwae, from Mintaingpin village, close to Tharyarkone.

"When the soldiers found him, they beat him to death. From my hiding place, | heard the sound
of someone being killed," she said.

"After soldiers left the village... | came out from hiding and | realised the one who had been
killed was my son."

Diplomatic efforts led by the UN and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations to resolve
Myanmar's bloody impasse have made little headway, with the generals refusing to engage
with opponents.

"We have been fighting the military for one year, but we don't have enough weapons and we
are just fighting with our homemade guns," said one anti-junta PDF member.

He admitted that his group of about 20 fighters was often unable to hold off the military for
long.

"When the soldiers come to our village, we warn villagers to run away and we try to evacuate
them," he said.

"If soldiers arrest villagers, most of them are killed."

https://mizzima.com/article/fear-defiance-fighting-rages-myanmars-north

Political prisoners transferred to Myingyan singled out for frequent beatings

Officers and wardens ‘beat them while telling them that they can’t expect to have human rights
in prison,” says an activist in contact with the detainees

Han Thit |Published on Sep 27, 2022

Political prisoners transferred to Mandalay Region’s Myingyan Prison last month have
reportedly been subjected to repeated abuse by authorities at the facility.

Hundreds of detainees from Obo Prison, also in Mandalay, and Monywa Prison in Sagaing were
moved to Myingyan in early August for undetermined reasons, and have since been singled out
for beatings.
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“They beat them while telling them that they can’t expect to have human rights in prison,” a
member of the Monywa People’s Strike Committee whose activist colleagues are incarcerated
in Myingyan.

“They have to sit in a stress position at least four times a day, and for two hours each time,” the
source added.

Chair of the Monywa Student Union Zin Min Htet was reportedly beaten until he lost
consciousness by prison officers because he refused to cut his hair or “sit in position” as was
ordered by the authorities.

“He was hospitalised and | have been told that another political prisoner was beaten in a similar
manner,” the strike committee member explained.

Another student leader, who is also a teacher taking part in the Civil Disobedience Movement,
was also said to have been beaten by some 15 prison staff, including a warden, for attempting
to defend Zin Min Htet during the assault.

He suffered broken ribs and sustained injuries to his face, but was denied medical help and had
his feet chained in punishment, according to sources close to him.

The Monywa People’s Strike Committee has submitted a request to the International
Committee of the Red Cross to investigate the abuse of political prisoners in Myingyan Prison.

Wardens have also reportedly directed inmates serving as “leaders” of each ward to assault
political prisoners sent from Monywa, and to do so with impunity.

A family member whose relative is a political prisoner incarcerated in Myingyan claimed that
they were required to pay bribes in order to be granted visits with the detainee, or to gain an
exemption from hard labour.

“Even elderly women are forced to do farmwork while it’s raining. There is even an elderly
woman who can’t see well. They asked her to give them 20,000 kyat (around USS$10) if she
didn’t want to work,” the family member explained.

The inmates, largely convicted of incitement under Section 505 of the Penal Code, have also
been threatened with additional transfers to another prison or into police custody for objecting
to the abuse.

Hundreds of political detainees from Obo, Monywa, Kyaikmayaw and Hpa-an prisons have been
transferred to Myingyan and Bago’s Thayawady prisons since early July.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/political-prisoners-transferred-to-myingyan-singled-
out-for-frequent-beatings
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Karen Armed Group Allied to Myanmar Junta Denied Officers Retirement Amid Recruitment
Crisis

By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 September 2022

Myanmar’s regime is stopping officers in the junta-affiliated Border Guard Force (BGF) in Karen
State from retiring amid fierce fighting with resistance forces.

A junta order on August 6 about the appointment of BGF battalion commanders and their
deputies forced seven majors who had reached retirement age to remain in position instead of
replacing them with younger officers.

BGFs are former ethnic insurgent groups and are under de-facto military control under the
junta-drafted 2008 Constitution.

The official retirement age for BGF officers is 55. Each battalion is headed by a commander and
two deputies. The commander and one deputy are from the original insurgent group and the
other deputy is a military appointee.

The denial of retirement points to low morale and a recruitment crisis, said a Karen Nation
Union (KNU) spokesman. Both of the KNU’s armed wings, the Karen National Liberation Army
and Karen National Defense Organization, are fighting the regime in Karen and Mon states and
Bago Region.

“It has become difficult for the regime to control its battalions and recruit. And it can’t easily
find new commanders. There is no support from the people and morale within the regime is
declining. Things have changed. Not only BGFs but the entire regime is facing these problems,”
the KNU spokesman said.

A BGF source said commanders are denied retirement out of necessity.

A BGF major, who asked for anonymity, said: “We have a personality cult and subordinates
tend to step down along with their leaders. But commanders are being kept on to maintain
battalion stability.”

Shortly before the coup in February last year, the military pressured Karen State BGF leaders
Colonel Saw Chit Thu, Major Saw Mote Thone and Major Saw Tin Win to resign over the
controversial China-backed Shwe Kokko new city project in Myawaddy on the Thai border.
Some military and BGF officers were involved in the project.

Around 90 officers, including 13 majors who command BGF battalions, resigned in solidarity
with the three officers. They withdrew their resignations after the junta asked them to rethink.

It is unclear if the three officers remain in position amid the post-coup chaos.

“They remain in their position though it is unofficial. They have signed the military’s resignation
letters. But the military has not clarified since,” said a BGF source.

Page 15 of 86


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/local-militia-officer-behind-controversial-chinese-casino-hub-thai-myanmar-border-quits.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/karen-border-force-withdraws-resignations-spat-myanmar-military.html

Karen State BGF was formed from splinter groups from the Democratic Karen Benevolent Army
and Karen Peace Force in 2010. It consists of 13 battalions based in Hlaingbwe, Hpapun, Hpa-
an, Myawaddy, Kawkareik and Kyainseikgyi townships.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/karen-armed-group-allied-to-myanmar-junta-
denied-officers-retirement-amid-recruitment-crisis.html

Karen Armed Groups Accused of Being Opportunists for Meeting with Min Aung Hlaing

The Karen community have criticized leaders of two Karen armed factions for meeting with
military coup leader, General Min Aung Hlaing in Nay Pyi Daw last week.

Karen News | 27 September 2022

It was the second meetings the Karen National
Union/Karen National Liberation Army — Peace Council
(KNU/KNLA-PC) and the Democratic Karen Benevolent
Army (DKBA) had with the junta on September 16, 2022.
Members of the Karen community are dismayed that the
Karen factions would give the coup leaders the

. opportunity to publicize its universally denounced ‘peace
deal’ being offered to ethnic armed groups. Many see the coup leaders ‘peace deal’ as ‘rule and
divide’ strategy used to deadly effect by the military to smash unity as it did successfully with
previous resistance to the military.

Padoh Saw Tawnee, spokesperson of the Karen National Union, told Karen News that the KNU
(Karen National Union) did not accept the military council leader’s Min Aung Hlaing’s invitation
and had no plan to meet with the military leader based on the current political situation.

The KNU has offered support and commitment to the ongoing opposition to Myanmar’s
military. The KNU’s Karen National Liberation Army is defending tens of thousands of villagers
displaced by State Administration Council airstrikes and ground artillery attacks.

A Karen man, based in Korea, told Karen News, “There is no need to discuss anything with those
who [have] burnt the whole country and crushed it to pieces. | think they were approached
because they wanted [business] opportunities. As a Karen, | am ashamed of the condition of
the Karen organizations that are falling apart. If you were to take opportunities like BGF, one
day, citizens will punish you. Min Aung Hlaing is now facing a crisis.”

In May 2021, military coup leader Min Aung Hlaing invited ethnic armed resistance
organizations to meet with him to end armed conflict.

Seven ethnic armed resistance organizations, including the KNU/KNLA-PC and the DKBA, and
three other ethnic armed resistance organizations went to the meeting.
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A Karen religious leader from the Papun region spoke to Karen News. “It is best if they do not
meet. Min Aung Hlaing, not only betrayed the country, but also violated human rights to the
point of destroying the people — the world is watching. If KNU/KNLA-PC and DKBA continue to
work with Min Aung Hlaing, the international community will take action against them just like
they did with Min Aung Hlaing [International Criminal Court]. These factions meeting with the
junta is not good for Karen people.”

The military controlled media reported the KNU/KNLA-
PC delegation, led by Vice chairperson Dr. Naw Ka Paw
Htoo and the DKBA delegation led by its Chief of Staff
General Saw Steel discussed the issue of the military
appointed State Administration Council’s peace process.

Political analysts criticized ethnic revolutionary
organizations meeting with the military leader Min Aung
Hlaing.

However, KNU/KNLA-PC Secretary Major Saw Kyaw Nyunt told Karen News on August 29 that
the meeting with the military leader is to resolve the current Burmese political crisis.

Colonel Saw Sein Win, spokesperson of the DKBA, said that they went to talk with the military
leader Min Aung Hlaing as the DKBA wanted to resolve the current political crisis in Burma
without armed conflict.

A woman in Pa-an Township said the two Karen armed groups are now caught in a difficult
situation.

“They may want to stand on the side of the revolutionary forces. But if they decide to do so,
they have to look at the consequences that may arise. The options are not that simple.”

The woman said Karen organizations, including the Karen armed organization, do not want to
see Karen people burnt from their homes and displaced. She said they [Karen factions] chose to
meet with the military council to protect their [own] interests despite criticism.

The first round of meetings between the KNU/KNLA-PC, DKBA and the military coup leader, Min
Aung Hlaing, were held from 26 to 28 May, 2022 and from 19 to 21 June, 2022 respectively.

While the DKBA leaders and Min Aung Hlaing were meeting, 300 Burma Army soldiers under his
command, entered the DKBA headquarters in Sonsee Myaing and Lay Gaw (Taungni) villages.
Fighting has since been taking place throughout September 2022.

https://karennews.org/2022/09/karen-armed-groups-accused-of-being-opportunists-for-
meeting-with-min-aung-hlaing/
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Arakan Army attacks junta ships on Rakhine State river

The military responded to the ambush with airstrikes and heavy artillery fire into a nearby
village, injuring three civilians, including two children

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Sep 27, 2022

A local holds fragments of the heavy artillery shells fired
by the military from its ship on September 26 (Supplied)

Two children and a pregnant woman were injured when
heavy artillery fired from a junta marine vessel hit a village
in Rakhine State’s Minbya Township on Monday, locals
said.

- The victims were identified as 23-year-old Ohmar San, as
well as minors Bu Maung, 13, and Khaing Zan Che, age three. Their wounds, caused by
shrapnel, were reportedly not critical.

At 10:30am, the Arakan Army (AA) attacked two military boats travelling from Sittwe along the
Kywel Ku River five miles south of Minbya town, leading to a clash in the area which lasted 30
minutes.

Residents of the nearby Khaung Laung Chaung village, home to 700 households and located a
half mile from the river bank, sought refuge in the community’s larger structures during the
shootout.

“The locals took shelter in the monastery and the community hall. A shell that | think was fired
by the navy vessels fell inside the village, injuring the victims,” a man from Khaung Laung
Chaung told Myanmar Now.

Ohmar San, who was injured in the shelling of Khaung
Laung Chaung village (Supplied)

He added that eyewitnesses claimed to have seen smoke
rising from one of the Myanmar military boats, concluding
that it may have been damaged during the battle.

The military also launched airstrikes on the area.

: “The air force’s aircrafts hovered over the area and fired
shots. The air force arrived in the area near our village before the navy did,” the man said.

Another local added that the navy vessels continued onward towards Minbya after the clash,
while a helicopter provided cover for the ship by shooting indiscriminately into the area that
afternoon.
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“The helicopter is firing shots from above right now. We are all hiding and we can’t go out,” the
local said at around 2:30pm on Monday.

Since August, the military and the AA have been engaging in serious clashes in Buthidaung,
Maungdaw, Minbya, Mrauk-U, Rathedaung and Taungup townships in Rakhine State and
Paletwa in southern Chin State.

The AA intercepted two junta vessels carrying weapons, supplies and reinforcement troops in
northern Rakhine State on September 19, and another ship in Taungup on September 16.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/arakan-army-attacks-junta-ships-on-rakhine-state-
river

TNLA Extorts Namkham Vendors

By SHAN - September 27, 2022

Namkham market.

Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) soldiers
fired their rifles at a market in Namkham before
handing out business cards and demanding that
vendors pay taxes to the armed group in northern
Shan State.

One vendor, who spoke to SHAN on condition that

her name not be published, said everyone was afraid
of the Ta’ang soldiers when they showed up to Namkham Myoma Market in their uniforms at
midday on 25 September. The next morning, the woman said, the soldiers also visited the
market. After they left, the vendors closed their shops and went home.

A man, who also requested anonymity, said: “We’re not safe here, but we don’t know what to
do about it.” Four months ago, he said the TNLA was collecting taxes from the market vendors.

SHAN called the phone number on the business card the Ta’ang soldiers were passing around,
but the officer who answered the phone claimed not to have any information about the forced
taxation.

TNLA troops.

When the armed group showed up at the market
on 6 June, the last time they demanded money
from the shops, the vendors also closed for the
day.
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The Burma Army has shot dead several TNLA soldiers collecting taxes in the market in the past.
The TNLA have been forcible recruiting youths from other areas of northern Shan State.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25371

Myanmar Rights Groups Urge Ethnic Armed Organizations to Shun Junta Peace Talks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 September 2022

A total of 567 Myanmar civil society organizations (CSOs) based at home and abroad have
urged ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) not to attend the junta’s sham peace talks.

The call came a day after representatives of the United Wa State Army (UWSA), the National
Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA) and the Shan State Progress Party/Shan State Army-

North (SSPP/SSA-N) attended the second round of so-called peace talks on Sunday with junta
chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing.

Representatives of the UWSP, NDAA and SSPP with
| junta leaders in Naypyitaw on Monday.

Currently, ten EAOs have held talks with the military
regime: the Karen National Union/ Karen National
Liberation Army-Peace Council, the Democratic Karen
Buddhist Army, the Pa-O National Liberation

3 = —== Organization, the New Mon State Party, the Arakan
leeratlon Party, the Restoratlon CounC|I of Shan State/ Shan State Army-South, the Lahu
Democratic Union, the NDAA, the SSPP/SSA-N and the UWSA.

But other EAOs are engaging regime forces in near-daily fighting alongside People’s Defense
Forces. They include the Karen National Liberation Army and Karen National Defense
Organization of the Karen National Union (KNU), the Chin National Front, the Karenni National
Progressive Party, the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army, the Ta’ang National
Liberation Army, the Arakan Army, the Kachin Independence Army and the All Burma Student’s
Democratic Front.

On Monday, in an open letter to EAOs, the 567 CSOs said that the military regime is regarded as
merely a terrorist organization according to international and domestic laws, as it has cruelly
murdered and tortured peaceful anti-regime demonstrators after seizing power from the
democratically-elected government.

Since last year’s coup, there is evidence that the Myanmar military is committing war crimes
and crimes against humanity such as burning civilians alive, massacres, the use of sexual
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violence against women, indiscriminate air and artillery strikes on civilian targets including
religious buildings, schools, and refugee camps, and burning and looting villages.

As of Monday, 2,319 people had been killed by junta forces since the coup, while 15,643 people
including elected government leaders have been arrested or detained, according to the
Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, a rights group documenting civilian deaths and
arrests.

Nor has the junta been recognized as Myanmar’s legitimate government either at home or
abroad, due to the regime’s failure to implement a five-point peace plan agreed with the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). The regime has also ignored the demands of
the United Nations and the international community to cease all violence against civilians.

At the same time, coup leader Min Aung Hlaing faces criminal charges in the International Court
of Justice for allegedly committing genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes, said the
CSOs.

The group of CSOs said also that the junta is creating a sham peace dialogue using EAOs in an
attempt to mislead the international community, including ASEAN, since it can no longer defeat
the armed revolution of the Myanmar people.

In their letter, the rights groups said that the armed conflict in Myanmar must be clearly
understood as a battle between the military and the people.

“Attending the sham peace talks is not only against the will of the people opposing the military
terrorist group, but will also lend legitimacy to this terrorist military council,” the CSOs said.

“At worse, sham talks will permit and encourage further crimes against humanity committed by
the terrorist military group,” added the CSOs, who also called on EAOs to join the revolution
aimed at totally removing the military from politics.

“The junta tries to be recognized as an official government and holds mock peace talks with
some armed groups. Those without proper policies are meeting junta leader Min Aung Hlaing,”
said Padoh Saw Taw Nee, the head of the KNU’s Foreign Affairs Department, in a recent
interview with The Irrawaddy.

He added “We have contempt for his [the coup leader] peace process. It will never happen.”

Myanmar’s parallel National Unity Government (NUG), which has widespread public support at
home and backing overseas, announced in June that any negotiations with the junta are illegal
and won’t be recognized by the NUG and any of its successors, as the regime has no right to
negotiate with parties like a Union government.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-rights-groups-urge-ethnic-armed-
organizations-to-shun-junta-peace-talks.html
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567 CSOs call on Ethnic Resistance Organisations to not engage with Myanmar junta

By Mizzima |

On 26 September, 567 Civil Society Organizations
signed an open letter calling for leaders of the Ethnic
Revolutionary Organisations not to engage with
Myanmar’s State Administrative Council, the junta that
seized control of the country in February 2021.

In particular, it calls on the EROs not to become
involved in the junta’s ethnic peace talks that it is
trying to persuade ethnic armed organisations (EAOs)

to engage with.

ERO is a term used for ethnic armed orgasnisations (EAOs) who are fighting the junta and have
aligned themselves with the the National Unity Government (NUG) in exile and other anti-junta
forces.

Below is the text of the letter. Of the 567 orgsanisations that signed the letter only 281 have
been named due to security reasons.

Below is the text of the letter:

The undersigned Civil Society Organizations urge the Ethnic Resistance Organization not to
attend the military sham Peace Dialogue, a sham intended as a way to distract and exit from
their own political, military, and economic crisis.

The armed conflict currently unfolding must be understood clearly as a battle between the
military and the people. Min Aung Hlaing led-terrorist military has ignored the will of the
people in the election and attempted to stage a coup since February 1, 2021 and arrested the
elected members of parliament. Since they refused to accept the result of the 2020 November
General Election, which was accepted by the international community as a free and fair election
and in which the people freely cast their votes, they became merely a terrorist organization
which no longer has legitimacy domestically and internationally.

In order to take power the military cruelly tortured and killed peaceful protesters who
protested against their unlawful actions according to democratic practice. Therefore they are
regarded as merely a terrorist organization according to international and domestic laws.

It is evident that the terrorist military council is targeting civilians across the country every day.
The terrorist military is committing war crimes and crimes against humanity by torching
villages, looting civilian properties, burning civilians alive, including children and women, mass
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killing, raping women, shelling civilian sites with artilleries, and inflicting aerial attacks and
bombardments on civilian sites, religious buildings, schools and IDP camps.

As the terrorist military council violated the ASEAN’s five-point Consensus and ignored the
international community, they not only failed to receive any recognition from the international
community but were isolated and prevented from attending ASEAN summits and related
minister-level meetings.

As the terrorist military council can no longer defeat the people’s resistance, they are creating a
sham peace dialogue using ethnic armed organizations in order to mislead the international
community, including ASEAN.

This terrorist military council (formerly Myanmar Tatmadaw) dictated and influenced peace
dialogues using the 2008 Constitution; not a single genuine peace and political agreement has
been achieved under this military. Again, the invitation to ethnic armed resistance
organizations by the military group firmly holding the 2008 Constitution is not a genuine
attempt to find a peaceful political resolution and build a Federal Democratic Union to meet
the political aspirations of ethnic armed organizations. Instead, it is evident that it is a sham
dialogue intended to divide and rule the resistance groups, namely the Spring revolution forces,
the people and ethnic armed organizations.

Therefore, attending this sham dialogue is not only against the will of the people resisting this
terrorist group, but will also lend legitimacy to this terrorist military council. In addition, it will
further delay the process of building genuine peace and federal democracy, and also place
further obstacles to the delivery of humanitarian assistance to the people most in need. Worse,
sham talks will permit and encourage further crimes against humanity committed by the
terrorist military group.

The military group led by the terrorist Min Aung Hlaing continues to kill their own people. He is
currently facing criminal charges in the International Court of Justice for allegedly committing
genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes. It is imperative to learn from Myanmar’s
history that this terrorist group is not a worthy political dialogue partner for peace and to make
efforts to remove them from Myanmar’s political arena entirely. Hence, we call on ethnic
armed organizations — that have been consistently struggling for democracy, federalism, and
peace — to avoid attending sham political and peace dialogues (either publicly or secretly) held
by the terrorist military group and join with people who are fighting to totally remove the
military from politics.

https://mizzima.com/article/567-csos-call-ethnic-resistance-organisations-not-engage-
myanmar-junta
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SAC chairman meets with leaders of peace delegations in NPT

PUBLISHED 27 SEPTEMBER 2022

NAYPYITAW-----Chairman of State Administration Council
(SAC) Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing met with the peace delegations led
by vice-chairman of United Wa State Party (UWSP) Lau Yaku,
vice-chairman of National Democratic Alliance Army(NDAA)
San Pae and vice-chairman-2 of Shan State Progressive Party
(SSPP) Sao Khun Seng at Bayintnaung villa in Nay Pyi Taw
yesterday, according to the sources.

At the talk, the SAC chairman discussed that efforts are being made to strive for exercising a
genuine multiparty democracy and building the Union based on democracy and federalism as
political aspirations.

He also explained the efforts of governments in successive eras for achieving success in peace
talks. He underscored that comprehensive discussions will openly be held at the peace talks for
demands of ethnic armed organizations and actual needs which will be essential for the region
and the State. The Senior General noted that it is necessary to focus on discussions through the
open-minded concept for the sake of the Union. He stressed that a plan is underway to
continuously pave the peace track based on the Constitution (2008) and the Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement-NCA.

Later, UWSP’s vice-chairman Lau Yaku, NDAA’s vice-chairman San Pae and SSPP’s vice-
chairman-2 Sao Khun Seng and members discussed their heartily welcome to the offer of the
SAC Chairman with farsightedness to implement the internal peace and development
undertakings via political dialogues, firmly upholding non-disintegration of the Union, non-
disintegration of national solidarity and perpetual of sovereignty without secession from the
State, aspiration to solve disagreements through peace, steadfastly striving for ensuring peace
and stability of the region and development tasks, and their similar attitude for exercising the
multiparty democracy and building the Union based on democracy and federalism, and
reported on regional development measures.

Later, the SAC chairman discussed the offer for peace talks that only when it ceases armed
conflicts and restore genuine peace can development tasks of the whole Union are effectively
undertaken via regions and national races. The plans are underway to continuously pave the
peace track based on the Constitution (2008) and the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA)
by taking lessons from past events in history. And, all ethnics need to hold talks in unison in
patience for serving the interests of the Union and ethnics. They then frankly exchanged views
on peace issues and regional development measures.
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Those peace delegates will hold peace talks with the Peace Talks Team formed with Council
members by the State Administration Council and the National Solidarity and Peacemaking
Negotiation Committee.

On the occasion were SAC Vice-Chairman Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services
Commander-in-Chief (Army) Vice-Senior General Soe Win, Council members General Mya Tun
Oo, Lt-Gen Moe Myint Tun and Lt-Gen Yar Pyae. UWSP’s vice-chairman Lau Yaku, NDAA's vice-
chairman San Pae and SSPP’s vice-chairman-2 Sao Khun Seng were accompanied by Head of
Political Department of UWSP U Aik Nap Ling, General Secretary of NDAA U Kyi Myint and
Secretary-2 of SSPP Sao Seng Hsu and party.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-chairman-meets-with-leaders-of-peace-delegations-in-
npt

Boycott Launched of Food Manufacturer Owned by Pro-Myanmar Junta Politician
By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 September 2022

Phaung Sein Food, which is owned by a pro-Myanmar military political party’s leader and her
daughter, is the latest business to be targeted by a boycott campaign by anti-regime activists.

Activist Zin Thaw Naing called on Facebook on Monday for a boycott, saying owner Nang Shwe
Kyar backed the military coup and has supported the junta since the February 2021 takeover.

Other activists and social media pages have since joined the calls for a boycott.

Within hours internet users and online shops, including one in Japan, said they would boycott
Phaung Sein.

A Mon State firm posted that it would stop selling the products now it knew about the junta
links.

Nang Shwe Kyar meeting Min Aung Hlaing in March 2019.

Nang Shwe Kyar chairs the Wunthanu Democratic Party, an
ally of the military proxy Union Solidarity and Development
Party (USDP).

She was one of the 34 political party leaders who met then
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing ahead of the 2020 general
election and pledged to back the military “if things have gone
wrong in the election”.
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Wunthanu, which failed to win a seat, issued a
statement saying that the election was not free and fair
and called for a postponement in convening the new
parliament. The newly elected parliament was
dissolved by the coup hours before convening on
February 1, 2021.

A screenshot of Nang Shwe Kyar post about meeting
junta leader Min Aung Hlaing ahead of the 2020
general election.

Nang Shwe Kyar’s party co-signed USDP statements
condemning the civilian government led by the

©0 136 23 comments - 11 shares — Natjonal League for Democracy (NLD) and subsequent
= G statements supporting the coup.

In September last year, her name appeared on a USDP declaration urging the United Nations
not to approve U Kyaw Moe Tun as the civilian National Unity Government’s UN ambassador.

She later denied signing the declaration and claimed she was exploited. A USDP spokesman
insisted she signed the joint statement. Her support for the military is undeniable because of
her public comments since the 2010 general election.

Wunthanu is co-chaired by her husband U Ye Min. The party attended a meeting with the
junta’s Union Election Commission in May last year on “voting irregularities” and for next year’s
planned election with 58 political parties. The meeting was shunned by key parties, including
the NLD.

Phaung Sein products.

Based in Mandalay, Phaung Sein sells food
domestically and internationally and has become
successful since the coup after some celebrities
promoted it.

Ma Nu Wai Kyaw, Nang Shwe Kyar’s daughter, told
online media groups that the firm was successfully
exporting to the United States, Japan, Singapore and
other countries.
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pro-myanmar-junta-politician.html

Report Reveals Thai Senator’s Deep Ties to Detained Myanmar Arms Dealer, Profiting Military
By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 September 2022

Contrary to his denial of close ties with recently arrested Myanmar regime arms broker Dr. Tun
Min Latt, findings released by a covert group tracking regime-linked businesses reveal that Thai
Senator Upakit Pachariyangkun is deeply involved with the broker in ways that have profited
the Myanmar military.

Myanmar national Tun Min Latt runs the Star Sapphire Group of companies, which brokered
imports of Israeli reconnaissance drones and aircraft parts for the Myanmar Air Force. He was
arrested in Bangkok last week on suspicion of trafficking drugs and money laundering.

He was arrested along with three Thais. One of them is Dean Young Gultula, Upakit’s son-in-
law.

Upakit and Tun Min Latt founded Myanmar Allure Group in 2000 to operate an illegal casino
business in Myanmar’s Tachileik, a border town in Shan State near Thailand, according

to OpenCorporates. Tun Min Latt’s Star Sapphire built the casino, according to the findings of
the covert group Justice For Myanmar (JFM), which cited an archive of the company’s website.

Tun Min Latt (far left) and Upakit Pachariyangkun
(second from left) at an agreement signing ceremony
of the Tachilek Electrification Authority in Tachileik,
Shan State. / JFM

Upakit opened the Allure Resort and Casino under
Myanmar’s previous military dictatorship, signing an
agreement in 1999 with Khin Maung Latt, Tun Min
Latt’s father, who was at that time the then-military
regime’s director general of hotels and tourism.

The casino, Allure Resort, was built on the site of the state-owned Shan Yoma Guest House, on
about 2 hectares of prime riverfront land, and opened in 2003.

The original agreement specified an annual lease payment to the military-controlled
Directorate of Hotels and Tourism of US$120,000, or 6 percent of total gross revenue.

While casinos were illegal, the 1999 contract between the military junta and Allure Group
specifies that the resort was to include “electric and electronic machines, slot machines, and all
sort of recreation and entertainment”.
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According to Myanmar Investment Commission documents released by Distributed Denial of
Secrets, a whistleblower website, a new deed was signed in which the Ministry of Hotels and
Tourism transferred all rights, titles and interests in the casino to the Myanmar Army’s Office of
the Quartermaster General in November 2017, during the National League for Democracy
government. Upakit signed the 2017 contract as chairperson of Allure Group.

According to the new contract, the Myanmar military got the 6 percent share of the casino’s
revenue. The new lease allows the Myanmar military and Allure Group to hide the payments
from parliamentary and auditor general scrutiny, under a system designed to protect the
military’s business interests.

Myanmar’s corporate register shows Upakit resigned from the board of Myanmar Allure in
2019 and sold his shares to join the Senate, appointed by Thailand’s then military junta. But he
replaced himself with his son-in-law, Dean Young Gultula, the husband of Adisara Gultula, the
senator’s daughter, JFM said.

However, Upakit told The Bangkok Post that he owned a hotel business in the border town of
Tachileik but sold it in 2015 before he was appointed a senator.

Adisara is Upakit’s daughter with his ex-wife, Pareena Kaikupt, the barred Ratchaburi MP and
outspoken supporter of suspended Thai Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha.

JFM said Upakit has profited from corruption and operated an illegal casino business, colluding
to transfer it to the Myanmar military in an act that amounts to the theft of public assets.

“Through his partnership with Dr. Tun Min Latt and his father, Upakit Pachariyangkun has
provided revenue to finance the Myanmar military’s atrocity crimes against the people of
Myanmar, making him complicit in those crimes,” it said.

Furthermore, Upakit and Tun Min Latt were both directors of Andaman Power and Utility
Company Limited (formerly Dawei Power and Utility Company Limited). An archive of the
Andaman Power website described Upakit as “Chairman and Founder”.

Andaman Power and Utility claimed to have been designated by the former USDP-led military
proxy government as the sole power provider in the Dawei area, the site of a controversial
special economic zone and deep sea port project, despite the company’s lack of experience in
the energy sector.

In 2015, Andaman Power and Utility was acquired by video game developer United Power of
Asia (formerly CyberPlanet Interactive Public Company), and it is listed on the Stock Exchange
of Thailand.

United Power of Asia’s majority-owned Myanmar subsidiary, Myanmar UPA, is registered at a
Star Sapphire address in Naypyitaw.
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According to Thailand’s company registry, Tun Min Latt is currently the sole shareholder of
Myanmar Allure Group (P&E), registered in Mae Sai, a Thai town across the river from Tachileik.
An archive of the Andaman Power & Utility website states that the company supplied electricity
to Tachileik and had an office in Chiang Rai, the northern Thai province that includes Mae Sai.

JFM’s findings also reveal Tun Min Latt has direct access to regime leader Min Aung Hlaing and
is the Myanmar agent of arms manufacturer NORINCO, which provides armoured personnel
carriers, 100-mm guns and other arms to the Myanmar military.
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China Says Myanmar’s Shelling Across Bangladesh Border ‘Unfortunate’
By MUKTADIR RASHID | 27 September 2022

DHAKA—Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Li Jiming on Monday termed the Myanmar armed
forces’ recent shelling, shooting and military flights across the Bangladesh border, resulting in
the Sept. 16 killing of a Rohingya person, as “unfortunate”.

“There was a very unfortunate incident,” he told reporters at the Bangladesh Foreign Affairs
Ministry when asked about a meeting with Bangladesh’s acting foreign secretary over recent
shelling and airspace incursions by the Myanmar armed forces.

He said they also discussed such issues as Rohingya repatriation and international cooperation.

Quoting sources familiar with the meeting, vernacular daily Samakal reported that during the
meeting with Bangladeshi diplomats in Dhaka, Li referred to earlier incidents in which Myanmar
military personnel fired across their country’s border with the southwestern Chinese province
of Yunnan. He argued that those incidents were “unintended” and occurred during anti-
insurgent operations.

The report added that the Bangladesh diplomat then asked the ambassador whether he also
considered Myanmar’s recent actions “unintended”. But the Chinese ambassador kept mum,
according to the report.

Acting Foreign Secretary Md Khurshed Alam, a retired rear admiral, told reporters that China, as
a friend of Bangladesh, would convey Dhaka’s message to Myanmar, as Beijing had leverage
over the Myanmar authorities.

Md Khurshed Alam said they also discussed ways to repatriate Rohingya refugees to Myanmar’s
Rakhine State from Bangladesh without further delay as per the tripartite commitment agreed
by Bangladesh, Myanmar and China.

Bangladesh people living in border areas such as Bandarban and Cox’s Bazar have been
panicked by the shelling from inside Myanmar.

Bangladesh officials said that as of Monday, Myanmar armed forces personnel had left one of
their border outposts adjacent to Bangladesh’s Tambru, and consolidated their forces in a safer
place due to a shortage of rations amid fighting in Rakhine against the Arakan Army.

Emerging from the meeting, Ambassador Li also said he had discussed many issues relating to
the “early repatriation of Rohingya” and other aspects of international cooperation between
the two countries.
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On Sept. 18, Dhaka lodged a strong protest with Naypyitaw, summoning Myanmar Ambassador
to Bangladesh Aung Kyaw Moe for the fourth time since Aug. 21 over “the intrusion of mortar
shells, aerial firings, and airspace violations from Myanmar, causing death and injuries to the
people inside Bangladesh territory”.

The Bangladesh Foreign Ministry on Sept. 20 briefed foreign diplomats and heads of mission at
the State Guest House Padma in Dhaka, seeking support from their countries, including the US,
the UK and Germany, over the developing situation as Myanmar’s military actions continued
along the border. The ministry reportedly informed the diplomats that the continuous shelling
along the border had caused damage to life and property and put several thousand Bangladeshi
border residents at risk.

No officials from the Chinese Embassy reportedly attended the briefing.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/china-says-myanmars-shelling-across-bangladesh-
border-unfortunate.html

The world needs to recognise—and support—Myanmar’s ‘humanitarian resistance’

As UN aid agencies line up to sign deals with the junta, local groups fighting “for victory and
humanity” continue to be the country’s real saviours

lgor Blazevic | Published on Sep 27, 2022

Volunteers provide medication to residents of villages
hit by conflict in Karenni State (Loyalty Mobile Team)

The recent rush of UN agencies to sigh memorandums
of understanding (MOUs) with Myanmar’s military
junta has raised important questions about who is
really carrying the burden of humanitarian assistance
in the country—international aid agencies, or local
relief groups engaged in resisting the regime?

In a recent paper, Hugo Slim, a UK-based expert on the ethics of humanitarian aid, offers some
valuable insight on this issue, which has been the subject of often passionate debate in
Myanmar. Titled “Humanitarian resistance: Its ethical and operational importance,” this paper
examines the respective roles of local civil society organisations and activist groups
participating in the Spring Revolution on the one hand, and UN agencies and the INGO aid
community on the other.

There is growing frustration on both sides. Those who work for international aid agencies,
especially foreign nationals, feel that they are being unfairly criticised for trying to assist
vulnerable populations. While they lament that this may mean making “many hard and
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unpleasant compromises in order to serve higher humanitarian imperatives,” as one such
individual put it to me recently, they insist that this is necessary in order to function in a very
complex situation.

On the other side, local activists feel that they are speaking for most in Myanmar when they say
that the country has been largely abandoned by the international community—not least by the
UN and its humanitarian agencies. Looking back over the past 19 months, what they see is the
failure of UN agencies and INGOs to provide aid where it is needed most. Only a trickle of aid
has come into the country, and it has only reached areas where the regime has allowed them to
operate.

Villagers flee their homes as junta troops carry out raids in
Sagaing Region's Depayin Township in July

In Slim’s terminology, this is a dispute between what he
calls the “local humanitarian resistance community” and
the community of “conventional international
humanitarian agencies.” The first term in particular is
helpful in understanding the core of the disagreement,
because it highlights the emergence of an alternative to
more traditional thinking about the place of humanitarian relief work in the context of conflict.

Since its attempt to seize power in February of last year, Myanmar’s military has faced protests,
civil disobedience and armed resistance; in response, it has unleashed harsh, indiscriminate,
large-scale and systematic violence. Its sole aim is to crush dissent at any cost, and its inability
to achieve this goal has only made it more brutal. Currently in control of less than 50% of the
country’s territory, and vulnerable to attack even in areas where it has a strong presence, it
routinely deploys jets, helicopters and ground troops to carry out “clearance operations”
anywhere that it cannot impose its rule. The result has been a huge and growing humanitarian
crisis.

This crisis has been created by the junta, and nobody else. As it continues to worsen day by day,
week by week, the people of Myanmar have responded with an impressive display of what Slim
calls “humanitarian resistance,” which doesn’t just address immediate needs, but also
recognises that inflicting suffering on the civilian population is not just an unfortunate side
effect of the country’s conflict, but an integral part of the military’s strategy. Thus, no amount
of international aid will help as long as the regime continues with its systematic dislocation of
civilians and destruction of their property and livelihoods.

Within Myanmar, local humanitarian resistance groups enjoy the trust and appreciation of the
general population, while international aid agencies are increasingly regarded with frustration
and even anger. Conversely, people outside of the country, who have little knowledge or
recognition of the value of resistance humanitarianism, continue to hold the international
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agencies in high esteem, if only because these agencies have been so skillful at promoting
themselves on the world stage.

There are a number of reasons that many in Myanmar take such a dim view of international
agencies. One is that they are seen as remote, top-down organisations. They are also far less
numerous and diverse than local, grass-roots groups. But perhaps the most important reason is
that they see themselves as obliged to remain “neutral” and “non-partisan” —unlike local
humanitarian resistance groups, which, according to Slim, “simultaneously [take] sides for
human life and human freedom” and “combine a desire for victory and humanity.”

In his paper, Slim looks at Myanmar and Ukraine as examples of humanitarian resistance in
action. In both countries, he sees evidence of how the humanitarian response to their
respective political crises aims to serve “the cause of victory”:

“In Myanmar, people committed to the resistance are boycotting government institutions and
have either created new associations for the rescue and relief of people suffering from the
dictatorship’s violence and increasing poverty, or they are surging existing social and religious
institutions for the same effect. In Ukraine, where an entire nation is fighting for survival
against outside aggression, people have come together en masse as volunteer auxiliaries to
dramatically expand the provision of food relief, emergency housing and education, social
work, civil defence and ambulance and fire services.”

Volunteer medics travel on foot to remote villages in
Karenni State (Loyalty Mobile Team)

According to Slim, “All these welfare activities combine a
humanitarian and a resistance purpose in the same activity.
Being a resistance humanitarian in Myanmar or Ukraine
means playing your part in the struggle. Working as a
medic, a firefighter or an emergency teacher is experienced
and understood as a valuable form of civil resistance.”

The fact that many see their humanitarian activities as part of a political struggle in no way
detracts from the effectiveness of their efforts, says Slim. Indeed, he observes that
humanitarian resistance has had a “significant” impact in terms of meeting people’s needs:

“Tens of thousands of people have been rescued from Ukrainian cities under Russian attack by
informal groups using their own cars and covert routes in a continuous relay of rescue runs.
These rescuers see their humanitarian work as part of the political struggle against the Russian
invasion. In Myanmar, hundreds of thousands of people are being helped with food, healthcare
and emergency education by rescue committees and relief committees formed by people from
the [Civil Disobedience Movement] who have left their government jobs to work for alternative,
resistance institutions.”
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Unlike international aid organisations, which are relatively generously funded by donor
countries, the local humanitarian resistance community is primarily financed by members of
the public who are in many cases struggling with hardships of their own due to the economic
fallout of the coup. An energized and self-organised diaspora is also making a contribution.

Another difference is that local humanitarian resistance work relies heavily on volunteers,
whereas international aid agencies are mostly staffed by well-paid professionals. Expats
employed to do international aid work typically follow a career path that takes them from one
“crisis spot” to another. Most currently working “on Myanmar” do so from a safe distance—
from neighbouring Thailand or even farther afield. And while they can expect to advance in
their careers even under these circumstances, many humanitarian resistance workers actually
inside the country have had to abandon their professions to oppose the injustice and
repression of the military regime.

Needless to say, “resistance humanitarians” don’t just sacrifice their careers—they also risk
their lives. On numerous occasions people providing aid have been arrested, tortured and
imprisoned. Some have been killed.

Meanwhile, conventional humanitarian agencies have been struggling to respond to the
suffering in Myanmar. Their mode of operations requires the explicit or implicit consent of the
regime, which has hugely restricted what they can do. But beyond this, they have also been
constrained by their own bureaucratic character, which makes them extremely slow and
expensive, as well as prone to self-censorship.

In short, there has been an enormous disproportionality between these two very different aid
communities, in terms of their cost, effectiveness, and risk. This raises the question of which
side actually receives the most money from international donors. The answer, of course, is that
almost all funding flows to major agencies or organisations, while virtually none reaches groups
engaged in humanitarian resistance.

This is not a new situation. It has long been the case that local groups have had to operate on
shoestring budgets, while international aid agencies have been far more lavishly funded. This
has been a source of some resentment among local aid groups, but most have hesitated to
speak out about it, as they see the international aid agencies as being at least potential allies
against the real enemy—Myanmar’s repressive military.

More recently, however, many have become more outspoken about this disparity, as they
watch multiple UN agencies hasten to sign MOUs with the junta. In effect, according to those
who are now witnessing this spectacle from the trenches of Myanmar’s ongoing humanitarian
catastrophe, these agencies have broken their long-held principle of neutrality by reaching
agreements with a regime that has no legitimacy in the eyes of the country’s people.

This cannot be defended as pragmatism. A genuinely pragmatic approach would be one that
involves deals with both the regime and with the National Unity Government and governing
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entities in liberated ethnic territories. This would enable a more fair and balanced distribution
of aid into areas that are currently being served almost entirely by humanitarian resistance
organisations.

At this point, there are few in Myanmar who believe that the UN agencies are primarily
motivated by a desire to deliver aid more effectively. Rather, they are seen as acting mostly out
of institutional self-interest. Meanwhile, resistance organisations and networks continue to do
what they have been doing to save the country from the coup regime. They need to be noticed,
recognised and supported by donor countries. Yangon-based UN agencies and INGOs will not
provide for them.

Igor Blazevic is a prominent human rights campaigner based in the Czech Republic. He is a
lecturer at Educational Initiatives, a training program for Myanmar activists, and a senior
adviser with the Prague Civil Society Centre.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/the-world-needs-to-recognise-and-support-

myanmars-humanitarian-resistance
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World leaders address the 77th Session of the United
Nations General Assembly at U.N. Headquarters in New
York City
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