PEACE Info (September 21, 2022)

Fear and defiance as fighting rages in Myanmar's Sagaing Region
Over 10,000 locals flee as military seizes township in Myanmar’s Sagaing region
Children Injured in School Attack Treated in Hospital: Myanmar Junta Officer
Myanmar School Massacre: ‘The Lives of Our Children Have Been Sacrificed’
When the deafening roar of airstrikes drowns out the sound of school bells
UN Chief Condemns Myanmar Junta School Attack
Resistance Groups Claim 15 Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in Clashes
Fighting between AA and military spreads southward in Myanmar’s Rakhine state
Locals trapped in Moebye forced to work for junta troops
Ta’ang Youths Flee Forced Recruitment In Kyaukme Township
Myanmar’s Most Powerful Ethnic Armies Meet in Shan State
Myanmar Junta Arms Dealer Arrested in Bangkok on Drugs, Money Laundering Charges
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Myanmar plans to build a small-scale nuclear power plant in next few years
Japan to Stop Training Myanmar Military Officers
Myanmar Peace Activists Abandoned by International Community
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Fear and defiance as fighting rages in Myanmar's Sagaing Region
By AFP |

Anti-coup fighters in Myanmar patrol the smouldering ruins of a burned village after what they
say was a reprisal attack by junta troops struggling to crush resistance to last year's military
coup.

Corrugated roofs, support beams and cooking utensils are all that remain amid the ash in the
village in northwestern Sagaing -- an area which has seen some of the fiercest fighting against
the military's power grab.

Rare footage obtained by AFP shows a region wracked by violence, and criss-crossed by junta
troops, pro-military militias and anti-coup fighters, where internet access is regularly cut by
authorities.

Win Soe said junta troops brought destruction to his village of Tharyarkone, about 100
kilometres (60 miles) west of Myanmar's second city Mandalay, late last month.

"Soldiers came to our village on their way back to their camp," he said.

"There had been no fighting here and they just came to destroy things -- they torched 60
houses in our village," Win Soe said.

A group of about a dozen young men -- some in combat fatigues, football socks and sneakers,
others in shorts and sandals -- arrived to survey the burned remnants of the village as they
patrolled the district, trailing military forces.

The unit is part of a local "People's Defence Force" (PDF), dozens of which have sprung up in
Sagaing and across the country to fight the military in an attempt to overturn the coup that last
year ousted Aung San Suu Kyi's elected civilian government.

Often armed with little more than homemade weapons and knowledge of the terrain, some of
these groups have surprised the military with their effectiveness, according to some analysts.

The junta has responded with an offensive that rights groups say includes razing villages, mass
extra-judicial killings and airstrikes on civilians.

In May, the UN humanitarian agency UNOCHA said more than 12,000 civilian properties were
thought to have been burned or destroyed since the coup.

- A million displaced -

Post-coup violence has pushed the number of displaced people in Myanmar to over one million,
according to the UN, adding to those previously forced from their homes by long-running
conflicts in ethnic border areas.
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Sagaing -- home to mostly ethnic Bamar and a traditional recruiting ground for the military --
has seen more than half a million people displaced since the coup, the UN said.

Even in villages that escape being torched, locals said they lived in fear of violence from the
military.

"When soldiers came to our village, we hid behind some shrubs, but my son was in bad health
and could only hide nearby," said San Nwae, from Mintaingpin village, close to Tharyarkone.

"When the soldiers found him, they beat him to death. From my hiding place, | heard the sound
of someone being killed," she said.

"After soldiers left the village... | came out from hiding and | realised the one who had been
killed was my son."

Diplomatic efforts led by the UN and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations to resolve
Myanmar's bloody impasse have made little headway, with the generals refusing to engage
with opponents.

"We have been fighting the military for one year, but we don't have enough weapons and we
are just fighting with our homemade guns," said one anti-junta PDF member.

He admitted that his group of about 20 fighters was often unable to hold off the military for
long.

"When the soldiers come to our village, we warn villagers to run away and we try to evacuate
them," he said.

"If soldiers arrest villagers, most of them are killed."

https://mizzima.com/article/fear-and-defiance-fighting-rages-myanmars-sagaing-region

Over 10,000 locals flee as military seizes township in Myanmar’s Sagaing region

Five locals were arrested in pre-dawn raids on Khin-U township by junta troops.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.09.21

Residents from villages in the eastern part of Sagaing
region’s Khin-U township flee pre-dawn raids by
junta forces on Sept. 21, 2022. Citizen journalist.

Over 10,000 residents from more than 10 villages in
Sagaing region’s Khin-U township have fled their
villages after junta forces launched offensives in its
eastern and western areas, locals told RFA.
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As a military column entered the villages on the eastern side of Khin-U township at around
1:30 a.m. on Wednesday morning, more than 2,000 households from Thi Ha Taw, Shwe Min
Gan, Thin Paung, Ka Bwet, Koke Tet and Yone Pin villages abandoned their homes.

“Early in the morning, before dawn, we all ran away with carts,” a local told RFA.

“Both children and elderly people were suffering. | heard that they [junta troops] entered
Yone Pin village this morning and two local residents were arrested.”

Junta troops raided villages in eastern Khin-U
township after PDF attacks, forcing locals to flee.
CREDIT: Citizen journalist

Villages in western Khin-U also targeted

Residents said that in the western part of Khin-U
township another military column was raiding
villages forcing nearly 3,500 locals to flee. Three locals were arrested in Ywar Thit village,
they said.

The State Administration Council (SAC) has not released any statement on the raids.

People’s Defense Force (PDF) members said they resisted the military council troops using
landmines on Monday and Tuesday causing heavy casualties on the junta side. The troops
have started raiding villages as a consequence, they said.

Northwestern Sagaing region has seen some of the fiercest fighting between junta forces
and PDFs since the Feb. 1, 2021 coup.

According to the Bangkok-based Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, authorities in
Myanmar have killed 2,299 civilians and arrested 15,571 since last year’s coup.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/10000-residents-flee-sagaing-
09212022012757.html

Children Injured in School Attack Treated in Hospital: Myanmar Junta Officer
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 21 September 2022

Two children seriously injured in the Myanmar regime’s attacks on a Sagaing Region school and
detained by soldiers are reportedly being treated in a hospital in the region capital Monywa.

Maung Phone Pyae Sone Kyaw, seven, and Ma Nan Ei Wai, 12, were among the 15 people taken
to Ye-U Township on Friday after the junta attacked the monastic school in Let Yat Kone village
with helicopters and ground troops. The attacks left 11 children dead.
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The 15 detainees included seven children aged seven to 15 and five teachers.

“Their parents were called by junta officers after a few days and asked to come to the
Northwestern Command in Monywa as their children have been sent Monywa [for treatment],”
said Daw Moe Moe, a volunteer teacher at the school.

“I’'m sorry to hear about the children with severe injuries but | wish they would free all the
children and teachers held in Ye-U.”

A relative told The Irrawaddy: “They were not told if their children were in the military or public
hospitals or the army camp. We cannot contact them. We are looking forward to seeing the
children.”

Ma Nan Ei Wai has a serious foot injury and Maung Phone Pyae Sone Kyaw’s head is injured.
The villagers think they are in Monywa’s military hospital.
There is no news about the other captives.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/children-injured-in-school-attack-treated-in-
hospital-myanmar-junta-officer.html

Myanmar School Massacre: ‘The Lives of Our Children Have Been Sacrificed’
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 21 September 2022

LRl Seven-year-old Su Yati Hlaing was killed on the
spot in the air strike. / Photo supplied

8 NEVER . .
e Daw Moe Moe arrived at the monastic school at

FORGIVE THEM

AS | HAVE LOST 12:50 p.m. on Sept. 16 to teach pupils in her

MY GRANDDAUGHTER.”

kindergarten and Grade 1 classes, which were
due to start at 1 p.m. She is a volunteer teacher
at the monastic school in Let Yat Kone Village, which is a couple of kilometers away from
Depayin town, Sagaing Region.

Soon after she arrived at the school she heard a male teacher shout that a helicopter was flying
over the village. So she stood up quickly and shouted to the children, who were playing in the
schoolyard, to come into the classroom to stay safe.

But, just as the children were running into the classroom, Daw Moe Moe heard a loud
explosion. The blast was from a rocket fired by one of the two junta Mi-35 helicopters
overhead.

It was the beginning of a horrific day at Let Yat Kone Village, in which air strikes and ground
assaults by junta troops killed 11 children, some as young as 7. The regime’s massacre at the
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school shocked the nation and the world. The UN Secretary General on Wednesday strongly
condemned the attack, calling the deaths an example of one of the “six grave violations”
against children in times of armed conflict strongly condemned by the UN Security Council.

Hellish moment

The school is seen after the junta air raid.

The intensity of the explosion left Daw Moe Moe
unconscious for a few seconds, initially leaving
her unable to tend to herself or the children. She
4 = also suffered temporary deafness for a while

= i - ; ~___ aftertheblast. The helicopter kept shooting at
the school, which has eight cIassrooms When she regained consciousness and took a deep
breath, the children were screaming for help.

Though just a few minutes had passed since the beginning of the attack, Daw Moe Moe was
aware that at least three children had been injured. She told the children to gather around her
closely and to remain quiet.

“My knees were shaking [out of fear] and | was choked with the smoke. | thought to myself, ‘|
am already dead.’ | was deranged for a while until | realized | had to save the children,” the 46-
year-old teacher told The Irrawaddy.

After a dozen bursts of shooting from the helicopter, the school was full of smoke, suffocating
her and the children. So she hurried them all outside and headed to a big tamarind tree, under
which they hid from the shooting. She urged the students to say their prayers and Buddhist
mantras.

Then a soldier suddenly appeared in front of them and shouted at them to come out from
hiding, or he would kill them all, and aimed his weapon at her and the children.

The soldier took them all to the staircase of the adjacent monastery, where they all had to sit
down and keep their faces down. Daw Moe Moe heard an officer shout angrily to a soldier to
kill all the children and teachers.

Witnessing carnage

Bloodstained books, school bags and children’s
sandals, and a destroyed classroom are seen
after the junta’s targeted attack.

In the stairway, the teacher saw that a medic
among the military troops was applying first aid
to some of the dozens of injured children. One
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child was lying in a pool of blood as his lower torso was badly hit. She remembered it was
Phone Tay Za—one of her students from Grade 1.

Then she saw the boy’s mother rush into the monastery, asking the military officer to allow her
to see her 7-year-old child. When she was allowed to do so, the mother hugged her son. Soon
after, Phone Tay Za died.

The bereaved mother begged the soldier to give her the dead body of her child, but the soldiers
snatched the body and put it into a big woven rice bag, as they did with the bodies of other
dead children.

“She cried hysterically and collapsed. | wanted to comfort her. But the soldiers were aiming at
us and warned they would shoot us if we moved. | was so frustrated and angry,” Daw Moe Moe
said.

Devastated family

The teacher also lost another of her students, Su Yati Hlaing, on the day. The Grade 1 girl was
killed on the spot in the air strike.

Daw Soe Soe, the girl’s grandmother, was at home when the junta launched the air strike. The
7-year-old girl lived with her grandparents, as her father and mother are migrant workers in
Thailand. When Daw Soe Soe and her husband learned about the air strike at the school,
neither dared to go out to see if their granddaughter was safe amid the explosions. Instead,
they just had to say prayers at home, hearing the massive blasts.

But at 2 p.m., the elderly couple was informed that their younger granddaughter was already
dead. Daw Soe Soe then informed her daughter and son-in-law of Su Yati Hlaing’s death.

“We learned of the attack at 2 p.m., so we were worried and came back to the dormitory at 5
p.m., then we both fell down on the floor as we heard that my daughter was already dead. My
wife and | just hug each other and cry all day,” said Ko Zaw Zaw, the father of Su Yati Hlaing.

Ko Zaw Zaw and his wife went to Thailand as migrant workers five years ago, and have not been
able to return for even a single visit to their village, which they left when their younger
daughter was 2-and-a-half years old.

Their dream was to live with their daughters after making enough money to afford a better life.

“But now our dream has gone. | have nothing to compare these bastards to,” he said of the
Myanmar military forces. “They are not even worth comparing to dogs. It is better if they totally
disappeared from this planet. We want justice for what they have done,” the father told The
Irrawaddy.

‘1 will never forgive them’
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BRI "8 Seven-year-old Su Yati Hlaing was killed on the
, spot in the air strike.

Let Yat Kone is a large village with over 400
houses, and home to at least 3,000 residents.
Following the massacre, the junta’s Myawady TV
said in a newscast on Saturday that the attack on
the village happened when the military conducted checks in response to a tip-off that anti-
regime Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and People’s Defence Force (PDF) groups were
planning to transport weapons via Let Yat Kone.

It also claimed the village monastery was a hideout for supporters of the ousted National
League for Democracy and PDF members who allegedly extort money from locals and travelers.

“Civilians were killed as the KIA and PDFs used them as human shields in the exchange of fire,”
it said.

However, village residents like U Cho said there was no such camp or PDF base in the village,
though a few PDF members guarded the monastic school. He said the number of PDF members
in the village rarely exceeded a dozen.

When the junta launched airstrikes and ground assaults on Sept. 16, the villagers had to run for
their lives. U Cho jumped on his motorcycle, taking his spouse with him, and headed to another
village to the south. To date, half of the villagers have yet to return. During the attacks, seven
villagers and three PDF members were killed.

“Indeed, their intention was to destroy the whole village on that day. But, since there were not
as many PDFs as they expected, they killed the children. They didn’t destroy the village as they
had planned. But the lives of our children have been sacrificed,” U Cho said.

According to the latest updates available on Wednesday, the incident also left 11 other children
and two teachers injured, but they were left in the village. The junta troops took 15 people —
seven children, five teachers and three villagers—to nearby Ye-U Township. The three villagers
were released on Sept. 18. The fate of the others is unknown.

The regime soldiers took the bodies of the killed students to Ye-U overnight and cremated their
bodies there the following day.

The next day, a military officer contacted the parents of the dead children telling them to
collect their ashes in Ye-U.

Daw Soe Soe and the other parents and guardians refused to take the ashes of the children, as
they had not even been allowed to see the children’s bodies.
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“My heart was already broken. How can | get any consolation from ashes? | will never forgive
them as | have lost my granddaughter. | just pray their children don’t encounter a similar fate
[as my granddaughter],” Daw Soe Soe said.

The civilian National Unity Government’s Ministry of Women, Youth and Children’s Affairs,
Ministry of Education, and Ministry of Human Rights condemned the targeted attack and called
it an inhumane and brutal war crime.

Ja Htoi Pan, the NUG’s deputy education minister, told The Irrawaddy that the atrocities the
regime soldiers committed at the school in Let Yat Kone reflected Myanmar junta soldiers’ lack
of humanity, adding that the attack was a contravention of human rights.

“My deep condolences go to the people who were killed and injured, and to the children who
have experienced such an atrocity, and to all the villagers who have been traumatized by this
Let Yat Kone incident. The military must be punished for what they have done,” she said.

Irreparable loss

Recalling that horrifying day at the school, teacher Daw Moe Moe admitted that when the
attack began she was too overwhelmed to think about her 11-year-old son, a third-grader at
the school.

Only when she saw her dying student Phone Tay Za did she suddenly remember her son and
wonder where he was. A few minutes later, a soldier brought in two children, saying, “Here are
the boys who crossed over the fence and tried to run away!” One of the boys was her son.

He ran to her and sat beside her.
“| felt such relief at that moment,” Daw Moe Moe said.

Then they saw the soldiers ordering the monks to read aloud Buddhist texts, prayers and
mantras in the Pali language to prove that they were real monks. All of the monks were able to
read the texts sufficiently well that the soldiers were satisfied.

Soldiers then went around the village rounding up people they were suspicious of and bringing
them to the monastery, beating them. By around 3 p.m., they had brought in at least 100
people, joining the approximately 250 students, teachers and monks who were already there.
No one was allowed to leave.

The troops finally headed to Ye-U at 4:30 p.m., taking 15 detainees with them and leaving Let
Yat Kone in an eerie silence, except for the intermittent cries of children traumatized by the
horrible scenes they had witnessed.

Daw Moe Moe said the events of Sept. 16 had scarred her heart.
“I’'m devastated by the regime’s horrific actions against our innocent children. For the villagers,

nothing can ever make up for their loss.”
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Editor’s note: Some names in this story have been changed for security reasons.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-school-massacre-the-lives-of-our-
children-have-been-sacrificed.html

When the deafening roar of airstrikes drowns out the sound of school bells

As the rest of the world mourns the passing of a monarch, Myanmar is again left to grieve the
loss of innocents alone

Myanmar Now | Published on Sep 21, 2022

A child’s school bag lies abandoned after the
September 16 attack on Letyetkone

As world leaders descended on London over the
weekend to pay their final respects to Queen Elizabeth
Il ahead of her state funeral on Monday, people in
Myanmar—a country more than 5,000 miles away—
were mourning deaths that went unnoticed by those
same leaders.

Last Friday, the junta that seized power in the former British colony launched airstrikes and a

ground assault on the village of Letyetkone, in the country’s north-central Sagaing Region. In

that village was a school located inside a Buddhist monastery. Predictably, many civilians died
in the attack—at least 13 by the latest count, including seven children.

This bloodied textbook was among the items left behind after junta
troops attacked the school in Letyetkone on September 16

Photos taken by a local to document the aftermath of this latest
atrocity went viral on social media over the weekend. Even Myanmar
Facebook users long accustomed to seeing evidence of such carnage
were appalled. One particular image struck a chord with many: a grade-
one mathematics textbook with its edges torn and stained with blood.
The owner, believed to be a 7-year-old boy named Hpone Tayza, was
one of six students at the school killed in the Friday afternoon massacre

at Letyetkone.

It was not until the start of the following week that the rest of the world began to take notice.
On Monday, the UN’s agency for children, UNICEF, released a statement condemning the
incident, and a day later, the charity Save the Children followed suit. Neither, however,
acknowledged the fact that it was Myanmar’s military that was responsible for the
indiscriminate killing of civilians, including children. For many in the country, this was just
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further evidence of the failure of the international community to recognise Myanmar’s plight as
it struggles to free itself from a brutal dictatorship.

‘Please kill me’

A teacher who lived through the junta’s assault on Letyetkone told Myanmar Now that it began
with the ominous sound of military jets flying directly over the monastery where the village
school was located.

“We heard the aircraft flying over our heads, and then it started. There was also heavy artillery,
followed by machine guns. They fired non-stop for an hour,” she said, speaking on condition of
anonymity for security reasons.

The school, which had nearly 250 students from Letkyetkone and other nearby villages, was
operated by the local community; as in many other parts of the country, local parents refused
to send their children to schools run by the junta’s administrators. The teacher, who was one of
around a dozen volunteers at the school, had three of her own children studying there.

The exterior of the Letyetkone school after the
September 16 attack

She said that when the airstrikes began at around 1pm,
BEEs ¢ - 7 all of the school’s students were in their classrooms.

™ Some were in the main school building, while others
were in makeshift classrooms in the monastery compound.

The sound of the jets triggered a panic, and as the children scattered or tried to hide, three
huge explosions—from bombs dropped by the jets—shook the school. Dozens of children who
didn’t get away or find shelter were injured by this initial attack and the subsequent gunfire.
The bodies of some of those who were killed were torn apart, according to the teacher.

He kept screaming, ‘l can’t take it anymore. Please kill me,’

Minutes after the shooting stopped, two helicopters arrived with around 80 soldiers. Half of
them entered the monastery compound, where they ordered everyone who was hiding to
come out into the open.

Photos taken after the September 16 attack on
Letyetkone show extensive damage to the village school

“They shouted at us to come out with our heads down.
They said they would kill us if we looked up, so we kept
our heads down the whole time,” said the teacher.

It was from two of her own children that she learned
that a number of their classmates had been badly
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injured. One of them was her nephew, Hpone Tayza. The boy was crying loudly from his
classroom and calling out for his mother, who begged the soldiers to let her attend to her son.

When her sister came out of the classroom holding her son, the teacher saw that the whole
lower part of his body and one of his hands had been blown off.

“He was in agony and begging his mother to kill him. He kept screaming, ‘I can’t take it
anymore. Please kill me,”” the teacher said, recounting the final moments of her nephew’s life.

After he bled to death from his wounds, the boy’s mother again pleaded with the soldiers, this
time to be allowed to keep his body so that she could cremate his remains herself. But the
soldiers denied this last, desperate request.

“They said they needed the body for ‘confirmation.” | don’t know what they needed to confirm.
We saw the boy die right in front of our own eyes,” said the teacher.

Disposing of the dead

For the next three hours, the junta troops held the teachers and students captive as they
removed as much evidence as they could of their crimes. Everyone was ordered to gather in
one place and turn away as the soldiers went about their business. Injured children were
threatened if they cried out in pain.

Although terrified, the teacher who spoke to Myanmar Now said that she couldn’t resist trying
to catch a glimpse of the soldiers assigned to the gruesome task of disposing of dead children.
When she sneaked a furtive peak in their direction, she saw that they were picking up body
parts and putting them into bags.

When this job was done, the soldiers were finally ready to leave. They took two teachers and
around 20 children, all suffering from serious injuries, with them. Six other villagers were also
forced to go, according to the teacher—two as drivers and four more as hostages.

Junta troops spent three hours cleaning up after their
attack on Letyetkone, but still left behind many signs of
the carnage

At least two of the children died by the time they
reached a traditional medicine hospital in Ye-U, a town
about 10km north of Letyetkone, according to another
villager. Citing a social welfare group based in Ye-U, the
villager said that the hospital doesn’t actually function as
such, but is used by the military as a place to station its troops in the town.

While the military has done its best to conceal the number of people it killed in Letyetkone last
Friday, locals say they discovered even more bodies in and around the village after the soldiers
left. The victims include a 13-year-old boy found dead near the Muu River, three men with
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gunshot wounds who were found floating in the river a day after the attack, and a woman killed
while herding her cows.

“We found the woman in the woods. They even took her earrings. It was so brutal —pieces of
her brain were coming out of the front of her head,” said a local man.

One of the hostages taken by the soldiers when they left Letyetkone—a 33-year-old man
named Aung Saw Htwe—was also killed, according to villagers who have since fled the area. His
body was dumped on the road to Ye-U, they said.

Loss of innocents

Myanmar’s junta rarely responds to accusations of atrocities, which it has committed on an
almost daily basis since seizing power last year. On Saturday, however, a regime mouthpiece
reported that the military had sent troops to “inspect” Letyetkone after receiving information
that members of armed resistance groups were hiding in the local monastery. According to the
junta-run Myanma Alinn newspaper, these groups opened fire as soon as the regime forces
arrived in the village, resulting in multiple civilian casualties.

On Tuesday, as outrage over the incident continued to grow, military spokesperson Zaw Min
Tun again blamed resistance forces for the bloodshed. He deflected criticism of the military’s
decision to carry out airstrikes on a school by accusing its opponents of using locals as human
shields, saying that they had herded civilians into the monastery ahead of the attack. He also
claimed that after the resistance members fled, soldiers took two children with severe injuries
to a military hospital. He even suggested that the junta’s enemies were fabricating details
about the incident to discredit the regime ahead of this week’s meeting of the UN General
Assembly in New York.

For its part, the shadow National Unity Government—which seeks recognition as Myanmar’s
legitimate representative on the world stage—released a statement on Sunday strongly
condemning the military’s “targeted attacks on the schools [as] an inhuman and brutal war
crime” and a gross violation of children’s right to education.

The interior of the Letyetkone school after it came
under attack by regime forces on September 16

As mourners queued in London for the queen’s
funeral, many in Myanmar were left to grieve the loss
of more innocents in the country’s long war against
military oppression. While the families of those killed
in Letyetkone last Friday no doubt feel the greatest pain, there are few in Myanmar who have
not been touched by the agony of seeing lives cut short by a cruel and brutal regime.

It is small comfort, then, that the killing in Letyetkone managed to make international
headlines, after more than a year and half with barely any attention paid to Myanmar’s struggle
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for justice. Like many others in the country, the teacher who spoke to Myanmar Now said she
wished the world would see this conflict for what it is and help restore hope for millions who
are increasingly feeling forgotten.

“What the whole country, including our village, wants is democracy and an end to dictatorship.
If we can achieve that, we won’t need any other support or anything else,” she said.

Reporting by Khin Yi Yi Zaw and Thura Maung

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/when-the-deafening-roar-of-airstrikes-drowns-out-
the-sound-of-school-bells

UN Chief Condemns Myanmar Junta School Attack
By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 September 2022

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has strongly condemned Myanmar’s junta for its attack
on a Depayin Township school in Sagaing Region which left 11 children dead and many others
injured.

Offering condolences to the families, Guterres stated that the perpetrators of international
crimes must be held accountable.

“Even in times of armed conflict, schools must remain areas in which children are granted
protection and a safe place to learn,” Tuesday’s statement said. “Attacks on schools and
hospitals in contravention of international humanitarian law also constitute one of the six grave
violations against children, in times of armed conflict strongly condemned by the Security
Council.”

Last Friday, MI-35 helicopters fired on the community school — where about 200 children were
being taught in Let Yet Kone village — with machine guns for nearly one hour. The attack killed
nine children as young as seven.

Infantry troops then attacked the school inside the monastery compound. Two more children
and at least five adults were killed.

Junta troops removed the bodies and around 17 injured children and teachers to hide evidence
of the crime. The bodies were cremated at Ye-U cemetery, about 11km away, the next
morning.

The civilian National Unity Government Prime Minister Mahn Winn Khaing Than told his cabinet
on Tuesday: “Airstrikes on a school where young children are studying is an inhumane and most
cruel act. The international community must stop turning a blind eye to the severe human
rights violations and war crimes committed against children and other civilians in Myanmar by
the terrorist junta.”
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UN agencies have been criticized for failing to respond to the incident.

Statements from UN children’s charity Unicef and Save the Children offered condolences and
condemned the attack but neither blamed the regime directly, prompting public criticism.

On Wednesday, Unicef Myanmar shared Guterres’ statement, which blamed the junta.

Since the February 2021 coup, at least 382 children have been killed or injured, more than
1,400 have been detained and 142 have been tortured, the UN’s special rapporteur on human
rights in Myanmar reported in June.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/un-chief-condemns-myanmar-junta-school-
attack.html

Resistance Groups Claim 15 Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in Clashes

By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 September 2022

o

Karen National Union troops with seized weapons and
ammunition after occupying a junta outpost in Kawkareik
Township, Karen State, on Tuesday. / KNU

Approximately 15 Myanmar junta troops were reportedly killed
and an outpost was lost during attacks in Sagaing Region and
Karen State.

Seven soldiers were allegedly killed on Tuesday by the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA),
an armed wing of the Karen National Union (KNU), and allied resistance groups when they
seized a regime outpost in Kawkareik Township, Karen State.

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.

A KNU statement on Wednesday said the KNLA attacked and occupied the outpost in 17
minutes after a monthlong siege.

It said seven soldiers were killed and two others injured and captured.
The KNU submitted photos of seized weapons and ammunition.

Junta soldiers and allied border guards abandoned the outpost in August last year but fierce
clashes leading to junta airstrikes broke out in April when regime forces attempted to reoccupy
the outpost, according to the Karen media.

On Tuesday the KNLA and its resistance allies fought off a three-battalion attack over a hilltop
near Taung Ni village in Myawaddy Township on the Thai border.
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Two regime soldiers were confirmed dead after being shot by resistance snipers, said the Cobra
Column resistance group, which was involved in the fighting.

Fighting with junta forces broke out along a highway leading to the Thai border in the township
several months ago.

The KNU reported in August that it had been involved in 6,356 clashes with junta forces since
the 2021 coup, killing around 5,125 soldiers and injuring an estimated 4,174.

It said 137 resistance fighters had been killed.
Attacks in Sagaing

Eight junta soldiers were reportedly killed and many others injured during the two days of
fighting with the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and allied resistance groups in Indaw
Township, Sagaing Region, according to the Indaw Revolution (IR), the media wing of the Indaw
People’s Defense Force (PDF).

On Monday and Tuesday clashes broke out between about 70 regime troops and resistance
forces in the township.

Eight junta soldiers and a PDF fighter were killed and many regime troops were injured, the IR
said.

An IR video shows regime soldiers in a shallow grave from previous clashes in the area.

The junta faces repeated attacks and ambushes from resistance groups and ethnic armed
organizations across the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-groups-claim-15-myanmar-junta-troops-
killed-in-clashes.html

Fighting between AA and military spreads southward in Myanmar’s Rakhine state

Two months after resuming, fighting is more intense and expansive than ever, sources say.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.09.21

Myanmar soldiers keep watch in a Rakhine state village in
this 2013 file photo. Reuters

Fighting between Myanmar’s military and the ethnic
Arakan Army (AA), which resumed in July after a two-
year lull, has intensified and is spreading southward
through Rakhine state, sources in the region told RFA
Burmese on Wednesday.
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What began as intermittent clashes two months ago in northern Rakhine’s Maungdaw
township and across the border to the northeast in neighboring Chin state’s Paletwa
township has since spread to the central Rakhine townships of Buthidaung, Mrauk-U and
Kyauktaw, and is now expanding to Toungup township in the state’s south-central region,
according to residents.

Civilian casualties are also on the rise, largely due to shelling by the military, sources said. On
Tuesday night, a family of four in Kyauktaw’s Na Ga Yar village were injured by heavy
weapons fire originating from the junta’s 9 Military Operations Command headquarters in
the seat of the township, according to one of the victims, Mya Yin Oo.

“IThree] shells hit our house while | was in the kitchen,” she said. “My grandson, who was
reading upstairs, as well as my other grandson downstairs, were both injured. My daughter
was also injured and | was wounded on my back.”

Mya Yin Oo’s daughter, Oo Yin Than, was injured on her hand, while her grandsons — 10th
grade students Myo Naing Win and Min Aye Soe — were injured on the head and back. All
four are being treated at the Kyuaktaw Hospital and are expected to fully recover, Mya Yin
Oo said.

Other residents of the area told RFA that on Monday, AA fighters in Kyauktaw intercepted
and attacked two junta boats carrying food and soldiers making their way to Paletwa along
the Kalatan River.

The vessels retreated and 9 Military Operations Command headquarters began firing heavy
weapons, they said.

A resident of Toungup, who declined to be named, told RFA that there was a clash between
junta troops and the AA on Aug. 26 near the township’s Kyein Taw Kyin village and another
on Sept. 16, about three miles southwest of the township. He said he expects more fighting
to come to southern Rakhine state in the weeks ahead.

“There was one clash near Toungup and another in the vicinity of the Toungup jetty,” the
resident said.

“Everyone is assuming that there will be more fighting soon, all the way down through
southern Rakhine state, and people are living in a state of fear because the military is
checking all traffic on the roads.”

Northern tensions

Meanwhile, in the north, the AA recently announced that it had captured the junta’s 352
Light Infantry Battalion camp on Sept. 10 and its Border Guard Station near milepost No. 40
along Myanmar’s border with Bangladesh on Aug. 31. The AA claimed that “many junta
soldiers were killed” and many others were captured, along with weapons and ammunition.
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Junta Deputy Information Minister Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun said at the press conference on
Tuesday that the military is trying to recapture the two locations.

"Regarding the AA, the [military] has taken necessary action since the attack on the No. 40
border guard post,” he said.

“The AA attacked weak border police outposts because they didn't want to walk along the
road to peace. There are many plans behind these attacks. We already know those plans.
Therefore, we will take the necessary response.”

AA spokesman Khaing Thukha said in an online video press conference on Sept. 19 that the
clashes were in response to military roadblocks and maneuvers, and vowed to retaliate to
any attack by junta troops.

“The AA had to respond in some way in areas where the military had imposed restrictions
and roadblocks,” he said. “If they attack us, we will counter them. That's why fighting was
fierce in those areas. If they attack in other places, they will have to face counter-attacks.”

He said the junta had increased its strength in Maungdaw township to around 10,000 troops,
and the AA had responded in kind.

Pe Than, a veteran Rakhine politician and former lawmaker, told RFA that the AA is trying to
establish its own liberated area in the state.

“AA troops are currently stationed throughout the region. Administration and judicial
mechanisms have been firmly established [in its territory],” he said.

“We are seeing that the AA has changed its strategy from defensive actions to offensive ones
and has even captured junta camps. So what [the AA] is doing now is shutting down the
border guard stations in Maungdaw. From there, | think they are trying to establish a
liberated area between Maungdaw and Paletwa townships.”

In the more than two months since the military and the AA resumed fighting, more than
10,000 residents have fled their homes in townships including Maungdaw, Rathedaung and
Mrauk-U.

Three people, including one child, have been killed and 11 injured by junta shelling in Mrauk-
U township since the fighting resumed, residents said.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/rakhine-09212022191726.html
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Locals trapped in Moebye forced to work for junta troops

Most of the town’s nearly 30,000 inhabitants have fled since the latest fighting there started
earlier this month

Esther ) | Published on Sep 21, 2022

T :i A house in Moebye destroyed by Myanmar shelling in early
%y September (Supplied)

Civilians unable to flee the southern Shan State town of
Moebye ahead of the return of regime forces on Sunday
are now being forced to work for the occupying soldiers,
according to locals.

The town, which has been sealed off since early Monday
following the arrival of about 150 junta troops with tanks the day before, is now virtually
deserted, sources there said.

“It appears they’re taking control of everything. According to information given to us by the
authorities, the military said they wouldn’t shoot anyone unless they’re shot at first,” a member
of a local social welfare group told Myanmar Now.

Among those trapped in the town are novice monks and internally displaced persons (IDPs)
sheltering at the Mwe Daw and Set Taw Yar monasteries.

According to the social welfare worker, these people are now being forced to cook and clean
for the soldiers stationed at the monasteries.

In a statement released on Tuesday, the Moebye People’s Defence Force said that civilians in
the town are also being used as human shields.

A Moebye resident who spoke to an escapee from the Mwe Daw monastery said that IDPs are
subjected to thorough searches whenever they return to their homes for food.

“She said that they are forced to cook for the soldiers, who warn them not to try to escape,”
said the man, who spoke on condition of anonymity.

The exact number of people detained in the monasteries was unclear, according to the social
welfare worker.

“We don’t know the exact figure yet because some of the soldiers are in plain clothes, so we
can’t tell for sure who's a soldier and who’s a hostage,” he said.

The latest fighting in Moebye started in early September, forcing most of the town’s nearly
30,000 inhabitants to flee. Since then, at least 100 houses have been destroyed by shelling,
according to resistance sources.
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While no clashes were reported on Tuesday, the military was still shelling villages to the
southwest of the town, sources there said.

Junta troops were forced to retreat from the area early last week after facing heavy
losses during four days of fighting triggered by an earlier attempt to take control of the town.

Last Friday, heavy shelling killed four IDPs at the Mwe Daw monastery.

According to resistance groups based in the area, the military is concentrating its efforts on
controlling the road linking Moebye to Demoso in neighbouring Karenni (Kayah) State.

In a statement released on Monday, the Karenni Nationalities Defence Force said that civilians
living in villages along this road were also being used as human shields.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/locals-trapped-in-moebye-forced-to-work-for-junta-
troops

Ta’ang Youths Flee Forced Recruitment In Kyaukme Township
By SHAN - September 21, 2022

Youths are fleeing their villages to escape the Ta’ang National Liberation Army’s (TNLA) forced
recruitment campaign in Kyaukme township in northern Shan State.

According to reports from locals, the Ta’ang soldiers abducted a Grade 8 student from Middle
School No. 3 in Nitmile Kon last week. A woman told SHAN on condition of anonymity that the
youth was from a small mountain village and was studying in the village and renting a house
paid for by his family.

“He was on the list of new recruits. Many youths have already fled from wards in Kyaukme
town to escape (forced) recruitment.”

L

TNLA troops. Photo: Frontier Myanmar.

The boy’s parents and teachers are calling on the
armed group to release him immediately.

The TNLA also recently abducted youths from Sections
8 and 9 in Kyaukmegyi village tract.

“Many Ta’ang youths have already fled to neighboring
counties or other safe places,” said a man who
declined to give his name out of concern for his safety.
He said that even the elderly have left his ward in Kyaukme town for fear of the TNLA soldiers.
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“A few days ago, TNLA soldiers detained a 70-year-old man because his son had run away. They
beat the old man and later released him, but he succumbed to his injuries after two days (in the
hospital).”

A TNLA officer from the township, who wishes to remain anonymous, said when asked by
SHAN, he couldn’t comment without an investigation. “We have a recruitment policy and have
to find new soldiers every year. | don’t know about other issues.”

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25352

Myanmar’s Most Powerful Ethnic Armies Meet in Shan State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 September 2022

Seven of Myanmar’s most powerful ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) met in Wa State’s
Panghsang, the headquarters of the United Wa State Army (UWSA), in the second week of
September.

The UWSA is Myanmar’s most powerful EAO and controls its own territory — known as Wa State
—in the north and south of Shan State in eastern Myanmar. It has an estimated 30,000 soldiers
and a sophisticated arsenal of weapons, as well as close ties with neighboring China.

The Federal Political Negotiation and Consultative Committee (FPNCC), a coalition of seven
EAOs, met for the first time since the COVID-19 outbreak, said deputy commander-in-chief of
the Arakan Army (AA) Brigadier-General Nyo Tun Aung.

Leaders of the UWSA, the AA, the National Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA), the Shan State
Progress Party (SSPP), the Ta’ang National Liberation Army and the Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) gathered in Panghsang. The Kachin Independence Army
(KIA), based in Kachin State, sent a representative to the dinner hosted by UWSA chair Bao
Youxiang, said the AA deputy commander.

At an AA press conference on Monday, Brig-Gen Nyo Tun Aung said that the FPNCC members
met out of necessity, and that the meeting was also aimed at fostering ties among the EAOs.

“l am in charge of the AA’s office in Panghsang. | am also the secretary of the FPNCC. We met in
Panghsang to deepen cooperation with the UWSA, to exchange views on the latest
developments in Myanmar and to discuss areas of potential cooperation,” Brig-Gen Nyo Tun
Aung told the media.

Last month, the UWSA promoted younger officials to leadership positions. The new leaders met
their counterparts in the FPNCC in Mongla in eastern Shan State on September 15.
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However, it was the older and most senior UWSA leaders, including Bao Youxiang, Xiao
Mingliang and Zhao Guo An, who received their fellow FPNCC leaders in Panghsang. The
younger leaders were not present at the meeting, according to an ethnic affairs analyst.

FPNCC members meet in Panghsang.

“It was a gathering in the name of the Mid-
Autumn Festival [a Chinese celebration also
known as the Mooncake Festival]. The SSPP
vice-chairman, MNDAA commander-in-chief

B and the NDAA secretary were present.

P According to their statements, it was a regular
meeting. It has been ages since they last met,” said the analyst.
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Another ethnic affairs analyst said he did not regard the meeting as significant. “KIA leaders did
not attend, perhaps because it was not convenient for them to travel or because it was not a
vital meeting. | think it is wrong to view it as an important meeting. They [the EAOS] are just
gathering again to reinforce their alliance.”

The KIA, the AA and the SSPP’s armed wing, the Shan State Army-North, are engaged in active
fighting with the military regime. Both the AA and KIA have refused to attend peace talks with
junta chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing.

In recent weeks, the AA, an ethnic Rakhine force, has seized over 10 regime bases in Rakhine
State and neighboring Paletwa Township in Chin State. Junta forces have launched airstrikes
against the AA in Rakhine’s Maungdaw Township near the border with Bangladesh as it
attempts to retake its outposts.

Some observers believe it is possible that the AA may have asked the UWSA for anti-aircraft
weapons and tactical advice.

FPNCC members meet in Panghsang.

AA deputy commander Brig-Gen Nyo Tun
Aung declined to comment on military
matters. “People understand what we discuss
by looking at the people who we meet,” he
told the press briefing.

One ethnic affairs analyst based in Shan State
said that the FPNCC members met at the

request of China.

“The meeting happened after the junta chief attended the Eastern Economic Forum in Russia
earlier this month. China might have arranged for the AA and other EAO leaders to pass
through its territory to attend the meeting [in Panghsang]. China might be concerned that
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Myanmar is no longer a reliable ally. Under such circumstances, they [the FPNCC] might have a
lot to talk about,” he said.

Q i y FPNCC members meet in Panghsang.

T TR — Although successive military regimes in
M I T Il
O E R . ) .
a ‘"‘"Jl; fi el el Myanmar have traditionally relied on China
as their main ally, the current junta appears
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n to be growing closer to Russia, which might

upset Beijing which has substantial

economic interests in Myanmar, noted the analyst.

“China might regard the fact that the regime is making friends with Russia as a sign that it is no
longer a trustworthy and reliable neighbor. So it is fair to say that [junta] ties with China are not
good,” he said. If that is the case, it is likely that regime relations with EAOs with close Chinese
ties are also strained, added the analyst.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-most-powerful-ethnic-armies-meet-in-
shan-state.html

Myanmar Junta Arms Dealer Arrested in Bangkok on Drugs, Money Laundering Charges

By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 September 2022

\¢"

usinessman Who Keeps
Myanmar's Air Force Supplied

Myanmar regime crony Dr. Tun Min Latt.

The Royal Thai Police have arrested an arms dealer
to the Myanmar military regime suspected of
trafficking drugs and money laundering.

Myanmar national Dr Tun Min Latt, 53, was arrested
along with three Thai nationals in Bangkok last week. They face narcotics and money laundering
charges. Over 200 million baht (USS$5.4 million) worth of drugs and other items were
confiscated from them, the Thai police said.

Dr. Tun Min Latt runs the Star Sapphire Group of companies, which brokered imports of Israeli
reconnaissance drones and aircraft parts for the Myanmar Air Force, according to sources.

Star Sapphire Group is partnered with the military-owned business conglomerates — Myanma
Economic Holdings Ltd (MEHL) and Myanmar Economic Corporation (MEC) — in numerous
ventures, sources said.

A United Nations (UN) report on the military’s economic interests named Dr. Tun Min Latt as a
significant shareholder in the Star Sapphire Group.
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The UN report said that the group was one of 45 companies that made donations to the
Myanmar military following the brutal 2017 clearance operations in Rakhine State that caused
the exodus of over 700,000 Rohingya to Bangladesh, and led to accusations of genocide by the
international community.

Dr. Tun Min Latt also brokered land-lease agreements between the Hong Kong-listed firm
VPower and MEHL to run a liquefied natural gas power plant on military-owned land in
Yangon’s Thanlyin Township, Nikkei Asia reported in May.

The deal was one of the projects put out to tender in 2019 by the now-ousted National League
for Democracy government. The US$297 million, 350 megawatt plant in Thanlyin halted
operations in July due to uncertainties over its commercial viability.

Dr. Tun Min Latt is the son of retired air force lieutenant colonel U Khin Maung Latt.

From 1996, U Khin Maung Latt served as director-general of the Ministry of Hotels and Tourism
under the previous military regime led by Senior General Than Shwe, according to a tour
operator who asked for anonymity.

U Khin Maung Latt was known among tour operators as the longest-serving director-general of
the Ministry of Hotels and Tourism, the tour operator added.

In partnership with Thai investors, Dr. Tun Min Latt runs several hotels in Tachileik, a city in
Shan State on the border with Thailand that is infamous as a gambling and drugs hub.

Reuters reported that Dr. Tun Min Latt’s arrest is part of a broader Thai crackdown on money
laundering in Tachileik.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-arms-dealer-arrested-in-bangkok-
on-drugs-money-laundering-charges.html

SAC warns long prison sentences against support for NUG, CRPH, PDF on Facebook

PUBLISHED 21 SEPTEMBER 2022

Those who support the National Unity Government
(NUG), the Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
(CRPH) and the People’s Defence Force (PDF) on the social
media like Facebook could face many years of prison
sentence, said Major General Zaw Min Tun, spokesperson
for the State Administration Council (SAC).

He warned during a press conference of the information
team of the SAC held in Nay Pyi Taw on September 20.
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“I will give some examples in relation to cases resulting from the use of Facebook. Those who
gave likes to or share the posts, images and videos of the terrorist organizations such as NUG,
CRPH and PDF or their supporters are tantamount to breaching Section 124 (b) of the Penal
Code. They could be imprisoned for at least three years or up to 10 years. They can also be
fined,” Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun warned.

He said there were also calls for the civil servants to rejoin the CDM (civil disobedience
movement) and that can harm the disciplinary enforcement of the civil service.

Writing or sharing posts harming such disciplinary enforcement and responsibilities of civil
servants breaches Section 505 (a) of the Penal Code, the SAC spokesman added.

“For breaking 505 (a), violators can face up to seven years of prison sentence,” he said.

He also warned that those who provide cash or support to the State-declared terrorist
organizations will face heavy penalty.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-warns-long-prison-sentences-against-support-for-nug-
crph-pdf-on-facebook

Junta threatens prison, execution for supporting Myanmar opposition

Those who donate as little as one kyat or ‘like’ social media posts face stiff punishment.

2022.09.21

Myanmar's military spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun,
shown in this 2021 file photo, told a news conference
Tuesday that giving donations to anti-junta groups is
punishable under Section 505 of the anti-terrorism law.
Reuters

Anyone in Myanmar found to have provided as little as one
kyat in financial support to anti-junta groups or engaged
with anti-junta content on social media now faces anywhere from two years in prison to
execution, according to a spokesman for the military regime.

Deputy Minister of Information Major General Zaw Min Tun told reporters at a press
conference in the capital Naypyidaw on Tuesday that donating to or supporting Myanmar’s
shadow National Unity Government (NUG), ousted lawmakers of the Committee
Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH), or the anti-junta People’s Defense Force (PDF)
paramilitary group is punishable under Myanmar’s anti-terrorism law.
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Purchasing treasury bonds or lottery tickets for the groups is also subject to punishment, he
said, adding that “donating just a single kyat” — approximately one-five-hundredth of a U.S.
cent — could earn the offender a minimum of a decade behind bars.

“Whether you ‘like’ or ‘share’ [an anti-junta social media post], you are violating Section 124
(b) of the Penal Code [for incitement to destroy the state]. You can be sentenced anywhere
from three years to 10 years in prison and you can also be charged a fine,” Zaw Min Tun said.

“The reason you are subject to a 10-year prison sentence or a death sentence for donating
just one kyat is because it is in violation of [the Anti-Terrorism Act]. You need to understand
that. Even if you don't understand the law, the law will not forgive you.”

In addition to violating Myanmar’s anti-terrorism law and inciting the public against the
state, Zaw Min Tun also said such actions are in breach of the country’s Electronic
Communications Law. A conviction under the charges is punishable by a minimum sentence
of two years in prison and a maximum sentence of death.

A resident of the commercial capital Yangon, who declined to be named for security reasons,
told RFA Burmese that the junta is trying to deter support for the opposition through
threats.

“These tyrants will do anything in their power to stop people from supporting the
opposition, but the people will do whatever they can to support them,” she said.

“The more they make life difficult for us, the closer we will be to victory [against the regime].
It might be a bit challenging now [to support the opposition], but we will make sure that we
can help them.”

A veteran high court lawyer told RFA on condition of anonymity that while providing support
to anti-junta movements can be subject to prosecution, Myanmar’s law says nothing about
jailing people for simply liking posts on social media.

“Giving ‘Likes’ [online] is our right. It’s already mentioned in the provisions of civil rights and
the basic rights of citizens under the [military-drafted] 2008 Constitution,” he said.

“Based on what [Zaw Min Tun] said, action can be taken against someone for the content of
their comment or even the way the text is written.”

‘Facing a crisis’

A spokesman from the Dawei Ashaytaw PDF group in Tanintharyi region said the junta is
threatening people with legal provisions because its leadership is afraid that the wider public
will take up arms to challenge its rule.

“We have witnessed the rising number of deaths of military soldiers in Sagaing and Magwe
regions,” he said.
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“We believe that there is a lack of unity within the army. And so, they are making threats to
raise morale within the army as well as a deterrent to the people."

The spokesman warned that such threats could lead to a drop in domestic contributions to
the armed opposition.

Political analyst Than Soe Naing called the junta's statements “illegal and excessive.”

"They are talking too much about the law. But as usual, the law is whatever they say it is,” he
said.

“So if those laws are used as the basis for action, we must say that democracy in Myanmar
has completely fallen into darkness.”

Kyaw Zaw, spokesman for the office of NUG President Duwa Lashi La, told RFA that the junta
is becoming increasingly desperate in its actions.

“All they can do now is threaten and terrorize the public. And that is what they are doing,”
he said.

“Saying that people will be arrested and charged for donating a single kyat ... is because they
are facing a crisis. They are afraid because they are in their last hour. They know they are
going to lose and they know what is coming.”

According to Thai NGO Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma), junta
authorities have arrested nearly 15,600 civilians since the military seized power in a Feb. 1,
2021 coup, nearly 12,500 of whom have been sentenced or remain in detention. The group
says authorities have killed more than 2,300 civilians over the last 20 months, mostly during
peaceful anti-junta protests.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/threats-09212022224410.html

Myanmar plans to build a small-scale nuclear power plant in next few years
PUBLISHED 21 SEPTEMBER 2022 | EMG

The establishment of nuclear technology information
centers will start in Yangon and the construction of a
small-scale nuclear power plant will be done in the next
few years, said Major General Zaw Min Tun, Deputy
Minister of the Ministry of Information and leader of the
information team of the State Administration Council
(SAC).
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Major General Zaw Min Tun answered a reporter's question about when Myanmar will start
using nuclear energy at the press conference of the State Administration Council held at the
Ministry of Information in Nay Pyi Taw on September 20.

"Department of Atomic Energy under the Ministry of Science and Technology has to start
working to establish nuclear technology information centers in Yangon by obtaining the public's
positive views on nuclear energy from the two memorandums and to implement the
cooperation memorandum," Major General Zaw Min Tun said.

As far as Myanmar is concerned, the method that will be used in relation to nuclear weapons
will only be used in a peaceful way. As part of the process, a memorandum of understanding on
cooperation in the field of nuclear energy training and skill development and a memorandum of
understanding on cooperation to achieve positive public opinion on nuclear energy were signed
in Moscow, Russia in January and July 2022, said Major General Zaw Min Tun.

Major General Zaw Min Tun said, “The main thing is that we are going to use this nuclear
energy peacefully. However, we will not do this without informing the public. The first step is to
educate the public about the process of peaceful use of nuclear energy. We will work to
achieve cooperation.”

The first thing to do is to establish an information center about nuclear energy in Yangon, and
Union ministers from the Ministry of Electric Power, the Ministry of Science and Technology
and the Russia’s State Atomic Energy Corporation also signed the agreement in related with the
road map that will be implemented during the visit of the Chairman of the SAC, who went to
attend the 7th Eastern Economic Forum.

Major General Zaw Min Tun said, “Those are the processes that will be carried out. In that,
nuclear energy can be used peacefully for the development of socio-economic life. It will be
carried out for the development of human resources in all sectors. The first thing we will do is
to build a small-scale nuclear power plant. The estimate that can be done is that it can happen
within years.”

Major General Zaw Min Tun also said that providing knowledge and news distribution will begin
to carry out the above activities.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/myanmar-plans-to-build-a-small-scale-nuclear-power-plant-
in-next-few-years

Japan to Stop Training Myanmar Military Officers
By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 September 2022

Japan’s Ministry of Defense announced on Tuesday that it will suspend the training of Myanmar
military officers from next year.
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The decision to stop accepting Myanmar military personnel as students follows the junta’s
execution of four pro-democracy activists in July, according to Japanese media NHK.

The defense ministry decided that it was not appropriate to continue defense cooperation and
exchanges with Myanmar, as prior to the executions the leaders of Myanmar’s military regime
ignored Japan’s expression of strong concern, reported NHK.

Japan has continued to accept senior Myanmar military officers as students, even after the
military seized power from the democratically-elected government in a February 1 coup last
year.

There are still 11 Myanmar military officers studying in Japan at the National Defense Academy
and elsewhere, but they will be allowed to complete their courses, said Japan’s defense
ministry.

Brigadier-General Tin Soe, who trained in Japan, was involved in the massacre of 35 people,
including at least one child and two staff from the international aid organization Save the
Children, who were killed and their bodies burned by the Myanmar military in Kayah State’s
Hpruso Township on Christmas Eve last year, according to Human Rights Watch (HRW).

Tin Soe trained at Japan’s Ground Self Defense Force Staff College from August 2016 to March
2017 while still a colonel.

From August 2021 to July 2022, he was based at Eastern Command headquarters, which
oversees operations in southern Shan and Kayah states and whose forces were responsible for
the Hpruso massacre and other atrocities, said HRW in a report issued in August.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/japan-to-stop-training-myanmar-military-
officers.html

Myanmar Peace Activists Abandoned by International Community
By CHARLES PETRIE | 21 September 2022

The setting is a house on stilts in Kyauk Kyi, Bago Region. It is located in a Myanmar military
base in the middle of what until then had been known as the civil war’s black area. Basically, a
free fire zone for the Myanmar military. Sitting on the floor were representatives of the
displaced village communities, who had been hiding in the jungle for close to thirty years, never
further than a day’s march away from the villages they were forced to flee.

They had been on the move constantly, having to relocate in the jungle every two to three
years as the carrying capacity of the areas they cultivated was depleted, or to flee attacks by
the military. The purpose of the encounter was to build confidence in the ceasefire which had
only been signed some months before. This particular ceasefire had brought to a halt the
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longest-running insurgency on the planet, one that had seen over 60 years of continuous
fighting.

A villager asked the colonel sitting in front of him whether he could guarantee that, if they
returned, he and his men would not once again burn their villages down. The displaced villagers
had agreed to the meeting as they knew that the battalion currently in the area had only just
been deployed and was not the one that had attacked them a year earlier. The colonel
answered that he could make that promise. And then, after a brief pause, stated that he knew
that they did not believe him.

That exchange occurred in April 2012. The displaced villagers were being encouraged to come
out of the jungle within the framework of a Norwegian-sponsored initiative called the Myanmar
Peace Support Initiative. They came out, received support from Norway [seeds, tools and food
aid to tie them over until the harvests], and settled near their traditional farmlands to cultivate
their fields. The Norwegian-supported initiative acted as a sort of catalyst and guarantor in
building confidence in the ceasefires.

Today, those very same areas are again being bombarded. The people from this area have again
fled back into the jungle, with hundreds of thousands displaced by the fighting that has erupted
since last year’s coup.

Karen villagers fleeing from regime attacks rest on a
riverbank in Kyauk Kyi, Bago Region in June 2022. KNU

Myanmar was not a story of an impossible peace. A
return to fighting was not inevitable. It is a story of a
serious miscalculation. Peace is difficult to achieve. It is
a path that can only be embarked upon by courageous
and visionary individuals, who take the risk to reach out
to the other in an effort to end the suffering of their

people.

Frustrated by the overwhelming victory of the Daw Aung San Suu Kyi-led National League for
Democracy in the 2020 general election, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing staged a coup in
February 2021. It appears that he believed that the military could follow the old playbook of
military domination that originated in the 1960s, had worked in the late 1980s and early 1990s
and had even overcome the Saffron Revolution, the 2007 uprising led by monks.

But the coup leader hadn’t counted on the fact that Myanmar has evolved into a fundamentally
different society since the 1980s. The people of Myanmar, and especially the young, have
tasted the relative freedoms that came with the opening up of the country in 2011 and are
actively demonstrating that they are not prepared to give those freedoms up.

The young lead this revolt against the military. And in doing so, they are following the examples
of similar peaceful protest movements in Algeria, Belarus, Bolivia, Chile, Egypt, France, Georgia,
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Haiti, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Iraq, Lebanon, Sudan, Thailand, Ukraine and even the United
States. In all these places, the peaceful protests are led by a generation who, through the
mastering of social media, have been able to mobilize as never before, giving voice to
frustrations and articulating hopes.

The miscalculation by the junta chief, and the brutal crackdown he ordered on those protesting
against the coup, was a clear overreach by the military. Eighteen months later, Myanmar is
destabilized as never before with military conflict, once so common but only in ethnic minority
areas, now engulfing the heartland of the majority Bamar people. The military regime has now
lost control of much of the country, despite its use of artillery and airstrikes against its own
people.

In the face of all this, Western donors are reneging on their individual responsibilities. There
seems to be little institutional memory of the early international involvement in the peace
process, and of the benefits that donors received from this involvement in the form of
favourable investments, lucrative contracts and burnished images as peace negotiators.

Today, a number of the Myanmar nationals who were instrumental in the Norwegian-
supported peace initiative, in Kyauk Kyi and elsewhere, are running for their lives. While many
have sought shelter in ethnic minority areas, others facing immediate and particular risk are
seeking asylum. But the response they receive is that the crisis in Ukraine is taking up all the
world’s attention.

i A Myanmar peace activist receives recognition for his

efforts from King Harald of Norway

Should one be surprised by such a response? After all a
similar lack of interest led to the recent abandonment of
Afghans who served the international effort in
Afghanistan.

Realpolitik, of course, is a fact of life. But we need to
understand that unkept promises come not only with a cost to those we have abandoned, but
also a price to the West’s credibility and moral standing. We shouldn’t be surprised and
offended when the West is accused of being hypocrites because, ultimately, we are. And that is
not something to be proud of. We cannot and must not make a habit of abandoning our
friends.

Charles Petrie is a former coordinator of the Myanmar Peace Support Initiative, a former United
Nations Assistant Secretary General and United Nations Resident & Humanitarian Coordinator
in Myanmar 2003-2007.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/myanmar-peace-activists-abandoned-by-
international-community.html
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