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NLD official, supporter die in custody of Myanmar authorities

Twante NLD supporter dies in custody two days after her arrest
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AA Outpost Attack Sparks Heavy Myanmar Junta Shelling: Residents
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NLD official, supporter die in custody of Myanmar authorities
Zaw Myo Win and Khin Myo Nwe both died shortly after their arrest in recent weeks.
By RFA Burmese | 2022.09.16

Zaw Myo Win, NLD party secretary of the Uttara Thiri township, in an
undated photo. Naypyidaw NLD

An official from Myanmar’s deposed National League for Democracy
(NLD) and one of the party’s supporters have died in two separate
incidents in recent weeks while in the custody of junta authorities,
friends and family members told RFA Burmese on Friday.

Zaw Myo Win, NLD party secretary for Uttara Thiri township in the
capital Naypyidaw, and Khin Myo Nwe, an NLD party supporter from Yangon region’s
Twantay township, both died shortly after their arrest, sources said.

Zaw Myo Win, also known as Ko Gyi, died on Sept. 13 in Mandalay region’s Pyin Oo Lwin
township, a party member close to his family told RFA, speaking on condition of anonymity
due to security concerns.

“He had been in hiding for some time. The army said they shot him when he tried to flee on
a motorcycle,” the party member said.

“What we know is he was arrested when [police and soldiers] were checking guest lists [at
peoples’ homes]. ... We heard the tragic news that he died after being arrested there. We
haven’t been able to get his body back either.”

The party member told RFA that only Zaw Myo Win’s phone, registration card, and some
personal items were returned to the family.

Fellow party members described the party secretary as “a core member of the NLD ... [who]
carried out the party's work with devotion” and said he was known as “a friend of the
people.”

Zaw Myo Win had been hiding in Pyin Oo Lwin township since shortly after the military
seized power in a Feb. 1, 2021, coup, they said.

Interrogation death

Similarly, Khin Myo Nwe, a 44-year-old NLD supporter from Yangon’s Zee Phyu Kone village,
was arrested in the region’s Twantay township on Aug. 27 and died during interrogation two
days later, a resident of the town told RFA.

“She fell unconscious during a brutal interrogation and died soon after arriving at the
hospital,” said the resident, who declined to be named, citing fear of reprisal.
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“She was one of about 30 people who were arrested on suspicion by police following the
killing of six people from the [Zee Phyu Kone village] administrator's office.”

The six were killed when unknown gunmen fired at their car as it returned from the Twantay
Township Administration Office on Aug. 22. Khin Myo Nwe was among the residents of Zee
Phyu Kone who were later taken into custody by the military for questioning, the resident
said.

Khin Myo Nwe “was not an NLD member” but supported the party’s mandate following its
landslide victory in Myanmar’s November 2020 election, they added.

As of Friday, the junta had yet to issue any statements regarding the two deaths in custody.

According to Thailand’s Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, security forces in
Myanmar have killed 2,276 civilians and arrested more than 15,500 since last year’s coup,
mostly during peaceful anti-junta protests.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/deaths-09162022155727.html

Twante NLD supporter dies in custody two days after her arrest

The victim was one of at least 50 people detained last month in connection with the killing of
four local administrators

Han Thit | Published on Sep 16, 2022
Kawhmu Township in Yangon is seen in June 2022 (Myanmar Now)

A woman detained following an attack on junta-appointed
administrators in Yangon Region’s Twante Township late last
month died after two days in custody, according to her family.

The victim, 40-year-old Khin Myo Nwe, was one of at least 50
people arrested over a seven-day period in connection with the shooting death of four local
administrators, a suspected junta informant and their driver on August 22.

Her family said that she was taken in for questioning on August 27 and declared dead two days
later. No cause of death was ever given, they added.

A friend of the family said that they were permitted to see her body at the Mingaladon Military
Hospital in Yangon on August 30, but only under strict conditions.

“They weren’t allowed to see her injuries, and their phones were taken away from them. We
still don’t know when the body will be released for cremation,” the friend said.
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The mother of four from the village of Zee Phyu Khone was said to be a strong supporter of the
National League for Democracy (NLD), the party ousted from power by last year’s military coup.

According to local residents, two men also died in custody following their arrest last month—
Kyaw Oo, 30, of Zee Phyu Khone, and Gaung Gyi, also 30, from the neighbouring village of
Kywel Thalin.

No further details regarding the victims was available at the time of reporting.

Kyi Aye, a 40-year-old woman who was arrested at the same time as Khin Myo Nwe, was also
reportedly admitted to hospital in Twante after suffering severe injuries while in detention,
sources said.

“We heard that they burned an empty plastic bottle and dripped hot plastic onto her body. Her
legs were also badly beaten with iron rods,” said one local, adding that the woman’s current
condition and whereabouts were unknown.

At least 10 of the people arrested in the township last month are still in regime custody,
according to residents.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/twante-nld-supporter-dies-in-custody-two-days-
after-her-arrest

Imprisoned Monywa activist facing new criminal charge carrying death sentence

Wai Moe Naing was already facing a potential prison term of nearly three decades when the
Myanmar junta levied its most serious charge against him yet—for treason

Esther J | Published on Sep 16, 2022

Wai Moe Naing speaks with protesters in Monywa, Sagaing
Region (The Monywa Gazette)

The junta recently filed an additional charge for treason against
Wai Moe Naing—a Monywa-based protest leader already
serving 10 years in prison—which is expected to be accompanied
by a death sentence if he is convicted.

His mother, Moe Sandar Kyu, said that the allegations that he violated Section 122 of the Penal
Code were handed down on September 8.

Wai Moe Naing was already found guilty in a military court of five counts of incitement.

Among the 26-year-old’s many outstanding charges—totalling 28 years in prison if convicted—
are allegations that he had ties to an “unlawful association” in violation of Section 17(1) of the
Penal Code and that he committed other treasonous acts that violate Section 124.
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The charges are concerning Wai Moe Naing’s affiliation with the Committee Representing the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, a group of elected MPs ousted in the February 2021 coup and challenging
the junta’s claims of legitimacy.

His mother explained that these may now be dropped to make way for the recent, more serious
charge.

“Because they added the Section 122 charge, which includes both of the former charges, he will
no longer be facing the other charges,” she explained, adding that his hearing for the new
treason case is scheduled for September 22.

“Lawyers from Monywa do not want to take on his case anymore, so we have had to hire
lawyers from Mandalay. But one of them was arrested and one was forced into hiding,” Moe
Sandar Kyu explained. “Because we can’t ensure the lawyers’ security, we will no longer be
hiring any more of them.”

She will be testifying on her son’s behalf for another Section 505 charge on September 20, a
case brought forward after Wai Moe Naing led an April 2021 motorcycle rally in his Sagaing
Region hometown.

Wai Moe Naing was arrested during this protest after being hit by a car driven by junta
personnel. The day after he was captured, the regime published a photo of Wai Moe Naing in
custody with a bruised eye and swollen face, prompting fears that he had been tortured.

He was chair of the Monywa University Student Union from 2014 to 2015, and is also a member
of Monywa’s General Strike Committee and the Sagaing Regional Youth Committee.

The junta has sentenced 126 prisoners to death since the coup, and executed four men in July
of this year. Among them were 88-generation protest leader Ko Jimmy and former National
League for Democracy parliamentarian and beloved musician Phyo Zayar Thaw.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/imprisoned-monywa-activist-facing-new-criminal-

charge-carrying-death-sentence

AA Outpost Attack Sparks Heavy Myanmar Junta Shelling: Residents
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 September 2022

Clashes broke out between Myanmar’s military and the Arakan Army (AA) in Paletwa Township,
Chin State, on Thursday after an attack on a junta outpost.

The AA attacked the hilltop base near Temawa village to the east of the Kaladan River in a pre-
dawn raid.
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Junta troops at Meewa Hill and near Tinma village shelled the area and tensions remain high in
the township, according to residents.

“Deafening shelling started this morning. | heard the AA seized the Temawa outpost,” a Paletwa
resident told The Irrawaddy on Thursday.

The regime bombed the hill with a fighter jet and a helicopter on Thursday, according to
residents.

The Temawa outpost overlooks the Paletwa-Kyauktaw gravel road. Tarring was abandoned
after fighting broke out in 2018.

The two sides also clashed in Taungup Township, Rakhine State, on Friday when AA fighters
attacked junta troops loading food onto a ship at Shwe Lin Yone jetty.

A Taungup resident told The Irrawaddy that shelling was audible.

The new jetty in western Taungup was built by the regime after last year’s coup for trade with
Bangladesh.

Since early August the AA has been fighting junta troops in northern Maungdaw Township and
Paletwa. The ethnically Rakhine armed group has reportedly seized five junta outposts in
Paletwa and two in Maungdaw, along with many weapons.

The AA on Wednesday warned that major clashes could break out across Rakhine as the regime
is bringing in reinforcements and weapons by military ships, trucks and helicopters but also
civilian ferries and buses. AA troops would carry out security checks, it announced.

The group instructed bus and ferry operators to report their timetables, warning that it would
not take responsibility for unreported boats and buses.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/aa-outpost-attack-sparks-heavy-myanmar-junta-
shelling-residents.html

Military uses waterways to step up Maungdaw operations as Arakan Army seizes territory

As the Arakan Army takes control of roads and bases, hundreds of junta reinforcements are
sent by ship to the northern Rakhine State township

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Sep 16, 2022

The Arakan Army (AA) overran a military base in northern Rakhine State’s Maungdaw on
Thursday evening, one day after some 500 junta reinforcement troops were sent to the
township by boat to avoid AA-controlled land routes.
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Several junta soldiers seen near the Buthidaung portin
August 2017 (STR/AFP via Getty Image)

The Mee Taik village base, located near Milestone 37 of
the Myanmar-Bangladesh border fence and two miles
east of Taungpyo town, was seized by the AA in an intense
20-minute exchange of fire, according to a source close to
the ethnic armed organisation.

“The battle was very serious. We could hear machine guns and automatic rifles going off, and
heavy weapons,” the source said.

Employing military airstrikes and shelling in an attempt to stop the AA advance, the 100 soldiers
stationed at Mee Taik were still forced to retreat, locals said.

“The military was firing heavy artillery from Taungpyo. A junta aircraft was also seen leaving
Buthidaung Township and heading towards the battle,” a local man told Myanmar Now, adding
that the residents of Mee Taik village had fled their homes when the fighting began.

Mee Taik is the third Maungdaw base that the AA has managed to seize in the last two weeks.
The armed group also maintains control over several main roads in the region. The junta has
responded by using boats to transport its troops and supplies to northern Rakhine State.

“We have heard that the AA has control over the majority of places in northern Maungdaw
Township, so the military can’t come overland anymore,” another local man said.

One day before the Mee Taik base was attacked by the AA, residents of the state capital of
Sittwe said that they saw some 500 Myanmar army soldiers heading up the Rakhine coast
towards Maungdaw. The three marine vessels carrying them reportedly left the Shwe Mingan
port that night.

The Kissapanadi ships used to transport the soldiers were donated by Japan to Myanmar for
public use starting in 2017, despite reports that they were most recently used for military
purposes.

The vessels were seen stopping in the Kanyin Chaung Economic Zone in Maungdaw, then
continuing towards Taungpyo.

Local military council officials reportedly summoned Sittwe ferry owners to a meeting on
Thursday, calling for a halt to operations, according to local sources.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify this at the time of reporting, but at least one
local company subsequently announced the cancellation of trips due citing orders from the
junta-run marine administration department.
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While Myanmar Now was not able to reach AA spokesperson Khaing Thukha for comment on
the developments in northern Rakhine, the armed group released a statement warning that the
military had been sending reinforcements using both marine vessels and civilian vehicles, and
that starting on Wednesday the AA would be conducting searches on both land and water in an
attempt to intercept these movements.

They warned that battles could escalate in northern Rakhine if the junta troops arrived.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-uses-waterways-to-step-up-maungdaw-
operations-as-arakan-army-seizes-territory

Myanmar Junta Blocks UN and Humanitarian Access in Northern Rakhine State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 September 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has ordered the United Nations (UN) and international NGOs
operating in six townships of Rakhine State to halt their operations, as access to those areas has
been temporarily blocked due to escalating clashes between junta forces and local ethnic
armed organization the Arakan Army (AA).

An internal memo sent to an aid agency working in western Myanmar’s Rakhine State said that
access to the townships of Buthidaung, Maungdaw, Rathedaung, Mrauk-U, Minbya, and
Myebon has been temporarily blocked by the junta since Thursday “until further notice”.

Regime forces and the AA have been fighting in northern Rakhine State and neighboring
Paletwa Township in Chin State since last month.

“They [the regime] indicated that no movement or distribution will be allowed in those
townships. In other townships, only the distribution of Non-Food Items (NFls) will be allowed,”
the memo said, adding that the block on humanitarian operations will have huge implications
for the local population and that there are also staff safety and security concerns.

The block on movement and aid distribution came one day after the AA announced on
Wednesday that it would now check all vehicles [land and water] for security reasons, as the
junta has been reinforcing and resupplying its forces by all means, including using civilian
transport.

“We have to carry out these checks as there is the possibility of more heavy fighting throughout
Rakhine given the growing intensity of clashes in Rakhine and Paletwa,” the AA’s
announcement warned.

In recent weeks, the Myanmar military has lost two outposts to the AA, including one near the
border with Bangladesh in Maungdaw Township. Since then the junta has been launching air
and artillery strikes in northern Rakhine and Paletwa Township in Chin State.
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On Thursday, the junta-controlled Department of Inland Water Transport ordered boat
companies to halt their services to the six townships affected.

Earlier this month, the UN’s Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) said
in a statement that an escalation in fighting across Rakhine State and in Paletwa Township is
driving an increase in the number of displaced people and creating a growing humanitarian
crisis.

Security has been tightened in many areas across the state, with waterways and roads blocked
in northern Rakhine, while the transportation of medical supplies and food into Paletwa has
been restricted.

“These measures have limited people’s movement and are obstructing the delivery of
humanitarian assistance,” said UNOCHA in the statement.

As of September 5, almost 9,600 people had been newly displaced within Rakhine and Paletwa
Township, according to UN figures, bringing the total number of people displaced by past and
present conflict between the AA and the Myanmar military across Rakhine and Paletwa to
nearly 84,000.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-blocks-un-and-humanitarian-access-
in-northern-rakhine-state.html

Myanmar Ethnic Armies AA and UWSA Leaders Meet to Build Relations
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 September 2022

New leaders of the United Wa State Army (UWSA) and deputy commander-in-chief of the
Arakan Army Brigadier General Nyo Tun Aung recently met in Mongla, eastern Shan State.

Brig-Gen Nyo Tun Aung, 41, traveled from the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) headquarters in
Laiza to Mongla to meet the UWSA’s new deputy leader, Bao Ai Chan, also known as Bao
Junping, 41.

Arakan Army deputy commander-in-chief Brigadier
General Nyo Tun Aung.

Bao Ai Chan is a nephew of long-time UWSA chairman
Bao Youxiang and was promoted to deputy commander-
in-chief UWSA in August. Bao Youxiang’s son, Bao Ai
Kham, who is in his 30s, was appointed deputy general

secretary.

The new Wa leaders are well-educated and speak fluent Burmese and Chinese while older
leaders spoke only Wa and Chinese, according to sources.
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The Wa media said the meeting aimed to establish personal ties between the allies and deepen
cooperation.

The AA has been fighting for federal power in Rakhine State and refused to attend peace talks
with junta chief Min Aung Hlaing. Myanmar’s military and the AA agreed an informal ceasefire
ahead of the November 2020 general election after around two years of fighting in Rakhine
State and neighboring Paletwa Township in Chin State.

But fighting has recently broken out across much of Rakhine State and in Paletwa.

The regime is conducting air strikes against the AA in Maungdaw Township near the
Bangladeshi border. The AA might have asked the UWSA for tactical advice and anti-aircraft
weapons, according to observers.

UWSA liaison officer Nyi Rang in Lashio, Shan State, told The Irrawaddy that he could not give
details of the meeting.

A UWSA parade in April 2019 to mark the 30th
anniversary of its ceasefire with Myanmar’s government.

The UWSA has reportedly held similar meetings with the
powerful Ta’ang National Liberation Army and Myanmar
National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA).

An ethnic affairs analyst said: “The meeting aimed to
build ties between younger leaders of the UWSA and AA.
As the AA leadership is also young, there can be closer cooperation. The UWSA sees the AA as
important, partly because it could offer access to the Indian Ocean.”

A UWSA parade in April 2019 to mark the 30th
anniversary of its ceasefire with Myanmar’s
government.

The AA might have requested weapons and ammunition
from the UWSA, said the analyst.

“The KIA has previously supplied the AA but the KIA has
to supply the resistance groups now and also fight the
regime. So the AA might be looking for new sources,” he added.

A Rakhine politician, who asked for anonymity, said: “There are no discussions with the regime.
The UWSA, MNDAA and KIA helped create the AA. The AA is happy to build an alliance with the
UWSA and does not worry about souring its relations with the regime. It keeps chasing its
ambition no matter what others think.”
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Displaced Children Among Civilians Killed in Myanmar Junta Shell Strike
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 16 September 2022

Four displaced civilians, including two children, were killed on Friday morning when a Myanmar
junta shell hit a temple in Moebye, southern Shan State, according to rescuers.

A junta shell hit the Mwe Taw temple in the town amid ongoing clashes with resistance groups
and the Karenni National Defense Force (KNDF), the Moebye Rescue Team said.

Two girls, aged six and 10, were killed.

“The shells were fired where no clashes had taken place to deliberately kill civilians,” said a
team member.

The rescue group said at least 3,000 people had been displaced in Moebye. Friday’s shelling
would probably increase the numbers leaving their homes although they did not know where
safe to go, the group said.

Since clashes re-erupted in Moebye on September 8, at least five people have been killed and
more than 20 injured. A seven-year-old was killed when a shell hit Ave Mater Dei Catholic
church in Moebye.

Mwe Taw temple after being hit by a junta shell on Friday.

Since September 8, the junta has used regular airstrikes
and many Moebye residents have taken shelter in religious
buildings and schools.

“They know civilians are hiding in churches, monasteries
and pagodas but they continue to attack. It is shameful and
they will pay for it,” said Khu Re Du, a KNDF spokesman.

About 300 people were sheltering at Mwe Taw temple on
Thursday but most had now left amid fears of further
fighting, residents said.

At least 100 houses and religious buildings had been
destroyed by the junta.

The Karenni Human Rights Group has reported at least 260 civilian causalities in neighboring
Kayah State since the 2021 coup.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/displaced-children-among-civilians-killed-in-
myanmar-junta-shell-strike.html

Army shelling kills 4 civilians, including 2 children, in Myanmar’s Shan State

They were among 300 seeking shelter in a monastery in Moebye township.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.09.16

A woman injured by military artillery shelling at Mway
Taw monastery in Moebye township on Sept. 16. Moebye
Rescue Team

Rescue teams and locals say shelling by junta forces
killed two men and two young sisters in Shan State’s
Ll sl Moebye township on Friday.

The four were among around 300 people who had sought refuge in the township’s Mway
Taw Monastery.

A shell hit the monastery at around 6 a.m. Friday, killing the two men in their fifties and two
sisters aged seven and 10. The four died on the spot and nine others were critically injured,
an official of the Moebye Rescue Team (MRT) told RFA.

“The sound of heavy artillery shelling could be heard last night and a shell landed at the
monastery this morning,” said the man, who did not want to be named for safety reasons.

“When people hear the sound of gunfire and shelling here they hide in the monastery and
churches as they think they are safe hiding places.”

The names of the dead and injured have not been released due to concerns over the safety
of their family members.

The injured, one woman and eight men, are undergoing medical treatment, the MRT official
said.

There had been fierce fighting between junta troops and People’s Defense Forces (PDFs) in
Moebye in early September but it had eased since Monday.

Moebye resident Thit Sar told RFA he thought military council forces targeted the monastery
because they knew people were sheltering there.

“There has been no fighting these days. | don’t know why they are not satisfied,” he said.

“Then they fired artillery shells. | think it was a deliberate shot.”
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The Moebye PDF issued a warning Thursday, telling people to be careful as junta troops
were shelling the township in order to take control of it.

RFA phoned Aung Win Oo, the State Administration Council’s Spokesman for Kayah State,
directly across the border from Moebye township, but he did not answer.

On Sept. 9, a five-year-old child was killed and a man was injured in Moebye during a military
airstrike by junta forces.

Karenni Civil Organizations announced on Thursday, that more than 100 homes had been
flattened by heavy artillery fire in Moebye on Sept. 9 alone.

According to a Progressive Karenni People’s Force (PKPF) statement on Sept. 1 a total of 322
civilians had been killed across Kayah state, along with Moebye and Pekon in Shan State, in
the 19 months since the military coup.

The PKPF said 151 members of People’s Defense Forces (PDFs) and 1,499 junta troops were
killed in the fighting and 1,180 homes and 25 religious buildings were destroyed by the
military.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/army-shelling-kills-4-09162022064749.html|

| reported on the military’s abuses, and then | became a victim

SEPTEMBER 16, 2022 | By YE MON | FRONTIER

= Ye Mon looks out from a balcony in Thailand in September.
e (Frontier)

In a rare first-hand account, Frontier journalist Ye Mon recounts
being beaten and sexually abused by regime soldiers in December
2021 after being detained at Yangon International Airport.

| couldn’t see the soldiers through my blindfold, but their words were terrifying enough.

“If they refused to answer our questions, we raped them — women and men — and then killed
them.”

Despite the casual delivery, it was clear that the soldiers were threatening me. | had read
numerous reports about soldiers sexually assaulting people in detention but | never imagined it
would happen to me.

After covering the aftermath of the February 2021 coup along with my Frontier colleagues, |
quietly flew out of Yangon to Thailand in October. The State Administration Council, as the
junta calls itself, had been increasingly targeting journalists and | no longer felt safe. | had been
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living in a safe house for months, and soldiers and police visited my former residence at least
twice looking for me.

| made some enquiries and found | was not on the blacklist at Yangon International Airport, so |
got a Thai visa and bought a ticket. Nevertheless, | didn’t feel relaxed until the plane actually
took off.

After finishing hotel quarantine, | resumed my work in Chiang Mai. | was close to finishing
several pieces for Frontier when | got some bad news from Yangon: a close relative was
seriously ill. | felt a powerful need to return and care for them.

| knew there were risks in returning but they’d let me leave Myanmar less than two months
earlier; getting back in would surely be no harder.

| expected to face nothing more than a two-week stay in quarantine when | arrived back in
Yangon. But as my plane landed around 8pm on December 12, | felt an overwhelming sense of
fear.

Many people from Myanmar will understand this fear. We can be arrested at any time, for no
apparent reason. It doesn’t matter whether you’re involved in fighting the dictatorship — with
the military in charge, you can never be truly safe in Myanmar.

The airport was eerily quiet. We filed off the plane towards the counter where we needed to
choose whether to spend our quarantine in a hotel or government facility. | chose hotel
guarantine and an official directed me to the immigration counter. That was where my
nightmare began.

Our interaction started casually enough; | handed my passport over the counter, and the
immigration officer stamped it and entered my arrival date. But then he said vaguely that |
needed to wait a moment while they checked some other things.

Ten minutes later, four fully armed police officers arrived and took me off into the corner of the
room, a short distance from the immigration counter. They didn’t tell me why | was being
stopped, but | knew it couldn’t be good. | sent a few short messages to my colleagues that the
police had stopped me.

The officers started asking questions, things like, “Did you write anti-SAC articles?” and “Do you
have connections to the National Unity Government and People’s Defence Forces?” Then they
said, “Do you know that you have been charged under 505A7?”.

This set my heart racing. By now, most people from Myanmar are familiar with the phrase
“505A”: an incitement charge in the Penal Code that carries a potential three-year prison term,
and which the junta has used regularly against its opponents.
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| had no idea what to do but tried to stay calm. | replied that journalists need to speak to all
sides, so | had to contact the NUG and PDFs for my articles. Obviously, | would not have
returned to Myanmar if | knew that | had been charged, | told them.

At first, | thought my responses had worked. They took me away in a police car, but dropped
me at the government quarantine centre in Dagon Seikkan Township. Had they just been trying
to scare me?

My heart sank, however, when the police took my laptop, mobile phone and passport. | realised
| hadn’t wiped my devices as thoroughly as | had on the way out of Myanmar. They still had
some sensitive information on them. | had another phone hidden in my luggage, and with that |
sent a message to Frontier explaining what had happened.

An hour later, soldiers and police arrived at my room. | was handcuffed and my eyes were
covered with a black cloth, but | had time to see one soldier had the two-star insignia of a
lieutenant. One of them told me that | would have to stay at a hotel for 14 days due to COVID-
19 prevention measures.

The handcuffs and blindfold suggested this was unlikely. Thirty minutes after getting into a
vehicle it came to a halt. To this day | still don’t know exactly where | was taken, but | believe it
was one of the junta-run interrogation centres in Yangon. Since the coup, these centres have
earned a notorious reputation for the torture handed out to detainees, some of whom have
died during interrogation.

They forced me to sit on the floor and left me alone. After maybe three hours —it’s hard to tell
when you’re blindfolded — several men came into the room and said they found emails | had
sent to the NUG, and a story | had written about the telcos MPT and Mytel surveilling their
customers.

They particularly wanted to know the identities of the sources in the story. Knowing what the
consequences would be if | gave them the names, | told them | had promised the sources their
identities would remain secret. | also pleaded with the soldiers to let me go, trying to convince
them that | had quit Frontier in October.

They then started kicking me in the abdomen and beating me around the head with their guns.
When | asked for a cup of water, they threatened to kick me again. They kept asking questions,
about my work and Frontier. | remained blindfolded the whole time.

| think this continued for an hour, after which they sent me back to a hotel in Mingalar Taung
Nyunt Township. It was about 2am and | was starving; | tried to call the hotel reception but the
phone seemed to have been disconnected.

In the morning, officials from the Ministry of Health turned up for my COVID-19 test and
breakfast arrived at my door. The officials said nothing about the bruising on my face.
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| hoped my ordeal was over but spent the day waiting in fear. At about 9pm, the soldiers and
police returned and | was again blindfolded and taken somewhere. The interrogation went on
even longer that night. They kept repeating the same questions and beating me when | didn’t
give them the answers they wanted. At some point in the morning, | was sent back to the hotel.
| was in so much pain | couldn’t sleep.

Ye Mon writing this article from Thailand in September.
(Frontier)

| thought it couldn’t get worse, but | was wrong.

| will never forget the events of the following day, December 14. |
had always considered the 14t of any month to be a lucky day: my wife and | got married on
February 14, and my son’s birthday is July 14.

Again, | was blindfolded and taken to the interrogation centre. A soldier gave me a cup of
water, and then they asked me the same questions. As on the previous days, | refused to give
them the information they were after.

| then heard a girl screaming, possibly from the room next door. A soldier told me, “Min thu ko
lote ya meh.” This literally meant | would have to do something for or to her, but from the
context | knew they meant | would have to have sex with her. If | didn’t, they said, they would
do “something” to me. | was terrified, but | refused.

They asked again: who were the sources for the article? | told them | couldn’t remember, but
they didn’t believe me.

That was when they started to rape me. | begged them to stop, but they just told me to be
quiet. It went on for about an hour.

| was in shock; | never expected the soldiers would behave like that. It occurred to me that if
they were sick enough to rape me, they could kill me at any moment.

| couldn’t stay silent any longer; all | could think about was getting out alive. | thought about
how to respond while giving away as little information as possible, to minimise the risk to
others.

One of the things they had been demanding were the phone numbers of three colleagues who
were already out of the country, along with the numbers of an activist and a lawyer. | couldn’t
remember the numbers, but | offered to retrieve them from my phone. It seemed as though it
would be easy enough for them to get the numbers through other channels, anyway.

Revealing the identities of sources was a more sensitive matter. | told them the position of one
government official, but said | couldn’t remember their name or number, and gave a fake name
and number for a police officer.
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In desperation, | then told the soldiers | also worked as a national consultant for UNICEF. This
wasn’t a total lie, but my part-time contract with UNICEF had actually ended months ago —
that’s why it hadn’t occurred to me to mention it earlier.

Maybe saying | was with a UN agency worked, or maybe they just felt they had enough
information, but shortly afterwards they sent me back to the hotel. Despite what | had
experienced, | felt relieved to be alive.

The next day, a senior military officer came to my hotel together with police from Mingalar
Taung Nyunt and Sanchaung townships.

They told me | would be charged under not only section 505A of the Penal Code, but also 17(1)
of the Unlawful Associations Act and the Counter-Terrorism Law. But then they offered to
withdraw the charges if | agreed not to reveal anything about my detention, including the
sexual abuse | suffered.

They had prepared a six-point statement for me to sign: Aside from staying silent about my
experience, | would not be able to work for Frontier or contact the NUG or PDFs, and |

would need to inform the Sanchaung Township police station at least 10 days in advance if |
wanted to travel domestically or internationally. The agreement said | would receive my laptop,
mobile phone and passport back within a week. If | broke the agreement, | would face the
original charges.

| told them | needed time to think about it. Although | desperately wanted to get out of
detention, the idea of making a deal with the regime still made me feel sick.

When they came back the next day, though, | was ready to sign. | was worried about my family,
and what they might do to them if | refused.

Once | had signed, the senior officer said | would be able to go home after completing
guarantine on December 20. This concern with COVID-19 regulations may seem absurd, but not
to those familiar with the workings of the Myanmar military. It is willing to do anything — no
matter how barbaric — to hold onto power, but at the same time, it feels the need to show it is
upholding and following the law.

The sense of relief | had expected to feel upon returning home never came.

Although my physical injuries soon started to heal and the doctor told me my damaged kidneys
would repair themselves, | had trouble sleeping and was terrified of the darkness; just seeing
soldiers on social media, let alone on the street, left me a wreck. | felt unable to tell my family,
including my wife, the full story of what had happened. After a few months | decided to get
tested for sexually transmitted infections, so | went alone, in secret.

Frontier had stopped publishing temporarily in October to make it easier for us to quietly leave
the country. The plan was to resume in December but after my arrest they decided to wait, and
eventually relaunched in January this year. After my release, | stopped communicating
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with Frontier so that the authorities wouldn’t arrest me. But once articles were going up on the
website again, the Sanchaung police started to call me regularly — perhaps around twice a
month — to say Frontier was damaging the reputation of the military and that | would have to
face the consequences.

Unable to work for Frontier, or even contact my colleagues, | had little to keep me occupied;
inevitably, | could think about little else than what the soldiers had done to me. The guilt of
having potentially put others at risk by returning to Myanmar also weighed on me.

| soon started to think about ending my life. | felt like | had no future, nothing to look forward
to. Most of all | felt alone.

For months | struggled on. Then, in April, | told my wife that | had been raped. This helped
immediately — finally, someone else knew what | had been through. It wasn’t always at the
front of my mind.

Nevertheless, | was still in a bad way. The only thing | wanted was to get out of the country,
but | was in a bind. Although | didn’t feel safe in Myanmar with the authorities seemingly
watching my every step, trying to leave again seemed like such a risk.

Eventually | decided to try to go back to Thailand. As per the terms of the agreement, |
informed the Sanchaung Township police station. It was unclear whether | would be allowed to
leave, and | was terrified they would arrest me again when | went through the airport.

Travelling alone on June 6, | passed through immigration without a problem and soon landed in
Bangkok. My family joined me later the same day on a separate flight.

Why did they let me go? Why did they let me leave last year, and then arrest me when |
returned a few months later? The regime’s decision-making is opaque and seemingly erratic.
The police officer from Sanchaung told me they had let some other junta opponents

leave, including known members of the Civil Disobedience Movement. Perhaps they just
thought it was easier if | was out of the country.

Regardless, we were now finally free of the regime, and this time | really did start to feel better.
Since arriving in Bangkok, Frontier have been providing me with access to regular counselling
and continued treatment for my physical injuries.

But the trauma of my experience is always present, and deciding whether to write about it
was difficult. | was sure that soldiers routinely used sexual violence against both men and
women during interrogation, but also knew that most victims would not want to speak up —
either because they had (like me) been forced to sign an agreement, they were worried about
the stigma, or both. Part of me also wanted to stay silent about what had happened.

The military has a particular sensitivity to allegations of sexual violence and nearly always
denies that such incidents took place. If faced with incontrovertible evidence, it blames a rogue
soldier or soldiers and has insisted for decades there is no institutional pattern. | decided to
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write this because | wanted the world to know that the use of sexual violence is indeed routine,
even if it meant reliving my experience over and over again. | also chose to write under my
name, rather than anonymously, to encourage other survivors to come forward about what
they experienced.

| believe that the use of rape and other forms of sexual abuse is not just a torture method
designed to get information out of detainees. The soldiers see the people as their enemies

and inflict sexual violence as a form of punishment, and to show that they have the power to do
whatever they want. | think this attitude comes right from the top of the military, from Min
Aung Hlaing himself. They know the people despise them, and violence and fear are the only
tools they have left to maintain power.

Ye Mon was born in Yangon and has been a journalist since 2011. He continues to report for
Frontier.

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/i-reported-on-the-militarys-abuses-and-then-i-became-

a-victim/

The meeting between State Peace Talk Team and KNU/KNLA-PC, DKBA held

PUBLISHED 16 SEPTEMBER 2022

News Information Team of State Administration
Council (SAC) made a statement that State Peace
Talk Team and the delegations of the Karen

national Liberation Army (Peace Council) KNU/KNLA
(PC) and the Democratic Karen Benevolent Army
(DKBA) held a meeting at the National Solidarity
and Peacemaking Centre’s in Nay Pyi Taw on
September 15.

Present on the occasion were member of SAC,
Union Minister at the Union Government Office, Chairman of the National Solidarity and
Peacemaking Negotiation Committee Leader of the State Peace Talks Team Lt-Gen Yar Pyae and
members: SAC Member Lt-Gen Moe Myint Tun, Lt-Gen Min Naung, the NSPNC secretary and
Chief of Staff Saw Steel of the DKBA, Adjutant-General Saw Sein Win, KNU/KNLA (PC) Vice-Chair
Dr Naw Kapaw Htoo and General Secretary Saw Kyaw Nyunt.

At the meeting, State Peace Talks Team Leader Lt-Gen Yar Pyae and DKBA Chief of Staff Saw
Steel delivered opening remarks.

Then, NSPNC member Lt-Gen Win Bo Shein clarified the list of Union legislation —Table 1 and
the list of regional or state legislation — Table 2 in the 2008 Constitution sector-wise and
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interpreted the phased implementations and post-2020 procedures - Table 2 according to each
level.

Afterwards, those attended the meeting exchanged their views and opinions and adjourned the
first-day meeting. The second day meeting will continue on 16 September.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/the-meeting-between-state-peace-talk-team-and-knuknla-
pc-dkba-held

NUG Rejects Save the Children’s Statement on use of Schools as Military Bases
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 September 2022

Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government (NUG) has rejected Save the Children’s recent
statement calling on both resistance groups defending civilians from junta atrocities and regime
troops to refrain from using schools for military purposes.

Three NUG ministries — Education, Women, Youths and Children Affairs and Human Rights —said
that the global charity’s statement could lead to international misunderstanding over the battle
to end military dictatorship in Myanmar.

On September 9, Save the Children issued a statement regarding the report “The Impacts of
Attacks on Education and Military Use in Myanmar” by the Global Coalition to Protect
Education from Attack (GCPEA).

In the statement, Save the Children stated that the number of attacks on schools in Myanmar in
2021 increased to over 190. It said that the Myanmar military and resistance groups used
education facilities primarily as bases, but also as detention sites, to store weapons and as
fighting positions.

Save the Children said such use of schools increased the risk of violence and urged “all parties”
to protect students, educators, schools and universities during armed conflict and to avoid
using schools and universities for military purposes.

Damage to an NUG-run village school after it was
targeted by junta helicopters during a raid in
Myinmu Township, Sagaing Region in August 2022.

The NUG said the GCPEA’s report describes the
scale, magnitude and methods of the military
regime’s violations of the right to education and the
destruction done to schools, and found that those
widespread crimes had been committed
intentionally and systematically.
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“It is extremely dangerous to put two starkly different degrees of violation in the same tone as
though both parties committed the crime equally, and that could result in the international
misinterpretation of the Myanmar people’s rejection of the junta and demand for federal
democracy,” the NUG’s ministries stated.

Since the coup, regime troops have occupied several schools and universities as base camps.

The junta has also killed over 140 children, as well as carrying out raids, attacks and airstrikes
on schools, detaining children and holding the children of wanted activists as hostages.

However, the regime has repeatedly spread propaganda saying that attacks on school were
carried out by resistance fighters who have taken up arms to defend civilians against the junta.

People’s Defense Forces (PDFs) in several cities said that they target regime forces only and will
not launch attacks that could harm innocent civilians.

The NUG’s military code of conduct, its interim education programs, as well as other NUG
announcements, make clear that the NUG has clearly called on PDFs to avoid targeting schools
or using education facilities at all costs, the ministries said.

NUG processes and mechanisms also provide a means by which any violation of NUG rules on
education facilities can be reported and action taken against violators, the NUG ministries said
in their statement.

Last month, the civilian government asked 12 international organizations including Save the
Children to issue a full apology to the people of Myanmar for signing an open letter that
appeared to legitimize the junta.

The Human Rights Watch (HRW) letter, which was also apparently signed by Save the Children,
Amnesty International and other organizations, addressed junta chief Min Aung Hlaing as the
“Honorable Prime Minister of the Government of Myanmar” and mentioned the right to
education in Myanmar.

In addition, the letter referred to the junta’s foreign minister Wanna Maung Lwin as “HE
Minister of Foreign Affairs” and regime official Kyaw Zeya as “Ambassador Extraordinary to
France and permanent delegate to UNESCO”.

After the letter went viral on social media and sparked outrage in Myanmar, HRW tweeted its
deep regret for the mistake. Save the Children and Amnesty International both said that they
had no knowledge of the letter.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nug-rejects-save-the-childrens-statement-on-use-of-
schools-as-military-bases.html
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Myanmar military ‘discreetly’ arming Naypyitaw villagers loyal to regime

The junta appears to be acting cautiously in its efforts to arm citizens, even as it makes a push
to create new militias

Aung Zay | Published on Sep 16, 2022

ST g Police crack down on a protest in Naypyitaw’s Zabuthiri
; Township in February 2021 (Nyan Hlaing Lin/ Myanmar
Now)

Myanmar’s military junta is continuing its efforts to form
militias around the country by arming villagers near its
administrative capital Naypyitaw, according to local
sources.

The move, which comes as explosions continue to hit Naypyitaw despite tightened security, has
been carried out “discreetly,” one man living in the area told Myanmar Now.

“They sounded like they wanted to be discreet. They told the villagers not to let anyone outside
the village know about it,” said the man.

According to a resident of Ye Oh Sin, a village in the Naypyitaw Union Territory’s Lewe
Township, the authorities have also been very careful about who they allow to join the newly
formed militia.

“The 100-household administrator said that one person from each household had to attend a
meeting to form a ‘public security force’ for the village. But in the end, they only chose people
loyal to them,” said the villager.

Many of Ye Oh Sin’s inhabitants are known to be supporters of the military-backed Union
Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) and Ma Ba Tha, a Buddhist nationalist outfit that was
disbanded in 2017 by Myanmar’s then civilian government.

Before it was outlawed, Ma Ba Tha’s controversial leader, Ven. Wirathu, identified the abbot of
the village’s monastery, Ven. Thuzana, as the chair of the group’s Lewe Township chapter.

Another village that has formed a militia is Yan Aung Myin, which is also regarded as staunchly
pro-military. Located in Dekkhinathiri Township, it voted overwhelmingly for the USDP
candidate in the 2020 election.

According to a resident of the village, it was difficult to photograph the activities of the militia
or provide any evidence of its presence because it was keeping a low profile.

Several villages in Pyinamana Township have also reportedly formed militias. Each group has 30
members, but only 10 of them are armed, according to one villager who spoke to Myanmar
Now.
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“They recruit people by telling them they’ll get weapons and training, but it’s just a trick,” he
said, noting that the 20 unarmed members are just “backup” for the main members.

In areas with large numbers of veterans and others with military experience, however, the army
has been dispensing weapons more freely, according to locals.

One resident of Ywar Taw, a ward in Pobbathiri Township where many junta troops are
stationed, said that recently recruited militia members there seem quite pleased with their new
firearms.

“They’ve been showing off their guns all over the ward and talk about them all the time when
they get drunk. They’ve started acting like important people since they got their guns,” he said.

According to a member of the Sittaung Urban Guerrilla Force, a group that has carried out
attacks on junta targets in Naypyitaw, the purpose of the militias is not just to protect villages
loyal to the regime.

“It seems the military council wants us to shift our focus away from them to these militias that
they’ve been creating,” he said.

On August 24, Naypyitaw saw the latest of a series of attacks targeting regime forces inside the
junta capital, with an explosion that hit police guarding the Dekkhina District Court.

Previous incidents have targeted both regime supporters and members of the junta’s security
forces.

In May, at least six people were injured by explosions as they gathered near the entrance to
Lewe Township to attend a pro-regime rally.

The following month, two more blasts were reported at a checkpoint manned by around 30
junta personnel on the road to Naypyitaw’s airport, resulting in an unknown number of
casualties.

Since April, the regime has been stepping up its efforts to form militias as part of its strategy to
fight resistance groups opposed to last year’s military takeover.

Militias have played a major role in the military’s operations in Sagaing Region, where members
of the notorious Pyu Saw Htee militia have taken part in numerous raids on pro-resistance
villages alongside junta soldiers.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-discreetly-arming-naypyitaw-
villagers-loyal-to-regime
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UN Provides $100 Million to Aid People in 'Forgotten Emergencies'
September 16, 2022 | Lisa Schlein

1 FILE - Somali women and children who fled drought-stricken
areas carry their belongings as they arrive at a makeshift
camp for the displaced on the outskirts of Mogadishu,
Somalia, June 30, 2022.

GENEVA — The U.N. Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs, OCHA, is releasing $100 million from
its Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) to assist millions of people in what it calls
“forgotten emergencies.”

OCHA reports money for 11 humanitarian operations in Africa, Asia, the Americas and the
Middle East has dried up, putting the lives and livelihoods of millions of people at risk.

The United Nations says it needs $49.5 billion this year to assist 204 million people threatened
by conflict, climate shocks, hunger and forced displacement.

To date, only $17.6 billion of this total amount has been received. While this is a large amount
of money, OCHA deputy spokesman Jens Laerke said the funding gap is nearly $32 billion, the
largest it has ever been.

He said the release of $100 million is meant to shrink this critical funding gap and address the
problem head on.

“It may seem like a drop in the bucket and if you look at it from that perspective, it is a drop in
the bucket,” he said. “But, the CERF funds, a key criterion is it has to go to lifesaving projects.
So, it is the worst of the worst that we are trying to address with the CERF funding. And |
guarantee you, for those whose lives are hanging by a thread, it means something.”

Laerke said the consequences for hundreds of millions of vulnerable people will be many and
very severe, if money to assist them at this time of greatest need is not forthcoming.

“That can range from loss of life to victims of or survivors of gender-based violence who receive
no support,” he said. “Children who do not get the vaccines that they need and so on and so
forth.”

Laerke said the $100 million will help scale up lifesaving operations in the 11 countries, which
include Yemen, South Sudan, Myanmar, and Venezuela.

He noted that CERF has allocated a record $250 million dollars so far this year to countries that
are in a desperate state, but largely overlooked.

https://www.voanews.com/a/un-provides-100-million-to-aid-people-in-forgotten-emergencies-
/6750582.html
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Increasingly Isolated, Myanmar and Russian Butchers Embrace
By AUNG ZAW | 16 September 2022
At last, his wishes were fulfilled.

Myanmar coup leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing held his first, and long-awaited, meeting
with Russian President Vladimir Putin at the Moscow-organized Eastern Economic Forum (EEF)
in Vladivostok, Russia’s main eastern provincial capital, last week.

Min Aung Hlaing and Putin at the plenary session of the
Eastern Economic Forum-2022 in Vladivostok, Russia on
Sept. 9.

Min Aung Hlaing insisted Putin was “a leader of the
world”, and praised the architect of the Ukraine invasion
for bringing “stability” to the international arena. “And
we would describe you not just as the leader of Russia,
but also as a leader of the world, because you are
controlling and organizing stability all over the world.”

Worshipping at Putin’s feet, he gushed, “With your help, the country is developing intensively...
One can say that when you started to rule the country, Russia moved to a leadership position
globally.”

So it is now official: Myanmar has joined the Russia camp. Myanmar’s traditional “active,
independent and non-aligned foreign policy” was buried alive in Vladivostok.

Even before the coup, Min Aung Hlaing visited Russia several times and Moscow sent a high-
level military delegation shortly before the takeover on Feb. 1, 2021. Since then, it has only
increased its deliveries of military hardware, cementing its status as a major ally and arms
supplier of the Myanmar military. Myanmar, meanwhile, has publicly supported Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine from the outset.

Myanmar can never ignore China, its giant neighbor, but the isolated Naypyitaw regime’s
forging of a broader alliance with Moscow represents a fundamental shift in the country’s
foreign policy.

During Min Aung Hlaing’s latest visit, the regime and Russian state-owned nuclear corporation
Rosatom signed a roadmap for further nuclear energy cooperation including the possible
implementation of a modular reactor project in Myanmar.

Myanmar already buys oil from Russia and at the forum, Min Aung Hlaing invited local
businessmen to invest in the country, claiming—falsely—that it is now fully under his control.
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He also suggested replacing US dollars with China’s yuan, Russia’s ruble and India’s rupee for
use in commercial and financial transactions.

i

Min Aung Hlaing (right) with Rosatom director general
Alexey Likhachev after signing a nuclear cooperation
roadmap on the sidelines of the Eastern Economic
Forum in Vladivostok, Russia.

The talks between Myanmar and Russia covered wider
economic cooperation including direct flights between
. the two countries to boost tourism and the oil and gas
) trade. We will see whether such cooperation actually

materializes.

The two countries’ relations moved into higher gear in recent months after Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov’s brief visit to Naypyitaw in August. Myanmar and Russian leaders hailed
the 75th anniversary of bilateral relations and Lavrov called Myanmar a “friendly and
longstanding partner” when visiting Naypyitaw

At the Vladivostok forum, Putin became one of the first international leaders to meet Min Aung
Hlaing since the military’s power grab in 2021. Seated next to the Russian president, Min Aung
Hlaing remarked, “Our relations are developing positively.”

Back in Myanmar, his audience with a powerful world leader has raised Min Aung Hlaing’s
profile in the hardline military camp. The state-run newspapers touted the success of the trip
and showered him with praise, covering the event as if it was the news of the century. “Min
Aung Hlaing is a leader who enables Myanmar to stand tall on the international stage,” crowed
one mouthpiece.

As expected, the regime’s opponents and a majority of Myanmar citizens jeered at the claim. To
most, Putin and Min Aung Hlaing are a match made in hell. Since the coup, Myanmar citizens
have been on the receiving end of Russian jet fighters and helicopters, which the Myanmar
military has used to attack not only resistance fighters but also civilians, including entire
villages. Ethnic armed groups in northern Myanmar are on edge over Moscow’s continuing
delivery of military hardware and its order of six SU-30 multiple role fighter jets, two of which
have been delivered.

To those in Myanmar, Putin and Min Aung Hlaing’s handshake in Vladivostok is a menacing sign
and can only mean one thing: more trouble for the country.

The meeting is evidence of the Kremlin’s desire to counter its deteriorating ties with Western
capitals, as well as Western sanctions, by pivoting towards Asia, Africa and the Middle East,
where it is looking to sell oil and/or military hardware, and upgrade ties.
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“No matter how much someone would like to isolate Russia, it is impossible to do this,”
Putin told the forum.

Such words are music to Min Aung Hlaing’s ears. His regime also faces Western sanctions and
increased isolation. Myanmar, a member of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), has been shunned from ministerial-level meetings and annual summits in its own
region since last year. In a departure from its non-interference policy, the regional grouping has
been speaking up on the escalating conflict in Myanmar. Putin’s backing will give Min Aung
Hlaing confidence to defy the West’s “bullying”, tighten his control over the country and
legitimize his rule.

Delegation led by Prime Minister Senior General Min AungHlaing ~ Regime mouth piece G lobal New Light of
who uplifted prestige of Myanmar throughout the world

tumultuously welcomed back by the people Myanmar’s Sept. 12 edition with a front page
; story on Min Aung Hlaing’s return home from

Russia.

Behind their mutual embrace and defiant
posturing, however, Putin and Min Aung Hlaing
share a common problem.

atives and T
1 Hila Mo, U

Putin faces increasing sanctions and wrath from
the US and Western Europe. At the forum, the Russian president showed determination and
defiance of the West. While the Russian economy hasn’t collapsed as many predicted, he faces
enormous pressure from outside. This week, when Putin met Chinese President Xi Jinping in
Uzbekistan, Putin said he was aware of China’s “questions and concerns” about the war in
Ukraine—an indication that Xi is unlikely to offer Putin more concrete support.

At home in Myanmar, Min Aung Hlaing, too, faces greater pressure every day.

As his military resorts to ever more grave human rights violations and war crimes, Myanmar’s
economy is in trouble, foreign investors have fled the country and most analysts anticipate a
protracted civil war scenario.

In July, the International Court of Justice ruled that a landmark case accusing the Myanmar
military of genocide against Rohingya Muslims can go ahead.

For all his talk, Min Aung Hlaing has neither taken full control of, nor restored a sense of
normalcy to, the country.

To the contrary, local and international media and other observers agree that his regime is in
fact losing territory to the armed resistance groups that have taken up arms against his rule.

Even former UN experts on Myanmar said in a recent analysis that revolutionary forces have
effective control over 52 percent of the territory of the country. The regime is increasingly in
defensive mode.
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Putin and Min Aung Hlaing loudly reject the sanctions imposed on them, willfully ignoring the
reasons for them. In the case of Russia, it was the invasion of Ukraine. As for Myanmar, the
regime overthrew an elected government and has committed gross human rights violations,
summary executions and war crimes against the civilian population and resistance forces.

Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelensky’s recent message to Putin was inspirational.

After Ukrainian troops swept through the northeastern region of Kharkiv, sending occupying
Russian forces fleeing—and prompting Russia to attack civilian power infrastructure with
missile strikes—he said: “Cold, hunger, darkness and thirst are not as scary and deadly for us as
your ‘friendship and brotherhood.”” He added: “History will put everything in its place. And we
will be with gas, light, water and food... and WITHOUT you!”

Myanmar, too, can look forward to a day when it is happy again—to a Myanmar without Min
Aung Hlaing, war criminals and thugs.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/commentary/increasingly-isolated-myanmar-and-russian-
butchers-embrace.html

Junta Watch: Coup Chief Drops Pretense on ASEAN Deal; COVID Lies; and More

By THE IRRAWADDY 17 September 2022

Singing a new tune on ASEAN Consensus

Leaders attend the ASEAN summit on the Myanmar
crisis in Jakarta on April 24, 2021.

In an interview with Russian state-owned news
agency RIA Novosti during his recent visit to the
country, junta chief Min Aung Hlaing distanced

himself from the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN)’s “Five-Point Consensus” on the Myanmar crisis. At a regional summit last
year, he agreed to implement the pact.

In April 2021, two months after the military coup, the leaders of the nine other ASEAN
countries and junta chief Min Aung Hlaing agreed to five points, including the need for an
immediate end to violence in the country; facilitating humanitarian assistance by ASEAN; and
allowing the ASEAN special envoy to visit Myanmar and meet with all parties.

Since then the junta chief has defied each point as he oversees a brutal nationwide crackdown
aimed at suppressing millions of people opposed to military rule.

In a televised address on Aug. 1 to mark 18 months since the putsch, Min Aung Hlaing blamed
COVID-19 and political instability for his failure to implement the consensus.
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But during his recent trip, he changed his tune, telling RIA the agreement was put togetherin a
one-sided manner by ASEAN leaders, according to a report published in junta-controlled
Burmese-language newspapers. In the interview, he even said ASEAN must accept his regime
because it was formed in line with the military-drafted 2008 Constitution, while accusing
certain countries of interfering in the internal affairs of Myanmar.

This year’s ASEAN chair, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen, has suggested rethinking the
consensus, while bloc member Malaysia has refused to recognize the junta, saying it would
engage with the parallel National Unity Government.

Endless lies—this time it’s COVID

A COVID-19 awareness campaign in Naypyitaw on
Sept. 16.

Just a few days after Min Aung Hlaing told Russia’s
RIA news agency that COVID-19 was under control in
Myanmar, a surge in cases was reported with
fatalities.

According to the junta-controlled Ministry of Health,
384 cases were reported in the first half of
September with six fatalities. Quarantine centers
have been reopened in Naypyitaw, the administrative capital. And due to large clusters of
infections among the staff of the Transport and Communications Ministry, staff were on Sept.
12 ordered to work from home for two weeks in shifts.

Amid the new wave, large crowds of military supporters led by deputy junta chief Soe Win—
including traditional dance troupes and those bearing banners—welcomed Min Aung Hlaing
home on his return from Russia on Sept. 12

Contrary to what Min Aung Hlaing told the Russian news agency, the junta’s Health Ministry
called for active cooperation to prepare for a possible health crisis.

Accommodating a new ‘friend’

Min Aung Hlaing and Putin at the Eastern Economic
Forum-2022 in Vladivostok on Sept. 9. /Cncds

With the Myanmar military regime growing
increasingly reliant on Russia, including militarily,
regime leader Min Aung Hlaing said there are
opportunities and prospects for cooperation when
asked by the Russian RIA news agency about the
possibility of Russian troop deployments in

Myanmar.

Page 30 of 79



Faced with a leading question from RIA about whether he would welcome Russian Defense
Ministry delegations and accept Russian military bases on Myanmar’s territory, for the sake of
“geopolitical balancing”, Min Aung Hlaing replied that while the Myanmar constitution does not
allow deployment of foreign troops on Myanmar’s soil, ways could be sought to find out how to
best cooperate within the framework of the 2008 charter.

Myanmar has no tradition of allowing foreign troops being deployed on its soil, and Section 42
(b) of the military-drafted 2008 Constitution also bars deployment of foreign troops in the
territory of the Union.

Isolated by Western sanctions, Russia might be considering cementing its ties with the regime,
one of its major arms buyers, to engage in trade in various sectors and to use Myanmar to
expand its influence in the Asia-Pacific region including Southeast Asia.

Russian President Vladimir Putin has called Myanmar a long-standing and reliable partner in
Southeast Asia. And it appears Min Aung Hlaing will ignore Myanmar’s traditional “active and
non-aligned” foreign policy and dance according to Putin’s tune.

Playing with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s fate

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi as the State Counselor in 2016.
/The Irrawaddy

In his latest comments on his arrest of Myanmar
democracy leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, regime
leader Min Aung Hlaing told Russian news agency RIA
that no further decisions will be taken regarding the
detained State Counselor until all her legal trials are
complete.

In August, he told UN Special Envoy Noeleen Heyzer: “We will consider how to proceed
depending on the response our actions receive after the completion of the judiciary process.”

His comments simply reveal that he will continue to hold Daw Aung San Suu Kyi hostage in
order to further his political interests. He will use her depending on the extent to which there is
local and international pressure against his regime in the coming months. Sending her back to
house arrest from solitary confinement in Naypyitaw Prison, where she has been since June,
after all the trials against her are done may be one possible option for him to manipulate
international opinion. For the vast majority of Myanmar people, who want to get rid of him,
such a hidden agenda would not impress them.

So far, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has been sentenced to 20 years in prison in 11 cases filed against
her by the regime. Many believe the cases are politically motivated by the regime to keep her
out of Myanmar politics forever. She still faces another eight cases.
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