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Over 80 Regime Soldiers Reportedly Killed in Southeast Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY |12 September 2022

Myanmar’s junta has pounded the small town of Moebye in Pekon Township, southern Shan
State with air and artillery strikes, after regime forces reportedly lost over 80 soldiers killed
during four days of intense fighting with resistance groups.

An eight-year-old child was killed in the junta bombardment and some 100 houses and
buildings were destroyed, said the Progressive Karenni People’s Force, a Karenni rights group
documenting human rights violations in southeast Myanmar’s Kayah State and neighboring
townships in southern Shan State.

A burned-out house in Moebye after junta forces bombed the
town on September 11.

Intense clashes broke out in Moebye last Thursday when
several People’s Defense Forces (PDFs) and ethnic armed
organizations (EAOs), including the Karenni Nationalities
Defense Force (KNDF) and the Karenni Army, attacked some
300 regime troops trying to raid Moebye, according to the

resistance groups.

Between September 8 and 11, a total of 85 regime soldiers were reportedly killed by the
Karenni resistance forces. Two resistance fighters were killed and over 50 were injured,
according to Moebye-PDF, who were involved in the clashes.

However, The Irrawaddy was unable to confirm the military’s casualties independently.

Fierce firefights continued in Moebye on Sunday, as resistance groups attacked military regime
troops trying to occupy a residential area of the town, according to the KNDF.

Moebye-PDF claimed to have killed at least 25 regime soldiers. Resistance fighters were
targeted with air and artillery strikes during the battle.

KNDF released photos of dead junta soldiers and captured weapons and ammunition.

Weapons and ammunition seized by Karenni resistance forces
in Moebye on September 11.

On Saturday, at least 15 regime troops were killed while 13
resistance fighters suffered injuries, Moebye-PDF said. Two
regime fighter jets conducted at least seven airstrikes during
Saturday’s fighting, while junta artillery shelled Moebye.

Another 45 Myanmar military troops were killed on Thursday
and Friday, while many weapons were seized along with
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ammunition. Junta forces based in Moebye and Pekon and Loikaw townships responded with
artillery strikes.

Over 5,000 residents were forced to flee their homes due to the fighting.
Regime forces now face near-daily attacks from PDFs and EAOs across the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/over-80-regime-soldiers-reportedly-killed-in-
southeast-myanmar.html

PDF battalion captures junta prison officer in Monywa, Sagaing

The group, which fights under the Monywa PDF and the National Unity Government’s chain of
command, apprehended the officer while he was en route to a jail construction site

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Sep 12, 2022

Myo Nyunt Aung is pictured with local defence force members
who captured him (Fight For People)

A local anti-junta resistance force detained a junta prison
department officer in Sagaing Region’s Monywa Township on
Friday, and has continued to hold him in their custody.

The group, Fight for People, apprehended 53-year-old Myo Nyunt
. Aung—an engineer and deputy supervisor in the department—

~ while he was on his way to a jail under construction near the
village of Thazi, 20km northeast of Monywa town, a representative of the force said.

Spokesperson Thurein explained that Fight for People had received intel regarding Myo Nyunt
Aung’s route, and that he was in plainclothes and travelling by a car when the group
intercepted him.

He was travelling with an undisclosed number of persons who were also detained, but,
according to Thurein, would be released if it was determined that they did not have military
ties.

He claimed that the officer had not been harmed, and that the defence force had been
providing him with treatment for an underlying medical condition, spondylolysis, or a stress
fracture of a vertebrae in the spine.

“He’s not feeling very well, so we are providing him medical help. His spondylolysis is acting up
due to the weather and exhaustion,” the spokesperson told Myanmar Now.
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Fight for People is recognised as the fourth squadron of the Monywa People’s Defence Force’s
(PDF) Battalion 2, and falls under the elected National Unity Government’s (NUG) chain of
command.

Myanmar Now was unable to obtain comment from the NUG’s defence department on the
detention of the officer.

The jail in question near Thazi has reportedly been under construction for more than a year.

NUG officials recently told Myanmar Now that a total of 300 district-specific PDF battalions had
been formed nationwide since the coup, and that a total of 250 additional People’s Defence
Teams—known by the Burmese acronym Pa Ka Pha—had also been established, and that they
would continue to challenge the junta’s claim to power.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/pdf-battalion-captures-junta-prison-officer-in-

monywa-sagaing

Myanmar Military Light Infantry Battalion Refuses to Fight After Taking Heavy Casualties
By THE IRRAWADDY | 12 September 2022

An entire Myanmar junta Light Infantry Battalion (LIB) involved in operations in Karen State’s
Myawaddy Township disobeyed orders and refused to fight after taking heavy casualties,
according to Myanmar military personnel who have defected to Karen resistance forces.

Private Zaw Htut from Infantry Battalion (IB) 8, who defected to the Karen National Union
(KNU) at the frontline last week, said: “At Kyaw Wah Poe Hill, the entire LIB 102 handed over
their arms to the tactical commander and said they would retreat. The tactical commander
requested them not to retreat.”

Soldiers from LIB 102, who are normally based in Mon State’s Mottama Town, are among the
military regime forces fighting the armed wings of the KNU and allied resistance forces along
the Myawaddy-Waw Lay Road in the south of Myawaddy Township.

“We [troops from IB 8] dared not climb the hill [Kyaw Wah Poe Hill] and LIB 102 didn’t want to
either. When [commanders] put pressure on us to advance, the deputy battalion commander
of LIB 102, Major Aung Thu, laid down his weapons and said that he would go back,” said Zaw
Htut.

LIB 102 was then withdrawn from combat duty and assigned as a tactical auxiliary column that
stays with the tactical commander at the rear, added Zaw Htut.

IB 8 previously served as the tactical auxiliary column, which is mainly tasked with logistics, said
Private Soe Aung who defected along with Zaw Htut.
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Fierce fighting at a place known locally as ‘three-tier’ on the Myawaddy-Waw Lay Road has
been ongoing since early July when the Cobra Column resistance group, which fights alongside
Karen National Liberation Army-led resistance forces, ambushed six battalions of junta soldiers
including LIB 102 and IB 8 travelling from Falu Village to Thay Baw Boe Village.

“We don’t want to fight anymore. That’s why we have come here [to the KNU],” said Zaw Htut.

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify reports of regime troops disobeying orders and
refusing to fight. However dozens of junta soldiers from Division 44, which includes LIB 102 and
IB 8, involved in the fighting at ‘three-tier’ have deserted because of heavy junta casualties,
according to defectors.

Since clashes broke out in July, 14 junta soldiers have defected through the KNU. Other
personnel have fled the Myanmar military on their own.

The high numbers of defections and casualties saw the Division 44 commander replaced at the
end of August with the commander of Division 101, based in Pakokku.

Over the past two months, junta forces have only been able to seize one hill at ‘three-tier’. To
reach Thay Baw Boe Village, regime forces have to capture six more hilltop bases occupied by
resistance fighters.

On September 9, Cobra Column said that it captured six junta soldiers led by Captain Ye Yint
Maung of LIB 2012 on the Myawaddy-Waw Lay Road along with weapons and ammunition.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-military-light-infantry-battalion-refuses-
to-fight-after-taking-heavy-casualties.html

KNU claims 262 battles in Kawthoolei in August

By Mizzima |12 September 2022

In August, there were 262 battles between the
Military Council, BGF troops and local KNLA forces in
Kawthoolei area which is controlled by the Karen
National Union (KNU).

According to a KNU statement on 8 September, 261
were injured and 333 Military Council soldiers were
killed during the battles in August. Four members of

‘ the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and Karen
National Defense Organization (KNDO) were killed and 20 injured.

In the statement, the Military Council troops and Border Guard Force (BGF) fired 373 rounds of
heavy artillery into villages, and carried out 12 airstrikes during the month.
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A total of nine civilians were killed, 16 were injured and 16 dwellings were destroyed due to the
junta attacks.

The junta did not release any information about the circumstances of the casualties during the
battles in the KNU-controlled area.

According to the KNU’s statistics for the July battles, there were 259 clashes in the KNU-
controlled area and more than 300 members of the Military Council army and the BGF were
killed.

As a follow-up to the military coup, the Institute for Strategy and Policy (ISP) Myanmar
announced at the end of August that the fighting against the military dictatorship is spreading
widely throughout the country. The war is increasing rapidly, and Karen State has the highest
frequency of battles.

https://mizzima.com/article/knu-claims-262-battles-kawthoolei-august

Arakan Army Seizes Another Myanmar Junta Outpost
By THE IRRAWADDY | 12 September 2022

The Arakan Army (AA) seized another Myanmar junta outpost in Maungdaw Township in
northern Rakhine State on Saturday.

Nineteen junta police officers were killed when a police outpost near the Bangladesh border in
the township was occupied by the AA on August 31.

On Saturday morning, AA troops seized an Infantry Battalion 352 hilltop outpost about 3km
away from Jade Chaung village in the township, an AA statement said on Sunday.

The AA said there was an hour of fighting and many regime soldiers were killed while others
were captured.

It submitted photos of seized weapons and ammunition.
Western News reported that 13 regime soldiers were killed and four were captured.
A video shows four detainees being told not to be afraid and that they would not be harmed.

Following the raid, junta fighter jets and helicopters conducted airstrikes for several hours and
on Sunday, the AA said.

There has been heavy fighting in the area since the seizure of the police outpost last month
with aerial bombardments and deploying large numbers of reinforcements, the AA said.

The junta is reportedly losing men and territory amid regular raids from resistance groups and
ethnic armed organizations across the country.
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AA captures another Myanmar military base in Maungdaw

The junta responded by carrying out multiple airstrikes a day after the raid, local sources
reported on Sunday

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Sep 12, 2022

& 539'“' BesyrmeinosGiqs A map prepared by the AA’s information department
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shows the location of the junta base seized on September
10 (AA)

Myanmar’s military carried out multiple airstrikes in
northern Rakhine State’s Maungdaw Township on Sunday
following the fall of another base to the Arakan Army (AA),
according to locals.

Residents of the area near the Kyein Chaung tactical base in Maungdaw said they heard loud
explosions at around 4am on Sunday, a day after the base was overrun by AA forces.

“Jets dropped bombs on the hills to the east of the base. We couldn’t see how many there
were, although we could hear them. They dropped six or seven bombs, so we were very
scared,” said a local man.

“Our houses were shaking from the sheer sound of the explosions, and it felt as if our eardrums
were going to burst,” he added.

In a statement, the AA said that it had taken control of the base, located on a hill near the town
of Kyein Chaung, within an hour of mounting an assault on it at around 6:30 am on Saturday.

A large but unspecified number of junta soldiers were killed in the raid and several more were
taken prisoner, according to the statement. A large amount of ammunition was also seized, it
added.

The base in question is located on the May Yu Taung Kyaw road, which connects the towns of
Kyein Chaung and Goke Pi. There are also a number of villages in the area, including Min Gyi
Aung and Yan Aung Pyin.

The airstrikes on Sunday mostly targeted the hills east of the base, as well as the abandoned
villages of Hin Gyar and Doe Tan, said locals.

“They dropped the bombs on the places where they thought that the AA forces were hiding,
but it was the people living here who were actually the most startled,” said one local villager.
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Pieces of a bomb dropped in Karen State in April (Cobra
Column)

According to a resident of Laungdon, a village about 5km west
of the Kyein Chaung base, several of the bombs landed in Doe
Tan, a large Rohingya village whose inhabitants fled to
neighbouring Bangladesh after coming under attack by the

military in 2017.
“The bombs fell near the mosque in Doe Tan, which is about 3km from here,” he said.

Late last month, the AA captured a base in Maungdaw near Milestone 40 on the Myanmar-
Bangladesh border, killing 19 junta troops and capturing one, the group said in a statement
released at the time.

On July 18, the AA also attacked a border guard police vehicle about 5km from the Kyein
Chaung base. Ten junta personnel were killed and another 14, including a police major, were
taken prisoner, according to sources.

Fighting between the Myanmar military and the AA has intensified in recent weeks, after
hostilities resumed earlier this year following a ceasefire that began in late 2020 after two years
of fierce fighting.

Clashes have been reported in several townships in northern Rakhine State, including
Maungdaw, Rathedaung, and Mrauk-U, as well as in southern Chin State’s Paletwa Township,
over the past month.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/aa-captures-another-myanmar-military-base-in-
maungdaw

One child and dozens of junta soldiers killed in Moebye fighting

The fighting in the southern Shan State town comes amid a build-up of junta troops in
neighbouring Karenni State

Esther J | Published on Sep 12, 2022

A seven-year-old boy was killed by Myanmar army shelling during fierce clashes in southern
Shan State’s Moebye Township late last week, according to resistance sources.

The fighting, which began at around 8am on Thursday, lasted more than 10 hours and also left
dozens of junta soldiers dead, said an information officer for the Karenni Nationalities Defence
Force (KNDF), one of the groups involved in the battle.
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Weapons and ammunition seized following clashes in
Moebye on September 8 (KNDF)

The body of the child, whose identity could not be
confirmed at the time of reporting, was not recovered
until late in the day due to the heavy exchange of fire
between the two sides, the information officer said.

No casualties were reported on the resistance side, but
at least 30 regime soldiers were killed, he added. Myanmar Now was not able to independently
verify this claim.

A photo released by the KNDF a day after the fighting showed a number of weapons, including
two MA-1 rifles, three MA-2 riles, four MA-3 rifles, and one MG-3 machine gun, as well as heavy
artillery shells and other ammunition, seized by the resistance forces.

Myanmar’s military also carried out airstrikes in the area, both on the day of the fighting and on
Friday, local sources told Myanmar Now.

Thursday’s battle reportedly started in Pwel Kone Ward 3, in the town of Moebye, which is
located on the border with Karenni (Kayah) State.

The unidentified child killed by Myanmar army shelling in
Moebye on September 8 (KNDF)

The column of around 100 junta troops that took part in the
fighting were from Light Infantry Battalion 422 and had marched
to Moebye from Demoso in Karenni State, the KNDF information
officer said.

Last month, a heavy build-up of regime forces was reported in
Demoso Township as part of a push by the military to take
complete control of the strategically important area.

"// Af i i e W \
According to the KNDF information officer, the junta army’s Light Infantry Division 66 has been

setting up a permanent base in Demoso with the intention of using it to launch operations in
surrounding areas.

“It appears they are trying to get into Moebye through Demoso,” he said.

Meanwhile, resistance forces have also been attacking junta outposts located between the
villages of Wari Su Palai in Moebye Township and Nang Mei Khon in Demoso Township since
last Thursday. The two villages are about 3km apart.

The other groups involved in the latest fighting include the Karenni Army (KA), the Moebye
People’s Defence Force (PDF), and the Pekhon PDF.
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According to the Karenni National Progressive Party—the political wing of the KA—Myanmar’s
military has been forced to abandon at least 13 bases it has held in Karenni State for decades
due to attacks by resistance groups active in the area.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/one-child-and-dozens-of-junta-soldiers-killed-in-
moebye-fighting

Shanni organisations protest murder of prominent monk

The groups accuse the KIA and a PDF group based in Sagaing Region’s Banmauk of killing the
ethnic Shanni monk

Nyein Swe | Published on Sep 12, 2022

b . e

Ven. Gandamar, the ethnic Shanni monk murdered on
September 4 (Supplied)

Ethnic Shanni organisations have expressed outrage over
the killing last week of a senior monk in Sagaing Region’s
Banmauk Township, allegedly by anti-junta groups active
in the area.

In joint statement released on Thursday, a total of 28
groups accused the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and the Banmauk People’s Defence Force
(PDF) of murdering Ven. Gandamar, the abbot of a monastery in the Banmauk village of Naung
Pat.

“The KIA and the PDF must be held accountable for their actions,” the groups said in their
statement.

According to an ethnic Shanni activist who did not wish to be named, several armed personnel
in plainclothes arrived in Naung Pat at around 6am on September 4 and demanded to see the
monastery’s head monk.

“There were at least 10 of them, and more waiting outside the monastery compound. They said
their leader wanted to talk to the head monk and then they took him,” said the activist, citing
village residents.

Later that night, he said, the villagers heard a gunshot. The following morning, one of the
armed personnel showed a group of local youths where the monk’s body had been buried.

The body was later exhumed and confirmed to be that of Ven. Gandamar, he added.

Myanmar Now tried to contact the KIA’s information officer, Col. Naw Bu, for comment on the
incident, but did not receive a response.
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A spokesperson for the Banmauk PDF declined to answer questions, saying that investigations
were still underway.

Naung Pat is located about 55km north of the town of Banmauk and about 15km from the
village of Ashay Kone, where anti-regime forces clashed last month with the Shanni
Nationalities Army (SNA), a group aligned with Myanmar’s military.

The SNA also blamed the KIA and the PDF for the murder of Ven. Gandamar—a prominent
figure in efforts to promote Shanni culture—and said that it would retaliate against both
groups.

Meanwhile, videos have been circulating on social media since last week allegedly showing SNA
troops beheading PDF members in Sagaing’s Homalin Township.

Col Sai Aung Mein, the SNA spokesperson, denied that the group was responsible for the acts
depicted in the videos, which he dismissed as “propaganda”.

“Even if we manage to capture prisoners of war, all we will do is detain them in accordance
with our pre-existing policies. After questioning them, we always just let them go,” he said.

Myanmar Now has yet to confirm the identities of the victims or the perpetrators in the video.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/shanni-organisations-protest-murder-of-prominent-
monk

Women Recruits Being Trained for Combat Roles by Myanmar Junta
By THE IRRAWADDY | 12 September 2022

Myanmar’s military, which is struggling to recruit amid heavy casualties and defections, is
signing women up for combat roles.

A recruitment advert in the junta-owned Myawady newspaper on Monday invited single
women aged 18 to 25 to join the armed forces.

The candidates will receive four months of training and then become privates in combat
support roles in the army, navy and air force, it stated.

The junta said applicants do not need a degree or to be lighter than 45kg, which were previous
requirements.

Female soldiers have reportedly been seen on the front lines in several areas, including Kayah
State, where women have been captured and used as human shields.

The regime has been struggling to recruit and applications to the regime’s academies have
plummeted since the 2021 coup.
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The Defense Services Academy, Defense Services Technological Academy and Defense Services
Medical Academy raised their maximum age by six months to 18% in June.

The regime has ordered officers’ wives to undergo training and mobilized paramilitary groups
known as “Pyusawhtee” from junta supporters, members of the regime-linked Union Solidarity
and Development Party and former service personnel to boost numbers.

The regime has been sustaining heavy casualties amid resistance from battle-hardened ethnic
armed organizations and newly formed armed groups opposing military rule.

According to the civilian National Unity Government, more than 20,150 junta soldiers have
been killed and another 7,000 wounded since the NUG’s declaration of war on September 7,
2021. Many regime troops are also defecting.

Armed forces personnel were estimated at between 300,000 and 350,000 in early 2021 with
current estimates at 200,000 of whom only around 100,000 are combat soldiers.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/women-recruits-being-trained-for-combat-roles-by-
myanmar-junta.html
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