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Two Letpadaung police officers surrender to group opposed to Myanmar junta

The two officers assigned to guard the controversial mining project said they couldn’t stand
the regime’s oppression of locals any longer

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Sep 15, 2022

Police stand guard at a checkpoint near the
Letpadaung copper mine in 2013 (EPA)

Two police officers assigned to protect the
controversial Letpadaung copper mine in Sagaing
Region’s Salingyi Township surrendered to a local
defence force on Monday, according to resistance
sources.

' The two officers, who were not identified by name,
turned themselves in with their G3 rifles after leaving the heavily guarded mine site, a
spokesperson for the One Star Task Force, the group that received the pair, told Myanmar Now.

“They weren’t part of any junta group that torched villages. They wanted to leave so badly they
were in tears, saying they couldn’t stand the oppression anymore,” said Kyaw Gyi, the group’s
spokesperson.

One of the officers expressed a desire to join the fight against Myanmar’s military junta, while
the other simply wanted to go somewhere in the country that was safe, according to Kyaw Gyi.
For now, both have been moved to a safe area, he added.

Residents of villages near the mine, which is operated by a subsidiary of China’s Wanbao
Mining and the Union of Myanmar Economic Holdings, Ltd, a military-owned conglomerate, say
that soldiers have been conducting searches in the area since the two police officers
disappeared.

Locals have long opposed the mine, leading to numerous confrontations both before and since
last year’s coup.

In April, more than a dozen anti-regime groups active in the area issued a statement calling for
the mine’s closure, saying that profits from the project were propping up the military junta.

The following month, not long after Wanbao issued a statement claiming that it had been
threatened by regime opponents, troops sent to guard the mine clashed with local defence
forces.

Since then, numerous atrocities targeting civilians, including the murder in May of two mine
employees who had joined a general strike as part of the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM),
have been reported in the area.
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On June 21, two residents of the village of Moe Gyo Pyin were found dismembered after being
captured by junta troops during clearance operations. Days later, the bodies of three more
tortured civilians were discovered in neighbouring villages.

According to a mine employee who has joined the CDM, junta forces deployed along the
Pathein-Monywa road routinely fire on nearby villages with heavy artillery in order to secure
passage of junta vehicles used to transport copper plates from the mine.

’

Whenever soldiers and police on security detail arrive in the area, “Local villagers have to flee,”
said the striking mine worker.

Another CDM participant welcomed the decision of the two police officers to defect from the
regime’s forces and urged others to do the same.

“The soldiers used to be normal civilians once, too. | would therefore like to ask them to stop
giving up their lives for the dictators and to join the CDM for the good of the country,” they
said.

According to the One Star Task Force spokesperson, any soldier or police officer who surrenders
with their weapon will receive a reward of 7m kyat ($3,300) from the group.

Since the military seized power in February of last year, around 6,000 police have defected to
the resistance, according to figures released by the shadow National Unity Government.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/two-letpadaung-police-officers-surrender-to-group-
opposed-to-myanmar-junta

‘This area has never experienced war before’: the fight for Tanintharyi

SEPTEMBER 15, 2022 | By FRONTIER

Members of the Dawei East Forest People's Defense
Force pose in uniform. (Supplied)

In Myanmar’s far south, revolutionaries are trying to
open a new front in the war against the junta but are
struggling with a lack of funding and weapons,
despite some assistance from Karen ethnic armed
groups.

Comrade Yound Ni is worried about food and ammunition. The recently launched “one month,
one gun” fundraising campaign has yet to live up to its name.

“Since we need automatic rifles for our team, we started a fundraising campaign to buy one
gun a month. We set a target of K7.2 million, but we have only received around K4.2 million in
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donations,” Yound Ni told Frontier on August 30. K4.2 million is about US$1,300 at current
market rates.

A member of the Dawei East Forest People’s Defence Force, Yound Ni and other resistance
fighters in Myanmar’s remote southern Tanintharyi Region along the Thai border are hoping to
open a new front in the war against the junta. But as elsewhere in Myanmar, funding remains
the biggest barrier.

“We have a lot of people to fight, but we don’t have enough weapons. Not only our armed
group, but other groups are also facing situations where they have insufficient weapons and
financial support,” said Yound Ni.

After the military seized power in a coup in February 2021, it cracked down on peaceful
protests with brutal force, killing hundreds. Many young people then turned to armed
revolution, forming People’s Defence Forces in an effort to overthrow the regime. While
Tanintharyi has seen some sporadic clashes, Yound Ni said the fighting pales in comparison to
the conflict raging in some other parts of the country.

“Currently, there is no fighting in Tanintharyi comparable to Karenni [Kayah] State or Sagaing
Region, where fighting is intense. Instead, there are a lot of stealthy attacks,” he said. “I think
that because of the remote location and the need for weapons and money, we can’t launch an
open offensive.”

He said that most of the PDFs in Tanintharyi rely on hand-made guns, while the few who
cooperate with ethnic armed groups have access to better weapons.

“Because we don’t have enough weapons and ammunition, for big missions we must do joint
operations with other forces, not as a single team. One group may be weak, but if many weak
groups are combined, it will not be weak anymore. So joint missions are more effective and
more successful,” said Yound Ni.

Anti-coup protesters gather in Myeik in February
2021. (AFP)

The Karen connection

. The heavily forested region of Tanintharyi is home
to some of Myanmar’s most pristine coastlines,
with islands scattered into the Andaman Sea. But
the natural beauty is undercut by a strong military
1 presence; Tanintharyi hosts the army’s Coastal
Region Command and an air force base. Desplte this, the National League for Democracy scored
a clean sweep in Tanintharyi during the 2020 election, which the military refused to recognise,
winning every single elected seat in the regional parliament and every Tanintharyi constituency
in the national parliament.
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Tanintharyi Region is also close to Kayin State — separated by a thin sliver of Mon State — and
historically has a significant Karen population. Some Karen armed groups, which have been
fighting for political autonomy for decades, have a presence in the area, lending support to the
budding resistance.

Padoh Saw Taw Nee, a spokesperson for the Karen National Union, said the seven battalions in
the Karen National Liberation Army’s Brigade 4, a Karen National Defence Organization
battalion and a few Kawthoolei Army battalions all operate in Tanintharyi.

The KNLA and KNDO operate under the KNU’s command, while the Kawthoolei
Army from the KNDO after its commander was dismissed for overseeing the
massacre of 25 prisoners and refusing to cooperate with the KNU’s investigation.

Joint operations between PDFs and Karen armed groups appear to be on the rise. On
September 6, members of the Dawei-based Spring Guerrilla Forces coalition and the Kawthoolei
Army attacked the military, claiming to have killed 12 enemy soldiers while seizing several
weapons. It was the fiercest battle so far this year, according to resistance fighter Saw Nway
Oo*. (Nway Oo means “spring” in Burmese, and the current anti-military uprising is known as
the Spring Revolution).

“The Spring Guerrilla Forces are a coalition of small PDF groups based in the area who fight
together. Before, we used to fight together with the KNDO group, but now that it has changed
to Kawthoolei Army, we still fight together,” he explained.

Nway Oo said ethnic armed groups do not have as strong of a presence in Tanintharyi as they
do in some other areas, like Kayah and Kayin states.

“So, many of the battles in Tanintharyi are more like guerrilla warfare,” he said.

Taw Nee said the KNU has occasionally fought the military in Tanintharyi, sometimes alongside
PDFs, which the KNU also trains in the region.

“Battles don’t last as long in Tanintharyi, and don’t occur as often as in Kayin State,” he said,
estimating that there is 10 times as much fighting in Kayin State.

But even the relatively lower levels of fighting are having a severe impact on civilians in
Tanintharyi Region.

“There are 1,150 people displaced in Dawei District and 3,350 in Myeik District,” said U Myint
Oo%*, an aid worker with the Dawna Tenasserim IDP assistance group. “Tanintharyi Region has
never had such displacement before. It was only after the military council took over.”

While Karen armed groups had occasionally clashed with the military in some parts of
Tanintharyi before the coup, fighting was not as widespread or intense as in many of
Myanmar’s other border states.
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He also accused the military of setting up blockades around IDP camps, preventing them from
getting food and medicine, leading to unnecessary deaths from illness.

U Saw Win, a resident of Kaku village, said that although the frequency of fighting is not as high
as in other states and regions, the military still reacts to any resistance with extreme brutality.

He said in late May, there was a four-day battle in Ta Ku village in Tanintharyi Township.
Afterwards, the military allegedly beheaded two captured PDF members and two ordinary
civilians.

“This area has never experienced war before. | felt quite sad when | saw the bodies of people
who had been killed and the houses that had been burned,” Saw Win said.

Members of the Yebyu People’s Defence Force
march through the forest. (Supplied)

Hit-and-run tactics

Ko Ko Gyi, leader of the Southern Warriors
Defence Force, confirmed that two of his troops
were beheaded, accusing the military of
attacking the villages unprovoked, opening fire
indiscriminately and destroying houses.

“We can say that the Ta Ku village battle was the
most brutal battle we have ever faced,” he said.

Since then, Ko Ko Gyi said the group focuses on carrying out joint ambush attacks and bombing
military convoys but avoids open confrontation.

“The main thing we need is weapons. We are an independent group, so our funds are donated
by close friends, locals and people living abroad,” Ko Ko Gyi said, adding that the lack of
weapons means sometimes the group can’t defend people from military attacks.

Yound Ni also said his group mostly focuses on hit-and-run style ambushes, but sometimes
confrontations are inevitable. In July, a joint force of resistance groups attacked a military
convoy with landmines in Thankathun village in Dawei Township.

“We conducted an operation in cooperation with the Eastern Defense Force and the Black
Leopard Group. Four military council soldiers were killed, and their vehicles were damaged.
One of our comrades was killed,” recalled Yound Ni.

He said in most of their missions, they plant landmines and retreat, but this time they were
forced into an open shoot-out.

“If only we had better weapons, we would be able to fight more similar battles,” he said.
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Yound Ni’s group, the Dawei East Forest PDF, was founded in August 2021 and submitted to the
authority of the National Unity Government in April of this year. The NUG is a cabinet
appointed by lawmakers elected in the 2020 polls.

Despite its affiliation with the NUG, Yound Ni said the group has received barely any funding
from the parallel government. The NUG is stretched thin trying to bankroll a revolution with no
financial support from the international community, relying primarily on voluntary donations
from Myanmar people and the diaspora.

“We once received some ammunition from the NUG, which we referred to as lipstick. Now we
are continuing the revolution with donations from the people,” Yound Ni said.

Like the SWDF, the Yebyu PDF operates independently from the NUG, which makes it difficult
to secure funding even from outside donors.

“Our group sometimes asks for help from fundraising groups based abroad, but they refuse
because our group is not under the NUG,” said Yebyu PDF’s leader, who goes by Kiwi. He said
the group still follows the NUG code of conduct, refrains from extrajudicial killings and
frequently fights alongside NUG-affiliated groups.

Kiwi said the reason the group declined to join the NUG is because it sees itself as a temporary
local militia which will be disbanded after the Spring Revolution is successful.

“Even though we are not under the NUG, we often do joint missions with the People’s Defence
Forces under the NUG. But when | was told | could not receive funds because | was not under
the NUG, | was exasperated. There is no need to limit the revolution,” Kiwi said.

Despite the difficulties, Myanmar’s southern revolutionaries say they remain committed to the
cause.

“We want the people to know that we are fighting as much as we can,” said Nway Oo.
*denotes pseudonym upon request for safety reasons

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/this-area-has-never-experienced-war-before-the-fight-
for-tanintharyi/

PDF Detains Burma Army Deserters In Indaw
15th September 2022

The Indaw People’s Defence Force has reportedly apprehended three Burma Army (BA)
deserters who robbed civilians of a motorbike and a phone while pretending to be members of
the local resistance group in Ner Rakhaung in Indaw Township, Kachin State.
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Township sign that close to Kachin state

“We arrested them on the road. During
interrogation, they stated that they wanted to
turn themselves in but didn’t know how to
contact us,” a PDF official told KNG.

The soldiers deserted from Infantry Battalion 301
in Katha in Sagaing Region on 1am on 10
September. The battalion’s column was recently
staying at a Buddhist monastery in Na Bar, which
is near Ner Rakhaung, where they committed the robbery. The officer said they detained them
around noon on the road between Htigyaint and Kyaung Kon.

The men said they needed to steal the bike and phone because the villagers wouldn’t have
given it to them if they’d asked. The stolen items were returned to the rightful owners and the
deserters are still under investigation.

PDF units from Indaw and Htigyaint frequently monitor the road between Htigyaint and Indaw.

Fifteen police officers in Indaw Township have left their posts to join the Civil Disobedience
Movement after the military coup.

Recently, 70 soldiers from the regime’s Light Infantry Battalion 301 entered Indaw town.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/09/15/pdf-detains-burma-army-deserters-in-indaw/

Revolution Against Myanmar Junta Will Strengthen in Dry Season: KNU
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 September 2022

The Karen National Union (KNU) was founded in 1947 and its armed wings, the Karen National
Liberation Army and Karen National Defense Organization, are fighting Myanmar’s junta in
Karen and Mon states and Bago and Tanintharyi regions.

After the February 2021 coup, the KNU has given military training to activists who want to fight
the regime and has fought alongside resistance groups.

By August, the KNU said it had been involved in around 6,356 clashes with junta forces, killing
5,125 regime troops and its allies and injuring an estimated 4,174 soldiers while losing 137
resistance fighters.

The KNU is working with the National Unity Consultative Council (NUCC), a coalition of political
groups opposing the junta, and the civilian National Unity Government (NUG) to establish a
federal union.
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Padoh Saw Taw Nee, the head of KNU’s Foreign Affairs Department, recently talked to The
Irrawaddy about the potential for increased attacks by the junta in the forthcoming dry season.

Padoh Saw Taw Nee, the head of KNU’s Foreign Affairs
Department. / KIC

1 8NC |

Will junta attacks increase in the dry season?

Last year the junta said it would defeat us within four
months. It launched heavy offensives in 2021 and this
year to defeat the resistance.

It launched a major offensive in early 2022. However, these junta troops are totally different
from what we have seen before.

They know they cannot defeat the resistance groups attacking from every side. We hope they
will attack again in the dry season.

But these troops cannot fight any longer. The defections increase daily while many others are
captured. We are not trembling in fear at the prospect of junta offensives. We know the
condition of the troops.

Can the revolution succeed?

It is difficult to assess how successful the revolution is. We experienced the 1988 uprisings.
Then the political parties and people were not ready for a revolution. But things have changed.

Without being persuaded, our people are determined to back the revolution. No major political
parties say the revolution is wrong.

The international community and observers thought the junta would win after a year. We have
disproved those assessments after more than a year of fighting.

Initially, it was challenging to deal with so many resistance groups. But there have been many
developments and we have tried hard to organize and link the groups. It is also hard to assess
the success of the revolution but we keep trying to improve.

What are the differences from 1988?

There are many ethnicities in the country and the Bamar majority did not back resistance in
previous years.

In 1988 a majority of the population believed the junta’s propaganda as there was little
unbiased information. Now everyone, especially younger people and students, knows the truth,
partly because of the internet. They can quickly disprove the propaganda. People are
determined to fight against the junta’s lies.
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In 1988 the political parties were not determined to fight. They believed the regime when it
promised an election and the revolution failed.

Now we hear nothing from people who said revolution was wrong in the past. This is clear and
very important. It is very dangerous if leading, influential groups say armed resistance is wrong.
It can undermine the revolution.

Another difference from 1988 is the civil disobedient movement among government staff and
protests by activists despite the dangers.

The spirit of junta soldiers is totally different. They are weak and disappointed with the defeats.
They swear at their leaders during the fighting.

The junta cannot break up our revolution.

Recently the NUG and Special Advisory Council for Myanmar declared that more than half of
the country is in resistance hands. Do you agree?

The assessments seem accurate. The junta cannot control areas of Karen State that were
controlled by the central government before the coup. The education, health and
administrative services did not listen to the regime. All teachers have joined the CDM. We now
control these areas. That’s just our state.

Clashes have spread across Magwe and Sagaing regions, which are Bamar-majority areas, since
the coup.

Sagaing, which had no experience of rebellion, has reported the second-highest number of
clashes, after Karen State, which has had nearly 6,000 clashes.

The junta’s administration has broken down in many areas due to the resistance and it ended a
long time ago in Kachin State and the Wa region.

Can the revolution end during the dry season?

It will not be finished but it will definitely improve. Many sectors are cooperating. The NUCC
and NUG will have to coordinate over economic affairs and international sanctions against the
regime.

Militarily, many separate groups are operating while seeing the regime as the common enemy.
Our revolution will definitely develop during the dry season but it is too early to say when it will
achieve victory.

We must break junta offensives and we have to rebuild before we can trample the regime
forces throughout the country. How much we can achieve mainly depends on how much we
struggle and unite.

What political changes can we expect?
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The junta has failed to gain international recognition and appoint a United Nations ambassador.
Now the junta is trying to stop the NUG having a representative at the UN. We will always lead
the junta in international affairs.

The junta tries to be recognized as an official government and holds mock peace talks with
some armed groups. Groups without proper policies are meeting [junta leader] Min Aung
Hlaing. We have contempt for his peace process. It will never happen.

The junta promises an election in August next year, although there will only be one or two
voters. We trust in our people and no they won’t vote. The game is over. We hope for genuine
political change in 2023.

Tell us more about the revolution

Our people are in crisis in their daily lives. The junta wants to become the official government
but it has no features of a proper government.

So our people suffer. But we must overcome the problems. To get something sweet, we have to
get through something tough. No matter how hard it is, we will push ahead. We will stand with
the people. There is no reason to fail. Stay strong, everyone. Keep struggling. Let’s smash
military dictatorships forever.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/revolution-against-myanmar-junta-will-
strengthen-in-dry-season-knu.html

Military tension in Rakhine and Paletwa causes travel restrictions: AA
PUBLISHED 15 SEPTEMBER 2022 | EMG

The AA will limit and inspect road and waterway travel due to the intensification of military
tension and fighting in Paletwa Township of Chin State and Rakhine State, announced the
Arakan Army (AA) on September 14.

In this statement, it has been observed that the Tatmadaw sent troops, arms and ammunition
by road, waterway and air routes to their bases across Rakhine State and reinforcements have
been carried out continuously in recent weeks. Therefore, it is stated that all vehicles in roads
and waterway will be stopped and inspected as required by the military situation.

Tatmadaw is launching offensive attacks using jet fighters and a large number of heavy
weapons in some places including Palatwa area in addition to No. 40 military camp near the
Myanmar-Bengal border and camp of No.352 battalion. It is stated that the inspection is
needed due to the military tension in Rakhine State and Palatwa area, the intensification of the
fighting and the occurrence of further fighting everywhere, it said.
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Therefore, the owners of vehicles are informed to accept the inspections cordially. It said that
they should not travel without reporting to them, and if any problems occur while traveling
without reporting, it is the responsibility of the travellers, the statement said.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/military-tension-in-rakhine-and-paletwa-causes-travel-
restrictions-aa

Over 1.3 m IDPs in Myanmar need humanitarian assistance: OCHA Myanmar

PUBLISHED 15 SEPTEMBER 2022 | EMG

i

There are more than 1.3 million internally displaced
people in Myanmar and humanitarian assistances are
needed, announced the United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA
Myanmar) on September 14.

It stated that the ongoing armed conflict between
13 = Tatmadaw, ethnic armed groups and their allied
amn : e e & i People's Defense Forces (PDF) has resulted in
displacement and humanitarian needs throughout Myanmar.

With the return of fighting between the Tatmadaw and the Arakan Army (AA) in Rakhine State,
the security situation remains tense as explosions, arrests, searches and traffic restrictions
continue in many townships, it said.

Similarly, the OCHA Myanmar said in a statement that it has learned from partner organizations
and local media that airstrikes and heavy artillery fire have occurred in Eastern Bago Region in
Southeast Myanmar, Tanintharyi Region, Southern Shan State and Kayin State.

It is known that there were civilian deaths and damage to civilian properties in Kayah State. The
OCHA Myanmar stated that food shortages have occurred in the remote areas of the townships
due to traffic restrictions in Dimawhso, Prusho and Shadaw townships since mid-July.

Local and international humanitarian organizations are meeting the emerging needs as much as
possible, and during the first half of 2022, they were able to provide assistance to 3.1 million
people. Efforts are being made to encourage and mobilize especially to visit the conflict areas
and provide effective assistance, according to OCHA Myanmar.

According to the latest statistics of the United Nations (UN), the total number of internally
displaced people in Myanmar has reached more than 1.3 million as of September 5, it said.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/over-13-m-idps-in-myanmar-need-humanitarian-
assistance-ocha-myanmar
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Villagers In Southern Shan State Pressured To Vote For USDP
By SHAN - September 15, 2022

The Pa-0 National Army (PNA) has begun collecting names for a voters’ list and pressuring
residents of southern Shan State to vote for the military’s Union Solidarity and Development
Party (USDP) in the 2023 national elections.

A man who spoke to SHAN on condition of anonymity said the soldiers have been going from
village to village in Pinlaung and Nyaung Shwe townships since 6 September.

PNA militia men

“They’re forcing people who’re at least 18 years old to
give their names. Even though many would prefer not
to participate, they have weapons and are threatening
people,” said the 30-year-old, who expects them to
start collecting names next in Hsihseng and Hopon
townships.

In the 2010 race, the PNA also collected names for a
voters’ register and told them to vote for the USPD.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25342

Leaked document suggests Myanmar military units are in disarray

A speech by junta chief Min Aung Hlaing outlines the military vulnerabilities that he blames
for heavy casualties at the hands of the anti-coup resistance

Tin Htet Paing | Published on Sep 15, 2022

Nt

Soldiers push a military truck as they retreat from the
National League for Democracy (NLD) party
headquarters in Yangon on February 15, 2021 (EPA)

A leaked copy of a speech delivered by junta chief Min
Aung Hlaing in a June meeting of military officials
suggested that the regime’s armed forces are
struggling to cope with heavy losses caused by clashes
with resistance forces across Myanmar.

The speech, dated June 21, was part of an evaluation of military operations during the first four
months of 2022, as well as some incidents in May. The four-page document was made public by
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a support group for defecting Myanmar army soldiers called People’s Goal, which claimed to
have obtained it from an inside military source.

In his 16-point opening statement, Min Aung Hlaing admitted that the armed forces’ significant
casualties were due to four main “weaknesses.” These included the unstrategic deployment of
troops and placement of bases, incorrect reporting on base locations by ground leadership,
poorly planned advances in clearance operations, and an inability by the troops to engage in
tactical combat.

“After our assessment of the previous incidents, it is found that in their fight against the
terrorists, our soldiers were unable to fully apply the military skills that they were taught, even
though they are required to do so,” Min Aung Hlaing said, using the term “terrorists” to refer to
the anti-coup resistance.

He also blamed the commanders’ inadequacy, a lack of courage on the part of the soldiers, and
wasted ammunition for military losses.

“When we think about the reason for this weakness in leadership, one problem is that we
produced a large quantity [of soldiers] in the past,” he said, implying that in spite of the high
troop output, there was a lack of those qualified to command.

Administration of the army units is also “in disarray,” the junta chief lamented, adding, “Some
[soldiers] are going out, drinking and having fun.”

Resistance forces “exploited” these weaknesses and used them to launch counterattacks, he
claimed.

u Why thousands have left Myanmar’s military—and
. why most stay

|
While discontent is rife within the ranks, few
soldiers are willing to risk the consequences of
defecting

Since September of last year, the publicly mandated
National Unity Government (NUG) has estimated
that more than 20,000 junta troops have lost their
lives waging war on those opposed to the regime.

Meanwhile, some 1,500 resistance fighters, including members of ethnic armed organisations
considered to be allies of the NUG, were killed in clashes with the military, according to the
government body.

In the year since its September 2021 declaration of a defensive war against the junta, the NUG
claims that the resistance has gained greater control of territory, and that in these areas, the
coup regime has not been able to establish its administration.
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In a September 7 panel discussion marking the anniversary of the declaration, security and
military affairs analyst Anthony Davis said that the junta’s forces had been “too thinly spread”
across the country and “undermanned” for decades. Taking advantage of these vulnerabilities
and gaining combat experience is what allowed resistance groups to take control of several
areas nationwide, he said.

A military officer who defected to the resistance—one of 3,000 soldiers and 6,000 police
officials to have done so since the coup, according to the NUG—told Myanmar Now that the
junta chief’s speech pointed to growing fractures within the armed forces.

“Those in the upper levels are too demanding, and the duties are not balanced with the
manpower,” he explained. “Once the soldiers lose confidence in their superiors, they don’t
want to go to war for them anymore.”

“They do not have the support of the public, so they have become demoralised. Without high
morale, they can’t fight,” the officer added.

13 Myanmar army bases abandoned in Karenni State
since the coup: KNPP

The Karenni armed group said that troops stationed in
the state routinely suffered heavy casualties when they
left the bases

Khu Ree Reh, a secretary and information officer for the
anti-junta Karenni Nationalities Defence Force, said
that the high number of casualtles on the side of the military is largely due to the unfamiliar
territory in which the soldiers are fighting. He noted that the Myanmar army units are often
attacked by the local resistance forces as soon as they exit their bases.

“We have the upper hand in Karenni State no matter which battalion or unit makes its way to
our area. They face greater casualties than us,” he said, adding that the junta soldiers in the
state also appear to be low on supplies, including food rations.

Reminding military officials that “manpower, firepower and time” are necessary in order to win
a war, Min Aung Hlaing acknowledged what he called a “force of manpower” on the part of the
resistance. The nod was likely a reference to the formation of alliances between several groups,
seen as critical in carrying out successful military operations.

As these forces shift to an offensive war against the coup regime, Min Aung Hlaing warned his
army to prepare for “conventional warfare,” utilising regular combat methods as well as
introducing guerrilla tactics and ambushes—the strategies currently employed by the
resistance.

Ko Cho contributed to this report.
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https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/leaked-document-suggests-myanmar-military-units-
are-in-disarray

How Influential Monk Supports Myanmar Nationalism and Bloodshed
By THE IRRAWADDY |15 September 2022

The brutality of Myanmar’s junta has unmasked the generals in command but also influential
Buddhist monks who were previously revered as significant religious figures.

Ashin Chekinda was known for his Buddhist programs for teenagers during the holidays,
attracting hundreds of youngsters annually. He has failed to criticize the junta’s brutal
crackdowns on peaceful protesters, some of whom are the same age as his students.

His relationship with National League for Democracy (NLD) leaders, including Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi, was poor while the party was in power.

In July 2020, an embankment broke on the Ayeyarwady River in Amarapura Township,
Mandalay. Then monk Ashin Chekinda attended as Mandalay City Development Committee
officials were fixing the embankment at night. The monk castigated the NLD’s Mandalay mayor
Dr. Ye Lwin, who was watching the work. The monk said he had come “for the sake of the
people”, in contrast with the mayor.

The monk now heads the International Theravada Buddhist Missionary University in Yangon
and publicly supports the junta, failing to condemn its many atrocities.

He was silent when the regime set fire to houses and killed civilians in Sagaing, his hometown,
and he often attends the junta’s religious ceremonies. He also accompanied regime leader Min
Aung Hlaing to Moscow in July to consecrate a replica pagoda.

Dhammaduta Chekinda (center) receives a meal from
Min Aung Hlaing (right) and his wife Daw Kyu Kyu Hla
(left) at the Hsekeindayama Monastery in Dhammaduta
Zaytawun Tawya, Hmawbi Township, Yangon Region, on
February 24, 2019. / Cncds

Sitagu Sayadaw Ashin Nyanissara and Ashin

~ Chekinda reportedly called on Min Aung Hlaing ahead of
the 2020 general election for a coup. He wrote to Min
Aung Hlaing, urging him to stage a coup, according to a respected monk who has followers in
the military and the ousted NLD government. Ties with Min Aung Hlaing have deepened since
the coup.

Page 17 of 83


https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/leaked-document-suggests-myanmar-military-units-are-in-disarray
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/leaked-document-suggests-myanmar-military-units-are-in-disarray
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-chief-and-his-two-favorite-monks-consecrate-pagoda-replica-in-moscow.html

Ashin Chekinda was known for his Buddhist programs for teenagers during the holidays,
attracting hundreds of youngsters annually. He has failed to criticize the junta since the coup.

He has close ties to military officers and told them to treat the former president U Thein Sein,
an ex-general, as a father figure. In July 2015 he told officers to keep the former president’s
footprints “as your father’s” during a ceremony to unveil a statue of Athinkaya Saw Yun, the
founder of the Sagaing kingdom.

A monk who attended the ceremony said: “Ashin Chekinda told generals to keep their father’s
footsteps. Some officers said their fathers had passed away. So he asked if U Thein Sein, who
was a former general, had been like a father to them and the officers agreed. He told them to
keep the footprints of U Thein Sein.”

Bamar custom says the footprints of mothers should be kept in appreciation of maternal love
but it is rare to keep a father’s footprints and Ashin Chekinda’s comments surprised many.

The pair were close and U Thein Sein’s grandchild attended Ashin Chekinda’s holiday school.

U Thein Sein and Ashin Chekinda discussed the formation of a religious organization, which
resulted in the nationalist, extremist Patriotic Association of Myanmar, also known by its
Burmese acronym Ma Ba Tha.

Ashin Chekinda invited monks who took part in the 2007 Saffron Revolution against the
previous military regime and several scholars to his monastery in Hmawbi, Yangon. U Thein Sein
offered to fund monasteries that joined the association and pay for building repairs.

A monk from the Saffron Revolution Network said: “He didn’t say what he discussed with U
Thein Sein but Ma Ba Tha was a political organization to win votes for the [military-proxy]
Union Solidarity and Development Party. So we didn’t join.”

After failing to win over many of the monks who had protested against the regime, Ashin
Chekinda widened the invitation to monks from across Myanmar.

While the Ma Ba Tha won global notoriety for its anti-Muslim hate speech, Ashin Chekinda,
who was responsible for its creation, remained behind the curtain. And he even managed to
bolster his image through charity work.

His ties with the military have grown stronger since the coup.

Soldiers from the Fourth Military Operations Command in Yangon clean his monastery in
Hmawbi every weekend on the orders of their commanders.

Few soldiers were happy with the forced labor, said former captain Htet Myat, who defected
after the 2021 coup.

Officers took temporary monkhood at Ashin Chekinda’s monastery and made donations.
Generals and tycoons often met each other at the monastery.
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In return business owners donated cash and cars to the monk. Ashin Chekinda arranged a
government meeting for a businessman in Myeik Township, Tanintharyi Region, over a power
supply contract. In return, the businessman paid for a foreign trip for the monk.

Born in Sagaing, Ashin Chekinda is not a “nge phyu” who has been in a religious order since the
age of 18, when a teenager can choose to become a monk. He received a diploma in civil
engineering from the Mandalay Institute of Technology before becoming a monk at 25 in 1983.

Ashin Chekinda reportedly owns the Taw Win Nan guesthouse beside the Ayeyarwady River in
Sagaing and a gold shop. The businesses are managed by his nieces and a nephew.

A former student said Ashin Chekinda often told his teenage students and temporarily ordained
monks that Myanmar’s democracy is a monarchy that the military had to take over because of
the civil war under the parliamentary democracy of the early 1960s.

But he has been tight-lipped when the regime set fire to houses and killed civilians in Sagaing,
his hometown. And he has often attended the religious ceremonies held by the junta leader.
He accompanied Min Aung Hlaing to Moscow in July to consecrate a pagoda replica.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/how-influential-monk-supports-myanmar-
nationalism-and-bloodshed.html

Mass Exodus: Successive Military Regimes in Myanmar Drive Out Millions of People
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 September 2022

Repeated military coups and consecutive military regimes in Myanmar dating back more than
half a century to the first military takeover in 1962 have prompted a series of mass exoduses of
people from the country, with millions of citizens from all walks of life including intellectuals,
political dissidents, professionals, business owners, students, workers and farmers leaving their
motherland to escape repression.

The latest coup in 2021 has already caused massive displacement on an unprecedented scale,
and things are expected to get worse.

There is a pattern of Myanmar people being forced out of the country; after the first coup
staged by Ne Win in 1962; after the military takeover following the suppression of the pro-
democracy movement in 1988; and again when military chief Min Aung Hlaing seized power in
a coup from the democratically elected government last year.

The direct consequences of the 1962 coup—political repression, nationalization of private
businesses, racial and religious discrimination, unemployment, economic crisis, a failed
education system, and the decades-long civil war—were the major contributing factors forcing
people out of the country in the years that followed.
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But the Feb. 1, 2021 military coup has already produced more devastating consequences than
the previous ones.

People are going through a period of great uncertainty the likes of which the country has never
seen. Extrajudicial killings and arbitrary arrests are rampant. Unemployment is high, and
educational opportunities are scarce. An overwhelming feeling of hopelessness is driving
people to leave their motherland.

Compelled by political persecution

The first group that were forced to leave the country soon after the coup last year were the
politically oppressed including elected lawmakers, politicians (especially from the National
League for Democracy, which won a landslide victory in the 2020 election) and opponents of
military rule, activists, members of civil society organizations and charities.

In terms of their professions, they included lawyers, journalists, artists and striking doctors,
nurses, teachers, government employees and more. Many had to flee along with their families
as the regime took their relatives hostage. There might be tens of thousands of them.

i Medics participate in an anti-military coup
campaign in Yangon in February 2021. / The
Irrawaddy

Many have been granted political asylum in foreign
countries and thousands are waiting for approval.
Those who don’t plan to go to a third country are
taking shelter in territories held by ethnic armed
groups and some are taking temporary shelter
along the border. As the regime is hunting for them,
they remain in hiding, and more are planning to leave the country.

Political dissidents faced persecution right after General Ne Win’s coup on March 2, 1962,
forcing dissidents and students to flee the country. And the regime’s nationalization of the
economy also forced businessowners to leave the country for good.

After the next military regime killed about 3,000 protesters during the nationwide pro-
democracy movement in 1988, tens of thousands of protesters and students fled the country to
join ethnic armed groups and to form a student rebel army to fight the regime. The military
ruled with an iron fist under Senior General Than Shwe in the following decades, driving out
many more dissidents, journalists, writers and other professionals.

Under Than Shwe’s rule, when a minister told the military dictator that the regime was at its
wits” end as to how to stop people from leaving the country, Than Shwe replied: “If you can’t
stop them, then don’t. The fewer people, the easier it is for us to rule.”
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So, millions of people including intellectuals and students left the country under Than Shwe’s
rule. The passport office, then located in downtown Yangon, was busiest under his rule.

Driven out by civil war, unemployment

After the Min Aung Hlaing regime brutally cracked down on nationwide anti-coup protests in
March 2021, the second group that had to flee their homes and the country comprised people
displaced by the regime’s arson, artillery, and air assaults as anti-regime armed resistance
erupted across the country.

Karen villagers prepare to flee into Thailand after
the regime’s attacks on their communities near
the border in March 2021. / The Irrawaddy

In many villages and towns in the anti-regime
strongholds of Chin, Karen and Kayah states and
Sagaing and Magwe regions, junta air strikes and
arson attacks drove out tens of thousands of
people at least. UNOCHA said that as of early
September, 974,000 people had been internally displaced since the coup. In addition, the UN
agency said that between the takeover and June this year over 40,000 people crossed the
borders into neighboring countries, including many from communities close to the borders that
came under regime attack. Meanwhile, nearly 919,000 Rohingya people who have fled
Myanmar military atrocities are in Bangladesh—far surpassing the 140,000 refugees who,
according to a 2012 estimate, have been living in Thailand for more than two decades.

Rohingya Muslim refugees walk through Kutupalong
refugee camp in the Bangladeshi district of Ukhia on
Sept. 28, 2017.

Meanwhile, the number of people forced to leave the
country because of the economic downturn is growing.
The junta-controlled Labor Ministry said that between
the coup and June 30 this year it had issued overseas
workers’ identification cards to 36,365 people leaving
for 57 countries including Thailand, Singapore, Korea, Japan and Malaysia. The pace of people
leaving picked up this year; ministry statistics indicate that it arranged for nearly 40,000 migrant
workers to sigh employment agreements within four months from March to June, meaning
nearly 10,000 Myanmar people are leaving the country officially every month.

This number does not include the people who have illegally crossed the border, mostly into
Thailand, or those who have left or are planning to leave with other types of visas. Counting
them, the number of people that have left their motherland because of financial worries in the
18 months since the military coup could total in the hundreds of thousands.
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Their number will contribute to a rise in the United Nations Department of Economic and Social
Affairs (UNDESA)’s 2020 figure of 3.7 million Myanmar migrants worldwide.

Myanmar migrants at Yangon International Airport in
2022./C)

Brain drain

Since Ne Win’s military rule in 1962, Myanmar has
seen a brain drain, as the country’s intellectuals have
left the country, unable to put up with the restrictions
and mismanagement of the regime. London
University-educated Yangon University rector Dr. Tha
Hla left for France after he had an argument with Ne
: Win. Yale-educated history professor Dr. Maung
Maung Gyi left for the US after he was fired for criticizing the “Burmese Way to Socialism”, a

7 “"

failed economic policy of Ne Win’s “socialist” regime.

Under the Than Shwe regime, one of Myanmar’s greatest poets, Tin Moe, went into exile after
he was imprisoned, and renowned versatile artist Win Pe sought refuge in the US. Students also
joined the trend, seeking a better education and future.

Hope flared up again between 2016 and 2020 under the elected Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
government. But more than one year after Min Aung Hlaing’s coup, the passport office is
exceptionally busy again, even busier than it was under Than Shwe’s rule, as well-off families
send their children abroad for study. They are moving along with their children, citing day-to-
day insecurity and fewer business opportunities under Min Aung Hlaing’s rule. The trend is
unprecedented and their numbers will only increase.

Thanks to Min Aung Hlaing, Myanmar is experiencing the biggest exodus in its history, affecting
the country with a serious brain drain and loss of younger workers.

The social fabric of Myanmar is disintegrating.

But it appears that Min Aung Hlaing and his generals have been too busy protecting their self-
interests and retaining their grip on power to salvage the country. All military dictators are
much the same in this regard, and Min Aung Hlaing is no different from his predecessors, Ne
Win and Than Shwe.

All three military regimes have spurred people to leave the country, especially to avoid political
persecution and look for better life opportunities, which their country failed to provide them
under military rule. An estimate of the total number might be nearly 10 percent if we roughly
count Myanmar’s population today at 50 million.
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Bamboo huts with leaf roofs, built by refugees, dot the
hills of Mae La Oon camp southwest of Mae Sariang on
the Thai border. / TBBC

Myanmar’s exodus is not just a domestic problem, but
will affect the neighboring countries to which migrant
workers and war refugees have fled, as well as
Western countries that grant political asylum for
dissidents.

The exodus will only worsen due to the regime’s oppression, increasing raids on towns and
villages, and economic mismanagement. It is important to bear in mind that the root cause of
all the problems in Myanmar, including this exodus, is the self-serving behavior of military
generals who seize power at the cost of democracy.

To draw a conclusion from the experiences of the previous military regimes, Myanmar’s exodus
problem has no end in sight as long as the military, or besuited military generals in disguise,
rule the country. It will only increase the burden on neighboring countries and the international
community, while taking a toll on the lives of those who remain in the country. Ending military
rule is the only way to end the cycle of mass exodus from the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/editorial/mass-exodus-successive-military-regimes-in-
myanmar-drive-out-millions-of-people.html

On Leadership and Power in Myanmar
By DAVID I. STEINBERG | 15 September 2022

Some observers, of whom this writer is one, have long considered General Ne Win as the most
destructive personal force in Myanmar’s modern history. In his various pivotal but detrimental
roles as minister, deputy prime minister, prime minister, political party chairman, and
commander of the Tatmadaw (Myanmar’s armed forces), he led the state in a mercurial and
essentially whimsical manner—ever downward at his discretion. Once he obtained power, he
developed an entourage and a set of classical patron-client relationships that magnified his
authority, self-importance, and the arbitrariness of his rule. He was never seriously challenged
until he finally resigned in 1988 as chairman of the party he created in 1962.

Yet | have been forced to reconsider this evaluation with the rise of General Min Aung Hlaing,
for he has begun to demonstrate the very traits of General Ne Win. True, Ne Win had a unique
advantage: almost since independence he had been able to control the Tatmadaw leadership,
which was utterly dependent on his whims for promotions and access to power. Min Aung
Hlaing is not in that position, but he has used his power to promote a coup unnecessary for the
effective role of the Tatmadaw, which it already had, but essential for the personal future of
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Min Aung Hlaing. He has reinstituted restrictions on the society that had been gradually lifted in
the previous decade and had given people hope. The destructive forces unleashed by the coup
on the part of the Tatmadaw, the civilian Bamah ethnic majority, and minority peoples has
been unprecedented in Myanmar’s history. Tragically, the Vietnam War analogy of destroying
the country to save it comes to mind.

But perhaps our natural concentration on the personalities of the individual leaders obscures a
more fundamental aspect of the concept of power in Myanmar’s political culture. By no means
unique to any society, many traditional cultures, and all cultures to some degree, regard power
as a personal trait and characteristic. It is evident, from pre-colonial Burma and from
independence, that power in Burma/Myanmar has been exercised as a personal prerogative of
leadership, whether military or civilian. The whims of kings or prime ministers become policy,
and policy supersedes law and custom. As personal power predominates, institutions become
weaker, and it is evident that since independence the only institution that has been
strengthened has been the Tatmadaw. Law has become a means of policy administration, not a
method to encourage or enforce abstracted concepts of cultural appropriateness. These
weakened legal and administrative institutions allow, even strengthen, the personalization of
power. Until recently, religion and religious leaders, like the senior members of the sangha,
have been able to mitigate the abhorrent actions of an unbridled laity. That has disappeared,
and Buddhism has been coopted into the political maelstrom and used for overt political power
purposes.

None of these tendencies, of course, are absolute. The widespread, unprecedented popular
demand for participation in government, as evidenced by the opposition to the Feb. 1, 2021
coup, shows that an erosion of this personalization of power is in process, but one that is likely
to be slow, painful, and episodic. There are still no signs of present or potential leadership of
any group prepared to release effective authority to the people. Popular representation is no
guarantee of democracy, as evidenced from several current worldwide examples. Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi remarked that she was above the president—law becoming irrelevant to
administration of personal power. U Nu, prime minister in the late 1950s and early 1960s, used
his authority to pursue his own agenda.

Because we are witnessing a singular moment in Myanmar affairs, there is no road map ahead.
And no element wants a simple return to the military-scripted constitution and conditions of
the pre-November 2020 elections. The Tatmadaw is engaged in actions destructive of the state
and its own historical reputation. Its continued unity is a subject of speculation. The National
Unity Government (NUG) is neither national nor unified, and prevails in only certain areas. The
varied ethnic minority leadership, none of which have illustrated democratic authority,
calculate for openings that would enhance their individual roles, status and autonomy.

Whatever the outcome—a military-authorized and influenced election in August 2023 that
divides political power and continues its prominence; some (unlikely) compromise with
fragmented civilian opposition forces; some status quo ante relationships with some but not all
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of the ethnic minorities; or continuing chaos with limited central authority—the result will be
an enfeebled state of questionable legitimacy and effectiveness incapable of supplying the
basic needs of its peoples and fulfilling the aspirations that a more liberalized and
internationally cognizant younger population now demand. The various and opposite political
or armed groups seem bound in webs of self-deception or propaganda, preventing adequate
consideration of policy alternatives.

Whatever the importance of external, foreign economic influences for the necessary growth of
the society, peripheral or other states will have little direct influence, and certainly cannot
control the internal distribution of power. Foreign frustration over internal mismanagement will
likely grow, but its influence will likely be ineffectual. UN and ASEAN influence have been
marginalized. Nationalistic concern over foreign interventions has been an important theme
since the colonial era—xenophobia is widespread. Overt foreign arming of any of the multitude
of disparate forces could provoke even greater regional instability and questionable political
liberalization. Covert activities would quickly be revealed. Any such foreign intervention would
create alien scapegoats of responsibility. Yet humanitarian assistance is necessary, but the
means to deliver it are difficult and complex.

And so it is with great frustration that those of us concerned with the future wellbeing of the
diverse peoples of Myanmar sense a destructive, meandering, clouded path ahead for the
state. We, alas, must await a new generation of aspirants to power, those who dreamed of
progress, and who will consider the people as a whole, and not simply their leaders’ own
parochial interests.

David I. Steinberg is distinguished professor of Asian studies emeritus, Georgetown University.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/on-leadership-and-power-in-
myanmar.html

Matters to be decided again against Daw Aung San Suu Kyi will be discussed only after all the
cases have been completed: military chief

PUBLISHED 15 SEPTEMBER 2022 | EMG

Matters to be decided against Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
should be decided only after all the cases have been
completed, said Chairman of the State Administration
Council (SAC) and Commander-in-Chief of the Defence
Services Senior General Min Aung Hlaing.

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing made the remark while
answering the question about Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
from Ms. Kukushkina Tatiana, a special reporter from RIA
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news agency in Rossiya Segodnya News Agency at Far Eastern Federal University (FEFU) in
Vladivostok, Russia on September 6.

"It is still too early to say whether we will make a further decision. When everything is done and
we will be able to speak only after all the conditions are settled," said Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing.

In initiating action against Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, the investigation was carried out based on the
circumstances that arose depending on the election results. Daw Aung San Suu Kyi turned a
blind eye to the fact he repeatedly said that she would be able to resolve the findings of the
investigation, especially regarding the election. Because she turned a blind eye, political crises
occurred in February 2021. The Tatmadaw had to prove that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was
responsible for that, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing said.

“We have told her several times to resolve our investigation findings. But she turned a blind eye
to this and caused political crises in February 2021. So, since it has happened, we have to prove
it. We have to prove that she is responsible through the legal process. Once again, we made
some concessions related with the election law. When it first started, we gave her leniency,"
said Senior General Min Aung Hlaing.

It was found that other issues were involved in such verification. In particular, it is seen that
there are things related to the law of corruption. As a result, legal action has been taken, he
said.

"We found that there were other issues on the basis of the investigation especially with the
corruption cases. So this is what we have to take legal action. Therefore, we would like to say
that we are taking legal action against her. We put her under house arrest when she was on
trial for corruption," Senior General Min Aung Hlaing said.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/matters-to-be-decided-again-against-daw-aung-san-suu-
kyi-will-be-discussed-only-after-all-the

An illegitimate junta can’t fix Myanmar’s broken economy
SEPTEMBER 15, 2022 | EDITORIAL

The country’s economic predicament is inseparable from its political crisis. To help resolve it,
foreign nations must go beyond the old playbook of symbolic sanctions and empty
statements.

Shuttered petrol stations, medicine shortages and long queues to buy subsidised cooking oil.
Welcome to Min Aung Hlaing’s Myanmar — a country that, in the junta chief’s mind, could reach
middle-income status within five years and be on par with Singapore in 10.
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Towards Despite these delusions, which Min Aung Hlaing
332.?;& aired in a recent meeting of the State

e Administration Council, he appears to grasp that all
is not well with the nation’s finances. Much of his
economic policy has consisted of panic moves,
including the forcible conversion of foreign
currency in bank accounts and the throttling of
even essential imports such as medicine and
cooking oil. Through a pliant Central Bank and new
committees stacked with senior military officials, the regime has intervened in the economy to

a level not seen in Myanmar for more than a decade.

foRT
WU

In the right hands, state intervention can serve sound industrial policy. Asian powerhouses like
South Korea became developed and prosperous by protecting domestic industries and fostering
national conglomerates that exported to the world. Yet, far from revealing a radical new
programme for economic development, the junta’s erratic decision-making suggests its only
real priority is maintaining its hold on power.

Tragically for the tens of millions of people affected by the regime’s decisions, the situation is
unlikely to improve. The economic crisis is merely a symptom of the real problem that ails
Myanmar: the illegitimate junta and its determination to crush all resistance to perpetual
military rule. It may recognise the challenges in the economy, but stubbornly refuses to see that
the only solution involves it giving up power.

Meanwhile, the junta’s economic policies have worsened the very problems they have sought
to address or simply spawned fresh ones. While the regime has rolled back or adjusted some of
its more destructive measures, rapid policy shifts present their own problems. Few investors,
whether foreign or local, will be tempted to embark on new ventures under rules that may
change overnight.

Besides incompetent management, widespread conflict and reputational risks have also put off
foreign investors. This is clearly evident in the power-generation sector. Announcements about
new hydropower projects and solar farms are largely just words; tenders keep having to be
reissued because so few companies are bidding. The lengthy power cuts of this year’s hot
season were just a foretaste of the literal darkness to come under military rule.

Also, regardless of official competence, the people of Myanmar are unlikely to place much trust
in financial institutions that are under the thumb of an illegitimate junta, which has proven time
and again that it doesn’t have their interests at heart. It is perhaps the clearest illustration of
how the country’s economic predicament is inseparable from its political crisis. There is no
policy fix, and no way to deliver prosperity in the face of nationwide resistance.

It may be tempting to welcome economic collapse as a forerunner of the regime’s own demise.
A bankrupt junta won’t have the cash to buy Russian warplanes or fuel its tanks, and a
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population driven to the brink is liable to come back out onto the streets, regardless of the
dangers, or join the armed resistance in greater numbers.

However, desperation can also work to the regime’s advantage. A person without income is
more likely to inform on members of the resistance in exchange for money or other perks, or to
accept a post as a local administrator that comes with opportunities for collecting bribes.
Because the regime can print kyat, it can also keep paying its civil servants and soldiers, making
employment by the junta-controlled state one of the few secure sources of employment. While
excessive money-printing can create runaway inflation, the regime would take this over the
total collapse of its administration.

A largely crowd-funded resistance movement will also have even less money to equip troops if
its domestic supporters can no longer afford to donate. In addition, the cost of foreign-made
black market weapons and imported ingredients for making bombs has shot up in tandem with
the decline in the kyat; resistance sources say the price of smuggled gunpower from India and
Thailand has tripled this year.

This is not to mention the incalculable suffering that further economic decline would inflict on
the population, and which a junta cloistered in Nay Pyi Taw would be largely shielded from.
Instead, it is incumbent on everyone supporting democracy in Myanmar to think of creative
ways of pressuring the regime while sparing the people as far as possible.

United States sanctions on oil and gas, for instance, could deprive the junta of its biggest source
of US dollars. However, to work as intended, these sanctions would need to be accompanied by
careful diplomacy with Thailand, the main buyer of Myanmar’s gas. Thailand will need to be
presented with, and possibly assisted in obtaining, an alternative energy source, or be
persuaded to pay gas revenue into an escrow account when its instinct might be to find a
workaround with the regime. The latter would be preferable to avoid production shutdowns
that would deprive millions of people in Myanmar of electricity, marking the moment when
sanctions cease being “targeted”. Unfortunately, Washington appears to lack anything like the
necessary bandwidth. Sanctions can be part of effective strategies involving a range of other
foreign policy tools, but on their own they are often a lazy substitute for strategy.

As the initial rush of protest and armed revolt has matured into what is likely to be a long,
gruelling conflict, cool heads and a sober strategy need to prevail. Although they have been a
powerful symbol of opposition to the regime, it is clear by now that public sector strikes in
health and education will do little to weaken a military whose decades-long grip on power in
Myanmar has never been based on the provision of public services. Conversely, a laser-focus on
the material foundations of military rule — from natural resource extraction to the foreign
currency needed to buy advanced weapons systems — just might bring the junta to its knees, or
at least the negotiating table.

In undermining these foundations, sympathetic countries have an important role to play.
However, they first need to go beyond the old, failed playbook of written condemnations,
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photo-ops with visiting democracy activists and sanctions issued in the absence of a broader
strategy. US sanctions on oil and gas would be one possible place to start.

None of this will be easy, but Myanmar’s crisis will not go away if the world ignores it, or simply
passes the buck to ASEAN. The junta is the chief source of the economic turmoil that is inflicting
misery on millions of people, and it will carry on doing damage until it is forced to go or change

course.

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/an-illegitimate-junta-cant-fix-myanmars-broken-

economy/

Media event organisers apologise for allowing Myanmar junta “agent” to present

By Mizzima |

The Dili Dialogue Forum was held on August 25 and 26,
attended by chairs of press councils from Timor-Leste,
Thailand, Philippines, Indonesia and Myanmar. Photo:
Conselho de Imprensa de Timor-Leste

Organizers of the recent Dili Dialogue Forum held in
Timor-Leste from 25-26 August have issued a
statement of apology over the controversial
presentation by Myanmar delegate Aye Chan in which

he presented the Myanmar junta’s view of his country and media coverage.

The presentation by Aye Chan caused controversy given it painted an incorrect view of the
current Myanmar crisis.

The organizers, the Conselho de Imprensa (Press Council) of Timor-Leste, issued both a press
statement and also a letter of complaint to Aye Chan, as representative of the Myanmar
military-controlled Myanmar Press Council, for his presentation, which misrepresented the
facts about the crisis, and includes mention of the criticism made by Jim Nolan, a representative
of the International Federation of Journalist, who took serious issue with the speech. In this
letter, the organizers said they would no longer invite members of the junta’s Myanmar Press
Council to events.

The event organizers issued the following statement of apology on 13 September:

O DE CONSELHO DE IMPRENSA DE TIMOR-LESTE Press Statement on the presence and
Presentation of Mr. U Aye Chan, Myanmar Delegate to Dili Dialogue Forum 2022

Conselho de Imprensa (Press Council) de Timor-Leste on August 25 -26, 2022, conducted its
annual international event, the Dili Dialogue Forum 2022 (DDF), aiming to share perspectives
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and experiences on media development and challenges in the region. For this year, the DDF
2022, was the first presential conference since 2019, and as usual the chairs or representatives
from its founders: the Indonesian Press Council (Dewan Pers Indonesia), the Myanmar Press
Council and the National Press Council of Thailand were invited to attend and share their
perspectives on their respective countries. National and international media practitioners,
media-owners, journalist organizations and press freedom advocators were also invited to
attend.

As the organiser, Conselho de Imprensa deeply regrets the presentation of Mr. U Aye Chan, the
representative of Myanmar Press Council in DDF 2022, which is totally misleading and reflects
more the political position of the military Junta, Tatmadaw, than the real situation of press
freedom in Myanmar. Since the presentation of Mr. Chan, like others delegates, was a one-way
presentation, so there were no chance for the audience to contest his statements.

As the host and as an entity of a democratic country, Conselho de Imprensa respect its guest's
right and freedom to express their point of view in the forum. This is our commitment showed
since the Dili Dialogue Forum were established in 2017. Myanmar Press Council, besides is a co-
founder, is also an active participant of the Dili Dialogue Forum. The representative of Myanmar
Press Council in 2017, 2018 and 2019 was Mr. Maung Maung San. The wise and kindness of Mr.
Maung Maung San was a factual warrant to Conselho de Imprensa to not to take into account
that the new representative of Myanmar Press Council will present a different and unwise
performance in this Dili Dialogue Forum 2022.

Conselho de Imprensa also rejects the narratives used by Mr. Chan in his news piece published
in Myanmar News Agency, gnl.com.mm, on August 29, 2022,
[https://www.gnlm.com.mm/myanmar-delegate-explains-current-true-events-of... upon his
return to Myanmar, which states that "..the attendees expressed their astonishment over the
presentation at the forum in comparison with the fake news of Myanmar mentioned in the
international media." We consider this is totally disinformation. The real information is that,
Mr. Chan leaves his chair during a session where the representative from International
Federation of Journalists, IFJ, Jim Nolan contested his statements and dismantled all the
political propaganda he made in the presentation.

In relation to the above-mentioned facts, Conselho de Imprensa would like to affirm its position
as the following:

Conselho de Imprensa deeply regrets the statements of Mr. U Aye Chan, the representative of
Myanmar Press Council presented at the Dili Dialogue Forum on 25th August 2022 regarding
the media situation in Myanmar and Mr. Chan's misleading narratives published in Myanmar
News Agency;

e Conselho de Imprensa has decided to exclude Mr. U Aye Chan and all Tatmadaw-
appointed Press Council members from all its future programs and events;
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e Conselho de Imprensa will raise this issue at the level of Southeast Asian Press Council
Network, proposing the review of Myanmar Press Council membership status in the
network;

e Conselho de Imprensa would like to express strong solidarity to all Myanmar
independent media and journalists who is continuously fighting for freedom inside and
outside Myanmar;

e Conselho de Imprensa would like to extend our profound apology to all our partners
implied in this regretful situation.

https://mizzima.com/article/media-event-organisers-apologise-allowing-myanmar-junta-agent-
present

Bangladesh PM Opts to Avoid War With Neighbors
By MUKTADIR RASHID | 15 September 2022

DHAKA — Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has said that her government does not
want war with its neighbors amid repeated violations of the international border and airspace
by Myanmar’s junta in recent weeks.

“People became refugees after the Russia-Ukraine war broke out. Many became refugees after
the Arab Spring. Many Palestinians cannot get access to study and meals. See the situation in
Afghanistan. That’s why our call is, we do not want war, we want peace,” she told the media at
her Gonobhaban residence in Dhaka on Wednesday.

Bangladesh’s Foreign Affairs Ministry summoned Myanmar’s envoy in Dhaka three times and
expressed deep concern over mortar shells falling on its territory, indiscriminate aerial firing
and airspace violations.

Hasina was asked what assurances she received from Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
during her September 5-8 visit to India.

She said the Indian government stressed that the ongoing Rohingya refugee crisis had to be
addressed.

“It’s true we have sheltered them on humanitarian grounds but, the way it is going, it is
becoming a burden. They are humans and we cannot throw them out,” Hasina told the press
conference.

Rohingyas refugees deplete natural resources and forests and organize drug and weapons
trafficking, she said. “We are trying to maintain law and order as much as possible.”

Abduction, killing, rape, shootings, drug dealing and other crimes are rife at the Rohingya
camps in Cox’s Bazar district where over 1 million refugees are sheltered.
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Cox’s Bazar police reported that 2,363 cases were filed against 4,979 Rohingyas between
August 2017 and July 2022.

Of the cases, 1,601 were filed against 2,207 people for drug possession while 95 murder cases
were filed against 431 suspects, 84 rape or attempted rape allegations against 124 people and
there were 39 cases filed against 191 people on charges of abduction.

The police said by August they had arrested 1,846 people for 1,470 cases involving the seizure
of at least 14 million yaba or methamphetamine tablets.

In five years, at least 386 people were arrested in 190 arms-related cases while 239 firearms,
996 bullets and 12 magazines were seized.

“India always thinks that the Rohingya crisis should be resolved ... We sought their assistance
and got a positive response. But the problem is with the Myanmar government. It does not care
about any pressure. And it is also having its internal fighting. That’s a big problem.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/bangladesh-pm-opts-to-avoid-war-with-
neighbors.html
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