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NLD Lawmaker Killed at Myanmar Military Interrogation Center
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 23 September 2022
NLD lawmaker U Myo Myo Kyaw

U Myo Myo Kyaw, a member of the Kachin State parliament from the
National League for Democracy (NLD), has been killed at a military
interrogation center at the headquarters of the Northern Command
in Myitkyina, Kachin State, according to his political colleagues and
local residents.

The lawmaker won a seat for the NLD in the state legislature

‘ representing Mohnyin Township’s Constituency No. 2 in the 2020
general election. He was arrested with Ko Sai Maung, an anti-coup protest leader from Hpa-
kant Township, at a checkpoint at the entrance of Myitkyina town on Aug. 24.

The checkpoint, known as the Mile 21 checkpoint, is notorious for stringent checks on travelers
by regime soldiers and police. Many political activists have been abducted at the checkpoint,
according to local residents.

The pair were arrested after military troops found treasury bonds issued by the shadow
National Unity Government (NUG) on their phones, along with photos related to People’s
Defense Force resistance groups. Relatives and colleagues said U Myo Myo Kyaw died at the
interrogation center after being tortured.

His family was unable to get any information about him for over a month, and only recently
learned that he died in the interrogation center, according to his political colleagues.

U Win Naing, a member of the Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH) who won a
seat in the Lower House of the Union Parliament in the 2020 election representing Mogaung
Township, announced U Myo Myo Kyaw’s death in a post on Facebook on Friday.

His post reads, “Ko Myo Myo Kyaw has been killed in the interrogation center as he has been
badly tortured by the military council, according to reliable sources. His family were not given
the body and don’t know the date of death or where his body was cremated.”

A Hpa-kant resident who participated in a protest against the junta military and who is close to
Ko Sai Maung told The Irrawaddy they were aware of the death of U Myo Myo Kyaw and had
also heard that Ko Sai Maung has been moved from the Northern Command in Myitkyina to
another location.

“In the last week, we heard they had both died in the interrogation center, but it wasn’t
confirmed. Now we have heard about the death of the MP, but we heard from some authorities
that Ko Sai Maung is not in the interrogation camp. | think they have moved him into the
prison,” he said.
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As of Thursday, 12,462 people had been detained and 2,311 killed in the 20 months since the
Feb. 1, 2021 military coup, according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners
(AAPP).

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nld-lawmaker-killed-at-myanmar-military-
interrogation-center.html

Teenage boy incarcerated in Insein Prison dies days before his release

One year after the 16-year-old’s arrest, the military says Khant Thurein died of tuberculosis in
detention

Esther J | Published on Sep 22, 2022

Khant Thurein's body is seen at the funeral service for him
(Supplied)

A 16-year-old boy arrested by the junta one year ago was
declared dead by the military in Yangon’s Insein Prison last
week, just days before his scheduled release.

Khant Thurein’s family was notified of his death on September
17 by junta authorities, who claimed that the teenager had died at an unspecified date of
tuberculosis. They returned his body to his relatives with a warning that any cremation or
funeral service would need to be held with discretion, a source familiar with the case said.

If time served had been deducted from his sentence, Khant Thurein would have been released
on Tuesday, three days later.

“It’s so sad as he was just days away from his freedom,” the source said.

A September 24, 2021 report in a junta newspaper on Khant Thurein’s arrest disclosed his age
as 16, and accused him of being a member of the Freedom Fighters Force of Mayangone
Township.

He was arrested in Mayangone’s first ward along with four other minors: Wai Yan Phyo, 17;
Aung Ko Oo, 16; Thant Zin, 16; and Kyel Zin Hnin Wai, 14.

The five were among nine youth accused of involvement in three assassinations and one
targeted explosion in Mayangone and North Dagon townships between July and September
2021.

The source who spoke to Myanmar Now said that the military had also filed an attempted
murder charge against Khant Thurein in relation to an attack on Mayangone Township
administrator Sein Thaung on September 11, 2021.
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Khant Thurein (bottom right) and other youth
arrested by the junta, pictured in the September
24, 2021 issue of a junta-owned newspaper

While the conviction carried a prison sentence

’—g of up to 20 years, due to insufficient evidence,
Khant Thurein was handed a one-year term by a
- e Mayangone Township court. Instead of being

sent to a juvenile detention centre because of
his age, he was sent to Insein Prison.

Prison authorities have not disclosed the date of
Khant Thurein’s sentencing or whether he had
been held in an interrogation centre prior to his transfer to Insein.

It is not known where the other four teenagers arrested alongside Khant Thurein are being
held, what charges were filed against them, or what sentences they are serving.

Myanmar Now has been unable to contact Khant Thurein’s family members for comment.

The Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP), which has been monitoring the
arrests, claims to have information on more than 15,000 people detained by the junta since the
February 2021 coup. The organisation confirmed that 2,000 have been killed after being
arrested by the military.

According to AAPP, 295 children were still in junta detention at the time of reporting.
The military council has remained silent on the issue.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/teenage-boy-incarcerated-in-insein-prison-dies-days-
before-his-release

Myanmar Regime Torturing Political Prisoners Held in Mandalay Jail
By THE IRRAWADDY | 22 September 2022

Prison authorities at Myingyan Prison in Mandalay’s Myingyan Township are torturing political
prisoners, said prison sources.

Most of those being tortured are inmates moved from Sagaing Region’s Monywa Prison in April,
according to prison staff.

“Once political prisoners from Monywa arrived at Myingyan Prison, they were brutally beaten
at the main entrance as prison authorities wanted to give them a first impression of what life
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inside Myingyan Prison is like. By doing that, they wanted to instill a sense of powerlessness in
them,” said a prison source.

Since April, political prisoners have been subjected to both physical and psychological torture,
said prison sources. They are forced to stand in a line as prison staff beat and kick their faces
and bodies one after another. They are also forced to squat and listen to prison staff raving
about the Myanmar military, shouting obscenities and cursing the resistance movement.

On Monday, Ko Zin Min Htet, a former head of the Monywa Technological University Students
Union, was beaten until he passed out, a spokesperson for the Monywa Strike Committee told
The Irrawaddy.

“We have heard about these cases from prison staff who are watermelons [a term referring to
junta soldiers and police who are secret supporters of the pro-democracy movement],” said the
spokesperson.

While the jail staff who carry out the torture are usually acting on orders from prison
authorities, at least three senior prison officials, including associate warden Win Kyaing, are
personally involved in the torture, prison sources revealed.

Former political prisoner U Tun Kyi said: “They are licensed to beat political prisoners. Prison
officials always try to find faults with everything prisoners do. We have to sit, conform and
bathe according to their strict instructions. They treat humans worse than animals. They
impose tough restrictions on your daily life, which finally inflict a mental breakdown.”

In Myingyan Prison’s women’s ward, female political prisoners who have fallen sick have been
denied medical treatment. They have been forced to give monthly bribes of 25,000 kyats
(USS12) to prison officer Daw Myint Myint Zaw to be spared from forced labor.

Strike committees have urged international organizations and the International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC) to visit prisons across Myanmar under the International Humanitarian Law.

However, the military regime has rejected the ICRC’s request to resume its prison visits and
other humanitarian activities and to allow family visits to political prisoners.

Over 100 political prisoners were transferred from Monywa Prison to Mandalay’s Myingyan and
Obo jails. Among them were student union leaders on the Monywa Strike Committee, students
and anti-coup protesters.

Other political prisoners were moved from Monywa to Myingyan Prison in August. They include
the deposed Sagaing Region Chief Minister Dr. Zaw Myint Naing.

12,444 people have been detained by the junta since last year’s coup as of September 20, with
1,477 of them receiving prison sentences, according to the Assistance Association for Political
Prisoners.
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Curfew imposed in many townships due to the renewed fighting between the Tatmadaw and
the AA in Rakhine State: OCHA Myanmar

PUBLISHED 22 SEPTEMBER 2022 | EMG

A curfew was imposed in many townships and traffic restrictions and security measures have
been put in place due to the renewed fighting between the Tatmadaw and the Arakan Army
(AA) in Rakhine State, announced the United Nations Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA Myanmar) on September 21.

The statement said the security situation in Rakhine State is sensitive due to renewed fighting
between the Tatmadaw and the AA.

In many townships, promulgation of night curfew orders, arrests, searches, traffic restrictions
and security measures have been made, the OCHA Myanmar said.

According to the statement, it is known that there have been clashes, including airstrikes, in
Maungtaw Township near the Myanmar-Bangladesh border.

According to the OCHA Myanmar, the Tatmadaw ordered humanitarian organizations to
suspend aid operations in six townships in Rakhine State on September 15.

The OCHA Myanmar said in a statement that humanitarian organizations are urging to continue
their efforts to ensure the safe and unhindered passage of aid.

According to the OCHA Myanmar, fighting has continued in Sagaing Region and southern Shan
State in recent days, and there are many people who have fled their homes.

According to a statement by the OCHA Myanmar, it is learned that clashes between the
Tatmadaw and the Karenni Nationalities Defense Force have occurred in Loikaw Township of
Kayah State, resulting in civilian casualties and displacement.

According to the OCHA Myanmar, many of those affected by previous conflicts have been
forced to leave their homes and relocate since March 2022.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/curfew-imposed-in-many-townships-due-to-the-renewed-
fighting-between-the-tatmadaw-and-the-aa-in
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Bangladesh Army Chief Says ‘Ready to Respond’ if Cross-Border Shelling From Myanmar
Continues

By MUKTADIR RASHID | 22 September 2022

DHAKA—Bangladesh Army chief General SM Shafiuddin Ahmed said on Wednesday his
personnel are ready to respond if the Myanmar military does not stop firing across the border
in pursuit of Arakan Army (AA) fighters. He said he had sent his Myanmar counterpart a strong
message complaining of junta forces’ shelling, shooting and jet and drone flights after a
Rohingya person was killed and a number of others were injured by shelling in the hilly
Bandarban area.

“We are ready to respond if it is needed. That’s for sure. | am in contact with all my
stakeholders...” he told the “Dhaka Cantonment” program.

Following his comments, however, shooting and shelling along the border intensified on
Thursday morning.

The Bangladesh army chief said he had established communication with his Myanmar military
counterpart with the consent of Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and the country’s
Defense Ministry, and sent a strong message.

Myanmar military regime troops and the AA, a local ethnic armed group, have been warring
near the Bangladesh border in northern Rakhine State. Bangladesh has filed complaints with
the regime for conducting fighter jet and drone flights over its territory, and for using mortars
and machine guns to fire across the border, since August.

In the latest attack on Sept. 16, at least three mortar shells were fired into Bangladesh from
Myanmar between 8:15 p.m. and 9 p.m., killing a 17-year-old boy, Mohammad lkbal, and
injuring six others, who were hospitalized.

Dhaka recently deployed both the Border Guard Bangladesh and Coast Guard along its land and
water boundaries with Myanmar.

Attending a civil-military gathering, Gen. Shafiuddin said the Myanmar army chief replied to
him in writing, through the defense attaché, that the Myanmar military was not responsible for
the incidents, and that a rebel group was to blame.

“We are in close touch and we do not expect further deterioration of the situation. It will be
peacefully solved,” he told the gathering, adding, “Should it be aggravating further, no worry,
we are ready to respond to the situation.”

Myanmar’s Foreign Ministry said on Sept. 19 that it informed the Bangladeshi ambassador that
the shells that landed on the Bangladeshi side were fired during attacks on border security
posts by the AA and the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA), an insurgent group. It
reiterated its call for Bangladesh to investigate AA and ARSA bases inside Bangladesh.
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Bangladesh Home Affairs Minister Asaduzzaman Khan on Wednesday held a high-level meeting
with security and law enforcement agencies at his secretariat office to discuss the situation on
the Myanmar border.

Following the closed-door meeting, the minister said the army and other forces were ready to
defend the country.

“We have seen a number of provocations. We think Bangladesh has no role as long as there is
an internal conflict where [the] Arakan Army is fighting with [the Myanmar armed forces].”

In reply to a question in New York, Bangladesh Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen, who is
accompanying the prime minister during the ongoing United Nations General Assembly, said
the conflict was between two groups inside Myanmar.

“Two groups are fighting in there...they [the Myanmar junta] told us they did not [deliberately
target anyone]. One or two [shells] landed [inside Bangladesh] ... by mistake. We summoned
them and they assured us that they would be careful,” the minister said.

The minister added that the border had been sealed and no one would be allowed to cross it.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/bangladesh-army-chief-says-ready-to-respond-if-
cross-border-shelling-from-myanmar-continues.html

Myanmar Coup Leader’s Turbulent Affair With Shan Warlord Yawd Serk
By DAVID SCOTT MATHIESON | 22 September 2022

Peace talks between the Myanmar junta’s governing body, the State Administration Council
(SAC), and various ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) seem oxymoronic in light of the bitter
conflict between the multi-colored resistance and the increasingly embattled Myanmar military
that is convulsing the country. But for many of the small armed groups who are signatories of
the 2015 Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA), choosing to continue formal discussions with
the junta is a preferred approach over the perils of open resistance, even though few of the
NCA signatories have much capacity to actually wage war.

The standard photo ops of the SAC talks reach a surreal peak when they include Chairman Yawd
Serk, the longtime leader of the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS), meeting with coup
leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing. The handshakes, broad smiles, affected amity, all avert
attention to what is a mutual feeling of visceral antipathy by two strongmen who would much
prefer to kill each other, but need to at least to appear to be in a deal-making mood as they
calculate in twisted symbiosis their own survival.

It's been a long and tempestuous relationship, and since the February 2021 coup it has entered
new and peculiar territory: not least as the RCSS is by far the largest NCA signatory to continue
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peace talks, with an estimated several thousand soldiers in its order of battle and operational
territory in eastern, southern, and until recently, northern Shan State.

Yawd Serk first came to prominence as one of the better Shan military commanders of the
Mong Tai Army (MTA), especially during fighting in 1994 when the MTA was being
outmaneuvered by the Myanmar military and the recently formed United Wa State Army
(UWSA) for control of territory along the Myanmar-Thailand border. The MTA’s leader General
Khun Sa, a flamboyant narcotics entrepreneur who also championed Shan political rights [he
declared independence for Shan State in late 1993], faced diminishing returns from the heroin
trade and the UWSA’s growing military strength, as well as the market shift to a new and
lucrative narcotic: methamphetamines. Khun Sa’s bloodless surrender in January 1996 rocked
the conflict world in Myanmar. Several thousand of his troops handed over a trove of weapons.
The Myanmar military then went on a two-year rampage through central Shan State, forcibly
relocating over 300,000 civilians and killing scores in a series of massacres.

Along with several other commanders, Yawd Serk refused to surrender. With a small number of
men and in coordination with other Shan armed groups and leaders, he initially reformed as the
Shan United Revolutionary Army (SURA), the former name of the MTA. As SURA slowly
regrouped and recruited, it became the Shan State Army-South, to distinguish itself from the
real Shan State Army (SSA) formed in 1964 [which was thus classified as SSA-North or the Shan
State Progressive Party] and a pre-1996 MTA surrender Shan splinter group in Hsipaw Township
called the Shan State National Army and referred to as SSA-Central. The RCSS was established in
May 2000 as a political front for the SSA-South.

The propaganda of the former military regime, the State Peace and Development Council
(SPDC), vilified the SSA-S as simply SURA, stoked by silent support from ‘Yodaya’, a derogatory
term for Thailand, including allegations of substantial military aid. A series of major clashes in
2001 and 2002 along multiple points of the Thailand-Myanmar border included Myanmar
military troops and UWSA soldiers. The SSA-S established five major base areas, and fought
hard to protect them and an estimated 5,000 internally displaced persons in adjacent
communities. 20 years later there are an estimated 7,000 IDPs in 6 camps. During this period,
Yawd Serk became the principle nemesis of the Myanmar military.

In one of the classic SPDC-era propaganda books from 2002, Will Tell All That Is True, Barring
None...and Special Articles, then Colonel Yawd Serk was derided as ‘Ywet Sit’: “Yodaya was able
to adopt Ywet Sit as a new drug lord...Ywet Sit is producing a large amount of heroin and
stimulant tablets.” Allegations of the SSA-South’s involvement in the narcotics trade persisted,
and the SPDC media splashed photos of ‘Ywet Sit’ with a Shan bodyguard called Sai Tun, who
had been arrested in Mae Hong Son with 82 kilos of heroin. The military, backed by the UWSA,
attempted to overrun the SSA-South’s Loi Tai Leng headquarters in a series of assaults in April
and May 2005, but were driven back after heavy fighting.
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Widely seen, in the several years of its inception, as the most aggressive ‘new’ incarnation of
long-standing insurgencies, and the heir to legitimate Shan nationalism, Yawd Serk and the
RCSS nevertheless fell into the past patterns of the MTA and other armed groups in Shan State:
avoiding major armed conflict and brokering its strength to maintain territory and access to
markets and revenue streams, and rejecting the SPDC’s 2009 offer to transform into a Border
Guard Force (BGF).

The onset of the post-2010 ‘transition’ provided Yawd Serk with an opportunity to enter the
legal fold without surrendering any troops or territory. State and Union ceasefires were signed
in late 2011 and early 2012. Talks continued, although the RCSS was perceived as a free-rider
during the next three years negotiations for the NCA and the creation of structures and
procedures: Yawd Serk wasn’t perceived as a prominent ethnic leader for peace. Sporadic
fighting continued in RCSS operational areas. High level interaction with localized instability was
the RCSS-Myanmar military reality: the very definition of a ‘negative peace.’

Very soon after the signing of the NCA in October 2015, RCSS troops were moving north in
strength, with obvious connivance, or active assistance, but clearly a greenlight, from the
Myanmar military. According to the Palaung State Liberation Front, the political wing of the Ta-
ang National Liberation Army, “the RCSS/SSA with a force of over 500 troops and by acquiring
aid from the Myanmar government army, has been launching an expansion drive
successfully...in Mogok, Kyaukme and Namhsan...Kutkai and Namkham (and) Mantong and
Momeik Townships.” A feature of the northern expansion was a form of ‘Shanization’ of the
RCSS political and social project, targeting Ta-ang politicians, teachers, monks and community
leaders and insisting that the Shan language be taught over the Ta-ang language.
Intercommunal tensions simmered across multiple communities.

Much of this history since 2015 has been covered by various analysts, notably an excellent
commentary by Khun Say Lone for Transnational Institute in May this year, and in a lengthy
report by the Institute for Development and Security Policy in 2018. But in short, the post-NCA
conflict dynamic was one of routine fighting on the ground between the RCSS and the military,
and the RCSS against pretty much every other EAO in Shan State, and high level peace talks
oscillating from optimism to acrimony, but failing to have much measurable progress to show
for it.

It was the diverse communities of northern Shan State who suffered from multiple taxation,
forced recruitment, arbitrary killings, forced labor and abductions from EAOs, and systematic
abuses by the Myanmar military, with civilians displaced by fighting multiple times in several
townships. The NCA perversely condemned the north to increased conflict. The military also
obstructed meetings of the Committee for Shan State Unity, an umbrella organization of Shan
armed groups, political parties and civil society, both in January 2017 in Yangon and July 2017 in
Chiang Mai.
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By the third anniversary of the NCA, Min Aung Hlaing was speaking more freely on how he
genuinely perceived Yawd Serk, and his EAO lineage. “Expanding political power, armory, forces
and territory under the cover of NCA will only have a negative impact on already stable regions
and ethnic areas, so there is a need to avoid this. Regarding RCSS (SSA), MTA led by U Khun Sa
surrendered to the government which was formed under the pretext of politics and security
and entered the legal fold on 5 January, 1996, and it split and went underground at the end of
January. It was clashing with other EAOs while building up its political base, weaponry, size and
enormously expanding its territory [in northern Shan State] after signing the NCA. The NCA
shouldn’t be misappropriated. If there is misappropriation, the [military], which is responsible
to protect the lives and property of ethnic people, will not just stand by and do nothing.” Min
Aung Hlaing’s speech also claimed that the Myanmar military wanted to completely finalize the
peace process by 2020.

Min Aung Hlaing was essentially saying that the RCSS emerged from a drug bandit past and was
seeking to expand its territorial operability into the north, to which the military would limit
those ambitions, pursuing the same undulating deal-making and the pitting of groups against
each other that has characterized Shan conflict and narcotic policies since the 1960s. The entire
process effectively stalled through a combination of National League for Democracy (NLD)
indifference and military obstruction, and the Karen National Union and RCSS suspended their
involvement. That Min Aung Hlaing announced a unilateral nationwide ‘Ceasefire for Perpetual
Peace’ in December 2018 is clear evidence of committing to the NCA whilst also undermining it.

The relationship between Min Aung Hlaing and Yawd Serk deteriorated from there. A series of
one-off incidents, persistent clashes and tensions, a war of words and a breakdown in the Joint
Monitoring Committee bedeviled the relationship. The military’s media mouthpiece, the
Myawady Daily, shrieked in protest when Shan soldiers took possession of [allegedly] sensitive
communications devices from army officers stopped at an RCSS checkpoint near Mong Pyin in
February 2019, and then reported that the equipment had been returned the following day.
Myanmar’s defence attaché at the Myanmar embassy in Bangkok implored the Thai authorities
to stop a planned meeting of the EAOs in Chiang Mai in June. Attempting to travel by car to
Naypyitaw from Loi Tai Leng for the fourth anniversary of the signing of the NCA in October
2019, Yawd Serk and his party were blocked by the Myanmar military’s Central Eastern
Command.

In early 2020, fighting between the RCSS and the Myanmar military broke out in Mong Khaing,
some of the heaviest battles in years. During COVID-19 there was optimism that the pandemic
would foster better relations between the military and EAOs, but the military destroyed RCSS
screening checkpoints, while also handing out aid in public displays of assistance that belied the
tensions between the two sides.

The RCSS initially condemned the February 2021 coup, but soon adopted an ambivalent
position. The RCSS continues to issue a stream of statements in Burmese and English, but they
can be interpreted multiple ways and have scarcely more sincerity than the SAC’s
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communications. Myanmar Now reported in early 2022 that the RCSS and SAC had reached a
secret agreement in October last year promising not to train anti-SAC resistance, to follow the
NCA and also to help transport aviation fuel: a claim that the RCSS hotly denied and demanded
a retraction.

The RCSS leader attended high level peace talks with Min Aung Hlaing in May and August. By
the end of July, at its biannual meeting, the intentions of the RCSS were relatively clear, with a
statement asserting “(w)ith regard to the current political situation, RCSS embraces the way to
engage in negotiations, and will strive to find ways in order to attain peace and establish a
federal democratic union...RCSS will cooperate with all the organizations in the effort to meet
and discuss with all the stakeholders in order to achieve long-lasting peace.”

The second round of peace talks between the two leaders in late August to 2 September was
prominently displayed in junta-controlled media, but ultimately nothing was agreed on, with
the RCSS officially claiming “(a)s more time is needed to discuss the basic principles for the
establishment of future federal union...it has been decided to discuss them in future meetings.”

So what does the RCSS retreat from the north and talks with the SAC mean for the future of
Shan State? Unfortunately, it doesn’t spell peace or stability, especially if the long and fractured
relationship between Min Aung Hlaing and Yawd Serk is any guide. The RCSS finds itself in an
invidious conflict checkmate. Having succumbed to strategic overreach in its seven year
adventure in the north, RCSS/SSA-South forces have retreated since 2021 from the key
townships of Hsipaw and Kyaukme down to southern Shan State, with its historical older
brother but contemporary antagonist, the SSA-North prevailing for now. Yawd Serk misjudged
China’s perception of the RCSS as ambitious but disruptive, and likely western-backed,
opportunists positioning for Belt and Road Initiative kickbacks.

There are four key elements to Yawd Serk’s future political survival. The first is the UWSA and
its glacial consolidation of territory throughout eastern Shan State and east of the Salween
River, as forces of the southern Wa 171 Division move south and threaten Loi Tai Leng and RCSS
positions along the border. Brief clashes in April indicated RCSS weakness and UWSA
consolidation of the borderlands. The Myanmar military’s Golden Triangle Command in
Kengtung could become little more than an encircled outpost, with the UWSA and dozens of
militias owing de facto allegiance to the Wa with de jure command by the SAC slowly moving to
pressure RCSS outposts. Has the UWSA placed Yawd Serk in a similar position to Khun Sa 26
years ago?

The second is Thailand. Yawd Serk relies on Thai tolerance for the RCSS to continue. Thailand
does not want similar border instability in Chiang Rai and Chiang Mai, as the other border
provinces have experienced with fighting, refugees, cross border assistance, and Myanmar
military airstrikes. Yet Thailand is also extremely concerned with UWSA expansion, which could
mean, at least in a hybrid fashion, Chinese encroachment, and all the downsides that entails
including potential narcotics flows, environmental degradation from Wa-connected gold
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mining, casino lawlessness and trafficking in persons and wildlife. Will the Thai security
establishment hedge it bets on an old ally like Yawd Serk to regulate, as much as it can, the
border to mitigate greater Wa influence?

The third is Shan society. If Yawd Serk’s discussions lead to improved protection for Shan
civilians, there is a plus. But this hasn’t been a priority of peace talks since they started, and
RCSS actions have contributed to a great deal of disunity and exasperation. EAO approaches to
peace talks and federalism that exclude or marginalize civil society and political party
perspectives will always lack legitimacy. Are Yawd Serk’s peace talks about ensuring his own
survival or ensuring security for Shan State during post-coup instability? It is unlikely that the
RCSS will gravitate towards the anti-military resistance. What does the RCSS owe the National
Unity Government? Years of NLD condescension, and an expectation of fealty to another Bamar
political project? Yawd Serk’s political ambitions reside in Shan State, not nationally. But how
much will he turn to civilian perspectives to craft his survival strategy? There are few
encouraging signs he will. While there is increased People’s Defense Force activity against the
military in northern and southern Shan State, particularly in Pekon and Hsi Hseng townships,
Yawd Serk won’t risk a wholesale investment in topping the Myanmar military from power.

The last factor is the junta’s strategy. Will the military regime maintain the pretense of talks to
neutralize the RCSS? Min Aung Hlaing is reported to have proposed on 22 August that EAOs
could join the Myanmar military or become BGFs. Will Min Aung Hlaing make Yawd Serk an
offer he can’t refuse? Just as the peace talks have been recursive, so too the politics of armed
group agendas in Shan State are revolving cycles.

As far ago as the early 1960s, the filmmaker Adrian Cowell documented the circular fortunes of
armed groups in Shan State, with key players repositioning, displacing rivals through
backhanded temporary deals, reversals of fortune and allegiances [the Cowell Collection has
been preserved by the University of Washington and is available to view online]. One of
Cowell’s diagrams to explain the politics of drugs and conflict in Shan State echo the dynamics
of today, albeit without the opium factor being so prominent.

One of Cowell’s last films, The Kings of Opium, details the surrender of Khun Sa to Eastern
Commander General Tin Tun in the early 1996. Might Yawd Serk’s fortunes be reversed in
similar fashion? Will the RCSS stay intact but work as a grudging BGF proxy for the SAC? Or will
an elite deal between Yawd Serk and the junta spark a fragmenting into smaller forces with
local arrangements of coexistence with the UWSA and the Myanmar military? Or is the
tumultuous relationship between the two leaders simply the artifice of strongman survival
instincts, stripped of any sincerity or sophisticated strategy?

There may be more animus than ardor in these peace talks, but the chairman and senior
general are undoubtedly in a relationship and it’'s complicated. For the foreseeable future, it’s
an affair akin to friends with benefits.
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David Scott Mathieson is an analyst working on conflict, humanitarian and human rights issues
on Myanmar

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/myanmar-coup-leaders-turbulent-affair-
with-shan-warlord-yawd-serk.html

Burma Army Uses Civilians As Human Shields In Mobye
By SHAN - September 22, 2022

The regime has reportedly used 100 villagers they abducted in Pekon Township as human
shields during recent fierce fighting with the Mobye People’s Defence Force (PDF) in southern
Shan State.

A PDF fighter, who spoke to SHAN on condition that his name not be published, said the junta
troops picked up the civilians during fighting in Pwe Kon wards 2 and 3 and around Mwe Taw
Pagoda in Mobye town on Monday, 19 September.

“They attacked us with tanks, artillery and other excessive force,” he said.
Myobe PDF member got treatment

Two resistance fighters were killed, but he couldn’t say whether
Burma Army (BA) soldiers also died in battle.

Outgunned, the resistance fighters had to withdraw from Mobye and
by Tuesday the town was silent.

In Pekon town, PDF Battalion 2 attacked a police station and a
government office, according to a fighter from the regiment who also
asked to remain anonymous. During the 15-minute attack, the soldier
stated that there were no casualties on his side, but couldn’t
comment on the BA.

Violence between the PDF and government forces in Mobye has
continued since 8 September. The Mobye group warned locals and
motorists travelling to the town to take care due the junta’s use of indiscriminate artillery
attacks.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25355
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USDP hands over new acting chairman to U Khin Yi

PUBLISHED 22 SEPTEMBER 2022

The Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP)
handed over new acting chairman to U Khin Yi who
was USDP’s vice-chairman-2 to serve the party’s
duties due to the health condition of USDP’s
chairman U Than Htay, according to USDP
spokesperson Dr Nandar Hla Myint.

“Our USDP chairman U Than Htay received

o : : Orthopedic surgery in last month. He is in good
health condltlon However, he had dlfflcultles to stand and sit long time. And then, the USDP
will be holding advanced party conference in coming month. During this period, the chairman
has difficulties to serve fully duties and to decide emergency decisions. That’s why, the USDP
handed over new acting chairman to vice-chairman-2 U Khin Yi in accordance with the USDP
rules and regulations,” said USDP spokesperson Dr Nandar Hla Myint.

USDP chairman U Than Htay handed over new acting chairman to U Khin Yi to serve the duties.
However, chairman U Than Htay came to the office aiming to discuss about urgent cases with
the acting chairman U Khin Yi.

Moreover, there were the rumours of resignation of general secretary. All CEC members must
resign from the party at the party conference aiming to reform the CEC members, says Dr
Nandar Hla Myint.

Plans are underway to hold USDP central conference in the first week of October. The party
conference has to hold in five years per time. During the conference, all CEC members including
the chairman will be elected again, according to unidentified officials from the USDP.

The USDP held a work coordination meeting of CEC members at the headquarters of USDP
office in Nay Pyi Taw on September 12 to 14 of 2022. At the meeting, USDP chairman U Than
Htay made an opening speech, according to the announcement of USDP. Totaling 42 members
including the chairman U Than Htay, vice-chairmen, party’s general secretary, central
secretaries, CEC members, the relevant chairmen from states and regions attended the
meeting.

The new acting chairman U Khin Yi acted as the Union Minister of Immigration and Population
since the State Administration Council (SAC) took the state duty. Later, the SAC resigned U Khin
Yi from his position on August 19 and he returned back to the party and became the acting
chairman of USDP.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/usdp-hands-over-new-acting-chairman-to-u-khin-vi
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Myanmar worst for state violence against civilians in first half of 2022

Conflicts data project recorded 668 incidents of government violence between January and
June.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.09.22

A school bag lies next to dried blood stains on the floor of
a middle school in Let Yet Kone village in Tabayin
township in the Sagaing region of Myanmar, Sept. 17,
2022, the day after an airstrike hit the school. The attack
killed a number of adults and children, according to a
school administrator and volunteers assisting displaced
people. Associated Press

More incidents of violence against civilians by government forces were reported in Myanmar
than anywhere else in the world during the first six months of 2022, according to a U.S.-
based group that compiles data on conflict in developing nations.

The Armed Conflicts Location and Event Data Project (ACLED), a partner organization of the
United Nations, said in a report over the weekend that it had recorded 668 incidents of
violence against civilians by state authorities in Myanmar from January to June this year. It
ranked Myanmar atop a list of nations that included Afghanistan, Yemen, Kazakhstan, the
Democratic Republic of Congo, China, Ethiopia and Iran.

The majority of the violence “involved direct attacks with small weapons on individuals who
are unarmed and not participating in demonstrations” against the military’s Feb. 1, 2021,
coup, the group said.

ACLED documented more than 11,000 reported fatalities in Myanmar over the same period,
mostly as the result of battles between the military and anti-junta armed groups. Explosions
and remote violence, as well as violence against civilians, were also leading causes of
fatalities, it said.

The group also counted more than 6,000 political protests in Myanmar during the first six
months of the year.

“With much of the country in active revolt against the takeover, the military has failed to
consolidate control, resorting instead to extreme violence,” ACLED said. “Armed struggle
against the junta has continued while anti-coup demonstrations persist.”

ACLED said that violence against civilians by state forces took place in all 14 states and
regions in Myanmar in the first half of 2022.
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“Civilians are shot at checkpoints, tortured in prisons, and killed following battles in villages,”
it said.

“Children have also been targeted, as have family members of anti-coup activists. In several
cases, the military has desecrated the bodies of those killed, cutting off body parts and
setting corpses on fire.”

ACLED warned that political violence and protest trends seen at the start of 2022 “are likely
to carry on into the second half of the year.”

“As the military incurs further losses and fails to gain control of significant parts of the
country, it will continue to target civilians with extreme acts of violence. Resistance to the
coup — both armed and unarmed — shows no signs of stopping,” it said.

Undated photo of Myanmar junta troops stationed in
Mindat, Chin state. Credit: Citizen Journalist

Soaring casualties

Responding to ACLED’s report, Thein Tun Oo, the
executive director of the Thayningha Strategy Studies
Group, a group of former military officers, blamed civilian deaths on the armed resistance.

“There will be deaths as long as they hide among civilians,” he said, referring to members of
the anti-junta People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitary group, which the regime has labeled
a terrorist organization.

“No matter how many instructions are issued by the higher authorities, soldiers return fire at
the place where bullets come from. As a result, those people caught in-between get hurt.
This is unavoidable.”

But political observer Than Soe Naing chalked the high civilian death toll up to the junta’s
use of asymmetric warfare in the conflict.

“The PDF forces came from the civilians. A lot of people are dying and getting injured
because the military offensives make use of air strikes and naval attacks [in addition to
ground forces],” he said.

“The only way to reduce these casualties is for the PDF to surrender or totally annihilate the
junta forces.”

Seeking accountability

Kyaw Zaw, spokesman for the office of shadow National Unity Government (NUG) President
Duwa Lashi La, told RFA the junta is committing some of the worst war crimes on earth and
“will surely pay the price.”
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“Those who gave the orders are also responsible,” he said. “You can't run away from your
crimes.”

Kyaw Zaw pointed to a Sept. 16 helicopter attack on Let Yet Kone village, in Sagaing region’s
Depayin township, that killed 19 people, including six children, as an example of how “there
is no army as brutal as Myanmar’s.”

In the meantime, he said the NUG is working to provide the people of Myanmar with as
much protection as possible.

But Kyaw Win, director of the Burma Human Rights Network, called on the NUG to do more
to make the international community aware of the violence facing Myanmar’s civilian
population.

“NUG needs to work more closely with the international community. It needs to be more
effective. It needs to bring additional resources into the country,” he said. “Right now, [the
junta] is already bullying and killing as many people as it wants.”

According to the Burma Human Rights Network, the military is killing more than 100 civilians
a month in Myanmar, and Kyaw Win said that “thousands” have died in the 19 months since
the coup.

Thailand’s Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma), said authorities in Myanmar
have killed at least 2,311 civilians and arrested nearly 15,600 others since the coup — mostly
during peaceful anti-junta protests.

NUG President Duwa Lashi La put the death toll at more than 3,000 in a speech marking the
anniversary of the armed resistance earlier this month.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/violence-09222022201616.html

Myanmar People Fear the World Has Forgotten Them: UN Rapporteur
By THE IRRAWADDY | 22 September 2022

The UN’s special rapporteur on the human rights situation in Myanmar has warned the world
that the people of Myanmar are deeply disappointed by the response of the international
community to their country’s crisis sparked by the military coup last year.

Thomas Andrews said at a UN Human Rights Council meeting in Geneva on Wednesday that
conditions in military-ruled Myanmar have “gone from bad to worse to horrific for untold
numbers of innocent people” since the military staged a coup last year.
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“With each report | have warned that unless UN member states change course in the way they
collectively respond to this crisis, the people of Myanmar will suffer even further,” he said.

Myanmar has been socially and politically devastated by the military takeover. The regime has
faced popular armed resistance across Myanmar since last year and is struggling to control the
country. In response, it has resorted to artillery and air strikes to crush the resistance.

As a result, Andrews said, 1.3 million people have been displaced; 28,000 homes destroyed;
villages burned to the ground; and children killed. At the same time, there are 130,000
Rohingya in de facto internment camps while others suffer deprivation and discrimination
rooted in their lack of citizenship.

Despite the scale of its atrocities, the junta has gone unpunished by the international
community, including the UN. The US and other Western democracies have imposed some
targeted sanctions on the regime leadership but they have been largely ineffective as some
countries, including regional neighbors, continue to engage with the junta.

At the same time, due to resistance from the regime’s allies Russia and China, the UN Security
Council has yet to pass any resolutions against the regime, failing to deter the junta from
committing atrocities against its own people, including the killing of more than 2,000 people so
far for anti-regime activism. This has left many people in Myanmar critical of the international
community for its lack of willingness to help them end the military dictatorship by providing
practical action, rather than simply moral support.

Andrews highlighted this point at the meeting, saying the people of Myanmar are deeply
disappointed by the response of the international community to the crisis, which has been
limited to expressions of support, without any practical action to back them up.

“They are frustrated and angered by member states that are working to prop up this illegal and
brutal military junta with funding, trade, weapons, and a veneer of legitimacy,” he said.

“Many in Myanmar have come to the conclusion that the world has forgotten them, or doesn’t
care,” he added.

Andrews suggested UN members rethink existing policies that aren’t working, while setting a
new course of action to stand with and for those who are “fighting for their lives, their children,
their future”.

His appeal came as the UN General Assembly is in progress in New York.

In his remarks to the assembly on Wednesday, US President Joe Biden barely mentioned
Myanmar. He referred to the country briefly near the end of his 29-minute speech, pointing out
that pro-democracy activists and ethnic minorities in Myanmar were being horribly abused by
the military regime.
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A few days prior to Biden’s speech, the regime launched air strikes and a ground assault against
a school in Myanmar, killing 11 schoolchildren, some as young as 7.

The UN secretary general said he strongly condemned the attacks.

On Wednesday, US State Department Counselor Derek Chollet tweeted that he met with
international partners on the sidelines of the UNGA to discuss the worsening crisis in Myanmar,
the need to end the violence, and “our efforts to support the people of Burma in their
aspirations for peace and democracy.”

On the same day, he met with representatives of Myanmar’s civilian National Unity
Government (NUG) and its parliamentary body.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-people-fear-the-world-has-forgotten-
them-un-rapporteur.html

UN Rights Expert: International Community Fails People of Myanmar in Face of Mass
Atrocities

Lisa Schlein

This photo taken on Sept. 17, 2022 shows a young victim
of an air strike on a school building in Depeyin township
in Myanmar's northwest Sagaing region, a day after an
attack on the village by a Myanmar military helicopter.

GENEVA — A human rights expert blasted the
international community in a report released Thursday
for failing to protect and uphold the rights of the people of Myanmar in the face of mass
atrocities allegedly committed by the country’s military rulers.

In his report, U.N. Special Rapporteur Tom Andrews presented a scorching picture of the
military junta’s relentless cruelty towards Myanmar’s people. He said conditions have gone
from bad to worse since the military launched a disastrous coup last year. He said millions of
people are subject to an endless spiral of abuse and violations of their human rights.

Andrews cited a list of horrific violations, including the destruction of more than 28,000 homes
and the burning of entire villages. He said more than 12,000 people, including hundreds of
children, are arbitrarily detained in deplorable conditions, and the country has been plunged
into a state of economic distress.

“The Myanmar military is committing war crimes and crimes against humanity on a daily basis,
including sexual violence, torture, the deliberate targeting of civilians, and murder,” he said.

Myanmar’s military government has not responded to the report.
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Andrews noted the people of Myanmar are deeply disappointed by the response of the
international community to this humanitarian crisis, which, he says, has become a humanitarian
catastrophe.

“They are frustrated, and they are angered by U.N. Member States that are actually working to
prop up this illegal and brutal military junta with funding, with trade, with weapons, and with
the veneer of legitimacy,” said Andrews. “ But they are also disappointed by those nations that
voice support for them, but then fail to back up their words with action.”

The report said conflict is spreading throughout the country as more and more civilians take up
arms against the junta. Andrews warned escalating conflict between the military and armed
ethnic groups could lead to another mass exodus of refugees like that which occurred five years
ago.

Persecution and massive violence against the Rohingya Muslims sent more than 700,000 fleeing
for safety to Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh in August 2017. The Special Rapporteur said the
discrimination, repression, and human rights that triggered that exodus persist to this day.

Andrews said many people in Myanmar believe the world has forgotten them, or simply does
not care. He appealed to the UN human rights council to prove them wrong. He urged U.N.
member states to stand with these courageous people who are fighting for their lives, their
children, and their future.

https://www.voanews.com/a/un-rights-expert-international-community-fails-people-of-
myanmar-in-face-of-mass-atrocities-/6758389.html

US Announces $170M for Rohingya Humanitarian Aid

VOA News

FILE - Rohingya refugees cry while praying during a
gathering to mark the fifth anniversary of their exodus
from Myanmar to Bangladesh, at a Kutupalong Rohingya
refugee camp at Ukhiya in Cox's Bazar district,
Bangladesh, Aug. 25, 2022.

/ . U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken announced
Thursday the United States has aIIocated more than $170 million in additional humanitarian
assistance for ethnic Rohingyas living both inside and outside of Myanmar.

In a statement, Blinken said the latest assistance package includes more than $93 million
administered through the State Department and more than $77 million through the U.S.
Agency for International Development (USAID). He said that $138 million is for programs
specifically for host communities in Bangladesh.
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The secretary of state said the latest allocation brings the total humanitarian aid to the
Rohingya refugee crisis to nearly $1.9 billion since August 2017.

"It provides life-sustaining support to the over 940,000 Rohingya refugees, many of whom are
survivors of a campaign of genocide and crimes against humanity and ethnic cleansing," Blinken
said.

Earlier this year, the U.S. government declared Myanmar's campaign against the Rohingya to be
genocide.

In Thursday's release, the top U.S. diplomat said the last package of aid will provide more than
940,000 Rohingya refugees and 540,000 host community members in Bangladesh food, safe
drinking water, health care, protection, education, shelter and psychosocial support.

Blinken urged other donors to contribute robustly to the humanitarian response and increase
support to those driven from Myanmar and affected by violence there. He said the United
States applauds the generosity of the people and government of Bangladesh as well as other
Rohingya hosting nations.

Recognizing that conditions in Myanmar do not currently allow for the safe, sustainable return
and reintegration of displaced Rohingya, the secretary said the U.S. is working with Bangladesh,
the Rohingya and those within Myanmar to resolve the crisis.

Myanmar, also known as Burma, has been gripped by violence since Feb. 1, 2021, when the
military overthrew an elected government in a coup. The latest U.S. assistance comes as
violence continues in the Southeast Asian country.

"We're deeply frustrated by the regime's escalating violence against the people of Burma,"
State Department counselor Derek Chollet told VOA on Thursday, citing this week's incidence in
which Myanmar army helicopters fired at a school and killed 13 people, including children.

He said the United States has a "rigorous process" to ensure the aid does not get into the
wrong hands.

This week, Chollet met with Myanmar's pro-democracy representatives from National Unity
Government and Ethnic Armed Organizations on the margins of the U.N. General Assembly in
New York.

"We're considering a number of avenues to ramp up support for the pro-democracy
movement," Chollet said, adding the U.S. does not support the "sham elections" that Myanmar
junta plans to conduct next year.

https://www.voanews.com/a/us-announces-170m-for-rohingya-humanitarian-
aid/6759224.html
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Beauty Contestant Held in Thailand After Criticizing Myanmar Junta
By THE IRRAWADDY | 22 September 2022

Miss Grand International Myanmar 2020 Han Lay was detained at Bangkok’s Suvarnabhumi
Airport on Wednesday.

On March 27 last year, after the February coup, she appealed to the media in Thailand, where
she had been competing in a beauty pageant, for international help to rescue Myanmar from
the regime.

Since then she has been living in Thailand and speaking out against the regime. On September
18 she left for Vietnam for a visa renewal and was detained at the Thai airport on her return.

Han Lay spoke to The Irrawaddy about her arrest.

Han Lay joins an anti-regime protest in Yangon in
2021.

How were you stopped at the Thai airport?

| had been in Thailand for nearly two years and |
overstayed my tourist visa. Thai immigration told me
that it was easier to renew my visa if | left Thailand
for a while and re-entered. | went to Vietnam without
any trouble but when | arrived back at the Thai
airport | was told my passport was on an Interpol list

and was registered as missing.

| heard that Myanmar also alerted Vietnam that my passport was missing and that | am on the
Interpol list as a wanted criminal.

| am still at Suvarnabhumi Airport in Bangkok. | told the [Thai authorities] that | am not flying
back to Vietnam. They can’t force me. | don’t know what they will do.

Han Lay joins an anti-regime protest in Yangon in
2021.

What did Thai authorities say?

They want me to return to Vietnam. But my passport
is registered as missing and | will be sent back to
Myanmar. | cannot go to Vietnam. | insisted on
staying at the airport for now as | have contacted the
[United Nations refugee agency] UNHCR. It contacted
Thai immigration and reported the case to the Thai

government.
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How are you being treated at the airport?

| was taken to the airport detention center. Now they know my identity | am allowed to stay
freely. But | can’t go anywhere. They seized my passport and tail me.

Miss Grand International Myanmar 2020 Han Lay
Were detained because the regime named you a criminal?

Myanmar’s police reported me [to the Thai authorities] and put
me on the Interpol list. | have been in Thailand for nearly 18
months and have been allowed to renew my visa regularly.

What charge has the regime filed against you?

It charged me with high treason under Article 121 [of the Penal
Code] and stuck a search warrant to my house.

What are your plans?

| hope the UNCHR can help as it seems to be the only agency that protects refugees from
hostile states, no matter where | go, despite the Interpol list. | committed no crime.

Miss Grand International Myanmar 2020 Han Lay
Did you expect this after speaking up?

I am angry about the Interpol list. | don’t like human rights
violations and so | condemned them. | thought they would issue
an arrest warrant in Myanmar at the most. | thought | could go
to other countries even if | can’t go back to Myanmar.

I am not going back to Myanmar. | will be in danger. | will wait
for help from the UNHCR. Maybe | can stay in Thailand or

another country.
How was your life in Thailand?

Miss Grand International C [the pageant organizer] provided my accommodation and food since
the contest. They gave me a job at their office around two months ago to help manage pageant
contestants. They have also contacted the Thai government to help me.

How will detention affect your beliefs?
| have never regretted my comments. My beliefs have become stronger.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/beauty-contestant-held-in-thailand-after-
criticizing-myanmar-junta.html
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Thai Troops on Alert for New Narcotic From Myanmar’s Tachileik
By THAI PBS WORLD | 22 September 2022

Thai military forces based along the Myanmar border in the northern province of Chiang Rai
have stepped up border surveillance, especially in Mae Sai district, to prevent smuggling of a
new narcotic, known locally as “Happy”, from Myanmar’s border township of Tachileik in Shan
State.

Thai anti-narcotics officials say the drug is easily available in almost every entertainment venue
in Tachileik for between 3,000 and 6,000 baht (US$80-160) for a packet of up to 20 g of white
powder.

The drug is less potent than methamphetamine, but keeps users awake and feeling good, so
they can spend the whole night in a pub or a bar. The drug is available under many brand
names and is contained in what look like condom packets.

Anti-narcotics officials say the drug first surfaced at the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, nearly
three years ago, but has only recently become popular among patrons of night venues in
Tachileik, a Myanmar border township infamous for narcotics and lawlessness.

They added that while the drug has not yet been found on the Thai side of the border, local
officials have stepped up road checks to look for suspicious cars or people who may try to
smuggle the drug into the country.

This story was first published by Thai PBS World.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/thai-troops-on-alert-for-new-narcotic-from-
myanmars-tachileik.html
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