PEACE Info (September 20, 2022)

Fear, Defiance as Fighting Rages in Myanmar's North
Save the Children condemns school attacks that caused deaths of children in Debayin
Township
11 Schoolchildren Killed in Myanmar Air Strike, UNICEF Says
The World Must Act to Stop More Myanmar Children From Being Killed
Junta soldiers defect as military loses ground in Rakhine State, Arakan Army says
Myanmar Regime Reportedly Holds 100 Civilians as Human Shields in Shan State
Moebye residents flee as junta troops return in force
SSPP Resists Regime’s Efforts To Force Group From Mongmit
Newly built bunkers, extended curfews point to tightening security in Myanmar military
capital
MOFA calls in Ambassador of Bangladesh to Myanmar, clarifies firing incidents near bilateral
border
Malaysian Foreign Minister Meets With Myanmar’s Parallel Civilian Govt
Malaysia to push ASEAN for swift decision on Myanmar 5-point consensus
‘We must continue to amplify the voices of our people’: Myanmar UN Rep
Myanmar Junta to Receive New Russian Jet Fighters
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Fear, Defiance as Fighting Rages in Myanmar's North
By AFP | 20 September 2022

In Sagaing, anti-coup fighters in Myanmar recently patrolled the smoldering ruins of a burned
village after what they said was a reprisal attack by junta troops struggling to crush resistance
to last year’s military coup.

Corrugated roofs, support beams and cooking utensils are all that remain amid the ash in the
village in northwestern Sagaing—an area which has seen some of the fiercest fighting against
the military’s power grab.

Rare footage obtained by AFP shows a region wracked by violence, and criss-crossed by junta
troops, pro-military militias and anti-coup fighters, where internet access is regularly cut by
authorities.

Win Soe said junta troops brought destruction to his village of Tharyarkone, about 100 km west
of Myanmar’s second city Mandalay, late last month.

“Soldiers came to our village on their way back to their camp,” he said.

“There had been no fighting here and they just came to destroy things—they torched 60 houses
in our village,” Win Soe said.

A group of about a dozen young men—some in combat fatigues, football socks and sneakers,
others in shorts and sandals—arrived to survey the burned remnants of the village as they
patrolled the district, trailing military forces.

The unit is part of a local People’s Defense Force (PDF), dozens of which have sprung up in
Sagaing and across the country to fight the military in an attempt to overturn the coup that last
year ousted Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s elected civilian government.

Often armed with little more than homemade weapons and knowledge of the terrain, some of
these groups have surprised the military with their effectiveness, according to some analysts.

The junta has responded with an offensive that rights groups say includes razing villages, mass
extra-judicial killings and airstrikes on civilians.

In May, the UN humanitarian agency UNOCHA said more than 12,000 civilian properties were
thought to have been burned or destroyed since the coup.

The military accuses PDF fighters—which it has declared “terrorists” —of setting the fires and
says their assassination campaigns have killed hundreds including Buddhist monks, teachers
and medical workers.

A million displaced
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Post-coup violence has pushed the number of displaced people in Myanmar to over one million,
according to the UN, adding to those previously forced from their homes by long-running
conflicts in ethnic border areas.

Sagaing, home to mostly ethnic Bamar and a traditional recruiting ground for the military, has
seen more than half a million people displaced since the coup, the UN said.

Even in villages that escape being torched, locals said they lived in fear of violence from the
military.

“When soldiers came to our village, we hid behind some shrubs, but my son was in bad health
and could only hide nearby,” said San Nwae, from Mintaingpin village, close to Tharyarkone.

“When the soldiers found him, they beat him to death. From my hiding place, | heard the sound
of someone being killed,” she said.

“After soldiers left the village... | came out from hiding and | realized the one who had been
killed was my son.”

Diplomatic efforts led by the UN and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations to resolve
Myanmar’s bloody impasse have made little headway, with the generals refusing to engage
with opponents.

“We have been fighting the military for one year, but we don’t have enough weapons and we
are just fighting with our homemade guns,” said one anti-junta PDF member.

He admitted that his group of about 20 fighters was often unable to hold off the military for
long.

“When the soldiers come to our village, we warn villagers to run away and we try to evacuate
them,” he said.

“If soldiers arrest villagers, most of them are killed.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/fear-defiance-as-fighting-rages-in-myanmars-
north.html

Save the Children condemns school attacks that caused deaths of children in Debayin
Township

PUBLISHED 20 SEPTEMBER 2022

Save the Children issued a statement on September 16 saying that the organization is horrified
by reports that at least 11 children have been killed and 17 others injured in an attack on a
school in Myanmar on 16 September.
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It expressed its deepest condolences to the families who had
lost children and loved ones in this attack.

On September 17 also, the organization called again for
Save the International Humanitarian Law to be upheld and that children
Children and schools must be off-limits from attacks, the statement said.

It once again called for this violence to end immediately and for
children and civilians to be kept out of harm’s way as children are seen bearing the brunt of
conflict.

Hassan Noor, Save the Children’s Asia Regional Director, said in the statement:

“The heads of governments from around the world meet in New York this week for the UN
General Assembly. They must condemn this attack and do everything in their power to hold
perpetrators of such crimes to account. We ask for the UN Security Council to urgently hold an
open meeting on Myanmar and to pass a resolution to protect the rights of children in
Myanmar, including their right to a safe education. We ask ASEAN to step up and take action.
How many more incidents like this need to take place before action is taken?”

UNICEF Myanmar also issued a statement on September 19 offering codolences to the parents
and families who lost their children. Apart from at least 11 children dead, at least 15 children
from the same school are still missing. Therefore, UNICEF calls for their immediate and safe
release, the statement pointed out.

In response to the incident, the information team of the State Administration Council released a
news statement on September 16 saying that KIA (Kachin Independence Army) and PDF
(People’s Defence Force) members would transport arms, ammunition and explosives via
nearby areas of Letyetgon village, Debayin Township, Sagaing Region. Some NLD (National
League for Democracy) and PDF members were hiding in the compound of the village
monastery from which they were commit destructive acts and seeking extortion from local
people and travellers in Debayi Township. Acting on a tip-off, regional security forces were sent
there by helicopter to make a surprise check.

Using local villagers as human shield, KIA and PDF troops carried out attacks from the
monastery and the security troops returned fire. They then retreated to the west and
northwest parts. Some arms and ammunition were seized.

Due to the fact that KIA and PDF used the villagers and their homes as human shield, there
were some casualties of locals. The security forces provided necessary medical treatment and
some emergency patients were sent to nearby hospitals, said the statement.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/save-the-children-condemns-school-attacks-that-caused-
deaths-of-children-in-debayin-township
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11 Schoolchildren Killed in Myanmar Air Strike, UNICEF Says

September 20, 2022 | Agence France-Presse

";T‘M; This photo taken on Sept. 17, 2022 shows a young

i victim of an air strike on a school building in Depeyin
township in Myanmar's northwest Sagaing region, a
day after an attack on the village by a Myanmar
military helicopter.

At least 11 schoolchildren died in an air strike on a
Myanmar village, according to the United Nations
children's agency, an attack the country's junta said targeted rebels hiding in the area.

U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on Tuesday condemned the strike, according to his
office, which said at least 13 people died, including the 11 students.

The Southeast Asian country has been in chaos since the military seized power in a coup
February 1, 2021, with nearly 2,300 civilians killed in a crackdown on dissent according to a
local monitoring group.

The Sagaing region in the country's northwest has experienced some of the fiercest fighting,
and clashes between anti-coup fighters and the military have seen entire villages burned down.

The U.N. children's agency UNICEF condemned Friday's violence in Depeyin township in
Sagaing.

"At least 15 children from the same school are still missing," UNICEF said in a statement issued
Monday, calling for their immediate safe release.

Guterres, who on Tuesday was hosting world leaders at the U.N. General Assembly, "strongly
condemns the attacks by Myanmar armed forces on a school in Let Yet Kone" and offered his
condolences to victims' families, his spokesman Stéphane Dujarric said in a statement.

Such attacks on schools in contravention of international humanitarian law constitute "grave
violations against children in times of armed conflict strongly condemned by the Security
Council," the Guterres spokesman said, calling for the perpetrators to be held accountable.

The junta said they had sent troops in helicopters to Let Yet Kone after receiving a tip that
fighters from the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), an ethnic rebel group, and from a local anti-
coup militia were moving weapons in the area.

The military accused the rebel fighters of using civilians as human shields and said it had seized
mines and explosives from the village.

"Security members gave necessary medical treatment and arranged to send patients to a
nearby hospital," the military said in a statement.
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Junta spokesman Zaw Min Tun on Tuesday accused the KIA of taking villagers to a monastery
and then firing on troops from there.

A villager contacted by AFP rejected the military's suggestions there were fighters in the area.

"They just attacked the school. They say someone attacked them, then they fought back but
this is not true," said the villager, who spoke on condition of anonymity for their own safety.

The villager said the military had taken away some of the bodies and detained multiple people,
including children and teachers.

ASEAN has led so far fruitless diplomatic efforts to resolve the crisis in Myanmar. The group's
leaders meet in Phnom Penh in November.

https://www.voanews.com/a/schoolchildren-killed-in-myanmar-air-strike-unicef-says-
/6756375.html

The World Must Act to Stop More Myanmar Children From Being Killed
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 September 2022

Myanmar has seen many “saddest days” since the coup. Last Friday was the latest one. At
around 1 p.m., military helicopters, MI-35s, swooped down from the sky and opened fire on
their target with their machine guns. Their target was not a battleground but a school where
about 200 young students were attending classes. The aerial attack went on for nearly one
hour, killing nine children, including two 7-year-olds, as well as six adults in the compound.

Right after the airstrikes, infantry troops encroached and attacked the school, which is located
in @ monastery in Let Yet Kone Village, Depayin, Sagaing. Two more children were killed by the
soldiers.

The roof of the school was ripped off by the airstrikes. Pieces of children’s flesh and bones were
scattered all over the place—on a fan, on the ceiling, on the walls and on the floor. Books,
schoolbags and sandals belonging to the kids were stained with their blood.

The school is seen after the junta air raid. / CJ

The parents of the victims and witnesses retold
this horror story—kids were running and hiding in
the school from the attacks; two cried out for
help to their teacher who, however, had been hit
by a shell; a boy who emerged from his hideout
to retrieve his school bag off a desk was shot
dead.
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“Just kill me, as it hurts too much,” 7-year-old Phone Tay Za, who lost a limb and was hit in the
lower part of his body, requested of his mom, who rushed to help him. He soon died.

How horribly the kids were attacked! It was just the latest military operation the ruling junta
has launched against a school campus and its innocent children.

But the cruelties didn’t end there.

The school is seen after the junta air raid. / CJ

The junta troops didn’t leave behind any of the
victims’ bodies for their families to grieve over,
including Phone Tay Za’s. In addition, they
forcibly took away 14 injured children and three
teachers, saying they would be treated at a
hospital. But their parents don’t trust the troops
and worry that their kids, too, might have died.

Villagers later found out that those killed were cremated at Ye-U cemetery the next morning,
about 11 km away, in an attempt to remove any trace of the killings.

The ruthless military regime has never spared even innocent children. Children have been
indiscriminately attacked since the military coup in February 2021. They face a living hell on a
daily basis as they are increasingly being targeted by troops in killings, bombings, burnings,
torture and arbitrary arrest.

Like their parents and other adult fellow citizens, they have no safe place in military-ruled
Myanmar. Whether at schools, in displaced camps, hospitals, religious buildings or their own
homes, they have been brutally killed, paralyzed and arrested by junta troops or found
themselves running for their lives from the junta’s assaults, airstrikes and shelling.

On the same day as the Depayin school attack, artillery strikes by junta troops killed two sisters,
aged 6 and 10, who were taking shelter at a monastery in Moebye in southern Shan State,
hundreds of kilometers from Sagaing Region.

Relatives mourn a girl killed by junta artillery at Mwe
Taw Buddhist Temple in Moebye on Friday. / Supplied

The number of such deliberate, deadly attacks and
incidents of violence perpetrated by the junta against
children mount daily as it continues its terror campaign
nationwide.

Over the past one-and-a-half years since the coup, at
. least 382 children have been killed or maimed, more
than 1,400 have been arbitrarily arrested and 142 have been tortured, according to a report
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given by the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar at a UN
Human Rights Council meeting in June. The first and youngest killed was a 6-year-old girl, Khin
Myo Chit, who was shot dead in her father’s arms after junta forces broke into their house in
Mandalay in March last year, one month after the coup. Days later, 11-year-old Aye Myat Thu
was fatally shot in the head while playing in front of her house in Mon’s State’s capital,
Mawlamyine. A 5-year-old boy, Saw Ta Blut Soe, was killed by a bomb during an airstrike in
Karen State’s Papun District in the same month.

Tom Andrews, UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, on June 29
urged the international community to take immediate action to save children from violence
perpetrated by the junta, while stressing time is running out to save Myanmar’s children.

It has been almost three months since his call. But Myanmar has seen no such action, just the
junta’s continuous brutality against children.

Children killed by regime troops.
' ‘ : The following is a list compiled by The Irrawaddy of
— - . — incidents that occurred between June 29 and Sept.
1 &Y ﬂ o B
WA g ) 5
‘k“ . L‘,, ‘ ' A 5-year-old boy was shot dead by junta soldiers in

Kantbalu Township in Sagaing Region on Sept. 17.

At least nine children were killed and several others injured by the junta’s heavy airstrikes on
their school on Sept. 16 in Let Yet Kone village, Depayin Township, Sagaing Region. Two more
children were also shot dead by the troops during a ground raid into the village. According to
locals around 17 others including three teachers and injured students were detained by the
troops.

Two sisters—aged 6 and 10—taking shelter at a monastery in Moebye on the Shan-Kayah
border were killed along with two women in a junta artillery strike on the morning of Sept. 16.

A 7-year-old boy was killed in a junta bombardment and some 100 houses and buildings were
destroyed in the southern Shan State town of Moebye on Sept. 8.

A 6-year-old boy Mg Pyae Sone and nine-month-pregnant Ma Phyu Zar Win were killed along
with two male villagers in junta airstrikes in Kawlin Township, Sagaing Region on the night of
Aug. 23.

Following two days of occupation by the military, the bodies of a 10-year-old girl and 17-year-
old boy were found along with 15 others in the village of Yin Paung Taing in Sagaing’s Yinmabin
Township in mid August. The 10-year-old girl was killed by a helicopter bomb while the 17-year-
old was shot dead by troops.
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Two teenage siblings were killed by junta forces after being detained in a raid on New Haimual
Village in Tedim Township, Chin State, on Aug. 14. Villagers said they recovered the bodies of
Mai Lal Nun Puii, 17, and Salai Lal Ruat Mawia, 15, near the village. Soldiers also set fire to
houses during the raid.

Karenni children fled the junta’s indiscriminate air strikes and attacks on Aug. 8 and 9 in the
Loikaw area.

Two children were killed and two more injured on their way back from school as junta forces
opened fire on a boat carrying schoolchildren in Paletwa Township on Aug. 2.

Sixty young children were trapped in their school when Myanmar junta helicopters including
two Russian-made MI-35 helicopters attacked Latpankyin Village in Myinmu Township, Sagaing
Region, on Aug. 1, although there had been no fighting with anti-regime forces. They

were detained by junta soldiers along with their teachers and other villagers. They were not
freed until resistance forces rescued them. At least 10 bodies of villagers were found after the
raid.

Do not be an accomplice to injustice

Khin Myo Chit, a 6-year-old girl, was shot dead by junta
e forces who broke into her family home on March 23, 2021 in
Mandalay.

It’s a sad reality that the world has turned a blind eye while
the children of Myanmar are being slain by soldiers. These
tragic incidents involving children show they have no political
will to stop the regime from killing (or at least from killing children) in Myanmar more than one
year after the coup. Their utter silence is deafening, as if they are giving time to the junta to
slaughter more children in Myanmar.

It wouldn’t be fair to say that no one has spoken out. Following the Depayin school massacre,
UNICEF and Save the Children woke up to release “statements” to offer their “deepest
condolences” and “condemned the attack in strongest possible terms” while carefully avoiding
naming the “culprit”, maybe not to offend the regime.

Given the seriousness of the latest incident, let’s see whether the international community led
by the US at the UN General Assembly will do something more effective to hold the
perpetrators of such crimes to account. They should do if they have enough empathy to
understand that the children killed in Myanmar are human beings like them, and young enough
to be their grandchildren.

The world’s inaction against Myanmar child killers makes it an accomplice to the injustice. It is
high time for the international community to begin a series of meaningful punishments of the
Myanmar regime for the sake of the innocent young boys and girls who have been slain.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/editorial/the-world-must-act-to-stop-more-myanmar-
children-from-being-killed.html

Junta soldiers defect as military loses ground in Rakhine State, Arakan Army says

The military’s ‘incompetence’ and lack of legitimacy is causing a growing number of soldiers to
surrender to the AA, a spokesperson for the armed group claims

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Sep 20, 2022
e An AA troop is seen during training in 2019 (AA Info Desk)

Several Myanmar army soldiers have recently
surrendered to the Arakan Army (AA) as the armed group
gains the upper hand in battles across northern Rakhine
and southern Chin states, AA spokesperson Khaing
Thukha said on Monday.

He explained in a press conference that the military is
“struggling” as their forces are spread across multiple fronts nationwide.

“They are not able to use as much force as they did before in battles in Rakhine State,” he
explained.

Fighting between the Myanmar military and the AA has intensified in recent weeks, with the
junta sending in hundreds of reinforcement troops and the AA seizing multiple military bases
and taking control of strategic transportation routes. Hostilities between the forces resumed
earlier this year following an informal ceasefire that began in late 2020 after two years of fierce
fighting.

The AA spokesperson claimed on Monday that as a result of the AA advances, an undisclosed
number of junta soldiers had also abandoned their posts.

“Many of them have deserted and are on the run now. Many others have already contacted us
to either flee or to surrender to us. We are planning to help them,” Khaing Thukha said, adding
that his forces would “welcome” such troops.

At the time of reporting, at least 10 Myanmar army soldiers, including officers, had recently
surrendered to the AA in Paletwa, Chin State, following battles there.

In June, the AA estimated that more than 100 junta troops had surrendered to them.

Myanmar Now is unable to independently verify the AA’s reports of junta defection.
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According to locals, a Myanmar army soldier left his post in Kyauktaw Township in May,
followed by two more in early September, along with three officers from a junta border police
outpost in Rathedaung Township.

Khaing Thukha speculated that the international isolation of the regime and its failure to gain
ground within Myanmar against the resistance were causing members of its armed forces to
lose faith in the institution.

“Everyone can see that the military has no legitimacy and no neighbouring country is helping
them. Even the junta troops are starting to lose their composure due to the military council’s
incompetence,” he said.

The military recently came under criticism by neighbouring Bangladesh, whose government has
claimed it will inform the UN if Myanmar does not cease shelling along its border with Rakhine
State. According to a September 17 report in the Dhaka Tribune, the junta has ignored the
country’s concerns.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-soldiers-defect-as-military-loses-ground-in-
rakhine-state-arakan-army-says

Myanmar Regime Reportedly Holds 100 Civilians as Human Shields in Shan State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 September 2022

Myanmar junta forces reportedly used around 100 civilians as human shields during a raid on
Monday on Moebye Town in southern Shan State.

Two Myanmar military columns with armored vehicles raided Moebye early Monday morning
at 2am, after pounding the town with artillery fire for an hour, said the Moebye-People’s
Defense Force (PDF).

The junta raid came a week after military regime forces were forced to retreat from Moebye
after taking heavy casualties during four days of intense clashes with resistance groups.

On Monday, a combined force of PDFs and ethnic armed organizations (EAOs), including the
Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF) and the Karenni Army, attacked junta soldiers trying
to raid the town.

During the firefight, two resistance fighters were killed and another suffered serious injuries,
said Moebye-PDF. Junta casualties are unknown.

Resistance groups said that regime forces used around 100 civilians trapped in two monasteries
in Moebye as human shields to deter PDF attacks.
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“People are trapped in the religious buildings. They are not allowed by junta forces to leave the
town. Regime forces are using those civilians as human shields while they are deploying there,”
a KNDF spokesperson told The Irrawaddy on Tuesday.

He added that large numbers of regime troops, many wearing civilian clothes, have deployed
across much of the town.

Moebye-PDF urged residents to be aware that fresh fighting may break out in Moebye.

Last Friday, four civilians including two children were killed in the town when junta forces
shelled a religious building sheltering displaced people, according to Mobye Rescue Team,
which helps refugees in the town.

The rescue team said also that nine displaced people were injured by regime artillery strikes.

Fierce clashes took place in Moebye from September 8 to 11 when PDFs and EAOs attacked
regime soldiers attempting to occupy the town.

Around 85 junta troops and two resistance fighters were reportedly killed in the clashes, while
some 50 resistance fighters were wounded.

An 8-year-old child was also killed and over 100 houses were destroyed by junta artillery and
airstrikes,

Regime forces have escalated their indiscriminate attacks on both civilians and resistance
targets nationwide amid near-daily attacks from PDFs and EAOs.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-reportedly-holds-100-civilians-as-
human-shields-in-shan-state.html

Moebye residents flee as junta troops return in force

A week after being forced to retreat from the southern Shan State town, the military appears to
be planning a new offensive

Esther ) | Published on Sep 20, 2022

Members of a local defence force adorn their shoes
with badges taken from junta soldiers killed in
Moebye (Karenni’s Voice)

Local defence forces based in southern Shan State say
that tensions are rising in and around the town of
Moebye as junta troops return a week after suffering
major losses there.

| Karenni's Voice
E .
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According to an officer from the Pekhon People’s Defence Force (PDF), at least 150 regime
soldiers stationed in Wari Su Palai, a village south of Moebye, entered the town late Sunday
night “in order to carry out operations.”

The officer, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said that the troops have since taken up
position in several wards of the town, which is located near the border with Karenni State.

“I heard that the junta forces are back to launch more attacks in Moebye, where they lost a
large number of weapons and troops,” he said.

He added that heavy artillery was also fired from a base in Pekhon, some 15km to the north, to
clear the way for the military column that marched into Moebye on Sunday.

It was a week earlier, on September 11, that the army was forced to pull its troops out of the
town after losing at least 60 soldiers during four days of fierce fighting with local anti-regime
groups in Moebye’s Pwel Kone Ward 3.

According to a local woman, junta troops were seen stationed in the ward again on Monday, as
well as at the Mwe Daw Monastery in Moebye’s Myoma Ward.

“They are only allowing people to leave Myoma now, not enter. And they are stopping every
vehicle on the Moebye-Pekhon road and telling them to turn back,” she said.

Last Friday, junta shelling killed four people, including two children, and injured several others
sheltering at the Mwe Daw Monastery in Myoma Ward.

Since then, most of Moebye’s roughly 30,000 inhabitants have reportedly fled in anticipation of
a further intensification of the conflict.

The bodies of regime troops lie on the ground after
clashes in Moebye in early September (KNDF)

According to the woman who spoke to Myanmar Now,
Pwel Kone Ward 3 is now completely deserted, while
only a handful of people remain in some other wards,
such as Nyaung Waing, Zay Kone, Kwat Thit, and Pwel
Kone Ward 1.

“Some people can’t flee because of their financial
hardships, or because they don’t have cars or motorcycles. Some just don’t have anywhere else
to go,” she said.

On Monday, the Moebye PDF released a statement saying that junta troops were firing heavy
artillery from a railway station between Wari Su Palai and Moebye. It also warned local civilians
to avoid highways and find safe places to stay.
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According to resistance sources, at least 100 houses in Moebye have been destroyed by shelling
or airstrikes carried out by Myanmar’s military since the start of the month.

Meanwhile, fighting has also been reported in neighbouring Loikaw Township, where three
junta troops and two members of the Karenni Nationalities Defence Force (KNDF) were killed
during clashes near the village of Padar Nyay on Saturday, according to a KNDF statement.

The statement also claimed that a total of 80 regime soldiers were killed in the second week of
September in areas where the KNDF is active, including Moebye and Karenni State’s Loikaw,
Demoso, and Hpruso townships.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/moebye-residents-flee-as-junta-troops-return-in-
force

SSPP Resists Regime’s Efforts To Force Group From Mongmit
By SHAN - September 20, 2022

Three regime soldiers are dead and five wounded during fighting with the Shan State Progress
Party (SSPP) on Huay Kham Hill, according to the armed group, which is resisting efforts by the
Burma Army (BA) to expel them out of Mongmit Township in northern Shan State.

The SSPP engaged in a nearly 30-minute battle with about 60 BA soldiers from Light Infantry
Battalion 348 and Infantry Battalion 276 on the afternoon of 17 September. The battalions had
arrived in Wan Ohn village tract from Mongmit town in the morning.

According to the Shan group, the BA told the village headman of Wan Ohn, which is close to
where the fighting happened, to tell them to leave the area on 16 September, to which they
refused.

Regime troops

Locals told SHAN on Sunday 18 September that there
was no fighting, but that more BA troops were arriving
in the village tract.

“Two military trucks carrying soldiers travelled to Huay
Kham Hill where the SSPP has also deployed more
troops,” a source told SHAN on condition of anonymity
out of concern for his security.

Following Saturday’s skirmish, he said the BA ordered the closure of several schools in Wan Ohn
and Moebon, which are both situated at the foot of Huay Kham Hill where the armed groups
are facing off. Classes in the primary school in Wan Ohn has been suspended and at the
Moebon middle school.
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SSPP SSA troops

“Both the BA and locals are well aware we have
established a presence here. Villagers won’t enter
our territory. However, we have heard the BA sent
more troops into this area and if they enter our
territory, we’ll shoot them,” a SSPP officer told

SHAN.

Top SSPP leaders attended the Federal Political Negotiation and Consultative Committee
meeting in Panghsang (aka Pangkham), the headquarters of the United Wa State Army, on 16
September.

SSPP also clashed with the regime between Moebon and Wan Ohn on July 1.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25348

Newly built bunkers, extended curfews point to tightening security in Myanmar military
capital

The developments in Naypyitaw are ‘preparations for the military’s final battle,” an officer in
the resistance movement says

Aung Zay | Published on Sep 20, 2022

A junta security outpost in Zabuthiri Township (Myanmar
Now)

The junta recently extended a curfew in Naypyitaw and built
bunkers around the military capital in what appears to be a
heightening of security measures in the city.

The construction of new police outposts, an increased
presence of troops, and additional restrictions placed on residents suggest a consolidation of
the junta’s efforts to isolate and protect the area from being targeted by resistance forces.

To this end, signs have been erected indicating that the Yazathingaha Residence, a housing
development located on the road by the same name in Ottarathiri Township, is a “restricted
area.” Families of military personnel are believed to live there, and it is even rumoured that
coup leader Min Aung Hlaing owns a home on the premises.

Entrances and exits to Yazathingaha have been enveloped in barbed wire, with outposts set up
on street corners—temporary structures surrounded by tires, sandbags and manned by armed
police. Military trucks were seen patrolling the surrounding neighbourhood on Monday
morning, local sources said.
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A notice saying “restricted area” on a street corner
connected to the Yazathingaha Residence is seen in
early September 2022 (Myanmar Now)

Vehicles have reportedly been barred from entering
areas around the President’s Office and the residences
of civil servants, as well.

\ = Meanwhile, five security posts and police bunkers line
the two-mile entrance to Naypyitaw from the Yangon-Mandalay highway. More such outposts
are reportedly present at some 15 locations around the city, including along the old road into
the council, in the ‘hotel zone,” and at various intersections.

As of September 17, the military council extended an existing curfew enacted soon after the
February 2021 coup in six of Naypyitaw’s eight townships—Tatkon, Pyinmana, Zeyathiri, Lewe,
Dekkhinathiri and Ottarathiri. The decree bars residents from leaving their homes between
midnight and 4am.

The curfew now also prohibits gatherings of more than four people as well as protests or public
speaking, according to an anonymous source inside a junta ministry in Naypyitaw, who said that
the restrictions will stand until further notice.

“The new rules are going to prevent people from gathering and giving speeches,” he told
Myanmar Now.

While a curfew had not yet been declared in the townships of Zabuthiri or Pobbathiri as of
Monday morning, the inside source said it would likely be imposed in the near future.

According to local sources, the military began constructing further bunkers in Naypyitaw in
early September, around the time that the publicly mandated National Unity Government
(NUG) announced that it would be launching an offensive war against the junta.

A family member of a police officer who was recently transferred to Naypyitaw told Myanmar
Now that with the military engaged in clashes with resistance forces elsewhere, the junta had
been forced to rely on the police for security in the capital, and were calling in reinforcements
nationwide to protect the stronghold.

“It’s like the military is trying to build a fort around their last stand,” another local said.

An individual who has been providing transportation services to the military confirmed that
bunkers and security checkpoints were becoming more common in the city, and that the
searches being carried out at these locations had become more thorough.

“They used to only ask to see your licence, but now they go through the boots of cars and the
storage compartments of motorcycles to see if there are any weapons,” he said.
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The coup regime has been rumoured to be making preparations to form a Light Infantry
Division in Naypyitaw, where a regional military command, an operations command, three
tactical bases and 10 battalions are located. Myanmar Now has not confirmed the formation of
any new military units in the area.

3

& A security checkpoint located at the corner of Yazathingaha
| Road and Shwe Kyar Pin road is seen in early September
2022 (Myanmar Now)

Ngwe Soe, an officer for military affairs within the NUG for
Naypyitaw, said that he anticipated significant military
assaults to be launched nationwide following the
consolidation of security around Naypyitaw.

“We can see that they’re increasing the number of police officers in Naypyitaw and sending the
soldiers to the frontlines,” Ngwe Soe, who is also the commander of the Naypyitaw People’s
Defence Force (PDF), said.

He claimed that junta snipers had been deployed around the city as well.

The PDF, along with allied resistance groups and ethnic armed organisations, have been
preparing to attack junta forces at close range in Naypyitaw using guerrilla tactics, he said.

“l think what we are seeing in Naypyitaw are the military’s preparations for the final battle,”
Ngwe Soe told Myanmar Now.

Fierce clashes have been taking place between the junta’s armed forces and resistance groups
in southern Shan State’s Moebye, just five hours’ drive from Naypyitaw, and where the military
has suffered significant casualties. Four civilians were also killed last week in the Myanmar army
shelling of a makeshift displaced persons camp in a Moebye monastery.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/newly-built-bunkers-extended-curfews-point-to-
tightening-security-in-myanmar-military-capital

MOFA calls in Ambassador of Bangladesh to Myanmar, clarifies firing incidents near bilateral
border

PUBLISHED 20 SEPTEMBER 2022

U Zaw Phyo Win, Director-General of the Strategic Studies and Training Department of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA), called in H.E. Mr. Manjurul Karim Khan Chowdhury,
Ambassador of Bangladesh to Myanmar, on 19 September 2022 at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in Yangon, according to a statement released by MOFA.
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During the meeting, the Director-General clarified the prevailing on ground situations regarding
the firing incidents near Myanmar-Bangladesh border in response to matters raised by the
Bangladesh side at the meetings between Myanmar Ambassador to Bangladesh and Director-
General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bangladesh.

The Director-General apprised that the AA and terrorist group ARSA attacked the
Taungpyo(Left) Border Guard Police Outpost at BP-31 with mortars on 16 September 2022
where three mortar shells landed inside Bangladesh territory. He also explained that the AA
and terrorist group ARSA again used the same weapons and attacked the Taungpyo(Right)
Border Guard Police Outpost at BP-34 on 16 and 17 September 2022 where nine mortar shells
landed into the Bangladeshi soil. The Director-General underscored the fact that the AA and
terrorist group ARSA have been deliberately carrying out such attacks to cause negative
consequences on the existing cordial bilateral relations between Myanmar and Bangladesh.

The Director-General further stated that while taking the necessary security measures close to
the border with utmost caution, the Myanmar side always abides by bilateral agreements and
international norms as well as respects the integrity and sovereignty of all nations, including
Bangladesh. The Director-General expressed that the Myanmar side will cooperate with the
Bangladesh side to maintain tranquility of the border area and stressed the significance of full
and reciprocal cooperation from the Bangladesh side.

The Director-General recalled that on 7 September 2022, the Bangladeshi side was notified of
the information of the trenches and bases of the AA and ARSA terrorists located inside
Bangladesh through diplomatic channel and reiterated Myanmar’s call to take necessary and
immediate actions to investigate on the ground and dismantle those structures and bases.
Later, he handed over a non-paper containing true facts of the incidents to the Bangladeshi
Ambassador.

The actual account of the firing incidents near the Myanmar-Bangladesh border was published
in daily newspapers of Myanmar, issued on 18 September 2022 as well as notified to the
Bangladesh side by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs through diplomatic channel on 7 September
and 17 September 2022, respectively.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/mofa-calls-in-ambassador-of-bangladesh-to-myanmar-
clarifies-firing-incidents-near-bilateral

Malaysian Foreign Minister Meets With Myanmar’s Parallel Civilian Govt
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 September 2022

Malaysia’s foreign minister met with representatives of Myanmar’s parallel National Unity
Government (NUG) in New York on Monday ahead of the United Nations General Assembly.
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The meeting makes Malaysia the first country from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) to publicly and personally receive delegates from the NUG, an umbrella organization
for the resistance movement that has been trying to topple the military regime in Myanmar
since last year.

The minister, Saifuddin Abdullah, hosted the NUG’s deputy foreign minister, U Moe Zaw Oo, as
well as U Aung Kyi Nyunt, who is chairperson of the Committee Representing Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw (CRPH)—the NUG’s parliamentary body—and a representative of the National Unity
Consultative Council (NUCC), a body formed to bring together forces opposed to the regime.
The meeting was joined by NUG-appointed Myanmar Ambassador to the UN U Kyaw Moe Tun
and two other NUG ministers, U Aung Myo Min and U Htin Lin Aung.

In a tweet, Saifuddin Abdullah said the participants discussed the latest developments in
Myanmar. He met with NUG Foreign Minister Daw Zin Mar Aung in May.

The Monday meeting in New York came shortly before the UNGA. The Myanmar issue will be
the sole focus of a number of meetings, and will be discussed at some others, where Malaysia’s
perspective on the country will be raised.

The specific meetings on Myanmar include those with the European Union (EU) High
Representative for Foreign Affairs on Sept. 20; the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
Contact Group on Rohingya Muslims of Myanmar on Sept. 21; and the Informal ASEAN Foreign
Ministers Meeting on Sept. 22.

“Malaysia will listen to the updates on what is really happening in Myanmar from the
representatives of the people of Myanmar, exchange notes, and discuss the next steps [led by
the people of Myanmar], and how Malaysia can be of assistance,” the foreign minister said,
Bernama News reported.

Myanmar has been socially and politically devastated by last year’s military coup. A vast
majority of the country’s people have resisted military rule and the regime is unable to control
the country due to widespread popular armed resistance. So far the junta has killed more than
2,000 people for opposing it.

Following the coup, the NUG was formed by elected lawmakers from the ousted National
League for Democracy (NLD) and their ethnic allies to challenge the regime at home and
abroad, commanding the loyalty of the vast majority of Myanmar people. The regime has
branded the NUG as a terrorist organization.

In the wake of the coup and subsequent violence, ASEAN adopted a five-point peace plan for
Myanmar in April 2021 urging the junta to immediately end the violence in the country and to
hold an inclusive political dialogue, among other steps. The regime has failed to implement the
plan. As a result, relations between the regional grouping and the junta have turned sour, with
the regime’s leadership barred from attending summits since last year.

Page 20 of 74



Among ASEAN member states, Malaysia has been particularly critical of the regime.

In May, Saifuddin Abdullah attracted the regime’s ire by commenting that a move by ASEAN to
informally engage the NUG “may be conceivable, especially on how humanitarian aid to the
people of Myanmar who are still in their country can be delivered.”

On his meeting with the NUG foreign minister, he said it was “to express Malaysia’s support
and solidarity with the people of Myanmar and stand ready to work towards restoring peace
and democracy in Myanmar.”

ASEAN, meanwhile, has been criticized for its peace plan for Myanmar, as it has proved to be
ineffective.

Saifuddin Abdullah said Malaysia will propose that ASEAN undertake a serious review of the
plan to see whether it is still relevant and if it should be replaced with something better ahead
of the bloc’s summit in November.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/malaysian-foreign-minister-meets-with-myanmars-
parallel-civilian-govt.html

Malaysia to push ASEAN for swift decision on Myanmar 5-point consensus

Saifuddin Abdullah says he’s dissatisfied with ASEAN’s engagement with the Burmese
opposition.

By Shailaja Neelakantan for BenarNews | 2022.09.20

Malaysian Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah (left)
and Thai Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
Don Pramudwinai attend a news conference in
Bangkok, Aug. 10, 2022. Reuters

Kuala Lumpur plans to press ASEAN into deciding the
fate of its five-point consensus on Myanmar before
the regional bloc’s summit in November, Malaysian
Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah said Monday in
New York on the eve of high-level proceedings at the U.N. General Assembly.

By November the bloc will need to decide whether the consensus its leaders had agreed on
with Myanmar in April 2021 should be junked, said Malaysia’s outspoken top diplomat, who
has consistently taken the lead on post-coup Myanmar issues at the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations.

Saifuddin spoke to reporters as part of a panel after he met with Burmese opposition
members in New York. Monday’s meeting took place amid reports that the junta forces had
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fired on a village school in Myanmar’s Sagaing region, killing at least seven children, in what
appeared to be the deadliest incident involving children since last year’s military coup.

Saifuddin questioned the validity of the consensus.

“Between now and November ASEAN must seriously review if the 5-point consensus is still
relevant and decide if it is still relevant. By the time we meet in November, we must ask hard
guestions and have an answer,” Saifuddin said as he addressed reporters afterwards at
Malaysia’s diplomatic mission to the United Nations.

“If it is not working we have to decide what’s next. We cannot go in November and then
start talking about it. We have to do the groundwork now.”

The Myanmar military meanwhile has blithely ignored the five-point consensus it agreed to
with ASEAN last year, one of the main points of which was an end to violence. Its forces have
also killed more nearly 2,300 people since the generals seized power by toppling an elected
government on Feb. 1, 2021.

In July, Saifuddin had raised the prospect of scrapping the consensus to resolve Myanmar’s
post-coup crisis, after the Burmese junta “made a mockery” of it by executing four political
prisoners.

The consensus had called for an end to violence; constructive dialogue among all parties; the
mediation of such talks by a special ASEAN envoy; the provision of ASEAN-coordinated
humanitarian assistance and a visit to Myanmar by an ASEAN delegation to meet with all
parties.

Activists and analysts have lambasted the Southeast Asian bloc for the failed five-point plan
to restore democracy to Myanmar, because the junta and its leader, Senior Gen. Min Aung
Hlaing, have ignored every point they agreed to 17 months ago at an emergency ASEAN
summit in Jakarta.

On Monday, the ASEAN Parliamentarians for Human Rights called the five-point consensus
an “unmitigated failure.”

“We have to develop a new model, the way forward is the NUG should be a part of this,”
said APHR Chairperson and Malaysian MP Charles Santiago, who attended the press briefing
with Saifuddin.

“The NUG has no role to play in the existing model, but now the NUG should be part of the
rebuilding of Myanmar,” Santiago added.

The NUG, or the National Unity Government, is the parallel civilian government of Myanmar.
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On Monday, Saifuddin also expressed his disappointment with the extent of ASEAN’s
dialogue with the Myanmar opposition, namely the NUG and the NUCC, a body of opposition
stakeholders.

“Malaysia is not satisfied with the engagement [of ASEAN with the NUG and NUCC] because
we have made this call months ago that ASEAN should engage with the NUG and NUCC,” he
said.

“There must be consultation between ASEAN and stakeholders, with a clear endgame and
the endgame is return to democracy in Myanmar.”

Malaysia was the first ASEAN member to officially contact Myanmar’s shadow, civilian
government.

Saifuddin said the NUG in recent months had worked to bring together all the ethnic
communities of Myanmar.

“In the past few months, the NUG has done a wonderful job of confidence building in all
stakeholders. We have probably not seen such unity among all stakeholders ever,” he said.

“ASEAN must engage with the NUG, and this is something we will again bring up on the
22nd,” he said.

ASEAN foreign ministers are scheduled to meet informally Sept. 22 on the sidelines of the
U.N. General Assembly.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/malaysia-asean-09202022065957.html

‘We must continue to amplify the voices of our people’: Myanmar UN Rep
The shadow government envoy discusses expectations for the 77th General Assembly.

By Soe San Aung for RFA Burmese | 2022.09.20

Kyaw Moe Tun, Myanmar permanent representative
to the UN, makes the three-finger salute of
opposition to the junta during an interview with RFA.
RFA

In December 2021, the United Nations Credentials
Committee announced that it would indefinitely
postpone a decision on who will represent Myanmar
at the world body decision, allowing Ambassador Kyaw Moe Tun of the country’s shadow
National Unity Government (NUG) to retain his seat at the world body. The move was widely

fil
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viewed as a serious blow to the legitimacy of Myanmar’s junta, which seized control of the
country in a coup 10 months earlier.

In the lead-up to the high-level General Debate of the 77th session of the U.N. General
Assembly, which kicked off on Tuesday in New York City, RFA Burmese reporter Soe San Aung
spoke with the NUG envoy about his expectations for the global gathering.

The following are excerpts from an interview in Burmese.

RFA: Can you talk about the prospects of the NUG being officially accepted [as Myanmar’s
government] by the U.N. General Assembly?

Kyaw Moe Tun: Let’s take a look first at last year’s situation. The [junta] submitted a
nomination proposal to the U.N. Credentials Committee and the NUG did the same last year.
The Credentials Committee, after serious discussions, decided to defer the issue for a later
date. And now, both sides have done the same again, sending their proposals. We haven’t
heard anything yet about the Credentials Committee holding any discussions on the issue.
Last year, | had to continue my tenure because the Committee deferred the Myanmar
credentials issue. It’s a bit too early to predict what will come.

RFA: What are your hopes for this year?

Kyaw Moe Tun: This seat is critical for our country because from here, from this seat, we can
convey the voices and wishes of our people to the international community in various ways,
as you have seen in the past year. We have always said this credentials issue is one of the
steps of our main objectives, that is, to regain democracy for our country, to bring down the
brutal military dictatorship and to establish a democratic union. Winning this credentials
issue will bring us a step closer to our goals. The more the international community can hear
the voices of our people, the more appreciation, the more recognition, we will get from the
international community. The words at the beginning of the U.N. Charter - “We, the people
of the United Nations,” demonstrate that the desires and wishes of the people are one of
the cornerstones of the U.N. And so, the more the international community can hear the
voices of our people, the closer we will get to achieving our goals.

RFA: Will Myanmar have a chance to address the heads of state of the U.N. member
countries at the General Assembly?

Kyaw Moe Tun: On the agenda for Sept. 26, they have included Myanmar with the words
“CD” in parentheses, meaning that the head of delegation, though he is not of ministerial
level, will address the Assembly. It was like that last year, too, but we were not able to give a
policy speech during the general debate at that time. We will have to wait and see what will
happen this year.

RFA: How much do you think the United Nations can help solve our country’s political crisis
diplomatically?
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Kyaw Moe Tun: We have made many demands but we haven’t seen the results we had
hoped for. We have asked the U.N. to apply the Responsibility to Protect (R2P) principle [to
end mass atrocity crimes] since the spring of 2021. We pleaded with the member countries
to help our people, who are powerless against the brutal military junta’s use of jet fighters
and helicopter gunships to bomb and attack civilians and burn their villages. We made calls
on the U.N. to set up no-fly zones, but our demands were not met. There are some who
guestion why we should ask for something we cannot get. But it is our duty to make these
requests, and whether we get what we want or not depends on [the U.N.]. Whatever
happens, we must continue our efforts to amplify the voices of our people for the
international community.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/representative-09202022230138.html

Myanmar Junta to Receive New Russian Jet Fighters
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 September 2022

Myanmar will likely see more civilian deaths as Russia will soon deliver new Sukhoi SU-30SM jet
fighters to the military regime that is employing deadly airstrikes against civilians and resistance
forces.

Junta spokesperson Major General Zaw Min Tun said on Tuesday that coup leader Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing personally inspected the production and testing of the planes at the
Irkustsk Aviation Plant during his visit to Russia this month.

“They all will be delivered soon,” said the junta chief.

Russia has been assembling the six fighter jets for Myanmar under a contract worth around
USS$204 million that was signed in 2018.

The first two jets were delivered in March this year, so the remaining four will likely be
delivered soon.

Myanmar’s military has long been a patron of Russian military hardware. Russia is also one of
the few countries Min Aung Hlaing can visit, as most nations have shunned him and his regime
since last year’s coup, which was followed by bloody crackdowns that have killed over 2,000
civilians so far.

Min Aung Hlaing has visited Russia three times since the military takeover and is a fan of
Russian weapons saying “I like them”.

Stockholm’s International Peace Research Institute said that Russia also sold US$247 million
worth of arms to Myanmar between 2015 and 2021.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-takes-delivery-of-two-su-30-fighter-jets-from-russia.html

Among the hardware purchased by Myanmar’s military are MiG-29 fighter jets, Yak-130 combat
trainers, Mi-17, Mi-24 and Mi-35 combat helicopters and other weapons.

The regime’s revelation of the impending delivery of new warplanes comes as Myanmar is
mourning the death of 11 school children, some as young as seven, killed last Friday in junta
airstrikes and ground assaults on a monastic school in Sagaing Region.

Witnesses said that Russian-made MI-35 helicopters opened fire on the school, which the
regime claimed was harboring resistance fighters, an accusation rejected by local people.

Amnesty International has documented eight airstrikes on villages and a refugee camp in Kayah
and Karen states in southeast Myanmar in the first three months of 2022. The attacks, which
killed nine civilians and injured at least nine more, destroyed homes and religious buildings. In
almost all the documented attacks, civilians are the only people who appear to have been
present.

The arrival of new Russian SU-30M jets comes also as the junta is increasingly reliant on air
power to attack resistance forces, as its ground troops suffer defeats and defections. The
regime is also using airstrikes against ethnic armed organizations like the Arakan Army in
western Myanmar, where the junta is struggling to control the region.

On Friday, the United Nations (UN) Human Rights Office called on countries to do more to
prevent weapons and revenue from reaching the regime, while urging UN member states to
impose a ban on arms sales to Myanmar.

While the United States and other western democracies have imposed sanctions on the regime,
countries like Russia and China are continuing to supply military hardware to the junta.

The UN Human Rights Office said on Friday in its report that while Russia had supplied fighter
jets and armored vehicles to the regime, China had also sent fighter and transport planes. Other
countries like Serbia have provided rockets and artillery shells, while India has provided a
remote air defence station.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-to-receive-new-russian-jet-
fighters.html
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